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Qbvbbal  Mahagbmbmt  or  Yaohtb. 

CHAPTER  VL 

**  Each  lofty  yard  with  sUickeii'd  cordage  reela, 
Battle  the  creeldng  blocks  and  ringing  wheels.**— Falooitbs. 

A  VRBT  important  branch  of  a  yacht's  rigging  iB  comprifiod  under 
the  heads  of  Blocks,  Purchases,  Tackles,  &c. 

The  principal  blocks  in  general  use  are — ^the  single  block  of  one 
sheaTe ;  the  double  blo«k  of  two  sheaves ;  the  treble  block  of  three 
sheayes;  and  the  four-fold  block  of  four  sheaves;  from  these  they 
range  up  to  eight  sheaves. 

The  woods  used  in  the  making  of  yachts*  blocks  are,  for  the 
flihellB,  ash,  elm,  or  sycamore.  The  sheaves  of  blocks,  areof  lignum- 
yit»,  iron,  or  brass.  The  pins  of  blocks  are  made  of  lignum-vita, 
green  heart,  or  iron.  The  component  parts  of  a  block  are  (fy.  38, 
plaie  11,)  the  shell  or  frame,  and^.  39  the  sheaves. 

It  is  the  practice  now  on  board  yachts  to  have  as  many  blocks  as 
possible  iron  strapped  as  fig.  40.  There  is  a  patent  block  lately  in- 
vented, in  which  the  iron  strapping  goes  inside,  and  the  shell  of  the 

*  Contiuved  fVom  page  498,  toI.  viii. 
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block  is  neatly  rivetted  over  it,  9&Jig.  41.  It  makes  an  exceedingly 
neat  and  strong  block.  Where  chain  jib  halliards  are  used,  there 
should  be  patent  iron  blocks  used,  as  the  chain  very  soon  knocks 
the  wooden  blocks  to  pieces. 

No  yacht  should  ever  be  without  several  snatch  blocks;  to  a  racing 
yacht  they  are  indispensable.  There  are  two  descriptions,  the  tail 
snatch  block,  as^.  42,  which  can  be  made  fast  at  any  place,  either 
to  rigging  or  spars,  where  a  pull  may  be  required. 

And  the  iron  strapped  snatch  block  as^.  45,  with  a  swivel  hook 
at  the  end,  for  hooking  on  to  eye  or  ring  bolts,  beckets,  &c.,  where 
an  extra  purchase  may  be  required,  or  a  fall  led  fair  for  the  crew  to 
get  a  good  pull  together  at.  I  shall  pomt  out  further  on  the  parti- 
cular utility  of  these  blocks  when  applied. 
■'  «  »  «   «   f^»»  •  «• 

A  plain  single,  J^qpkl'a&^l  44;  wft|L*ft  tail  is  also  exceedingly 
useful  for  getting*  a^puH^hefe  an]d  thei;e.* 

All  tackle  and  purchase  bK)S;k^|s4^d  have  at  least  one  swivel» 
that  is,  the  hook  shojil^^^ilajr'iijllukd  Irop  straps  as^.  45,  as  if  not 
the  running  parts  wiIl**g9dj&d^i|f4(C*aiiili^^  at  the  most  critical 
'moment  when  you  require  to  get  a  strong  pull  with  your  purchase  or 
tackle,  in  order  to  set  everything  up  as  taut  as  a  bar,  you  may  find 
them  so  twisted,  that  unless  you  burst  everything  you  cannot  get 
down  a  single  inch. 

Long  tackle  blocks  are  two  single  blocks  made  in  the  solid;  they 
are  used  for  tackles,  and  make  the  neatest  and  best  blocks  for  the 
runner  tackle,  see  Jig.  46,  plctts  12. 

NoTB.— 2^  Proportions  for  iSingle,  Double,  Treble^  Four-fM^ 
and  other  Blocks^  are  as  follows: — 

The  kngih  is  eigU  times  the  brmdih  of  the  sheanfe^hohf  which  is 
one-sixtiBenih  of  an  inch  more  than  the  thickness  of  the  sheave ;  the 
thickness  of  the  sheave  is  one-4enih  more  than  the  diameter  of  the 
rope  it  is  intended  for,  and  the  diameter  of  the  sheave  is  Jive  times 
the  thickness.  The  breadth  of  the  block  to  be  sisc  times  the  thick- 
ness of  the  sheave,  and  the  thickness  to  be  one  half  the  length,  or 
neiarly  so.  Blocks  to  be  strapped  with  iron  should  have  die  strap 
fitted  before  the  sheave  hole  is  cut  out.  Iron  straps  for  blocks  vary 
from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  nearly  three 
times  the  thickness  in  breadth.  Cleats  (Jig,  47)  are  of  various  shapes 
and  uses,  those  ddineated  in  plate  13  are  the  principal. 
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In  Tope  strapped  blocks  the  following  dimensions  of  straps  are 
accordii^  to  eBtabBshfid  usage. 
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I7.B. — ^In  cutting  straps  from  three  inch  rope  and  upwardsi 
eighteen  inches  *  more  length  will  be  required  for  splicing,  &c« 
Under  three  inch»  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  will  be  the  required. 

In  yachts,  it  is  now  the  prevailing  practice  with  many  blocks  that 
are  rope  strapped,  to  strap  them  with  selvagee  straps,  which  are  thus 
made:*-two  p^;s,  or  large  iion  spikes,  or  pins,  are  driven  into  a  piece 
of  board,  at  such  distances  apart  as  the  length  of  the  strap  is  intendeil 
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to  be»  the  end  of  a  ball  of  rope  yarn  is  made  taist  to  one  of  th«  pegs 
or  pins  and  passed  round  the  other ;  the  rope  yam  is  then  passeci 
round  and  round  the  pins,  hauling  every  turn  taut,  until  it  is  as  stout 
as  the  circumference  of  the  strap  is  intended  to  be;  it  is  then 
marled  oyer,  and  the  strap  is  complete.  Hfhen  it  is  to  be  a  large 
strap,  it  should  be  marled  over  with  stout  spun  yam ;  if  a  middle 
sized  strap,  with  two  smgle  rope  yams;  and  if  a  small  strap,  witk 
a  single  rope  yam.  Kg:  48,  plcUe  14  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  made,  and  the  appearance  of  the  selvagee 
straps  when  finished,^.  49. 

An  improfved  selvagee  strap  board  (fy,  50  fiate  14,)  may  be  con- 
structed according  to  the  annexed  sketch,  and  by  it  when  the  rope 
yams  are  wound  round  the  pins  to  the  size  of  the  straps  required,  thej 
may  be  stretched,  so  as  to  ensure  a  well  fitting  strap.  By  means  of 
this  board  (Jig.  60)  any  size  strap  may  be  made,  hove  to  its  full  stretch 
by  means  of  the  screw,  marled  on  the  stretch,  and  will  fit  the  block 
neatly  without  becoming  slack  when  the  working  strain  is  on  It. 

Selvagee  Straps  are  usually  covered  with  canvas,  or  brown  leather, 
the  leather  should  be  well  soaked  in  water,  and  sewn  on  whilst  wet, 
it  will  shrink  as  it  dries  and  make  a  very  neat  cover;  it  may  then  be 
vamished  with  the  block.  Selvagee  Straps  make  by  far  the  neatest, 
and  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  as  strong  as  any  strap,  except  iron. 
The  lower  dead  eyes  of  the  main  shrouds,  are  alway  iron  bound, 
and  are  hooked  on  to  the  chain  plates,  which  are  let  in  flush 
with  the  top  sides ;  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject  may  serve  to  call 
the  attention  of  yachtsman  to  the  mode  in  which  the  chain  plates 
are  very  often  bolted  on  the  top  sides,  and  through  the  top  timbers. 
This  matter  should  be  more  carefully  looked  to  than  it  is ;  as  the 
greatest  strain  of  masts,  sails,  and  rigging,  come  upon  the  chain 
plates,  and  consequently  their  fiEistenings  should  be  particularly 
attended  to.  I  shall  endeavour  to  elucidate  my  meaning  by^.  61, 
ftate  IS.  Here  we  have  the  skeleton  of  a  yacht's  topside,  showing  A 
the  channel,  B  B  B,  the  chain  plates,  0  0  o  the  top  timbers  to  which, 
and  through  the  extemal  planking,  they  are  bolted  :  now  it  is  quite 
evident  that  an  enormous  strain  comes  upon  the  heads  of  these  three 
top  timbers,  divided,  it  is  tme,  between  them,  the  extemal  planking, 
and  the  intemal  stringer;  but  not  sufiScient  to  my  mind  is  the  resist- 
ance to  that  strain ;  and  I  am  led  to  think  that  leaky  top  sides 
and  leaky  and  rotten  covering  boards,  may  be  very  often  attributed 
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t6  the  workiDg  of  these  parts,  consequent  upon  this  great  strain. 
I  wouU  suggest  to  yachtsmen  when  building,  to  have  a  solid 
plate  of  wrought  iron  (or  it  may  be  made  in  lengths  and  riyetted 
togedier)  as  D,  fitted  to  the  inside  of  each  timber,  through  which  a 
diain  plate  is  bolted,  thence  down  along  the  futtock  and  floor 
timbers,  across  the  keelson  as  at  B,  and  so  up  the  opposite  frame  to 
the  opposite  chain  plate ;  to  meet  the  transverse  strain  I  would  have 
a  lining  plate  of  iron  let  into  the  underneath  part  of  the  deck  beam, 
the  ends  to  meet  the  chain  plate  bolts  as  at  F,  this  would  make  a 
solid  fine  job.  In  yachts  now  afloat,  and  not  any  way  strengthened 
to  meet  the  strain  of  the  chain  plates,  I  would  suggest  the  cross 
plating,  strong  flat  iron  plates,  as  marked  by  the  dotted  lines  g. 

I  have  often  been  astonished  at  the  weak  manner  in  which  some 
yachts  are  put  together ;  however,  what  the  eye  don't  see  the  heart 
don't  grieve  at,  and  a  neatly  made  up  cabin  covers  a  multitude  of 
short  comings;  it  is  a  great  blessing  that  some  men  do  stay  in 
harbour  during  rough  weather,  and  at  night  time. 

Another  portion  of  the  fittings  connected  with  the  main  rigging, 
is  the  runner  and  tackle  chain  plates ;  in  very  many  yachts  of  this 
day  they  are  fitted  according  to^.  52  and  53. 

The  direction  of  the  strain  of  the  runner  tackle  is  indicated  by 
the  arrow  A,  it  is  at  a  considerable  angle  with  the  runner  plate ;  the 
mechanical  yachtsman  will  perceive  the  disadvantage  of  this«  The 
bulwark  stanchion  should  be  placed  to  the  angle  of  the  runner 
tackle  as  at  B,  and  the  runner  plate  will  then  tend  fairly  to  the 
strain  of  the  pennant.  It  should  be  made  of  a  piece  of  the  best 
oak,  with  self-grained  angle.  The  dotted  lines  represent  the  bul- 
work  sheeting.  The  tendency  of  the  vertical  stanchion  is  to  come 
inboard  when  hard  pressed,  and  very  often  if  you  look  along  the 
rail  of  a  cutter,  either  a  racing  or  a  cruising  vessel,  you  will  ob- 
serve the  rail  set  forcibly  in  firom  the  effects  of  the  double  strain ;  in 
yachts  with  the  angular  stanchion  it  is  not  so  frequently  observable, 
in  fact  very  seldom. 

One  of  the  most  essential  points  in  regard  to  the  strength  of  a 
yacht,  and  her  security  in  a  seaway,  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
strain  of  the  main  and  peak  halliards,  and  the  fore  and  gaff  topsail 
halliards,  belayed  upon  the  mast  bitts  and  pin  rack,  is  guarded 
against ;  more  particularly  in  large  vessels ;  but  unless  the  yachts- 
man makes  it  his  study  even  in  a  tiny  ten  ton  craft,  to  have  every- 
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thing  ]%ht  and  ship-shape,  he  will  never  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of 
all  diat  is  required  to  be  known  in  his  favorite  pursuit. 

The  mast  bitts  are  tenoned  into  the  mast  beams  or  partners 
through  the  deck,  eye  bolts  for  main  tack  tackle  and  gaff  topsail 
tack  purchase,  and  sundry  other  purposes  are  also  bolted  through 
these  beams  and  partners,  and  although  very  little  importance   is 
attached  to  this  particular  point  by  yachtsmen,  it  is  nevertheless 
deserving  of  attentive  consideration.     I  must  again  have  recourse  to 
my  pencil,  in  order  to  convey  my  meaning,  in  however  rough  a  man- 
ner {see  fig.  b4^plaie  16):  A  represents  the  deck,  B  B  the  mast,  above 
and  below  the  deck;  c  0  the  mast  bitts,  which  are  not  often  double, 
but  only  single  mast  bitts,  as  at  #:  sometimes  there  is  a  second  pair 
abaft  the  mast  as  at  0,  and  sometimes  there  are  only  a  single  pair» 
either  before  or  abaft  the  mast.     D  D  are  the  eye  bolts  for  hookii^ 
the  main  tack  tackle  to,  as  also  the  gaff  topsail  tack  purchase,  and 
sundry  other  purposes. 

It  must  be  evident  that  the  tradency  of  the  strain  of  all  these 
ropes  is  to  lift  the  deck  up,  beams,  partners,  and  all ;  and  some- 
times you  will  hear  complaints  of  how  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the 
wedging  of  the  mast  at  B  tight,  and  how  it  works,  and  the  bitts  are 
shaky,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

Now  there  is  a  very  simple,  strong,  and  effective  plan,  by  means 
of  a  preventer  plate,  which  all  properly  found  yachts  are  fitted  with« 
and  which  no  vessel  should  be  without.  F  F  F  represents  the 
underneath  part  of  the  deck,  with  the  beams,  partners,  &c.;  H  1  &  a  2 
are  preventer  plates,  of  different  shapes,  according  to  fisuicy;  H  2  is 
the  best.  H  H  shows  the  mode  of  application,  they  are  spiked  to  the 
mast,  and  the  bolt  eyes  take  the  ends  of  the  eye  bolts  J>  D,  through 
die  beams,  so  that  should  the  deck  lift  it  must  take  the  mast  along 
with  it,  which  would  be  impossible.  These  plates  make  a  strong  and 
]iever*fiuling  binding  between  the  mast,  beams,  partners,  and  bitts* 
and  as  I  before  said  no  vessel  should  be  without  them. 

Now  as  every  yachtsman  should  know  the  little  odds  and  ends  of 
purchases,  tackles,  knots  and  splices;  and  the  thousand  and  one 
matters  that  may  stand  him  in  need  during  his  cruises,  I  will 
enumerate  some  of  them  here,  with  illustrations  as  we  go  on. 

Worming,  parceUing,  and  serving  a  rope,  are  terms  which  are 
ofken  heard  on  board,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  performed  is  aa 
follows : — 
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You  get  your  Tope  upon  a  stretch,  making  one  end  fast  to  the 
faitts,  or  any  convenient  place,  and  getting  your  reef  tackle  with  the 
fltaoding  block  hooked  to  an  eye  bolt  in  the  deck,  or  a  strap  round  a 
timber  head ;  and  the  running  block  hooked  on  to  the  other  part  of 
the  rope,  by  means  of  a  selvagee  strap,  then  bowse  *  well  upon  the 
tackle  until  everything  is  as  taut  as  a  bar;  your  rope  is  then  ready 
for  operating  upon,  and  the  modus  operandi  will,  I  trust,  be  under- 
stood by  reference  to^  55,  plaie  17* 

Worming  is  performed  with  a  ball  of  spun  yam,  laid  tightly  into 
the  divisions  between  the  strands,  so  as  to  fill  up  the  inequalities, 
and  present  a  smooth  surface  for  the  parcelling  and  serving.  See 
Nou  ^9  fig*  55. 

Parcelling  is  performed  by  laying  narrow  stripes  of  canvas  round 
the  rope  wUh  the  joy,  or  the  direction  of  the  strands;  these  pieces  of 
canvas  dionld  be  well  tarred,  in  order  to  guard  against  water  lodging 
in  the  service  and  rotting  the  rope  underneath.     See  No.  2,  fig.  65. 

Serving  the  rope  is  the  last  operation,  and  is  done  on  small  ropes 
vith  a  servinp^  board,  and  on  large  ropes  with  a  serving  mallet  (see 
sketch),  it  is  performed  by  winding  spun  yarn  round  the  rope,  over 
the  parcelling  and  worming,  small  ropes  may  be  served  without 
worming  or  parcelling,  but  never  large  ropes ;  serving  is  laid  on 
Qgwbut  the  lay,  or  trend  of  the  strands,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
worming  and  parcelling  which  are  put  on  mih  the  lay  or  trend  of 
the  rope.     See  No.  Z^fig.  55. 

Worming,  parcelling,  and  serving,  are  performed  on  all  parts  of 
ropes  liable  to  be  chafed ;  such  as  the  eyes  of  the  rigging,  forestay, 
pennants,  reef  pennants,  &c. 

Every  yachtsman  should  know  how  to  splice  a  rope,  and  I  there- 
fore give  sketches  and  descriptions  of  the  most  useful  splices ;  let  the 
yaditsman  remember  that  plenty  of  grease  is  a  great  persuader  to 
the  obstinacy  of  ropes,  and  if  he  wants  to  make  himself  properly 
acquainted  with  the  mysteries  of  his  pastime,  he  is  hereby  further 
informed  that  neither  grease  nor  tar,  in  moderation,  destroy  the 
appearance  of  the  hands,  or  the  delicate  formation  of  the  nails;  one 
trial  will  suffice,  but  half  a  dozen  will  ensure  safety,  so  that  no 
nervous  delicacy  as  to  personal  injury  need  agitate  his  mind ;  what 
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he  loses  in  a  one  way,  he  will  gain  in  far  more  essential,  viz.  h^Ith, 
strength,  and  manliness. 

The  first  lesson  a  yachtsmen  should  learn  is  to  join  the  ropes  toge- 
ther, sailor  fashion,  the  first  method  of  doing  so  is  by  means  of  a 
"  short  splice,"  performed  thus — 

Unlay  the  ends  of  the  rope  you  propose  to  join  {fig.  &6,  j?2ato  18), 
place  them  together,  B&fig.  57 ;  grease  the  ends  of  the  strands  'vrell, 
and  taper  them  with  the  lay,  as  hard  as  you  can  twist  them  up,  so 
that  they  may  pass  easily  through  the  opened  strands,  during  the 
process  of  splicing ;  then  take  your   marlinspike  {figs.  58  or  59)9 
grease  it,  and  open  strand  (No.  1,^.  60)  through  which  shove 
strand  A  of  the  other  end,  and  so  on  raising  the  alternate  strands  on 
both  ends,  and  working  in  the  strands  that  have  been  unlaid;  your 
splice  then  presents  the  appearance,  after   the  opposite  ends  are 
once  passed  through  the  strands  {see  fig.  61).     After  the  strands 
are  stuck,  or  passed,  once,  you  may  unlay  them,  cut  one  half  of  the 
yarns  oflf,  and  pass  the  remainder  again,  always  taking  care  that  it 
is  the  upper  half  you  pass,  this  will  make  your  splice  appear  neatly 
tapered  off. 

The  long  splice  {fig.  62,  jE>2txfe  19,)  comes  next;  it  is  most  useful  to 
know,  in  case  of  carrying  away  any  of  your  running  gear,  as  a  long 
spliced  rope  will  reeve  and  run  through  any  block,  just  the  same  as 
a  new  rope,  and  comparatively  as  strong.    It  is  made  thus,  unlay  the 
ends  of  the  ropes  four  or  six  times  as  long  as  you  would  for  a 
short  splice,  or  in  round  numbers,  say  from  three  to  six  feet ;  then 
unlay  one  strand  in  each  end  for  half  the  same  length  additional, 
place  the  middle  strands  together  as  at  a  in  the  sketch,  then  the 
additionally  unlaid  strands  will  appear  as  at  B  and  0.,  and  the 
score  or  interval  left  by  them  will  appear  in  the  darkened  lines 
as  D  D,  E  B.     Take  of  the  centre  strands  F  and  G,  and  lay  them 
into  the  vacant  scores  D  D,  B  B  until  they  meet  B  and  c  at  1  and  2 ; 
then  take  of  the  centre  strands  H  and  J,  divide  the  yams  each  in 
half  as  represented  in  the  sketch,  take  an  overhand  Imot  with  them 
{fig,  63)  and  stick  the  ends  as  in  a  short  splice ;  perform  the  same 
operation  exactly  with  the  additionally  unlaid  strands  B  and  c,  and 
F  and  a  laid  up  to  them,  dividing,  knotting,  and  sticking  the  half 
strands  in  the  same  manner ;  now  get  your  rope  on  a  good  stretch, 
the  same  as  if  you  were  goii^  to  serve  it,  heave  it  well  taut,  and 
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ne  tkat  your  splice  is  well  stretehed,  and  the  knotted  half  strands 
veU  berthed  in  their  scores,  then  cut  all  ends  off  neatly,  but  not 
too  doselj,  and  your  long  splice  is  complete. 

Ab  eye  splice  (fig.  64.)  is  useful  to  splice  a  rope  round  a  block» 
dead  eye,  trayeller,  or  thimble,  it  is  very  simple,  and  performed  by 
mnlayiBg  the  end  of  the  rope,  laying  it  back  oyer  the  standing  part, 
and  sticking  in  the  strands  just  as  you  would  in  a  short  splice* . 

An  artificial  eye  {Jig.  65)  is  made,  in  somewhat  a  similar  manner 
as  a  long  splice :  you  unlay  one  strand  of  the  end  of  a  rope  some- 
what more  than  the  size  of  the  eye  you  design  to  make,  then  lay  the 
two  laid  strands  back  to  the  standing  part  of  the  rope  at  No.  1,  pass 
the  unlaid  strand  across  as  at  A,  and  lay  it  up  again  in  its  former 
acGve  B  B  B  all  round  the  eye,  until  it  comes  down  under  the  two 
laid  strands  into  its  old  b^h,  then  stick  the  three  strands  as  in  the 
prerious  qre  splice,  or  halve  the  yams,  taper  them  down,  marl  and 
serve  diem  over. 

A  cut  splice  {fig,  66)  is  useful  to  form  an  eye  in  the  middle  of  a 
lope,  and  in  small  yaehts  does  for  the  eye  o(  the  topmast  shrouds ; 
it  is  made  by  placing  the  unlaid  ends  of  each  rope  on  the  standing 
port  of  the  other,  and  sticking  the  ends  in  the  opposite  strands  just 
the  same  as  in  a  short  splice. 

SometimeB  a  single  strand  of  a  rc^  may  be  cut  or  chafed,  and 
the  other  strands  remain  perfectly  good ;  it  is  an  unsightly  thing  to 
see  wounded  rope  of  tfkis  description,  and  therefore  a  useful  way  of 
repaiiing  the  damage  is  by  putting  a  new  strand  in,  which  is  done 
by  eiitdng  out  the  chafed  strand  for  s6me  two  or  three  feet  on  each 
aUe  of  the  injury,  and  then  taking  a  strand  of  another  rope  of  the 
same  size,  lay  it  bto  the  score  where  lay  the  damaged  one  before, 
lay  it  up  just  the  same  as  in  a  long  splice,  halve,  stick,  and  cut  the 
hidf  strands,  and  the  repair  is  complete.  See  jSjr.  67,  jiaJU  20,  as  to 
appearance  of  die  rope  and  strand  prepared. 

A  grommet  {fig.  68)  is  a  useful  ring  of  rope,  and  very  simply 
made;  take  the  strand  of  a  rope  sufficiently  long  for  the  sized 
grommet  you  design  to  make ;  then  lay  one  end  on  the  standing 
part  to  the  size  required,  and  with  the  other  end  fill  in  the  scores  all 
round  untU  you  have  a  perfect  ring  of  throe  strand  parts,  you  finish 
the  ends  by  dividing,  ever-hand  knotting,  and  sticking  them  through 
the  strands. 

Grommets  may  be  made  out  of  the  strands  of  old  rope,  they  aro 
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usefal  in  case  the  eyes  of  your  topmast  rigging  stretch,  and  have  a 
tendency  to  slip  over  the  shoulder,  or  stop  of  the  topmast ;  and 
that  you  may  not  have  time  to  take  down  your  topmast  rigging  to 
overhaul  the  eyes ;  then  lower  your  topmast  until  the  stop  is  nearly 
level  with  the  mainmast  head;  lift  the  topmast  rigging,  put  a 
grommet  on  the  stop,  lay  your  rigging  over  again,  sway  away  on 
your  heel  rope,  fid  the  topmast,  set  up  your  topmast  rigging,  and 
you  are  all  ready  for  action. 

Orommets  are  also  usefiil  for  confining  the  heels  of  sprits  to  the 
mast  of  small  boats,  such  as  a  yacht's  cutter  rigged  with  spritsails: 
in  this  position,  it  is  called  a  '*  snotter  (fy^  69),  and  is  cleated  on 
the  mast  of  the  boat  at  the  proper  height. 

Grommets  are  also  used  to  confine  the  oars  of  a  boat,  when  only 
a  single  thole  pin  is  used ;  they  are  useful  thus,  .as  you  may  throw 
your  oars  from  your  hands,  they  will  lie  securely  alongside  ;  and 
should  you  carry  away  a  thole  pin,  and  another  not  be  at  hand,  with 
a  small  piece  of  rope,  a  grommet  is  soon  provided. 

A  sheep-shank  (Jig.  70)  is  a  method  of  shortening  your  topmast 
shrouds,  when  your  topmast  is  housed  in  bad  weather. 

However,  as  wire  rope  is  gradually  superseding  hemp  for  topmast 
rigging,  shrouds  made  of  wire  have  thimbles  spliced  in  them  about 
midway  to  the  cross-trees,  then  there  are  short  pieces  of  shroud 
with  galvanized  clip  hooks,  the  length  that  the  topmast  will  house; 
and  instead  of  the  old  sheep-shank  being  taken  in  the  shroud,  the 
short  pieces  are  unhooked  when  the  topmast  is  housed,  put  away 
securely  below,  the  shroud  tackles  are  hooked  on  the  thimbles  and 
the  rigging  set  up  as  before,  much  neater  and  more  securely ;  hemp 
shrouds  may  be  fitted  in  the  same  way,  for  at  best  a  sheep-shank» 
although  secure,  is  clumsy  and  not  yachtsman  fashion. 

Should  you  burst  one  of  your  main  shrouds  it  is  useful  to  know 
how  to  repair  it ;  the  neatest  method  of  performing  this  operation  is 
by  means  of  a  shroud  knot  (Jigs.  71 »  72,  &  73,^^6  21.) 

Unlay  the  ends  of  the  broken  shroud  the  same  as  for  a  short 
splice,  place  them  together  closely  as  at  A,  make  a  loop  of  strand 
B,  and  pass  the  end  of  strand  o  through  the  bight  of  B  as  at  B,  then 
make  a  loop  of  strand  E,  and  pass  the  end  of  strand  B  through  it 
as  at  B,  then  pass  the  end  of  strand  B  through  the  bight  of  strand  o, 
and  one  side  is  done ;  taking  care  that  all  the  ends  are  passed  up 
through  the  loops  or  bights ;  do  the  same  vrith  the  three  strands 
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Qpon  tbe  oppoBite  side,  and  then  draw  all  ends  as  taut  as  a  bar, 
when  the  knot  will  present  the  appearance  as  at  JS7.  72,  taper  down 
tbe  ends  of  th9  strands  on  each  side,  marl  and  serve  them  over,  and 
when  finished  jour  shroud  knot  will  present  the  appearance  of  ^.  73. 
Of  purchases  and  tackles  there  are  several,  with  which  every 
yachtsman  should  make  himself  well  acquainted, — ^first  we  have  a 
single  whip,^.  74,  plate  22.  This  is  the  most  simple  purchase^  by 
means  of  it  you  may  get  up  sails  from  the  sail  room,  water  casks 
or  fuel  from  the  boat  alongside,  set  your  awning  or  wind  sail,  and  a 
thousand  and  one  little  odds  and  ends  on  board,  too  numerous  for 
-detail  here. 

Note. — ^If  there  is  a  weight  of  51bs.  at  A,  it  will  require  51bs.  at 
B  to  balance  it,  and  the  block  0  will  have  to  bear  a  strain  of  lOlbs., 
and  also  the  power  applied  at  b  to  lift  A. 

A  whip  upon  whip  purchase  {Jig.  75)  is  where  the  &11  A  of  a 
single  whip  purchase  is  spliced,  like  a  strap  round  the  block  of 
another  whip  purchase,  as  B. 

Ifoie. — ^If  the  hook  No.  1  is  attached  to  a  weight  of  lOlbs,  there 
win  be  a  strain  of  51b.  at  Ko.  2,  and  of  201bs.  at  the  upper  block 
Ko.  3. 

A  single  Burton  purchase  (Jig.  76).  This  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  purchases  on  board  a  yacht,  by  it  the  anchor  is  generally 
fished,  the  water  and  coke  got  on  board,  and  sundry  other  jobs  per- 
formed which  require  a  handj  and  powerful  purchase. 

Naie. — With  a  weight  of  151bs.  at  a,  there  will  be  a  strain  of 
5lbs.  at  B,  and  of  20lbs.  at  the  block  0.  This  purchase  has  the 
same  power  as  the  luff  tackle,  but  less  friction. 

A  luff  tackle  purchase  (Jig.  77)  is  a  powerful  purchase  made  with 
a  double  and  single  block,  the  standing  part  of  the  tackle  is  made 
£i5t  to  a  becket  or  thimble  on  the  upper  part  of  the  single  block,  as 
at  A ;  it  is  then  rove  through  the  upper  double  block,  down  through 
the  single  block,  and  up  again  through  the  double  block,  from 
whence  the  fidl  leads  as  at  b.  The  strap  of  the  upper  double  block 
of  another  luff  tackle  made  fast  to  the  fall  0  is  called  a  "  luff  upon 
luff,"  and  is  a  very  powerful  purchase. 

Noie. — ^With  a  weight  of  151bs.  at  No.  1  there  will  be  a  strain  of 
5lb8  at  No.  2,  and  of  20lbs  at  upper  block  No.  3.  The  upper  block 
has  always  to  bear  the  weight  to  be  lifted  and  the  strain  used  in 
doing  so. 
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4-  watch  tackle  is  the  pame  as  a  hff  taeklet  with  the  exception  tha.t 
the  upper  double  block  is  always  strapped  with  a  tail  to  it»  and  tlie 
lower  single  block  is  strapped  with  ^  good  sized  iroir  hook ;  it  13  & 
luost  handy  tackle  about  the  deck  for  getting  a  quick  and  powerful 
pull  upon  any  particular  rope  or  sheet ;  to  do  this  hook  your  lower 
block  on  to  any  convenient  eye  bolt,  or  ring  bolt,  or  by  a  strap, 
grpmmet,  or  salvage,  to  a  timber  head ;  take  a  rolling  hitch  with  the 
tail  of  the  double  block  upon  the  rope  or  sheet  you  design  to  get  a 
pull  upon ;  then  two  or  three  hands  bowse  upon  the  tackle  &11,  and 
take  in  the  slack  of  the  rope  or  sheet,  with  a  turn  on  a  pin  or  timber 
head  as  it  comes.     A  rolling  hitch  here  alluded  to,  is  made  as 
figs.  78  &  79,  plate  23. 

A  double  Spanish  burton  {Jig*  80)  is  a  very  powerful  purchase,  and 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  "  whip  or  a  luff  tackle  purchase,*' 
with  the  standing  parts  of  the  luff  and  whip  toggled  on  together  to 
the  becket  of  the  lower  single  block  at  A. 

Note. — With  a  weight  of  35Ibs.  at  No.  ], there  will  be  a  strain  of. 
Slbs.  at  No.  2,  and  of  40lbs.  at  upper  block  No«  3* 

A  gun.  tackle  purchase  (Jig.  81)  is  made  with  two  single  blocks; 
with  the  standing  part  of  the  tackle  made  &st  to  the  upper  block  ; 
this  is  also  used  as  a  reef  tackle,  and  is  called  a  single  reef  tackle,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  larger  reef  tackle,  which  is  made  with  two 
double  blocks,  and  is  called  the  double  reef  tackle;  they  are  both 
handy  tackles,  and  every  yacht  should  be  well  supplied  with  them. 

Note. — A  gun  tackle  doubles  the  power  of  a  single  whip,  for 
suppose  A  fi  0  to  represent  the  standing  part,  Uocky  and  fall  of  a 
singh  whip^  as  fig.  74^  plate  22,  then  let  us  reeve  the  standing  part  a 
through  a  lower  block  at  D,  and  lead  it  up  and  make  it  Bast  to  the 
upper  block  at  e;  then  if  the  lower  block  D  is  hooked  to  a  weight  of 
lOlbs.,  it  is  evident  that  each  part  of  the  whip  at  D,  viz.  1  &  2,  bears 
a  strain  of  51bs.  eacht  and  each  part  at  the  upper  block  B  bears  a 
strain  of  ilbs.  each,  therefore  a  strain  of  Slbs.  on  the  hauling  part, 
or  fall,  of  the  tackle  at  r,  will  balance  a  weight  of  1  Olbs.  on  the  hook 
at  D,  and  throw  a  weight  of  151bs«  on  the  upper  block  b. 

A  long  tackle  purchase  is  the  same  as  that  applied  to  pennant 
runners,  and  which  I  have  mentioned  before. 

I  extract  the  following  from  Tenipleton*s  Operative  MechamcSt  it 
is  a  useful  formula. 

**  The  principal  of  the  pulley,  or  more  practically  the  block  and 
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teekle,  is  the  dktribatioii  cf  weight  in  YmniB  points  of  support ;  the 
BMehanical  advantage  deiiyed  depending  entirely  upon  the  flexibUity 
and  tension  of  the  rope,  and  the  number  of  pnllejs  or  sheayes  in  the 
lower  cor  rising  block;  hence  by  blocks  and  tackles  of  the  usual  land, 
(▼iz.  those  we  have  detailed)  the  power  is  to  the  weight  as  the  num- 
ber of  cords  attached  to  the  lower  block;  whence  the  following  rules. 

I^o.  1. — ^Divide  the  weight  to  be  raised  by  the  number  of  cords 
leading  to^/ramf  or  aUached  to  the  lower  block ;  and  the  quotient  is 
the  power  required  to  produce  an  equilibrium,  provided  &icti<m  did 
net  exist. 

JBkampU  1.*— Required,  the  power  necessary  to  raise  a  weight  of 
3»0001bs.,  by  a  four  and  five  sheaved  block  and  tackle,  the  four 
sbeaTod  block  being  the  moveable  or  rising  block. 

JNecessarily  there  are  nine  cords  leading  to  and  firom  the  rising 
block.     Consequently  tyo  ss  3331bs.,  the  power  required. 

No.  2 — Divide  the  weight  to  be  raised  by  the  power  to  be  applied: 
the  quotient  is  the  number  of  sheaves*  in,  or  cords  attached  to  the 
Ttmang  block. 

Example  2. — ^I  require  to  raise  a  weight  of  1  ton,  18  cwt,  or 
4,2561bs.;  the  amount  of  my  power  to  efifect  this  object  being 
5001bs.  What  kind  of  block  and  tackle  must  I  of  employ?  ««^«  = 
&51  cords,  of  necessity  theie  must  be  four  sheaves  or  nine  cords  to 
the  rising  block. 

Aa  the  effective  power  of  a  crane  may,  by  additional  wheels  and 
pinions,  be  increased  to  any  required  extent,  so  may  the  block  and 
tackle  be  similarly  augmented  by  purchase  upon  purchase^. 

It  will  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  upper  block  of  a  tackle 
has  always  to  bear  the  weight  to  be  lifted  and  the  power  applied  to 
lift  it,  for  if  this  is  not  borne  in  mind  accidents  will  occur,  and  then 
your  block  and  gear  is  blamed,  and  not  the  want  of  proper  precaution; 
a  reference  to  the  sketches  I  have  ^ven  of  tackles  will  illustrate  this, 
and  to  whidi  I  have  impended  notes  and  figures  descriptive  of  the 
sama 

For  good  practical  instruction  dn  this  poiht  I  am  indebted  to  a 
very  excellent  litde  work,  entitled  the  Maie  and  his  Duiies. 

The  sheaves  of  blocks  were  invented  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming 
firietion,  no  power  is  gained  by  the  inerease  of  the  size  of  sheaves,  but 
in  proportion  as  they  are  increased  in  diameter,  firietion  is  vastly 
decreased. 
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It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  angles,  the  parts  of;  a  tackle  or  par«- 
chase  make  with  each  other,  greatly  affects  their  power,  this  I  will 
endeavour  to  illustrate  by  fig.  82,  plate  24. 

Here  let  A  B  represent  a  whip  purchase  rove  over  the  sheave  c; 
let  the  standing  part  No.  1  be  made  fast  at  a,  and  a  strain  ot  power 
of  Slbs.  be  applied  at  B,  then  a  strain  of  lOlbs.  will  be  throvm  on  the 
block  at  G,  but  if  the  standing  part  No.  I  be  led  at  right  angles^ 
(90"")  to  the  &11  No.  2,  and  made  fast  at  D,  then  the  applied  power 
of  51bs.  at  B,  will  only  throw  a  strain  of  7Ibs.  on  the  block  at  o:  and 
if  the  standing  part  No.  1,  be  led  to  an  angle  of  120°  and  made  fast 
at  B,  then  the  strain  on  the  block  at  c  will  be  only  equal  to  the  power 
t.a.,  51bs.;  should  the  standing  part  No.  1  be  led  in  nearly  a  straight 
line  with  the  fall  No.  2,  then  there  will  not  be  any  strain  on  the 
block  at  G.  Hence  it  follows  that  the  more  obtuse  the  angle  made 
by  the  parts  of  a  purchase  the  better,  where  a  leading  block  is  con- 
cerned, but  where  you  want  to  gain  power,  the  more  acute  the  more 
effectual. 

If  ropes  from  the  mastheads,  in  the  form  of  a  span,  make  a 
right  angle  with  each  other»  an  inspection  of  Jig,  83  will  show  the 
results. 

Here  the  ropes  A  and  b  from  the  mast  heads  c  and  D  form  a  right 
angle  with  each  other,  now  the  rope  B  made  fast  to  them,  and  a  strain 
or  power  equalling  7Ibs.  being  put  upon  it  throws  a  strain  of  5Ibs. 
each  upon  the  ropes  A  and  b,  and  if  the  ropes  a  and  B  be  tightened  so 
as  to  make  the  angle  of  the  span  120"^,  then  a-strain  of  71bs,  on  rope 
E  will  throw  a  strain  of  71bs.  on  each  of  the  others,  therefore  when 
there  are  two  ropes  of  equal  lengths,  with  a  weight  attached  to  them, 
except  they  are  close  together,  each  bears  more  than  half  the 
strain. 

This  should  be  remembered  most  particularly  when  mooring  a 
vessel  with  chain  cables,  for  if  when  both  anchors  are  let  go,  the 
two  cables  form  a  right  angle  with  each,  they  are,  according  to  the 
preceding  formula,  together  only  three-sevenths  stronger  than  one 
cable  laid  right  ahead ;  and  if  the  vessel  is  hove  short  until  both 
cables  form  an  angle  of  10|  points,  or  120^,  then  both  cables  are 
only  as  strong  as  one  cable  ahead. 

For  these  latter  practical  remarks  I  am  indebted  to  that  excellent 
little  work  the  McUe  and  hU  Duties. 

There  are  some  knots,  latches,  and  bends,  which  are  necessary  for 
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a  yachtsman  to  know;  I  shall  enumerate  {see Jig.  84,  plate  25,)  the 
principal. 

I7o.  1  is  a  common  overhand  knot.  The  form  of  this  will  speak  for 
itself  as  to  how  it  is  made. 

No.  2  is  a  retf  knot^  sometimes  called  a  square  knot  This  knot 
should  he  well  practised  by  a  yachtsman,  so  that  in  a  veiy  short  time 
he  will  be  enabled  to  perform  it  rapidly  and  accurately,  it  should 
be  done  without  looking  at  it  at  all,  merely  by  the  feel  of  the  reef 
points,  so  that  on  a  dark  and  stormy  night,  he  may  be  able  to  knot 
up  his  share  of  knittles  properly  along  the  mainsail,  and  not  feel  dis- 
graced in  the  morning  when  the  reef  is  being  shaken  out,  to  hear 
some  of  the  men  sing  out,  **  Ho  lads,  whose  been  tying  grannys 
knots  here?" 

A  grannys  knot  (^.  85)  is  considered  a  great  disgrace  amongst 
yachtsmen  reefers.  An  inspection  of  No.  2  will  I  think  explain  at 
a  glance  how  the  proper  knot  is  made,  observing  that  both  parts, 
(i.0.  the  standing  part  and  fall,)  of  each  reef  point  comes  out  on  the 
uane  side  of  each  bight  in  which  it  is  jammed ;  an  hour's  practice 
will  acquire  it. 

JFig.  86.  is  a  gaff-topsail  halliard  bend.  With  this  bend  you 
make  &st  the  gaff-topsail  halliards  to  the  yard,  you  pass  two  turns 
of  the  halliard  round  the  yard,  and  coming  up  on  the  third  turn 
pass  aver  both  turns,  round  the  standing  part,  down  under  both 
tarns,  over  its  own  part  and  one  of  the  turns,  and  stick  the  fall 
under  the  first  turn. 

The  neatest  manner  of  bending  gaff-topsail  halliards  is  with  a 
strap  and  toggle,^.  87* 

Here  No.  1  is  the  end  of  the  gaff-topsail  halliard  upon  which  an 
eye  is  neatly  turned,  and  leatheredi  No.  2  is  the  strap  with  its 
toggle  A,  which,  as  such,  *is  generally  understood  to  be  made  of 
wood,  with  the  end  of  the  strap,  spliced  round  it,  but  in  this  instance 
it  consists  of  a  man  rope  knot,  made  upon  the  end  of  a  strap,  large 
enough  to  jam  in  the  eye  of  the  topsajl  halliard  at  B. 

c  represents  the  strap  through  its  eye,  and  the  toggle  at  the  end 
jammed  in  the  eye  of  the  topsail  halliard. 

T>  represents  the  topsail  halliards  bent  to  the  yard  with  the  strap 
and  to^le. 

I  wou)d  recommend  this  mode  of  bending  gaff-topsail  halliards  to 
every  yachtsman,  it  is  neat^  simple,  and  most  expeditious. 
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A  gaff-'topBail  sheet  bend  is  made  %&fig.  88.  But  a  great  nainber 
of  jachts  have  their  gaff-topsail  sheets  fitted  with  clip  hooks  B&fiff, 
89.  A  represents  the  clip  books,  with  their  B  seizin  attaebed,  and  o 
represents  them  hooked  on  and  seized^  and  the  sail  ready  to  be 
eheeted  home.  The  seizin  is  put  on  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  hooks  opening  when  the  vessel  is  in  the  wind«  going  about. 

The  proper  method  of  belaying  a  mainsheet,  fig.  90,  jUaie  27* 
although  it  may  appear  superfluous  information,  yet  as  my  little  effu-^ 
aion  is  meant  for  amateur  yachtsmen,  it  may  be  useful  to  know  it^ 

Here  the  main  sheet  is  taken  with  two  round  turns  over  the 
transom  head  as  at  a;  thence  it  is  taken  up  to  and  round  the 
timber  head  at  B,  where  it  may  be  passed  singly  round  as  in  sketeh, 
(or  one  or  two  round  turns  as  the  case  may  require)  you  theii  make 
a  bight  in  the  fall  of  the  sheet  in  your  hand,  and  shove  it  down 
between  the  transom  and  the  bulwark  sheeting  as  at  0,  and  loop 
the  bight  over  the  transom  head  as  at  D  D ;  then  take  a  good  pull  on 
the  Ml  £,  and  you  jam  all  taut.     To  cast  off  this  belay  you  ease 
up  the  iail  E,  until  the  bight  becomes  slack  on  llie  transom  head^ 
then  cast  the  bight  off  the  transom  head,  haul  on  the  £sdl  B  until  the 
bight  is  dear  of  the  transom  at  c,  cast  the  turn  off  the  timber  head 
at  B,  and  keeping  a  good  hold  on  the  &I1  with  the  right  hand,  place 
your  left  on  the  two  round  turns  over  the  transom  head,  go  down  oi^ 
one  knee,  (if  you  are  going  to  pay  out  mainsheet,)  and  with  your 
left  hand  "rotind  over  "  the  two  round  turns  at  a  handsomely  and 
quickly  as  you  ease  up  the  sheet  with  your  right  hand.     If  you  ace 
going  to  haul  in  the  mainsheet,  cast  off  all  turns  bt4  the  kot^  lead  the 
&11  along  the  deck  and  when  the  crew  are  all  ready  for  the  puU,  ihet^ 
cast  your  last  turn  off  the  transom,  and  let  them  tail  on  with  a  will. 
A  good  main  tack  tackle  is  of  the  greatest  importance  on  board  a 
yacht,  and  upon  its  judicious  application  a  great  deal  of  the  standing 
of  the  luff  of  the  mainsail  depends,  we  all  know  that  when  every 
sheet  is  trimmed  aft  for  a  turn  to  windward,  of  what  importance  it  is 
to  have  the  luff  and  tack  of  your  mainsail  standing  properly ;  wbea 
treating  of  the  sailing  of  a  yacht,  I  shall  speak  more  fully  upoo  this 
subject.    I  have  inserted  a  sketch  ijig,  92,  plate  28,)  of  a  most 
excellent  plan  of  main  tack  tackle. 

The  common  tackle  for  the  main  tack  is  a  luff  tackle  purchase, 
but  in  the  sketch  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  are  two  double 
blocks,  one  hooked  into  the  tack  and  the  other  into  the  deck  eye 
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biiJt,  and  one  single  block  hooked  into  the  first  reef  cringle,  this 
brings  down  luff  and  tack  liandsomely,  gently,  and  eyenly ;  whereas 
with  a  luff  tackle  hooked  on  to  the  tack  alone,  the  whole  strain 
comes  upon  the  one  point,  instead  of  being  divided :  if  jou  are  on 
a  long  stretch  to  windward  reeve  the  standing  part  of  the  tackle  at 
A,  through  aiv^ther  single  block,  which  hook  on  to  the  eye  bolt  at  A» 
«¥Brhaal  the  tackle  and  hook  on  the  standing  part  to  the  second 
reef  cringle  and  you  will  not  leave  a  crease  in  the  luff  of  your 
mainsail. 

Tobe 
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CHAPTER  IL 

^  Whose  flowers  among 
Wanders  the  hoary  Thames  along 
IUb  silver  winding  way.'* — Gbat, 

Ok  Saturday,  July  30th,  we  took  the  cutter  up  to  Greenwich,  and. 
anchored  her  first  off  the  Steamboat  Pier,  and  afterwards  nearly  abreast 
"of  the  Hospital.  We  soon,  however,  found  that,  the  Thames  *'  way,** 
at  least,  so  far  near  the  modem  Babylon,  was  no  longer  silver.  Or,  at 
all  events,  if  still  silver,  it  was  in  a  highly  oxidised  state,  and  gave  forth 
-a  most  unpleasant  odour.  The  captains  of  the  river  steamers  told  us 
indeed,  Uiat  this  was  healthy  and  highly  appetising,  and  only  required 
vise  to  make  it  agreeable.  Perhaps,  this  opinion,  of  the  effects  of  the 
t>doriferou8  condition  of  the  river,  the  results  certainly  of  great  expe- 
fienoe,  might  have  tempted  us  to  remain,  but  it  had  not  a  fair  opportu- 
nity of  being  tested,  for  our  threatened  annihilation  by  a  collier  brig 
on  the  night  of  Sunday  sent  us  back  again  to  Erith. 

Where  having  been  joined  on  Wednesday  evening,  August  3rd,  by 
a  young  friend  who  was  to  accompany  us  during  the  rest  of  our  cruise, 
we  were  all  ready  to  start  on  Friday  morning,  but  for  the  want  of  a 
{KHTtmantean  containing  all  the  travelling  equipment  of  our  juvenile. 
It  had  been  put  on  board  a  steamer  at  filackwall,  with  directions  that 
it  should  be  left  at  Erith  on  its  way  down  the  river,  the  owner  having 
himself  come  by  rail  from  town.  However,  the  steamboat  forgot  all 
about  it,  and  it  was  only  on  her  way  up  next  day  that  the  missing 
package  could  be  recovered.     This  lost  us  the  morning's  ebb,  but  as 

*  Continued  fh)m  page  553,  voL  Tiii. 
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there  was  a  strong  westerly  breeze  blowing^,  this  was  of  less  con^uence. 
At  nooD,  therefore,  we  got  underway  and  ran  down  orer  the  flood  at  a 
great  pace  to  the  Mouse  Light  We  at  first  thought  of  bringing  up 
here,  but  as  we  had  still  several  hours  of  daylight,  and  wind»  and  tide  in 
our  favour,  we  hoped  we  might  reach  the  North  Foreland  before  coYniBg 
to  for  the  night.  Trusting  that  one  of  my  hands  whom  I  had  found 
familiar  with  the  river,  was  equally  well  acquainted  with  the  channels 
through  the  banks  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  Thames,  as  he  had 
proved  himself  to  be  with  those  leading  along  the  North  Shore,  we  passed 
without  hesitation  the  buoy  which  marked  the  commencement  of  the 
Shoals.  We  had  not  been  long  round,  however,  when  we  found  that  our 
expected  pilot  began  to  g^t  confused  between  the  various  channels,  and 
hesitated  which  side  of  the  first  light-ship  to  take.  The  charts  he  had 
with  him  were  applied  to,  but  found  useless.  They  were  some  years 
old,  and  the  colour  of  the  buoys  and  their  position  all  differed  from 
these  we  were  now  passing.  On  enquiry  it  turned  out  that  the  pilot's 
experience  was  even  older  than  his  charts,  for  he  had  not  passed  that 
way  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  What  was  to  be  done?  To  go  on 
was  attended  with  much  danger,  but  to  return  was  worse.  With  wind 
and  tide  in  our  favour*  we  had  already  run  some  distance,  and  were  now 
surrounded  by  what,  by  its  yellow  colour,  appeared  very  shallow  water, 
though  in  the  channel  we  had  hitherto  kept»  the  lead  gave  from  ^Lte  to 
six  fathoms.  To  beat  back  with  a  tide  like  a  mill  race  on  our  weather 
bow,  would,  even  had  we  been  familiar  with  the  breadth  of  the  fiurway, 
been  tedious  and  difficult,— >that  therefore,  was  not  to  be  thought  of* 
Hold  on  therefore  we  must.  Luckily  for  us  there  was  a  full-rigged 
ship  about  three  miles  ahead  of  us,  and  ae  she  was  cestainly  drawing 
more  water  than  us,  and  doubtless  had  a  pilot  aboard,  I  resolved  to  fbllow 
her  movements  as  closely  as  possible,  though  of  course  whither  she 
might  be  bound,  was  a  mystery  we  could  not  solve.  It  required  some 
faith  to  do  this,  for  she  kept  the  Girdler  Light  Ship  before  alluded  to 
on  the  port  hand,  while  the  channel  we  had  proposed  taking,  lefi  it  on 
the  starboard^  however,  if  she  floated  inside  of  it,  we  would,  so  round 
we  went  after  her  into  what  we  afterwards  discovered  was  the  Queen's 
Channd.  We  followed  the  ship  at  a  respectful  distance  all  the  evening 
till  she  brought  us,  just  as  she  was  becoming  invisible,  to  a  safe  anchor- 
age among  a  large  fleet  of  vessels  close  under  the  North  Foreland.  We 
found  the  Queen's  Channel  very  broad,  straighti  and  well  buoyed  sod 
beaconed,  with  red  marks  on  the  starboard,  and  black  on  the  port,  to  ves- 
sels bound  up  the  river,  to  us  of  course  who  were  going  down  they  wero 
reversed.     The  difficulty  and  even  danger  we  might  have  been  placed 
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in  on  this  occasion,  shows  the  urgeut  necessity  of  vessels  in  coasting 
woyagea^  supplying  themselves  with  recent  charts,  as  old  ones,  instead 
of  being  of  servioe,  only  tend  to  mislead  and  confiise. 

After  passing  a  very  quiet  night  under  the  Foreland,  we   weighed. 

earlj  next  mornings  and  ran  through  the  Downs,  whwre  we   found  a 

jgreat  many  vessels  at  anchor,  especially  off  Deak     When  off  Walmer 

Castle  we  got 'in  our  boats  and  prepared  for  a  thrash  down  Channel,  the 

wind  being  right  up.     After  gaiuing  a  respectable  offing  we  tacked  and 

stood  in  dose  to  Dover  with  a  whole  fleet  of  vessels  in  company.     The 

•wind  was  now  freshening,  and  off  Folkestone  we  had  to  heave-to  to 

reef  mainsail  and  shift  jibs*    Before  heaving -to  we  had  noticed  a  cutter 

yacht  of  some  20  or  25  tons,  dodging  about  under  easy  sail,  apparently 

waiting  for  a  boat  from  the  shore.     Being  occupied  with  our  own  con- 

eems  we  did  not  think  of  looking  out  for  her  again  until  we  had 

.finished  shortening  sail.    When  we  next  saw  her,  she  was  lying  a  little  to 

windwu^  of  us  quite  a  wreck,  having  a  great  lubberly  sloop  on  the  top 

of  her,  tearing  her  rigging  away,  and  knocking  her  to  pieces  with  every 

heave  of  the  sea,  which  was  now  mpidly  increasing.     The  two  were 

drifting  fast  down  upon  us,  and  it  was  all  we  could  do  to  get  way  on  the 

cutter  so  as  to  dear  them.     After  remaining  some  time  longer  on  this 

dose  and  dangerous  contact,  they  at  length  separated,  so  much  the 

worse  for  their  mutual  embrace,  that  they  had  both  to  run  away  before 

the  wind.     The  yacht's  bowsprit  had  made  a  very  formidable  hole  in  the 

sloop's  mainsail,  though,  as  in  all  such  contests,  .the  little  fellow  had  come 

off  the  worst     Pluck  may  hdp  a  small  boy  to  thrash  a  big  bully,  but 

in  collisions  afloat,  its  the  weight  that  tells.     The  poor  yachtsman  to 

whom  the  cutter  belonged  was  to  be  pitied-^liis  cruise  put  an  end  to««i 

his  craft  torn  to  pieces,  in  hull,  sails,  and  rigging,  without  -much  chance 

of  compensation,  not  at  least  except  with  a  vast  Amount  of  trouble. 

The  fault  lay  entirely  with  the  sloop,  she  hn<l  obviously  stood  too  dose 

io  the  yacht  before  putting  about,  and  when  she  did  so,  Ae  had,  as 

sloops  will  do^  missed  stays,  and  drifted  down  upon  the  poor  little  ontter 

.  lying  becalmed  under  her  lee. 

We  had  hardly  got  clear  of  these  two  unfortunate  craft,  when  we 
nearly  came  to  grief  ourselves,  from  the  obstinacy  ot  a  tug  steamer  lyiiig 
a  little  ahead  of  us,  rocking  on  the  waves  with  every  soul  asleep  aboard 
of  her.  In  hopes  of  going  to  windward  of  him,  we  sailed  the  cutter 
dose,  but  having  as  yet  gathered  but  little  way,  she  got  into  irons  and 
would  neither  stay  nor  keep  away.  We  hailed  the  tug  to  back  a  turn 
or  two  of  his  paddles,  but  no,  he  slept  the  sleep  of  the  righteous,  and 
the  sluggard  combined.    At  last>  when  almost  in  contact  with  her  bows, 
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the  drowsy  skipper  lazily  looked  over  the  bulwarks,  nibbed  his  eyea^ 
ai)d  rushed  aft  to  waken  the  engineer,  when  the  wished  for  turn  astern 
was  given  at  the  last  moment  It  is  commonly  averred  that  a  hungry 
man  is  always  an  angry  one^  so  apparently  must  a  sleepy  man  he,  fbv 
while  passing  under  his  bows,  this  somnolent  and  irate  skipper  poured 
forth  a  volley  of  uncalled  for  abuse,  of  which  luckily  we  heard  Kttle» 
though  by  his  violent  g^ticulations  he  seemed  to  be  in  a  i^ghtful  state 
of  excitement,  and  at  last  fiurly  roused  firom  his  slumbers. 

The  wind  had  now  increased  so  much,  that  even  with  two  reefs  in  the 
mainsail  and  third  jib,  we  had  enough  of  it.  As  we  advanced  westwards 
we  weie  glad  to  discover  a  number  of  vessels  riding  under  Dungeness, 
winch  gave  us  assurance  of  shelter  there,  if  we  could  reach  it  before  the 
threatening  gale  came  away.  In  search  of  smooth  water  we  kept  making^ 
short  tacks  along  shore,  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  Spit  being  felt  a  long^ 
way  to  the  eastward.  By  the  time  were  abreast  of  Hythe,  famed  for 
Ha  rifle  practice,  and  dear  to  British  volunteers,  it  blew  great  guns,  and 
we  shortly  aflber  passed  a  little  cutter  yacht  of  about  10  tons,  under  very 
low  canvas,  wliich  did  not  give  her  way  enough  to  prevent  her  sagging 
to  leeward  much  faster  than  she  went  ahead.  The  seas  were  washing^ 
right  over  her,  and  there  were  but  few"  dry  jackets  aboard  of  her  that 
day  ril  be  bound. 

We  got  to  anchor  under  the  Ness  about  3  p.m.,  very  nearly  in  the 
same  place  as  last  season.  It  was  singular  enough  that  we  should  he 
caught  by  a  gale  two  seasons  running  at  the  same  spot.  We  found 
a  very  pretty  schooner,  apparently  a  new  vessel  of  70  tons,  and  flying 
the  Thames  Burgee  at  anchor  near  us,  and  a  long  low  racing  looking 
cutter  of  some  35  tons  came  to  anchor  shortly  after  us.  By  the  time 
we  had  got  our  sails  stowed  and  our  wet  garments  shifited,  we  dis« 
covered  our  little  friend,  on  whom,  firom  an  enormous  couch  roof  on  his 
deckf  we  had  bestowed  the  soubriquet  of  the  ^^Box,'*  slowly  working  up 
to  look  for  snug  billet  to  come  to  anchor  in;  which  he  soon  found  a  little 
way  inshore  of  us.  It  continued  to  blow  hard  all  night  but  towards 
morning  it  took  off,  and  at  6h.  a.m.,  it  was  a  dead  calm.  We  were 
much  amused  watching  the  schooner's  crew  washing  their  craf^  all  over, 
hull,  decks,  spars,  and  rigging,  by  ejecting  water  form  a  garden  engine 
which  they  had  on  board.  When  tired  of  bathing  their  ship  they 
then  took  to  bathing  each  other,  at  least  in  no  other  way  could  we 
account  for  the  copious  jets  that  continued  to  pour  from  the  hose  of  the 
engine  all  the  morning.  Sailors  are  always  much  too  lavish  in  the  use 
of  salt  water  on  board  yachts.  It  is  e^ly  got,  and  dashing  it  about 
the  decks  regardless  of  where  it  goes  or  what  it  wets,  gives  the  appear- 
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anoe  of  being  very  biuj,  without  any  hard  work,  but  woe  betide  the 
unbappj  yachtsman  whose  bed  is  under  an  open  skylight  More  sand 
and  less  water  would  make  whiter  decks  and  a  drier  ship.  The  use  of 
salt  water  to  any  part  of  a  ship  but  the  decks  is  a  complete  mistake. 
The  water  evaporates  and  leaves  a  residuum  of  salt  which  makes  every- 
thing dull,  dirty,  and  shabby  looking.  It  is  quite  possible  however 
that  it  might  have  been  iresh  water  our  neighbours  were  squirting  about 
so  lavishly  ail  the  morning,  but  if  so,  her  tanks  must  have  been  capa- 
cious ones. 

A  breeze  from  the  westward  ^having  sprung  up  about  8h.  a.m.,  in  the 
imiining  of  the  6th  of  August,  we  got  underway,  along  with  our 
neighbours  the  two  cutter  yachts,  the  racer  ahead  and  the  little  fellow 
aetem.  The  schooner^s  crew  fatigued  probably  with  the  violent  hydro- 
pathic treatment  they  had  administered  to  their  ship  and  to  themseUes, 
showed  no  symptoms  of  moving.  The  wind  continued  scant  all  the 
forenoon,  and  we  kept  working  along  shore  all  the  way  to  Beachy 
Head,  with  the  racing  cutter  in  sight  When  off  Beachy  the  wind 
southward,  and  we  were  able  to  shape  a  N.b.W.  course  to  clear  the 
Owers.  When  last  seen  the  racer  was  steering  the  same  course,  probably 
bound  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  like  ourselves.  When  off  Newhaven  we 
lost  sight  of  her  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening.  A  fine  schooner  yacht  with 
something  of  the  pretty  Mayfiy  about  her,  met  us  off  Beachy  Head 
steering  to  the  eastward.  Of  our  little  neighbour  of  last  night,  we  saw 
nothing  till  he  came  to  anchor  in  Cowes  Road  next  day  some  hours 
after  ourselves.  At  lOh.  a.m.  we  sighted  the  Owers,  so  much  sooner 
than  we  expected,  that  we  had  doubts  at  first  of  its  identity.  However, 
on  taking  the  bearings  of  it,  and  Brighton  Lights  astern,  we  speedily 
satisfied  ourselves  that  it  could  be  nothing  else.  At  midnight  when  well 
abreast  of  the  light  we  bore  away  a  point  for  the  Nab.  I  had  gone 
below  when  the  watch  was  changed,  but  had  hardly  got  to  my  berth, 
when  I  knew  by  the  way  the  vessel  was  speaking  that  the  wind  had 
freshened,  and  that  she  was  running  fast  in  with  the  land.  None  of 
the  crew  knew  anything  about  the  navigation  of  the  Solent,  and  I  had 
no  wish  to  pass  the  Nab  in  the  dark,  so  going  on  deck  I  had  the 
cutter  hove  to  till  daylight.  We  passed  the  Culver  Cliff  about  6h. 
and  anchored  off  the  Club  House  at  Cowes  about  8h.  a.m.  on  Sunday 

morning. 

A  more  numerous  fleet  of  yachts  than  we  had  ever  seen  before  except 
at  Cherbourg,  now  crowded  Cowes  Roads^  the  R.Y.S.  regatta  having 
only  just  concluded  the  previous  evening.  Around  us  and  in  close 
proximity  were  lying  the  Alarm,  Wildfire,  Brunette,  Osprey,  and  many 
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another  racer  known  to  fame.  To  any  one  with  the  true  jachtiog  fervor 
in  hi8  soul,  and  no  amusement  is  80  likely  to  beoome  a  passion,  a  day 
or  two  spent  at  Cowes  in  the  month  of  August  is  an  unspeakable  treat. 
Both  last  season  and  this  we  pronounced  it  well  worth  the  500  miles  sail 
it  had  cost  us,  even  if  we  had  had  no  ulterior  objects  in  view.  To  enjoy 
it  however  properly  you  must  live  afloat,  in  the  chief  thoroug^hfare  of 
floating  Cowes — live  ashore  and  you  will  be  disappointed,  it  is  not  the 
thing  to  do  at  Cowes— >/^  elUe  of  the  visitors,  and  they  are  of  a  class 
that  no  other  watering  place  can  approach,  live  in  their  yachts.  And  a 
charming  variety  it  must  be  to  those  pampered  scions  of  England's 
proud  aristocracy,  to  change  for  a  season  their  luxurious  palaces  ashore, 
for  their  nearly  as  luxurious  palaces  afloat.  Carriages  and  horses 
ignored  for  a  season,  no  means  of  locomotion  but  sails  and  oars-^ust 
enough  of  roughing  to  give  life  a  seat. 

Monday,  the  8th  of  Aug^,  we  spent  in  and  about  Cowes,  paying  a 
variety  of  visits  both  ashore  and  afloat.     The  9th  was  the  first  day  of 
the  Regatta  at  Ryde.     It  blew  quite  a  gale  from  the  eastward,  and  the 
three  small  cutters  that  ran  the  solitary  race  then  and  there  provided 
for  the  amusement  of  the  public,  were  hard  enough  pressed,  and  seemed 
to  us  to  suffer  severely  from  the  injudicious  amount  of  sail  they  carried. 
One  of  them  passed  us  opposite  Osborne  with  her  bobstay  gone,  and 
apparently  quite  overpowered  with  canvas.    Having  been  unable  to  find 
any  list  of  the  racing  yachts  at  Cowes,  or  to  find  anyone  who  could  tell 
UB  what  vessels  were  to  compete,  we  took   little  interest  in  the  race. 
Tired  of  knocking  about  in  a  sea  way,  we  ran  over  to  Portsmouth,  and 
anchored  close  to  the  shore  in  smooth  water.   Taking  the  gig  we  pulled 
up  the  harbour,  passing  under  the  stem  of  the  Victory,  and  landing  at 
the  Hard,  paid  a  visit  to  the  post-office.     When  re-embarking  a  couple 
of  boats  from  a  Russian   line-of-battle-ship  lying  at   Spithead,  came 
alongside  the  jetty.     The  appearance  of  the  crews  were  not  prepoeaei- 
sing.     The  Tartar  countenances,  faced  with  seedy  looking  moustaches, 
and  crowned  wich  dirty  white  flat  caps,  like  the  cast  ofi^  covering  of  a 
chef  de  ctUsme,  were  anything   but  inviting.     They  had  not  half  the 
ship-shape  style  about  them  either  in  person  or  attire,  possessed  by  the 
French  crews  we  saw  at  Cherbourg.     These  last  were  but  an  imitation 
of  the  Britbh  tar  after  all,  but  it  was  not  an  unsuccessful  imitatioo. 
The  Russian,  on  the  other  hand,  looked  like  a  cross  between  a  caw 
military  recruit  and  a  dilapidated  cook^s  mate.     The  boats  also  had  a 
rusty  unwholesome  unpainted  look  about  them. 

The  iaute  ensemble  convinced  us  that  Nicholas   had  not  been   ill- 
advised  in  keeping  within  his  harbours  on  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea 
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daring  the  lost  war.  Drill  may  make  a  soldier  out  of  almost  any  mate- 
rial* but  no  training  would  ever  make  seamen  out  of  such  chaps  as  filled 
these  boats. 

We  pulled  across  the  harbour  to  Haslar  Creek,  bent  on  a  visit  to 
the  far-famed   Foam,  which   bore   Losd  DufFerin  on  his   adventurous 
voyage  to  Jan  Mayen's  Island,  and  Spitsbergen — a  strong  wholesome 
k)oking  schooner  she  is — with  no  great  pretensions  to  elegance  or  grace, 
except  in  the  celebrated   figure-head,  which  represents  a  young  and 
comely  dame.     Anxious,  after  all  his  lordship  has  said  about  it  in  prose 
and  Terse,  to  know  who  the  lady  was,  we  asked  the  old  man  in  charge 
if  he  knew.     ''  Oh,  yesP'  he  said,  **  I  think  it's  ti/amale.''    We  had 
been  able  to  discover  this  much  ourselves.     Subsequent  enquiries  had  a 
more  suocessfdl  result,  but  as  her  owner  has  not  thought  proper  to  com- 
municate to  the  public  who  the  guardian  spirit  of  the  Foam  may  be,  an 
equal  amount  of  reticence  on  our  part  will  be  but  proper.     Besides  the 
Foam  we  found  laid  up  in  the  Creek  that  splendid  schooner  the  Sur- 
prise, conspicuous  with  her  large  gilt  cable  moulding,  which  shows  to 
advantage  her  graceful  sheer.     There  also  lay  the  roomy  and  comfort- 
able, but  not  very  appropriately  named  Sylphide,  the  only  full  rigged 
ship  in  the  Pleasure  Navy;  and  perhaps  almost  the  only  yacht  ever 
built  at  Bremen* 

As  the  shades  of  night  were  falling  we  got  back  to  our  anchorage  at 
Cowes. 

On  Wednesday  we  ran  up  to  Southampton,  and  in  doing  so,  went 
inside  of  Bell  Buoy  on  Calshot  Spit,  which  lay  so  far  out,  that  we  first 
took  it  for  one  of  the  buoys  on  the  Bramble  Shoals.  However,  as  we 
had  doubts^  we  kept  the  lead  going,  and  when  we  shoaled  our  water  to 
two  fiithoms,  tacked  and  stood  off  again.  A  yacht  following  us  took 
the  same  course  we  did,  her  crew  probably  giving  us  the  credit  of  being 
very  knowing,  when  we  were  only  yery  ignorant. 

The  Docks  at  Southampton  were  less  full  than  I  had  ever  seen  them. 
The  only  large  steamers  we  remarked  were  the  Colomba,  Ceylon,  and 
MiannoD,  but  doubtless  the  opening  of  the  new  basin  made  the  old  one 
appear  comparatively  empty.  Anchored  off  the  pier  were  a  whole  fleet 
of  yachts.  The  Destiny,  Lord  Cardigan's  Dryad,  a  fine  wholesome 
cutter  of  some  80  tons,  and  Sir  P.  Shelley's  new  and  pretty  Queen 
HXfkh^  were  among  the  number*  In  the  evening  we  started  with  little 
windy  and  a  flood  tide  on  our  return  to  Cowes,  but  the  wind  freshened, 
and  we  got  back  in  good  time* 

Next  day  we  devoted  to  the  exploration  of  the  Beaulieu  River,  which 
nms  up  into  the  New  Forest,  &om  the  Solent    We  anchored  off  its 
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mouth,  and  pulled  up  some  four  or  five  milesi  but  can't  say  we  saw^ 
much  to  reward  us  for  our  trouble.  We  got  some  pretty  peeps  of 
woodland  scenery,  but  the  banks  are  most  uninteresting,  and  the 
beer  kept  by  the  inhabitants,  bitter  only  in  the  sense  of  being  bitter 
bad.  « 

{To  be  continued.) 


SAILING  ON  WINDERMERE. 


Aye,  sailing  on  Windermere,  and  why  not?  though  Miss  Martineaa,  in 
her  '*  Guide  Book  to  the  Lakes,"   has  informed   the  little  world   of 
tourists  that  it  is  very  dangerous  and  decidedly  reprehensible ;  no  doubt 
she  thinks,  with  many  other  kindly  intentioned  old  ladies,  that  it  is  a 
perfectly  safe  amusement  for  the  nice  young  men  of  their  acquaintance  to 
drive  about  in  gigs,  or  ride  horses  with  any  kind  of  action  on  the  hard 
roads,  at  the  chance  in  case  of  a  purler  of  at  least  bruises,  probably 
broken  bones,  possibly  death,  accompanied  with  much  suffering;  whereas 
in  the  case  of  a  spill  from  a  boat,  in  ninety-nine  times  out  of  a  hundred 
it  is  merely  a  fall  into  a  soft  element,  with  a  ducking  and  the  chanoe  of 
a  cold;  and  in  the  possible  caseSf  which  are  much  less  frequent  thaii 
those  alluded  to  on  the  land,  the  death  is,  according  to  medical  autho- 
rities and  the  reports  of  the  resuscitated,  one  of  the  easiest  of  the  many 
forms  by  some  of  which  all  must  surely  shuffle  off  this  mortal  coil.    Well, 
in  spite  of  Miss  Martineau  and  the  old  ladies,  who  not  being  particularly 
adapted  to  the  managing  of  sail-boats,  cannot  be  expected  to  be  very 
enthusiastic  in  their  favour,  there  is  a  little  fleet  of  more  than  a  score  of 
very  fair  specimens  on  the  lake;  some  built  by  the  local  boat-builders, 
others  brought  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom;  and  one  all  the  way 
from  New  York,  though  this  is  a  bit  of  creation  the  Yankee  has  not 
been  able  to  whip,  for  the  New  Yorker  after  various  attempts  has  not 
hitherto  succeeded  in  winning  a  cup.     It  is  but  a  year  or  two  ago  that  a 
real  Bermudian  was  broken  up  after  being  on  the  lake  for  twenty  yean 
or  more,  and  the  smell  of  the  cedar  wood,  which  was  converted  into 
doors^  and  such  plebeian  purposes,  made  Bowness  quite   odoriferous 
during  the  process. 

The  largest  saii-boat  on  Windermere  is  a  cutter  of  15  tons,  built  at 
Liverpool,  and  formerly  belonging  to  the  R.M.Y.C.  The  next  in  siae 
is  a  schooner  of  12  tons,  built  some  years  ago  on  the  Thames,  and  be- 
longing to  ^he  Commodore  of  the  R.M.Y.C.,  who  has  also  two  other 
smaller  sail-boats  here.     The  next,  a  cutter  of  9  tons,  and  the  owner  of 
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it  18  having  a  Bteam  yacht  of  21  tons  built,  for  a  pleasnre-boat  on  the 
lake  on  days  not  suitable  for  sailing.  But  the  favourite  sizes  and  the 
imudiest,  especially  as  they  are  mostly  worked  single-handed,  are  those 
of  about  20  feet  from  stem  to  sternpo«t»  with  about  6  feet  beam ;  a  boat 
of  this  size  lig'ged  wi<;h  mainsail  and  jib  for  racing,  and  a  smaller  main- 
sail with  mizen  and  jib  for  ordinary  pleasuring  work,  is  not  too  large  to 
be  conveniently  sailed  by  a  single  hand  in  a  place  like  this,  where  there 
is  no  tide,  and  seldom  much  rough  water,  and  is  yet  large  enough  to  be 
a  good  serviceable  sail-boat,  to  hold  a  good  wind,  and  to  be  able  to  carry 
on  through  any  ordinary  puff. 

This  is  so  much  the  prevailing  opinion  at  present,  that  the  reg^ar 
^ling  matches  are  limited  to  boats  under  26  feet  from  stem  to  stem- 
post,  with  a  minute  and  a  half  allowance  for  difference  of  length  on  the 
"water-line.  Of  course  they  are  not  sailed  single-handed  in  the  races, 
thoQgh  it  has  been  more  than  once  proposed  to  get  up  an  occasional 
single-handed  match;  the  chief  objection  to  which  is,  that  the  sailing 
talent  is  not  as  yet  sufficiently  diffused  among  the  many  amateurs  to 
enable  them  to  contend  on  equal  terms  with  the  few,  who  from  greater 
xeal  or  perseverance  have  the  advantage  of  having  had  larger  practice. 
As  there  are  no  professional  sailors  on  the  lake,  men  from  the  fishing- 
places  in  the  neighbouring  Morecambe  Bay  are  generally  engaged  for  the 
chief  races;  but  there  are  also  races  confined  to  amateurs  only^  intended 
to  draw  forth  tlie  latent  skill  of  each,  when  he  can  put  in  practice  the 
hints  picked  up  from  observing  the  tactics  of  the  professionals  during 
the  more  important  matches.  This  past  season,  there  were  five  sailing 
matches  on  Windermere,  three  of  them  with  professional  help,  for  prizes 
such  as  the  Challenge  Cup  of  £50,  which  was  finally  won  the  second 
year  by  the  same  boat;  a  £25  piece  of  place  presented  by  a  resident 
member -of  the  club;  and  a  £16  Subscription  Cup.  And  two  amateur 
matches  for  smaller  cups,  which  were  so  successful,  and  gave  so  much 
aport,  that  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  greater  number  of  them  next  season. 
Besides  these,  this  year  a  handsome  cup  was  subscribed  for  and  pre- 
sented to  a  gentleman,  who  gallantly  jumped  overboard  from  his  own 
sail-boat,  swam  after,  and  dived  for  a  man  who  was  knocked  overboard 
by  the  boom  of  another  larger  boat,  and  who  had  sunk  without  hope  for 
the  third  time,  brought  him  up  to  the  surface,  shoved  a  life-buoy  which 
he  had  taken  with  him  under  the  man's  arms,  and  tlien  swam  after  his 
own  sail-boat,  whidi  when  lef^  to  itself  had  luffed  up  into  the  wind. 
Didn't  he  deserve  it?  In  another  case  this  summer  two  stranger  gents 
one  rough  day  upset  their  row-boat,  the  Ferryman,  who  luckily  for  them 
flaw  the  accident,  put  off  to  them,  and  picked  them  up  when  in  the  last 
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extremity  all  but  drowned,  and  took  them  to  the  Ferry  Hotel;  they 
must  have  been  Utilitarians,  and  known  their  own  value  in  the  cheapest 
markets,  for  they  requited  their  rescuer  for  his  services  with  a  Whole 
glass  of  Ale;  he  might  have  said  with  the  Hansom  eabman  ia  Punchy 
who  was  paid  with  a  sixpence,  **  What  all  this — at  vunce!" 

And  now  as  to  the  sailing-grounds  Windermere  lies  in  a   course 
nearly  North  and  South,  is  by  the  Ordnance  Map  about  eleven  miles 
long  from  Feilfoot  to  Waterhead,  and  varies  from  half  to  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  in  width,  being  in  one   place  just  short  of  a  mile  wide  at 
Hiller-ground  Bay,  and  in  another  being  narrowed   to  less   than    a 
quarter  of  a  mile  by  Curwen's  Island.     The  usual  course  is,  from  the 
starting  place  at  the  Ferry  down  the  lake  five  miles,  then  up  to  the  head 
of  the  lake  ten  miles,  and  down  again  four  and  a  half  miles  to   the 
winning  place  at  Hen  Holm  near  Bowness;  the  whole  course  nineteen 
and  a  half  miles,  which  has  generally  been  sailed  in  from  four  to  seven 
hours  including  beating.     A  good  entry  of  boats  generally  starts  moor- 
ings are  laid  down  for  above  a  dozen,  and  most  of  them  taken  up  before 
the  prepare  gun  is  fired;  and  every  year  the  interest  is  kept  up  by  new 
boats  built  with  intent  to  carry  away  the  palm  fr^m  the  older  ones. 
The  advantages  for  sailing  on  the  lake  are,  there  being  no  tides  or  per- 
ceptible currents,  and  generally  smooth  water  with  a  regular  depth,  and 
that  a  good  one,  there  being  very  few  rocks  or  shoals,  and  those  are  well 
buoyed  by  the  sailing  club.     The  per  contra  is  that,  as  in  all  places 
where  the  land  is  high  and  irregularly  shaped,  the  winds,  except  when 
either  up  or  down  the  lake,  are  unsteady  and  puffy;  but  even  in  this 
it  is  not  worse  off  than  many  favorite  parts  of  the  coast,  for  instance 
the  I>evon8hire  coast  between  Exmouth  and  Start  Point  in  the  prevailing 
westerly  winds;   and  that  very  excellent  and  admirable  sailing  place 
the  Firth  of  Clyde  has  precisely  the  same  character  of  pu£^  winds 
from  the  same  causes.     One  great  proof  that  Windermere  cannot  be  a 
very  unsafe  sailing  place  is  this,  the  number  of  amateurs  more  or  less 
unskilled  who  sail  their  boats  single-handed  or  without  professional  help 
on  it,  and  the  very  few  casualties,  even  duckings  included,  that  occur 
among  them;  I  cannot  call  to  mind»  in  a  knowledge  of  the  lake  during 
the  last  thirty  years,  a  single  sail-boat  owner  that  has  been  drowned. 
The  few  fatal  accidents,  and  there  have  been  two  such  last  summer, 
have  been  among  strangers  who  have  been  indiscreetly  exercising  an  art 
they  were  little  acquainted  with  in  hired  boats.     In  short  as  a  place 
where  good  boat-sailing  can  be  enjoyed  with  little  trouble  and  small 
expense,  an  experience  of  many  years  sailing  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom  tells  me  that  there  are  few  places  that  equal  Windermere. 

H.  F.  R. 
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[The  foUowiDg  appeared  in  Beitt  Life,  and  as  we  have  rather  pointedly 
expressed  an  opinion,  we  consider  that  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  concerned, 
we  ought  to  notice  every  statement  bearing  on  the  true  elucidation  of 
the  subject.  C.  M.  has  been  at  much  pains  to  trace  the  misunderstanding 
to  its  foundation,  and  his  excellent  legal  treatment  will  convince  many  that 
he  is  right.  We  believe  it  is  now  a  matter  of  indifierence  to  the  Royal 
Western  Members  generally  what  was  the  origin  of  the  dispute,  for  the  Club 
is  without  Commodk>re,  Rear- Commodore,  or  Secretary. — JSd.  H.Y.M.'} 

Mh.  EIditob. — I  propose  to  give  your  readers  som^  information  as  to 
the  present  controversy  between  the  Royal  Western  of  Ireland  Tacht 
Club  and  the  Admiralty,  respecting  the  flag  to  be  carried  by  that  dub. 
Many  of  your  contemporaries  consider  the  subject  beneath  their  notice, 
and  I  must  say  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  have  occupied  the  House  of 
Commons  on  two  evenings,  to  have  given  rise  to  a  small  blue  book,  and 
probably  to  occupy  the  house  for  a  great  part  of  another  evening. 
Still,  you  are  not  the  House  of  Commons,  and  your  yacht  club  readers 
are  not  the  nation  at  large;  to  us  it  is  of  s^me  importance,  and  I  hope 
that  the  following  statements  and  arguments  will  not  be  found  uninter- 
esdng.  The  question  is  whether  the  R.  W.  of  L  Y.  C.  is  to  carry  the 
white  ensign;  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be  explained  better  than 
by  the  following  extract  from  the  Admiralty  *'  Reasons  **  given  in  the 
parliamentary  return  or  blue  book  (No.  Ill,  Sess.  2,  price  6d,);  which 
also  contains  a  great  deal  of  correspondence  on  the  subject. 

I  shall  append  a  few  other  extracts  from  that  return,  and  a  few 
remarks  of  my  own. 

"  It  appeared|*that  in  the  year  1829  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  obtained 
special  permission  from  the  Admiralty  to  wear  the  white  ensign  of  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet,  instead  of  the  red  ensign,  which,  in  common  with  the 
merchant  navy  and  other  yacht  clubs,  it  hod  previously  worn.  A 
further  distinction  was  conferred  on  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  in  1883, 
when  it  obtained  permission  from  King  William  IV.  to  assume  the  title 
of  '  The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,'  His  Majesty  at  the  same  time  signify- 
ing his  pleasure  that  he  should  be  considered  the  head  of  the  club,  and 
that  no  other  yacht  club  should  be  styled  *  squadron.'  Subsequently  to 
the  year  1829,  the  privilege  of  wearing  the  white  ensign  was  extended, 
it  is  believed  through  inadvertence,  to  other  yacht  clubs.  It  thus  ceased 
to  be  the  peculiar  distinction  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron;  and  it  is 
stated,  in. a  letter  from  Mr.  Bates,  the  secretary  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
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Squadron,  that  frequent  complamts  were  made  to  the  Admiraltj  and 
the  Foreign  Office  of  improper  conduct  of  parties  abroad  who  were 
supposed  to  be  members  of  the  Rojal  Yacht  Squadron,  but  who  proved 
to  be  members  of  other  chibs. 

''In  the  year  1842,  in  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  the 
Admiralty  by  the  Earl  of  Yarborough,  Commodore  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron,  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  the  right  of  wearing  the  white 
ensign  from  all  other  yacht  dubs,  and  to  restrict  it  to  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron  only.  That  this  withdrawal  of  the  right  from  all  other  yacht 
clubs  was  intended  to  be  universal  in  its  application  appears  from  the 
minute  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Sidney  Herbert,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  which  directs  circular  letters  cancelling  the  warrants  for  the 
white  flag,  and  substituting  warrants  for  the  blue  flag,  to  be  addressed 
'to  all  the  secretaries  of  all  yacht  clubs,  except  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron,'  to  which  the  privilege  of  wearing  the  white  ensign  had  been 
granted,  and  letters  were  written  accordingly  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  the  Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  the  Royal 
Southampton  Yacht  Club,  the  Royal  Eastern  Yacht  Club,  the  Wharn- 
clifle  Sailing  Club,  and  of  the  Gibraltar  Club.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  no  exception  was  intended  in  favour  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club  of  Ireland,  and  the  absence  of  a  similar  letter  to  that  club,  cancel- 
ling the  general  warrant  for  the  white  flag,  which  had  been  granted  to 
it  in  1832,  arose,  as  it  would  appear,  firom  the  belief  at  the  Admiralty 
that  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  and  the  Royal  Western  Yacht 
Club  of  Ireland,  which  were  at  one  time  incorporated^  were  still  one 
and  the  same  club,  and  the  notice  was  accordingly  addressed  simply  *  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  at  Stonehouse,  Devon,' 
tlie  supposed  general  head-quarters  of  the  club. 

"  Subsequently  to  1842  the  Admiralty  required  that,  in  addition  to  the 
general  warrant  authorising  any  exceptional  flag  to  be  worn  by  a  yacht 
club,  each  yacht  belonging  to  the  club  should  be  furnished  with  a  parti* 
cular  warrant  in  her  own  name;  and  it  appears  from  Mr.  Osborne's 
letter,  dated  the  5th  of  April,  1853,  that  at  that  time  particular  warrants 
for  the  white  flag  were  refused  to  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of 
Ireland,  notwithstanding  the  general  warrant  granted  in  1832,  on  the 
ground  that  the  accidental  omission  of  a  letter  in  1842  was  not  consi- 
dered to  confer  upon  it  any  claim  to  exemption  from  the  general  rule 
then  established,  namely,  the  restriction  of  the  privilege  of  wearing  the 
white  ensign  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron.  On  renewed  application, 
however,  the  club  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  Admiralty,  particular 
warrants  for  the  white  flag;  but  there  appears  to  have  been n6  sufficient 
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teason  why  it  should  have  been  more  &TOiirod  ihan  the  other  yacht 
ciabe  to  which,  in  common  with  it,  the  privilege  of  cairjing  the  white 
Bag  had  been  granted,  and  from  which  that  privilege  was  afterwarda 
withdrawn.  Every  other  application  for  permission  to  wear  the  white 
fbkg  made  by  other  yacht  clubs  to  the  Admiralty  since  1842  has  been 
invariably  refused,  on  the  express  ground  that  the  privilege  was  confined 
exclnsively  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron. 

^*  In  the  year  1847  the  permission  granted  to  the  Royal  St.  George's 
Club  of  Ireland  to  wear  the  white  ensign  was  cancelled,  and  the  Marquis 
of  Conyngham  informed  that  it  had  been  granted  inadvertently;  that  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron  had  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carrying  the 
white,  or  St.  George's  flag;  and  that  to  the  frequent  applications  from 
other  clubs  to  be  allowed  to  carry  the  white  ensign,  the  answer  invari- 
ably  given  had  been  to  that  effect. 

"  To  a  similar  application,  made  by  the  Marquis  of  Donegal  in  the 
year  1849,  on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Irish  Yacht  Club,  the  answer  given 
was,  that  the  pririlege  of  carrying  the  white  ensign,  was  confined  exclu- 
sively to  the  vessels  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron.  The  Royal  Yficht 
Squadron  is  a  club  of  no  peculiar  nationality,  but  is  universally  recog* 
niaed  as  the  leading  Yacht  Club  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Its  members 
are  chosen  by  general  ballot,  and  the  bondjide  ownership  of  a  sea- 
going yacht  is  a  necessary  qualification  for  admission.  In  this  latter 
respect  it  differs  from  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland,  as 
well  as  from  all  other  yacht  clubs ;  and  it  appears  from  letters  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  this  office,  that  the  secretary  of  the  Royal 
ITVestem  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  is  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  the  oumera 
ofyaehU  belonging  to  other  clubs,  inviting  them  to  belong  to  the  cluby 
and  informing  them  that  the  annual  subscription  for  non»residents  in 
Ireland  is  two  guineas,  with  two  guineas  entrance^  and  that  the  club 
flog  is  the  white  ensign  of  Her  Majesty* s  fleet,  and  corresponding 
burgee,  with  the  distinguishing  marhs  of  the  club.  This  may  serve  to 
explain  the  value  attached  to  the  possession  of  the  white  ensign  in  1849, 
with  reference  to  an  extension  of  the  club  then  in  contemplation.  One 
of  the  grounds  on  which  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  rests 
its  claim  is,  the  reasonableness  that  one  Irish  club  should  have  the  right 
of  wearing  the  white  ensign;  but  it  appears,  on  analysing  tbe  list  of  the 
club  for  the  year  1868,  that  of  122  yachts  of  which  it  then  consisted, 
only  41  belonged  to  Irish  ports,  the  remaining  81  belonging  to  English, 
to  Scotch,  and  to  Welsh  ports.  The  total  tonnage  of  the  yachts 
belonging  to  the  club  was  5,688,  of  which  the  tonnage  of  the  Irish 
yachts  was  dbly  890,  or  less  than  1  '6th  of  the  whole,  being  an  average 
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in  the  lower  corner  next  the  mast,  which  was  the  flag  originally  borne 
by  the  R.LY.C.?  I  should  imagine  not,  but  if  they  would  the  dispute 
might  be  easily  settled  in  that  manner,  for  to  that  the  R.Y.S.  could 
hardly  object. 

Putting,  however,  the  motives  on  one  side,  the  only  claim  of  the 
R.W.  of  I.Y.C.  b  founded  on  prescription  and  on  the  mistakes  of  the 
Admiralty  officials.  Their  mistakes  in  the  matter  are  undeniable,  and  ' 
would  be  excusable  if  we  did  not  hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Adnoi- 
ralty  was  absorbed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  more  important  matters,  and 
as  their  "  reasons  **  naturally  slur  over  these  mistakes,  I  think,  in 
fairness,  I  ought  to  give  the  dates  and  facts  appearing  in  the  blue 
book. 

In  1832  permission  was  given  to  the  R.W.  of  I.Y.C.  and  other 
clubs  to  carry  the  white  ensign,  as  above  stated. 

In  1 842  the  Admiralty  resolved  to  withdraw  the  permission  from  all 
clubs  except  the  R.Y.S.,  but  omitted  to  communicate  this  resolution  to 
the  R.W.  of  I.Y.C,  and  also  resolved  that,  instead  of  general  permis- 
sion to  the  dub,  each  vessel  must  have  a  separate  warrant  to  carry  its 
flag. 

In  1849  the  secretary  of  the  club  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  and 
inquired  whether  the  **  privilege  granted  to  the  R.W.  of  I.Y.C.  had 
been  withdrawn,^'  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  answered  simply 
that  it  had  not;  an  undoubted  fact,  though  had  the  then  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  been  aware  of  what  had  taken  place  seven  years  before^ 
he  probably  would  have  returned  a  different  answer. 

In  1853  the  club,  for  the  first  time,  applied  for  warrants  to  carry  the 
white  ensign,  which  were  refused  by  the  Admiralty,  but,  after  some 
correspondence,  were  granted,  the  Whigs  being  then  in  office. 

In  1858  the  Admiralty  determined  that  no  club  but  the  R.Y.S. 
should  have  the  white  ensign,  and  withdrew  the  permission  from  the 
ILW.  of  I.Y.C,  the  Tories  being  then  in  office. 

Here,  no  doubt,  have  been  displayed  a  series  of  mistakes  and  of 
changes,  by  which  the  R.W.  of  I.Y.C.  have  been  enabled  to  carry  the 
white  ensign  until  1858,  and  thus  to  have  a  semblance  of  a  claim  by 
prescription,  or  long  usage;  but  as  to  this  it  appears  that  until  1853  no 
single  vessel  of  that  club  ever  applied  for  or  received  the  Admiralty 
warant,  so  that  the  flag,  if  carried  by  them^  was  carried  illegally,  though 
it  escaped  notice  until  the  club  increased  in  numbers,  but  a  claim  by 
prescription  can  hardly  be  set  up  on  such  grounds. 

And  now  that  I  am  on  this  subject,  I  will  give  your  readers  a  piece 
of  information  which  will  probably  startle  most  of  them,  that  by  carry- 
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tag  any  fancy  fia^,  or,  in  fact,  any  flag  but  the  red  ensign,  they  render 
themselvee  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £500.  The  last  statute  on  the  subject 
IS  8  and  9  Vict.,  c.  87,  which  in  justice  to  modem  legislation,  I  should 
observe,  merely  repeats  the  absiirb  and  impracticable  enactments  of  the 
old  acts  on  the  subject,  and  by  the  complicated  mass  of  verbiage  form- 
ing the  tenth  section  of  that  statute,  it  is  enacted  that  "  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  presume  to  hoist,  carry,  or  wear  in  or  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  fishing  boat,  or  other  vessel  or  boat  whatever  belonging 
to  any  of  Her  Majesty ^s  subjects,  whether  the  same  be  merchant  or 
otherwise,  Her  Majesty's  Jack,  commonly  called  the  Union  Jack,  or  any 
pendant  or  colour  such  as  are  commonly  worn  by  Her  Majesty's  ships; 
or  any  jack,  flag,  or  pendant  or  colours  whatever,  made  in  imitation  of, 
or  resembling  those  of  Her  Majesty,  or  any  kind  of  pendant  whatever, 
without  particular  warrant  for  their  so  doing  from  Her  Majesty  or  the 
High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
€3&ce  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  any  other  ensigns  or  colours  than  the 
ensign  or  colours  preseribed  by  the  said  proclamation  to  be  worn  (the 
red  ensign),  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  master  or  other  person 
having  charge  of  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  or  the  owners  or  owner 
thereof  being  on  board,  the  same  and  every  other  person  so  o£Fending 
shall,  for  every  such  ofience,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  £600;" 
and  any  officer  of  the  navy  or  the  Customs  is  authorized  to  seize  the 
offending  flag. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  a  hope  that  the  House  of 
Commons  will  decline  to  listen  to  so  trifling  a  matter,  and  will  leave  it 
to  its  proper  tribunal,  the  Admiralty;  but  that  if  the  House  does  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  it  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ad- 
miralty rules  are  not  uoreasonable,  and  that  the  Admiralty  has  a  right 
to  say  that  the  R.Y.S.  shall  carry  the  white  ensign,  and  the  other  clubi 
a  red  or  blue  ensign,  with  distinguishing  marks. — ^Yours,  &a, 

CM. 


TESTIMONIAL  F0&  RESCUING  LIFE. 

A  raw  weeks  ago,  a  select  party  met  at  the  Fountain  Tavern,  Graves- 
end,  when  a  testimonial  was  presented  to  J .  Busby,  a  waterman  of  that 
town,  for  his  meritorious  conduct  in  having  rescued  a  person  from  drowning. 
The  testimonial  consisted  of  a  very  pretty  lever  watch,  manufactured  by 
Benson,  of  Ludgate  Hill,  with  a  suitable  memento  inscribed  on  the  case,  as 

I^Uows: **  Presented  by  the  members  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club 

to  J.  Busby,  for  his  praiseworthy  conduct  in  having  rescued  a  life  upon  the 
loss  of  the  Albatross  yacht  on  the  3rd  of  July,  18/59."— Mr.  Ayckbourn,  on 
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presentiDg  the  testimonial,  observed  that  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
most  of  the  persons  present  that  in  the  course  of  last  summer  a  melancholy 
accident  occurred  off  Gravesend  to  the  yacht  Albatross,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Berncastle.    The  yacht  haying  come  in  collision  with  another  Teasel 
was  capsized,  and  three  persons  on   board,  including   the   owner,   were 
drowned.    Two  of  the  party,  however,  were  savedt  namely,  the  cabin  boy 
and  a  Mr.  Bowes,  of  Alfred  Place,  Newington  Causeway.  The  latter  person, 
after  a  desperate  struggle  to  get  clear  of  his  drowning  comrades,  was  picked 
up  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion  by  J.  Busby,  a  waterman  of  GraTesend, 
who  was  rowing  ashore  in  his  boat  at  the  time.    Mr.  Bowes  was  taken  to  a 
coffee-house  in  Harmer  Street,  and  provided  vrith  a  bed ;  a  medical  man  was 
tent  for,  and  every  attention  paid  him.    Mr.  Rhodes,  of  the  Fountain 
Tavern,  to  whom  he  was  a  total  stranger,  had  provided  him  with  a  suit  of 
clothes  to  enable  him  to  return  to  town.     Incredible  as  it  might  appear, 
however,  he  had  totally  forgotten  the  obligations  he  was  under  to  the 
parties,  and  had  not  eyen  made  the  man  who  had  rescued  him  from  death 
the  slightest  remuneration.    Mr.  Ayckbum  had  appealed  ineffectually  to 
Mr.  Bowes*s  sense  of  gratitude,  and  had  endeavoured  to  put  him  to  the 
blush,  but  in  vain.    He  had  written  to  him  twice  upon  the  subject,  and  had 
also  called  upon  him,  but  he  would  neither  answer  his  letters  nor  see  him. 
He,  however,  had  det^mined  not  to  let  the  matter  rest  there,  and  although 
Mr.  Bowes  was  not  a  member  of  any  yacht  club,  nor  in  fact  a  yachtsman  at 
all,  he  considered  it  was  a  question  in  which  every  yachtsmail  throughout 
the  kingdom  was  interested.     They  were  all  liable  to  a  similar  casualty,  and 
it  was  therefore  incumbent  on  them  to  hold  out  every  inducement  to  persons 
to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  save  life,  even  at  the  risk  of  their  own.     He 
had  therefore  proposed  to  the  members  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Tacht  Club 
to  get  up  a  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  Busby  with  a  testi- 
monial.   He  was  happy  to  say  that  they  had  cordially  responded  to  his 
appeal,  but  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that  other  yachtsmen  had  not 
followed  the  example.    He  felt  great  pleasure  in  presenting  Busby  with  the 
testimonial,  and  was  quite  sure  that  he  would  not  estimate  it  by  its  mere  in- 
trinsic value,  but  would  treasure  it  as  a  memento ;  and  he  hoped  that  it 
would  stimulate  others  to  emulate  Bu8by*s  praiseworthy  conduct.    Joseph 
Busby,  in  a  seamanlike  way,  returned  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
subscribed,  and  said  that  he  should  always  feel  proud  of  having  recdved 
such  a  mark  of  their  approbation,  add  should  preserve  it  as  a  memorial  of 
having  done  one  good  action  during  his  life,  and  be  proud  to  think  that  he 
had  not  lived  for  nothing. 


SAVING  LIFE  FROM  SHIPWRECK. 

A  Mbbtinq  of  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution  was  held  on  Deo. 
1st.,  at  its  house,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  Thomas  Chapman,  Esq.,  v.b.s.,  in 
the  chair.    Ths  silver  medal  of  the  institution  was  presented  respectively  to 
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WL  Hook,  R.  Butcher,  F.  Smith.  W.  Rose,  J.  Butcher,  A.  Mewse,  T.  Liflfin, 
«Ad  N.  Colby,  aod  £IV  to  them  and  other  men,  for  their  general  gallant 
aerviees  in  saving  lives  in  the  Lowestoft  lifeboat,  which  is  in  connection 
with  the  National  Lifeboat  Institution;  but  particularly  for  rtscuing  the 
crew,  consisting  of  fourteen  men,  of  the  steamer  Shamrock,  of  Dublii,  which 
during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  was  wrecked  on  the  Holm  Sand  on  the  1st  ult. 
This  was  an  unusually  gallant  rescue,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
arrival  and  extraordinary  exertions  of  the  lifeboat's  crew,  every  one  of  the 
steamer's  hands  would  in  all  probability  have  perished. 

A  reward  of  £9  lOs.  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  same  lifeboat  for 
their  services  in  putting  off  in  her  and  rescuing  the  crew  of  five  men  of  the 
schooner  Lord  Douglas,  of  Dundee,  which,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind, 
parted  from  her  anchors  and  drove  on  Gorton  Beach  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  ult. 

Also  a  reward  of  £9  10s.  to  the  crew  of  the  same  lifeboat,  for  subsequently 
saving,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  crew  of  four  men  of  the  schooner 
SOva,  of  Glasgow,  which  was  also  totally  wrecked  on  Corton  Beach  during 
the  heavy  gale  of  that  day. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  was  voted  to  Lieut,  the  Hon.  R.  F. 
Boyle,  B.ii^  the  chief  officer  of  the  Coast  Guard ;  the  second  service  clasp  to 
Robert  Parrott,  who  had  previously  received  the  medal  of  the  Institution; 
and  £S  5s.,  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  lifeboat  stationed  at  Tenby,  for 
putting  off  and  rescuing,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  the  crew  of  three  men 
of  the  smack  Bruce,  of  Milfbrd. 

A  reward  of  £6  was  granted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  lifeboat 
stationed  at  Braunton,  North  Devon,  in  acknowledgement  of  their  valuable 
services  in  rescuing  the  crew  of  six  men  of  the  brig  North  Esk,  of  Sunderland, 
which,  during  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind,  was  wrecked  on  Braunton  Sands, 
on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  ult 

A  reward  of  £11  was  also  granted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  lifeboat 
at  Castletown,  Isle  of  Man,  for  putting  off  and  rescuing  four  of  the  crew  cf 
the  Ohio,  of  Stettin,  which  was  wrecked  during  a  gale  of  wind  off  Castletown 
on  the  Idth  ult. 

A  reward  of  £6  was  likewise  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Barmouth  lifeboat, 
for  putting  off  to  the  assistance  of  the  ship  Troy,  of  Boston,  U.S.,  cotton 
laden,  which  during  the  foggy  weather  was  seen  on  shore,  in  a  dangerous 
position,  in  that  neighbourhood.  By  the  timely  services  of  the  lifeboat  this 
valuable  ship  and  cargo  were  probably  saved  from  destruction.. 

A  reward  of  ^6  lOs.  was  also  voted  to  the  Society's  lifeboat  at  Berwick, 
for  saving  in  a  heavy  sea  the  crew  of  nx  men  of  the  brig  New  Astley,  of 
Aberdeen,  which  was  wrecked  in  a  very  high  sea,  off  Spittle  Point,  on  the 
9th  ult.  Eighteen  lives  were  also  saved  during  the  late  heavy  gales,  from 
fom*  wrecks,  by  the  Institution's  lifeboats  stationed  at  Yarmouth,  Winterton, 
and  Whitburn.  Since  the  recent  storms  the  Institution  has  paid  £16S  for 
services  of  its  lifeboats. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  institution  and  £1  was  voted  to  Mr.  P.  Smith, 
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Coast  Guard  chief  boatman,  and  £6  to  his  crew,  in  acknowledgment  of  tbcir 
gallant  services  in  wading  into  the  sarf,  at  the  imminent  peril  of  their  Uvea, 
and  rescuing,  bj  means  of  ropes,  the  master  of  the  Norwegian  brig  Caroline, 
which  during  a  terrific  gale  of  wind,  was  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  night  of  the 
26th  of  October.  Three  of  the  crew  were  subsequently  washed  on  shore  on 
the  stem  part  of  the  ship ;  but  three  others  unhappily  met  with  a  watery 
grave. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  and  £9  was  also  voted  to  a  fisherman 
named  Charles  Mitchell,  and  X15  to  eight  ot£ier  men  in  acknowledgment  of 
their  gallant  conduat  in  rescuing  four  of  the  crew  of  the  sloop  Busy,  of 
Newquay,  Cornwall,  which,  during  a  hurricane,  was  wrecked  off  that  port » 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  October.  After  repeated  efforts  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  Mitchell  managed  to  reach  the  sloop  and  to  save  her  crew.  It  is 
well  known  that  a  lifeboat  has  been  long  wanted  at  Newquay;  the  large 
landed  proprietors — the  Brunes',  the  Rashleighs*,  and  the  Robartes' — ^hava 
generously  come  forward  in  this  good  work,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
rich  Duchy  of  Cornwall  will  contribute  something  towards  providing  its 
dangerous  shores  with  lifeboats.  A  reward  of  £6  was  also  voted  to  several 
men  for  saving,  by  means  of  cliff  ladders,  the  crew  of  three  men  firom  the 
schooner  Diligence  of  Whitby,  which  was  wrecked  off  that  port.  Various 
other  honorary  and  pecuniary  rewards,  amounting  to  ^6200,  were  also  granted 
to  different  parties  in  testimony  of  their  valuable  services  in  saving  life  from 
shipwrecks  during  the  recent  heavy  gales  on  the  coast.  A  letter  was  read 
firom  the  officer  of  the  Coast  Guard  at  North  Berwick,  and  the  clergyman  of 
the  Manse,  stating  the  necessit]^  of  a  lifeboat  at  that  place.  A  wreck  had 
recently  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood,  when  the  whole  di  her  crew  perished. 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  crew  might  all  have  been  saved  had  a  lifeboat 
been  on  the  station. 

Miss  Burdett  Coatts  had,  with  her  usual  munificence  towards  the  lifeboat 
cause,  offered  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  lifeboat  which  the  Institution  is  about  to 
send  to  Silloth,  near  Carlisle.  The  Institution  decided  to  station  new  life- 
boats at  St.  Andrews  and  Thurso,  in  Scotland ;  and  at  Portrush,  in  Ireland. 
It  was  reported  that  the  Institution's  lifeboats  had,  during  the  recent  storms, 
been  instrumental,  under  God,  in  rescuing  eighty-five  poor  sailors  from  an 
appalling  death  by  shipwreck.  The  boats  had  also  been  the  means  of 
saving  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  property,  by  aiding  distressed  vessels 
to  get  off  from  dangerous  positions.  The  Liverpool  Dock  Trustees  ap- 
plied to  the  Institution  to  order  a  lifeboat  on  Peake's  plan  to  be  built  for 
them.  Payments-amounting  to  about  £661,  were  made  on  various  lifeboat 
establishments.  The  committee  earnestly  appealed  to  the  public  for  sup- 
port to  meet  the  heavy  demands  on  the  Institution.  It  was  unanimously 
voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution,  inscribed 
on  vellum,  be  presented  to  Charles  Clifford,  Esq.,  in  acknowledgement  of  his 
able  and  indefiitigable  exertions  in  inventing  and  bringing  to  a  state  of  per- 
fection an  improved  plan  for  safely  lowering  boats  at  sea,  which  has  already 
baen  the  means  of  saving  many  lives  from  drowning.    A.  W.  Jafflray,  Esq.^ 
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who  18  a  manificent  contributor  to  the  funds  of  the  loBtitution,  having  been 
elected  a  l^ce- President,  the  proceedings  closed. 


Thb  following  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Timet  will  show  that  yachtsmen 
are  beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  Lifeboat  Institution. 

Sir. — The  letter  of  the  Rev.  John  Pellew  Gaze,  in  your  yesterday's  im- 
pression, forcibly  illustrates  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  lifeboat  station 
at  the  back  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as  well  as  the  valuable  services  it  would 
lately  have  rendered  had  it  been  in  existence.  It  also  furnishes  a  strong 
commentary  on  the  indifference  too  generally  shown  to  the  dangers  attend- 
ing the  navigation  of  our  coast,  until  public  attention  is  arrested  by  acci- 
dents involving  great  loss  of  life. 

It  is  because  the  public  attention  has  been  at  last  so  arrested  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  that  I  now  ask  yon  to  publish  the  following  statement: — 
I  |I  .have  been  for  some  time  endeavouring  to  establish  a  lifeboat  station  at 
firooke,  (Isle  of  Wight,)  in  connection  with  the  National  Lifeboat  Institution, 
and  after  communicating  with  the  secretary  on  the  subject  offered  to  sub- 
scribe iS50,  and  to  endeavour  to  obtain  other  subscriptions  for  that  purpose. 

A  sum  of  £350  is  required  in  the  tirst  instance,  with  a  small  annual  sub- 
scription, to  keep  up  the  station,  and  a  local  committee  to  manage  it. 

If  yon  will  kindly  make  this  known  in  your  columns,  I  have  bo  doubt  the 
necessary  amount  will  soon  be  forthcoming,  as  well  as  a  list  of  members  of 
the  local  committee  and  of  annual  subscribers. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  communication  on  the  subject  directed  to 

me  here,  and  I  am  sure  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Secretary  to  the  National  Lifeboat 

Institution,  14,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  will  give  every  information  to  those 

applying  to  him. 

I  am,  &c., 

Weymouth^  December  10th,  1859.  John  Turmbb  Tubmeb. 


LIFEBOATS  AND  SALVAGE. 

A  ciBCUMSTAKCB  of  Considerable  importance  has  transpired  at  Lowestoft. 
The  screw  steamer  Enchantress,  of  Hull,  was  brought  into  the  harbour  on 
ftiunday,  the  6th  ult,  with  loss  of  rudder,  &c.,  by  the  Pakefield  lifeboat  and 
a  steam  tug.  llie  claim  for  salvage  was  settled  by  private  arrangement  for 
iS750,  the  lifeboat  crew  and  the  company  of  beachmen  being  awarded  half 
this  amount,  or  £375.  Salvage  is  never  considered  legitimate  work  for  a 
lifeboat,  as  otherwise  undue  repairs  would  be  rendered  necessary ;  and  one 
of  the  rules  of  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution  is,  that  in  case  their 
boats  render  salvage  services  two  shares  of  the  amount  received  are  to  be 
paid  for  the  boat  The  local  committee  at  Lowestoft  determined  that  this 
rule  should  be  adhered  to  in  the  present  instance ;  and  a  meeting  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  coxswain  of  the  lifeboat  crew  of  the  conclu* 
sioD  arrived  at. 
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Captain  Joachim,  r.ii.,  in  reply  to  a  question,  intimated  that  the  allowed 
crew  of  the  lifeboat  was  nineteen  hands  ;  there  would,  therefore,  be  nineteen 
shares  for  the  crew  and  two  shares  for  the  boat,  and  each  man  would 
receive  ahout  £17  l7s.  The  coxswain  said  a  promise  had  been  made  pre- 
yiously  that  if  the  crew  repaired  any  damage  sustained  by  the  lifeboat  do 
claim  would  be  made  by  the  society.  Captain  Joachim  said  a  case  had 
occurred  in  which  the  claim  by  oversight  was  not  put  in,  but  no  promise  of 
the  kind  mentioned  had  ever  been  made.  One  of  the  crew  upon  this 
exclaimed,  **  Then  we  shall  never  go  off  in  the  boat  again  ;"  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  thereupon  directed  the  men  to  leave  the  room.  The 
rule  of  the  society  appears,  however,  to  be  only  reasonable  and  just. 


SAILORS'  HOME  AND  PLACE  OF  REFUGE  FOR  SHIPWRECKED 

MARINERS  AT  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

December  Srd. — There  are  now  at  the  Home  three  seamen  who  were  rescued 
from  the  mast  of  a  sunken  vessel,  to  which  they  had  been  clinging  for  more 
than  sixty  hours.  For  three  nights  and  two  days  they  held  on  this  uncertain 
support — about  eight  feet  above  the  raging  sea— without  food  and  almost 
without  clothing.  One  of  the  men  took  off  his  shirt  and  held  it  out  as  a 
signal  of  distress  till  it  was  blown  from  his  feeble  grasp.  The  vessel  struck 
upon  the  Hasborough  Sand  on  Fiiday  evening,  at  9h.  p.m.,  and  they  were 
not  rescued  till  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning — a  case  of  most  remarkable 
endurance.  It  was  but  a  small  vessel,  a  smack  with  four  hands,  the  fourth 
a  boy,  climbed  the  mast  with  the  others  and  held  on  till  the  Saturday,  when 
he  became  exhausted,  and  relaxing  his  hold  slipt  down  into  the  sea.  One 
of  the  men  went  down  afler  him,  seized  him  and  dragged  him  up  the  mast 
again,  but  there  was  nothing  to  which  to  lash  him,  and  no  crosstrees  or 
spars  on  which  to  rest,  so  that  during  the  night,  when  almost  senseless  with 
cold  and  fatigue,  the  poor  boy  slipt  down  again,  and  was  lost  in  the  darkness. 
On  Sunday  they  were  tantalized  with  the  hope  of  immediate  succour,  a 
vessel  saw  their  signals  and  heard  their  cries,  and  sent  a  boat  to  their  relief 
but,  afler  buffetting  with  the  wind  and  tide,  they  had  the  mortification  to 
see  her  give  up  the  attempt  and  return  to  the  vessel.  Then  it  was  that 
black  despair  took  possession  of  them,  and  they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost ; 
but  clinging  to  their  frail  support  for  an  hour  or  two  longer  they  heard  a  gun 
fire.  This  gave  them  fresh  courage,  for  they  took  it  to  be  a  signal,  as  in  fact 
it  was,  that  their  case  was  known,  and  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  save 
them.  The  vessel  stood  in  and  conununicated  with  the  shore,  and  a  boat 
put  off  to  search  for  them,  but  they  were  such  a  speck  on  the  ocean  that 
night  coming  on,  they  could  not  be  seen,  and  they  returned  on  shore.  For 
the  third  night,  therefore,  they  had  still  to  cling  on,  expecting  every  moment 
that  the  mast  would  go  over  and  bury  them  in  the  deep.  On  the  Monday 
morning  the  shore  boat  made  another  attempt,  fell  in  with  them  at  10  o*clock, 
and  landed  them  at  Palling,  more  dead  than  alive,  whence,  as  soon  as  they 
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could  be  moved,  they  were  brought  to  the  Sailors'  Home  here,  their  swollen 
fimbs  and  benumbed  frames  and  ghastly  countenances  testifying  to  the 
sofRsriags  they  had  undergone.  They  are  now  receiving  all  the  comforts 
which  are  so  essential  to  their  restoration  to  health,  but  it  will  be  some  time 
before  they  will  be  able  to  leave  their  present  quarters. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 

Melen  Coran: — Maitt  of  our  readers  will  recollect  reading  the  particulars 
some  time  ago,  of  the  perilous  voyage  of  the  Little  Lucy  a  screw  yacht  of 
aboot  25  tons,  to  fiahia,  having  been  navigated  that  long  distance  in  perfect 
safety  by  Capt.  R.  Brecon,  noth withstanding  the  perilous  character  of  the 
uodertaking.  The  Little  Lucy  was  intended  for  the  service  of  the  contrac- 
tors of  Bahia  Railway,  and  after  her  successful  run  out  it  was  determined, 
thus  encouraged,  to  despatch  a  still  smaller  crew  steamer  under  sail  to  the 
same  destination.  Accordingly  one  was  purchased  on  the 'Clyde,  under 
20  tons  register,  and,  after  being  fitted  out  for  her  adventurous  voyage,  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brecon  as  the  most  fitting  person  to 
bring  the  trip  to  a  successful  termination,  the  coolness  and  skill  exhibited 
by  him  in  his  first  performance  justifying  this  confidence;  and  she  started, 
after  several  delays  in  running  from  port  to  port  to  escape  various  gales,  on 
ber  passage  to  Bahia.  If  the  voyage  of  the  Little  Lucy  manifested  an 
amount  of  seamanship  and  daring  rarely  witnessed,  the  trip  of  the  Helen 
Coran«  the  name  of  the  screw  steamer  in  question,  was  calculated  to  call 
forth,  if  possible,  still  greater  resources  of  skill,  judgment,  and  cool  daring. 
Of  course  Captain  Brecon  knew  that  the  utmost  watchfulness  would  be  re  - 
quired,  lest  a  puff  of  wind  should  capsize  his  tiny  craft  and  involve  himself 
and  crew,  five  in  number,  in  a  watery  grave,  and  that  he  would/  as  he  ex- 
preasedf  have  to  '*  nurse  her  like  a  child."  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the 
adventurous  party,  with  their  little  craft,  have  arrived  safe  at  Cape  Verd, 
after  having  encountered  fearful  weather,  the  Helen  Coran  being  most  of  the 
time  literally  buried  in  the  seas.  There  was  no  respite  from  watchfulness, 
as  the  least  relaxation  might  have  proved  fiital,  and  so  far  on  this  perilous 
Toyage  intrepid  skill  has  triumphed  over  a  step  that  seemed  censurable  for 
temerity,  and  Captain  Brecon  has  every  confidence  in  the  successful  ac- 
complishment of  the  least  hazardous  part  of  the  vojage.  We  hope  on  the 
return  of  the  gallant  captain  he  will  meet  with  a  more  enlarged  sphere  for 
the  ^play  of  his  talent. 

Messrs,  Wanhill,  of  Poole,  are  building  a  34  ton  yawl  for  Hedworth 
LambtoD,  Esq.,  and  a  25  ton  cutter  for  Captain  Whitbread.  The  Pearl 
20  tons,  by  the  same  builders,  has  been  sold  to  St.  John  Coventry,  Esq.,  and 
the  magnificent  schooner  yacht  Shark  has  at  last  found  a  purchaser,  and  is 
on  the  point  of  sailing  for  the  Mediterranean. 
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CLIFFORD'S  BOAT  LOWERING* 

Ox  A  recent  occasion  at  a  dinner  of  the  London  Rowing  Club,  the  chairman 
in  proposing  Mr.  Clifford's  health,  made  some  observations  which  has  called 
forth  the-foUowing  remarks  by  the  £cUtor  of  Belts  Life^  and  in  which  we 
cordially  agree. 

^*  We  fear  that  the  statement  of  the  chairman  to  the  effect  that  **  pnblic 
acknowledgment  was  about  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Clifford'*  rests  on  no  solid 
foundation.  It  is  not  very  oAen  that  a  man  taking  the  bold  and  inde- 
pendent course  pursued  by  that  gentleman  meets  with  very  liberal  treatment 
from  the  government ;  nor  is  his  likely  to  be  an  exceptional  case.  Honour 
and  reward  are  not  for  one  who  has  so  openly  and  fearlessly  exposed  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  officials,  and  the  consequent  enormous  loss  of  life  that 
follows  their  disregard  of  all  feeling  of  humanity  for  seamen  and  others  whose 
business  is  in  the  great  deep.  Mr.  Clifford  must  rest  contented  with  the 
knowledge  that  his  life  has  been  useful  to  his  country,  and  the  thanks  of 
different  public  bodies  interested  in  his  great  achievement.  The  committee 
of  that  excellent  society,  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution,  but  last 
week  awarded  him  their  thanks  on  yellum  for  "  the  able  and  indefatigable 
exertions  he  has  made  in  the  cause  of  humanity  in  inventing  and  bringing 
to  perfection  his  system  of  safSely  lowering  boats  at  sea,  which  is  now  being 
brought  into  general  use,  and  through  the  instrumentality  of  which  a  large 
number  of  lives  have  already  been  saved  from  drowning.**  When  we  re« 
member  that  this  committee  is  composed  of  some  of  the  first  and  most 
practical  members  of  our  naval  departments,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
the  shipping  interest,  including  such  names  as  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  and 
Captain  Washington,  Captains  Robertson,  Sullivan,  and  Lean,  with  Messrs. 
Baring  and  Chapman,  m.p.,  and  chairman  of  Lloyds,  toe  need  add  little. 
These  gentlemen  well  know  the  professional  prejudice  and  stolid  indifference 
to  life  that  has  had  to  be  met  and  combated  by  a  landsman,  as  well  as  the 
risk  and  danger  to  life  he  has  run,  in  proving  beyond  doubt  in  his  own 
person,  not  once  or  twice,  but  hundreds  of  times,  that  all  he  has  asserted  for 
his  invention  is  true,  viz.,  *<  that  in  any  sea  in  which  a  boat  when  once  on 
the  water  could  safely  live,  in  that  sea  it  could  under  any  circumstances  of 
speed  or  weather  be  safely  lowered.'*  They  also  know  that  he  has  done  this 
too  for  the  good  of  a  service  to  which  he  was  a  perfect  stranger,  not  only 
without  fee  or  reward,  but  at  serious  pecuniary  loss  to  himself.  To  such 
facts  as  these  we  gladly  give  publicity,  and  would  endorse  all  the  speaker 
advanced  in  other  respects  in  reference  to  this  particular  case  and  its  bear- 
ing on  the  advantages  of  the  pursuit  of  aquatic  sports;  but  we  feel  it  our 
duty  to  correct  what  we  know  to  have  been  stated  in  error,  as  Mr.  Clifford 
was  not  present  himself  to  do  so  at  the  time.*' 

AH  eommiaucations  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor^  6,  iVeto  Church  Street 

Edgware  Road^  N.  YF.,  London. 

BUNT  St  Co.,  Printers,  6,  Mew  Ohurch  Btnet*  BdgWMS  Road,  N.W, 
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CRUISE  TO  THE  BRISTOL  CHANNEL.* 


•  CHAPTER  in. 

Feidat,  the  12th  of  August,  we  deroted  to  prepanDg  for  oar  farther 
«raite  to  the  westward.  HaviDg  taken  on  board  what  coke,  water,  and 
other  stores  we  wanted,  we  got  underway  in  the  afternoon,  and  beat 
down  to  LjiniDgton,  but  owing  to  light  winds  and  a  strong  flood,  we 
4)id  not  reach  the  anchorage  off  Jack  in  the  Basket,  till  nearly  9h.  p.ai. 
We  had  hardly  let  go  our  mud  hook,  when  the  Victoria  and  Albert, 
with  the  Royal  Standard  flying,  came  to  a  little  way  astern  of  us.  This 
was  the  first  easy  stage  Her  Majesty  made  on  her  way  to  the  Channel 
Islands.  With  her  usual  activity,  she  was  past  the  Needles  and  out  of 
ingbt  before  we  were  astir  next  morning. 

Early  on  Saturday  we  pulled  up  Lymington  River,  where  we  found  a 
Dumber  of  yachts,  including  the  Irish  Lily  (cut).  Harlequin  (sch.),  &c., 
lying  at  anchor  inside  Jack  in  the  Basket,  much  the  safest  berth,  as  there 
ia  a  nasty  sea  comes  into  Lymington  Roads  when  the  wind  is  southerly. 
This  river,  or  rather  creek,  is  easily  navigated  at  low  water,  and  for 
some  time  afiterwards,  but  subsequent  to  half-tide,  when  the  grassy  flats 
on  each  side  get  covered,  it  is,  notwithstanding  the  stately  avenue  of 
withered  fir  trees,  plaeed  to  guide  the  errant  boatman,  no  easy  matter  to 
find  one^s  way.     In  coming  down  when  the  tide  was  pretty  nearly  full, 

*  Continued  from  page  24. 
no.  2.*^voL.  IX.  « 
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we  got  aground  half  a  dozen  times.  'In  Mr.  Inman's  yard  we  found 
few  yeBsels  building,  and  but  few  even  on  the  mud.  At  this  season  of 
the  year,  this  great  storehouse  of  yachts  is  well  nigh  exhausted.  A  few 
there  were^-and  among  them  the  well-known  Lul worth,  which  but 
for  her  shovel  bow  would  be  a  very  handsome  vessel,  and  the  much 
decried  Cyclone,  a  vessel  we  were  well  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing;  if  she  don't  sail,  the  fault  is  not  in  her  model,  she  is  as 
pretty  a  craft  to  look  at  as  ever  swam:  She  was  getting  additional 
ballast  and  other  alterations,  which  will  doubtless  improve  her  much. 
Among  the  more  disconsolate  looking  craft,  whose  unpleasant  fate  it 
had  been  to  spend  the  whole  summer  on  the  hot  ooze  of  Lymington 
River,  we  recognised  an  ^Id  friend — a  little  schooner,  called  the  '*  Ugly 
Duck,"  built  by  a  scientific  amateur  in  the  Clyde,  some  years  sincei  on 
a  pet  theory,  and  in  exemplication  of  some  peculiar  curve  generated  by 
a  carriage  wheel  while  performing  its  task  under  difficulties  of  a  remark* 
able  nature— like  all  such  mathematical  creations,  she  had  proved  but 
very  partially  successful.  It  had  been  with  great  difficulty  she  had 
been  brought  round,  and  when  brought  was  found  unsaleable.  Luckily 
she  is  not  large,  so  the  loss  is  not  very  heavy.  She  is  badly  named;  she 
has  little  of  the  duck  about  her,  and  her  ugliness  is  by  no  meaua 
apparent,  indeed  she  is  a  comely  little  craft  to  look  on,  and  would  make 
tme  would  think  a  good  enough  cruiser  for  the  Solent. 

Anxious  to  secure  the  ebb  for  our  passage  through  the  Needles,  we 
tore  ourselves  away  from  Lymington  before  our  curiosity  was  half 
aatisfied.  We  oould  have  spent  the  whole  day-— aye,  two  or  three  whole 
-days  there  with  mn<A  satisfaction  had  time  permitted.  We  got  oo 
board  about  half-^ast  11  a.m.,  and  immediately  got  under  way.  The 
wind  was  ng4it  ahead,  but  with  a  six  knot  tide  under  our  lee  we  did 
not  heed  that  much.  Two  schooner  yachts  had  passed  shortly  before 
we  got  on  hoard,  and  we  were  all  impatience  to  be  after  them.  The 
day  was  perfection — bright  sun— clear  bhie  sky -afresh  breeze,  yet  warm, 
pleasant  temperature— the  coast  all  the  way  to  Portland,  whither  we 
were  bound,  was  new  to  us,  and  everything  combined  to  put  us  in 
capital  spirits.  These  were  no  way  damped  by  the  fact  tisat  we  had 
hardly  cleared  the  buoy  at  the  extremity  of  the  Shingles  before  we  passed 
the  hindmost  schooner,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  her  erew,  i^o  took 
to  skeeting,  and  various  other  dodges  to  make  her  sail;  but  though  a 
vessel  of  upwards  of  60  tons,  she  had  no  chance  with  our  cutter  on  a 
taut  bow  line,  whatever  she  might  have  done  with  a  slack  sheet. 
The  leading  schooner  had  a  much  longer  start,  and  besides  took  a 
•oune  which  did  not  answer  our  book,  standing  away  to  the  southward 
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till  she  ooold  weather  St  Alhaa's  Head  on  one  taok.  We  wished  to 
see  the  oomst  about  Christdiurch  and  Boanieinouth»  and  therefore  kept 
stretching  along  shore,  allho'  not  perhaps  our  shortest  coarse.  Of  all 
the  South  Coast  watering-places,  none  can  beat  Bonmemouth  in  point 
of  position,— sheltered  at  the  back  by  Tcry  high  groond,^t  stands  weU 
eWrated  above  the  sea,  and  open  only  to  the  south.  The  view  its  housss 
oommand  in  most  directions  can  be  bounded  but  by  the  horison.  Poolo 
Harbour  and  Messrs.  Wanhill's  buildiog-yard  we  were  forced  again  to 
pass  unTisited.  Opposite  Corfe  Gistle,  in  the  opening  of  StudUuid 
Bay,  we  tacked  and  passed  close  by  old  Harry  and  his  wife,  two  re* 
markably  hard-headed  individuals,  who  have  taken  up  their  position  at 
the  month  of  Swanage  Bay  from  time  immemorial.  Swanage  is  a 
pretty  little  town,  with  an  anohoragfe  protected  from  all  but  easterly 
winds.  A  good  many  small  yachts  were  lying  off  it  when  we  passed, 
and  from  its  locality  it  doubtless  enjoys  the  visits  of  many  snob. 

At  3h.  p.m.  we  weathered  St.  Alban's  Head,  but  saw  nothbg  of  the 
fikr*£imed  race.  It  is  surprising  how  much  more  alarming  these  races 
•re  in  report  than  in  reality.  It  is  even  now  doubtful  if  the  Lofoden 
Islands  can  boast  of  a  Maelstrom.  It  seems  to  be  with  all  its  horrors 
bat  a  congener  of  the  Sea  Serpent  and  the  Craken.  Standing  well  off, 
after  passing  the  Head  we  soon  got  the  wind  on  our  beam*  Running 
akmg  the  land  fast,  we  passed  Lulworth  Cove  about  dusk,  and  let  go 
our  anchor  in  Portland  Harbour,  about  9b.  p.m.  The  night  had 
beoome  thick,  rainy,  and  very  dark,  and  we  required  a  sharp  look  ovt 
io'keep  dear  of  the  men-of-war  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  as  we  went 
on  gtoping  our^  way  with  the  lead,  as  none  on  board  had  «ever  been 
time  before. 

Daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  the  14th  of  August,  proclaimed  the 
fiiet  that  in  the^dark  we  had  come  to  anchor  much  too  far  from  the 
town  and  pier  for  convenience.  Requiring  at  all  events  to  hoist  our 
aails  to  dry  them,  we  thought  we  might  as  well  get  under  way,  aqd  nm 
eeross  to  Weymouth  before  letting  go  our  anchor  agaiut  On  turning 
oar  backs  on  Portland,  a  very  well  executed  figure  of  Kiog  Qeorge  III. 
mi  horseback,  formed  by  the  iusertion  of  fneces  of  chalk  on  the  opposite 
kill  caught  our  eye,  and  particularly  delighted  cue  of  our  hands  who  had 
kiK>wn  his  Majesty  well  of  old,  when  stationed  here  for  some  yMfs  in  ft 
ivfttone  eraiBer.  Weymouth  has  a  most  imposing  look  from  the  sea^ 
hot  like  all  the  South  Coast  watering-places,  except  indeed  Boumeoiooth 
«nd  Torquay,  it  is  utterly  devoid  of  the  pksturesque»  and  might  reiy 
well  pass  for  e  bit  of  Pimlico  transplanted  to  the  sea  shore. 

On  CSV  return  to  Portland  Herbpur  we  enehoied  much  nearer  lb$ 
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landing  place,  and  lost  no  time  in  getting  ashore.  At  the  jetty  we 
fbnnd  the  gig  of  one  of  the  schooner  yachts  we  had  heen  in  oompanv 
with  yesterday,  waiting  for  a  party  of  ladies  who  had  been  ashore  at 
Church.  The  second  schooner  had  come  in  about  two  hours  after  us* 
Finding  there  was  no  afternoon  service  we  had  to  content  ourselyea 
with  a  ramble  through  the  Island,  as  it  is  called:  it  is  in  reality  only  a 
peninsula,  being  connected  with  the  mainland  by  the  Chesil  Beach,  a  long 
strip  of  g^yelly  bank  which  forms  the  west  side  of  the  harbour.  At  the 
junction  of  this  beach  with  the  island,  is  mtuated  Chesilton,  the  prindpai 
place  within  the  precincts  of  Portland.  This  little  town  is  chiefly  inh»> 
bited  by  fishermen  and  quarriers,  the  former  were  now  much  occupied 
with  mackerel  fishing,  of  which  great  numbers  were  daily  got  by  means 
of  seine  nets  hauled  upon  the  beach.  In  our  ramble  we  fell  in  with  an 
intelligent  old  man  who  had  been  all  his  life  engaged  in  the  quarriea* 
and  I  question  if  he  ever  had  been  on  the  mainland  at  all.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  island  he  said  amounted  to  3,000,  without  counting  1800  con- 
victs. These  3,000  seemed  chiefly  to  have  sprung  from  three  original 
settlers  of  the  names  of  Pearee,  Attwool  and  Stone,  as  these  three  namea 
comprise  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  The  best  rock  he  said 
was  worth  from  8s.  to  lOs.  per  ton,  when  ready  for  shipping.  He  had 
dabbled  in  the  quarrying  way  on  his  own  hook,  and  had  been  tolerably 
successful,  but  he  could  give  but  a  very  indistinct  account  of  the  pro- 
prietorship  or  tenure  by  which  the  quarries  are  held.  He  quite  scouted 
the  idea  that  there  was  a  Duke  of  Portland,  he  would  not  believe  that 
such  a  dignity  exuted.  '*Na-— Na,**  says  he,  *<we  have  nae.  Docdss 
here."      • 

Although  the  Island  of  Portland  cannot  boast  of  **  docks,"  it  pos- 
sesses two  windmilb,  of  which  our  old  cicerone,  Mr.  Attwool,  for  so 
he  called  himself,  was  very  proud— he  pointed  them  ^ut  with  marked 
emphasis  as  the  only  mills  of  the  kind  in  all  *^  DorsetiheerJ**  He  also 
called  our  attention  to  a  picturesque  ruin,  with  a  modem  residence  dose 
by  it,  built  on  a  cliff  overhanging  the  sea,  and  boasting  of  a  demons^ 
containing  the  only  trees  in  the  island,  which  he  called  Bow  and  Arrow 
Castle.  This  now  belongs  to  the  representative  of  the  peace-loving 
William  Penn.  Odd  that  he  should  select  a  property  with  so  bellicose 
a  name. 

The  barracks  in  which  the  convicts  are  confined,  is  on  the  highest 
part  of  the  island.  They  are  very  extensive,  and  seem  well  adapted 
to  the  ob}ect  required.  A  body  of  fif^y  constables  superintend  them,— 
a  small  enough  guards  as  the  recent  mutiny,  when  had  the  military  not 
bean  called  in,  bloodshed  would  have  ensued,  can  testify.  These  convicts 
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are  remarkably  well  fed.  Their  dietary  being  of  a  very  superior  des- 
criptioo  to  that  of  the  free  inhabit aiita  of  the  island.  It  consists,  we 
were  told,  of  twenty-seTen  ounces  o(  bread,  six  ounces  of  butcher's 
meat,  half  a  pint  of  soup,  and  a  half  a  pint  of  beer  daily,  and  in  addi* 
^on,  pudding  on  Sunday.  It  is  alleged  that  an  inferior  diet  would  not 
enable  them  to  perform  the  work  which  they  are  called  upon  to  do. 
Still  it  does  seem  hard  that  rogues  should  habitually  feed  better  than 
boneat  men.  After  a  little  experience,  most  of  them  become  good 
qnanrymen.  Of  course  such  prisoners  as  Sir  John  Dean  Paul,  who  had 
only  recently  left  Portland,  and  whose  ease  seemed  to  have  excited  much 
eommiseratiouy  are  not  put  to  work  in  the  quarries. 

On  Monday  we  visited  the  Break  water— -a  stupendous  work,  worthy 
of  Cherbourg — and  the  wonders  of  Egypt  there  renewed.  It  is  to  be 
when  completed,  one  mile  and  five-eighths  long.  At  present  only  a 
small  portion  next  the  island  is  finished.  ^  The  rest  is  a  mere  mass  of 
debris,  with  a  railway  supported  on  a  frame- work  of  piles  over  it. 
Where  they  are  now  working,  the  depth  of  water  is  about  ten  fathoms, 
and  the  way  in  which  the  piles  are  fixed  at  that  depth  is  curious. 
Instead  of  driving  them  with  an  engine  as  was  done  when  the  water 
was  ahallower,  they  are  now  loaded  each  with  a  stone  of  some  six  or 
seven  tons  weight,  into  which  their  lower  ends  are  sunk.  When. the 
railway  requires  to  be  carried  further  out,  the  requisite  number  of  these 
piles  is  put  on  board  a  steamer,  taken  to  the  end  of  the  breakwater,  and 
there  by  means  of  a  crane  lowered  to  their  places,  cross  beams  are 
immediately  fitted  on  the  top  of  them,  and  lateral  ties  fastened  to  moor- 
ings in  the  sea  on  each  side,  and  hauled  taut.  In  ordinal^  weather 
these  supports  are  sufiident  to  keep  the  frame-work  together  until  the 
trucks,  which  run  on  the  railway  laid  on  the  top  of  the  piles,  have  had 
time  to  deposit  a  sufBcient  amount  of  broken  stones  from  the  quarries 
to  keep  the  piles  in  their  places.  The  trains  are  constantly  running 
while  daylight  lasts,  and  each  train  carries  forty  tons  of  material. 
The  apparatus  for  emptying  them  is  nearly  self-acting,  and  b  very 
ingenious.  The  fall  of  the  huge  stones  horn  these  trucks  into  the 
bosom  of  the  **  vasty  deep,"  makes  the  ocean  surge  and  the  pier  trem« 
ble,  and  must  wofully  astonish  the  fish  in  the  depths  below.  Eight 
hundred  men,  besides  convicts,  are  at  present  at  work  on  this  great 
widertaking.  Several  locomotives  are  constantly  employed  in  dragging 
the  trains  filled  with  stones. 

When  the  breakwater  is  further  advanced  towards  completion,  it  is 
the  intention  of  Government  to  fortify  it  strongly,  in  a  similar  way 
to  that  which  the  French  have  done  at  Cherbourg.     These  forts,  to  be 
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placed  on  the  brenk  water  itself,  taken  in  oombination  with  strong 
batteries  now  forming  on  the  high  ground  of  the  island,  orerlooktng  the 
harbour,  will  make  it  a  very  strong  place  erentoally,  probably  stronger 
than  Cherbourg,  though  of  course  as  it  hat  no  docks  or  building  yards 
it  can  never  be  a  naval  arsenal.  It  will,  however  prove,  and  indeed 
has  already  become  a  most  valuable  station  for  our  Channel  Fleet, 
either  for  offensive  or  defensive  purposes.  Five  or  six  line-of-battle* 
ships,  besides  frigates,  were  lying  there  at  this  time.  It  seemed  m 
very  unpopular  station  with  the  crews  of  these  vessels.  They  had  ail 
been  fitted  out  at  Plymouth  or  Portsmouth,  and  disliked  the  idea  of 
being  so  near  their  families  without  the  possibihty  of  seeing  thenu 
Besides  there  is  as  yet  but  few  of  those  attractions  ashore  which  seamen 
like.  The  men  did  not  strike  us  generally  as  being  at  all  high  classy 
and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  seemed  to  exist  among  them.  One  day 
while  we  were  ashore  it  broke  out  into  almost  open  mutiny  against  the 
midshipman  in  command  of  a  boat  He  was  but  a  little  fellow,  but 
pluck  to  the  back  bone.  He  had  been  trying  to  collect  his  men,  many  oC 
whom  had  exceeded  their  liberty,  and  in  doing  so  had  used  pretty  strong 
language,  which  they  returned  with  muttered  threats  of  throwing  him 
overboard,  and  sulky  looks.  Our  young  Nelson,  however,  retained  hit 
self-possession,  and  carried  his  crew  off  with  him,  not  minus  even  a 
single  man.  One  of  my  own  crew,  who  witnessed  this  squabble,  had 
served  for  several  years  in  the  Navy,  aud  although  a  well-behaved  fellow 
enough,  his  feelings  and  sympathies  seemed  all  eulisted  on  the  side  of  the 
men,  though  they  were  clearly  in  fault.  He  seemed  to  cherish  a  disgust 
to  the  Queen's  Service,  owing  to  what  he  considered  the  tyranny  of  one 
of  his  officers.  He  told  me  if  a  man  met  with  fair  play,  he  would  be  aa 
happy  as  the  day  was  long  in  a  Queen's  ship,  but  if  by  a  single  heedlesa 
word  he  gave  offence  to  a  superior  of  an  unforgiving  disposition  his  post* 
tion  on  board  became  a  mere  boll  upon  earth,  and  that,  please  Providenoey 
he  would  never  expose  himself  to  such  a  risk  again.  The  projiidioe 
among  merchant  seamen  against  the  Navy  is  very  great.  '<  Alongside 
a  man-of-war  ia  far  enough,"  is  a  common  expression.  This  volunteer 
reserve  force  now  organixing  will,  I  feel  satisfied,  prove  a  failure.  The 
men  will  enrol  themselves,  and  pocket  their  annual  bounty,  but  when  the 
enemy  comes,  and  their  services  are  required,  they  will  not  be  forth- 
coming, the  wages  in  the  Merchant  Service  will  then  be  high,  and  tJie 
immediate  gain  and  their  dislike  to  the  Navy  will  induce  them  to  throir 
bounty  and  pension  to  the  winds.  So  the  country  will  be  many  thou- 
sands poorer,  and  sailors  none  the  more  plentiful. 

Tuesday,  the  16th  oi  August,  tiie  last  day  of  our  stay  at  Pordsod  we 
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deTOted  to  an  examinatioD  of  the  creek  or  lagoon  which  divides  the 
Chesil  beach  from  the  mainland.  This  most  singular  islet  runs  from 
Fortlaod  Harbour  where  it  oommuoicates  with  the  sea,  np  to  Ahbotsborj, 
ae^nieen  miles  from  its  entrance.  But  for  a  Bridge  which  crosses  it 
at  its  mouth,  carrying  the  highway  from  Portland  to  Weymouth,  a  yacht 
of  oonaideffable  sise  might  at  high  water  g^  up  nearly  its  whole  length. 
Altiioiigfa  narrow  at  its  oommencement,  it  expands  to  a  considerable 
width  a  few  miles  from  the  sea,  and  would  make  an  admirable  cruising 
plaoe  fer  centre-boards,  or  other  small  craf^  requiring  on  all  occasions 
smooUi  water.  We  were  unfortunately  unable  to  start  until  the  flood 
was  nearly  done,  and  on  pulling  up  under  the  bridge  we  found  the  ebb 
•Iready  running  out  with  great  force,  so  much  so  indeed,  that  we  were 
not  able  to  asoeod  above  a  mil^  or  two,  when  we  were  obliged  to  laud 
■nd  haul  the  boat  on  the  beach,  so  as  to  give  the  men  breathing  time. 
Oar  plan  had  been  to  pull  up  to  the  Swannery,  where  in  the  days  of 
good  Queen  Bess  some  seven  or  eight  thousand  swans  were  wont  to 
congregate.  But  as  this  was  some  eight  or  ten  miles  up  the  Fleet,  as  the 
inlet  is  called,  we  soon  saw  it  would  be  impossible  to  contend  for  such  a 
distance  against  the  tide.  Rather  than  relinqtush  a  sight  of  the  swans, 
my  two  companions  resolved  to  trudge  along  the  wearisome  pathway 
afforded  by  the  pebbles  of  the  Chesil  beach,  among  which  at  each  step 
they  sank  ov3r  the  instep,  compared  with  .this  a  journey  to  Rome  with 
peas  in  one*8  shoes,  (provided  they  were  boiled)  would  have  been  a  joke, 
•0  I  declined  accompanying  them.  At  the  east  end  near  Portland^  the 
atones  of  which  the  beach  is  composed  are  about  an  inch  in  diameteri 
all  of  similar  shape  and  admirably  fitted  for  a  sling,  (capital  ground  for 
David  when  fighting  (Soliah,)  but  towards  the  western  end  they  decrease 
to  the  siae  of  a  horsebeao:  large  or  small  they  seem  to  form  an  equally 
eflPectual  barrier  to  the  sea,  which  beats  in  winter  with  frightful  surges  on 
these  exposed  .and  open  beaches  without  making  the  slightest  impression. 
Some  five  or  six  hours  afterwards  our  pedestrians  returned,  grumbling 
sadly  at  the  fiittg^ing  nature  of  their  walk.  They  had  been  rewarded 
by  the  sight  of  some  hundreds  of  swans  feeding,  though  they  had  been 
unable  to  reach  the  Swannery  itself.  This  singular  establishment  the 
only  one  in  the  world  I  ever  heard  of,  is  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Uchester,  the  lord  of  Abbotsbury  Castle.  Some  folks'  geese  are  all 
swans— -should  the  converse  hold  good  in  his  lordship's  case,  he  will  at 
all  events  have  his  board  plentifully  supplied  with  Christmas  fare  with- 
out going  far  a-fieid  to  seek  for  it. 

(To  be  CofUinued.) 
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DEATH  OF  CAPTAIN  HARRISON. 

Thb  unfortunate  shareholden  of  the  Great  Eastern  steam -ship  have  to 
deplore  the  loss  of  their  commandiBr,  whose  melancholy  fate  has'.oast 
a  deep  gloom  not  only  over  all  connected  with  the  ship,  hut  the  mer- 
cantile community  generally.  The  circumstances  that  led  to  this  moot 
painful  catastrophe  has  been  so  fully  detailed  in  the  newspapers  that  it 
will  only  he  necessary  to  state  that  Captain  Harrison  left  his  residence 
at  Hythe  for  Southampton  on  Saturday  the  2l9t  ult.  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in  his  ship's  gig,  accompanied  by  Gapt.  Lay,  the  purser  of 
the  Eastern,  his  son,  and  Dr.  Watson  the  surgeon,  and  a  crew)  of  six* 
After  leaving  Hythe  the  wind  increased  to  a  hurricane:  the  gig  was  pro- 
pelled by  a  close  reefed  lug-sail,  and .  Captain  Harrison  had  charge  of 
the  helm.  During  the  run  across  the  boat  behaved  well,  but  when  in 
the  Channel  near  the  docks,  a  chopping  sea  rendered  her  almost  unman- 
ageable. Captain  Harrison  gave  orders  to  stand  by  with  the  halliarda^ 
and  immediately  afterwards  to  down  with  the  sail.  The  order  was  at 
once  obeyed,  but  both  the  sail  and  halliards  were  wet  through;  neither 
moved  freely,  and  the  sail,  afber  coming  down  a  foot  stuck  fut.  The 
boat  had  still  way  enough  on  her  to  take  her  abreast  of  the  opening  of 
the  docks,  when  a  sudden  squall  caused  the  sail  to  jibe  agvnst  the  mast, 
and  the  boat  immediately  heeled  on  her  side,  filled,  and  turned  over. 

The  spray  from  the  sea  was  wild  and  stifling,  the  water  deadly  cold, 
and  for  a  moment  or  so  of  course  none  could  say  what  happened.  Dr. 
Watson,  who  swims  as  well  as  poor  Captain  Harrison  did,  struck  out 
and  seized  young  Lay.  While  doing  so  he  saw  Captain  Harrison  also 
stiking  out  towards  the  boat,  which  was  pitching  about  keel  uppermost, 
and  called  to  him  to  make  for  the  boat  and  hold  on,  to  which  Captain 
Harrison  replied,  "  All  right,  all  right.*'  Always  cool  and  collected,  no 
matter  what  his  danger,  he  twice  attempted  to  right  the  boat,  the  strug- 
gle however  seemed  to  exhaust  his  strength,  for  he  released  his  hold, 
and  fell  back  in  the  waves.  He  was  afterwards  picked  up,  taken  ashore, 
and  every  means  tried  to  restore  animation,  but  alas,  without  success. 
Thus  perished  a  skilful,  brave,  noble,  and  generous  hearted  sailor. 


SAILS  FOR  GIGS. 


The  much  lamented  death  of  Captain  Harrison,  commander  of  the 
Great  Extern,  has  added  another  melancholy  instance  to  the  long  list  of 
accidents  arising^from  the  use  of  lug  sails  in  ship's  gigs.     As  given  in 
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evidence  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  **  The  boat  was  all  at  onoe  taken 
aback  by  an  eddy  wind,  ai)d  turned  over."  These  sails  are  so  noto- 
riously unsafe,  from  their  liability  to  be  taken  aback,  that  some  few 
captains  will  not  use  them,  and  substitute  sprit  sails  or  other  sails  in 
their  place;  but  the  large  dipping-lug  is  such  a  fine  drawing  sail  in  ordi* 
nary  breezes,  that  in  spite  of  its  dangerous  qualities  the  use  of  it  is  yery 
general.  Now  what  I  would  suggest  is  this;  let  a  smaller  lug  sail  be 
added  to  the  usual  gear  put  into  a  gig.  The  large  lug  is  what  is 
called  a  dippin|2;-lug,  that  is  its  tack  is  hooked  to  the  weather  gunwale 
of  the  boat,  this  makes  it  so  dangerous  when  taken  aback;  the  use  of 
this  sail  should  be  kept  for  ordinary  fine  weather,  but  when  a  reef  or 
reefe  in  it  would  be  necessary,  then  set  the  smaller  sail  instead  of  it, 
which  will  be  a  readier  process  than  reefing  the  larger.  Let  the  smaller 
sail  be  what  is  called  a  working  lug,  that  is  its  tack  is  hooked  or  made 
Hst  to  the  mast  at  or  just  above  the  partner.  This  sail  will  draw  quite 
as  well  as  the  reefed  dipping-lug,  can  be  jibed  on  either  tack  without 
being  dipped ;  and  cannot  upset  the  boat  by  being  taken  aback,  as  it 
works  exactly  the  same  as  a  fore-and-aft  sail,  and  in  short  will  be  a  much 

•afer  and  handier  sail  in  squally  weather. 

H.  F.  R. 


PAT  O'HARA,  AND  THE  STAG  OF  ERRIS. 

Welcomr,  thrice  welcome  to  Barnagh!  was  the  joyous  greeting  of  the 
gallant  laird,  as  in  a  clear  November  afternoon  we  alighted  at  the  door 
of  hia  romantically  situated,  and  hospitable  mansion,  on  the  margin  of 
the  noble  Bay  of  Blacksod,  and  right  heartily  was  that  greeting  confirmed 
by  its  fair  mistress,  the  winsome  ''  Ladye  of  Barnagh." 

Onwards  for  a  live  long  day  had  we  toiled  our  way  through  the  beau- 
tiful scenery  of  Erris,  the  highlands  of  Ireland;  o'er  hills  and  through 
valleys,  by  brawling  torrent  and  rapid  rolling  river;  through  gleu  and 
gorge,  by  moorland  and  lea.  Here  the  cock  grouse  challenged  defiantly, 
as  with  erect  comb,  ruffled  plumage,  and  stiffened  wing,  he  strutted 
amongst  the  heather  bunches  that  fringed  our  mountain  path ;  there 
the  shrill  cry  of  the  snipe,  or  the  noisy  whirr  of  the  teal  disturbed  the 
deep  silence  of  the  dusky  bog  through  which  our  undulatory  causeway 
wound  its  shaky  way;  anon  we  emerged  upon  the  borders  of  a  mountain 
lake  whose  placid  bosom  was  dotted  with  thousands  of  wary  wild  duck; 
whilst  soaring  and  swooping  over  an  Island  in  its  centre  a  pair  of  splendid 
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eag^les  were  busy  seeking  a  tender  victim  from  amongst  the  colony  oF 
rabbits:  numerous  flocks  of  wild  geese  protruded  their  long  necks  from 
moorland  and  morass,  astonished  at  our  intrusion  on  their  lonely  domain^ 
and  hares  wild  and  strong  gave  proofs  of  speed  and  bottom  that  woul^ 
have  delighted  the  heart  of  the  veriest  lover  of  long  tails  that  ever 
jumped  a  water  cut  at  Altcar. 

Some  twelve  years  previously,  a  lonely  bam  had  represented  the  com- 
fortable mansion  whose  luxuries  we  now  enjoyed,  after  the  fatigues  oF 
our  wayfaring;  a  desolate  rock-strewn  tract  occupied  the  place  of  the 
now  well  fenced  and  cultivated  farmstead:  the  whistle  of  the  curlew,  the 
wee-weet  of  the  petrel,  and  the  scream  of  the  seagull,  were  mingled  with 
the  lowing  of  kine,  the  neighing  of  goodly  steeds,  and  the  busy  hum  of 
the  harvest  gathering,  and  merry  voices  resounded:  cheery  lights  gleamed 
over  the  sea,  and  the  seals  stronghold  had  become  tenantless. 

'*  Of  a  truth!**  I  exclaimed,  *'you  have  chosen  a  world's  end  spot,  wild 
and  picturesque;  but  for  one  who  had  mixed  so  long  in  the  gaieties  of 
life,  methinks  at  the  outset  it  much  resembled  banishment,  or  a  penance 
for  your  sins.*' 

"  Ay !  ay !,"  was  the  laughing  rejoinder,  **  truly  had  you  seen  it  when 
I  first  came  here,  it  would  have  made  a  stout  spirit  quail,  for  it  was 
nothing  but  rock,  seaweed,  and  bog.  I  offered  the  entire  good  will  of  it 
for  what  would  scarcely  purchase  a  stout  pony,  but  the  answer  so  excited 
my  curiosity  that  I  determined  to  judge  for  myself,  and  on  seeing  it,  in 
good  faith  I  tell  you  I  was  strongly  inclined  to  stick  spurs  into  my  nag 
and  leave  the  wilds  of  Erris  far  behind;  but,  however,  hardening  my 
heart,  and  hanging  up  my  hat,  I  soon  made  the  rocks  fly,  the  bog  to 
cease  quaking,  the  moor  to  yield  plentiful,  and  here  I  am  with  600 
goodly  acres  well  nigh  cleared;— so  much  for  perseverance  my  boy,  or 
you  would  never  have  slept  within  ball's  flight  of  the  Island  of  Bar- 
nagh  I " 

"More  corn  to  your  haggard.  Jack!"  I  exclaimed,  ''but  did  none  of 
the  Aborigines  ever  disturb  you?" 

"  Onco  only, — when  I  first  pitched  my  tent  I  received  a  polite  note 
intimating  that  the  air  was  bad  for  me,  and  that  the  sooner  I  left  these 
diggings^  the  longer  my  enjoyment  of  life  would  be  prolonged!" 

'*  And  whac  answer  did  you  make,  or  had  you  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing one?" 

'*  By  the  Pipers  I  soon  made  both, — I  rode  into  Belmullet  on  the  fair 
day,  and  waited  until  I  got  a  good  crowd  together,  into  the  middle  of 
them  I  went,  with  the  open  letter  in  one  hand,  and  a  thong  whip  in  the 
other;  and  I  told  them  that  all  I  wanted  was  fair  play,  and  that  if  the 
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gintlemau  who  favoured  me  with  the  letter  would  come  forward  like  a 
man,  Td  write  my  reasons  oa  his  back  with  the  pen  I  held  in  my  hand, 
for  give  up  what  was  my  own,  and  my  ancestors  before  me,  I  would  not 
for  him  or  any  Erris  man  that  ever  handled  a  fac  k*" 
'*  Hurrah  for  our  side  I  And  what  did  they  say?'' 
"  Gave  me  a  rattling  cheer,  so  I  galloped  home,  and  never  lived  hap- 
pier or  quieter  in  my  life  since.  And  now,  my  boy,  if  you  want  to  shoot 
snipe  in  the  morning,  and  dance  to  the  piper  ot  Kiltane  in  the  evening, 
the  sooner  you  point  your  nose  to  the  top  of  the  bed  curtains  the 
better." 

Ere  the  sun  had  tinged  the  hill  tops  on  the  ensuing  morning,  I  was 
aroused  from  a  dreamland  where  I  had  traversed  every  valley,  mountain, 
and  river  of  Erris,  and  was  just  struggling  from  under  a  sack  of  snipe 
to  have  a  crack  at  a  saucy  old  gander  who  was  hissing  malignant  jokes 
at  my  powers  as  a  shot,  when  a  gentle  shake  cleared  my  brain,  and 
a  whispered  warning  broke  upon  mine  ear. 

**  The  momin'  is  up  yer  honor,  and  Pat  O'Hara  is  ready,  and  the 
masther,  God  bless  him!  bid  me  tell  you  not  to  put  more  powther  in 
than  just  what'll  clear  kickin'  an'  be  sure  to  kill,  and  he  says  you're  to 
take  a  mouthful  of  this  fluid  magnaysla;  ids  a  fine  thing  for  a  delicate 
gintleman,  and  bewtiful  on  an  empty  stomach  of  a  winthers  mornin*.'^ 

*'  Delicate  be 1 "  I  exclaimed,  "  I  never  was  better  in  my  life  !'* 

"  So  yer  honor  thinks  V*  grinned  Quin,  "  bud'if  ye'll  only  thry  a  thim* 
bleful  of  Erris  magnaysia  ids  the  aisiest  goin'  physic  ever  you  took !" 

When  I  am  in  Rome,  I  endeavour  to  adopt  the  customs  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, 80  assuming  the  merits  of  the  medicine  to  be  correct  I  swallowed 
it  down,  but  hot  my  anticipations  of  acid  nausea  were  dispelled  by  magic, 
I  could  have  imbibed  a  gallon  instead  of  a  glass  of  it,  for  I  discovered  I 
had  made  a  mistake,  and  too  short  work  of  the  luxury;  it  was  pure 
cogniac  just  tempered  with  the  warm  milk  from  an  Alderney. 

"  Ha!  re-echoed  Quin  us  he  left  my  apartment  ''  By  my  sowl  I  knew 
heM  take  it  kindly— mother's  milk  indeed,  not  in  the  aame  daylight  as 
that  anyhow,  betther  than  a  dhrink  of  small  pitaties  this  cowld  morniu' 
I  know  ! " 

Making  a  rapid  toilet  I  was  speedily  under  weigh  with  the  renowned 
Pat  O'Hara,  the  prince  of  mountaineers,  who  embraced  in  his  own  pro- 
per person,  game  keeper,  fisherman,  bargeman  or  water  bailiff,  and 
prime  depository  of  all  that  was  pertaining  to  sport  and  information. 

"  That's  Binghamstowu  Castle  over  towards  the  say  yer  honor,  and 
thim  is  the  mountains  of  the  Mullet  forninst  ye,  an  that's  A  chill  Head 

*  Anglice — A  turf  spade. 
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at  the  ind  uv  the  bay,  an'  down  to  the  lift  there  yer  honor  sees  ^,tke 
remains  uv  walls  uv  an  ould  stronghould  ?  ** 

"  Yes.  Pat,  what  may  they  be  ?  " 

*<  The  ould  castle  uv  Doona  yer  honor,  did  ye  niver  hear  tell  uv  th« 
Black  Lady  of  Doona,  och,  musha,  shure  she  was  the  divil  intirely  in 
the  oulden  times  gone  by,  ids  myself  wouldn't  like  to  vex  her  anyhow, 
by  all  accounts! " 

"  Is  there  a  great  quantity  of  game  about  here  ?  "  I  enquired. 

"  Och,  bedad  there  is  yer  honor,  male  and  female,  shure  they  talk  av 
the  highlands  uv  Scotland,  highlands  indeed,  phew  I  begor  if  the  grouse 
on  one  of  thim  mountains  that  ye  see  before  ye  wor  tied  by  the  leg^, 
they'd  fly  away  wid  the  highlands,  highlandthers  an*  all/* 

'*  There  seems  to  be  some  good  nags  about  the  country  loo,  are  there 
many  blood  horses  in  these  parts?  " 

**  Is  id  horses  I  horses — begor  we've  the  bloodiest  horses  here  that  iver 
yer  honor  laid  a  thong  on:— -horses,  oh, — whool — oh,  bedad  we  have  I" 

"  Well  now  tell  me  Pat!"  said  I,  '*  I  am  told  there  are  deer  amongst 
your  mountains  here!  " 

Pat  regarded  me  with  a  cunning  leer,  and  his  little  keen  grey  eyes 
twinkled  with  an  irresistably  comic  expression,  when  suddenly  he  threw 
himself  forward  in  a  stooping  position,  shading  his  eyes  with  one  hand 
and  motioning  attention  with  the  other,  there  lay  unmistakable  signs  of 
game;  the  slender  claw  marks  and  bill  holes,  with  other  tokens,  denoted 
that  snipe  had  been  recently  feeding  near  the  soft  margin  of  a  rill  course, 
whilst  the  flight  of  a  hare  was  told  by  the  footmarks. 

"  Whisht,  yer  honor,  away  down  wind  wid  ye  there  now,  first  blood 
uv  the  mornin'  for  ye,  down  wind  for  yer  life,  ye'U  have  him  right  or 
left— mark  !" 

Bang,  bang!  a  few  feathers  floated  lazily  on  the  faint  breeze. 

** Mighty  purty  shot!"  ejaculated  O'Hara,  *'bud  he  was  the  laste 
taste  in  life  too  quick  for  ye:  I  seen  the  white  uv  his  eye  twinkle  as  he 
wriggled  outside  uv  the  charge:  he  wont  sit  very  quiet  when  he  dhrops, 
for  yer  honor  blew  the  consait  out  uv  his  tail, — bud  tell  me  yer  honor, 
are  ye  anyway  shuperstitious  ?" 

*<  Slightly  so!"  I  answered  with  a  laugh  at  the  oddity  of  the  ques- 
tion 

"Divil  another  feather  ye'll  hit  to  day  thin!"  was  my  consolation, 
"bud come  in  anyhow,  miss  one,  miss  all, — oh,  murtherl  an  a  fine  shnipe 
he  was,  fat  as  butther, — och,  musha!  if  Masther  Charley  was  here  there 
id  be  a  crowner's  quest  in  no  time  I" 

"  Well,  Pat,  about  the  deer?  "  I  continued,  a  change  of  subject  most 
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defirable,  as  I   perceived  I  had  not  left  a  favourable  impression  of  skill 
by  in  J  first  essay." 

*'  I>eer  is  id — ay  bedad  raale  fine  deer  too,  bud   that   was  afore  my 
time.      I've  seen  an  odd  one,  bud  they're  scarce  intirely  now,     Oh  I  by 
my  conscience  if  Masther  Charley  bey  ant  at  Kiitane,  or  the  Masther  of 
Bamagh,  got  uz  shooting  them,  ids  Pat  O'flara  id  soon  get  leave  to 
visit  his  relaytions  in  Ameriky.     There  was  one  time  a  grand  chap  kem 
down  here  all  the  way  from  London,  not  a  word  bud  thruth  Vm  tell  in' 
you,  a  grate  shportsman  intirely,  an  bedad  he  wasn't  a  bad  shot  at  all, 
conaidtherin  where  he  kem  from;  bud  such  guns  and  dogs,  and  chains; 
couples,  and  whistles, — arrah  sure  ye'd  think  he  had  a  gun  maker's  shop 
along  wid  his   pockets,  he  was  hung  round  wid  sthraps,  and  pouches, 
he  was  always  decoratin'  himself  wid  some  sort  ov  a  kanadgity,  that  no- 
body knew  the  use  of  bud  himself,  an'  he  never  used  them  I  suppose  for 
the  same  rayson,  '  He  thought  everybody  he  met  was  admirin'  him,  as 
a  grate  hnnther  intirely,  for  if  he  went  afther  snipe  he'd  have  the  loadin' 
rod  UY  a  rifle  stuck  in  his  belt,  an'  if  'twas  up  the  glins  for  cock  he  was 
goin',  ids  a  cast  of  salmon  flies  he'd  have  round  his  hat;  an'  whin  he  was 
thraahin'  for  throut  he  always  tuk  a  spear  wid  him,  as  if  the  others  wor 
goin'  to  jump  out  ov  his  pockets.     Oh !  bud  ids  meself  used  to  be  tired 
laoghin'  at  him,  for  he'd   have  nobody  else  wid  him,  an'  many  is  the 
good  pack  ov  grouse  I  showed  him  too,   bud  he  was  a  cruel  naygur  at 
makin'  a  bargain,  he'd  screw  ye  down  to  a  farden,  down  id  be  the  money 
on  the  nail  to  be  shure,  bud  och  musha — ids  the  odd  five  shillins,  or  half- 
a-crown  that  shows  the  sperit  an'  makes  the  game  fly.     Ay,  an^  if  ye 
wor  dying  for  a  dhrop  ov  the  craythur  up   on  the  mountain,  an'  he  wid 
as  many  flasks  about  him,  betune  scint  an*  sperits  as  id  set  up  a  shebeen, 
yer  teeth  id  water  hogsheads,  bud  divil  a  dhrop  he'd  offer  ye  I" 

**  He  says  to  me  one  day — '  Mister  O'Hara,'  says  he,  he  was  always 
cruel  polite  yer  honor,  *  Mister  O'Hara,'  says  he,  'I'd  give  fifty  pounds 
to  get  a  shot  at  one  ov  the  Irish  deer  ye  wor  spakiii'  of  !"^ 

'*  Thrue  for  yer  honor,"  says  I,  "  an'  mighty  raisonable  'twould  be 
too,"  says  I,   **  bud  Tm  afeard  ids  on  practicable.'' 

"  Thry,'  says  he,  *  an'  you'll  see  what  I'll  do  for  ye  I"* 
**  Wellt  yer  honor,  the  momint  I  heerd  that,  I  knew  he'd  be  aa  good 
as  goold,  so  I  didn't  know  what  to  do,  for  ids  not  often  we're  throubled 
wid  windfalls  in  Erris,  and  as  to  gettin'  a  deer  ye  might  as  well  sarch 
for  a  wife  in  a  cabbage  garden.  That  evenin^  I  was  strollin'  down  to- 
wards Bally croy,  whin  who  should  I  meet  bud  Masther  Charley,  an'  I 
tould  him  the  fix  I  was  in  for  a  deer  for  a  Nabob." 
"  Why  thin,  Pat  O'Hara,'  says  he,  •  ye  thief  o'  the  world,  that  knows 
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where  every  grouse,  hare,  and  snipe  io  Mayo  sleeps/  says  he,  *  is  id  pos- 
sible ye  blackguard/  says  he,  '  that  ye  niver  showed  the  gintleman  a  deer 
yet?  Begone/  says  he,  *  this  momint!^  givin*  me  a  flipe  uv  his  tkoogp 
whip  across  the  showlthers,  an*  nearly  makin*  the  grey  pony  lep  atop  uv 
me.  '  Begone,'  says  he,  '  and  don't  let  the  grass  grow  undther  jer 
brogues,  an'  away  wid  ye  to  the  Red  Mountain  over  Pandeen  Roy'a^ 
ther's  strong  stories  about, ^  says  he,  '  uv  a  bewtiful  deer  bein'  seen  there 
every  day  for  the  last  week!*' 

*'  The  heart  lepped  into  my  throath.    *  Long  life  to  ye  Masther  Char- 
ley!' says  I,  '  Ulloo — by  the  powers  my  fortin  is  made!** 

*•  Mi! — Pat!'  as  he  cantered  away. 

**  What  is  id  yer  honor?*'  shouts  I. 

<*  Doi/t  forget  to  keep  the  skin,  it  'ill  mak'  a  purty  Sunday  jacket 
for  ye!' " 

^  Oh  shure  the  gintleman  'ill  want  id  himself,  sir;"  says  I. 

**  Divil  a  fear  uv  him/  says  he,  *  all  he*ll  ax  is  the  head!'  and  with 
that  he  gallops  away.  Ther's  a  cute  boy*  thinks  I  to  myself,  *divil  a  bit 
uv  him  bud  he  wants  me  get  him  the  skin  for  himself,  well  shure  PU 
thry  anyway.  He's  the  rale  ould  blood  ov  the  counthry,  an'  he  desarves 
the  best" 

*<  Well,  yer  honor,  away  I  went  leppin  along  the  road  like  a  grey- 
hound, thinking  uv  all  the  good  luck  that  was  afore  me.  Arrah  whin  I 
tould  the  .English  gintleman  ye'd  think  he*d  ate  me:  --start  that  night 
we  should,  so  as  to  be  up  on  the  mountain  before  daylight,  Well — 
such  fitting  out  uv  himself  as  he  had,  nothing  less  than  a  shute  of  tartan 
plad  had  he  put  on  him,  and  he  gev  me  a  long  scarf  to  keep  out  the 
(Vw,  an'  I  had  to  carry  a  spyglass  as  long  as  a  brass  caripon,  so  that  be- 
tkveeii  powther  and  ball,  and  two  rifles,  I  was  purty  ^ell  loaded.  V\l 
never  forget  the  thravellin'  I  had  that  night  to  my  dyin'  day,  for  his 
honor  was  so  hot  on  the  deer  that  bedad  if  money  could  have  bought 
wings,  I  think  we  both  id  be  made  angels  on  the  spot.  Foot-sore  and 
weary  I  was  whin  we  got  to  the  top,  and  the  gray  light  was  just 
peepin',  bud  instead  uv  restin*  ourselves  for  a  start,  bedad  it  was  nothin' 
bud  here,  there,  and  every  where  he  was  wid  the  spyglass;  thin  I  had  to 
fake  my  thrick  at  it  >iaythei:  sight  or  light,  sign  or  token  uv  a  deer 
could  I  make  out:  I  thried  all  the  passes,  id  wor  no  use, ~ stag  or 
hind  had  niver  crassed  there,  an*  I  was  beginin'  to  think  that  Masthur 
Charley  had  played  me  off  a  cruel  joke,  whin  what  should  I  see  creepin* 
along  the  top  of  the  ridge  bud  little  Dinny  O'Reilly— Pandeen's  gor- 
soon.    I  got  a  howlt  ut  the  chap  afore  the  gintleman  seen  him.** 

<*  What  are  ye  doin  *  here  ye  imp  o^  the  divil  ?"  snys  I. 
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"Oh,  Pat  Jewel! "  says  he  ^*  I  was  goto*  OTer  to  Masther  Charley 

the  news  I" 
"  News  UT  what  ?  "  says  I. 
*•  The  deer! "  says  he. 
"  Where  alanna?  "  says  I. 

"  There  he  is,*'  says  he  "  down  there  below  lyin*  in  a  big  brake,  the 
otheT  side  uv  that  slip  uv  bog  \  '* 

**  €io  home  now  Diony/*  says  I,  '*  like  a  good  boy  as  ye  are,  and 
don't  tell  anybody  who  ye  seen  or  what  ye  seen  tlus  momio*,  and  1*11 
bring  you  a  new  fife  horn  BelmuHet  on  Sunday  T  so  I  slipped  him 
away  down  out  uv  sight,  and  hack  I  wint  as  bould  as  a  boxer. 

** Lind  uz  the  spyglass  yer  honor  I*'  says  I,  ''if  he's  within  ten  miles 
uv  nz  ril  find  him  out,  I  never  was  bet  by  a  deer  yit!" 
**  Well  done,  Mister  O'Hara!'  says  he. 

"Come  here  now  yer  honor,'  'says  I,—" did  I  tell  ye  a  lie  now— do 
I  look  a  man  that  id  teH  the  likes  of  a  gintleman  like  yer  honor  any- 
thing bud  the  thruth ;  don't  ye  see  the  deer  now  wid  yer  own  two  eyes, 
an  what's  the  use  uy  doubtin  me  any  longer,  shure  ye  see  I  brought  ye 
over  the  very  spot  he's  lyin'  in  I*' 

"  Down  he  lay  on  the  brink  of  the  mountain-  an*  ye'd  think  he'd 
never  lave  off  spying  wid  the  glass,  and  there  was  the  illigant  horns 
branchin*,  out  like  oak  boughs.'' 

**  A  great  head  Pat,"  says  he,  "  a  grand  head  O'Haral-p-a  Royal 
Head  Mister  O'EIaral" 

"  Now  the  job  was  how  to  get  down  the  side  uv  the  hill,  an  acrass 
the  slip  nv  bog,  an'  maybe  we  hadn't  a  momin's  hot  work  uv  id,  between 
crawlin'  on  our  stomachs  like  a  pair  of  saurpints,  scogin  ourselves  betune 
tussocks  an'  rocks,  wormin'  our  way  atween  the  bog  rushes,  an'  at  last  we 
got  up  to  our  necks  in  the  bog  idself,  bud  we  warnt  the  boys  to  be  done 
after  coming  so  far;  so  we  scrambled  thro*,  half  crawlin*,  half  swimmin', 
and  half  smothered,  an  at  last  we  got  within  good  range,  and  still  the 
horns  wor  there  widthout  ever  as  much  as  a  smell  uv  uz." 

*^  Isn't  that  the  way  to  stalk  a  deer  yer  honor!"  says  I  in  a  whisper. 
^  Never  seen  better  in  Scotland !  pon  my  honor !"  says  he. 
"Take  him  nately  now!  betune  the  two  eyes!"  says  I. 
**  Tut,  tut!'** says  he,  ''that  id  never  do,  besides  I  can^t  see  his  eyes, 
sore  the  horns  is  all  that's  visible !  ^' 

"  Tare-an-ouns,  sir!"  says  I,  "don't  spile  the  horns  whatever  ye  do!" 
''The  head  111  be  bewtiful!"  says  he  "to  be  stuffed  an*  put  in  the 
hall  at  home!" 

Ay  yer  honor,  a  raale  Erris  stag  uv  yer  own  shootin*  to,  an'  maybe 
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if  je  don't  value  the  skin  sir!  Fd  make  bnuld  .to  ax  id  of  yer  honor!' 
for  I  was  mindful  d'ye  see  of  what  Masther  Charley  tould  me." 

'*  An  welkim*  Mister  O'llara!'  says  he  levellin'  the  gun  as  he  spoke. 
He  fired — then  there  was  a  roar  out  of  the  heath  ye'd  hear  a  mile 
off.  down  he  tumbles  on  his  back  wid  the  kick  uv  the  rifle,  for  in  his 
aigemees  he  put  two  charges  in  in  place  uv  one; — we  wor  both  up  iu  a 
mi  nit,  and  ninniu'  for  our  lives,  he  for  fear  the  horns  id  be  spiled  and  I 
afeard  uv  the  skin/' 

«  Bedad  ye  med  a  grand  shot  yer  honor  !'^  says  I,  gruntin*  out  as  we 
ran.'" 

'*  Never  missed  a  royal  head  iu  my  life  !^^  says  he  quite  as  grand  as 
his  blowin*  id  let  him." 

'*  We  got  to  the  heath  brake — an  the  sight  left  my  eyes! 

**  You  infernal  Irish  scoundrel!  "  says  he. 

**  See  here  now  yer  honor  !  '*  says  I;  not  knowin*  which  way  to  turn 
wid  fright  an  shame! 

*'  And  what  may  it  have  been  Pat  !*'  I  enquired  as  he  regarded  me 
with  a  furtive  look. 

"  Bedad  yer  honor  it  was  Pandeen  Roy's  ould  ass  that  they  tied  a 
pair  of  stags  horns  on,  and  «pancilled  him  behind  the  heath  brake." 
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FEOX  OUR  OWN  CORRESPONDENT. 


When  some  few  months  since,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  as 
debts,  duns,  and  a  bad  wife,  over  which  I  had  uo  control,  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  journey  into  another  world,  I  was  for  some  time  in  doubt 
whether  to  take  a  clipper  or  a  razor.  And  faith!  even  now  I  am  scarcely 
sure  as  to  which  of  these  instruments  I  owe  the  felicity  of  being  here  at 
this  present  writing;  in  short,  whether  I  am  in  Australia,  or  the  other 
place;  for  on  every  hand  one  meets  old  iamiliar  faces, — faces  of  men  long 
lost  to  Irish  society,  though  to  memory  dear,  and  who  had  been  lamented 
as  dead  for  many  a  long  day;  and  a  remarkable  things  about  these  old 
spirits,  is  their  unquenchable  thirst;  just  as  if  they  had  drunk  the  old 
country  dry,  and  had  come  out  here  to  take  a  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit 
them.  '*What  is  it  really  you  O.C?  let's  have  a  nobbier,"  says  one.  '*Ah 
sure  and  it's  the  old  boy  again,^  says  another.  ''Come  in  here  and  have 
A  drink,"  and  so  it  goes  on,  nothing  but  nobblers  all  day,  and  by  the 
holy  poker  you  require  something  for  the  climate  is  uncommonly  dry ! 
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"  Oh,  why  did  not  you  send  me  that  Don  Joan  suit?  The  fanej 
alluded  to  in  my  last,  came  off  at  government  house,  a  short  time  ago. 
As  it  is  bad  policy  to  appear,  what  is  termed,  a  **  new  chum,'^  I  followed 
the  advice  of  some  friends  and  went  dressed  as  a  *'  gentleman  bullock 
driver,"  and  flatter  myself  the  get  up  was  rather  effective;  the  truth  is 
they  don't  see  one  of  the  noble  race  of  O.C's.  every  day.  The  only 
other  striking  personage  was  a  Scotchman,  rigged  full  dress  without 
trowsers,  but  having  kilt,  philibeg,  &c.,  all  complete.  This,  to  the 
colonist's  was  something  quite  new,  and  the  brawny  legs  whirling  about 
in  the  mazy  dance,  were  evidently  the  admiration  of  the  room.  It 
brought  to  my  mind  a  little  incident  that  I  witnessed  when  last  in 
London.  A  couple  of  full  blown  high  landers  stopped  an  omnibus  and 
essayed  to  mount  to  the  top,  but  immediately  such  a  crowd  of  little  boys 
assembled  to  see  the  novelty,  that  the  native  modesty  of  the  gallant 
Celts  took  alarm,  and  they  would  evidently  have  gladly  retreated  if  this 
could  have  been  effected  with  honor.  After  a  momentary  but  amusing 
hesitation  they  plucked  up  courage  and  made  a  rush  for  the  top,  which 
they  gained  in  safety,  and  drove  off  amid  the  cheers  of  the  urchins.  I 
was  narrating  this  to  a  colonial  young  lady,  said  to  be  both  rich  and 
accomplished,  and  with  whom  I  was  making  rather  strong  running,  and 
she  said,  ^'But  how  do  they  manage  in  Scotland,  have  they  not  omni- 
buses there?"  "Yes,"  I  replied,  •*  but  they  are  always  fitted  with  a 
covered  staircase." 

The  yachting  season  has  hardly  yet  commenced;  the  first  match  is  to 
take  place  on  the  20th  of.  this  month,  (November,)  concerning  which  I 
will  write  you  full  particulars  in  due  course.  One  or  two  new  boats  are 
out  this  summer,  and  great  sport  is  looked  for,  one  is  very  peculiar  in 
fliiape,  the  rudder  being  nearly  in  the  dentre  of  the  boat;  in  the  water 
she  looks  fearfully  lean  and  cranky,  but  stands  up  to  her  canvas  pretty 
well,  and  is  certainly  fast,  she  is  sharp  at  both  ends:  much  speculation  is 
rife  as  to  her  probable  performances. 

Water  pic-nics  are  here  very  prevalent,  of  course  Fve  been  to  several; 
the  other  day  some  ladies,  another  Irishman  or  two  and  myself  went  in 
an  open  boat  to  a  place  just  ioerde  the  heads,  about  seven  miles  from 
Sydney,  called  Manley  Beach  quite  a  little  Rosherville  in  its  way,  after 
a  broiling  day,  'and  having  been  duly  daguerotyped,  amazedy  fleeced^ 
&c.,  and  eaten  no  end  of  oysters,  we  were  making  the  best  of  our  way 
back  up  the  harbour  when  a  southerly  buster,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  called 
a  buckfielder,  met  u:i  slap  in  the  teeth.  There  was  nothing  for  it  but  the 
nearest  lee  shore,  fortunately  we  had  everything  doused  before  it  burst 
upon  us,  as  it  was,  before  we  reached  the  shore,  but  a  few  hundred 
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yards,  our  boat  was  nearly  blown  out  of  tbe  water.  Hauling  her  up  on 
the  beach  we  had  to  camp  out  the  night,  for  the  wind  continued  too 
furious  to  attempt  going  afloat,  so  making  a  teut  with  the  boat's  aails, 
under  the  lee  of  a  huge  rock,  we  lighted  a  bush  fire  and  made  the  ladies 
as  comfortable  as  possible,  giving  them  all  the  little  brandy  we  had  leflt, 
for  the  night  was  bitter  cold,  and  consoling  ourselves  with  cheeroots. 
The  storm  had  passed  over  before  morning  and  we  reached  Sydney  in 
time  for  breakfast,  but  looking,  oh,  so  seedy ! 

The  first  rush  of  balls  and  dinner  parties  is  now  over,  and  I  am  living, 
(will  you  believe  it,)  a  very  quiet  life,  shall  I  describe  to  you  my  habi- 
tation ? 

**  A  palace  lifting  to  eternal  summer 
Its  marble  walls '* 

Not  exactly,  but  a  little  white xsottage,  almost  hid  by  clusters  of  honey- 
suckle and  wild  roses.  A  noble  Norfolk  pine,  backed  by  bushes  of  roses, 
and  sweet  briar  supports  the  cottage  on  the  right,  and  the  left  rests  on 
some  huge  rocks,  covered  with  cactus  and  other  native  plants,  the  firont 
has  a  beautifiil  view  of  the  harbour,  with  Sydney  on  the  opposite  shore, 
and  boasts  of  a  lawn  and  some  strawberry  beds  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  where  there  is  a  natural  bathing  place  of  clean  sandy  beach  shaded 
by  a  great  overhanging  tree  that  juts  out  from  a  rocky  bank.  Any 
morning  the  humble  individual  now  addressing  you  may  be  seen  wending^ 
hb  way  slowly  down  the  steep  path  that  leads  to  the  water,  attired  in 
flowing  dressing  gown,  pyjamas  and  Chinese  slippers:  the  other  day  I 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  rescue  from  drowning,  a  lady's  petticoat  that  was 
floating  away  to  sea  and  belonged  to  a  fair  siren  who  T  learn  lives  in  an 
enchanted  little  cottage  somewhere  close  to  me,  but  so  surrounded  by 
shrubberries  as  to  be  quite  hid.  O'C* 


SIMON  BOOMER'S  GUN  ROOM. 


BT  BHAJEtLBTOW. 


CHAPTER  L 

I  havb'  always  entertained  a  high  degree  of  veneration  for  an  old 
bookshop,  particularly  if  the  proprietor  thereof  be  of  an  ancient,  dusty, 
time-worn  aspect;  yet  communicative  and  cheerful  withal,  well  stored 
with  quaint  old  tales  and  stories  of  bygone  days;  a  man  in  faot  who 
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flaves  one  the  trouble  of  palling  down  and  patting  up  the  glorious  old 
▼olames,  but  knowing  from  the  expression  of  your  countenance  the 
particular  weakness  of  your  mind  at  the  moment,  and  forthwith  starts 
off  in  a  jolly  yam  quite  apropos  to  your  mental  craving;  then  you 
settle  yourself  down  in  the  little  snuggery  built  of  old  books  at  the 
back  of  the  shop,  and  get  your  listening -tackle  in  order,  and  you  fall 
into  a  dreamy  comfortible  confidential  mood,  induced  by  the  imposing 
solemnity  of  his  manner  and  tone  of  voice,  until  at  length  you  begin  to 
iancy  that  the  volumes  on  the  surrounding  shelves  are  lending  attentive 
ear  to  their  old  master^s  communications. 

Not  a  hundred  miles  from  the  Custom  House  at  Liverpool  there  is, 
or  was,  for  it  may  be  now  amongst  the  noted  places  that  have  been, 
such  a  fine  old  book  shop,  and  such  a  rare  old  Bibliopole ;  good  kind 
hearted,  mirth  loving,  story  telling,  old  Simon  Boomer,  presided 
amongst  the  well-filled  shelves  and  groaning  counters.  But  what  lent 
the  old  shop  and  its  master  an  additional  charm  in  the  eyes  of  myself 
and  a  few  more  briny  minded  individuals,  was  the  fact  that  Simon 
Boomer  was  of  the  sea,  a  regular  ancient  mariner  of  the  long  voyage; 
none  of  your  coasting,  channel-sneaking,  work-to-day  and  stay-at-home- 
to-morrow  sort  of  rovers,  but  an  out  and  out  wanderer  of  the  deep;  he  had 
hob-nobbed  with  New  Zealanders,  cured  hides  amongst  the  Buccaneers, 
struck  'right  whales  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  Suloo  Pirates,  as  he 
used  to  say  himself  in  the  **  Indine  Seas,'*  and  more  than  hinted  when 
he  was  mysteriously  inclined,  that  he  had  earned  a  famous  name  amongst 
the  Barracoons  of  the  Sherbro.  Simon  had  always  a  literary  turn  of 
mind,  and  for  his  opportunities,  had  certainly  acquired  a  wonderful 
atore  of  knowledge,  to  which  he  added  a  fertility  of  invention  that  con- 
duced in  no  small  degree  to  establish  his  fame  as  a  wondrous  story 
teller,  but  I  must,  with  reluctance,  say  that  he  had  a  happy  knack  of 
arresting  attention,  and  creating  excitement  amongst  his  hearers  occa- 
sionally, by  a  rigid  economy  of  the  truth;  this  harmless  and  interesting 
foible,  was*  however,  graciously  overlooked  by  all  Simon ^s  patrons,  save 
one,  and  that  one  was  Dr.  Sam  Fenton. 

At  the  end  of  Simon's  book  store  he  had  erected  a  bulk-head  of 
books,  highly  interesting  volumes  he  declared  them  to  be,  but  the  public 
could  not  be  induced,  to  think  so  ;  he  had  tried  an  auction  with  them 
npon  the  usual  plea  of  a  **  Clearance  Sale,"  "  Alarming  Sacrifice,"  and 
so  forth;  he  had,  however,  only  one  bid  for  these  interesting  and 
valuable  lots,  and  that  was  from  a  gentleman,  who  after  eliciting  from 
Simon  a  lengthened  and  verbose  description,  bid  him  a  very  good 
evening.     Now  as  Simon  made  it  a  rule  to  have  as  little  useless  lumber 
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tbout  his  ship  a«  possible^  he  conyerted  the  books  into  a  bulk -head* 
which  he  spiked  and  bolted  together  after  a  cunning  fashion,  devising 
various  secret  lockers  and  hiding  nooks  on  the  inside,  and  an  artfully 
constructed  door  to  open  and  shut  with  a  spring,  so  that  to  see  Simon 
appear  and  disappear  through  his  wall  of  books,  was  a  source  of  great 
delight  to  neighbouring  urchins  for  a  length  of  time  after  its  ooostruc- 
tion,  until  the  old  man  cut  up  rough  with  them,  when  the  oft  repeated 
applications  for  a  second-hand  "  Jack  and  the  I^an  Stalk,"  or  '*  little 
Jack  Horner,"  or  such  like  abstruse  and  rare  works,  caused  him  to 
think  his  architectural  ingenuity  had  produced  an  effect  on  the  juvenile 
mind  far  from  conducive  to  the  peace  of  his  own.  Simon  being  a 
humane  man  and  strongly  opposed  to  the  ''  Lash/*  wus  at  some  trouble 
in  devising  measures  whereby  effectually  to  deter  his  youthful  tor* 
mentors,  threats  he  found  to  be  useless,  remonstrance  worse ;  bj 
accident  he  hit  upon  an  expedient  which  his  natural  acuteness  turned  to 
good  account  Simon  used  occasionally  to  \>et  his  decks,  as  he  termed 
the  floor  of  his  store,  with  a  rather  capacious  tin  can,  having  sundry 
holes  worn  in  the  bottom  thereof,  so  that  holding  this  primitive  imple* 
ment  in  his  right  hand,  with  the  fingers  of  the  left  he  would  play  upon 
the  orifices  in  its  lower  end,  much  after  the  manner  of  a  performer  on 
the  flute,  adding  to  or  diminishing  to  its  damping  powers,  whilst  the 
peculiar  method  of  holding  it  facilitated  the  discharge  of  its  entire  con- 
tents with  a  precision  and  force  which  he  was  not  long  in  ascertaining 
with  triumphant  effect  ujjou  the  persons  of  some  of  the  little  unwashed 
who  periodically  assailed  him  like  a  nest  of  hornets:  establishing  the 
great  fact  that  they  abominated  cold  water  administered  as  an  im* 
proD.ptu  bath.  Simon  was  not  long  in  profiting  by  the  discovery;  the 
little  sanctum  inside  the  bulk-head  where  he  used  to  smoke  sundry 
pipes  and  demolish  a  variety  of  glasses  of  grog,  and  which  he  dignified 
by  the  name  of  his  ' '  Gun  Room,"  was  speedily  converted  into  an  effec- 
tive fortress  for  offence  and  defence.  Simon  purchased  a  huge  garden, 
syringe,  and  having  loop-holed  the  bulk-head,  in  a  very  short  time  he 
acquired  such  proficiency  in  this  aquatic  gunnery,  that  a  precocioua 
youth  could  scarcely  cross  the  outward  threshold,  much  less  summon 
Captain  Simon  to  the  joke  of  issuing  through  his  barrier,  ere  a  silvery 
streak  flashed  from  the  block  of  books,  and  the  delinquent  struck  with 
fatal  accuracy,  would  rush  out  amidst  the  derisive  shouts  of  bis  more 
wary  companions,  dripping  and  breathless. 

One  evening  Simon  Boomer,  or  Old  Captain  Simon,  as  he  was 
styled  by  the  young  fry,  was  sitting  in  his  Gun  Room  enjoying  his 
post  prandial  grog  and  pipe,  when  he  heard  a  shuffling  noise  in  the 
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oatworiESy  aooompanied  bj  a  strange  sort  of  grunting  and  a  spasmodio 
whiatio,  he  had  endured  a  harassing  siege  that  da  j,  for  it  was  Christmas 
timey  and  the  young  enemies  of  his  peace,  emancipated  from  the 
trammels  of  scholastic  pursuits,  had  varied  their  attacks  with  a  perse- 
yerance  and  wicked  in  geuuity  worthy  of  the  imps,  said  to  be  especially 
adopted  children  of  a  certain  dusky  featured  gentleman;  stealthily  did 
Simon  draw  the  syringe  staff  to  its  stuffint;,  trained  it  carefully  through 
a  fayourite  and  commanding  embrasure,  and  just  as  a  figure  darkened  the 
doorway  he  let  drive  a  full  charge  at,  as  he  believed,  one  of  his  ever  active 
foes: — but— oh,  horror  I— ^  what  sounds  smote  upon  his  ear!  such  a  yell 
of  rage  and  defiance  as  made  the  Gun  Room  tremble  again,  such  a 
storm  of  imprecations  hurled  with  a  vigour  and  aptness  of  application 
as  bespoke  singular  and  mature  acquaintance  with  this  particular  branch 
of  manly  accomplishments;  Simon  Boomer  leaped  forth  from  behind 
his  barricade  with  a  promptness  equal  to  the  urgency  of  the  occasion; 
from  the  profundity  and  vigour  of  the  objurgations  which  were 
showered  upon  his  devoted  head,  Simon  considered  that  a  giant  at  least 
had  hUen  before  his  unerring  squirt;  whatever  may  have  been  his 
apprehensions  on  the  score  of  personal  retaliation,  they  were  speedily 
dispelled  by  the  discovery  that  the  victim  to  his  withering  volley  of 
dirty  water  was  small  in  stature  and  spare  in  form,  but  what  he  lacked 
in  latitude  and  longitude,  he  certainly  made  up  by  a  fiery  energy  and 
yindictiveness,  that  made  old  Simon  thankful  nature  had  proportioned 
his  physical  powers  in  inverse  ratio  to  his  inclination  to  use  them. 

As  the  massive  form  of  the  old  bookseller  became  fully  developed 
through  the  dusky  light  of  a  fading  December  day,  the  dapper  little 
gentleman  buttoned  up  tightly  in  a  blue  surtout  of  antiquated  fashion, 
kept  dancing  about  the  store,  like  as  Simon  declared,  to  a  *'  werry 
little  wiper  incarnate.'' 

*'You  infernal  old  modicum  of  superannuated,  mahogany  coloured, 
three  per  cent  useless  anatomy: — you  confounded  ancient  child  of  sod- 
dened  humanity,  you  essence  of  bilge  water,  soddened  beef,  and  salt 
spray: — how  dare  you  I  say — how — how— dare  you  presume  to  attempt 
your  practical  jokes?'* 

"  I  beg  your  honour's  pardon,  I  am  weny  sorry— but — but— I  took 
jour  honour  for  one  of  them  little  blackguard  sorimmagin'  varmints^ 
them  two  legged  little  curses!*' 

*'  What — what — ^you  took  me  for  a  little  scrimmagin'  varmint  did 
yoa^-eh — ha — hoo— phew! — ^scrimmagin'  varmint  indeed — ^take  that-* 
hoof— you  musty  old  volume  thumber— >ha! — and  that— hoo-*-hi— « 
phew! — ^you  mistaken  edition  of  animated  nature! — ^and  that-— whoo— 
yon  misguided  apostrophe^  you  ambideztroxiB  disgrace  I'' 
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Simon  was  fain  to  exercise  all  the  remnant  of  his  former  agility  as  a 
▼olume  of  Norie*8  Navigation  whizzed  past  his  head,  closely  followed  by 
Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  which  were  kept  company  by  the  additional  dis- 
charge of  the  works  of  Lord  Byron  and  the  West  India  Sketch 
Book. 

**  An  old  tar-begrimmed  rum  swilling  son  of  a  bum-boat  woman  to 
call  Sam  Fenton, — ay,  Samuel  Fen  ton,  Esq.,  ^that's  me — Doctor  Samuel 
Fenton, — to  call  me  a  little  scrimmagin  varmint  I — ha,  take  that^ 
whoo — you  hardly-to-be-dStinguished  remnant  of  a  prevaricating  life!*' 

Ihe  tin  can  resounded  off  Captain  Simon*s  occiput  as  he  stooped  to 
avoid  the  missile. 

Instant  action  in  time  of  danger  had  always  been  Simon's  character- 
istic, parley  was  useless,  so  with  a  sudden  rush  he  secured  his  man  in  a 
cul'de-sac  of  books,  seized  him  under  the  arms,  shook  the  wet  from  his 
dripping  garments  as  he  held  him  aloft,  carried  him  bodily  into  the 
Gun  Room,  set  him  down  in  his  own  comfortable  chair,  held  a  stiff  glass 
of  rum  and  water  to  his  mouth  until  he  had  swallowed  it  every  drop, 
and  then  setting  a  fresh  clay  pipe  and  a  paper  of  genuine  Maryland 
weed  before  him,  sat  himself  down,  lighted  his  pipe,  puffed  away  heavj 
volumes  of  smoke,  through  which  he  peered  in  sulky  silence  at  liis  fiery 
little  antagonist. 

The  dapper  man  in  blue,  smacked  his  lips  apparently  in  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  rum  and  water — looked  at  Simon  stedfastly  for  some 
minutes,  lit  his  pipe,  and  ten  minutes  more  elapsed  in  solemn  silence 
and  wreathing  masses  of  smoke. 

At  length  a  voice  issued  from  one  end  of  the  cloud. 

"  Simon  Boomer — phew — hool — Fm  Doctor  Samuel  Fenton — ^son  of 
Samuel  Roger  Ascalon  Fenton,  of  Rossballymore  Castle,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Kerry  and  Island  of  Ireland; — ^and  Fli  be  d  d  if  1*11  allow  any 
man  to  throw  cold  water  on  me!*' 

A  considerable  pause  ensued,  during  which  the  cloud  became  denser; 
at  length  a  pipe  descended,  and  a  voice  issued  from  the  other  end. 

"  Doctor  Samuel  Fenton, — I'm  werry  sorry, — but  I'm  Simon  Boomer 
—son  of  Simon  Boomer— quarta-master  of  the  ould  Oudacious  in  the 
ould  war,  and  Fm  d  d  if  Til  'allow  any  man  to  call  me  the  son  of  a 
Bum-boat  woman,  or  meddle  with  my  tin  can  except  myself.*' 

From  an  acquaintance  so  strangely  inaugurated,  sprung  up  a  friend- 
ship of  the  most  extraordinary  nature;  the  quaint  eccentric  Sam 
Fenton  became  old  i^imon  Boomer's  munificent  patron  and  firm  friend, 
ihe  little  Gun  Room  underwent  astounding  transformations ;  positive 
luxury  superseded  simple  utility,  prime  Madeira,  rich,  fruity,  and  dry 
Claret,  and  unmistakable  old  Port  found  their  way  mysteriously  into 
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the  old  sailor  bookseller's  lockers,  and  although  he  religiously  adhered 
to  mm  and  water  himself,  yet  he  was  curiously  particular  in  selecting 
Doctor  Sam  Fenton's  evening  indulgence. 

Bat  Sam  Fenton  was  the  recognised  head  of  a  select  few  kindred 
spirits  who  loved  a  social  chat,  a  merry  story,  a  soothing  pipe,  and  a 
measure  of  generous  liquor;  by  degrees  the  members  of  this  little  circle 
had  each  their  comfortable  chair  deposited  not  far  from  Sam  Fenton's 
in  the  sanctum  of  a  certain  book  store;  and  when  the  toils  of  the  day 
had  terminated,  a  merrier  coterie  there  were  not  assembled  in  all  Great 
Britain  than  used  to  meet  in  Simon  Boomer's  Gun  Room. 


CHAPTER  II. 

As  I  said  before  it  was  not  very  long  'ere  a  nice  little  coterie  used  to 
assemble,  as  if  by  tacit  understanding,  twice  if  not  thrice  a  week  in 
Simon  Boomer's  Gun  Room. 

That  Gun  Rooni  was  a  curiosity  in  its  way,  not  only  from  its  peculiar 
construction  as  I  have  before  described,  but  as  well  owing  to  the  strange 
and  motley  collection  that  old  Simon  had  scraped  together, during  his 
wanderings,  and  had  grouped  around  with  all  the  quaint  and  fanciful 
taste  and  neatness  of  an  old  sailor. 

A  couple  of  Indian  cots  swung  at  either  end,  so  that  should  any  of 
the  Gun  Room  officers,  as  we  grandiloquently  styled  ourselves,  feel  lazily 
disposed,  he  could  recline  in  luxurious  abandon^  and  puff  the  soothing 
weed  whilst  listening  to  the  legend,  the  narrative,  the  joke,  or  the  song. 
Yes,  verily  good  reader,  we  even  sang  in  the  Gun  Room  occasionally. 
New  Zealand  Clubs, — African  Assagais, — and  Rarosses, — South  Sea 
Island  Spears, — Whaler's  Harpoons  and  Lances;  stuffed  Lizards  and 
bottled  Serpents,  and  no  end  of  sea  fish  skins,  which  Simon  had  a 
marvellous  art  of  preserving  and  displaying  on  card-board,  adorned  the 
bulkheads:  whilst  flags  of  various  nations  were  festooned  and  wreathed 
amongst  them,  giving  a  gay  and  cheery  appearance  to  the  whole.  A 
highly  ornamental  ship's  stove  occupied  a  prominent,  and  in  those 
cold  winter  evenings,  by  no  means  disagreeable  position,  and  this  stove 
was  constructed  after  Dr.  Sam  Fenton's  and  Simon's  own  peculiar  ideas: 
holding  in  view  the  primary  qualification  of  the  equitable  diffusion  of 
genial  warmth,  its  secondary  peculiarities  would  have  conferred  immor- 
tality upon  ''Soyer"  himself— had  his  fertile  brain  given  birth  to 
nothing  else;  and  had  the  great  "  Chef"  been  a  witness  to  that  stove's 
performances  in  the  baking,  boiling,  stewing,  roasting,  grilling,  and 
toasting  line,  to  say   nothing  of  its  feats  in  the  hot  water,— -mulled 
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olaret  and  port-— «oup,  saace,  and  simmered  oyster  department ;^-a 
mighty  sentiment  would  have  taken  possession  of  his  breast  that  there 
was  one  other  achievement  for  him  to  accomplish,  and  that  was  to  pro<* 
daoe  something  superior  to  Simon  Boomer*s  stove.  It  perhaps  was  as 
well  he  had  not  seen  it,  for  any  attempt  to  excel  that  wonderful  stove 
must  have  eventuated  in  failure  or  a  lunatic  asylum.  Opposite  this 
Btove,  or  rather  partially  surrounding  it,  stood  an  antique  highly  carved 
and  polished  oaken  table,  of  a  horse  shoe  form;  so  that  as  we  all  sat 
round  we  faced  the  stove,  yet  leaving  a  passage  ibr  our  steward  between, 
of  whom  mure  anon. 

The  Gun  Room  was  lighted  in  the  day  time,  as  a  gun  room  should  be 
by  a  large  skylight,  and  at  nigh t* when  we  met,  a  rich  crimson  silk 
curtain  traversing  on  "  light  spars, ^'  as  Simon  called  them,  was  drawn 
across,  beneath  which  a  grand  saloon  lamp  which  Dr.  Sam  Fenton  had 
purchased  from  the  wreck  of  an  Indiaman  shed  a  glorious  illumination 
around.  Divan  seats  ran  athwart  the  sides  of  this  apartment,  covered 
and  be-cushioned  with  rich  crimson  Utrecht  velvet,  believe  O  reader  an* 
ye  will;  whilst  lounging  chairs  of  oak,  seated  and  backed  with  the  same 
material,  completed  the  furniture.  I  had  nearly  forgotten  one  item;  it 
was  a  tar  stained  oakum  smelling  ship  carpenter^s  tool  box;  this  was  the 
only  seat  Simon  Boomer  would  condescend  to  occupy,  and  it  stood  out 
in  bold  relief  amongst  the  luxurious  appliances  around:  a  rich  Indi&n 
mat  covering  to  the  floor  must  not  be  forgotten,  neither  must  the  stew- 
ard's pantry  on  the  right  hand,  nor  a  lavatory  and  coat  room  on  the 
left;  off  both  of  which  were  the  skipper's  and  steward's  berths  respec- 
tively. I  had  almost  omitted  what  in  Simoa's  eyes  excelled  all  the  other 
contents;  viz.,  his  pictures:  at  one  end  and  nearly  covering  that  portion 
of  the  Gun  Room  was  an  oil  painting  of  Dutch  fishing  boats  running  for 
the  Scheldt  in  a  gale  of  wind;  it  was  worthy  of  the  almost  adoration 
with  which  the  old  man  regarded  it;  sometimes  when  the  rain  and  sleet 
pattered  on  the  skylight  overhead,  we  fancied  we  could  hear  the  roarings 
of  the  ocean,  the  howling  of  the  wild  fierce  tempest,  and  the  shouts  of 
the  storm- worn  fishermen  as  we  gazed  upon  it;  it  was  indeed  a  glorious 
picture;  but  it  was  not  the  only  one;  there  too,  but  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions, snugly  nestled  amidst  war  clubs,  Danish  ensigns,  and  Chinese 
bannerols,  were  oil  paintings  such  as  *' A  Calm,"  by  William  Vandevalde 
of  Amsterdam;  "Boats  in  a  Storm,**  by  Ludolph  Backhuysen,  of  Emp- 
den;  "A  brisk  gale"  by  W.  Vandevalde;  a  '•  Mater  Dolorosa,"  by  Carlo 
Dolci  of  Florence;  "A  View  on  the  Sea  Shore"  by  John  Wouvermans, 
of  Haerlem:  "  A  Man  Smoking'  by  Adrian  Ostade  of  Lubeck:  "A 
Spanish  Flower  Girl,"  by  Muritio  of  Seville;  and  though  last  not  least 
t** Venus  and  Cupid,  **  by  Rubens  of  Antwerp. 
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I  give  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  very  rising  artists  who  painted 
these  pictures,  in  case  they  may  be  too  obscure  to  merit  a  position  in 
the<  London  Directory,  so  that  the  reader  may  satisfy  himself  as  to  the 
aothenticity  of  the  works,  should  his  curiosity  so  prompt  him:  failing  in 
obtaining  an  answer  from  them,  or  any  of  them  by  return  of  post,  by 
addressing  a  line  to  Sir  Peter  Francis  Bourgeois,  Knt.  of  London,  I  hare 
little  doubt  of  its  meeting  with  equal  success.  This  completes  my  faint 
endeavour  to  convey  even  a  rude  idea  of  Simon  Boomer's  Gun  Room  when 
I  last  enjoyed  a  happy  evening  within  it,  one  of  many  too  happy  evenings, 
the  which  I  shall  never  pass  again.  Let  not  the  reader  suppose  that  the 
old  sailor-bookseller^s  sanctum  was  suddenly  brought  to  this  perfection  of 
bachelor  comfort,  for  perfect  in  every  sense  it  was;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  daring  the  several  years  that  we  the  members  of  the  Gun  Room  club 
were  cementing  onr  brotherhood,  whilst  enjoying  ourselves  bodily  and 
mentally  after  the  day  toil  of  the  weary  work-a-day  world,  that  these 
sundry  luxurious  innovations  were  made  in  Simon's  household  arrange- 
ments;  in  fact  Dr.  Sam  Fenton  was  the  head  and  front  of  the  offending, 
and  although  the  old  man  solemnly  anathematised  his  eyes,  and  other 
portions  of  his  anatomy,  after  a  fashion  unsuitable  to  detail  for  the  peru- 
sal or  edification  of  eyes  or  ears  polite,  as  each  article  which  he  desig- 
nated *'  Bigotry  or  Vartue*'  found  its  way  into  the  Gun  Room,  and 
although  the  neighb«)urs  shook  their  heads  and  unlifted  both  eyes  and 
hands  at  the  '^oudacious"  extravagance  of  upholsterers'  men,  wine  mer- 
chant's hampers,  delicate  viands,  and  cabs  at  a  late  hour,  or  rather  very 
often  an  early  one,  finding  their  way  to  the  old  book  store,  still  as  the 
old  mariner  kept  never  minding,  held  his  peace,  and  kept  his  own  coun- 
sel, surrendered  all  command  in  a  certain  dwelling  house,  or  as  those 
land  sharks  the  lawyers  phrase  it  '%essuage,^  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Sam:  attended  to  his  legitimate  btt«iness  during  the  recognized  legiti- 
mate hours;  paid  his  way  with  butcher  and  baker;  and  kept  his  rent  and 
tax  receipts  pasted  in  regular  order,  why  envy  soured  and  died,  hatred 
dwindled  into  insignificance,  and  malice  toesed  up  her  head  and  went 
elsewhere;  so  that  maugre  certain  mysterious  whisperings  that  rich  and 
knowledgable  genllemen  used  to  assemble  of  evenings  to  read  Old 
Simon's  books  in  his  back  parlour,  it  is  probable  the  mysteries  of  that 
**  back"  would  never  have  been  revealed,  were  it  not  that  I,  the  unworthy 
chronicler,  feeling  myself  now  relieved  from  the  solemn  promise  then  and 
there  made,  and  being  seized  with  an  unaccountable  fit  of  that  most 
lamentable  Uifllady  "Caoo^thes  Scribendi,*^  (notwithstanding  the  as- 
tounding progress  of  medical  science  there  has  not  yet  been  found  an 
efiicient  ^g^ptiacnm  for  this  terrible  social  Phagedena,)  have  determined 
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io  rescue  from  the  waves  of  Lethe,  sundry  yarns  which  were  flung  over- 
board from  the  good  ship  Old  Times. 

The  Gun  Room  was  in  its  day  and  after  its  fashion  to  those  privileged, 
an  Institution  of  Liverpool;  so  were  Dr.  Sam  Fenton,  Simon  Boomer, 

and ,   I  have  come  to  him  at  last,  Simon^s  chief  mate,  assistant 

librarian,  housekeeper,  former  shipmate,  and  our  cook  and  steward, 
Claudius  Csssar  Berry  I  each  and  all  institutions  in  their  way:  Simoo 
called  the  latter  personage  "Clew'^  despite  his  asseverations  that  hi» 
sable  progenitors  had  begotten  him  lawfully,  and  that  he  had  as  good  a 
right  to  the  unlimited  enjoyment  of  the  sponsorial  dignities  conferred 
upon  him  as  any  darkie  out  of  New  Orleans:  Dr.  Sam  ranged  occasion- 
ally all  through  the  flower  and  forest  catalogue  of  berry  bearing  plants 
and  trees  to  find  a  prefix  suitable,  whilst  the  remainder  of  us,  less  pre- 
suming, claimed  his  attention  or  attendance  by  the  simple  appellation  of 
steward.'* 

Sam  Fenton^s  portrait  must  stand  out  a  bit;  imagine  then  good  reader 
a  low  sized,  spare  framed,  yet  well  knit  personage,  invariably  attired  in 
a  closely  buttoned  blue  surtout  coat  with  a  velvet  collar,  a  silk  necker^ 
chief  of  blue  colour  with  white  spots  upon  it,  a  hat  with  peculiarly 
narrow  brim  sat  jauntily  on  one  side,  a  face — ay,  that's  the  rub,  to  des- 
cribe his  facet  well,  I  suppose  I  must  try,  it  could  not  be  strictly  termed 
ugly,  yet  no  single  point  of  recognized  beauty  could  there  be  traced,  it 
was  of  a  shade  of  colour  difficult  to  define.  Some  of  ye  good  readers  have 
doubtless  visited  the  famous  collection  of  Madame  Tussaud  iu  Baker 
Street,  in  the  big  village  of  the  Thames:  perhaps  ye  may  have  noticed 
the  peculiar  hue  that  can  only  be  seen  on  the  chins  of  wax  figures  of  the 
masculine  gender,  that  is  of  those  intended  to  be  represented  as  of  close 
shaving  habits:  failing  Madame  Tussaud's,  treat  yourself  to  the  more 
economical  exhibition  of  a  well  got  up  hair  dresser'^s  window;  it  is  pro- 
bable you  may  there  see  the  waxen  bust  of  the  genus  homo:  study  the 
colour  of  the  chin,  that  was  the  colour  of  Sam  Fenton*s  face;  as  to  its 
shape  or  size,  I  would  defy  the  most  astute  geometrician  to  define  either; 
it  was  always  undergoing  some  strange  contortion  and  never  two  minutes 
in  the  same  form:  these  contortions  were  invariably  bccompanied  by  a 
upheaving  of  the  right  shoulder,  a  grunt,  a  whistle,  and  a  palpable  wink 
of  either  or  both  eyes,  and  such  eyes,  cold  stony,  grey  in  colour,  but 
—they  were  piercers!  Talk  of  a  message  on  a  greased  telegraph  wire^ 
of  an  oiled  sunbeam,  or  a  lubricated  streak  of  electricity;  one  look  from 
Dr.  Sam  would  beat  them  all  shameful,  and  in  that  one  look  he  would 
pick  yon  to  pieces  and  leave  your  salient  points  as  bare  as  ever  the 
inhabitants  of  an  ant  hill  would  the  skeleton  of  a  defunct  animal. 
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Dr.  Sam  was  as  eccentric  in  hts  habits  and  pursnits  as  he  was  in  his 
personal  appearance;  he  held  a  high  position  in  his  profession,  but  was 
quite  independent  of  it;  in  fact;  when  his  name  was  mentioned  on 
**  Change,"  knowing  ones  would  cod  their  heads  as  they  hinted  his 
nuarketable  investments  to  be  worth  several  baskets  full  of  "plums.** 
Once  he  formed  a  friendship  he  was  like  the  needle  to  the  pole,  but 
provoke  his  enmity,  and  no  North  American  Indian  ever  tracked  a  foe 
with  more  unrelenting  animosity,  his  charity  was  boundless,  but  none 
save  those  who  were  on  the  closest  terms  of  intimacy  ever  knew  who  the 
generous  F.  S.  was  that  so  constantly  figured  in  public  acknowledge- 
ments; he  loved  to  do  anything  good  or  charitable  by  stealth,  but  ap- 
peared by  his  general  demeanour  to  court  the  reputation  of  an  odd 
mannered  blunt  spoken,  yet  at  the  same  time,  courteous  gentleman. 

^'Now  Master  Elder-berry,'^  quoth  Samuel  Feuton,  Esq.,  m.d.,  on 
one  particular  evening  when  we  had  all  assembled,  "  D*yr  hear  me  you 
conglomerated  essence  of  Day  and  Martin,  before  we  proceed  to  business 
inform  us  in  concise  terms  what  you  propose  to  refresh  us  with?" 

The  steward  showed  a  row  of  teeth  painfully  white,  as  the  chasm  in 
his  face  doing  duty  for  a  mouth  opened  slowly  to  an  alarmiug  extent, 
in  fact  it  was  problematical  whether  nose  and  chin  would  ever  resume 
hiendly  relations  again. 

**  He— he!  golly  Massa  Fenton — berry  pleasant  man  Sa, — berry— 
pleasanta  evra  day — more  an  greata— dat's  a  fac,  well  den  Sa,  dere  is— 

**  Clew!  just  up  end  that  box  for  me  there  you  sable  angel!'*  growled 
SimoD. 

**  Dere's  de  way— dats  it  'xactly- Massa  fioomer,  alway  ^terrupt  a 
feila  when  on  bisness  wit  a  jumble-um!" 
Holly-berry!" 

Um  not  hollerin'  of  any  ting,  Massa  Fenton — ^merely  liberty  of  de 
sobjec'  to  speak! '' 

^*  Attend  to  Captain  Simon-— hand  me  that  bottle  of  Hollands  and 
then  proceed  Juniper-berry !  ** 

'*  £s  Massa  Sam — dere  it  is— and  dis  is  dere,  an  now  Til  purseed!'* 
so  setdng  Simons  box  on  end  he  sat  himself  down  upon  it,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  detail  the  items  of  supper. 

"  Well  den  first  and  fonibermost  dere  is  some  ob  de  finest  fiow'ry 
Oystar  eber  was  cook'd dem  good  eh? 

"  Umph — ^phew— *grunt — shrug!''  proclaimed  Dr.  Sam's  satisfaction 
at  this  item. 

«« Den  secund  an  next-to-be,  dere  is  sech  a  terrible  big  lobsta,—- for 
da  stew— Klat  berry  good,  eh?  " 
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"  Very  good — ^phewl  " 

"  Deo  da  tree  aod  last-to-be  is  da  kidlejs  for  to  debble,  and  da  long 
bill  picanuiny  bird-^a  snipes — dem  d — n  good,  eh?" 

What  further  deUil  the  sable  ''  Clew^'  mi^ht  have  entered  into  was 
put  an  end  to  by  Simon  Boomer,  who  picked  him  oflF  his. seat  somewhat 
after  the  fashion  in  which  a  clown  picks  up  a  pantaloon  in  a  pantomime, 
namely,  by  the  lowest  part  of  his  garment,  and  deposited  him  all  fbors 
in  his  pantry. 

«  Now  gentlemen,  we  shall  gather  round  the  stove  if  you  please  I  ** 
exclaimed  Sam  Fenton,  '*  I  am  on  duty  to  night,  and  I  must  tell  yoa 
my  adventures  when  I  kept  a  yacht — ^yes,  you  need  not  stare  Simon! — 
I  did  once  really  and  actually  purchase  a  yacht  and  what's  more  made 
a  cruise  and  had  adventures  in  her  too-— so  here  goes  to  tell  them  to 
your 

(  To  be  continued) 
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"  BiDbY  jewel — ^asthorc  macbree,  since  you  are  (/rtermined  to  go,— mj 
blessiu  go  along  wid  you;  now  that  your  mother  an  myself  are  getting 
odd,  we'll  want  all  we  have  any  how;  an'  id  shows  the  tbrue  sperit  uv 
the  Delany's  to  do  for  yerself  whin  you  can:  now  Biddy  alanna— -whia 
you  get  into  sarvice  do  yer  duty  as  a  daycint  girl  ought,— "ijir,"  the 
masther  and  '•  Mam''  the  misthress  on  all  occasions,  even  if  they  only 
ax  you  for  the  loan  uv  a  pin;  mind  your  parquisites  an*  don't  be  stannin* 
on  trifles  in  the  way  uv  a  lump  uv  fat  here  nor  there;  always  be  in  the 
hall  whin  the  quolity  is  goin'  away,  and  don't  be  narvous  about  slippin' 
the  wrong  hat  foremost;  giutlemin  always  pay  for  throuble,  an*  as  you'll 
have  to  find  the  right  one— turn  an  honest  penny  whin  you  can;  don't 
forget  a  bit  of  tobaccky  an  a  dust  uv  snuff,  now  an  thin,  if  it  was  only 
to  keep  uz  in  mind  uv  you,  bud  above  all  Biddy  Darlin  my  last  word  to 
you  is— toke  care  uv  thim  thieving  schaymiu' polismin-bad  manners  to 
thim— there's  nayther  look  nor  grace  attiuds  thim  !" 

Miss  Bidelia  Delany  assured  her  progenitor  that  her  determination 
to  "  betther"  herself  was  unshaken,  and  his  paternal  advice  of  a  nature 
that  could  not  be  otherwise  than  fully  appreciated;  impressed  him  with 
the  fact,  that  her  natural  acuteness  had  been  rather  improved  under  his 
tuition,  during  the  period  she  had  been  the  presiding  goddess  at  the 
little  bar  of  the  Wheatsheaf,  in  the  sweet  town  of  Athenry,  promised 
that  the  required  rwninisceuces  in  the  shape  of  the  fragrant  weed  should 
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be  CM>ii8igoed  to  him  per  rail  aocanling  to  the  state  of  the  ^'parquisites," 
packed  up  all  her  worldly  gear,  (for  safety  autl  facility  of  carriage)  upon 
her  back,  and  bestowing  a  good  honest  hearty  hug  upon  her  poor  old 
mother,  she  took  her  passage  by  the  night  train  for  the  El  Dorado  of 
her  hopes,  the  *'  Faire  citie  of  Dublin." 

Now  ••  Biddy**  rejoicing  in  the  patronynic  of  "  Delany**  was,  to  use 
the  graphic  phraseology  of  the  Boys  of  At  henry,  a  "  flaughhoolagh"  girl 
of  some  two  or  three  and  twenty;  and  by  this  euphonious  adjective  they, 
the  young  gentlemen,  meant  to  convey  that  she,  the  young  lady,  was 
puasessed  of  a  handsome  face,  a  genial  manner,  and  a  figure  which  in 
altitude  and  rotundity  was  a  walking  testimonial  to  the  nutritious  dietary 
aod  salubrious  atmosphere  of  Athenry;  in  fact  as  stalwart  a  specimen  of 
the  Hibernian  feminine  gender  as  ever  an  embryo  grenadier  addressed 
by  the  endearing  appellation  of  "  La  Mere.'* 

Now  Biddy ^s  noble  ambition  to  better  herself  had  been  fired  by  the 
visit  to  her  native  place  of  a  certain  Miss  Hourigan,  who  resplendent  in 
aXkSf  satios,  and  such  like  cast  off  paraphernalia  as  romantic  young 
ladies  own  particular  attendants  delight  to  disport  themselves  in,  had 
turned  the  heads  of  half  the  girls  and  boys  in  Athenry  on  the  occasion 
of  her  visit  during  the  preceding  summer.  Miss  Hourigan,  to  use  an' 
Americanism,  was  '*  raised"  not  far  from  where  the  Gal  way  Bay  disports 
ita  turbulent  waters,  and  her  godmothers  and  godfather  having  in  the 
exercise  of  their  peculiar  privileges  bestowed  upon  her  the  name  of 
Norah,  in  the  course  of  time  and  by  the  laws  of  nature  when  she  had 
expanded  into  proportions  that  put  Biddy  Delauy*s  well  developed  form 
almost  in  the  shade,  her  early  admirers  in  Athenry  conferred  upon  her  the 
additive  of  More:  Norah -more  or  Big  Norah,  therefore  she  was  better 
known  as,  than  her  ntistocratic  siriiame  of  Hourigan;  which  the  village 
Bonasus  converted  into  Oran-more,  as  being  shorter,  handier  to  the 
month,  and  at  the  same  time  identifying  her  beyond  the  possibility  of 
an  error  with  the  town  of  her  nativity. 

Biddy  had  received  a  letter  from   Oran-more,  which  had  been  the 
cause  of  her  rapid  flitting;  it  ran  thus:*- 

Lower  Mount  Street,  Feast  of  St.  Bridget. 
Mi  deerest  Bedeelia, 

long  promisia  cums  at  last,  i  have  an  iligant  sitewation  in  view,  so  get 
awl  yer  dayciot  things  washed  an  deer  starchid  at  onst,  whip  up  to  me  be  the 
thrain,  Andy  fletcher  the  guarde  ill  take  care  uv  ye,  go  to  Missus  Farriirs 
in  the  archeway,  where  ye*ll  get  daycint  and  moral  washin  an  lodgin  until  i 
cum  to  you,  dont  be  deludin  yerself  wid  gettin  on  in  Athinrye,  dublin  is  the 
place  for  the  likes  uv  you  an  me,  tel  the  odd  peeple  to  go  shake  thimselves, 
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an  dont  forget  to  remimber  me  to  Tbadj  fallon,  Dud  rooney,  Micky  coQsidinc 
an  big  Murthin  Brady. 

Glory  be  to  god  i'm  well,  an  bud  for  a  tbrifln  cowld  i  got  at  tbe  Tbayather 
wid  a  sting  av  a  toothaiche,  an  a  shootin  pain  in  my  waiste,  i  never  was 
betther. 

yer  affecshionate  goMip  til  death, 

NORAH  UOUBIGAN. 

"  Noli  Baynee. — Mind  an  bring  nice  light  pumps  wid  ye,  an  clane  open 
work  srockinga,  an  the  yallow  gown  wid  the  pink  flowexs  an  it,  be  pertikiler 
about  yer  bonnet,  nothing  showy  ye  know,  a  fine  sthraw,  wid  a  nate  thrim-' 
miu  uv  bright  blew,  or  dark  scarlet,  an  plenty  of  flowers,  flowers  is  wore  here 
now,  artifeeshal  ye  know  uv  coorse.  if  ye  see  Con  Cassidy  tell  him  i  do  be 
thinkiu  uv  him. 

No  more  at  present,  only  dont  bring  any  nails  in  yer  shoes,  ther  low  and 
vulger. 

]d  due  course  the  train  conveying  Miss  Delany  and  her  wardrobe 
whirled  into  the  station  at  the  Broadstone,  at  the  early  and  unreasonable 
hour  of  half-past  four  on  a  raw  damp  autumn  morning,  and  her  provin- 
cial mind  was  somewhat  disarranged  by  the  unexpected  scene  of  bustle 
and  confusion  by  which  she  was  surrounded;  her  gallant  cavalier  Mr. 
Andrew  Fletcher,  the  guard,  betook  himself  to  look  after  sundry  half- 
crowns  which  experience  led  him  to  expect  from  sundry  young  gentle- 
men who  could  not  smoke  anywhere  but  in  reserved  first  class  carriages, 
and  thus  left  to  her  own  resources  she  for  the  first  time  experienced  that 
unpleasant  bewilderment  of  being  set  down  alone  and  friendless  on  the 
confines  of  a  big  city. 

Amidst  the  jargon  of  the  jarveys,  the  expostulation  of  passengers 
8ti'ii?giing  for  their  particular  carpet  bags,  and  the  elegant  expletives  of 
porters  who  would  place  them  on  the  wrong  car;  a  voice  rose  clear  and 
high,  and  strong  upon  the  morning  air,  a  voice  which  resounded  through 
the  archways,  pierced  through  the  murky  dark  atmosphere,  dodged 
under  the  puffs  of  steam,  jostled  against  the  scream  of  the  engine 
whistle,  and  fell  like  an  angel's  whisper  on  the  ears  of  poor  desolate 
Bidelia. 

"  Why  thin  tundther  an  turf  is  ther  nobody  there  from  Athinry!'* 
yelled  a  shrill  treble. 

(( Yis— yis — alanna,  all  right  here  I  am!"  exclaimed  Biddy  making 
a  racing  hop,  step,  and  jump,  and  coming  down  on  the  Bide  of  the  car 
with  a  shock  that  bent  the  spring  double,  and  shot  the  astounded  Jehu 
off  at  a  tangent. 

<*  Well,  by  the  fut  uv  Pharoh!  '^  he  exclaimed  as  he  scrambled  on  to 
the  vehicle  again,  "  But  I'm  glad  to  see  you—  is  there  any  taore  of  you 
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in  the  thratn — or  did  je  come  all  at  onst-^oh,  dedad  ids  a  comfort  to 
be  waitin  for  something  respectable  anyhow<«-bud  share  ye'll  be  after 
taking  another  car  for  your  luggage, — phew— hi— Micky  ahagur  run 
an  nx  for  this  young  lady's  baggage  and  her  band-boxs — run — run  for 
your  life,  or  we'll  have  to  charge  a  penny  a  piece  for  looking  at  her!  ** 

*•  Don't  throuble  yerself  ayickl"  answered  Biddy,  "I'm  not  come  of  a 
provid  £imily,  all  I  have  I  carry  on  my  back,  so  be  o£F  wid  you  at 

oust  r 

**  Oh, — oh, — ^light  marchin  ordther  I  parsaive— maybe  ids  comin  by 
the  canal  boat,  well  here  goes,— gee-up, — hi^a  thwack  with  the  whip) 
get  on  I  say  ye  lasy  thief,  (thwack)— hi,  hi,  oh,  milia  murther,  (bump, 
bump,  oyer  the  stones,)  will  the  springs  ever  stan  it  at  all— oh,  bedad 
ids  aisy  to  see  ther's  good  beef  and  mutton  at  Athinry,  well  now  darlin, 
wait  til  I  see,— we're  goin— to— to— " 

**  To  Oran-moreP'  interposed  Biddy. 

'*  Arrah,  tare  an  agers,  be  aisy  now  can't  yeP  exclaimed  the  janrey 
pulling  up  with  a  look  of  astonishment,  "  shuro  ids  not  all  the  way  back 
home  agin  ye  want  to  be  druv  this  momin?" 

**  To  Norah  Hourigan's  ye  omadthawn !''  exdumed  Biddy  angrily, 
**  did'nt  she  sind  you  for  me?  " 

**  Arrah  to  be  shure  she  did,  bud  I  was  only  thinkin  uv  the  name  uv 
the  place  she  bid  me  bring  ye  to,  och  bad  cess  to  me  bud  this  cowld 
momin  air  is  very  sevare  on  the  mimory,  I  can't  think  at  all  where's 
thta  she  said  sh^M  be  to  meet  you  I  " 

'*  At  Mrs.  Farrill's  in  the  Archway  at  Lower  Mount  Street,  shtew- 
pid !"  shouted  Biddy. 

**  At  coorse,  av  coorse,  shure  I  know  that,  bud  I  was  on  thinkin  uv 
the  shortest  way  to  get  there!" 

''Come  none  uv  yer  Dublin  jackeen  thricks  upon  thravellersi"  roared 
Biddy  getting  red  with  passion,  and  shaking  what  the  jarvey  supposed 
to  be  a  small  sized  leg  of  mutton  in  his  whiskey  coloured  and  roguery 
twisted  face,  "  if  I  lay  my  hands  on  ye  I'll  tache  ye  how  to  humbug  a 
girlof  theDalany'sI" 

(Thwack-Thwack,)  oh,  be  the  mortal,  why  didn't  ye  say  ye  wor 
in  a  hurry  at  first  an  not  keep  me  jokin  here;  lay  yer  hand  an  me 
indeed,  oh,  bedad  I'd  rayther  get  a  kick  from  the  ould  mare  herself  than 
that;  bud  never  dhread  alanna — ^hi,  hi,  hiss,  (thwack)  I'll  rowle  ye  over 
there  while  ye'd  be  axin  for  a  ticket  in  the  express  thrain,  (thwack, 
thwack,  kick,  kick,)  aisy,  aisy,  ye  baste;  ids  not  you  I  mane  ids  the  mare 
ma'am— an  bow's  ould  Misther  Delany  ma'am,  ids  a  long  time  sinse  I 
seen  him?" 
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**  Not  much  the  betther  ny  yer  axin  !*'  answered  BiJdy  sulkily,  but 
in  a  moment  or  two  she  remembered. 

**  Shure  an  I  forgot  to  ax  ye  how  is  Norah?  '* 

^*  Much  the  same  way  Misthur  Delany's  in  thankee  maam !"  waa  the 
reply  with  a  broad  grin  towards  his  own  side  of  the  way  and  his  tongue 
thrust  in  his  cheek. 

Biddy  turned  round  angrily,  but  a  series  of  whacks  to  which  the  poor 
old  mare  responded  by  vigorous  kicks,  compelled  her  to  hold  on  to  the 
driver's  seat  with  both  hands,  and  away  they  went  galloping — kicking': 
the  vehicle,  (one  of  the  very  worst  specimens  of  an  Irish  hackney  car,) 
hopping  along  the  pavements  and  across  the  shingle;  now  going  side 
ways,  then  running  over  after  the  mare  towards  the  flag  ways,  again 
taking  a  run  straight;  now  the  shafts  tilting  up,  and  then  the  body 
coming  down  on  the  wheels  with  a  shock  that  made  Biddy  cut  her 
tongue  with  her  teeth,  whenever  she  endeavoured  to  speak;  and  thus 
they  progressed  in  every  direction  but  a  straight  one,  and  what  between 
the  rattling  and  bumping  of  the  car  which  shook  her  bones  almost  to 
dislocation,  the  see-sawing  which  threw  her  legs  in  the  air  and  threat* 
ened  to  shoot  her  into  some  of  the  heaps  of  mud  through  which  the 
mare  skilfully  meandered,  and  the  convulsive  clutches  now  at  the  rail 
to  hold  on,  and  then  at  her  clothes  to  keep  them  down,  poor  Biddy  had 
a  sorry  life  of  it,  and  neither  time  to  look  to  the  right  or  to  the  left, 
until  she  was  deposited  at  the  identical  archway. 

•*  I II  thronble  ye  for  my  fare?"  said  the  caiman  as  Biddy  was  moving 
towards  her  shady  destination  after  wishing  him  a  very  bland  good 
morning  and  an  *'  aisier  hurdle  to  him  for  dhrawin  his  corpses  onP' 

''I  suppose  this  is  more  uv  yer  joking!*'  exclaimed  Biddy  drawing 
herself  up  to  her  full  height  and  a  deep  breadth  of  indignation  at  the 
same  time. 

*'  Bedad  and  a  purty  joke  yer  makin  uv  me  ma'am,  ye  needn't  be 
blowin*  yerself  out  ma^am  yer  big  and  weighty  enough,  eight-an-twinty 
stone  if  yer  a  pound,  arrah  look  at  the  ould  mare  looking  at  ye  wonderin 
how  on  airth  she  got  sich  a  hape  uv  counthry  consequence  acras'^  the 
town  at  all,— aisy,  aisy,  now  I  say  (in  a  louder  tone)  arrah  by  jakers — 
what — d'ye — mane— to  say,  (placing  himself  before  Biddy  who  still 
showed  an  inclination  to  move  of,) — to  say— (very  loud  and  speaking 
rapidly)  ye  wont  pay  me  my  fare?" 

"Didn't  Norah  Hoarigan  sind  ye  for  me  ye  spalpeen?"  roared  Biddy 
swinging  her  shawl  back  and  her  arms  free. 

"  Divil  a  Norah  I  knows  good  or  bad  or  iver  laid  my  eyes  on  in  my 
life!"  was  the  rejoinder,    '*  bud  I  want  s-i-v-i-n  shillings,  (seven  hards 
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nps  cyf  the  bott  end  of  the  whip  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,)  my  laygal 
itre  sivin  miles  dhrive  this  mornin'l" 

A  light  dawned  npon  Biddy,  a  mental  resolntion  supervened,  she'd 
bare  to  be  sharper  in  the  city  of  Dublin: — it  was  "do"  number  1. 

'*  IMl  take  mj  affidavy  in  a  coort  that  id  wasn't  seven  miles  nor  the 
halfwid!" 

**  It  was  the  shuparior  locomotion  that  makes  ye  think  so  ma'am  T 
{theQ  in  a  lower  and  confidential  tone)  bud  anyhow  I'd  recommend  you 
to  pay  me  the  thrifle  for  here^s  a  polisman,  and  Til  only  be  forced  to 
give  you  in  charge  for  obtainin^  goods  undther  false  prednces,  an  faiz 
ids  myself  id  be  sorry  to  see  sich  a  fine  slip  of  a  girl  thransported  for 
ach  a  thrifle  as  sivin  shillins.  Here — make  id  the  crown  now— five 
sbillins— jtst  what'll  pay  for  oats  to  put  the  mare  in  condition  afther 
dbrawiu'  sich  a  load.  " 

Biddy  caught  one  glimpse  of  the  policeman,  as  his  shiny  cape  loomed 
in  the  direction  indicated,  her  worthy  parent's  last  charge  resounded  in 
her  ears,  so  rapidly  unrolling  a  pocket  handkerchief  of  dimensions  suffi- 
^ent  to  cover  herself  as  well  as  her  nose,  she  produced  three  half  crowns 
inatead  of  two,  and  fled  up  the  entry  as  though  Beelzebub  was  hard 
upon  her  tracks. 

''What  were  you  saying  to  that  young  woman  pray?^  inquired  the 
^^nardian  of  the  morning. 

**  I  was  axin  her  when  the  washin*  id  be  ready  to  go  home  I "  was  the 
reply  delivered  with  that  candour  peculiar  to  Irish  jarveys  when  they 
feel  themselves  on  the  n\|irgin  of  a  difficulty. 

<'  Well,  and  what  did  she  say?"  enquired  the  constable  with  a  half 
doubting,  half  comic  expression  of  face. 

**  She  axed  me  did  I  belong  to  the  Society  for  the  diffewshion  uv 
useful  knowledge!  "  And  urging  the  panting  old  mare  to  a  smart  trot 
he  left  A  44,  assuaging  dignity  by  a  smile  at  impudence. 

The  astute  Broadstone  Jarvey  had  not  however  proceeded  many 
streets  upon  his  return  when  he  met  an  acquaintance  in  the  shape  of  a 
well  coated  individual  who  was  sauntering  lazily  along,  a  stout  black' 
thorn  cudgel  doing  pendulum  duty  in  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand,  his 
left  thrust  into  his  coat  pocket,  his  hat  set  carelessly  back  on  his  head, 
and  displaying  the  air  of  a  mau  who  had  very  li.tle  to  do,  and  was 
exerting  himself  to  the  utmost  to  do  it. 

''  Why  thin  good  mornin  to  you  Misther  Dowlin,  ids  a  good  start 
DOW  since  we  had  you  up  wid  uz  at  the  Broadstone,  bub  therms  not 
much  in  your  line^  there  now,  bedad  I  didn't  expect  to  see  you  this  side 
QV  the  globe'^this  killing  hot  weather!" 

KO.  2. — ^VOL.  IX.  ^ 
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^  Ah,  Micky^  my  smart  little  cbap  is  that  yerself  ?  well  now  as  je 
wor  sayin  the  sun  is  not  exzactly  splittin  the  threes,  nor  is  my  appear- 
ance just  the  one  that's  most  welkim  at  all  times^  but  we  must  put  up 
wid  the  frakes  of  nature,  I'm  glad  to  see  you  for  all  that  Micky,  yer  for 
all  that  Micky»  yer  lookin'  well,^40  is  the  mare,  and  for  such  a  pair  of 
infarnal  rogues  as  ye  both  are  I  must  say  ids  creditable  to  the  two  uv 
yel" 

"  Get  out  ye  soothern  thief  ye," 

"  Bud  Micky  dear,  you're  a  long  wayinto  the  middle  of  civilizatioa 
to-day.  Was  it  a  docther  uv  laws,  or  a  Dhragoon  that  put  motion  into 
you  this  momin?  " 

''  Nayther  Galway  College  nor  Newbridge  Barracks  had  hand,  act  or 
part  in  it  thin,  bud  a  tundherin  big  young  woman,  a  girl  ut  the  Delany'a 
all  the  way  from  Athinry!  " 

"Anan?" 

'*  Ay — ^faiz — an  a  cruel  hurry  she  was  in  up  to  Mount  Street  to  a 
Norah  somebody  or  other  that  myself  forgets,  bud  I  left  her  at  Mrs. 
Farrell's  in  the  archeway." 

The  individual  by  whom  this  information  was  so  skilfully  extracted 
gaye  a  long  low  whistle — struck  the  blackthorn  playfully  into  M[r« 
Michel's  ribs— screwed  his  ferret  like  eyes  up  into  forty  thousand  gimlet 
power,  and  enquired  "  would  you  know  the  name  if  ye  heard  it?  " 

"  Bedad  I  think  I  would  if  it  was  to  oblige  you  Misther  Dowlinl" 

'<  I'll  engage  then  it  wasn't  Hourigan?  " 

''  Go  on  Misther  Dowlin-*go  on  now-— as  the  hangman  said  to  the 
chap  whin  he  knocked  his  head  agin  the  rope,  shure  the  divil  a  fear  ur 
ye  I"  and  Mick  as  he  conveyed  the  encouraging  assurance  winked  his 
right  eye  with  an  energy  that  completely  crushed  one  half  of  his  inter- 
esting countenance  into  a  mass  of  wrinkles,  whist  his  left  eye  was  a  per- 
fect coruscation  of  roguish  intelligence. 

Ta  he  continued. 


THE  IRON-CASED  FRIGATE  WARRIOR. 

SoMB  few  years  past,  when  there  was  no  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive, 
between  this  country  and  France,  but  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  two  empires 
very  often  drifted  into  exceedingly  hostile  relations,  the  army  and  navy  of 
England  were  frequently  at  their  lowest  ebb.  Now,  however,  that  the  two 
countries  are  bound  together  in  ties  of  strict  amity  and  peace,  the  whole 
country  bristles  with  warlike  preparations.  Each  part  of  the  coast  asserts  its 
defencelessness  and  claims  additional  batteries ;  colossal  three-deckers  are 
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launched  each  month ;  and  not  a  town  or  county  hut  has  its  corpe  of  volan- 
leers.  The  note  of  preparation  seems  even  to  have  penetrated  that  loneliest 
and  dreariest  of  i4eta->tbe  Isle  of  Dogs,  where  building  yards,  hitherto  sacred 
to  tbe  West  Indiameu  or  opium  clippers,  are  cumbered  with  the  fragments  of 
little  ganboat8,  or  entirely  occupied  by  steam  rams,  with  their  monstrous  iron 
sides  and  hooked  beaks — the  rhinoceri  of  the  deep. 

When  the  contract  for  the  first  of  these  tremendous  engines  of  wariare  was 
aeoepted,  some  nine  months  back,  by  the  Thames  Iron  Ship  Building  Con« 
paoy,  we  gsTe  our  readers  the  chief  featares  of  the  intended  structure,  i^inca 
that  time  the  work  of  building  tbe  monster  at  Blackwall  has  progressed  con- 
fliderebly.     Since  that  time  other  contracts  for  vessels  of  an  almost  aimilar 
kind  have  been  issued  and  taken  op ;  and,  above  all,  since  that  time  the 
ofMnions  of  the  Admiralty  on  iron-cased  ships  of  war  in  general  would  appear 
to  have  undergone  some  coA^id^rable  modi ff cation.    The  vessel  building  at 
iStackwall,  and  of  the  progress  made  with  which  we  propose  now  to  inform  our 
readers,  was  originally  intended  for  an  iron -cased  steam  lam;  that  is  to  say,  a 
weasel  built  as  nearly  shot  proof  as  possible,  and  not  only  intended  to  engage, 
but  to  run  into  and  sink  others.    From  this  design,  however,  she  has  been 
altered,  and  is  now  to  be  built  merely  as  a  shot  proof  heavy  armed  frigate  of 
perfiaps  36,  or  perhaps  70  guns,  as  the  Admiralty  may  eventually  decide. 
She  is  to  be  named  the  Warrior,  and  will  be  at  once  fire  and  shot  proof— the 
largest,  strongest,  and  switlest  man-of-war  afloat  in  the  world.     But,  as  we 
have  already  said,  since  the  drawings  for  this  noble  ship  were  made,  the 
Admiralty  have,  in  their  more  recent  plans  for  genuine  steam  rams,  accepted 
much  which  they  had  formerly  condemned,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  con* 
derooed  a  good  deal  of  work  on  which  they  formerly  insisted.     Thus  the  two 
ifon-cased  vessels,  or  steam  rams  proper,  which  are  now  being  bnilt,— *one 
en  the  Tyne  by  Palmer,  and  the  other  by  Westwood  and  Bailey  at  Mill  wall, 
are,  though  both  shot  proof,  smaller  in  tonnage  and  armament,  and  nearly 
100  feet  shorter,  than  this  gigantic  frigate,  the  Warrior,  which  is  being  con* 
•Iracted  at  the  Thames  Shipping  Company's  yard.    Though  great  progress 
has  been  made  with  the  Warrior,  the  more  striking  parts  of  the  hull,  such  aa 
the  beak  and  stern,  have  yet  to  be  built  up.    Now  one  only  sees  dimly  through 
tlie  forest  of  timber  Which  supports  the  midship  part  of  the  ponderous  hull 
the  reaBy  enormous  solidity  with  which  it  is  all  put  together.     A  perfect  net- 
work of  T  shaped  iron  beams  cross  and  reerossone  another  in  every  direction. 
The  wrought-iron  **  box-girders  "  which  run  throughout  the  vessel  l^om 
stem  to  stem  are  the  most  powerful  things  of  their  kind  that  have  ever  yet 
been  made ;  yet  all  these  beams  and  girders,  angle  irons,  and  tie  rods,  of 
which  the  whole  hull  is  apparently  built,  are  mere  trifles  to  the  things  which 
have  yet  to  be  pot  into  her.    A  whole  mountain  of  teak,  which  half  Alls  one 
part  of  the  yard,  has  to  be  consumed  in  her  outer  "  lining,**  while  her  armour 
plates  lie  about  in  ponderous  slabs,  weighing  many  tons,  each  from  16  to  18 
foet  long,  4  foet  wide,  and  4^  inches  thick.     The  nose,  or  cutwater  of  tbe 
vessel  is  one  immense  slab  ot  wrought  iron,  about  80  foet  long,  10  inches 
thick,  and  weighing  upwards  of  17  tons.    The  screw  frame  is  one  piece  of 
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the  ftDest  forged  iron,  without  the  slightest  flaw  of  any  kind,  and  weigbins 
no  less  than  44  tons.  Till  the  present  work  was  commenced  such  masses  of 
forgings  were  never  thought  of,  even  in  the  construction  o(  the  Great  East* 
tern. 

Such  an  interval  has  elapsed  since  we  last  noticed  the  plan  on  which  this 
iron  Warrior  is  to  be  built  that  a  brief  recapitulation  of  her  chief  dimensions^ 
together  with  the  general  principle  of  construction,  may  not  be  without  in- 
terest to  our  readers,  more  especially  as  it  will  serve  to  make  clear  our  de* 
scription  of  the  progress  that  has  already  been  made. 

Her  dimensions,  then,  are : — Extreme  length,  380  feet ;  ditto  breadth  5& 
feet ;  depth,  41  feet  6  inches ;  and  her  tonnage  no  less  than  6,177  tons.     The 
engines  (screw,  of  course)  sre  to  be  by  Penn  and  Sons,  of  1,250-borse  power, 
and  of  these  we  shall,  on  a  future  occasion,  lay  a  separate  and  detailed  de- 
scription before  our  readers.    Their  total  weight,  with  boilers,  will  be  950 
tons.     For  these  she  will,  unfortunately,  only  be  able  to  carry  950  tons  of 
coal,  or  enough  for  about  six  days'  steaming.    The  armament  (counting  her 
only  as  a  36-gun  frigate,)  with  masts  and  stores,  will  weigh  1,200  tons,  and 
this,  with  the  hull,  which  is  to  be  no  less  than  5,700  tons,  will  give  her  a 
total  weight,  when  ready  for  sea,  of  about  9,000  tons  in  all,  or  the  weight  of 
the  Great  Eastern  when  launching.     With  the  fine  lines  and  immense  horse- 
power of  the  Warrior  a  speed  of  not  much  less  than  15  or  16  knots  sn  hour 
is  anticipated,  so  that  should  her  commander,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  choose 
to  use  her  as  a  steam  ram,  he  could  literally  drive  bis  ship  straight  over  a 
whole  fleet  of  three-deckers  without  a  chance  of  being  injured  by  their  broad- 
sides in  closing.     That  the  Warrior  will  enjoy  almost  a  perfect  immunity 
from  the  heaviest  shot  and  shell  will  easily  be  understood  when  we  briefly 
point  out  the  tremendous  strength  with  which  she  is  constructed.     There  is 
no  external  keel,  but  an  inner  kind  of  girder,  which  acts  as  a  keelson.     This 
is  formed  of  immense  slabs  of  wrought  scrap  iron  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
thick,  and  three  feet  six  inches  deep.    To  it  are  bolted  the  ribs — massive 
wrought  iron  T  shaped  beams  an  inch  thick,  and  made  in  joints  five  feet  long 
by  two  deep  up  to  five  feet  below  the  water  line,  where  their  depth  is  dimi- 
nished so  as  to  form  a  deep  ledge  or  angle,  on  which  the  armour  plates  and 
their  teak  lining  rest.     These  immense  ribs,  except  where  the  port- holes 
intervene,  are  actually  only  22  inches  apart.    Above  the  keelson,  and  inside 
the  ribs,  are  the  five  box-girders  we  have  already  mentioned,  which  go  the 
whole  length  of  the  ship,  from  stem  to  stern,  and  from  which  spring  diagonal 
bands,  tying  every  rib  together.     The  orlop  deck  is  of  wood,  and  24  feet 
above  the  keel  \  the  main  deck  is  of  iron,  and  cased  with  wood,  and  nine 
feet  above  the  orlop  ;  the  upper  deck  will  also  be  of  wrought  iron,  cased  with 
wood,  and  seven  feet  nine  inches  above  the  main.    All  these  decks  ate 
carried  on  wrought  iron  beams  of  the  most  powerful  description,  to  which 
-— ^th  decks  and  ribs  and  all  are  bolted  as  in  one  piece.    The  '*  skin  "  of  the 
ship,  as  it  is  termed,  which  covers  all  these  ribs  on  the  outsidd,  is  also  of 
wrought  iron,  an  inch  aud  a  quarter  thick,  under  the  bottom,  to  nearly  one 
inch  thick  up  to  the  spar  deck.     From  five  feet  below  the  water  line  up  to 
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the  ppperdeck  comes,  in  addition  to  this,  the  great  armour  of  teak  and 
iron  over  all.  I  bis  is  formed  of  a  double  casing  of  the  hardest  teak,  18 
inches  thick»  with  the  beams  laid  at  right  angles  to  one  an  ocher.  Over 
these  again  come  the  plates  of  iron  we  have  already  mentioned,  so  as  in  all 
to  case  the  broadside  of  tbe  vessel  with  20  inches  of  solid  teak  and  6  inches 
of  tbe  very  finest  wrought  iron. 

This  tremendous  coat  of  armour,  however,  is,  of  course,  not  intended  to 
cover  the  whole  of  the  vessel.  Indeed,  with  such  an  entire  casing  it  could 
scarcely  float  at  all.  Only  the  broadside,  or  about  220  feet  of  the  whole 
length,  is  so  protected.  The  stem  and  stern  have  no  armour  plates,  but 
are  covered  with  iron  plates  1^  inch  thick,  and  lined  with  24  inches  of  teak. 
To  compensate  for  the  armour  both  the  stem  and  stem  are  crossed  and 
recroaaed  in  every  direction  with  water-tight  compartments,  so  that  it  is 
almost  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  those  on  board  the  Warrior  in 
action  whether  tbey  get  riddled  with  shot  or  not.  It  is  of  course  needless 
to  say,  that  the  whole  vessel  is  sub-divided  in  some  20  places  by  wrought 
iron  water  tight  bulkheads  of  the  most  solid  description.  Those  which  cut 
off  the  stem  and  stern  from  the  armour  coated  portion  of  the  ship  are  cased 
with  teak  and  armour  plates  below  the  water  line,  exactly  lik  e  the  broadside 
of  the  vessel.  Thus,  supposing  it  possible  that  both  stem  and  stern  could 
be  shot  away  completely,  the  fighting  portion  of  the  vessel  would  remain  as 
complete,  and  as  impenetrable  as  ever,  still  opposing  20  inches  of  teak  with 
6  inches  of  wrought  iron  to  every  shot.  The  bows,  as  the  spot  where  the 
whole  force  of  the  shock  must  be  received  in  case  of  the  vessel  ever  being 
used  to  run  down  an  enemy's  ships  of  war,  are  strengthened  inside  with  a 
perfect  web  of  ironwork.  No  less  than  eight  wrought  iron  decks,  an  inch 
thick,  stretch  back  from  this  point  to  the  armour  plates,  as  well  as  supports 
and  diagonal  bracings  innumerable. 

In  the  first  design  sent  in  to  the  Admiralty  by  the  Thames  Shipbuilding 
Company  the  shape  proposed  for  the  bows  of  the  vessel  was  exactly  after 
tbe  outline  of  a  swan's  neck  and  breast  when  swimming,  and  thus  the  point 
or  beak  intended  to  strike  an  enemy's  vessel  was  the  '*  breast",  which  was 
placed  under  the  water  line  in  the  ship's  bows.  In  the  Admiralty  model, 
and  of  course  that  on  which  the  Warrior  is  built,  the  bows  form  an  obtuse 
angle,  the  point  of  which  is  just  level  with  tbe  water  and  called  the  **  nose". 
This  peculiar  shape,  however,  it  is  intended  to  conceal  under  the  usual  cut- 
water, though  the  Admiralty  have  very  wisely  abandoned  the  idea  which 
they  at  first  entertained  of  concealing  the  true  character  of  the  vessel  by  such 
a  stale  device.  In  the  *^ms*'  proper  which  have  since  been  ordered  at  Mill- 
wall  and  Newcastle,  the  form  of  the  swan's  breast  is  adopted,  but  both  these 
vessels  are,  unlike  the  Warrior,  more  especially  designed  for  running  down 
vessels  than  for  fighting  them. 

Through  the  entire  length  of  the  Warrior  run  two  longitudinal  bulkheads 
between  the  sides  and  the  inner  portion  of  the  vessel,  which  are  termed 
wings,  and  serve  as  a  means  of  communication.  Inside  these  wings  are 
placed  the  coals,  while  the  chief  magazines  are  further  secured  again  by 


78  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

having  the  tvater  tanks  ioBide  these  bunkers.  Since  the  vessel  was  com* 
menced,  also,  the  Admiralty  have  ordered  the  hull  to  be  still  more  strength- 
ened bjr  the  addition  of  three  broad  girders  passing  beneath  the  armoar 
plates  on  both  sides  from  stem  to  stem. 

The  whole  of  the  framework  of  the  armour  coated  portion  of  the  ship  is 
now  erected  t  and  the  stem  and  stem  are  in  rapid  course  of  oonstmction. 
The  number  of  guns  to  be  carried  on  the  main  deck  is  to  be  36,  of  which  SO 
are  under  the  armour  coating,  the  others  fore  and  aft.  It  is  not  yet  posi- 
tively decided,  though  we  believe  there  is  little  doubt  that  there  will  be 
either  30  or  86  broadside  gans  on  the  upper  or  spar  deck  as  well,  making 
her  a  60  or  70  gun  frigate.  All  these  pieces  of  ordnance  are  to  be  Arm* 
strong's  longest  range  guns,  and  throwing  shot  of  lOOlb  weight. 

In  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  more  the  framework  of  both  stem  and 
stern  will  be  up  and  bolted  together,  and  by  that  time  the  ribs  of  the  raid- 
ship  section  will  be  covered  with  their  iron  skin,  and  the  double  planking  of 
teak  commenced.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  armour  plates  will  not  be 
bolted  into  their  places  until  after  the  Warrior  is  launched,  when  this  part 
of  her  equipment  will  most  likely  be  completed  in  the  Victoria  Docks.  All 
the  plates  are  dovetailed  at  the  edges  into  one  another,  and  fastened  through 
the  teak  and  iron  into  the  inner  ribs  of  the  ship  with  bolts,  which  are  coud* 
ter*Bunk  outside  so  as  to  have  their  heads  level  with  the  surface  of  the  plate. 
The  total  weight  of  the  plates  required  for  the  vessel  is  1,000  tons. 
•  Thee>e  monstrous  slabs  of  armour  are  formed  of  scrnp-iron  with  a  certain 
proportion  of  puddled  bar-iron,  which  makes  a  tnixtut^  of  almost  unyielding 
toughness.  Some  of  them  taken  to  Portsmouth  have  been  subjected  to  the 
most  severe  tests  in  order  to  ascertain  their  capacity  for  resisting  shot  and 
shell,  and  the  remnants  of  these  plates  are  now  at  the  works  at  Blackwall. 
They  were  fired  at  by  68- pounders  at  a  point-blank  range  of  200  yards.  The 
massive  shot  even  at  this  short  distance  have  failed  to  penetrate  the  iron, 
though  they  have  jdinted  it  to  the  depth  of  1^,  or  in  some  cases  2  inches. 
Six  of  the  shots  struck  within  a  circle  of  almost  less  than  two  feet  diameter. 
Each  after  the  second  shot  (which,  of  course,  more  or  less  broke  the  fibre  of 
the  iron)  tore  a  narrow  circular  fissure  or  crack  outside  the  ronrk  of  the 
diameter  of  the  shot  dint,  until  at  the  sixth  shot  in  almost  the  same  place 
the  plate  was  broken  and  torn  apart.  What  the  effect  of  such  a  battery 
would  be  if  the  plates  were  backed  up  with  the  double  beams  of  teak  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  but  it  shows  that  the  mere  slabs  of  iron  alone  would  be  quite 
insufficient  to  resist  a  concentrated  broadside  of  68-pounders  at  close  range. 
At  the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind — first,  that  six  such  heavy  shots 
are  never  likely  to  strike  all  in  the  same  spot;  and,  secondly,  that  the  War- 
rior will  herself  be  armed  with  the  heaviest  guns  in  the  world,  which  have 
sufllcient  range  to  enable  her  to  commence  her  action  with  an  enemy  at  least 
four  miles  distant.  At  two  miles  she  herself  will  be  to  the  enemy  out  of 
range  for  all  practical  purposes,  even  for  the  heaviest  smooth-bore  guns  yet 
used  in  any  navy,  and  at  1,000  yards  distance  a  68-pounder  shot  scarcely 
dints  her  iron  tides  to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch.  In  fact,  every  possible  con* 
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dngencj  seenui  to  be  provided  against  for  her  aecarity,  except  the  proba- 
ViHty  of  her  rolling  in  such  a  manner  aa  to  be  incapable  of  using  her  gunn  in 
anything  like  a  seaway.  Everything  seems  to  presage  that  she  will  unques- 
tionably be  a  tremendous  roller,  unless  the  Admiralty  adopt  some  such  pre- 
caution in  the  way  of  double  bilge  boards  outside  as  are  used  by  the  north 
ooimtry  pilot-boats.  With  these  she  may  be  rendered  stiff  enough ;  without 
them,  especially  now  that  the  Admiralty  have  determined  in  placing  her 
enginea  rather  high  in  her,  the  weight  of  her  top^hamper  may  be  so  great  as 
almost  to  endanger  her  safety  in  a  heavy  sea.*~TtJMes. 
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Ok  the  5th  of  January  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  National  Life  Boat  Insti- 
tutioD  was  held  at  its  house,  John  Street,  Adelphi. — Thomas  Chapman* 
£sq.f  Tji,8.,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Lewisy  the  Secretary,  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meetingp 
•  reward  ot£l2  was  voted  to  the  Institution's  Life  Boat,  stationed  at 
Barmouth,  for  putting  off  and  rescuing  14  persons,  including  the  Master 'n 
wife,  from  the  ship  Britannia,  of  Bath,  United  States,  which  during  a  gale  of 
wind  was  wrecked  off  Barmouth.  This  is  the  second  time  this  valuable 
Lifeboat  has  rendered  important  services  within  a  few  weeks  to  American 
abips  which  had  (their  masters  believing  that  they  were  above  Holyhead/, 
grounded  in  Cardigan  Bay. 

A  reward  of  £12  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Thorpeness  Lifeboat, 
belonging  to  this  Institution,  for  going  off  in  her  in  the  night,  and  saving 
8  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Henry  Morton,  of  Sunderland,  which  during  stormy 
weather  and  a  heavy  sea,  foundered  on  Size  well  Bank  on  the  10th  Dec.  In 
less  than  an  hour  after  she  sank  in  six  fathoms  of  water.  This  same  excellent 
boat  again  put  off  on  the  Idth  and  assisted  in  bringing  safely  to  port,  the 
sloop  Sybil  of  Goole,  which  was  found  in  a  sinking  state  on  the  night  of 
that  day. 

A  reward  of  £18  lOs.  was  likewise  veted  to  the  crew  of  the  Li&boat  at 
Lytham,  for  putting  off  in  her  and  rescuing  on  the  6th,  14th,  and  21  at 
the  crews,  consisting  of  16  persons,  from  the  brigantine  Hannah  Jane  of 
London;  the  sloop  Barkara  of  Almwich  ;  and  the  brigantine  Robert  Henry 
of  Dundalk,  which  during  stormy  weather  had  grounded  on  the  outlying 
sandbanks. 

A  reward  of  £12  was  also  voted  to  the  Filey  Lifeboat  belonging  to  the 
Institution,  for  putting  off  in  the  night  and  assisting  to  bring  the  crew  of  7 
men  of  the  schooner  Olive  Branch  of  Colcbster  safely  into  port,  which  during 
ibggy  weather  had  become  a  total  wreck  off  Filey  on  the  17th  ult. 

Rewards  amounting  to  £80  were  also  voted  to  the  In6titution*6  Lifeboats 
at  Appledore,  Devon ;  Aldeburgh,  Suffolk ;  Rosslare,  Wexford  and  Great 
Yarmouth,  for  putting  off  in  them,  sometimes  in  the  darkness  of  the  night 
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and  during  Teiy  tempestnoua  weather,  to  yessels  which  bad  signals  of  distress 
flying,  when  the  lifeboats  went  out,  but  which  in  many  instances  bad  after* 
wards  got  out  of  danger  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage. 

A  reward  of  £13  was  als  voted  to  the  Institution's  Lifeboat  at  Cahore,  oo 
the  coast  of  Wexford,  for  putting  off  and  bringing  onshore  four  persoos 
belonging  to  the  ship  Somnauth  of  Liverpool,  which  during  stormy  weather 
had  foundered  on  the  black  water  Bank,  on  the  1 1th  ult.  Seventeen  persons 
including  the  master's  wife  and  child,  had  previously  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  shore  in  two  of  the  wreck's  boats. 

During  the  past  year  the  lifeboats  of  the  Philanthropic  and  National 
Institution  had  succeeded  in  rescuing  218  shipwrecked  sailors  from  a  watery 
grave.  Captain  Allan  Young,  late  of  the  Arctic  yaclit  Fox,  who  baa  long 
been  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Lifeboat  Institution,  had  recently  sent  to  it 
an  additional  handsome  contribution,  stating  that  he  knew  perfectly  well  the 
value  of  a  Lifeboat  in  coming  up  Channel  and  nearing  a  lee  shore. 

The  silver  medal  of  the  Institution  and  £1  were  voted  to  Henry  Boyd 
coast-guard  boatman  at  St  John's  Point,  and  £6  to  five  other  boatmen  for 
putting  off  in  a  shore  boat  and  rescuing  at  considerable  risk  of  life,  the  crew 
of  8  men  of  the  brigantine  Water  Lily  of  Dublin,  which  during  a  terrific  surf 
was  wrecked  in  Dundrum  Bay  on  the  9th  ult.  H.  Boyd  particularly  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion.  It  was  only  after 
three  attempts  that  the  boat  succeeded  in  reaching  the  wreck  and  taking  off 
the  crew.  The  vessel  went  to  pieces  in  half  an  hour  after  the  crew  were 
landed.  Captain  Ridge,  R.N.,  stated  the  necessity  of  an  additional  lifeboat 
in  Dundrum  Bay;  the  [loyal  National  Lifeboat  Institution  has  already  one 
in  the  vicinity. ' 

Also  the  Silver  medal  and  a  copy  of  the  Institution's  vote  on  parchment, 
to  C.  R.  M.  Talbot,  Esq.,  m.p.,  chairman  of  the  South  Wales  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  Mr.  William  Farmer  in  acknowledgment  of  their  intrepid  services, 
by  wading  into  the  surf  with  others,  at  much  risk  of  life,  and  rescuing  several 
men  from  the  barque  Joseph  Jean,  of  Jersey,  which  during  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind,  was  wrecked  on  the  Glamorganshire  coast,  near  Mr.  Talbot's  resi- 
dence, a  few  weeks  ago.  The  third  service  clasp  was  likewise  voted  to  Mr. 
W.  Tredgidge,  chief  officer  of  the  coast  guard  at  Newquay,  Cornwall,  who 
had  previously  received  the  medal,  and  second  service  clasp  of  the  Institution; 
and  £12  to  several  other  men  for  their  courageeus  conduct  in  rescuing,  by 
wading  into  the  surf,  the  crews,  consisting  of  eleven  men,  of  the  French 
vessels  Andes,  of  Vannes,  and  the  Union,  of  St.  Vaast,  which  during  a  violent 
storm  were  wrecked  near  Newquay.  Mr.  Tredgidge  particularly  distinguished 
himself  on  the  occasion,  often  wading  up  to  his  neck  in  a  tremendous  sea« 
to  the  rescue  of  the  poor  foreigners.  Several  other  rewards  in  money  for 
courageous  services  in  saving  life  were  afterwards  voted.  It  is  sad  to  relate 
that  it  happens  occasionally  that  in  attempting  to  rescue  others,  the  gallant 
men  are  themselves  engulphed  in  the  boiling  elements.  The  widows  of  four 
such  brave  fellows  received  yesterday  from  the  National  Lifeboat  Institution 
£75  as  a  small  gratuity  of  their  great  bereavement. 
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It  wns  decided  to  order  lifeboats  to  be  built  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  North 
Berwick,  and  EUe.  Others  were  ready  to  be  sent  to  St.  Andrews,  Porthcawl, 
Carmarthen  Bay,  Portrush  and  Silloth.  The  lifeboat  at  the  month  of  the 
Danube,  which  is  on  the  plan  of  the  Institution,  and  built  by  Messrs  Forrestt, 
was  reported  to  have  saved  the  crews  of  several  English  ships  during  recent 
terrific  storms  in  the  filack  Sea.  It  was  reported  that  some  **Friend*'  of  the 
InstitatioD  had  a  few  days  ago  lefl  at  its  bankers  it300.  Messrs  Jaffray  and 
Sod,  of  St.  Mildred's  Court,  again  presented  to  the  Institution  the  cost,  £180, 
of  a  lifeboat  and  her  equipments.  Payments  amounting  to  £1,860,  for  life- 
boats, boat-bouses,  and  carriages,  were  made  at  the  meeting.  The  financial 
accounts  of  the  Institution  for  the  past  year  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Hegbie,  the  public  accountant,  who  has  been  the  Auditor  of  the  Institution 
lor  many  years. 

Daring  the  year  which  has  just  closed  the  life  boats  of  the  Royal  National 
Life-boat  Institution  have  been  instrumental  in  saving  the  lives  of  the  crews 
of  the  following  wrecked  vessels  on  our  coasts: — Schooner  Betsy  of  Sunder* 
land,  4 ;  schooner  Clifton  of  Gloucester,  2  ;  schooner  E.  D.  of  Salcombe,  5 ; 
helped  to  bring  the  schooner  Yiscaya  of  Spain,  into  port ;  brig  Gonsalve,  of 
Nantes,  7  ;  helped  to  bring  the  schooner  Scotia,  of  Carnarvon  into  port ; 
schooner  Caroline  of  Fowey,  5 ;  schooner  Frederick  and  William  of  Ipswich, 
5  ;  CuUercoat  fishing- boat,  4 ;  brig  Velocity  of  Sunderland,  8  ;  sloop  Liberal 
of  Wisbeach,  I ;  barque  Alecto  of  b  rederickstadt,  9  ;  brig  Opreisiogen  of 
Arendal,  8  ,  brig  Eagle  of  Sunderland,  6;  brig  Lucinde  of  Memel,  1 1;  smack 
Endeavour  of  Port  Madoc,  4 ;  sloop  George  and  Mary  of  Hull,  3 ;  schooner 
Majestic  of  Dundee,  5 ;  schooner  Silva  of  Glasgow,  4 ;  steamer  Shamrock  of 
Dublin,  14 ;  smack  Bruce  of  Milford,  3 ;  brig  North  Eske  of  Sunderland,  6; 
schooner  Anton  of  Denmark,  6;  schooner  Enchantress  of  Hull,  14;  brig 
>iew  Astley  of  Aberdeen,  6 ;  barque  Ohio  of  Stettin,  4 ;  brig  Cuba  of 
Whitby,  1;  brig  Henry  Morton  of  S^underland,  H;  ship  Somnauth  of  Liver- 
pool, 4;  sloop  Sybil  of  Goole,  3;  brigantine  Robert  and  Henry  of  Dundalk, 
6 ;  schooner  Olive  Branch  of  Colchester,  7 ;  brigsntine  Hannah  Jane  of 
London,  7;  ship  Britannia  of  Bath,  United  States,  14 ;  brig  Fortuna  of  Memel, 
11 ;  coble  Isabella  of  Hartlepool,  2;  schooner  Ferona  of  Exeter,  5;  schooner 
Oriental,  of  Lancaster,  6;  schooner  Lord  Douglas,  of  Dundee,  5;  making 
a  total  of  218  lives  saved  by  the  Institution's  Lifeboats,  from  39  shipwreks, 
during  the  past  ^ear. 

On  these  occasions,  and  on  those  of  quarterly  exercise,  the  Lifeboats  were 
manned  by  probably  no  less  than  4,000  persons.  Nearly  all  the  services 
took  place  in  stormy  weather  and  heavy  seas,  and  of>en  in  the  dark  hour  of 
the  night.  During  the  same  period,  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Institution, 
on  additional  stations,  replacement  of  old  boats,  tran porting  carriages  and 
boat- bouses  in  various  localities  on  our  coasts,  having  amounted  to  a  total 
•of  i^l0,940.  8s.  9d.  Moreover,  grants  and  rewards  to  the  extent  ot  ^1,108. 
15s.  3d.  besides  one  gold  and  twenty  silver  medals,  for  rescuing  498  persons 
from  vessels  wrecked  during  the  last  twelvemonths  have  been  made. 

In  carrying  out  its  humane  objects,  however,  the  Society,  we  learn,  has 
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incurred  liabilitieg  to  the  amount  of  X3,834.  Such  practical  proofs  as  these 
of  the  great  value  of  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution  in  a  maritime 
country  like  ours,  cannot  possibly  be  overrated. 


€bitor*8  Jotfor. 


New  Snatch  Block. — (See  Plate.) 

Bath,  Jan:  Uth,  1860. 
SiB.*-Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  forward  the    enclosed  sketch  of  a 
Snatch  Block,  of  which  your  very  excellent  correspondent  *'  Yachts  and 
Yachting*'  does  not  appear  to  be  aware — it  is  very  handy  and  of  great 
strength. 

I'he  block  from  which  the  drawing  is  made  is  a  4-inch  block  and  swallovira 
a  rope  of  3 -inch,  and  I  believe  would  break  it. 

The  two  books  make  one,  like  the  Jib  sheet  hooks, 

I  perceive  your  coi respondent  is  also  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  Porce- 
lain Sheeves,  they  are  made  of  ^*  St  one- ware.*'  I  sent  a  4- inch  porcelain 
bheeve  to  a  block  maker  and  begged  him  to  destroy  it  in  legitimate  work, 
and  tell  him  how  it  went.  He  kept  it  four  months,  and  returned  it  uninjured 
having  put  it  to  a  test  of  weight  and  epeed  that  few  sheeves  would  survive — 
it  wore  the  pin  slightly.  They  are  made  by  a  man  in  Liverpool,  and  are 
very  cheap, — of  course  they  are  not  bushed. 

I  would  take  the  further  liberty  of  suggesting  to  him  that  a  cutter*8  main« 
sheet  blccks  should  be  two  sheeved  at  -the  boom,  and  three  sheeved  on  the 
horse,  the  double  falls  leading  in  that  case  fair  to  the  quaiter-blocks,  and 
the  pull  on  the  boom  would  then  be   *'  up  and  down.** 

I  look  forward  in  the  hope  that  under  the  head  he  kindly  promises  us 
**  Management  of  Yachts'*  he  will  enter  into  the  disputed  subject  of  the 
actual  effect  of  the  rudder  on  a  ship. — I  am,  &c 
To  the  Editor  of  H.  YM.  W.  Mc Adam. 


DisAR  SiB.~I  have  read  with  much  interest  Mr.  McAdam's  excellent  letter. 
I  think  your  idea  of  publishing  it,  or  any  similar  letters  received,  relative 
to  the  papers  on  '*  Yachts  and  Yachting**,  and  containing  such  information 
as  Mr.  McAdam  has  so  admirably  conveyed,  is  an  excellent  one :  a  vast 
amount  of  useful  information  will  by  this  means  be  obtained  if  every  yachts- 
man will  contribute  with  the  same  good  spirit ;  and  much  mutual  benefit 
will  result.  I  refrain  from  any  comment  upon  the  subjects  mentioned  by 
him,  as  if  you  publish  his  letter  it  will  speak  for  itself 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  returning  you  his  clever  sketch  of  the  ^'Snatch 
Block",  which  I  also  enclose  a  fac-simile  of,  that  I  have  endeavoured  after 
my  rude  fashion  to  transfer  for  the  stone.  By  placing  it  with  the  Illustrations 
on  '*  Yachts  and  Yachting*'  the  first  portion  of  his  letter  will  be  rendered 
complete. — Yours,  &c. 

To  the  Editor  qfH,Y.M.  The  Autuob  or  Yachts  amd  YACHTina. 
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Bumham  Onery^  Jan.  Zrdy  1860. 
SiE. — I  observe  that  the  gentleroan  who  is  now  faronriog  us  with  a  series 
of  commuDicatioDS  on  Yacht  Building,  &c.,  lays  particular  stress  upon  the 
adfantage  ot  giving  yachts  a  round  fore-foot  in  opposition  to  the  great  gripe 
formerly  advocated ;  and  I  am  quite  of  his  opinion,  that  the  questionable 
advantage  gained  by  screwing  the  craft  up  to  the  wind,  is  moKCt  than  coun* 
terbalanced  by  the  increased  head  canvas  or  the  increased  weather-helm, 
thereby  entailed  for  the  generality  of  sea-going  and  large  yachts.  I  should, 
however,  feel  greatly  obliged  if  he  would  inform  me  whether  he  thinks  the 
same  holds  good  for  mere  boaU,  say  of  18  feet  on  the  keel,  which  are,  in  the 
least  swell,  so  constantly  bobbing  their  fore-foot  out  of  the  water?  It 
strikes  me  that  with  a  light  fore-foot  they  would  be  light  headed  as  Well, 
and  fall  away  to  leeward  with  each  jump.  I  trust  he  will  finvour  us  with 
his  view  of  the  subject,  as  I  am  busy  draughting  a  small  craft,  and  he  has 
evidently  paid  such  attention  to  the  subject  as  to  make  his  opinion  worth 
having.  1  remain,  Sir, 

lo  ike  Editor  of  H.Y.M.    .  Bobstat. 

The  G&kat  FiiAG  Qubstioh. 

Jan.  25M,  1860. 
Sib.— I  notice  in  the  last  number  of  your  Magazine  a  letter  signed  C.Vf. 
purporting  to  be  an  explanation  and  justification  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
White  Bnsign  from  the  Royal  Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland. 

It  is  unnecesary  for  me,  here,  to  assail  all  the  arguments  put  forward  by 
CM.  as  any  one  who  cares  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  case 
may  easily  do  so  by  referring  to  the  official  statements  of  the  R.W.Y.C.  of 
Ireland  published  in  your  Seventh  Volume,  p.  289,  and  also  in  your  Eighth 
Volume  p.  147. 

The  arguments  brought  forward  by  CM.  (and  there  is  no  evidence  to 
support*  them)  merely  amounts  to  this.    '*  That  it  was  owing  to  a  series  of 
mistakes  and  chances  by  which  the  R.  W.  Y.  C  have  been  enabled  to  carry 
the  White  Ensign  until  1858,  and  thus  to  have  a  semblance  of  a  claim,  &c.*' 

That  this  is  not  the  case,  will  be  abundantly  evident  on  a  perusal  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Admiralty  and  the  R.W.Y.C.*  as  well  as  from 
the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1853. 

I  must  also  protest  against  the  insulting  tone  of  C.M's  remarks,  when  he 
assumes  to  know  the  motive  or  "real  object'*  of  the  Members  of  the 
R.  W.  Y.  C  of  Ireland,  which  is,  he  says,  **  to  get  or  retain  a  flag  so  like  the 
IL  Y.  S.  as  to  be  undistinguishable  at  a  very  little  distance"  and  '*  of  striving 
to  get  the  appearance  of  having  obtained  admission  to  aristocratic  and  ex- 
clusive society.**  *'  Would  the  R.  W.  of  I.Y.C'  he  asks  "  be  content  to  have 
a  White  Ensign  with  an  unmistakable  mark  of  distinction,  as  for  instance 
the  Arms  of  Ireland  in  the  lower  comer  next  the  mast?**  I  answer  decidedly, 
Yea!  And  I  may  here  remark  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  learning 
the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  Yachtowners  holding  Warrants  under 

*  See  statement  before  referred  to,  vol.  7,  p.  398.,  H.Y.11 
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)he  R.  W.  T.  C.  (and  ai  regards  the  privilege  of  wearing  a  particular  flag,  it 
is  the  yacht  owners  alone  who  are  affected)  and  so  far  from  wishing  to  be 
mistaken  for  the  R.  T.  S.  their  ambition  on  the  contrary  has  always  been  to 
be  known  and  distinguished  as  a  thoroughly  practical  teagomg  yachting  body, 
and  this  character  (I  say  it  advisedlyt)  up  to  the  time  of  their  extinction  by 
the  Admiralty,  they  had  without  doubt  achieved — but  enough — it  is  need- 
less for  me  to  defend  the  justice  of  their  claims.  Let  the  facts  speak  for 
themselves.  I  fully  acknowledge  the  power  (I  had  almost  said  the  right)  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admuralty  to  cancel  the  privilege,  granted  freely,  specially 
reserved,  and  confirmed  more  than  once  to  the  R.  W.  Y.  C.  of  Ireland. 

It  was  quite  clear  fcom  the  t>eginning  of  1858  that  the  intention  of  the 
Authorities  was  to  ignore  all  and  every  claim  and  argumect  in  favour  of  the 
R.  W.  Y.  C,  but  it  would  have  appeared  a  ftr  more  dignified  and  unnssailable 
course  (though  the  hardship  would  have  been  the  same,)  if  their  Lordships, 
instead  of  putting  forth,  through  their  Secretary  a  plea  at  once  frivolous, 
unjust  and  unworthy,  had  merely  stated  that  **  it  was  expedient,  the  Royal 
Western  Yacht  Club  of  Ireland  should  cot  wear  the  White  Ensign,"  &c. 

In  conclusion,  CM.  (by  way  of  burking  the  matter)  expresses  *'a  hope 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  decline  to  listen  to  so  trifling  a  matter.**  If 
the  matter  is  so  trifling,  why  should  the  Admiralty  refuse  to  listen  to  common 
justice,  especially  when  by  their  refusal  they  have  ruined  a  large  and  flourish- 
ing Club,  one  which  has  always  been  foremost  in  every  patriotic  movement, 
and  in  carrying  out  the  true  object  of  Yacht  Clubs.  What  is  the  condition 
of  the  R.  W.  Y.  C.  of  Ireland  now? — I  can  tell  you,  Sir,  in  a  few  words.  The 
Club  is  virtually  extinct  and  insolvent,  having  no  income,  the  Club  property 
has  been  seized  and  sold  to  meet  the  Trade  debts,  and  those  yacht  owners 
who  have  lent  money  to  the  Club  (amounting  to  some  £1,400)  on  debenture, 
and  on  the  strength  of  its  rapidly  increasing  revenue,  have  of  course  lost 
every  farthing  hy  thU  act  of  the  Admiralty.  I  myself  an  English  Yacht 
Owner  am  a  loser  in  this  way  of  upwards  of  ^'100,  and  worse  than  this  I  fear 
there  are  some  heavy  trade  debts  yet  unpaid. 

That  the  unmerited  disgrace  and  stigma  which  attaches  to  the  name  of  the 
(late)  R.W.Y.C.  of  Ireland  owing  to  its  dissolution  after  an  existence  of  more 
than  30  years,  has  been  most  keenly  felt,  and  is  having  its  effect,  I  know  too 
well.  (At  the  time  a  deputation  of  the  Club  waited  on  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  in  1858,  he  assured  them  there  was  not  the  slightest  imputa- 
tion against  the  Club  in  any  way.) 

Surely  the  Admiralty  have  been  ill-advised  in  this  matter.  It  may  be  a 
"  trifling  matter"  and  not  worth  their  consideration,  bot  what  is  sport  to  them 
is  death  to  the  Club,  and  it  is  a  hardship  and  injustice  which  will  not  be 
soon  forgotten.— Yours,  truly. 

One  latblt  boldisq  FOUR  *'Rotal*'  Wabbakti. 
To  the  Editor  H.Y.M. 

To  Oim  CoRBesPONEnEHTS.— Several  communications  unavoidably  postponed 

AU  communiratione  to  he  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  St.,  iV.  iV. 
BUNT,  ft  Co..  Printer!,  6,  Mew  CLurch  Street,  Edgware  Boatf. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

I  WILL  now  proceed  to  show  how  to  make  fast  a  reef  pennant  round 
the  boom  when  the  reef  is  hardened  down  with  the  reef  tackle,  which 
it  is  important  to  know,  and  requires  a  smart  and  strong  hand;-— {^r^, 
93  and  94,  plaie  29,  wiU  aid  the  explanation.  The  crew  hang  on  to 
the  reef  pennant  in  order  tliat  the  reef  tackle  may  be  unhooked ; 
you  then  pass  the  pennant  end  round  the  boom  as  in  the  sketch,^. 
93,  jam  the  bend  as^^.  94,  and  the  reef  pennant  is  fast. 

Should  you  carry  away  the  mast  or  bowsprit,  and  that  you  want 
to  save  the  spar,  when  you  get  the  wreck  cleared  away  a  bit,  you 
secure  it  alongside  by  what  is  termed  *'  parbuckling,*'  Jig.  95f  plate 
30.  This  operation  is  very  easily  performed,  by  simply  making  &5t 
the  bights  of  two  ropes,  one  round  the  quarter  timber,  and  the  other 
any  place  about  the  main  rigging  that  is  conyenient,  and  does  not 
interfere  with  the  working  of  the  sheets  or  halliards  :  then  pass  the 
endfl  of  the  rope  down  under  each  end  of  the  spar  up  the  side^  and 

*  Continued  from  page  17. 
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either  lash  it  up  on  the  bulwarks,  or  get  it  inboard  as  occasion  may 
require.  There  are  various  simple  methods  of  making  ropes  fast  to 
each  other,  to  spars,  ring  bolts,  warping  posts,  &c.,  called  Bends^ 
Hitches,  and  Knots.  These  a  yachtsman  should  make  himself  well 
acquainted  with,  as  many  a  time  and  oft  during  his  career,  occasions- 
will  occur  when  he  may  be  called  upon  to  make  fast  a  rope  under 
circumstances  of  importance,  where  perhaps  even  his  life,  as  well  a» 
those  of  others,  may  depend  upon  its  being  securely  done,  without 
fear  of  its  rendering  or  giving  up  :  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  he 
should  have  confidence  in  doing  so,  and  a  little  practical  knowledge, 
ensured  by  frequent  exercise  is  sure  to  beget  it. 

A  common  bend  is  made  SLsfig.  96^  pkUeSl.  As  I  trust  the 
sketches  of  these  bends,  hitches,  &c.y  will  speak  for  themselves,  and 
as  I  know  technical  explanations  frequently  tend  to  perplex  the  be- 
ginner, I  shall  only  make  use  of  them  where  circumstances  may 
render  it  necessary. 

A  Carrick  Bend,  (fig.  97i  plaie  31),  is  a  very  useful  and  secure 
one,  more  particularly  if  you  are  suddenly  required  to  bend  two  haw- 
sers together  for  the  purpose  of  towing  or  warping  a  yacht. 

A  r^ular  Hawser  Bend  (^.  98^  plate  31),  is  made  as  by  sketch, 
but  as  will  be  perceived,  takes  a  little  more  time.  This  is  used  when 
it  is  requisite  to  join  two  hawsers  together,  where  an  extra  length  is 
required. 

A  Hawser,  or  a  Cable,  is  bent  to  a  kedge,  or  a  bower  andior, 
according  to  either  of  the  sketches,  JS79.  99  and  100^  plaie  32.  Chain 
cables  are  now  so  universally  used  by  all  yachts,  that  a  hemp  cable 
is  seldom  seen  on  board;  but  no  yacht*s  ground  tackle  is  complete 
without  a  good  hemp  hawser;  it  is  most  useful  in  various  ways: 
for  instance,  you  may  be  coasting  along  with  a  light  wind  off  the 
land,  it  suddenly  dies  away^  and  you  fall  in,  perhaps,  with  a  strong 
ebb  or  flood  tide,  drifting  you  astern  at  the  rate  of  from  one  to  two 
miles  an  hour ;  then  let  go  your  kedge  anchor  and  hawser,  and  ride 
over  the  tide  :  the  anchor  being  light  and  the  hawser  handy  to  work, 
you  are  under  way  in  a  moment  should  the  breeze  spring  up; 
whereas  should  you  let  go  the  bower  anchor  and  chain  cable  it  is  a 
far  more  laborous  matter  getting  it  aboard  again ;  and  should 
you  have  to  repeat  the  manoeuvre  often,  proves  rather  too  heavy  work. 
Care  should  be  taken  before  bending  the  hawser  to  the  anchor,  to 
parcel  over  the  anchor  shackle  with  a  piece  of  old  canvas,  marled 
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^m  with  rope  jam,  in  order  to  prevent  the  hawser  being  chafed  and 
^cnt  bj  the  iron  diackle. 

A  Bowline  Knot,  {fig.  101,  jXaJtB  32),  is  a  very  useful  one.  This 
is  called  a  sUmding  bowline  knot,  in  contradistinction  to  fig.  102, 
which  is  called  a  running  bowline  knot.  In  the  latter  sketch  it  will  be 
peroeiTed  that  the  loop  or  eye  formed  by  the  knot  A,  runs  upon  the 
standing  part  of  the  rope  B  B,  forming  another  eye  above  the  knot  as 
ate. 

A  Bowline  Knot  on  a  bight  (fig,  103,  piaie  33.)  is  another  form 
of  this  knot.  This  at  first  sight  may  appear  rather  difficult  to  make, 
but  it  is  on  the  contrary  extremely  simple,  as  in  fact  are  all  knots 
and  bends,  once  the  principle  of  making  them  is  understood. 

Take  the  double  rope  at  about  two  or  three  feet  from  the  bight  and 
make  an  eye,  or  as  it  is  termed  in  technical  language  a  Cuckold's 
Neck,  or  Kink,  as  at  A ;  then  pass  the  bight  B  up  through  the  eye  A, 
open  out  the  bight  B,  and  then  throw  it  over  die  large  loop  c,  bring- 
ing it  up  round  the  standing  parts  of  the  rope  at  D,  jam  it  there  and 
the  knot  is  made,  flere  it  may  be  well  to  remind  the  yachtsman  to 
make  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  technical  terms  used  in  mak- 
ing knots  or  bends. 

The  ftanding  part  of  a  rope,  is  always  the  principal  part,  or  long 
portion  which  is  worked  upon  with  the  end  to  form  a  knot;  the  noose 
or  eye  formed  when  the  end  is  folded  round  is  called  the  hight^  and 
the  last  part  of  the  rope  which  is  used  in  making  a  knot  or  bend 
is  called  the  end. — See  fig,  104,  plate  33.  It  may  appear  super- 
fluous on  my  part  to  enter  into  such  details,  which  of  course  profes- 
sionals will  smile  at,  but  as  a  yachtsman  is  only  an  amateur  sailor, 
be  cannot  be  expected  to  be  made  up  in  such  minor  details  as  only  a 
rc^lar  apprenticeship  to  the  sea  will  teach. 

The  standing  part  of  a  TacMe  or  Purchase  is  that  part  which  is 
made  fast  to  the  htoer  or  upper  blocks  or  to  a  timber  heady  pin^  or 
weight  to  he  raised.  The  running  parts  are  those  which  go  over  the 
sheaves  in  the  block  or  blocks ;  and  the  fall  of  the  tadde  is  the  end 
which  is  taken  hold  of  in  order  to  apply  the  power ;  very  little  exer- 
cise of  the  brain  is  required  to  implant  these  technicalties  in  the 
memory,  so  that  when  anything  connected  with  these  appliances  is 
to  be  performed,  the  right  term  may  be  used  in  the  right  place. 

When  towing  spars  from  the  shore  to  the  yacht,  or  we  versa,  as 
very  often  has  to  be  done,  such  as  racing  booms,  bowsprits,  gaff-top- 
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sail  yards,  Ac.,  the  knot  called  a  timber  hitch,  {fig.  105,  plaie  33^) 
will  be  useful.  This  hitch  can  be  quickly  made,  and  when  the 
weight  of  the  spar  strains  the  rope,  the  hitch  jams  itself  and  will 
not  easily  give  up.  A  strop  or  tail  block  may  be  made  &st  to  a 
rope  by  this  hitch. 

The  method  of  making  a  hawser  fast  to  a  wall  ring,  or  round  a 
warping  post;  or  to  the  ring  of  a  buoy,  so  that  it  may  not  give  up  at, 
perhaps,  a  critical  moment,  should  not  escape  the  yachtsman's  atten- 
tion. By  means  of  a  Fisherman's  Bend,  {fig.  106,  phie  34),  is  the 
^simplest  and  securest  method,  and  if  you  want  to  make  assuranee 
doubly  sure,  pass  a  round  seizing  round  the  end  B,  [on  the  standing 
part  of  the  hawser  at  c. 

A  Clove  Hitch  (fig.  107,  plale  35,)  is  that  by  which  the  ratdines 
are  hitched  round  the  shrouds,  and  also  a  buoy  rope  made  fast  to  an 
anchor. 

A  Blackwall  Hitch  (fig.  108,  plate  36,)  is  made  with  the  end  of 
a  rope,  or  the  fall  of  a  tackle,  on  the  hook  of  another  tackle;  it  is 
very  useful  when  applying  an  additional  tackle,  .to  increase  the  power 
of  another ;  or  in  setting  up  the  rigging  you  should  make  ^t  the 
end  of  the  shroud  lanyard  round  the  tackle  hook  with  a  Blackwall 
hitch. 

Another  httch  of  a  similarly  useful  description  is  that  known  as 
a  Catspaw. — See  fig.  109,  plcUe  36. 

A  Magnus  EUtch  is  made  on  the  shackle  of  an  anchor,  a  spar,  or  a 
rope,  by  taking  two  round  turns  round  the  ring  or  spar,  passing  the 
end  over  the  standing  part  of  the  line,  round  the  ring,  or  rope  again, 
and  up  through  the  bight,  according  to^.  110,  piaie  36* 

A  Midshipman's  Hitch,  is  very  a  usefiil  one  for  making  £sist  the 
sheets  of  small  boat  sails,  it  is  made  with  a  half  hitch  over  the  stand<^ 
ing  part,  and  a  round  turn  above  the  hitch,  which  jams  it  &st— jSIas 
>^.  111,^37. 

A  Boiling  Bend  is  made  by  taking  two  round  turns  round  a  spar, 
and  two  half  hitches  round  the  standing  part,  as^.  112. 

There  are  some  knots  worked  upon  ropes  which  it  may  be  service- 
able for  the  yachtsman  to  make  himself  acquainted  with.  Fig.  113 
is  the  Single  Wall  Knot,  and  if  my  readers  will  carefully  examine 
the  sketch,  the  description  of  the  manner  of  making  thereof  will  I 
think  be  easily  understood.  You  unlay  the  end  of  a  rope  to  a  suffi- 
cient length,  then  lay  the  strands  precisely  as  in  the  sketch,  haul 
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them  well  taut  one  by  one,  cut  the  ends  ncatlj  off,  and  the  knot 
18  made. 

A  Single  Wall  Sjiot  crowned,  fig.  1 1 4,  f}aJU  38.  After  the  single 
wall  knot  is  made  lay  one  of  the  ends  over  the  top  of  the  knot,  lay 
the  second  end  over  the  first,  and  lay  the  third  over  the  second,  and 
through  the  bigU  of  the  firsts  and  the  knot  is  crowned. 

A  Double  Wall  Yjiot{fig.  116,)  is  made  by  making  in  the  first 
place  the  single  wall  as^.  113,  and  not  hauling  it  taut;  then  crown 
itas^.  114,  hauling  the  crowning  taut;  take  the  efub  and  pass 
them  vnder  and  up  through  the  bights  of  the  slack  single  walling, 
next  to  them  respectively,  and  then  you  will  have  a  double  wall  knot 
single  crowned. 

If  a  Double  Wall  and  Double  Crowned  Knot  is  made,  the  double 
wall  and  single  crowned  knot  is  completed,  according  to^^r.  ]  i  5.  It 
b  made  by  laying  the  ends  by  the  sides  of  those  in  the  single  croum^ 
pushing  them  through  the  same  bighi  in  the  single  crown,  and  down- 
wanls  through  the  double  walling,  as  in  figs,  116  and  117* 

It  might  happen  that  a  yachtsman  would  want  to  sling  a  cask 
up  out  of  a  boat.  Now,  those  gallant  yachtsmen  who  "  ride  along 
the  sea,"  in  noble  schooners  of  some  1 00  to  200  tons  burthen 
will,  of  course,  smile  1o  read  of  such  an  addition  to  any  yachtsman's 
education :  to  such  like  luxurious  brethren  of  our  art  I  would  most 
good  humouredly  say,  there  is  nothing  requisite  to  be  done  on  the 
'^  deep,  deep  sea,"  if  you  ate  a  votary  of  the  pastime,  you  should  be 
ashamed  to  make  yourself  acquainted  witL 

You  may  go  ashore  on  a  fine  morning  with  a  watering  party,  and 
upon  your  return  on  board  may  fancy  to  amuse  yourself  by  getting 
the  water  casks  up ;  and  although  it  may  be  presumed  all  hands 
know  how  to  do  that,  yet  the  previous  knowledge  will  do  you  no  harm. 
Have  a  sling  for  such  purposes  ready  on  board,  made  either  of  rope 
spliced,  or  else  a  long  selvagee  strap. — iSeefigj  118,  plaie  39. 

Should  you  carry  guns,  occasion  or  amusement  may  require  you 
to  land  them,  therefore  you  should  know  how  to  sling  them  into  a 
boat  alongside,  as  even  with  small  pieces  of  ordnance,  hand  work  is 
dangerous ;  a  slight  swell  alongside  may  cause  a  man's  foot  or  hand 
to  slip,  and  then  away  goes  your  gun,  and  perhaps  your  gig  gets 
stove  into  the  bargain.  Fox  this  purpose  you  have  slings  also,  and 
two  methods  of  slinging  are  shewn  hy  figs,  119  and  120^  plate 
40. 
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In^.  120,  there  is  an  eye  spliced  in  the  sling  at  A  which  fits 
over  the  cascabel  of  the  gun. 

Parrals  are  used  to  confine  a  gaff-topsail  yard  to  the  top-mast,  or 
the  jaws  of  the  gaff  to  the  mainmast,  they  are  generally  made  with 
little  wooden  trucks  turned  in  the  shape  of  billiard  ball,  bored  through 
the  centre,  through  which  is  rove  the  parral  rope,  as^.  121. 

The  best  and  most  approved  method  of  confining  a  gaff^topsail  yard 
to  the  topmast  is  by  an  iron  ring,  or  traveller,  covered  with  leather. 
Seefyi.  122. 

To  rack  a  Tackle  or  Maim^hed, — ^This  operation  is  useful  in  the 
event  of  its  being  requisite  to  unreeve  one  of  the  parts,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  where  it  is  necessary  to  hold  on  and  keep  all  standing ; 
it  is  performed  with  a  piece  of  spun  yam,  or  any  light  line  at  hand, 
by  passing  two  or  more  cross  turns  of  the  line  over  the  parts  of  tho 
tackle,  &c.,  you  want  to  keep  fast,  then  take  a  couple  of  round  turns 
over  all  and  make  the  ends  fast  with  a  reef  knot. — See  fig.  123, 
plate  41. 

Whipping  the  end  of  a  rope,  is  done  with  spun-yam,  and  serves 
to  prevent  the  unravelling  of  the  end  of  the  rope,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  slovenly  or  unshipshape ;  and  to  see  a  yacht's  ropes 
lying  about  her  decks  with  the  ends  all  unravelled  and  ja^ed,  you 
may  depend  there  is  very  little  regularity  or  order  about  her;  and  it 
is  so  simply  and  expeditiously  performed,  that  no  excuse  can  palliate 
the  n^lect  of  such  a  useful  precaution :  you  take  several  turns  of 
spunyam,  or  if  your  rope  be  small,  sail  twine,  round  the  end  of  the 
rope,  then  pass  the  end  of  the  whipping  under  the  the  fi>ur  last  turns, 
haul  taut,  and  the  rope's  end  is  whipped. 

In  concluding  this  chapter  I  shall  say  a  few  words  more  about 
blocks ;  it  may  be  useful  for  yachtsmen  to  know  something  of  the 
makers  of  neat  blocks,  and  their  prices. 

There  are  many  excellent  blockmakers,  but  two  I  may  motion 
from  having  had  personal  knowledge  of  their  work :  one  is  Mr. 
Michael  Batsey  of  Oowes,  the  eminent  yacht  builder,  who  furnishes 
very  excellent  patent  blocks,  with  the  iron  strapping  inside ;  some  of 
his  blocks  were  made  of  ash,  rivetted  through  shells  and  internal 
binding  with  brass  rivets,  and  inmished  with  patent  sheaves ;  others 
were  made  of  elm.  For  these  blocks,  the  charge  was  \8.  %d.  per 
inch :  when  the  price  per  inch  is  thus  quoted,  it  is  meant  to  signify 
per  inch  for  each  single  block,  so  that  a  double  block  is  charged 
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fi>r  as  per  inch  for  two  single  block&t  a  treble  as  per  inch  for  three 
single  blocks,  and  so  on.  As  per  example  I  quote  now  from  an 
account  of  Mr.  Ratsey*s  before  me. 

1     9-inch  Treble  Ash  Block  (intenud  binding)  withl  „    ^    ^ 
brass  rivets  and  plated  sheares,  at  Is.  6d.  per  in/ 

1     9-inch  Double  ditto  ditto 17    0 

5    9-inch  Single  ditto  ditto 3    7    6 

1     IQ-inch  Doable  film  ditto  ditto 1  10    0 

1  10 -inch  Double  Common  Block  with  patent  sheares,  \,     -    ^ 

atls.  Sd.  per  in./*    ®    * 

4    8-inch  Single  (internal  bound,)  Ash  Clump  Blocks, }  i     «    o 
brass  coaked,  at  lOd.  per  inch \ 

2  6i-inch  Single  (internal  bound)  Ash  Blocks  brass  1^  m  m 

coaked,  at  lOd.  per  inch /"  *"  *" 

For  Galvaniziug  the  iron  work  of  ditto 0  10    O 

1    9-inch  Doable  (internal  bound)  Block,  with  patent!  .     .    ^ 
sheares,  at  Is.  6d.  per  in / 

I    8  inch  Single  Block,  brass  sheare,  at  5d.  per  inch....    0    18 

The  chief  difficulty  about  blocks  is  to  get  the  iron  work  properly 
made^  to  have  sound  good  tough  iron  used  in  the  strapping,  and  the 
workmanship  free  from  bad  welding,  and  flaws  in  the  block  hooks ; 
upon  the  iron  work  of  a  vessel  very  often  depends  her  safety,  and 
the  lives  of  her  crew,  so  that  anything  faulty  in  this  department  may 
cause  a  fatal  mishap.  I  must  say  from  what  I  have  seen  that  Mr. 
Batsey  gives  general  satisfaction  under  this  head. 

The  second  blockmaker  whose  work  has  come  under  my  notice 
particularly,  is  a  Mr.  Robert  Davies  of  Birkenhead,  Cheshire.  I 
certainly  never  saw  neater  blocks  than  Mr.  Davies  turns  out ;  the 
wood  he  uses  is  sycamore,  which  makes  a  very  handsome  block ; 
brass  sheaves,  and  steel  rollers.  He  will  furnish  a  set  of  blocks  for 
a  fifty  ton  vessel  from  £16  to  £179  ^nd  for  a  twenty-five  ton  vessel 
about  £12,  of  the  very  best  quality. 

Elm  is  considered  by  blockmakers  generally  to  be  the  best  wood 
for  hard  work :  Sycamore  and  Ash  make  what  are  termed  *'  Fancy 
blocks"  for  yachts. 

Before  taking  leave  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  I.  would  again  cau- 
tion yachtsmen  that  they  cannot  be  too  particular  about  the  iron 
work  of  blocks,  more  especially  if  the  iron  work  be  galvanized. 

For  iron  work  which  is  not  galvanized  I  can  recommend  the  follow- 
ing priming  paint, — mix  red  lead  and  linseed  oil  to  the  consistency 
of  paint,  which  boil  until  it  bums  a  feather ;  when  cool  add  thereto 
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some  of  what  painters  call  "Patent  Driers/*  which  can  be  had  of 
anj  oil  and  colour  merchant :  this  is  a  most  excellent  paint  for  iron 
work. 

Another  excellent  method  of  coating  iron  for  sea  purposes,  is  to 
heat  it  to  a  blood  heat,  that  is  to  a  dull  red  heat ;  then  dash  it  over 
with  a  brush  dipped  in  linseed  oil ;  keep  dashing  it,  or  as  it  is  tech- 
nically termed  "  striking  it,"  until  the  iron  assumes  a  glaze,  like 
earthenware,  then  leave  it  to  cool  and  harden.  No  paint  you  can 
apply  to  iron  work  will  equal  this. 

With  regard  to  the  varnishing  of  blocks,  it  is  desirable  to  preserve 
the  wood  of  which  the  block  is  made  of  as  good  a  colour  as  possible; 
and  as  varnish  put  on  without  any  preparation,  darkens  the  colour 
of  the  wood  considerably ;  a  preliminary  coating  of  gold  size  will  be 
found  to  preserve  the  original  and  new-looking  colour  of  the  block, 
and  when  varnished  will  always  look  fresh  and  bright. 

There  is  a  little  instrument  which  no  yacht  should  be  without,  viz. 
a  pair  of  rigging  screws,  (Jig.  124,  jE?2a^d4I,)  they  are  most  useful  for 
turning  eyes  on  rigging,  and  forcing  the  parts  of  a  rope  closely  toge- 
ther previous  to  seizing  them ;  to  do  this  by  hand  is  very  laborious 
and  difficult,  but  with  a  pair  of  screws  it  is  done  in  a  moment,  the 
average  price  is  from  12«.  to  :S1  a  pair,  according  to  the  size,  and  in 
fact  a  large  and  a  small  pair  will  be  found  generally  useful  on  board. 
To  use  the  screw  take  the  keys  A  A  out,  then  the  bent  cross  bar  b 
will  drop  on  the  long  arm  0,  place  the  ropes  you  want  to  force  together 
in  at  D,  put  the  cross  bar  B  into  its  former  place,  secured  by  the 
keys ;  screw  down  the  upper  cross  bar  b  by  means  of  the  handle  and 
screw,  and  you  can  bring  the  parts  together  as  tight  as  you  please  for 
seizing. 

Another  most  useful  implement  to  have  on  board  is  a  Screw  Jack, 
{Jig,  125,)  and  in  fact  no  cruising  yacht,  particularly  a  vessel  bound 
on  a  foreign  voyage,  should  be  without  one,  or  a  pair  of  them.  If  a 
vessel  gets  on  shore  they  are  invaluable  for  bearing  her  up  in  order 
to  get  ways  under  her,  or  in  many  other  cases,  such  as  an  injury  to 
the  rudder,  starting  heavy  weights,  &c. 
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THE  LIFE  BOAT. 

The  melancholy  fate  which  has  befallen  the  able  and  oniversally  refl« 
pected,  cominander  of  the  Great  Eastern  has  filled  many  a  heart  with 
sorrow.  The  circumstances  attending  such  a  loss  are  too  painful  to  con* 
template.  If  we  reflect  for  a  moment  we  can  arriTe  at  no  other  conclu- 
sion than  his  valuable  life  has  been  sacrificed  when  a  remedy  might  have 
been  provided.  Among  all  the  inventions  which  have  been  brought 
before  the  public  for  the  safety  of  the  mariner  none  appears  to  have  been 
thought  less  of  than  the  Life  Boat.  When  such  melancholy  disasters 
occur,  as  have  taken  place  during  the  past  three  months,  the  public  mind 
becomes  excited,  until  it  is  allowed,  like  a  nine  days*  wonder,  gradually 
to  subside  until  some  similar  occurrence  happens;  but  only  to  recal  to 
the  mind  a  remembrance  of  the  past.  This  stirs  up  the  thought  that 
when  we  voyage  for  pleasure  we  may  as  well  do  so  with  safety. 

It  would  seem  that  the  Great  ship  which  was  destined  to  carry  so  many 
lives  across  the  Atlantic  is  unprovided  with  a  life  boat  Such  we  must 
infer,  and  consequently  another  valuable  life  has  been  sacrificed,  either 
to  inadvertence  or  to  culpable  neglect,  Surely  every  one  ought  to  be 
impressed  with  the  necessity  which  exists  that  every  vessel,  however 
large  or  small,  should  be  provided  with  a  life  boat. 

The  mariner  and  the  passenger  may  confide  in  the  safety  of  their 
strong  A  1  built  vessel,  destined  to  waft  them  across  the  Atlantic,  and 
to  encounter  the  most  boisterous  weather;  but  while  confiding  in  the 
security  of  iron  and  timber  to  resist  the  elements,  they  lose  sight  of  the 
fisct  that  they  have  another  mile  or  two  to  traverse,  from  their  ship  to 
the  shore.  It  may  blow  **  great  guns"  ere  an  accident  happens  to  the 
big  ship,  but  a  slight  puff,  or  an  eddy  wind,  may  without  previous  warn* 
ing  send  them  and  their  frail  boat  into  eternity.  Such  has  been  the 
case  in  the  present  instance,  and  in  sight  of  the  means  at  hand. 

Is  it  credible  that  the  daily  communication  between  the  Great  Eastern 
and  the  shore  should  be  by  no  other  means  than  an  ordinary  ship^s  boat, 
and  this  too  for  a  distance  of  six  miles?  That  valuable  lives  are  to  be 
entrusted  in  an  ordinary  boat  with  a  lug  sail,  notwithstanding  all  the 
watchfulness  and  skilful. handling  of  it  by  the  coxswain  or  commander? 
Tety  with  all  combined  they  are  incapable  of  averting  death  from  ^*  a 
handful  of  wind.'^  The  mind  recoils  at  the  idea  when  there  is  a  remedy 
at  hand. 

With  these  remarks  we  would  again  draw  the  attention  of  all  who 
voyage  on  the  deep,  whether  for  commerce  of  for  pleasure,  to  the  neces* 
sity  of  rprovi^ng  themselves  with  a  life  boat,  even  to  the  **  sea-going 
iife*boat  gigt"  which  we  have  in  former  numbers  strenuously  advocated, 
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the  inrention  of  which  is  dae  to  those  eoterprinng  and  talented  ship- 
builders, the  Messrs.  White  of  Cowes. 

Referring  to  some  remarks  which  hare  been  made  on  the  usefulness 
and  sea-going  qualities  of  those  life  boats,  by  the  commander  of  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  revenue  cruisers,  there  is  this  important  information  of 
her  trial  "  The  boat  (life  boat)  in  question  being  of  the  ordinary 
dimensions  of  many  in  the  service,  I  have  found  her  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue  duties,  equal  in  every  respect  to  the  best  ordinary  constructiont 
that  have  been  used  by  the  Vigilant  from  time  to  time:  Uie  c&ntinuous 
hoarding  ofveaeh  in  all  weathers,  and  under  all  circumstances,  has 
been  a  practical^  test.  Rowing,  she  is  equally  fast,  (in  &et,  fiaster)  than 
our  ordinary  four-oared  boats,  and  in  addition  to  her  usefulness  for 
general  purposes  to  a  cutter  or  Coast  Guard  station,  such  a  boat  would 
be  at  all  times  a Ufe  boat"  In  another  part  of  the  commandez^s  report^ 
he  says:  **  I  find  her  buoyant  power  and  stability,  when  filled  with  water 
to  her  thwarts^  to  be  remarkable;  fifteen  stout  men  have  then  stood  on 
them,  and  notwithstanding  the  centre  of  gravity  of  their  weight  (more 
than  a  ton)  was  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  it  required  one- 
third  weight  to  be  shifted  to  the  gunwale  to  bring  it  to  the  water  line*^ 

After  such  an  opinion  expressed  in  1851  upon  the  character  of  such 
a  life  host,  it  seems  hardly  credible  that  such  an  important  and  desirable 
medium  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  has  not  been  universally  adopted 
in  our  commercial  marine;  and  more  particularly  among  yachtsmen  whe 
voyage  for  pleasure. 

Since,  however,  penning  the  above  remarks  which  the  recent  melan- 
choly disaster  has  led  us  to  do,  we  have  been  informed  that  many  of  our ' 
noble  and  splendid  yachts  are  already  provided  with  H/e  boat  gigs^ 
Had  Capt  Hazrison  been  provided  with  one  of  those  gigs,  his  life  as 
well  as  his  companions  might  have  been  preserved. 

The  commodore  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club,  G.  Hdland  Ackers, 
Esq«f  we  find  haifi  sent  a  circular  to  all  the  members  of  the  club  to  pro- 
vide a  life  boat  for  the  back  of  the  Isle  of  ^ght,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
the  call  will  -be  responded  to,  and  that  promptly.  In  his  circular  he 
•slogies  the  life  boats  of  Messrs.  White,  as  am(»g  the  best  in  the  workL 

In  a  wordy  no  yacht  is  complete  without  the  Universal  Yacht  Sig^ 
nahf^  and  it  should  therefore  be  one  of  the  rules  that  every  yacht  should 
be  provided  with  a  life  boat.  What  a  comfort  it  would  be  for  two  yachts 
in  company  in  bad  weather  to  signalize,  "  I  have  a  life  boat  on  board.*' 
What  confidence  it  would  inspire  to  the  crew  in  case  of  danger.  Yachts- 
men could  respond  to  the  signal  ^'  Come  on  board  and  dine;''  knowing 
that  he  could  go  and  return  in  safety* 
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ABTBN  ADAM. 
A  LaasHDABT  Tali  ov  Fjvtt  Ymamm  aoo. 

**  Up  with  the  ngnal  for  a  pilot!"  exclaimed  Jacopo  Torrizn,  supercargo 
of  the  barqae  Andrea  Dorea,  of  which  his  father  was  owner.  **  Up  with 
the  signal  for  a  pilot! "  he  repeated,  before  it  were  possible  the  order 
eonld  have  been  obeyed,  whilst  he  was  taking  the  morning  watch,  and 
acting  as  mate  during  his  temporaxy  absence.  A  stiff  southerly  breeie 
drore  her  merrily  along,  as  she  stemmed  her  course  betwixt  the  bold 
bhdF  point  known  then,  as  it  is  now,  as  Garrocli  Head,  and  the  iron- 
bound  shores  of  the  lesser  of  the  Cumbrae  Islands,  where  the  swell  of 
the  Atlantic  expends  its  force,  and  the  Frith  of  Clyde  becomes  merged 
in  the  open  sea.  They  were  not  long  in  perceiving  that  the  signal  was 
answered.  A  small  yessel,  which  had  been  observed  hovering  about  the 
Clyde,  bore  up  to  the  Andrea  Dorea,  so  called,  after  a  famous  Genoese 
AdmiraL  She  shcfftened  sail,  as  the  craft  approached,  but  the  breeie 
was  so  smart,  and  she  had  so  much  way  on,  that  before  she  could  be 
boarded,  she  was  in  dangerous  proximity  to  a  reef  of  rocks,  known  as 
the  Gantoeks^  which  form,  as  it  were,  an  outpost,  midway,  between  the 
two  shores,  to  the  castle  of  Dunoon,  rituated  on  a  bold,  reeky  point,  on 
the  mainland,  opposite  to  them.  Another  moment,  and  the  Andrea 
Dorea  would,  probably,  have  terminated  her  voyage  upon  them,  had 
not  the  pilot  sprang  upon  deck,  rushed  to  the  tiller,  and,  with  amazing 
ra[Mdity,  wore  the  vessel's  head  to  iiie  south.  There  was  no  beacon  at 
that  time,  upon  them.  In  one  tack  she  made  Inverkip  Bay,  where  she 
was  put  about,  and  was  soon  scudding  along,  lively  as  ever,  in  deep 
water,  hugging  the  land,  at  that  point,  on  which  the  Clock  lighthouse 
now  stands.  Such  had  been  the  bustle,  occasioned  by  so  sudden  a 
change  in  the  ship's  course,  that  Jacopo  had  not  noticed  that  there  was 
some  person  aboud  the  pilot  boat,  nor  had  the  pilot  found  time  to  attend 
to  his  fellow  passenger,  who  was,  then,  in  a  very  unenviable  position, 
finom  the  pitching  and  rolling  of  the  little  craft. 

"  Heave-to,  and  back  the  square-sails,'^  bawled  out  the  pilot,  without 
troubling  himself  to  communicate  his  orders  through  the,  then  acting 
commander,  which,  were  well  understood  by  Jacopo,  who  had  had  the 
advantage  to  receive  the  education  of  a  gentleman,  including  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  being  aware  of  the  importance 
of  the  pilot's  direction,  he,  at  once,  confirmed  them;  but  at  the  same  time 
was  much  annoyed  at  such  an  unceremonious  encroachment  upon  the 
authority  which  had  been  delegated  to  him  by  the  captain,  who  was  at 
that  time,  comfortably  sleeping,  in  his  berth,— and,  peremptorily,  de- 
manded "Why  the  vessel  was  to  be  put  aback!" 
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<<  Why,  Maister,  you  were  too  near  the  Grantocks,  when  my  little 
craft)  the  Marioa  of  Milton,  came  alongside,  to  stand  parleying,  or  to 
take  on  board  my  precious  cargo — there, — -so  I  just  let  him  drop  astern! 
But  with  your  leave  or  without  it,  we  must  now,  just  lie  to,  and  take 
McRenzie,  the  Quarantine  Officer  on  board!  And,  hark  ye!  just  hoist 
up  che  brandy  keg,  for  I  see  he  is  looking  very  squeamish;  and  nothing 
settles  his  stomach,  or  his  temper,  like  a  caulker  of  the  real  stuff." 

"  Quarantine  officer!  Corpo  de  Bacco!  What  have  we  to  do  with 
quarantine  in  this  cold  climate?  We  have  a  clean  bill  of  health  firom 
Genoa,  which  ought  to  satbfy  even  the  saltfish  curers  of  the  Clyde,  that 
we  have  brought  no  plague  in  our  silks,  and  other  precious  freight/' 

"  Avast  there!  You  were  spoke  with  yesterday,  by  a  craft  which 
came  up  through  the  night,  and  she  told  us  that  the  captain  was  in 
*  sickman's  bay,'  and  its  more  than  your  lives  are  worth,  if  you  venture 
into  Greenock  without  quarantine.  There's  awfu'  talk  up  the  river,  at 
Glasgow  and  them  parts,  that  there's  plague  at  sea  again.— -So,  avast 
there! — ^you  at  the  halliards!" 

There  was  no  help  for  it,  and  Jacopo  chafed  himself  in  vain.  Slowly 
and  sullenly,  the  Andrea  Dorea  veered  round, — seemingly,  with  as  much 
unwillingness,  as  Jacopo  submitted  to  the  compulsory  direction  of  the 
pilot.  Another  tack  brought  her  close  to  where  the  Milton  Bum  forms 
a  natural  little  harbour,  on  the  lonely  shores  of  Dunoon, — ^then,  almost 
destitute  of  vbible  habitation  excepting  the  heather  covered  dwelling  of 
McPherson  the  pilot. 

*'  See,"  said  he,  ''  how  the  little  Marion  tugs  and  kicks!  She  knows 
her  own  home  as  well  as  I  do."  She  certainly  did  bound  upon  the 
water  in  a  most  lively  manner,-- 4ind  appeared  to  hang  back  as  the 
Andrea  Dorea  went  about  for  another  tack.  Meanwhile  McKenzie  was 
safe  onboard,  and  the  brandy,  prescribed  by  the  pilot,  had  proved  won- 
derfully effective,  in  restoring  him.  Half  doctor,  occasional  smuggler, 
and  full  grown  custom-house  officer,  he  was  a  person  of  immense  impor- 
tance in  his  own  eyes,  and  in  the  estimation  of  the  few  individuala  con- 
nected with  the  Quarantine  harbour,  and  of  the  Highlanders  in  the 
neighbourhood;  and  his  self-importance  had  greatly  increased,  rince  he 
had  been  placed  at  the  lazaretto,  as  guardian  of  the  health  of  the  coun- 
try. A  rumour  was,  at  that  time  afloat,  that  ^'the  plague  was  at  sea"  as 
the  pilot  had  announced  it,  which  McKenzie  industriously  propagated, 
and  cleverly  magnified,  with  a  disinterestedness,  not  very  apparent,  and 
at  most  questionable,  which  had  decided  the  authorities  to  enforce  the 
strictest  quarantine  regulations  on  all  vessels,  arriving  from  the  Medi- 
terranean.    In  vain  did  Jacopo  protest  that  all  on  board,  were  in  excel- 
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lent  health;  that  the  captain  was  not  ill,  and  had  not  been  so  during  the 
foyage,  hut  had  merely  gone  to  his  berth  to  recover  from  the  fatigues 
of  a  long  and  anxious  watch,  whilst  clearing  the  somewhat  intricate 
channel,  which  was  but  little  known  to  any  on  board,  through  which  they 
had  just  safely  passed.  It  was  all  unavailing!  to  the  appointed  quaran* 
tine  station  the  Andrea  Dorea  must  go. 

The  noise  and  confusion  consequent  upon  the  altercation,  awoke 
Chnseppe,  the  captain,  who,  soon  as  practicable,  hastened  on  deck,  and 
was  quickly  informed  how  matters  stood,  ^th  stentorian  voice,  and 
with  emphatic  earnestness,  he  drew  himself  up  before  the  astonished 
official,  and,  in  language  happily  for  him,  unintelligible,  and  not  very 
translateable,  asserted  his  perfect  exemption  horn  any  disease  whatever, 
intimating  at  the  same  time  that  there  was  no  greater  plague  than  him- 
self on  board,  and  that  he  felt  an  irresistible  desire  to  rid  himself  and 
the  Andrea  Dorea,  of  his  company.  As  his  passion  subsided,  discretion 
suggested  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  submission  to 
the  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  enforce  them. 

Under  the  skilful  guidance  of  the  pilot,  the  Andrea  Dorea,  was  soon 
gliding  up  the  comparatively  calm  waters  of  Holy  Loch,  and  the  cap« 
tain  and  Jacopo  went  below,  to  ruminate  on  tiie  annoying  and  vexatious 
interruption  to  their  voyage,  as  well  as  to  partake  of  breakfiist,  which 
had  already  been  announced.  On  reascending  the  deck,  the  vessel  was 
rounding  that  point  of  land,  which  abruptly  shoots  some  distance  across 
the  upper  end  of  the  loch;  when  it  opens  out  into  what  has  more  the 
appearance  of  an  inland  lake,  than  an  arm  of  the  sea,  it  is  so  land-locked 
and  shut  in.  The  Andrea  Dorea  had  not  proceeded  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  round  the  point,  when  she  made  another  tack,  a  very 
abort  one,  which  brought  her  so  close  to  the  shore,  as  to  alarm  the  crew 
for  her  safety;  but  she  soon  rode  in  deep  water,  although  within  a  few 
fiithoms  of  land. 

McKenrie  recdved  a  fee  for  every  anchor  dropped  at  the  Lazaretto, 
and  his  wife  kept  a  store,  where  a  limited  variety  of  vegetables,  and 
sundry  comestibles  might  be  procured,  for  a  certain,  or  rather  uncertain, 
consideration,  in  addition  to  the  prices  of  Greenock  tradesmen,  which 
may  possibly  account  for  the  uncommon  vigilance  he  exercised  to  pre- 
vent the  approach  of  suspected  vessels  to  the  neighbouring  port  of  Green- 
ock, before  having  been  subjected  to  the  purifying  effects  of  the  uncon- 
taminated  air  of  the  Holy  Loch;  and  the  application  of  that  pungent 
remedial  agent,  the  beneficial  effects  of  which,  had  on  many  occasions, 
been  applied  to  his  own  skin — ^much  to  his  comfort  and  advantage. 
Jacopo.  on  learning  that  the  Andrea  Dorea  would  be  detained  where 
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•he  theo  rode,  for  a  considerable  time,  and  that  he  moati  neoeasariljrt 
renuun  during  that  period,  an  inactive,  and  unwilling  actor,  in  what  he 
and  others^  not  personally  concerned,  conceived  to  be  a  ridiculous  farce^ 
he  became  very  impatient  at  the  restraint  put  upon  his  liberty,  and  his 
impatience  was  greatly  aggravated  on  learning  that  the  Lazaretto  did 
not  o£Fer  smtable  accommodation  ashore,  even  for  the  seamen;  and  that 
he  must,  consequently  remain  on  board,  in  fact,  a  prisoner.  As  he  be- 
came more  reconciled,  and  in  a  more  suitable  frame  of  mind  for  a  doe 
appreciation  of  the,  to  him,  novel  and  magnificent  scenery  around  him; 
so  difiEerent  from  that  of  his  own  sunny  dime,  he  became,  gradaallj, 
oblivious  of  the  disagreeable  circumstances  which  had  brou^t  him  there, 
he  was  perfectly  enchanted  with  its  wild  sublimity,  so  suddenly,  and  as 
if  by  magic,  presented  to  hb  wondering  gaxe.    * 

When  he  came  on  deck  the  following  morning,  the  sun  was  shining 
on  the  loch,  imparting  to  it,  that  quiet  beauty,  and  grandeur,  which  so 
deservedly  entitles  it  to  he  called  Holyi     Never  had  he  beheld  such  a 
scene  I  hr  transcending  anything  his  tramontane  imagination  had  ever 
conceived;  he  was  at  that  point  of  intensity  of  emotion,  when  expression 
becomes  punfiiUy  difBcult ;  and  he  felt  himself  transfixed  to  the  deck, 
in  dumb  amaaement.     On  either  hand,  were  hills  of  a  magnitude,  well 
entitling  them  to  be  classed  as  mountains: — those  to  the  right,  spring- 
ing abruptly  from  the  base,  near  to  the  shore  of  the  loch,  to  a  very  con- 
riderable  aldtude,  on  which,  might  be  seen  bare  grey  rocks,  fiantasti- 
cally  contorted,  peeping  through  the  heather;  and  flocks  of  sheep  quietly 
browsing.     Here  and  there,  overhanging  fragments  threatened  to  de- 
scend, at  any  moment     On  the  summit^  huge  masses  of  rock  appeared 
to  have  been  cast  up  by  some  terrible  convulsion  of  nature,  on  which 
might  be  seen  clinging  a  solitary  birch  tree,  whose  distorted  limb,  and 
stunted  growth,  indicated  the  many  struggles  it  had  endured  to  retain 
its  hold,  during  the  storms  of  winter.    Looking  westward,  fiar  as  the  eye 
could  reach—mountain  aflter  mountun  appeared  to  rest;  side  by  side, 
whose  outline^  gradually,  diminished,  until  lost  in  seriel  perspective,*-— 
the  purple  haxe  of  morning,  blending  the  whole  in  that  beautiful,  and 
perfect  harmony  of  tint  so  peculiar  to  Highland  scenery,  which  defies 
the  skill  of  the  artist,  and  the  pen  of  the  poet,  to  successfully  describe. 
The  desire  to  explore  that  which  his  fervid  imagination  had,  already,  led 
him  to  regard  as  fairy-ground,  became  a  passion,  a  burning  thirst,  which 
must  be  gratified  at  all  hazards.     This  delightful  reverie,  was  disturbed 
by  McRenrie,  endeavouring  to  make  the  only  one  of  the  crew,  who  bad 
some  knowledge  of  English,  to  comprehend  his  almost,  unintelligible 
lingo,  with  a  view  to  convey  to  the  captain,  the  intimation  that  his  wife 
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would  be  williitg  to  supply  hu  larder  with  vegetables  and  other  oondi- 
meDta,  in  exchange  for  his  piastres.  She  was  not  particular  as  to  the 
name  of  the  coin,  or  its  nominal  value ;  she  knew  the  colour,  and  chink 
of  "  siHery**  and  took  special  care  never  to  over-rate  its  value  when  bar- 
tering for  her  stores.  Negociations  being  terminated,  McKenzie  pre- 
psred  to  go  ashore,  and  Jacopo  was  very  desirous  to  accompany  him,  in 
order  to  gratify  his  wish  to  explore  the  locality;  but  that  was  deemed  to 
be  impracticable.  Patience  was  not  in  Jaoopo's  vocabulary,  he  was  re- 
agned-— apparently,  but  was  inwardly  maturing  a  plan,  to  quit  the  ves- 
■4  during  the  night,  and  to  pass  a  few  days  ashore,  investigating  the 
venders,  of  which  he  had  formed  snch  highly  exalted  notions. 

It  appeared  to  lum,  as  if  the  night  would  never  dose!  all  around  him, 
was  lovelier  at  son-set,  than  at  early  morning;  but  he  was  too  much 
Fe-occnpied  with  his  plans  of  escape,  to  regard  the  splendour  of  the 
wene^  with  the  delight  his  first  impressions  had  produced.  In  looking 
around  he  had  failed  to  discover  other  habitations  than  MoKenae^s 
store,  and  a  low  range  of  buildings  within  a  walled  enclosure,  forming 
the  Quarantine  station.  It  had  not  occurred  to  him,  that  some  brown 
looking  mounds,  he  had  observed  in  the  distanee^  and  whose  appearance 
mggested  to  him  a  decided  renemblance  to  huge  ant-hills,  might  be  hu- 
SMn  habitations;  or  that,  by  any  possibility,  the  population  of  a  village 
might  burrow  in  ihem!  Such,  however,  was  the  case,  as  he  afterwards 
ksned.  It  was,  in  reality  a  Clachan,  or  Highland  village,  rejoicing  in 
the  euphonious  name  of  Dunloskin.  That  no  smoke  had  been  observed 
to  ascend  from  the  huddled  mass,  was  afterwards,  accounted  for  by  the 
&et|  that  all  those  whom  it  served  to  shelter,  had  been  aviray,  digging 
fiVf  and  preparing,  peat,  for  winter  fueL  Night,  at  length  arrived,  and 
McEenzie  and  his  wife  were,  probably  enjoying  pleasant  dreams.  Equally 
happy  was  his  deputed  representative  for  the  night,  a  half  civilized 
H^Uander,  who  Jacopo  had  liberally  supplied  with  an  unlimited  quan- 
tity of  tempting  liqueurs  from  the  stores  of  the  ship.-^'^  OichI  put  tat^s 
ta  atufi^  Mabter  Shaikop!  Cot!  its  fine  as  Usquepae,  and  sweet  as 
tteadesl  111  just  tak  ta  pottle,  Maister  Shaikop P'  and  Jacopo  grudged 
it  not 

Giuseppe,  relieved  from  all  eare  of  the  vessel  nnce  its  arrival  at  Qui^ 
i^tine  grovnd,  had  abandoned  himself  to  the  fullest  enjoyment  of  his 
^SM  and  irresponsibility.  Before  retiring  for  the  night,  he  had  indulged 
himself,  with  an  extra  potation,  and  was,  at  that  time  too  soundly  sleep- 
^S  to  be  easily  disturbed.  The  seamen  not  being  required  on  the 
watch,  had  turned  in  long  before^  and  all  was  safe.  Bj  midnight,  the 
^y  sound  which  broke  the  solitude,  was  from  the  nasal  organs  of  the 
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dronken  Highlander.  Everything  favoured  Jacopo'a  purpose.  After 
having  written  a  few  lines  for  Guiseppe  explaining  the  cause  of  his  ab- 
sence, he  hauled  the  ship's  boat  alongside,  and,  noiselessly  pulled  towards 
a  high  wooden  fence,  (which  extended  from  the  shore  to  some  distance, 
into  the  loch,  and  served  to  indicate  the  boundary  of  the  Quarantine 
anchorage,  within  which  limit,  no  free  vessel  was  permitted,)  to  this  he 
attached  the  boat,  and  by  means  of  the  rafters  reached  the  shore;  which 
mode  of  accomplishing  a  landing,  he  had  adopted  in  order  to  avoid  the 
noise  which  might  be  caused  by  running  the  boat  upon  the  shingle  of 
which  the  shore  was  composed. 

He  was  now  free  to  go  where  he  might  desire;  but  the  question  was 
not  in  suggesting  itself,   "  Whither  shall  I  go?"     After  a  momentary 
hesitation,  it  occurred  to  him,  to  direct  his  steps  towards  the  mounds  he 
had  observed  from  the  deck,   and  wait  there  until  break  of  day,  before 
proceeding  on  his  rambles.     Onward  he  bent  his  way  through  tangled 
underwood,  furre,  brackens,  and  scraggy  hazel  bushes,  which  greatly 
retarded  his  progress,  not  being  able  to  distinguish  clearly,  the  cause  of 
impediment      After  a  toilsome,  and  tedious   scramble,   he  suddenly 
found  himself  on  more  open  ground,  through  which,  he  perceived  a  path, 
or  track,  which  he  resolved  to  follow,  concluding  that  if  it  did  not  lead 
him  to  the  point  he  had  determined  upon,  it  might,  at  least,  conduct 
him  to  some  habitation  where  he  might  rest,  and  decide  what  to  do  next. 
For  some  time  he  steadily  pursued  his  way,  when,  on  reaching  a  shaggy 
wood,  on  a  rising  ground,  the  path  which  had  hitherto  served  as  a  guide, 
became  less  disting^shable.     He  did  not,  however,  hesitate  to  proceed, 
hoping  soon  to  recover  the  lost  track.     The  first  dawn  of  morning,  ren- 
dered the  surrounding  objects  more  distinctly  visible,  and  he  halted,  to 
reconnoitre  his  position,  when  he  perceived  an  object  at  a  little  distance, 
the  form  of  which,  at  first,  suggested  the  probability  that  it  might  be  a 
Druidical  remain,  the  description  and  history  of  which,  he  had  become 
acquainted  with,  in  course  of  his  educational  studies.     He  approached, 
with  a  view  to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  by  more  careful  inspection.     His 
next  impressions  were,  that  it  might  be  a  monument,  or  altar,  which 
further  observation,  and  subsequent  enquiry  tended  to  confirm.     It  con- 
sisted of  three  immense  blocks  of  stone,  oblong  in  form,  two  of  which, 
had  been  laid  lengthwise,  and  parallel  to  each  other,  leaving  a  space  be- 
tween them ;  the  third,  being  superimposed  upon  the  two,  formed  a 
covered  passage,  of  considerable  dimensions. 

For  some  time,  he  remained  near  to  it,  pondering  over  the  discovery; 
wondering  for  what  purpose  it  might  have  been  originally  placed  there: 
how  such  ponderous  masses  could  have  been  moved  into  their  positions; 
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and  at  what  epoch  of  time.  It  was  self-evident  from  their  time-worn 
appearance^  that  the  origin  of  them  mast  have  been  ver^  remote.  Oc- 
enpied  with  conjectures,  and  in  total  abstraction  he  was  turning  away, 
when  he  suddenly  started  at  the  appearance  of  a  fairy-like  figure,  who 
with  graceful  and  rapid  steps,  was  hastening  towards  the  spot  on  which 
lie  stood.  For  a  moment  he  regarded  her  with  a  stupid  feeling  of  won- 
der which  seemed  to  deprive  him  of  the  power  of  volition*  To  meet  one 
90  yooog,  and  so  interesting,  in  so  solitary  a  place,  and  at  such  an  early 
hour,  filled  him  with  astonishment.  She  was  unaware  that  her  move- 
ments were  observed,  and  continued  to  advance,  until  directly  in  front  of 
the  wonder-struck  Jacopo;  at  the  first  glimpse  of  whom,  she  stood  like  a 
startled  &wn,  imploringly  at  bay;  but  the  manner,  and  bearing  of  Jacopo, 
aoon  reassured  her,  and  she  did  not  attempt  a  retreat.  The  innate  mo- 
desty of  her  nature,  and  the  innocent  heart,  which  had  never  been 
exposed  to  the  artifices  of  more  cultivated  or  refined  society  rendered  her 
unsuspicious  and  confiding.  She  blushingiy  approached  the  stranger, 
and  addressed  him  in  her  own  native  Geiic  language,  which  was,  to  him, 
however,  utterly  unintelligible;  but  there  is  an  universal  language  in  the 
''human  heart  divine,"  which  will  ever,  as  it  did  in  this  case,  convey  an 
interchange  of  kindly  sentiment,  and  mutual  simplicity. 

In  perfect  simplicity  and  gentleness  Marion  Matheison— -for  such  was 
her  name-^made  sigpos  to  Jacopo  to  follow.  Away  she  bounded,  and  he, 
as  if  by  magnetic  attraction,  tracked  her  steps,  over  the  hill  and  through 
nnuous  paths  amongst  the  rocks  and  heather,  with  which  she  was  per- 
fisctly  fiimiliar.  Onward  she  bounded,  no  obstacle  seeming  for  a  moment 
to  retard  her  progress  :  she  appeared  to  tread  so  lightly  that  he  fancied 
the  heather  did  not  yield  to  the  gentle  pressure  of  her  foot.  Great  was 
his  surprise  when  he  perceived  they  were  approaching  what  was  evidently 
a  highland  village  or  clachan,  and  that,  by  a  circuitous  route  they  had 
reached  the  same  '^mounds"  which  he  had  on  the  preceding  evening  fan- 
cifully conceived  to  resemble  *'  Ant-hills*^  and  to  which  he  had  set  out 
with  the  intention  of  seeking.  Marion  left  him  for  a  moment,  ran  into 
one  of  the  primitive  dwellings,  but  as  quickly  returned— -the  inmates 
were  all  away,  fieckoning  to  Jacopo,  away  she  went,  without  waiting 
for  her  companion,  and  without  abating  her  speed,  until  she  reached  a 
group  of  Isbourers  at  some  distance,  one  of  whom  she  approached,  and 
it  was  soon  evident  to  Jacopo,  that  his  visit  was  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion* Leisurely  persuing  his  way,  he  shortly  joined  them.  Marion  was 
affectionately  addressing;  a  venerable  but  hale  looking  old  man,  whose 
silver  hair  hung  in  graceful  ringlets  from  beneath  his  bonnet;  who  re- 
ceived the  advances  of  the  stranger  with  that  good  natured  smile,  which 
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is  for  more  impressive  of  weloome  than  any  form  of  speech,  which  the 
conventional  politeness  of  more  refined  society  could  possibly  convey* 
The  ceremony  of  introduction^  such  as  it  was,  where  all  was  dumb  show^ 
on  the  part  of  Marion,  being  over,  the  old  man  (who  had  been  a  soldier 
in  his  youth  and  had  passed  some  years  of  his  life  in  Southern  parts, — 
and  had  acquired  some  little  knowledge  of  the  English  language,)  bade 
him  welcome  ;  and  so  far  as  their  limited  means  of  communication  per- 
mitted, a  mutual  exchange  of  enquiries  and  of  information  took  place.. 
Jaoopo  frankly  made  known  the  circumstances  which  had  brovght  them 
together,  and  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

The  old  man  informed  him,  'Uhat, Marion  was  his  Oe,  or  grandchild^ 
and  an  orphan — ^and  that  he  was  Donald  Matheison,  and  invited  him  U> 
join  his  family  when  the  labours  of  the  day  were  concluded,  when  he 
eould  more  leisurely  point  out  the  most  interesting  objects  in  the  vicini^^ 
at  the  same  time  he  excused  himself  for  resuming  his  occupation.'^ 

Jacopo  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  vigorous  manner  with  whidi 
Donald  handled  the  sickle— -nor  was  he  less  interested  with  the  ease  and 
gracefulness  of  Marion,  who  followed  him  and  gathered  the  sheaf.  He 
was  not  long  a  passive  looker-on,  he  soon  joined  heartily  in  the  laboura 
of  the  reapers.  At  the  close  of  their  occupations  for  the  day  Jaoope 
aeoompanied  Marion  and  her  grandfather  to  their  homely  but  happy 
dwelling  ;  on  entering  which  a  simple  repast  was  awaiting  them,  thai 
had  been  prepared  by  a  younger  sister  of  Marion,  of  which  oatmeal  aad 
milk  were  the  prindpal  ingredients ;  before  partaking  of  which  the  old 
man  reverently  asked  God's  blessing.  Fresh  air  and  exercise  had  sharp* 
ened  Jacopo's  appetite,  and  he  ate  heartOy  of  the  novel,  but  simple  and 
wholesome  fiftre,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  entertainer— -aad  not  less  te 
that  of  Marion. 

The  evening  meal  being  concluded,  Jacopo  had  opportunity  to  observe 
the  construction  of  the  primitiTe  specimen  of  architecture,  in  which  he 
was  so  kindly  entertained,  as  well  as  the  household  arrangements.  The 
interior  had  been,  recently  whitened  with  lime,  which  gave  it  an  air  of 
comfort  and  cleanliness.  The  roof,  which  was  exposed  to  view  through 
the  rafbers,  of  which  the  ceiling  was  constructed,  was  thatdied  with 
heather;  and  the  smoke  from  the  fire,  which  was  burning  in  the  centre 
of  the  room,  escaped  through  an  aperture  at  the  top,  converting,  as  it 
passed,  the  branches  of  oak,  of  which  the  superstructure  was  formed, 
into  what  greatly  resembled  polished  ebony.  The  furniture  was  scanty, 
and  utensils  few  in  number,  but  everything  was  scrupulously  clean. 
Within  recesses,  were  two  beds,  concealed  by  cotton  curtains.  At  one 
side  of  the  room,  there  was  a  small  glaaed  aperture,  which  served  for 
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the  admission  of  daylight,  in  which  were,  a  well-thumbed  Gffilic  bible, 
and  other  religious  books.  As  the  eveniDg  became  cool,  the  fire  was 
fefreshed  with  dried  branches  from  heather  bushes,  the  pungent  smoke 
from  which,  was  at  first  disagreeable  to  Jaoopo,  but  those  accustomed  to 
it,  appeared  quite  regardless  of,  or  insensible  to  the  inconyenience.  He 
was  much  surprised^  to  observe,  that  Marion  and  her  sister,  occupied 
themselves,  with  dressing  some  articles  of  needlework,  of  unquestionable 
whiteness,  which  appeared  to  receive  no  injury  whatever  from  the 
smoke  to  which  they  were,  and  had  been,  exposed  during  the  process. 
In  fulfilment  of  his  promise,  the  old  man  re-opened  the  conversadon, 
with  reference  to  those  objects  in  the  locality,  of  which  Jacopo  had  re- 
quested  information, — and,  at  same  time,  related  some  of  the  most  im* 
portant  historical  events  and  legends^— of  which  he  had  a  good  store,  to 
wluch  Jacopo  was  a  tolerably  earnest,  and  respectful  listener,  notwith- 
standing that  his  attention  was  divided  by  occasional  furtive  glances 
from  Marion. 

£venin^  passed  away  so  pleasantly,  that  night  supervened  before  they 
were  really  aware  of  its  approach*  Highland  hospitality  forbade  the 
alightest  hint  that  the  stranger's  visit  had  been  inconveniently  prolonged, 
er  to  turn  him  from  their  door.  He  was  offered  such  accommodation 
as  their  humble  dwelling  afforded,  which  was  cheerfully  accepted,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  Jacopo  was  in  possession  of  one  of  the  concealed 
beds  he  had  previously  noticed,  the  old  man  occupying  the  other.  At 
break  of  day,  all  were  again  stirring.  After  again  partaking  of  old 
Donald  Mathieson's  hospitality,  and  having  promised  to  repeat  his  visits 
whenever  convenient,  and  agreeable  to  himself,  but,  with  the  under- 
standing, that  he  would  accept  of  an  adequate  consideration,  he  set  out 
in  the  direction  indicated  to  him  the  evening  preceding. 

Taking  a  westeriy  course,  he  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  Strath  at 
the  head  of  Holy  I^och,  where  the  Eckaig  receives  three  tributary 
streams,  the  Massen,  the  Finnart,  and  the  Fyne,  which  came  rushing 
impetuously  down  their  rugged  and  tortuous  course,  from  their  respec- 
tive glens,  bringing  with  them  the  debris  riven  from  the  mountains, 
daring  the  sterns  of  winter.  Following  the  course  of  the  principal 
stream,  the  Ecluug,  to  its  source,  he  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Lioch  £ck, 
whose  dark,  and  unruffled  surface,  was  shadowed  by  the  mountains, 
which  spring  abruptly  from  its  margin,  to  a  very  considerable  altitude, 
t^lmost  perpendicularly.  The  perfect  silence  which  reigned,  gave  a 
solemn  and  mysterious  effect  to  the  scene.  Pursuing  a  track,  which 
skirted  the  easterly  side  of  the  loch,  he  halted  from  time  to  time,  where 
varied  points  of  view  presented  themselves,  each  of  which,  struck  him 
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as  being  more  beaatiful  than  the  preceding,  and  so  completely  excladed 
every  other  feeling  or  consideration,  that  the  day  was  fiar  advanced 
before  it  occurred  to  him  to  retrace  his  steps. 

The  snn  had  taken  its  farewell  at  the  summit  of  Ben  More,  lon^ 
before  his  return  to  his  quarters  at  Old  Donald's^  where  he  was  received 
with  a  hearty  welcome,  particularly  by  Marion,  whose  countenance  too 
visibly  expressed  her  pleasure  to  require  the  aid  of  speech.  She 
hastened  to  set  before  Jacopo  an  ample  supply  of  the  best  they  had  to 
offer,  of  which  he  partook  with  that  true  sense  of  enjoyment,  which  can 
only  be  realized,  when  the  demands  of  nature  present  themselves  un- 
solicited, and  can  be  satisfied  without  the  aid  of  a  Careme,  a  Ude,  or  a 
Soyer.  Whilst  Jacopo  was  reciting  the  result  of  his  wanderings,  to  the 
old  man,  who  acted  in  the  capacity  of  interpreter,  they  were  interrupted 
by  the  unceremonious  entrance  of  McKenzie,  accompanied  by  two 
fishermen  j  whom  he  had  mounted  as  guards  for  the  occasion.  Marion, 
with  the  quickness  of  preception  common  to  her  sex,  under  circumstances 
involving  danger  to  those  for  whom  she  may  entertain  affectionate 
regard,  at  once  recognized  the  object  of  his  visit,  and  brought  into  play 
the  subjugating  influences  of  her  gentle  nature,  but  which,  at  first,  did 
not  prove  very  effective.  He  produced,  from  the  depth  of  his  capacious 
pocket,  a  printed  mandate  which  had  been  filled  up  by  himself,  for  the 
apprehension  of  Jacopo,  for  an  infringement  of  the  quarantine  regula- 
tions, which  he  essayed  to  read,  but  whether  from  the  effects  of  a  wee 
drapie  too  much  of  the  barley  bree,  or  from  the  want  of  legibility  in  his 
own  part  of  the  performance,  the  attempt  was  unsuccessful,  and  is  thus 
recorded: — ''Whereas!  py  cot  I  maister  Shaikopo!  whereas!^*  but  he 
either  could  not  decypher  his  own  precious  caligrahy,  or  his  excite- 
ment was  too  g^eat  to  permit  him  to  sputter  out  the  text  of  the  legal 
document,  and  so,  substituted  the  following  elegantly  expressed  inter- 
pretation:— **Got  tam!  Shaikopo,  Maister,  you  proke  karenteen,  and 
must  coom  along  wid  me  I  "  Watching  her  opportunity,  Marion  whis- 
pered in  his  ear  something  which  had  a  wonderful  effect  in  calming  him 
down,  and  Jacopo,  following  up  the  advantage,  drew  from  his  pocket  a 
well  filled  purse,  the  sight  of  which  had  a  magical  effect  upon  McKen- 
zie; who  on  receiving  a  significant  hint,  followed  Jacopo  beyond  the 
door;  what  passed  between  them,  may  be  easier  conceived  than  proved^ 
but  on  their  return  McKenzie  was  '*all  right",  and  turning  to  his  quasi 
guards,  bade  them  "  Be  off  wid  ye  to  parracksl  ye  rapscallions!"  and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  followed  them.  Once  more  left  to  themselves, 
conversation  was  resumed,  and  in  course  of  the  evening  Old  Donald 
recited  the  legendary  tradition  of  Arten  Adam*,  on  which  Marion  began 
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**  crooning  ^  the  mysterious  runic  rhyme  connected  with  it,  which  is  as 
^Buliar  as  household  words  to  every  girl  in  the  neighbouring  glens,  and 
which  it  is  believed  points  to  the  doom  of  those  lovers,  who  make 
its  hallowed  precincts  their  try  a  ting-place;  but  as  she  sung  in  Gselic,  the 
old  man  rendered  it  literally,  into  the  best  English  he  could  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  Jacopo.  Although  the  translation  may  not  be  very  learnedly 
nude,  it  may  serve  to  convey  a  general  idea  of  its  import:-* 

**  One  oath— and  one  God, 
Here  by  feet  unhallowed  trod. 
Whoso  shall  another  make, 
Pity  he  should  ever  wake." 

There  is  andoubtedly  much  left  to  the  imagination,  but  it  is  generally, 
believed  to  possess  a  terrible  hidden  meaning.  It  would  be  idle  to  trace 
Jacopo  step  by  step  through  each  day  of  his  sojourn,  in  the  **  land  of 
the  mountain,  and  the  flood,'*  or  to  offer  a  surmise,  even,  how  often  he 
may  have  met  Marion,  in  secret,  or  where;  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
no  opportunity  was  lost,  and  that  his  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  the  beauties 
of  nature,  was  forgotten  in  the  gratification  of  his  passion. 

Often  in  their  rambles  they  wandered  towards  Arten  Adam^  as  if 
ihere  existed  some  charm  in  the  spot  they  had  first  met,  which  drew 
them  nearer,  and  nearer,  by  its  fatal  influence.  The  very  existence  of 
its  warning  tradition  was  forgotten  I  No  oath  or  vow,  of  eternal  fidelity 
escaped  from  their  lips;  words  were  not  at  their  command,  nor  were 
they  needed,  the  busy  heart  of  Marion  palpitating  in  her  bosom,  as  Ja- 
oopo  pressed  her  to  his,  told  him,  more  plainly  than  words  could  express 
it,  that  she  was  his  I 

Jacopo's  attentions  to  Marion  had  not  failed  to  attract  the  notice  of 
the  villagers,  nor  were  the  usual  gossip  and  scandal  omitted.  Their 
attachment  was  observed,  or  suspected,  by  Old  Donald,  of  which,  he  ha4 
Already,  determined  to  chide,  and  admonish  Marion;  and  had  resolved 
to  forbid  Jacopo  to  remain  longer  under  his  roof. 

The  Andrea  Dorea  having  nearly  completed  the  term  of  her  quaran- 
tine was  preparing  to  quit  the  station,  of  which,  Donald  was  informed 
hy  McKenzie,  whom  he  accidentally  met,  and  who  took  the  opportunity 
to  ask  him,  in  a  jeering,  but  significant  manner — **  If  his  bonnie  wee 
Oe  was  gaun  o*er  the  sea  wi'  the  braw  skipper,  the  mom,  to  be  his 
leman,^  which  so  roused  the  indignation  of  the  old  man,  that  he  at 
once  returned  to  his  home,  where  he  found  Marion  in  most  pitiable  dis- 
tress, "  greeting  **  as  if  her  heart  would  break,  at  the  approaching  de- 
parture of  Jacopo,  who  was  kneeling  before  her,  and  most  affection- 
ately endeavouring  to  calm  her  feelings,  assuring  her,  as  well  as  he  could, 
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that  he  would  not  desert  her.  His  worst  fears  were  confirmed,  and  he 
loudly  reproached  Jacopo  for  taking  advaatage  of  his  kindness,  and  of 
the  confiding  simplicity  of  his  grandchild;  and,  in  his  anger,  pushed 
him  over  the  threshhold,  accompanied  with  the  old  man's  execrations* 
Jacopo  returned  to  the  Andrea  Dorea,  in  a  state  of  mind  bordering  on 
distraction:  how  poor  Marion  passed  the  night  may  be  readily  conceived. 
As  the  first  gleam  of  morning  appeared  over  Portan-stuick,  irradiating 
Arten  Adam,  and  adjacent  hills — throwing  a  deep  shadow  over  the  misty 
loch,  through  which  the  Andrea  Dorea  was  scarcely  visible,  a  curling^ 
wreath  of  smoke  became  perceptible,  at  the  head  of  the  loch,  instantly 
followed  by  a  heavy  boom  from  the  morning  gun  of  a  revenue  cutter, 
which  had  dropped  anchor  there  the  preceding  evening;  the  echo  from 
which  leverberatsd  against  each  of  the  hills,  stretching  westward  over 
Loch  Eck,  until  lost  in  a  distant  murmur.  It  was  promptly  answered 
by  the  wee  gun  of  the  Andrea  Dorea.  Poor  Marion  heard  it,  and  it 
went  to  her  heart  like  a  death-blow  to  her  hopes  of  happiness;  her  an- 
guish was  uncontrollable,  and  she  became  unconscious.  The  depression 
of  her  spiiits  became  almost  insupportable,  and  she  fell  into  a  gloomy, 
but  dreamlike  reverie,  from  which  she  was  startled  into  consciousness, 
by  the  sound  of  her  own  voice  softly  "  crooning  **  the  words:— 

**  Whoio  shall  another  make. 
Pity  he  should  ever  wake." 

The  day  was  far  advanced,  when,  looking  in  the  direction  of  Holy 
Loch,  she  perceived  McKenzie,  the  Quarantine  official,  wending  his  way 
towards  Dunloskin, — ^the  thought  that  he  might  possibly  be  the  bearer 
of  tidings  from  Jacopo,  flashed  lik^  lightning,  across  her  mind! — She  had 
rightly  judged  his  errand; — ^he  came  to  inform  her,  that  she  might  hear 
of  him  at  the  house  of  McPherson,  the  pilot,  at  Milton  Bum,  Dunoon, 
by  whom  he  would  communicate,  on  leaving  the  vessel,  after  having 
accompanied  it  to  Greenock.  This  information  cheered  her  desponding 
heart. 

Having  often  been  permitted  to  visit  the  McPhenons,  and  even  to 
pass  the  night,  occasionally,  with  them,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the 
way,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  she  contrived  to  comply  with  Jacopo^s 
wish.  They  had,  on  previous  occasions,  extended  their  walk  so  far, — 
and  their  meetings  there  —they  were  aware,  would  not  be  discouraged 
by  McPherson  or  his  wife,  who  had  probably,  a  present,  or  collateral 
interest  in  conniving  at  them.  Whilst  the  Andrea  Dorea  was  discharg- 
ing at  Greenock,  and  taking  in  cargo,  Jacopo  made  occasional  trips  to 
Dunoon,  and,  during  his  visits  arrangements  were  made  for  Marion's 
ffight. 
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Jftoopo  ha¥ing  confided  in  Guiseppe,  the  secret  of  hb  lore  for  MartoD, 
aad  her  wiUingness  to  accompany  him  to  Genoa,  and  secured  his  passive 
aeqaiesoeoaey  Euitahle  prorisions  were  made  for  her  special  accommoda- 
tioD,  and  for  that  of  a  female  attendant  which  Jaoopo  had  engaged  io 
wait  upon  her.  He  had  also  procured  yarious  articles  of  dress^  which 
he  had  ascertained  might  be  required.  Nothing  occurred  to  interfere 
with  iheir  plans,  and  on  a  beautiful  morning,  early  in  August,  the 
Andrea  weighed  anchor,  and  dropped  down  the  Clyde,  and  when  off 
Donoon  the  "  Marion  of  Milton**  was  laying  to,  and  once  more  came 
alongside  with  Marion  Mathieson  and  McPherson  the  pilot  on  board. 
Ihe  embarkation  was  only  the  work  of  a  few  minutes,  and  the  pilot 
vetomed  to  the  shore,  with  a  substantial  souvenir  of  the  Andrea  Dorea's 
visit  to  the  Clyde. 

The  voyage  was  calm  and  prosperous,  and  Marion  believed  herself 
b^>py,  hut  her  dream  of  happiness,  was,  alas!  too  soon,  to  become  a 
vnaerahle  reality.  As  the  vessel  approached  Jacopo's  native  shores, 
Marion  perceived  a  change  in  his  bearing  towards  her;  during  the  early 
pttrt  of  the  voyage  his  attentions  were  unremitting;  every  want  was 
anticipated,  and  he  passed  the  greater  part  of  the  day  by  her  side,  under 
the  awning  he  had  provided  to  screen  her  from  the  heat  of  the  sun. 
He  was  frequently  abstracted,  and  at  times  petulent  and  impatient. 
Ofaaerving  that  Marion  was  unhappy,  he  asked  her,  in  an  affectionate 
tone,  if  she  felt  so,  or  if  she  wearied  of  the  voyage!  "Not  of  the 
^vyage,  dear  Jacopo,  but  I  am  wearying  to  get  to  land,  that  I  may 
become  yoar  lawful  wife,  which  you  promised  I  should  be  on  our  arrival 
•t  Genoa."  She  reminded  htm  of  what  had  passed  at  Arten  Adam,  the 
licredness  of  his  promise,  and  of  the  awful  warning  of  the  tradition, 
wbidi  he  affected  to  treat  lightly.  The  change  which  Marion  observed, 
was  not  a  change  of  his  affections,  he  had  to  meet  his  father,  a  doting 
bat  stem  one;  which,  in  the  blindness  of  his  passion  for  Marion,  he 
I>ad  forgotten;  and  his  anxiety  on  that  account,  and  for  the  object  of 
lus  affections,  preyed  upon  his  spirits.  In  his  difficulties  he  consulted 
Gaiseppe,  who  advised  him  to  risk  all  the  consequences  of  an  open 
deelaration«  but  his  fears  overcame  his  sense  of  honour  and  justice,  he 
thought  he  might  defer  doing  so,  until  a  more  favourable  opportunity; 
tiie  announcement  might  render  his  father  unhappy,  just  when  he  ought 
to  be  rejoicing  at  the  safe  return  of  his  son,  and  other  specious  excuses 
were  proffered,  as  reasons  for  deferring. 

His  familiarity  with  the  coast,  and  with  many  of  the  lovely  little  bays 
within  a  convenient  distance  from  Genoa,  suggested  a  solution  of  his 
difficulty^  to  one  of  these  he  induced  Guiseppe  to  steer,  on  nearing  whi^ 


108  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

Jacopo,  Marion,  and  her  attendant  were  put  on  shore,  and  proceeded  to 
a  lonely,  but  comfortable  little  dwelling,  near  the  village  of  Solfiglia,  tlie 
inmates  at  once  recognised  Jacopo,  whom  they  received  with  marked 
deference  and  respect.  Arrangements  were  quickly  made  for  the  ac- 
commodation and  comfort  of  Marion  and  her  attendant,  and  Jacopo 
prepared  to  leave  them;  the  parting  was  a  painful  one  to  both,  but 
Marion  not  doubting  it  was  a  necessary  arrangement,  and  that  Jacopo 
would  soon  return  and  convey  her  to  Grenoa,  patiently  resigned  herself 
to  his  absence. 

The  following  morning,  the  Andrea  Dorea,  was  safely  moored  in  the 
Harbour  at  Genoa,  and  Jacopo's  father  lost  not  a  moment  before  goin^ 
on  board  to  bless  his  son,  and  congratulate  him  on  his  safe  return.  The 
expression  of  hb  delight  was  unbounded,  and  his  caresses  overwhelming'. 
How  much  and  how  painfully  did  Jacopo  at  that  moment  regret  that 
he  had  not  acted  on  the  advice  of  Guiseppe;  he  could  not  then  persuade 
himself  that  a  heart  so  overflowing  with  love  and  tenderness  as  was  that 
of  his  father,  would  have  refused  to  bestow  a  portion  of  it  on  his  beloved 
Marion,  and  to  have  made  them  happy!  Mistaken  caution! — ^fatal  error! 

A  few  days  were  spent  by  the  young  voyageur  in  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations of  his  friends  ;  those  few  days  were  months  to  him,  and 
ages  to  the  poor  solitary  at  Solfiglia.  At  length  Jacopo  escaped  for  a 
day  and  a  night,  which  were  passed  happily  with  his  Marion.  Morning 
came,  and  he  must  again  leave  her.  Week  after  week  the  stolen  visita 
were  repeated,  each  time  consoling  her  with  the  hope  that  at  the  next 
he  might  convey  her  to  Genoa.  At  length  Jacopo  ventured  to  escort 
her  there,  and  she  fondly  believed  it  was  with  a  view  to  complete  her 
happiness.  He  so  contrived  as  to  reach  there  in  the  evening,  fearing 
recognition.  A  carriage  was  awaiting  them,  and  was  by  his  directioB 
driven  through  the  principal  places  of  the  city, — ^passing  its  quays, 
palaces,  and  various  objects  of  iuteresty  which  Jacopo  pointed  out  with 
a  feeling  of  pride. 

"H  he  scene  was  to  Marion  more  like  a  dream  than  reality.  At  length 
the  carriage  was  drawn  up  by  Jacopo^s  order,  near  to  a  building,  which 
if  not  a  palace  was  evidently  the  residence  of  a  wealthy  proprietor: — 
*<  'Tis  my  father's"  whispered  Jacopo,  but  the  announcement  did  not  add 
to  Marion's  happiness,  she  looked  upon  it  with  a  feeling  of  awe  rather 
than  of  pleasure.  A  short  drive  further  brought  them  to  the  Cathedral, 
into  which  a  procession  of  priests  were  slowly  and  solemnly  entering* 
Marion  remembering  that  Jacopo  had  informed  her  that  the  marriage 
ceremony  was  often  performed  at  night  in  his  country,  fell  on  her  knees 
in  the  carriage,  and  clinging  to  him,  with  all  the  ardour  of  an  affection 
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Ing  pent  ap,  and  soddenlj  bunting  from  its  confinementi  implored  him, 
vith  all  the  language  at  her  command,  to  fulfil  the  sacred  promise  made, 
if  not  in  «rords,  at  least  in  spirit,  at  Arten  Adam.  At  the  first  impulse, 
as  was  ready  to  order  the  carriage  to  be  drawn  up  at  the  door  of  the 
ealhednl,  hat  a  moment's  hesitation  convinced  him  that,  howcTer  willing 
lie  might  be  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Marion,  it  could  not  be^  and 
Us  hesitation  was  interpreted,  by  her,  to  imply  a  refual.  **  Another 
time— another  time!**  was  all  he  could  say:  all  attempts  at  ezplana* 
tioD  were  futile  and  unavailing,— she  could  not  fully  understand  him,  and 
ik  soon  became  insensible  to  what  was  passing.  The  carriage  was  im* 
mediately  turned  towards  Solfiglia,  and  driven  at  a  rapid  pace;  but  long 
before  their  arrival  Marion  became  again  conscious,  but  bewildered  and 
ttbaneted.  Atteir  putting  her  in  charge  of  her  attendant^  and  having 
Meured  for  her  everything  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary 
6r  her  comfort,  he  took  his  departure,  promiring  to  return  at  the 
ttnliest  poaaible  moment  The  promised  visit  was  unavoidably  deferred 
ttitil  the  evening  of  the  following  day — ^when  to  his  surprise  the  alarming 
umounoement  was  made  to  him,  that  Marion  and  her  attendant  had 
fled — no  one  knew  where  ;  that  they  had  lef^  early  on  the  preceding 
<Uy,  taking  with  them  only  a  small  portion  of  what  was  supposed  to  be 
^Mtr  wearing  apparel. 

Every  poesible  endeavour  was  made  at  the  instigation  of  Jacopo  to 
trace  their  steps;  every  probable,  and  improbable,  route  was  diligently 
«iplored,  but  all  in  vain.  Jacopo*s  anguish  at  the  loss  of  her,  whom  he 
Wed  better  than  life,  was  so  intense,  and  his  self  reproach  so  poignant, 
for  baring,  as  he  believed,  sacrificed  his  Marion  to  his  fears  and  weak- 
ness, superinduced  a  condition  of  despondency  and  of  mental  prostration, 
'^vKch  resiated  all  attempts  to  mitigate,  and  brought  him  prematurely  to 
hii  grave. 

The  &te  of  Marion  was  equally  melancholy,  the  fugitives  took  die 
ned  to  Qenoa,  and  meeting  there  with  a  Clyde  vessel  homeward  bound, 
UMi  on  the  point  of  sailing,  they  were  soon  afloat  on  the  dark  blue 
waters  of  the  Mediterranean.  Their  departure  was  so  sudden  as  to  pre- 
clude all  clue  to  their  movements. 

The  commencement  of  the  voyage  was  favorable,  but  during  the 
itight  the  vessel  was  overtaken  by  a  storm,  which  drove  them  out  of 
their  course,  and  they  were  ultimately  wrecked  off  Cape  St  Martin. 
Poor  Marion  was  cast  ashore,  whilst  yet  in  life,  but  only  surrived  a 
few  minutes.  Her  faithful  attendant  was  saved,  and  returned  to  tell 
^  sad  tale.  A  fellow  passenger,  who  also  escaped,  and  who  proved  to 
be  a  feUow  countryman,  kindly  saw  the  last  sad  offices  performed  over 
ao.  3. — ^voL  IX.  a 
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ihe  mortal  remainB  of  poor  Marion,  which  were  deposited  in  the  oemetry 
of  a  fmall  Tillage  near  the  seene  of  the  wreck,  and  caused  a  tablet  to  be 
placed  ever  her  graTe* 

During  a  rvmdence  at  Nice,  one  of  my  daily  rambles  led  me  to  that 
village,  and  as  it  is  my  wont  to  do,  I  entered  the  oemetry, — and  amongst 
the  various  memorials  of  the  departed,  I  met  with  one:— "To  the  memory 
of  Marion  Mathieson,  drowned  from  the  wreck  of  the  Clutha,  21st  of 
November,  1810." 

On  my  letum  to  my  native  land,  I  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Arten  Adam ; 
the  olachan  of  Dunloskin  was  no  longer  there,  but  vestiges  of  it  were 
traceable  by  means  of  loosely  piled  fragments  of  stone,  nearly  hidden 
by  heather.  The  former  inhabitants  were  probably,  all  lying  under  the 
green  turf  of  their  own  native  soil,  or  scattered  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  world,— where  they  had  died  the  death  of  brave  Highlanders  whilat 
fighting  in  the  battles  of  their  country.  The  hideous  Laaaretto  wa^ 
rased  to  the  ground,  and  the  site  of  it  was  then  being  covered  with 
elegant  marine  villas,— but  the  history  of  Marion  and  her  sad  fate  sup* 
vives;  and  is  recorded  as  an  awful  fulfilment  of  ihe  prophetic  words  of 
the  "  Legend  of  Arten  Adam.** 
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CHAPTER  III. 

.When  we  had  all  resigned  ourselves  to  fresh  claret  and  cigars,  Dr.  San 
Fenton  drew  a  long  breath,  gave  a  grunt  sonorous  enough  for  a  grinly 
,boar  of  Deccan,  a  whistle  like  the  sweep  of  a  Nor- Wester  through  the 
rigging  of  a  Berwick  smack,  shrugged  up  his  shoulder  until  it  touched 
his  ear,  made  a  £Ace  that  would  have  thrown  a  mask  maker  into 
convulsions,  and  having  thus  as  he  said  prepared  himself  for  sea,  he 
commenced: — 

When  I  was  a  much  younger  individual  amongst  the  population  of 
this  kingdom,  and  perhaps  a  very  useless  one;  I  was  possessed  of  many  old 
fashioned  Irish  ways,  one  of  many  of  which  was  an  unquenchable  thirst 
for  pleasure,  novelty,  excitement — a  characteristic  by  the  way  which 
my  fellow  countrymen  are  pretty  successful  in  sustaining  to  the  present 
day.  Between  London  and  Paris,  Baden-Baden  and  Bath,  Switieriand 
and  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  with  an  occasional  relapse  into  Rillamcy, 

^OontiBued  firom  page  68. 
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CamWIand,  the  Ide  of  Mao,  and  the  Cumhrae  blaodfli  I  managed  to 
bep  the  craving  devil  at  bay  for  aome  time,  bat  at  last  the  evil  dajr  I 
had  long  foreaeen  arrived,  came  upon  me  like  a  clap  of  thander  in  a 
tnag  beli— >*Milia  Murther/  says  I  to  myself,  'what's  to  be  donef  work 
yon  divill  whispered  cooscience.— I  did  work,  I  drew  teeth  from  old 
dowagers  gratis  for  the  fmi  of  torturing  them  because  they  were  rich| 
sod  that  eould  not  help  them:  I  plagued  gouty  old  gourmands  with  a 
diet  of  bread  pills,  stained  water,  and  sour  crumpets  until  the  thoughts 
ef  a  good  dinner  .preyed  upon  them  to  the  verge  of  insanity.     I  con- 
vearted  a  nabob's  liver  into  such  a  neutral  condition,  that  he  fled  back  to 
India  to  get  a  sensation  in  it;  I  took  a  bold  step  to  secure  myself  the 
everlasting  gratitude  of  ail  the  old  maids  in  the  universe  by  organizing 
a  scheme  for  the  foundation  of  the  *Royal  Medical  Benevolent  Anuuity 
and  Advice  Association  and  Asylum  for  decayed  and  homeless  Parrots, 
and  Superannuated  Poodles,'  and  the  numerous  rebuffs  and  sneers  I  met 
with  during  my  exertions  to  establish  it  afforded  me  capital  excitements 
and  a  vast  insight  into  human  nature.     At  first  they  looked  upon  my 
scheme  as  that  of  a  madman,  I  headed  the  list  witli  a  good  round  sum, 
got  a  few  aristocratic  old  tabbies  to  lend  their  names  and  secure  their 
cats  a  provision,  or  provisions;  the  thing  was  a  triumph,  the  bait  took, 
they  absolutely  began   to  consider  me  an  enlightened  man,  and  the 
movement  threatened  to  become  an  epoch;  the  subscriptions  flowed  in 
•teadily,  but  I  was  not  to  be  baulked  of  my  revenge  for  the  contumely 
shown  to  me  at  the  outset;  I  waited  until  the  accumulation  of  a  conside- 
rable sum   brought  together  a  crowded  assemblage  of  the  benevolent; 
then  in  a  speech  unexampled  for  clearness,  foixw,  and  subtlety  of  reason- 
ing I  pointed  out  the  errors  of  their  ways,  recommended  them  to  put  an 
existence  to  the  period  of  the  lives  of  their  pets,  namely  by  giving  them 
uncontrolled  freedom;  exhorted  them  to  remove  the  thraldom  of  social 
reformatories  from  the  feline  specied,  and  concluded  my  erudite  perora- 
tion by  proposing  and  carrying  by  acclamation,  that  the  stream  of 
errant  benevolence  should  be  diverted  into  its  proper  channel,  and  that 
the  sum  intended  to  provide  ginger-bread  for  asthmatic  Ring  Charles's, 
plethoric  parrots,  and  mangy  cats,  should  be  transferred  to  the  relief  of 
the  lame,  the  blind,  the  halt,  and  the  maimed,  commonly  recognised  as 
the  most  destitute  of  the  human  race. 

My  triumph  proved  a  grand  excitement,  but  again  the  demon  of 
lassitude  beset  me,  and  I  wandered  about  seeking  what  novelty  I  might 
devour.  On  one  flue  May  morning  I  found  myself  an  industrious  pedes- 
trian on  the  promenade  at  Cowes;  trim  yachts  lay  at  their  moorings 
close  at  hand,  smart  boats  with  dashing  crews  flitted  to  and  fro,  impor- 
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tani  looking  penonag«8  with  gold  booud  caps  and  jadceU  radiibt  ft^ 
fields  of  butteronps;  huge  teleflcopes  slang  at  their  back8»  and  an  air  a§ 
importance  that  led  me  to  think  that  mnch  of  England^  maritime  wel- 
Cue  was  owing  to  their  laborious  exertions,  marched  about  in  solenm 
grandeur;  I  gaaed  in  wonder,  admired,  and  gaied  again.  Some  busy 
little  devil  that  chanced  to  be  floating  by  in  his  zephyr  bark  muttered  in 
my  ear,— buy  a  yacht,  I  jumped  at  the  suggestion,  what  a  goose  I  had 
been  neyer  to  haye  thought  of  it  before;  just  the  thing,  my  own  hotel—- 
my  own  household— no  espionage— monarch  of  my  quarter  deck— ^ 
the  glorious  sea*-go  where  I  pleased — all  the  same  expense— foreignc 
princess  newly  discovered  islandy-^teirestrial  paradise-^founder  of  a 
colony,  praiseworthy  ambition — dull  rogues  those  that  dream  away  their 
lives  on  shore— liberty — good  fellowship— honesty— to  be  found  on  the 
sea  alone— Hurrah — Eureka!"  I  exclaimed,  dashing  my  elegant  thirty 
shilling  umbrella  into  the  sea;  away  with  such  effeminate  luxuries,  I  will 
bare  my  brow  to  the  elements;  and  expose  my  form  to  the  raging  of-^the 
tempest,  tooth -ache  be  hanged!  rheumatum  avaunt!  ague  to  the  windaf 
I  will  be  a  man,  and  to  become  that  respectable  individual  I  resolved  to 
tw  —a  yaditsman. 

The  ensuing  evening  saw  me  attired  in  the  severest  simplicity  of  an 
amateur  sailor ;  the  gold  band  on  my  cap  was  gorgfeous  but  correct ;  the 
buttons  on  my  jacket  were  sufficiently  large  to  be  distinctive,  if  the  sis6 
of  a  half-crown  could  be  considered  up  to  the  mark,  and  their  number  I 
learned  betokened  rank  more  than  ostentatious  display;  my  telescope 
was  encased  in  the  yellowest  of  leather,  and  slung  by  a  strap  compared 
to  which  all  others  dwindled  into  insignificance,  and  as  I  rolled  along 
with  the  nearest  approach  I  could  manage  to  a  true  quarter-deck  walk, 
which  I  had  practised  on  a  plank  in  the  garden  of  my  hotel,  I  felt  that 
admiring  eyes  were  bent  upon  me,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  my 
natural  acuteness  detected  the  furtive  smile  which  distorts  the  features  of 
the  envious;  at  the  moment  I  forgave  them;  just  then  a  dreadful  suspi* 
eion  crossed  my  mind,  I  withdrew  my  forgiveness,  what  if  they  had  been 
laughing  at  me,  bosh,  in  a  few  days  I  should  be  the  owner  of  the  finest 
yacht  in  Cowes,  and  then  who  would  have  the  laugh— -I  to  be  sure, 
whilst  they  poor  ignorant  fools  would  be  none  the  gainers  by  their  bad 
manners* 

At  this  moment  an  officer  in  full  naval  costume  approached  me,  with 
a  well  bred  stare  he  surveyed  me  from  head  to  foot,  I  know  not  what 
prompted  me  to  do  so,  but  I  wished  him  a  good  evening,  to  which 
he  replied  with  easy  courtesy.  We  entered  into  conversation,  mine 
seemed  to  please  him  and  he  listened  to  me  with  marked  attention; 
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I  fUt  flattefed,  and  as  we  walked  up  and  down  1  saw  that  I  waa 
craating  a  prodigious   sensatioii ;  'It  ia  Admiral  Sir  John   B         !' 

nid  one  *  That's  the  celebrated   H R ,'  said  another;  mj 

eompanioQ  appeared  to  catch  up  the  impresaon,  and  shortly  afterwards 
tamed  the  conversation  upon  matters  nautical,  he  asked  me  my  opinion 
of  the  ^Jackass  Frigate/'  Had  a  thunderbolt  fallen  at  mj  feet  I 
eoold  not  have  been  more  astounded,  what  the  plague  did  I  know 
•bout  '^  Jackass  Frigates*'  Of  the  noun  adjective  I  certainly  did;  could 
he  mean  to  insult  me,  I  felt  I  was  on  tender  ground,  so  shaking  iny 
bsad  I  determined  to  object  to  the  adjective  in  toto,  so  told  him 
'  I  had  always  been  opposed  to  them  I'  So  I  had  been,  I  hated  donkeys^ 
Bud  they  hated  me  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  lay  down  with  and  rolled 
over  me,  much  to  the  detriment  of  my  Sunday  jacket;  there  was  no 
prevarication  in  that,  '  I  had  been  and  always  would  be  opposed  to 
Jaekassear  I  said,  and  I  hoped  he  had  nothing  to  say  to  the  contrary. 
**  Nothing  in  the  worid  "  he  said,  "quite  the  reverse,  in  fact  his  expe- 
riences of  them  were  painful  ones— he  had  served  in  one,  aind  some  of 
Us  severest  service  afloat  had  been  during  that  period  P 

**  Now  here  was  a  pretty  dilemma — a  contretemps  like  this  had  never 
entered  my  mind— here  was  a  real  sailor  and  in  real  uniform,  whilst  I 
M  imposter,  a  landsman  in  a  mock  uniform,  was  drifting  into  a  dis- 
quisition upon  a  sulject  that  I  knew  no  more  of  than  making  matches. 
I  felt  that  I  was  obtaining  distinction  under  false  pretences,  that  I  was 
fljing  fidae  colours,  and  that  after  all  there  must  be  something  more 
than  mere  uniform  to  entitle  a  man  to  call  himself  a  yachtsman,  or  a 
■uk>r:  who  was  the  donkey  now— 1  heartily  wished  that  gold  bkud, 
buttons  and  telescope  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  Solent. 
*'  They  can  never  carry  their  gunsP  exclaimed  my  companion.  ^ 
I  mumbled  something  about  not  being  addicted  to  field  sports. 
'*  Just  my  argument,"  sud  he^  "  they  should  be  stationed  at  the  home 
porter 
**  Not  to  be  compared  to  Foreign  port,*'  muttered  I. 
'<  Sirr  said  he. 

'"  Permit  me  to  offer  you  my  card,"  said  I-*^^I  shall  be  happy  to  cul« 
tivate  your  acquaintance  V* 

He  looked  at  it ;  instantly  his  defferential  manner  vanished,  and  an 
ur  of  the  most  supercilious  insolence  succeeded  to  it — "  Ah^a  slight 
mistake  on  my  part,  I  thought  I  was  conversing  with  Admiral  B»  ,'^ 
he  turned  on  his  heel. 

My  blood  was  up—'  A  word  with  you  I  I  exclaimed:  *your  uniform 
V  a  real  one,  and  yon  are  paid  for  wearing  it ;  mine  is  a  mock  one,  but 
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not  the  less  entitled  to  respect,  for  I  wear  it  «t  my  own  expense  $  1 
aspire  to  be  a  yachtsman,  and  although  not  an  Admiral  I  can  walk  tho 
deck  of  as  fine  a  vessel  as  ever  an  Admiral  in  Her  Majesty*s  servioe 
could  call  his  own  private  property  I 

**  My  dear  Sir— my  most  excellent  friend — ^pray  do  not  for  a  momei^^ 
think-^I — I — ^really — ^well  now  that  you  should  imagine— and  whicli. 
is  ^our  yacht  prayf 

My  anger  was  assuaged— a  weak  moment  supervened,  "i  expect 
her  every  dayl" 

**  My  dear  fellow — allow  me — my  card— I  shall  only  he  too  delighted 
to  respond  to  your  wish— we  shall  cultivate  an  acquaintance." 

I  read  the  card — the  address  was  "  Mr.  Horatio  Flowerdew,  H.E.I.C*'" 

<*  Two  men  soldi"  I  exclaimed,  "he's  not  in  the  *  Royals'  no  more  thaa 
I  am  in  the  '  Regulars.'  ^' 

Before  I  had  risen  the  next  morning  Mr.  Flowerdew  was  announced ; 

1  received  him — 1  bought  the  yacht — ^he  cultivated  my  acquaintance — of 

that  more  -anon. 

(7b  he  continued.) 
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We  must  now  return  to  Biddy,  who  little  thought  her  arrival  had 
caused  such  tender  enquiries.  After  due  refreshment  and  re-adjustment 
of  her  attire,  with  that  confidential  abandon  which  characterixes  unpro- 
tected females,  she  made  her  hostess,  the  Widow  Farrell,  the  repository 
of  her  weal  and  woe,  hopes  and  expectations,  and  the  private  histoiy  of 
all  the  Delanys,  past,  present,  and  as  she  trusted,  to  come.  Then  the 
Widow  Farrell  declared  she  knew  the  lady's  maid  at  No.  5,  "  particular 
well,  an'  betther  a  young  girl  couldn't  be  carcumstanced  than  undther 
her  purtection."  So  Miss  Delany's  spirits  rose  to  an  alarming  height 
of  exuberance,  and  then  she. took  a  little  gentle  exercise  at  the  Widow 
Farrell's  mangle^  (smashing  no  end  of  buttons  on  out-of-the-way  un- 
mentionable garments,  which  of  course  was  not  found  out  until  they 
were  sent  home,)  and  the  Widow  Farrell  complimented  her  upon  her 
active  turn  of  both  wrist  and  mind,  observing  that  '*  She  was  as  full 
of  work  as  a  windmill  I"  To  which  Biddy  returned  a  lively  fire  of 
fiicial  and  bodily  flatteries;  and  at  which  the  widow  simpered  much, 
and  detailed  the  number  of  eligible  offers  she  had  had  to  share  the  bed 
and  board  of  the  '*  poor  lone  woman."  And  then  she  got  a  slight  at- 
tack of  tender  feelings  when  two  large  blobs  of  tears  forced  a  rugged 
passage  adown  her  cheeks,  leaving  an  impression  that  a  more  frequent 

•  Continued  from  page  74. 
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If^Keation  of  a  mild  lotion  of  soap  and  water  might  contribute  vastly 
to  her  personal  attractions,  so  Biddy  suggested  as  the  day  was  dampy  a 
"sketch  of  sperits  wonld  do  them  no  harm/*  To  which  proposal  the 
lelict  of  Farrell,  (who  by  way  had  died  a  victim  to  his  passion  for  taking 
such  sketches,)  smiled  a  joyous  assent,  and  in  a  very  little  time  they 
were  seated  out  of  ken,  in  the  little  back  parlour  where  Biddy  further 
raised  herself  in  the  widow's  estimation  by  imparting  to  her  the  secret 
of  concocting^  '^raale  whiskey  naygus,**  as  practised  by  numberless 
generations  of  Galwegians,  and  which  Mrs.  Farrell  declared  '*  upon  her 
conscience  was  yery  opening  to  the  mouth !  ** 

The  amiable  Mr.  Marcus  Brutus  informs  us  that  "  there  is  a  tide  in 
the  afijairs  of  men,"  but  I  think  the  Bard  of  Avon  must  have  been  in 
one  of  his  churlish  moods  when  he  put  such  words  into  that  peaceable 
young  man's  mouth,  or  at  least  in  these  degenerate  days  women  do  so 
comport  themselves  as  to  lead  one  to  think  that  their  omission  in  the 
original  text  was  a  mere  stumble  of  his  grey  goose  quill  over  some  truant 
hair  that  would  encumber  his  paper,  and  so  had  angered  him.     Miss 
Houriigan  took  the  tide  on  this  auspicious  morning  at  such  a  happy 
moment  as  to  lead  her  on,  if  not  to  fortune,  to  a  genuine  brew  of  famous 
Irisli  punch,  for  just  as  Mrs.  Farrell  delivered  her  judgment,  this  pink 
of  upper-story  perfection  burst  into  the  sanctum  of  the  jovial  washer- 
woman; then  ensued  such  a  tornado  of  salutations,  succeeded  by  a  uni- 
versal "  here's  to  you,"  and  a  smacking  of  lips,  and  a  jingling  of  glasses 
as  savoured  strongly  of  defiance  to  public  opinion,  a  determined  gossip^ 
and  to  tear  time  to  tatters  during  the  merry  hours  that  be. 

*'Ah!  you  see,  Miss  Delany,"  (the  glass  ascends  to  the  mouth,) 
'*hottgli-a-ough-a!  a  hem!  the  hot  wather  steam  got  into  my  eye  dears; 
you  see  Biddy  dear  as  I  was  sayin'  Norah  Hourigan  has  had  a  power  of 
(sheesh-cat!)  expariance!*'  (sheesh-ah-shee-sh!") 

" Ex-pcar-ia-nce,  I  b'lieve  you  ma'am!— why — ^first  and  foremast 
when  I  kem  to  Dublin,  I  didn't  know  much  to  be  shure,  not  half  as 
much  as  Biddy  there  knows,  I  went  to  live  wid  them  Murphy s,  the 
attornies,  on  the  circ'lar  road,  counthry  house  an'  town  house  my  dear! 
(arms  folded  across  and  head  inclined  to  one  side)  oh!  divil  a  less!  (toss 
of  the  head,)  three  girls,  one  brat,  the  ould  fellow  himself,  fire  and 
' flummery  herself ,  and  two  nice  young  gintlemen,  apprentices.  Well 
now  what  do  you  think  uv  that  Mrs.  Farrell?''  i 

"  Bedad,  Norah  dear,  I  don't  like  thim  limbs  of  the  law,  the're  power* 
fill  at  fillin*  nurseries,  bud  the're  dispirate  mane,  I  know  thim.  I  ought 
to  know  thim  (a  vindictive,  forward  shake  of  the  head)  they — th  (sheesh, 
woDt  wear  a  olane  shirt  in  a  month,  id's  all  collars  wid  them!  (sheesh 
ah!) 
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**  Mane!  Ma'am  mane!  Fd  have  you  to  know  Ma'am  that  mane  is 
no  name  for  thim ; — con'timpt-ahle  mane  that's  id ;— ye  wooldn^t  biieire 
it  I  hnow  only  J  tell  ye,-— Fm  a  livin*  example  uv  their  thratemint  to 
this  day"  (Miss  Hourigan's  massive  form  trembled  at  the  reminisoenoe). 
**  Are  you  listening  to  me,  Biddy  ?** 

<<  Is  id  me  Norah — faix  my  ears  are  like  Bally-waughan  oysthers^ 
whin  their  on'st  open'd  there^s  no  gettin'  thim  shut  again  I" 

**  Well,  my  dear,  there  id  be  a  leg  uv  mutton  on  a  Sunday, — ^it  ud 
be  cowld  on  Monday,'— the  Monday  side  id  be  turned  up  on  Tuesday,— 
ther'  would  be  curled  white  paper  on  the  shank,  an'  plinty  of  paisley 
on  the  dish  on  Wednesday ;  some  of  id  would  be  grilled  wid  pepper  on 
the  Thursday;  there  would  be  a  hash  on  Friday — ^for  they  wor  prodis* 
tints  d'ye  persaive, — and  thin  on  Sathurday  there  would  be  mutton  broth 
uv  the  bones  1" 

An  appalling  silence  ensued,  broken  only  by  the  sounds  of  the  tongue 
being  applied  to  and  withdrawn  from  the  roof  of  the  mouth  in  rapid 
succession,  which  movement  may  be  feebly  expressed  by  the  letters— 
th-th-th-th — (ad  infin.) 

"  I  got  rid  uv  that  lot  in  purty  good  time  tho'  and  wint  to  live  wid 
ihe  Mc'Deermots,  the  Barristhers,  in  Harcoort  Street!" 

<<  Oh,  Moses!  Norah  Darlin!"  exclaimed  Biddy,  <'  Is  id  into  more  law 
you  wint?  " 

*<  By  my  sowl  you  may  well  ax  Biddy  Delany,  bud  oust  you  get  into 
a  purfission  id's  very  hard  to  get  out  of  id:  there  was  himself,  a  terrible 
man,  all  fuss  and  four  coorts ;  her  self ^  oh!  danjerous  grandjur,  my  dear, 
vain  and  face  proud;  she'd  flirt  wid  a  fish  boy  if  he  towld  her  she  was 
handsome;  two  daughthers,  raale  dashers,  divil  an  officer  in  the  garrison 
they  didn't  know:  it  wasn't  Major  this,  or  Captain  that,  bud  Dix  of  the 
fourth,  Marshall  of  the  Greys,  Sutton  of  the  Guards,  an*  so  on;  then 
there  was  the  young  barristher,  a  purty  boy  istsrely;  we'll  there  would 
be  pio-nics  and  partty's  galore,  for  one  they  gave  they  got  four,  bud 
that  was  the  raale  ginralship;  the  plate  an'  the  butlers  wor  all  hired  to 
to  be  shure,  an'  they  had  an  ould  chay  wid  job  horses  and  the  postilion 
doin'  coachman  wrapped  up  in  a  livery  coat  uv  dhrab  wid  about  forty 
capes  on  id,  an'  pewther  buttons  wid  the  family  arms — arms  moryah-^ 
they  wor  toilors  onst  upon  a  time,  bud  no  matther  for  that,  I  would^nt 
have  minded  that  in  the  way  uv  sarvice  ;  bud  bedad  when  it  kim  to  the 
ould  chap,  chucking  me  undther  the  chin,  ould  marry 'd  men  is  horrid 
Mrs.  Farrell,  and  the  young  chap  pinchin  me,  id's  no  matther  where, 
an'  the  missus  herself  tellin'  me  I  had  a  cockM  nose  an'  squinted;  an'  the 
flips  uv  girls  sayin'  I  was  gettin'  consaited  because  the  offioera  winked 
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ftt  flMy  bedid  wid  the  fair  timptakion  an*  jealously  I  had  to  get  rid  of 
ihe  fanuljr 

"  TonVe  bad  yer  tbriala  any  way  Norah  Honrigan,''  ejaculated  Mrs* 
Farrell  with  a  sigh  like  the  sough  of  the  south-west  wind  through  a  stack 
of  smoke  guards. 

"  Thrials — tbrue  for  you  Maam, — I'll  take  another  thimbleful  Biddy 

tsthure! — ^thrials— oh — bedad  I  have  an'  only  for  the  constitewshion  I 

hare,  the  last  one  I  bad  would  have  kilt  me  intirely.     I  wint  to  a  doc* 

Ihor'a  next— «n  ould  sawbones  up  in  the  Square  therci  one  uv  yer  five* 

shillin'  ray-formers  he  called  himself,  all  plate  glass  an'  brass  knocker  | 

thin  there  was  the  Visithors  bell,  an'  the  Sarvints  bell,  an^  the  Night  belly 

an'  the  Patients  bell,  till  the  doore  way  was  as  full  uv  handles  as  a  chest 

QT  dhrawers,  the*  the  divil  resave  the  bell  bud  one  was  to  all  the  handles} 

thin  there  was  chalk  an'  wather  at  a  shilling  a  bottle,  an'  bread  pills— 

oh  I  jez  needn't  be  staring'  at  me,  many  a  time  I  seen  him  rowlin'  a  long 

pipe  stopper  uv  dough,  an'  cuttin'  id  into  bits,  rowlin'  thim  up  betune  his 

finger  an*  thumb,  dippin'  em  in  gum,  aftber  which  the  gildin'  id  stick 

to  thim  as  bright  as  a  new  six-pence,  whin  a  bit  of  flour  in  a  bewtiful 

pink  box. — OchI  the  very  look  uv  thim  id  care  you  I  an'  half  a  crown  a 

a  box  was  cheape  for  the  throoble  uv  making  thim  :  well  the  patients 

id  be  left  vittin*  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  front  parlor,  besides  a  reg^ler 

levee  in  the  hall,  whilst  hisself  an^  the  wifb  id  be  sittin'  in  the  back  par* 

lor,  she  maybe  sewin'  a  button  on  his  dane  shirty  an'  he  takin'  a  penny 

read  uv  the  momin's  paper  ;  thin  he'd  givd  a  groan,  an'  she  mumble  out, 

an*  be^d  screech,  an'  all  the  while  the  poor  people  thkt  wor  waitin*  id  be 

thremblin*  in  their  skins,  thinkin'  he  was  curin'  some  mortial  disease : 

oh  I    they  wor  full  uv  desait  as  a  decayed  orange.     Well  my  dears,^- 

first  their  tay  was  goin',  tho'  they  ntver  git  more  nor  a  quarther  uv  a 

pound  at  a  time,-  which  I'd  scorn  to  touch  ;  thin  their  sperits  wa4 

wathered,  jist  as  if  I'd  do  sich  a  thing ;  bud  last  uv  all  what  d'ye  thinly 

— *half  a  doien  uv  ther  pewther  spoons  wor  gonel  well  now  I'm  not  suf- 

prixed  at  yer  lookin'  at  me  Biddy  ;  silver  spoons  indeed  I— ^ohl  no-^ 

Jarmin  silver — no  nor  half  as  good!  id' be  on  the  vartue  o'  my  oath  they 

wom't  silver  anyhow  by  the  feel  uv  thim, — silver  spoons  ind^dl — oh! 

they  wor  a  cruel  desaitful,  low   vindictive  crew  I— -Pewther  s)troons  they 

wor, — that  Til  persevare  in  to  the  day  uv  my  death, — an'  what's  mor^ 

there  was  only  five  uv  thim — tho*  they  swore  there  was  six  ;  an'  I  ax 

you  now  Mrs.   Farrell,  /  ax  you  Ma'am,  before  this  daycint  young  girl 

here  (thump,  thump,  thump  on  the  table  until  the  glasses  rung  ogain,) 

1  ax  you,  M<£am — suppose  they  did  find  a  few  dew-plicates  in  my  thrunk, 

an*  suppose  they  wor  for  silver  spoons  idself,  what  was  that  to  thim  I'd 
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like  to  know,«-EhI — what  do  you  say  to  that  Eh? — how  did  they  knovr 
hud  I  meant  to  return  the  spoons  whin  I  was  done  wid  thim, — htid  nor 
my  dear!  oh  I  no  my  deart — Vm  high  whin  my  feelios  is  rizy—ohr  no,  1 
left  thtm  before  they  robbed  meV 

Whilst  Miss  Hourigan  was  enlightening  her  audience  with  personal 
reminisences,  the  well  coated  gentleman  of  the  morning  had  a  yery  con- 
fidential interview  with  John  Bagshaw,  Esq,,  Lower  Mount  Street,  m 
the  city  of  Dublin,  which  seemed  to  be  highly  satisfactory  to  both  parties, 
as  the  former  personage  took  his  leave  in  apparent  glee,  and  departecl 
with  much  more  haste  and  appearance  of  business  than  when  first  he 
sought  the  domicile  of  the  Esquire  in  question. 

The  next  morning  Biddy  dressed  in  her  best,  and  looking  aboat  a» 
modest  and  retiring  as  a  sunflower,  made  her  appearance  at  No.  5,  and 
was  duly  presented  by  Miss  Hourigan  as  the  young  person  from  the 
country  whom  she  had  spoken  about;  but  whether  Biddy's  colossal  sta- 
ture,  or  the  prospect  of  having  to  supply  two  such  appetites,  or  jealousy 
of  her  good  looks,  or  whatever  it  might  be,  the  Lady  of  the  MansioD 
shook  her  head  and  declined  becoming  the  Mistress— even  of  so  willing^ 
a  hand-maiden,  for  Biddy  volunteered  to  do  every  thing  from  polishing^ 
the  door  scraper  to  scouring  the  chimney-pots.  Here  was  a  pretty  down 
fall  to  her  hopes,  a  nice  termination  to  Norah's  fine  promises,  and  poor 
Biddy  dissolved  into  a  water-fall,  as  she  stood  with  she  of  the  house 
of  Hourigan,  aghast  upon  the  door  steps. 

"  Come  to  me  at  8  o'clock  this  evening  Biddy  dear,  keep  up  yer 
sperits; — but  tut— dont  be  foolisht^ scrape  at  the  railins  whin  ye  come— > 
I  want  ye  to  do  somethin'  for  me!" 

Poor  Biddy  bent  her  steps  towards  her  lodgings,  broken  down  and 
dispirited,  almost  without  friends^  with  a  slender  purse,  many  weary 
miles  from  her  home,  her  heart  was  tortured  with  a  thousand  doubts, 
and  mighty  misgivings  as  to  the  future.  Oh,  that  she  had  one  kindred 
human  being  to  disburthen  her  woes  to,  to  have  a  consolatory  chat  with; 
but  no,  the  houses  and  the  streets  wore  a  stately,  cold,  uncharitable 
aspect}  she  felt  herself  indeed  a  wanderer  in  a  strange  land,  she  should 
have  to  fell  back  on  Mrs.  Farrell,  but  then  that  respectable  old  personage 
had  not  found  favour  in  her  sight ;  she  had  arrived  at  that  time  of  life 
when  participation  in  sorrow  invariably  involves  thirst,  and  Biddy's  pru- 
dence whispered  to  her  to  husband  her  resources  ;  where  then  should 
she  turn  to  for  sympathy  and  consolation.  At  this  moment  she  caught 
a  glimpse  of  a  frieze  coat,  the  native  «  ould  counthry"  frieze,  and  as 
good  a  lookin'  slip  of  a  boy  under  it  as  ever  flourished  an  Alpeen  at  the 
"    of  Try  one;  it  was  a  sunburst  through  the  cloud  of  misfortune,  the 
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«giit  of  that  eoat{  she  blubbered  a  smile  through  her  g^ef,  should  she 
speak  to  bim — he  was  a  dayeiot  looking  chap,  arrah,  what  matther  what 
aaj  body  said! — She  was  spared  auy  imprudent  advances  however,  for 
with  a  grin  that  revealed  a  ridge  of  teeth  that  would  have  worried  the 
toughest  beefsteak  in  all  creation,  and  screwing  up  his  jolly  innocent 
looking^  face  into  ail  manner  of  mirthful  wrinkles,  he  took  a  hop,  step, 
and  jamp,  and  with  a  loud  *'  Whoo-murtherl"  seized  Biddy*s  hand  in 
ix>th  of  his  and  shook  it  until  tears  hopped  off  her  cheeks  like  drops 
off  a  duck's  back. 

"Buy-an*-bouns,  Biddy  Delany,  is  it  yerself— or  yer  ghost  (cuu/e, 
a  purty  heavy  one  any-how,)  why  thin  id*s  every  rib  in  my  body  is 
janiined  in  smash  wid  the  batin^  uv  my  heart  the  moment  the  sight  uv 
ybo  crassed  my  eyes;  arrah  thin  how's  the  Fannin's,  an'  the  Rooney's, 
an'  the  Considines,  an'  the  Brady's,  an'  the  Cassidy's?  How's  Father 
Phil  Moran  an'  the  co-ajuthor?  Is  Barny  Flanagan  marr'ed  yit?  Is 
Nosy  Casey  coortin  as  nsh'al  (shake,  shake!)  arrah  bad  cess  to  me  bud 
Fin  cruel  glad  to  see  you!  did  you  come  by  the  thrain?  How*s  yer  Aunt 
Rate?  What  are  ye  doin>  wid  yerself?  Whose  livin^  in  Throt  Cooghan  s 
farm  now?  (shake,  shake,  shake,)  oh!  by  the  leppin'  man  I'm  fairly 
conflosthrated  wid  joy  at  seein'  anybody  from  the  ould  ^ot,  an'  yerself 
in  particklarl  (asides  divil  a  lie  in  that  anyhow.)" 

**  Why  thin  I'm  well  I  thank  you  my  man!  ''  answered  Biddy  struck 
all  of  heap  at  the  knowledge  displayed  by  her  new  acquaintance!  '*  Bud 
if  I  might  beimpident  enough  to  ax— -who  are  you?  " 

**  Arrah  to  be  shure  I  forgot  all  aboat  it — dou't  ye  remimber  Nosy 
Casey's  mother's  brother's  son  ?  "  ^ 

A  pause  during  which  both  parties  drew  back  at  arms  length,  Biddy 
gazing  at  the  stranger  as  if  her  eyes  were  corkscrews,  a  scrutiny  which 
he  met  with  his  head  thrown  on  one  side,  his  chin  drawn  in  so  as  to 
form  a  benevolent  looking  double  appendage,  and  his  mouth  in  the  shape 
>f  a  horse  shoe,  of  which  the  outer  corners  of  his  eyes  seemed  the  ends, 
^  smile  travelling  along  it  ingenious  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  astute 
ihysiogoomist. 

'*  Is  id  whose  father  was  thransported?"  exclaimed  Biddy. 

**  He  immigrated  Biddy  jewel — immigrated  shure  enough." 

"  An'  you  are  —  young  Dinny  Casey?"  A  wink  that  would  have 
split  a  pig's  eye  with  the  intensity  of  its  cunning  was  the  answer. 

*'  That^  used  to  be  purshuia  uz  up  the  boreen  at  the  end  of  the  chapel 
whinever  we  wint  to  house  the  geese?*'  The  other  eye  did  duty  this 
time,  backed  by  a  truth  clinching  nod. 

"  Ye  spake  like  a  book  Biddy,  divil  a  time  you  open  yer  mouth  bud 
yer  put  me  in  mind  uv  a  fortin- teller!" 
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"Tellin'  here  or  telliD*  there!"  said  Biddy,  '<bedad  my  own  heart 
WEB  leppin'  whin  I  seen  the  frieze  coateen  I*' 

'^  To  say  nothing  uv*  the  face  that  was  growin'  on  the  top  uy  id  as  red 
an>  as  rosy  as  a  poppy  in  a  whate  field  !**  said  Dinny  with  a  leer. 

*'Don^t  be  consaitin'  yerself  Misthur  Casey!**  rejoined  Biddy  with  a 
look  of  admiration  at  her  athletic  countryman. 

*'  Faiz  an*  ids  myself  that*s  ashamed  of  bein*  seen  walkin*  wid  you ;" 
said  Casey  "  for  my  brogues  is  ondaycint  wid  the  mud,  bud  shure  1*11 
slip  home—" 

**  Niyer  mind  !'*  exclaimed  Biddy  in  alarm  at  the  idea  of  losing  her 
new  ally,  "  honest  mud  is  betther  than  roguish  plaisther  uv  Paris, — an' 
what  are  you  doin'  wid  yerself  Dinny?** 

'*  Why  thin  I  was  Inspecthor  uy  the  houses  unther  the  ould  crapara- 
tioD,  bud  since  the  new  chaps  kem  in  they  promoted  me  to  be  oyerseer 
uy  payemints!*' 

"  May  I  neyer — well,  well,  bud  that  is  grand  !  ** 

"  An*  if  ye  want  a  friend — bedad  Fm  at  yer  back— -bud  what  do  you 
Bay  Biddy  Mayoiurneen  if  for  ould  acquaintance  sake  we  saymint  our 
friendship?" 

After  some  little  show  of  bashful  hesitation  Idlss  Delany  suffered  her- 
self to  be  entertained  in  a  conviyial  manner  by  Mr.  Casey,  during  ^he 
enjoyment  of  which  she  confided  to  him  all  that  had  occurred  to  her, 
and  was  delighted  with  the  patience  with  which  he  listened  to  all  she 
had  to  say,  and  about  Norah  Hourigan  in  particular. 

''Ye '11  take  another  toothful  Biddy  alanna, — throth  you  will  now?— 
it  *ill  do  you  a  power  o*  good,  an'  rise  the  sperits  in  youl*' 

"  Not— one — dhrop — more — Misther  Casey — I  thank  ye  I**  answered 
Biddy  emphasizing  each  word  of  her  refusal. 

«  Just  as  much  as  *id  damp  a  midge'-s  wing  !*' 

'' Arrah  be  aisy  man  wid  yer  ooaxin*,  d*ye  want  me  to  be  walkin^ 
about  the  sthreets  in  a  state  of  intoxlication?" 

**  Well  now  mind  what  I  was  tellin*  you,  don*t  mention  my  name  to 
Norah  Hourigan,  bud  see  what  she  wants  you  to  do  for  her.  She*8  too 
fine  a  lady  for  the  likes  uy  me,  niyer  fear  bud  1*11  get  you  a  situation, 
niyer  fear,  bud  in  the  mane  time  keep  in  wid  her!** 

''  I'm  afeerd  she*s  not  sinsare  in  her  friendship!**  said  Biddy. 
%  "  I  wouldn't  giye  you  a  carlicue  for  such  friendship!**  answered  Dinny, 

X'         **  bud  just  find  out  what  she's  goin'  to  do  for  you  at  all  iyintsi** 

{To  bfi  continuetL) 
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Ro^al  Cork  Ytiehl  Club, — At  a  gcDeral  meeting  of  this  club,  in  February, 
T.  6.  French,  Esq.,  Admiral  of  the  club,  presided.  It  is  usual  at  this  period 
of  the  year  to  hold  such  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  the  time  for 
the  Cork  Harbour  regatta,  and  a  committee  to  carry  it  out.  The  early  an* 
QooncemeBt  of  the  regatta  thus  prevents  it  clashing  with  others,  which  ia 
rexy  demrable ;  and,  if  the  club  committees  and  the  several  regatta  com- 
mitteea  would  communicate  with  each  other,  much  more  sport  and  a  greater 
attendance  of  yachts  would  be  the  result  at  the  different  meetings  throughout 
theseaaoo. 

lo  the  case  of  this  club,  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  good  assemblage  will 
be  present  on  the  19th  and  20ih  July,  as,  in  i^ddition  to  the  numerous  prisea 
Dsually  given,  two  cups  of  uncommon  interest  will  be  run  for.  One  of 
them,  valae  100  guineas,  will  be  presented  by  William  Wise,  Esq.,  whose 
liberality  daring  his  sojourn  in  Ireland  is  the  theme  of  praise  from  all  who 
have  the  pleasure  of  bis  acquaintance.  It  is  expected  that  this  cup  will  be 
open  to  all  yachts,  as  the  worthy  donor  is  anxious  to  secure  a  numerous 
attendance  of  yacht  owners. 

The  other  cup,  which  is  presented  by  Captain  James  Ellis,  of  the  83rd 

Hegt.,  and  Captain  James  Williams,  of  the  28th  Regt.,  both  of  them  at 

present  in  India.    To  this  cup  there  is  quite  a  romance,  which  is  thus 

given : — Some  few  months  ago,  500  men  of  the  28th  Regt.  attacked  the 

poratical  fort  of  Buite,  on  the  Coromandel  coast,  held  by  the  Waghlers,  who 

at  sundry  times  had  given  great  annoyance.    The  gallant  28th  Regt.  made 

short  work  of  it,  and  aAer  driving  them  out  took  possession  of  the  place.    A 

box  was  found  in  the  fort,  the  contents  of  which  turned  out  to  be  a  beautiful 

^p  of  the  finest  silver,  worth  about  £50,  and  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 

Capt  Williams,  who  had  been  quartered  in  Cork  and  Queenstown  in  1858, 

•nd  though  far  away,  he  never  forgot  the  friends  he  left  behind.    Some  short 

time  previous  to  this  Captain  Ellis,  a  well  known  and  respectable  member  of 

the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  and  whose  family  reside  at  Queenstown,  had 

Vientioned  that,  on  leaving  Ireland,  he  had  promised  to  send  a  present  to  the 

club ;  and  the  moment  Captain  W.  got  the  cup  they  arranged  that  they 

^uld  aend  it  conjointly,  as  a  present  to  be  run  for  at  the  regatta  by  yachts 

belonging  aolely  to  members,  and  the  committee  are  determined  to  carry  out 

their  wishes  in  every  particular. 

A  unanimous  vote  was  passed  to  these  gentlemen,  and  also  to  Mr.  Wise, 
tfter  which  the  subscription  lis.t  was  opened,  and  it  was  quickly  and  geae* 
voosly  responded  to. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Admiral  French,  for  his  libera}  and  gene- 
rous support  on  all  occasions. 

Kayal  St.  George's  Yacht  Cktb, — A  strong  muster  of  members  at  the 
meeting  on  the  7th  nit.  proved  the  great  interest  they  have  for  the  well-doing 
of  this  dob.    A  ballot  look  place  for  the  jEbllowicg  gentlemen :— Lieut. -Col. 
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Dowen  Hugh  Lyndock,  —  Barton,  Esq.,  N.  Arnold,   Esq ,  cutter  yacht 
Nymph,  and  T.  Croshie  Goff,  Eaq 

The  regatta  in  Kingstown  Harbour  will  this  year  be  held  under  the 
auspices  of  this  club,  and  will  take  place  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  July«  a  few 
days  prior  to  the  Cork,  and  will  thus  enable  the  yachts  to  attend  both.  And 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  unbounded  liberality  of  the  Irish  clubs, 
who  throw  open  their  portals  to  all  yacht  owners,  we  shall  be  disappointed 
if  there  is  not  a  strong  muster  on  the  waters  of  Dublin  Bay.  The  prizes 
will  be  many  and  valuable,  and  suitable  to  all  classes  of  racing  tonnage  afloat 
Several  new  vessels  are  expected  to  compete,  therefore  great  interest  will  be 
taken  in  the  different  matches. 

Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club. — We  have  not  been  able  to  notice  the  various 
meetings  for  some  time  past,  therefore  we  may  be  excused  for  inserting  a 
proposition  which  emanated  from  James  Thomson,  Esq.,  in  January  last,  and 
was  to  the  following  effect : — *'  That,  with  a  view  to  aid  the  Government  iu 
its  measures  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  our  national  defences,  and  more 
particularly  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  seamen  to  join  the  reserve  force  of 
the  Royal  Navy  Volunteers  about  to  be  established,  the  yacht  owners  of  this 
club  be  requested,  in  manning  their  vessels  for  the  ensuing  season,  to  give 
the  preference  to  men  who  have  enrolled,  or  are  willing  to  enrol  themcelves 
in  the  Rpyal  Navy  Volunteer  Reserve ;  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  select 
their  crews  exclusively  from  that  body.     Further,   that  the  secretary   be 
instructed  to  communicate  with  the  yacht  owners,  and  prepare  a  list  (to  be 
suspended  in  the  club  room)  of  such  as  shall  approve  of  giving  effect  to  this 
resolution.**    This  proposition  was  unanimously  carried ;  and,  if  generally 
adopted,  may  be  of  some  service  to  the  State,  or  it  may  cause  a  great  falling 
off  of  yacht  sailors.    Should  this  latter  be  the  case,  yacht  owners  would  be, 
as  our  American  friends  say,  in  a  *^  tarnal  fix.** 

The  second  meeting  this  year  was  held  on  the  1st  of  February,  at  the 
Club-house,  St.  James*,  the  noble  Commodore  presiding.  AfVer  the  con- 
firmation of  the  minutes  and  election  of  several  new  members,  a  notice  of 
motion,  advocating  the  desirability  of  forming  one  committee  of  management 
in  lieu  of  the  two  committeeA  as  at  present,  was  discussed,  and  resulted  in  a 
unanimous  vote  **  That  at  the  March  meeting  one  committee  of  management 
shall  be  chosen  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  club,  in  place  of  the  sailing  and 
house  committee,  as  constituted  fot*  some  time  past ;  the  said  committee  to 
have  the  power  to  appoint  sub-committees  for  sailing,  house,  library,  or  such 
other  purposes  as  may  be  deemed  necessary." 

The  club  voted  iSlO  to  the  Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution,  being  the 
fifth  donation.    The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  March  7. 

The  jBo//.— This  annual  festivity  came  off  on  the  1 4th  (St.  Valentine's 
erening),  and  it  is  needless  to  say  more  than  that  it  sustained  the  high 
Iv  aristocratic  fame  of  its  predecessors.  The  Hanover  Square  Rooms  were 
brilliantly  illuminated,  and  some  400  enjoyed  with  much  spirit  the  pleasures 
of  the  evening.  R.  S.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  presided  at  the  supper  table,  which 
was  very  tastefully  arranged.   The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  liberally  responded 
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ta    The  dancing  was  afterwards  resumed,  and  contiDaed  until  five  o'clock, 
when  the  National  Anthem  cloaed  the  gay  and  festive  scene. 

Hoyal  London  Yacht  Club — On  the  20th  alt.  a  numerous  meeting  of  this 
dob  was  held  at  the  head-quarters,  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  John-street, 
Adelphi,  the  worthy  and  much  esteemed  Commodore,  A.  Arcedeckne,  Esq,, 
is  the  chair,  £aced  by  the  liberal  Vice.  T.  Broadwood,  Esq. 

The  usaai  routine  of  the  monthly  business  was  transacted ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  admitted  to  membership: — Colonel  Cumberlege 
yacht  Psyche,  20  tons ;  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Williams,  Mr.  E.  Harbour,  Captain 
Jay,  Mr.  Hogh  Mair,  M.  Emil  Rettig,  and  Mr.  J.  Harris. 

The  Commodore  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  in  proposing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  stewards  of  the  late  ball,  and  with  that  he  coupled  the  name 
of  Mr.  Phillips,  which  being  rapturously  carried,  the  last-named  gentleman 
Slid — **  The  honour  done  hitn  and  his  colleagues  was  fully  appreciated  by 
them.     They  had  done  everything  that  lay  in  their  power  to  insure  the  com- 
fcrt  of  those  who  attended  on  that  occasion,  and  the  only  difficulty  they  had 
experienced  was  in  curtailing  the  numbers,  it  being  a  source  of  much  regret 
to  them,  that  to  ensure  that  comfort  they  were  compelled  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  tickets  to  400,  when  they  could  have  sold  at  least  200  more.     But  the 
stewards  considered  it  would  be  better  to  disappoint  a  portion  rather  than 
crowd  the  rooms  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  those  who  were  the  fortunate 
possessors  of  the  early  issue  of  tickets.     The  ball  was  highly  successful,  and 
he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  add  that  the  arrangements  had  given  general 
saiis^tion  ;  and  there  was  a  halance  of  £20  to  be  added  to  the  club  funds." 
Mr.  Alexander  Crossley  rose  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  the  club  a  new 
invention — ^an  anchor.     He  said — *'  In  all  things  appertaining  to  yachting 
he  felt  great  interest,  although  he  could  not  be  considered  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  word  a  great  yachting  man  ;  but  it  afforded  him  great  pleasure  to  be 
the  means  of  introducing  to  the  club  that  evening  a  new  patent  anchor,  con- 
structed on  an  entirely  different  principle  from  every  other  anchor  previously 
^ittd ;  and  as  a  proof  of  its  superiority  over  every  other  anchor,  he  had  but 
to  inform  them  so  great  was  the  demand  for  the  new  invention  that  it  could 
not  be  made  fast  enough,  or  that  while  the  world  in  general  was  buying  a 
v^Ty  superior  anchor,  the  patentee  was  fast  making  his  fortune.     Ihe  Royal 
I«ondoo  Yacht  Club  was  alvfays  most  proud  to  have  among  its  members  those 
nien  vsho  hy  their  great  talent  and  other  good  qualities  had  raised  themselves 
to  eminence,  and  the  meeting  would,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  learn  that  the 
inventor  and  patentee  of  this  anchor  was  M.  Emil  Rettig,  who  on  his  (Mr. 
Crossley 's)  proposition  had  been  elected  a  member  that  evening  (hear.) 
The  public  tests  this  anchor  had  undergone  in  the  presence  of  those  fully 
capable  of  judging  of  its  importance  were  the  best  proofs  of  its  worth,  and 
lie  would  tell    them  that  M.  Rettig,  having  submitted  his  anchor  to  the  ! 

Triuity- House  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  they  had  given  him  without   the 
slightest  hesitation  the  following  certificate: — 

**  *  We,  the  undersigned  members  and  brethern  of  the  Trinity  House,  New- 
Ctttle-on-Ty  ne,  having  witnessed  the  several  trials,  as  stated  above,  do  not 
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hesitate  to  express  our  most  complete  satisfactiou  at  the  results,  aod  at  the* 
same  time  to  declare  our  full  coDviction  of  the  astoDishing  superiority  in 
eTery  respect  of  Martin*s  patent  anchor  over  all  those  in  present  use,  both 
in  a  national  and  commercial  point  of  view.  In  fact,  by  the  general  adop- 
tion of  Martin's  patent  anchor,  many  valuable  lives,  as  well  as  much  valunble 
property,  would  be  preserved  from  destruction. — T.  B.  Bell,  Master;  J. 
Gordon,  Deputy  Master;  W.  Bell,  b.b.i  J.  Kelly,  b.b.;  R.  Watson,  b.b.  ;  W. 
Taylor,  b.b.  ;  J.  Swan,  B.B.;  R.  Airey,  J.J.  Robertson,  J.  Purves,  J.  Currie, 
Secretary.' " 

Mr,  Crossley  then  said  *'  that  the  model  of  the  anchor  would  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  members,  and  he  thought  it  would  meet  their  approbation, 
more  especially  when  his  friend  M.  Rettig  bad  explained  more  fully  the 
nature  and  properties  of  the  invention.** 

M.  Rettig,  after  placing  before  the  meeting  a  paper  containing  numerous 
experiments,  said — "  He  did  not  think  be  could  give  them  a  better  ezplana* 
tion  than  the  anchor  itself  would  afford,  after  they  had  carefully  examiaed  it. 
He  could  only,  in  endeavouring  to  point  out  the  superiority  of  his  inveDtioo, 
appeal  to  facts  which  had  been  slightly  touched  upon  by  his  kind  fnend  Mr. 
Crossley,  in  bringing  himself  and  the  anchor  to  their  notice,  and  the  facta 
were  these  :-*The  anchor  had  been  submitted  to  several  public  trials,  and 
had  been  found  most  serviceable  in  eyery  respect,  and  a  great  deal  better 
than  all  other  anchors  now  in  use.     A  great  deal  might  be  said  upon  anchora 
of  the  present  day,  of  which  there  were  many  sorts.     First  of  all  there  was 
the  old  Dutch  anchor ;  then  there  was  the  Admiralty  anchor,  which  bad 
been  for  years  used,  not  only  in  the  English  navy,  but  all  over  the  world ; 
and  besides  these  there  were  some  patent  anchors,  foremost  among  which 
were  Trotman's  patent  and  Rodgers's  patent.     Trotman's  having  been  cod- 
aidered  up  to  the  present  time  the  best,  and  in  this  he  fully  concurred*  but 
he  was  happy  to  be  enabled  to  say  that  he  had  beaten  both  Trotman's  and 
Rodgers*8,  and  in  this  manner :  Having  two  flukes  always  in  the  ground*  its 
holding  power  became  enormous  compared  with  others ;  thus  the  holding 
power  was  nearly  100  per  cent,  more  than  the  ordinary  anchor;  7^  per  cent, 
more  than  either  Porter*s  or  Rodger8*s  patents,  and  50  per  cent-  more  than 
Trotman's.     That  was  the  first  advantage  possessed  by  his  anchor.     Then 
while  tlie  holding  power  became  much  greater  than  any  other,  his  anchor 
would  also  bear  a  strain  of  50  per  cent,  more  than  the  strongest  now  made. 
Next,  from  the  nature  of  its  construction,  the  operations  of  tripping  and  fish- 
ing the  anchor  were  much  more  easily  effected  than  with  any  other.     Hia 
anchor,  too,  was  much  lighter  than  any  other ;  he  might  have  made  it  50 
per  cent,  lighter,  but  in  order  to  be  on  the  safe  side  he  bad  only  made  it  33 
per  cent.     He  felt  a  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  he  did  not  come  before 
them  a  stranger  to  the  noble  art  of  yachting ;  be  bad  ever  taken  a  great 
elight  in  it,  and  had  been  a  boating  man  12  years  in  the  Mediterranean) 
efore  he  came  before  them  with  less  diffidence  than  he  otherwise  should 
hav^done  (hear,  hear)  ;  but  be  must  conclude,  for  he  felt  that  he  had  been 
unneeessarily  detaining  them  (cries  of  No^  no),  and  he  must  again  ask  them 
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t  I'ST""  ""  ""''"'•  "'■'"*  *""'*'  ""*«  •'•*Jf  »»•«*'  understood  th.n 

M.  Rettig  then  showed  the  member,  that  the  fluke,  acted  upon  a  pivot, 

land   .K      '"         ••'^■""^  '''™'"  °"  ^°'^  P"""  <"  fl"^«  went  into  the 

«^  both  arm,  gave  a  man  much  more  ..rength  than  only  using  one.   The« 

.rnt^Th"  .'•'"''""I'"'''"'  "^^  «°o'e«ble.b«t  none  to  .o  great  an 
«tent  .,  thxs.  and  m  no  other  did  both  fluke,  hold,  wh.,«»  his  anchor  must 
»^.nly  ^  wjth  both  flukes,  and.  should  it  fidl  upon  it.  back  or  side,  it 
-ould  .mmedutely  r^jht  itself.  Having  no  stock,  which  was  quite  unnec;.- 
«ty  owing  to  It.  peculiar  construction.  «.d  both  fluke,  being  in  the  ground 

too,  in  order  to  raise  them,  it  was  nece««r,  to  drag  them  along  tiU  they  left 

™«d  and  the  anchor  came  up  straight  or  almost  so.  instead  of  dragging, 
th*r*by  «v,ng  much  time,  and  considerable  wear  and  tear  of  the  anchor! 
fben  this  anchor  by  its  construction,  could  be  taken  to  pieces  and  stored 

TLm^  ^  ?  u'*-'"^  '"  '"*  ""'•P'"  •*"'•  ^y  "'"»''  of  'he  fluke,  being 
moveable  and  its  having  no  stock,  it  could  be  laid  flat,  instead  of  either  the 
no&e  or  slock  standing  out. 

d^X^T'^^^"  '^^  """  '^'«""-  "••^'  Crawshaw,  and  Sons,  of 
Uateshead-on-Tyne,  at  whose  esUblishment  the  anchor  bad  been  tried,  were 
My  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  this  anchor,  which  they  were  manu- 
ftctunng.  To  account  for  the  anchor  bearing  the  name  of  Martin  as  inventor, 
be  murt  say  Mr.  Martin  had  Invented  a  rude  ideh.  which  M.  Bettig  had 
"onght  at  a  great  price,  and  bad  patented  and  improved  upon.  He  concluded 
ftysnnoancing  "that  M.  Rettig  begged  to  present  the  model  of  his  anchor  to 
"W  club.'' 

Mr.  Powell  said—"  From  the  explanation  they  had  heard  from  M.  Rettig, 
M  one  could  fail  to  understand  the  peculiar  construciion  and  superiority  of 
tie  anchor,  and  he  begged  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  that  genUeman  for 
we  preseotation  of  his  model,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  explained 
«»  properties. " 

Mr.  Crossley  seconded  this  proposition,  which  was  unanimously  passed. 

M.  Rettig,  in  reply,  begged  to  thank  th«m  most  sincerely  for  their  kind- 
ness to  him,  in  giving  him  their  vote  of  thanks ;  it  had,  perhaps,  never  fallen 
^  the  lot  of  any  man  to  be  introduced  to  a  ciab  in  a  more  favourable  manier 
"wo  be  had  been  that  evening  j  it  Was  impossible  to  have  been  admitted  to 
•  elub  with  greater  honour  j  and,  in  return,  be  hoped  that,  as  it  was  in  the 
power  of  every  man  to  make  himself  useful,  h«  might  be  one  of  the  most 
Mefal  members  of  the  R.L.Y.a 

The  Commodore  read  a  letter  from  the  Royal  St.  Georges  Vacht  Club 
•jmonocmg  the  annual  regatta  o(  that  club  for  July  11  and  12,  in  Kingstown' 
"Mbour.  and  hoping  that  this  early  intimation  might  influence  the  club  in 
■Mkiog  their  fixtures.     The  Commodore  then  read  another  letter  from  Mr 

Mo.   3. — vol..    IX. 
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Hflier,  the  new  proprietor  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  Erith,  soliciting  the  patronag:^ 
of  the  cluh ;  and  a  third  letter  was  read  from  Admiral  Bullock,  lo  which  he 
earnestly  impressed  upon  the  members  the  necessity  of  employing  no  sailors 
but  those  who  had  taken  or  were  willing  to  take  the  bounty.  A  request 
from  the  chair  that  gentlemen  would  send  books  to  the  new  library,  closed 
the  business  of  the  CTening. 

Tike  BaU. — This  annual  rcTcl,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  prior  pages,  came 
off  on  the  7th  February,  and  was  attended  by  the  elite  of  the  clab,  who 
enjoyed  the  mazy  dance  for  seTeral  hours,  without  the  least  hitch  to  mar 
their  amusement.     Willis's  Rooms  were  as  usual  selected,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion the  arrangements  reflected  great  credit  on  the  stewards.     The  supper 
table  was  liberally  supplied  with  all  the  luxuries  and  delicacies  that  wealth 
could  secure,  and  the  Commodore  was  surrounded  by  many  a  hon  viirani^  and 
the  "feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul**  was  truly  and  literally  carried  oat. 
A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Maxwell  proposed  the  health  of  the  Commodore, 
and  informed  the  company  that  Captain  M'Clintock  had  gii^en  the  name 
Arcedeckne  to  an  island  he  had  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of  the   magnetic 
pole.    We  hope  the  Commodore  will  never  think  of  taking  possession  of  that 
pleatani  island,  as  pow  the  Royal  London  has  ^  got  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.'' 

Prince  of  Walee  Yacht  Club, — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  club  was  held 
at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Queen  Street,  on  Feb.  10th,  when  Vice 
Commodore  Knibbs  presided^  faced  by  Rear  Commodore  Adams.  After  the 
confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  members : — Captain  Donnelly,  (Royal  Danish  Nayy),  Mr.  S. 
Staughton,  Mr.  W.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  6.  Joel,  (Monte  'Videan  Vice  Con- 
sul). The  subject  of  the  opening  trip  came  on  for  discussion,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  Thursday,  April  5th,  the  yachts  should  start  f^om  the  Folly- 
House,  Blackwall,  at  2h.  dOm.,  and  proceed  to  Erith ;  and  that  members 
should  dine  at  the  Pier  Hotel,  at  6  p  m.  Messrs.  J.  Barton,  Chamock,  and 
J.  Webber  were  appointed  stewards. 

Tht  BaiZ.*— The  annual  ball  took  place  on  the  19th  of  January  in  the  great 
ball  of  the  Freemasons*  Tavern,  and  was  patronised  by  about  200  members 
and  their  friends.  If  courteous  stewards,  the  strains  of  lively  music,  and  the 
general  desire  of  the  members  to  please  and  be  pleased,  can  impart  happiness 
to  the  fair  sex,  they  retired  at  a  late  hour  on  the  following  morning  delighted 
from  the  Prince  of  Wales*  Ball. 

Wellington  Yacht  Club  —On  Tuesday  evening,  Feb.  14th,  the  monthly 
meeting  was  held  at  head-quarters,  Don  Saltero,  Cheyne  Walk,  Chelsea, 
^  Vice  Commodore  Guest  presiding,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Burney.    Af)er  the 

usual  confirmation  of  the  previous  minutes.  Colonel  Cumberlege  and  seversi 
^  other  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  membership.  The  rule  which  restricted 
the  amount  of  sails  to  be  carried  was  rescinded,  and  in  all  future  sailiog 
matches  yachts  will  carry  such  sails  aa  the  sailing-master  may  tbiok 
requisite. 

The  annual  report  of  the  club  was  read,  and  showed  a  good  balance. 
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The  amnial  election  of  officers  was  proceeded  with,  and  resalted  io  the 
re-appcdntmeDt  of  Dr.  Diplock  as  Commodore,  Dr.  Guest  as  Vice,  Mr. 
UampCoD  as  Rear,  Mr.  Daniel  as  Treasurer  aud  Secretary,  aud  Mr.  Braith- 
waite  as  Cupbearer. 

The  Commodore  was  unable  to  attend  through  illness. 


IRON  SHIPS  AND  THE  WRECK  OF  THE  ROYAL  CHARTER. 

(tram  tha  Journal  of  the  ^'aiiannl  Lifeboat  Imiitution  .  J 

How  manjr  "  monster  wrecks  '*  has  it  been  our  painful  duty  to  chronicle 
during  the  past  few  years  ]  How  sad  is  the  reflection  that  their  number 
appears  to  be  lather  on  the  increase  than  on  the  decline  1  During  the  pre- 
sent year  alone  have  two  great  ships  perished  on  our  coasts,  each  consiming 
hundreds  of  human  beings  to  a  watery  grave.  But  the  other  day  it  was  the 
oohle  clipper  ship  Pomona,  of  1 ,800  tons,  a  tew  hours  only  out  of  port,  her 
▼oyage  scarce  commenced,  mistaking  a  ilght,  running  on  an  Irish  bank,  and 
drowning  no  less  than  385  of  the  unfortunate  beings  who  had  trusted  in  her. 
To-day  it  is  the  passenger-steamer  Royal  Charter,  at  the  tennination  of  her 
long  homeward  voyage,  thrown  upon  her  native  shore,  and  yielding  no  less 
than  455  of  her  unhappy  inmates  to  the  cold  grasp  of  death,  instead  of 
restoring  them  to  the  warm  embraces  of  long-expectant  relatives  and  friends. 
A  wholesale  destruction  of  life  and  property  under  more  melancholy  circum- 
stances it  is  difficult  to  conceive.  The  Royal  Charter  had  sailed  from  the 
distant  colony  of  Victoria,  in  Australia,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1859,  with 
494  persons  on  board,  the  majority  of  whom  were  returning  emigrants ;  these 
having  at  last  attained  the  object  of  their  distant  pilgrimage,  like  the  laden 
hee  were  once  more  homeward  bound,  carrying  with  them  the  fruit  of  their 
Uibours,  and  anticipating,  maybe,  a  long  and  tranquil  enjoyment  of  the  same 
in  **  their  own,  their  native  land.**  But,  alas !  when  apparently  on  the  point 
of  realisation,  these  natural  but  too  often  vaiu  anticipations  were  scattered 
to  the  winds ;  andj  as  is  in  the  parable  of  old,  to  each  the  awful  mandate 
went  forth,  "  This  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of  thee  I"  This  unfor- 
tunate ship,  on  the  25th  of  November,  having  hugged  too  closely  the  Angle- 
sey coast  in  search  of  a  pilot,  was  caught  in  the  late  fearful  gale  which 
devastated  almost  the  entire  coast  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  compelled  to 
anchor ;  but  carrying  away  all  her  anchoring  gear,  she  drifted  on  the  rocks, 
and  then  quickly  broke  in  halves.  Although  a  line  was  carried  to  the  shore 
by  an  intrepid  and  skilful  swimmer  from  the  ship,  named  Joseph  Rodgers,  a 
Maltese  seaman,  but  few  persons  had  time  to  avail  themselves  of  its  aid  ere 
the  vessel  and  all  beside  were  engulfed  together. 

Two  important  questions  here  naturally  arise  : — Ist.  Was  the  anchoring 
gear — that  is  to  say,  were  the  anchors  and  cables  of  this  ship,  and  are  the 
anchors  and  cables  of  our  merchant  ships  in  general,  of  sufficient  strength^ 
in  sufficient  number,  of  sufficient  weight,  and  sufficiently  in  readiness  for 
immediate  use,  to  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  safety  of  the  vessels 
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and  their  occupants  in  cases  of  emergency?  2d.  Was  this  iron  ship,  and 
are  oar  iron  ships  in  general,  by  their  strength  of  build  and  scientific  con- 
struction, calculated  to  afford,  as  far  as  possible,  safety  to  those  on  board 
them  in  the  event  of  their  coming  into  collision  with  the  shore  or  with  other 
ships  P 

On  the  occasion  of  the  wreck  of  the   Pomona  in  April  last,  we  took  the 
opportunity  to  remark  on  some  of  the  imperfections  of  our  system  of  light- 
house h,  the  loss  of  that  vessel  having  been  previously  occasioned  by  the 
mistaking  one  light  for  another.     The  present  case  affords  an  opportunity 
for  some  reflections  on  the  two  points  above  alluded  to — viz.,  the  presumed 
inefficiency  in  too  many  instances  of  the  ancboring-gear  of  our  merchant 
vessels,  and  the  presumed  insufficient  strength  of  our  iron  ships.     Our  re- 
marks will  be  principally  devoted  to  the  second  point:  on  the  first  we  will 
only  observe,  that  numberless  wrecks  are  occasioned  every  year  by  vessels 
dragging  their  anchors,  or  breaking  their  cables,  and  by  not  having  their 
spare  or  sheet  anchor  clear  for  letting  go.     It  is  therefore  only  a  truism  to 
remark  on  the  importance  of  the  anchoring- gear  of  a  ship  being  carefully 
selected  and  of  proportionate  strength  to' the  duty  devolving  on  it.     1'he  loss 
of  the  magnificent  steamship   Prince,  off  Balaklava,  on   the  coast  of  the 
Crimea,  with  her  immense,  and  at  that  time  invaluable  cargo  of  military 
clothing,  the  destruction  of  which  occasioned  such  deplorable  suffering  and 
loss  of  life  to  our  brave  soldiers  before  Sebasfopol,  was  a  striking  case  in 
point.     Had  her  anchors  been  somewhat  heavier,  and  her  cables  somewhat 
larger,  she  might  possibly  have  rode  out  the  gale  in  safety.     The  loss  of  the 
Royal  Charter  is  another  striking  illustration ;  for  who  can  say  that  if  her 
third  anchor  had  been  clear  for  letting  go,  which  it  appears  not  to  have  been 
(the  ship  not  even  being  fitted  with  a  third  hawse-hole),  who  can  say  that  if 
it  had  been  clear,  and  let  go  in  proper  time,  it  might  not  have  prevented  the 
fearful  loss  of  life  and  of  valuable  property  which  took  place  ?     A  standard 
size  of  anchors  and  cables  proportionate  to  tonnage  :  a  periodical  examina- 
tion and  testing  of  chain-cables,  as  is  practised  in  Her  Majesty's  ships  ;  and 
an  occasional  careful  examination  of  the  anchoring-gear  of  at  least  every 
passenger  ship  by  the  surveyors  of  the  Board  of  Trade  or  of  the  Emigration 
Commissioners,  would  probably  be  the  means  of  preventing  many  wrecks 
and  much  loss  of  life. 

On  the  second  head,  we  need  only  advert  to  the  number  of  iron  ships 
which  have  been  wrecked,  and  have  quickly  broken  up — a  fact  known  to  all 
who  are  conversant  with  the  records  of  our  maritime  losses  during  the  past 
few  years,  to  convince  every  one  of  the  importance  of  careful,  diligent,  and 
scientific  inquiry,  as  to  whether  the  present  system  of  constructing  iron  ves- 
sels may  not  be  greatly  improved  on.  It  has  now  been  practically  as  well 
as  theoretically  shown  that  iron  ships,  as  now  built,  break  up,  generally  by 
separating  amidships,  far  sooner  than  wooden  vessels,  occasioning  thereby  a 
corresponding  increase  in  loss  of  lives.  Of  this  fact  the  cases  of  the  Royal 
Charter  and  of  the  mail  steamer  Indian  are  the  two  most  recent  illustrations. 

Vfe  have,  io  former  papers,  remarked  on  the  too  frequent  want  of  strength 
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and  general  unseawortbiDess  of  our  merchaRi  ships,  as  beiug  in  great  measure 
oecasioned  by  the  usual  custom  of  insuring  vessels  to  their  full  value,  and 
Sfmietiinea  in  excess  of  it,  so  an  to  leavp  the  owners  little  or  no  pecuniary 
iorereet   in  their  safety,  and  inducing  them  to  build  ships  as  cheaply  as 
poeaibte,  rather  than  as  strongly  as  possible.     We  propose,  more  especially » 
te  quote  the  present  case,  as  the  last  instance  amongst  many  of  the  "  insuf- 
ficient strength  of  iron  ships  as  now  built,"  and,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  to 
urge  CD  our  Legislature*  our  Government,  our  shipowners,  our  shipbuilders, 
and  on  onr  countrymen  generally,  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
tbe  necessity  that  exists  for  adopting  a  stronger  mode  of  constructing  iron 
fesaels,  and  especially  those  which  are  employed  for  the  conveyance  of  large 
nombers  of  persons,  such  as  emigrant-ships,  troop-ships,  and  other  passenger 
craft.     It  may  be  replied,  Where  is  the  remedy  ?     If  it  could  be  shown  that 
iron  Teasels  might  be  constructed  in  a  stronger  and  more  desirable  manner, 
sorely  shipowners  would  be  but  too  glad  to  possess  themselves  of  such  an 
improved  article  I     V\  e  fear  that,  as  stated  above,  shipowners  are  not  inte- 
rested in  having  the  best  article,  but  the  cheapest  article.    Viewed  even  in  a 
pecuniary,  and  not  m  a  philanthropic  point  of  view,  the  subject  is  one  of 
national  importance,  for  although,  by  the  system  of  insurance,  the  individual 
may  protect  himself,  yet  every  loss  of  valuable  property  is  as  much  a  loss  to 
the  whole  community  as  it  would  be  it  uninsured ;  the  loss  is  merely  trans- 
ferred to  other  parties,  and  divided  amongst  a  greater  number.     As  to  tbe 
question  of  a  remedy,  it  can  be  easily  made  plain  to  the  meanest  capacity 
that  tbe  art  of  iron  shipbuilding  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  general  scientific 
acquirements  of  the  age,  at  least  so  far  as  strength  and  durability  are  con- 
cerned, which  properties  must  always  be  amongst  tbe  chief  desiderata  in  all 
honian  works.   Hie  great  weakness  of  iron  ships  appears  to  be  their  tendency 
to  hog,  or  break  their  backs,  or  to  break  altogether  asutider  in  the  'midship 
psrt:  they  have  insufficient  longitudinal  strength.     There  is  the  keel,  to  be 
sore,  corresponding  to  the  backbone  of  the  living  animal,  but  which,  never- 
thelesfl,  is  capable  of  great  improvement  and  strengthening.     I  here  are  the 
ribs  and  beams,  corresponding  to  the  ribs  of  tbe  animal,  which  in  the  latter 
keep  the  body  snfficieutly  distended  and  in  shape  to  contain  the  various  vital 
organs  that  sustain  life,  and  which  have  sufficient  strength  in  a  great  measure 
to  protect  them  from  being  crushed  or  injured.   But  the  skin-^tbat  beautiful, 
wondrous,  seamless  garment  which  so  closely  and  marvellously  envelops  the 
animal,  yet  permits  of  every  requisite  movement  of  its  limbs  and  organs,  the 
strength  of  which  is  so  great  that,  even  in  the  smaller  animals,  it  can  with 
difficulty  be  broken,  and  which  in  the  larger,  such  as  the  elephant,  hippo- 
potamus, and  rhinoceros,  is  enormous,  without  the  protection  of  which  the 
animal  frame  would  speedily  fall  asunder — where,  in  the  iron  ship,  shall  we 
find  its  counterpart  f     Can  the  thin  iron  plating,  with  its  numerous  perpen-       y 
dicular  Unes  of  weakness,  occasioned  by  the  numberless  rivetings  of  the  short 
iron  plates,  be  cotnpared  to  the  animal  skin,  without  one  weak  spot  over  its 
entire  surface?     It  cannot  be  so»    Yet  as  far  as  possible  they  should  be 
assimilated,  for  the  same  important  use  is  required  of  each. 
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In  wooden  ships  a  much  nearer  approximation  is  made  to  the  animal  skin, 
since,  owing  to  the  greater  length  of  the  planking,  and  their  narrow neas  aa 
compared  with  the  iron  plates,  the  lines  of  weakness  occasioned  by  the  rivets 
are  avoided.     The  greater  length  of  fibre  of  wood,  and  its  greater  elasticity^ 
may  also  be  soarces  of  additional  strength.     An  apt  illastration   of  the 
strength  of  a  skin  of  planking  only  is  that  of  the  diagonal  system  in  boat- 
building  on  which  principle  the  larger  boats  in  the  royal  navy  are  constructed, 
as  are  also  the  lifeboats  of  the  >iati»nal  Lifeboat  Institution.    Boats  built  on 
this  plan  are  almost  without  rib-timbers,  having  only  a  few  short   floor- 
timbers,  their  double  diagonal  planking  being  relied  on  folely  to  afford  the 
requisite  strength,  and  they  are  known  to  be  the  strongest  description  o€ 
boats.    The  well-known  shipbuilder,  Mr.  Hall,  of  Aberdeen,  has  successfully 
applied  the  same  principle  to  building  wooden  ships,  and  the  Schomberg 
clipper  ship,  of  2,600  tons,  which  was  unfortunately  wrecked  on  the  Aus- 
tralian coast  in  1857,  was  built  on  this  principle  by  Mr.  Hall,   and  was 
supposed  to  be  the  strongest  wooden  ship  in  our  own  or  any  other  merchant 
navy.     Mr.  Ralph  Taylerson,  of  Poit  Glasgow,  has  now  proposed  to  apply, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  same  principle  to  iron  ships,  and  apparently  with  every 
prospect  of  success.    As  the  comparative  shortness  of  the  iron  plating,  which 
we  suppose  is  unavoidable,  prevents  the  application  of  the  principle  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner  as  in  wooden  vessels,  Mr.  Taylerson  places  the  frames, 
corresponding  to  the  timbers  or  ribs  of  wooden  vessels,  in  a  direction  diagonal 
to  the  keel  and  sides  of  the  ship ;  each  frame,  like  the  planks  of  the  diagonal 
boat,  passing  from  the  one  gunwale  across  the  keel  and  up  to  the  other  gun  - 
wale  continuously,  the  iron  plating  being  attached  horizontally,  as  now.     A» 
the  lines  of  riveting,  of  the  planking,  or  lines  of  weakness,  thus  run  diagonally 
or  obliquely  to  transverse  sections  of  th^  ship,  \.  hilst  the  cross  or  deck  beams 
run  parallel  to  such  sections,  and  are  bolted  to  different  frames  on  the  one 
«ide  to  wliat  they  are  on  the  other,  a  manifest  vast  increase  of  strength  to 
the  whole  structure  against  transverse  fracture  is  obtained.     Mr.  Taylerson 
also  introduces  other  improvements,  especially  in  the  keel,  to  impart  further 
strength. 

We  think  the  importance  of  this  subject  cannot  be  overrated ;  and  we 
implore  all  builders  and  designers  of  iron  ships,  whilst  the  loss  of  the  Royal 
Charter  and  of  the  Indian,  and  the  cries  of  their  dying  nnmates,  in  imagina- 
tion, are  yet  ringing  in  their  ears,  carefully  to  consider  Mr.  Taylerson*s 
propositions,  and  to  adopt  them  if  no  better  can  be  discovered. 


YACHTING  INTELLIGENCE. 


The  New  Moon  Lugger  Yacht.— This  noble  specimen  of  a  lugger  yacht  has 
lately  been  launched  and  equipped  for  sea,  by  Messrs.  G.  Tutt  and  Son,  of 
Hastings,  for  Lord  Willoughby  D'Eresby.     This  vessel  combines  all  that  the 
art  of  this  celebrated  firm  can  bestow  on  their  handiwork.     Her  dimensions 
are— length  over  all  136fl.,  on  keel  128  fk„  beam  I8ft.  6in.,  midship  depth 
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12ft,draw8  5ft.  6m.  forward,  and  lift.  aft.  Tonnagr,  220  o.m.  She  is 
fitted  as  a  perfect  lifeboat,  with  air  boxes  and  safety  valves — her  main  deck 
bebg  but  nine  inches  clear  of  the  water  line.  She  looks  very  graceful  on  the 
water,  having  a  long  straight  bow  running  nearly  two-thirds  of  her  length  ; 
her  greatest  breadth  of  beam  being  at  that  point,  she  makes  no  disruption, 
sod  in  the  heaviest  sea  takes  no  water  on  board.  In  her  first  trial  off  Dover, 
she  experienced  the  most  severe  weather,  and  nearly  carried  away  her  masts, 
without  heeling  more  than  six  inches  beyond  her  common  sailing  line.  At 
her  late  trips  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Torbay,  she  has  averaged  from  12^  to 
13  knots  per  hour.  She  has  been  greatly  admired  and  approved  by  the  most 
competent  authorities.  Her  mainsail  contains  1,000  yards  of  18-inch  canvas, 
and  she  is  clench-built,  coppered,  and  copper-fastened  to  her  water  line. 
She  has  excellent  deck  accommodation,  being  fitted  with  benches  seventy-six 
feet  long  on  each  side.  The  New  Moon  is  also  fitted  with  Downton's  patent 
pumps  and  engine,  Newbon  and  Smith's  new  anchor  lift,  and  every  novelty 
proved  advantageous  for  comfort  and  accommodation. 

The  Afaia  Schooner  Yacht, — Mr.  Camper  of  6o»port  has  just  launched  a 
fine  vessel  of  121  tons  o.m.,  for  Captain  W.  B.  Phillimore,  who,  it  will  be 
remembered  by  onr  readers,  lost  the  splendid  schooner  A  lea,  on  the  18th  of 
August  last,  through  the  carelessness  of  a  Jersey  pilot.  The  launch  of  the 
Maia  took  place  in  the  presence  of  the  owner  and  a  numerous  party  of 
friends.  The  ceremony  oi  christening  was  performed  by  Mrs.  Nicholson. 
We  shall  give  her  dimensions  in  our  next. 

The  Loyal  Yacht  Club  — A  new  club  (see  '*  Editor's  Locker**)  has  started 
under  this  title,  which  will  be  confined  to  centre  boards 

The  Norfolh  and  SnffoVt  Club. — This  club  promises  to  be  successful,  and 
although  we  must  not  expect  to  meet  its  yachts  on  the  briny,  except  a  chance 
one  at  Lowestoft  or  at  Yarmouth,  yet  they  have  extensive  waters  on  which 
to  display  inland  yachting  to  perfection.  It  makes  us  sigh  for  the  days  of 
our  youth,  when  we  skimmed  o'er  some  of  those  waters. 

Yachi  Building. — We  are  given  to  understand  that  Messrs.  Ratsey  and  Son 
have  a  schooner  pretty  well  in  frame,  and  numerous  others  ready  to  lay 
down.  Mr.  Camper,  the  builder  of  the  famed  Nancy  Dawdon,  is  also  very 
busy.  And  no  doubt  such  celebrated  constructors  as  Inmao,  Hatcher, 
Fyffe,  &c.,  are  in  no  want  of  orders. 


The  LoTAii  Yacht  Club. 

8,  Pomeroy  Street,  Pimlico,  Feb  13M,  1860. 
Snt. — A  club  has  been  set  on  foot  by  several  gentlemen  for  yachts  built 
00  the  American  centre  board  principle  only,  to  be  called  "The  Loyal 
Yacht  Club.'* 


^ 
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We  are  anxious  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  gentlemen 
owning  yachts  ot  the  above  description,  or  in  any  way  desirous  of  promoting 
the  object  for  which  this  club  is  formed,  -and  shall  be  happy  to  give  any  in- 
formation to  gentlemen  desiring  further  particulars.  ^ 

It  will  greatly  assist  our  endeavours  in  the  formation  of  this  club,  if  you 
will  kindly  give  publicity  to  this  statement  through  the  medium  of  your 

magazine. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c  , 

Barlow  B.  Mooilb, 

Secretary  fro  tern. 
To  the  Editor  H.VM. 


Obitdabt. — Death  has  been  very  busy  in  our  ranks  since  last  season. 
Three  of  the  royal  clubs  have  lost  their  chief  officers — viz.,  the  Yorkshire, 
Lord  Londesborough  (Commodore);  Eastern,  Lord  John  Scott  (Vice- 
Commodore);  and  the  Northern,  John  Houldsworth,  Esq.  (Vice-Commo- 
dore); and  we  regret  to  add  that  several  members  of  different  clubs  have 
ceased  to  exist.  To  notice  each  individually  requires  greater  space  than  our 
Umits  will  allow. 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 


July  n  and  12.— Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  Kingstown. 
M    19  and  20.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  Queenstown. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Cavadiav.— The  practice  in  all  English  racing  cutters,  when  turning  to 
windward,  is  to  work  the  fore  sheet  and  jib  sheet  nearly  together  ;  the  fore 
sheet  in  tacking  should  be  held  on  whilst  the  foresail  keeps  full,  but  the  moment 
the  wind  is  sy^ilt  out  of  the  saU,  the  sheet  should  be  trimmed  over  at  once ; 
unless  when  beating  to  windward  in  a  narrow  channel,  and  when  afraid  of 
carrying  too  much  headway  in  stays— in  such  a  case,  the  fore  sheet  should  be 
kept  standing  and  to  windward.  But  for  taking  the  utmost  out  of  a  properly 
trimmed  racing  cutter,  as  a  general  rule,  when  beating  to  windward,  the  jib  and 
fore  sheets  should  be  worked  as  nearly  as  possible  together. 

R.V.Y.C. — The  subscription  to  the  lifeboat  proposed  by  Commodore  G. 
Holland  Ackers,  to  be  established  at  the  Isle  of  Wight,  is  progressing  favour- 
ably, and  we  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  give  fnrther  particulars  next  mouth. 

Yachting  Soko.— This  has  been  received,  but  too  late  for  insertion  this 
month. — Will  our  correspondent  supply  us  with  a  title,  and  permission  to  set 
it  to  music  after  its  appearance  in  the  April  number.  We  have  a  series  of 
yachting  songs,  which  will  be  published  during  the  forthcoming  season. 

411  cornmumceUioru  to  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Church  St ,  N.  W. 

HUNT,  h.  Co..  Printers,  6.  New  Cburch  Street,  Bdgware  Roa^. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

*<  In  distant  angles  while  the  transient  gales 
Alternate  hlow,  they  trim  the  flagging  sails; 
The  drowsy  air  attentiye  to  retain. 
As  from  unnumbered  points  it  sweeps  the  main." 

Faloonbr. 

No  MATTER  what  amount  of  science,  skill,  and  practical  knowledge 
may  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  hull,  spars,  ballasting,  and 
rigging  of  a  yacht ;  unless  her  sails  receive  the  same  amount  of 
Intention  as  to  the  material  of  which  they  are  composed,  their  cut, 
the  workmanship  bestowed  upon  them,  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
fint  bent  and  stretched,  their  set  upon  the  vessel  when  underway, 
And  particularly  their  dimensions,  all  previous  labour,  anxiety,  and 
time  18  absolutely  thrown  away.  In  fact,  the  yachtsman  has  only 
^o-thirds  of  his  work  done,  and  the  remaining  third  if  lefV  to  depend 
^pon  the  excellence  of  the  other  two,  will  as  certainly  produce  com- 
plete failure.  For  years  British  yachtsmen  travelled  the  old  beaten 
track,  relying  upon  the  skill  of  known  sail-makers  to  produce 
the  best  material,  the  best  workmanship,  and  the  most  efficient 

*  Continued  from  page  92. 
»o.  4.— VOL.  IX.  T 
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shapes ;  they  considered  the  name  of  the  maker  a  suflScient  guarantee 
that  each  article  was  the  best  of  its  kind,  and  if  the  sails  of  one  suc- 
cessful vacht  did  set  a  little  better,  and  enable  her  to  achieve  wonder- 
ful  feats  in  beating  to  windward,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  results 
were  attributed  to  the  superior  skill  and  knowledge  of  setting  them 
displayed  by  her  sailing  master  and  crew.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
in  some  instances  this  held  true,  for  certain  of  our  leading  yacht 
skippers  have  long  been  well  aware  of  the  superior  advantages  of 
well  cut  and  flat  standing  sails,  and  accordingly  bestowed  no  small 
pains  in  the  sail  loft ;  understanding  this  they  took  much  pride  in 
the  setting  of  them,*which  however  was  rendered  comparatively  easy 
owing  to  the  time  and  attention  they  had  devoted  with  the  sail-maker 
in  designing,  and  cutting  them  out. 

All  trades  and  professions  have  their  legitimate  secrets,  and  why 
should  not  yacht  captains:  they  did  not  feel  bound  to  enlighten  others 
at  their  own  cost,  nor  was  it  reasonable  to  suppose  they  should  do  so. 
Once  the  subject  of  flat  standing  sails  became  forced  upon  the  notice 
of  yachtsmen  the  secret  of  many  a  triumph  would  be  laid  bare,  and 
reputation  for  nautical  skill,  that  had  hitherto  stood  unrivalled,  would 
suffer  considerably  in  the  market.  Whatever  knowledge  was  pos- 
sessed upon  the  subject,  and  that  more  experienced  or  enlightened 
individuals  hoarded  up  for  their  own  immediate  ends  and  gloriflca- 
tion,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  it  was  not  applied  so  effec- 
tively as  it  might  have  been;  we  heard  of  what  were  called  flat  standing 
sails,  of  canvas  setting  like  as  though  carved  out  of  sheets  of  ivory,  of 
wonderful  mainsails,  gaff-topsails  as  large  as  mainsails,  and  balloon 
jibs  as  large  as  both  combined;  then  there  was  a  great  slack  foot  to 
these  huge  jibs,  produced  between  the  superabundance  of  canvas,  and 
the  strain  exercised  by  the  sheet,  which  girthed  it  across  from  clew  to 
tack,  notwithstanding  the  reaching  of  the  luff;  there  was  balloon  fore- 
sails as  well  as  balloon  jibs,  with  their  clews  leading  aft  the  mast  in 
similar  proportions,  and  their  after  leeches  shaking  and  shivering  in 
the  most  dismal  manner:  mainsails  were  not  considered  effectual  with- 
out a  slack  foot  hanging  far  below  the  boom,  and  a  preposterously 
rounded  after  leach,  which  flapped  about  when  a  vessel  was  on  a  wind 
in  the  most  astounding  fashion,  and  which  we  were  gravely  told  was  of 
great  utility  as  it  "  humoured  the  wind  in  escaping  out  of  the  sail !" 
The  head  of  the  sail  was  broad  and  consequently  very  square,  to 
enable  a  vessel  to  go  to  windward,  and  then  there  was  the  undeni- 
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able  topsail  with  a  great  square  head,  laced  to  a  yard  heaven  knows 
how  loDg,  but  which  almost  invariably  evinced  a  pre-disposition  to  a 
'  fit  of  the  shivers  the  moment  a  vessel  looked  near  the  wind.  There 
appeared  to  be  an  idea  abroad  as  to  the  essentials  requisite  towards 
eonstituting  the  principal  of  effective  sails,  but  in  the  attempt  to 
apply  them  we  overshot  the  mark,  and  floundered  into  a  quajirmire  of 
eoonnous  spars,  prodigious  sails,  and  fearful  cargoes  of  ballast,  "give 
ber  good  walking  sticks  and  plenty  of  muslin !  "  was  the  cry,  *'  her 
hull  is  fit  to  do  anything !  " 

The  yacht  captains,  despite  their  experience,  fell  into  the  error  of 
supposing  that  whatever  vessel  carried  the  niost  canvas  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  fastest ;  but  to  enable  the  hull  to  stand  up  under  the 
cloud  of  muslin,  shifting  ballast  was  resorted  to,  by  the  assistance  of 
which  races  were  won,  and  vessels  cheated  along  by  a  system  of  nau- 
tical jockeyism,  which  we  flattered  ourselves  was  the  perfection  of 
science  and  skill ;  then  dawned  a  new  era,  and  the  hulls  of  vessels 
b^an  to  receive  increased  attention.  Wave  line  theories  were  pro- 
pounded, which  however  beautiful  in  idea,  and  appropriate  to  the 
production  of  desired  results,  do  not  at  the  present  hour  appear  to 
be  thoroughly  understood  amongst  builders  or  yachtsmen ;  the  dis- 
placement  receiyed  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  beam  was  pro- 
nounced to  be  antagonistic  to  high  speed ;  to  remedy  the  loss  of  sta- 
bility consequent  upon  the  narrowing  of  the  beam,  long  and  deep 
vessels  became  the  order  of  the  day,  with  their  ballast  stowed  very 
low,  and  roetal  keels  and  kelsons,  and  the  adoption  of  lead  to  keep 
them  on  their  legs,  owing  to  their  increased  proportional  depth,  these 
vessels  were  possessed  of  greater  lateral  resistance  and  consequently 
vent  to  windward  of  the  old  beamy  ships,  whilst  from  their  compa- 
rative narrowness  of  beam  and  great  rise  of  floor  their  tranverse 
displacement  being  so  much  reduce<l  enabled  them  to  run  with  a 
speed  far  outstripping  their  ancient  competitors;  occasionally  however 
the  old  ocean  lassies  had  a  hearty  triumph  over  their  juvenile  an«l 
more  fsishionable  rivals,  when  they  got  them  in  a  good  weighty  sea, 
with  a  rattling  gale  of  wind,  the  antiquated  ladies  made  up  for  their 
deficiency  in  speed  by  their  more  weatherly  qualifications,  for  slow 
vessels  are  notably  easy  in  a  rough  sea. 

Next  came  the  sharp  bows,  cut  away  runs,  and  great  rake  of  stern 
posts ;  men  discovered  that  by  increasing  the  draught  of  water,  giving 
a  great  rise  of  floor,  and  raking  the  sternpost,  they  obtained  a  vessel 
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of  a  low  raciog  tonnage,  with  the  deck  room,  spars,  and  spread  of 
canvas  of  a  yacht  10  or  15  tons  lai^r;  in  the  rage  to  accomplish 
this  legalized  cheating  ability,  seaworthiness,  and  all  the  good  quali- 
ties a  vessel  should  possess  were  sacrificed;  daring,  superior  skill,  and 
artificial  appliances  were  to  compensate  for  the  absence  of  these,  and 
yachtsmen  triumphed  in  the  idea  that  a  class  of  racers  were  intro- 
duced that  nothing  could  exceed  in  speed:  canvas  flourished  in  pro- 
portions that  made  sea-faring  individuals  stare:  shot  bags  were  not 
enumerated  singly  but  by  the  ton ;  spars  towered  into  the  skies,  or 
reached  horizontally,  that  made  sailor  men  wonder  how  the  hulls  tliey 
grew  out  of  were  able  to  carry  them ;  we  had  indeed  reached  what 
was  pronounced  to  be  the  desideratum  of  a  racing  yacht«  viz: — the 
least  possible  displacement,  the  greatest  amount  of  stability,  and  the 
maximum  of  the  means  of  propulsion  ;  we  had  a  little  ship  below  the 
water,  and  a  great  ship  aloft,  and  if  she  did  sail  upon  her  beam  ends 
occasionally,  and  was  a  little  wet,  why  it  was  entirely  owing  to  supe- 
rior speed; — speed— speed — ^speed !  that  was  the  cry,  "  their  superior 
speed  must  make  them  wet!*'  it  did  not  occur  to  many  that  it  was 
not  the  speed  that  the  vessels  were  going  at  that  made  them  wet,  but 
the  pressure  of  enormous  ill-fashioned  sails  driving  them  into,  and 
not  over  the  seas,  which  their  cut  away  hulls  were  not  able  to  lift  at. 
The  feats  that  have  been  accoroplised  by  many  of  the  English  racing 
yachts  of  this  description,  and  that  are  still  accomplished  are  perfectly 
astonishing ;  but  then  their  most  brilliant  performances  have  been  in 
smooth  water  and  light  winds ;  when  caught  in  heavy  weather  at  sea 
they  have  behaved  wonderfully,  but  certainly  not  owing  to  their 
own  abilities,  for  they  have  been  just  kept  afloat — living  as  it  were, 
by  the  most  accomplished  seamanship  and  reckless  daring;  they 
passed  fipom  port  to  port  under  storm  canvas,  and  their  owners — 
prudent  men — ^travelled  snugly  in  first-class  carriages;  knowing  that 
British  sailor  men  can  always  be  found  that  will  man  a  coffin  if  it  be 
got  under  canvas,  perfectly  satisfied  at  seeing  their  sideboards  filled 
with  plate,  and  so  far  as  their  nautical  predilections  extended,  a  sum- 
mer day's  cruise,  with  a  "faire  companie"  and  plenty  of  champagne 
in  the  ice-well,  fully  satisfied  them. 

This  system  of  building  yachts  and  sailing  them,  has  been,  and  still 
is  productive  of  serious  injury;  it  has  driven  and  does  drive  good  men 
and  true,  sailors  every  inch  in  principles  and  practice,  from  contend- 
ing for  the  laurels  of  the  deep,  and  it  is  feared  must  continue  yet  a 
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little  while,  until  the  universal  adoption  of  a  proper  system  of  admea- 
surement for  tonnage,  shall  leave  the  yacht  builders  free  and  un- 
shackled to  produce  vessels  that  shall  combine  all  the  necessary 
qnalifications  of  speed,  accommodation  and  sea-power.  The  realiza- 
tion of  this  improvement — so  much  to  be  desired — rests  altogether 
in  the  hands  of  yachtsmen  themselves. 

On  the  1 6th  of  March  1851,  we  were  favoured  with  a  sketch  in 
the  Illustrated  London  News  of  a  yacht  building  at  New  "Xork,  to 
compete  with  those  of  the  old  country ;  the  form  appeared  so  novel 
and  so  entirely  opposed  to  our  notions,  that  very  many  considered 
the  whole  affair  a  piece  of  ^'Barnum'*  or  perhaps  the  freak  of  some 
wild  enthusiast :  *' what  compete  with  English  Yachts?  pooh — pooh, 
she'll  get  well  thrashed  if  she  comes  here!"  were  the  observations 
heard  on  every  side ;  there  was,  not  a  yachtsman  from  the  Island  of 
Unst  to  the  Island  of  St.  Agnes  that  would  not  have  voted  a  straight 
waistcoat  to  the  man  bold  enough  to  declare  that  England  would  be 
defeated — shamefully  beaten — in  a  contest  upon  her  native  element. 
By-and-bye,  however,  tales  .of  Baltimore  clippers,  American  pilot- 
boats,  and  American  clipper  ships  began  to  be  revived,  and  it  was 
discovered  that  there  was  a  real  bona-fide  Yacht  Club  in  New  York. 
Would  this  to-be  renowned  clipper  come  ?    The  New  York  Spirit 
of  the  Times  settled  this  question  on  the  22nd  of  June  by  informing 
ns  that  she  had  actually  sailed,  and  shortly  afterwards  expectations 
feverish  longings  were  appeased  by  the  information  that  the  'Wonder' 
had  actually  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  was  safely  moored  at  Havre* 
Then  the  merry  badinage  was  replaced  by  a  serious  smile ;  for  we 
could  not  any  longer  designate  the  undertaking  as  a  humbug,  a 
British  pilot  had  taken  her  up — had  actually  sailed  in  her^  she  was 
no  myth — no  phantom  ship — but  in  his  eyes  simply  a  *'  wonder**. 
Well,  English  yachtsmen  wondered  what  vessel  was  to  meet  her,  and 
then  the  love  letters  we  had  been  writing  to  ourselves,  were  pro- 
nounced as  a  great  many  documents  of  a  similar  nature  invariably 
are,  to  be  all  '*  bosh!"     Yachting  writers  suddenly  discovered,  before 
the  Yankee  Clipper  made  her  appearance  at  all,  that  we  had  no  large 
vessels  built  in  England  on  new  and  improved  principles  fit  to  com- 
pete with  her,  although  after  thirty  years  of  match  sailing  we  had 
glorified  ourselves  into  the  idea  that  we  were  invincible ;  what  the 
neto  and  inqfroved  principles  were  upon  which  a  vessel  should  be 
constructed  to  compete  with  the  coming  wonder,  we  were  not  en- 
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lightened  upon,  nor  I  suspect  should  we  have  been  had  she  not 
arrived. 

Thursday*  July  31st,  1851,  may  be  logged  down  as  the   com- 
mencement of  a  new  era  in  English  yachting,  on  that  day  the  Ame- 
rica first  made  her  appearance  amongst  us,  and  the  commotion  she 
excited  was  sufficient  proof  that  in  every  respect  she  diflfered  from  our 
notions  of  what  a  fast  sea^going  vessel  should  be.     The  remark  of 
that  veteran  yachtsman,  the  late  Marquis  of  Anglesea,  will  be  re- 
peated amongst  yachting  men  for  many  a  year  to  come,  '*  If  she  is 
right  we  must  be  all  wrong !  '*  said  the  hero  of  many  a  fight  and 
jolly  cruise : — what  a  world  of  meaning  is  comprised  in  this   terse 
remark  of  the  gallant  veteran.    She  proved  herself  right,  and  that  we 
were,  not  all  wrong,  but  very  nearly  so :  had  he  written  a  learned 
disquisition  upon  the  subject  he  coul(l  not  have  hit  it  ofiP  more  com- 
pletely.    Our  first  idea  was  that  the  secret  of  her  success  lay  in  the 
formation  of  her  hull ;  that  long  sharp  entrance,  with  flanched  out 
upper  works,  giving  the  appearance  of  a  great  hollow  in  the  fore-body 
lines,  had  never  been  seen  in  any  English  schooner;  the  position  of 
the  midship  section  was  not  unknown  to  us,  the  formation  of  her 
stern  was  new,  and  her  upright  stern-post  was  at  variance  with  our 
practice.     Our  builders  admitted,  if  not  publicly,  at  least  tacitly, 
that  her  hull  was  perfection;  her  triumphs  over  the  yachts  of  Eng- 
land settled  that  question ;  and  then  almost  every  vessel  of  any 
notoriety  was  hauled  up  on  the  slips  to  receive  the  American  bow, 
yes,  the  American  bow  became  the  desideratum,  and  yachts  with 
afterbodies  of  all  shapes  and  descriptions  were  to  be  converted  into 
out-and-out  clippers  by  removing  the  "cod's  head."     Some  were 
improved  and  some  were  overdone,  such  bows  as  were  produced,  the 
like  ne'er  was  seen  on  this  or  t'other  side  of  Jordan ;  then  lo !  a 
new  light  burst  upon  us — her  canvas !     Aye,  we  were  so  lost  in  rap- 
ture about  the  hull  that  her  canvas  escaped  our  critical  attention  at 
first ;  then  we  discovered  that  such  a  material,  such  a  cut,  and  such 
flat  standing  sails  had  never  been  seen — the  sail-makers  admitted 
frankly  and  honestly  that  their  like  was  never  seen  before. 

A  veteran  skipper  remarked  to  me — **  Ay,  sir,  she  is  a  picture,— 
look  at  her  now  getting  underway,  she  goes  right  up  over  her  moor- 
ings into  the  wind's  eye,  as  if  she  had  a  screw  in  her  tail !  " 

There  was  little  canting  of  her  to  get  her  underway,  a  gentle  diver- 
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gence  and  she  vas  off  like  a  seagull  on  the  wing !  the  same  applied 
to  her  in  fall  career,  once  her  sheets  were  hauled  aft  she  looked  up 
where  she  was  wanted  to,  and  went  the  speed  too.  Her  match  with 
the  Titania  proved  this  more  than  anything.  On  the  run  she  did  not 
exhibit  that  wonderful  performance  that  her  superior  shape  of  hull 
would  lead  one  to  expect,  but  the  moment  both  vessels  started  on  a 
wind  the  America  was  there,  the  Titania  nowhere.  To  what  then 
are  we  to  attribute  the  great  success  of  the  America  ?  The  answer  is 
short, — ^to  the  application  of  untrammelled  practical  experience  in 
erery  detail  in  the  construction  of  a  modern  hull  that  combined  in 
itself  all  the  essentials  of  speed  and  ability,  without  any  reliance 
upon  artificial  assistance,  and  the  fitting  of  that  hull  with  the  means 
of  propulsion  based  upon  the  principle  of  the  minimum  of  cause  with 
the  maximum  of  effect.  Half  the  success  of  the  America  resulted 
from  the  exquisite  proportion,  cut  and  material  of  her  sails,  I  doubt 
much  whether  their  equals  have  since  been  seen. 

The  material  of  which  the  America's  sails  were  made,  deserves 
some  more  distinctive  name  than  mere  canvas.  I  have  a  piece  of  it 
now  before  me  as  I  write,  obtained  for  me  from  the  maker,  by  a  well 
known  New  York  yachtsman  :  when  I  first  received  it  I  remember 
shewing  it  to  a  veteran  of  the  sea,  whose  whole  long  life  had  been 
spent  yachting,  and  who  imagined  there  was  nothing  new  in  that  line 
he  had  not  seen ;  he  had  seen  the  America,  examined  her,  as  he  said 
"  most-super-minutely,"  and  yet  strange  to  say,  further  than  no- 
ticing her  sails  being  very  neatly  cut  and  made,  he  never  noticed  the 
canvas  itself.  When  I  asked  his  opinion  of  it,  his  words  were  few — 
"  A  craft  should  sail  with  stuff  like  that  over  her,  it  is  more  like 
veneer  board  than  canvas." 


(  To  be  eontnmecL) 
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YACHTING  SONG. 

When  the  morniog  light  is  gleaming, 

And  proclaims  the  coming  day; 
When  its  genial  rays  are  beaming, 

On  the  golden,  pathless  way, — 

Oh  I  tis  pleasant  to  be  sailing, 
0*er  the  calm  and  silent  deep, 

With  a  gentle  wind  prevailing, — 

When  the  waves  are  yet  asleep. 

When  on  deck,  at  ease  reclining. 
Light  of  heart  and  free  from  care, 

When  the  sun  is  brightly  shining, 
And  we  drink  the  ambient  air, — 

Then  'tis  pleasant  to  be  sailing, 
0*er  the  ocean,  wide,  and  deep, 

With  a  steady  breeze  prevailing- 
While  our  course  we  onward  keep. 

When  the  evening  shades  are  glowing, 

On  the  gently — Sheaving  tide ; 
And  each  golden  ray  is  throwing 

Fairy- shadows,  as  we  glide, — 
Then,  'tis  pleasant  to  be  sailing. 

On  the  dark,  and  silent  deep, 
With  a  gentle  wind  prevailing, — 

When  the  sea  u  lulled  to  sleep. 

[The  above  song,  written  expressly  for  the  Yachting  Magazine^  will  be  set 
to  Music,  and  published  in  the  usual  form,~being  one  of  a  series  we  intend 
introducing  to  our  patrons,  for  the  amusement  of  their  fair  friends, — to 
enliven  the  dullness  of  a  calm  day,  during  the  yachting  season,  and  a  pleasing 
^Lav   remembrancer  during  the  bleak  winter  of  the  pleasure  of  a  roving  life.] 


141 


CRUISE  TO  THE  BRISTOL  CHANNEL.* 


CHAPTER  IV. 

DuETNO  our  stay  at  Portland  the  wind  had  continued  with  remarkable 
oi>9tioaey  to  blow  smartly  from  the  westward.     One  day  indeed  it  rose 
to  a  pitch  of  Yiolence  which  might  haye  well  been  denominated  a  gale. 
Hiis  broaght  a  number  of  vessels  for  shelter  to  that  qtuet  harbour  of 
lefbge— of  these  not  a  few  were  yachts.     The  handsome  Marina  bound 
like  ourselveB  on  a  cruise  round  the  Land's  End,  we  found  there,  but  she 
stayed  only  a  day  to  water,  when  she  up  sticks  and  away— eeyeral  others 
ilso  had  left.     Still  [the  morning  of  the  17th  August  showed  a  fleet  of 
Deariy  a  dozen  yachts  riding  head  to  wind  under  the  shelter  of  Chesil 
Beach.     Of  these,  the  majority  we  anticipated  were  bound  to  the  west- 
ward like  ourselves,  and  we  hoped  that  the  temptation  of  the  Torquay 
regatta  to  take  place  on  the  19th  and  20th  would  have  induced  them, 
notwithstanding  the  head  wind  and  chopping  sea,  to  have  got  underway 
*ith  the  ebb,  and^all  beat  round  the  Bill  in  company.     The  top  of  high 
water  however  approached,  and  not  a  vessel  but  a  new  looking  uncop-^ 
pered  cutter  of  some  35  or  40  tons,  which  had  arrived  on  the  previous 
evening,  showed  the  slightest   symptom  of  uncovering  their  canvas, 
^e  were  well  pleased  to  have  even  one  companion,  as  it  is  somewhat 
ticklish  work  for  strangers,  beating  round  between  the  Bill  and  the 
Aace,  with  a  heavy  head  sea  on.     We  therefore  delayed  a  little  getting 
underway  till  our  friend  had  his  mainsail  set.     When  this  process  was 
^ected,  thinking  it  likely  he  might  have  the  heels  of  us,  we  lost  no 
iinie  in  getting  our  boats  on  board  and  our  anchor  a-peak.     We  ran  out 
psst  the  head  of  the  breakwater  and  along  the  Portland  land,  till  past 
Bow  and  Arrow  castle  without  a  tack,  but  seeing  broken  water  ahead 
we  thought  ourselves  approaching  rather  near  the  Shambles — not  the 
locality  where  the  famous  Portland  sheep  are  manufactured  into  mutton— 
but  a  dangerous  sho»l  rejoicing   in  that  uninviting   appellation,   we 
pQt  about  and  stood  in  towards  the  island  again .     The  other  cutter 
was  by  this  time  round  the  head  of  ihe  breakwater  and  standing  after 
^'    She   seemed   a  very  speedy   vessel,  of    a  fine  model  and  with 
^^^^tifiilly  cut  sails.     We  were  anxious  that  she  should  shew  us  the 
^fty  round  the  Bill,  and  we  were  therefore  not  sorry  to  see  her  coming 
^p.    She  tacked  before  we  did  and  kept  working  close  up  along  shore, 
standing  on  almost  till  her  bowsprit  touched  the  rocks,  we  followed  her 
^^ample,  and  thus  avoided  the  heavy  overfalls  of  the  Race  which  we 

*  Continued  from  page  47. 
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saw  boiling  and  seething  a  little  to  seaward  of  us.  Of  all  the  Races  we 
bad  seen  this  seemed  the  most  forraidable:  indeed  I  may  say  the  only 
forizndffbre  one,  A  wall  of  water  crested  with  breakers  "  as  white  a» 
the  driren  snow,"  seemed  to  bar  all  progress  to  seaward,  and  we  were 
thankful  to  follow  the  example  of  our  companion,  and  hug  the  rough 
erags  of  the  Bill  as  if  they  were  much  more  to  be  depended  on  than  the 
warring  waters  outside.  Had  it  been  a  Tavern  Bill,  or  still  more  a  Law* 
yer's  Bill,  we  could  not  have  had  more  pleasure  in  shaving  it  close,  than 
we  had  in  increasing  our  intimacy  with  this  friendly  Bill.  This  we  dare 
not  have  done,  notwithstanding  the  recommendation  so  wisely  given  by 
that  admirable  adviser  Lieut.  Hay  In  his  "Channel  Pilot,*'  but  for  the 
example  of  our  fast  neighbour  ^ho  led  the  way  round  in  grand  style,, 
showing  us  the  smoothest  and  brightest  bottom  I  ever  saw  on  a  yacht, 
as  she  careened  over  to  the  potent  breeae. 

So  soon  as  we  were  fairly  dear  of  the  Bill,  ^e  each  shaped  a  different 
course:  our  bright-bottomed  friend  standing  well  out  to  seaward,  while 
we  as  is  our  wont  in  visiting  strange  coasts  kept  more  closely  to  the 
shore.  We  did  this  with  the  more  freedom  as  the  wi^d  seemed  to  have 
a  tendency  to  shift  from  the  west  round  to  the  north.  This  promised 
change  came  in  the  afternoon  when  we  were  off  Beer  Head,  and  placed 
us  a  long  way  to  windward  of  our  friend  who  was  now  almost  hull  down 
to  seaward.  We  ran  merrily  along  the  land  admiring  the  beauties  of 
Sidmouth,  Exmouth,  and  Dawlish,  not  making  the  most  of  the  breeae  by 
keeping  away  for  Torquay  as  we  might  have  done.  The  consequence  was, 
that  while  our  friend  of  the  morning  was  running  into  Torbay  with  the 
last  of  the  breeze  we  got  becalmed  in  Babbicombe  Bay,  listening  im- 
patiently for  hours  to  a  low  booming  sound  which  proceeded  every  now 
and  then  ffom  Teignmouth,  and  which  we  first  took  for  the  discharge 
of  distant  artillery.  What  it  really  was  we  still  remain  in  ignoranoe. 
All  our  efforts  failed  to  get  us  past  the  point,  rejoicing  in  the  euphoDioo* 
appellation  of  Hob's  Nose,  and  about  midnight  we  let  go  our  anchor 
there. 

The  mor-ing  of  the  18th  was  as  quiet  as  the  previous  night  had  been, 
and  although  we  got  underway  about  8  a.m.  it  was  a  couple  of  hoars 
before  we  passed  the  Oar  Stone.  Some  of  the  crew  attracted  by  what 
^Y^  appeared  quantities  of  eggs  had  gone  on  shore  on  this  islet  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  came  off  bringing  with  them  instead  of  eggs,  a  boat  load  of  the 
most  enormous  mushrooms  we  ever  saw.  They  were  all  of  the  right 
sort,  but  too  old  and  tough  for  any  other  purpose  than  making  ketchup* 
One  of  the  party  having  a  weakness  for  fungi  had  some  of  these  mon- 
sters cooked  for  breakfast,  under  his  own  immediate  superintendence, 
hut  the  result  was  act  at  all  satisfactory.     Their  consistency  was  mvc^^ 
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Aat  of  a  fltimip  leather,  rather  a  tough  material  for  breakfasting  on. 
Tbe  crew  resolved  to  try  a  brew  of  ketchup  with  the  remainder,  but  I 
Aspect  thifl  had  proved  a  failure  alsOf  for  the  results  were  never  forth- 
eomiDg. 

liodog  patience  at  the  long  delay  we  to<^  to  the  boat  and  pulled  up 

to  the  town.     The  position  of  Torquay  is  most  picturesque,  and  its  ap- 

pwraoce  from  the  sea  very  imposing.    The  handsome  hotels,  cIub*house, 

aad  bathd  giving  it  quite  a  look  of  magnificence.     With  the  exception 

of  our  companion  of  yesterday  we  found  scarcely  any  yachts  at  anchor 

off  the  harbour  mouth ;  but  in  the  harbour  itself  as  we  pulled  up  we  found 

Captain  Chamberlayne's  pretty  Quiver,  and  several  other  small  craft 

having  their  bottoms  cleaned.     The  ebb  tide  leaves  the  harbour  nearly 

dry  at   low    water,  but  barring  this  serious  objection,  a  yacht  may  lie 

•long  the  quays  which  are  pretty  extensive,  comfortably  enough,  as  there 

is,  since  the  new  breakwater  near  the  baths  has  been  built,  little  or  no 

sea  coming  in,  even  in  southerly  gales.     The  anchorage  outside  is  pro* 

tected  horn   all  winds  but  the  south,  and  in  summer  it  is  rare  that  a 

yacht  cannot  lide  out  a  gale  in  the  roadstead  without  taking  refuge  in  the 

harbour.     When  we  consider  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  Eze  on  one 

nde  and  the  Dart  on  the  otner — ^the  number  of  good  harbours  in  the 

vicinity,  and  the  number  of  wealthy  inhabitants  Torquay  now  has,  it  is 

surprising  that  it  is   not  more  of  a  yachting  station  than  it  is.     The 

caose  may  probably  be  found  in   the  fact,  that  until  very  lately  it  was 

niher  a  winter  than  a  summer  resort,  an  idea  having  prevailed  that 

during  the  yachting  season  it  was  too  hot  to  live  in.     This  mistaken 

QoUon  has  now  been  in  a  great  measure  dissipated,  and  recent  summers 

bave  seen  every  house  in  as  great  demand  as  iu  winter  and  spring.     Not 

only  is  the  company  numerous  but  it  is  very  select.     Among  other  som' 

^it9  arisiocraiigues  we  found  there  the  Princess  Marie  of  Russia,  the 

widow  of  the  Duke  of  Lenchteuberg,  her  family  and  suite,  who  occupied 

not  less  than  three  of  the  largest  villas.     We  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 

^g  her  Imperial  Highness,   who  though  not  in  her  premiere  junesse 

^  a  ladylike  pleasant  looking  person  with  a  very  fascinating  smile  and 

captivating  bow,     One  of  her  sons  who  accompanied   her,  a  pretty  boy 

of  ten  or  eleven  wan  dressed  in  the  caftan,  wide  red  trousers,  with  their 

lower  extremities  stuck   iuto  Wellington  boots  of  the  Russian  peasant. 

Only  this  youngster^s  caftan  was  of  the  richest  velvet,  and  his  baggy  in« 

cxpreasibles  of  the  finest  cloth.    It  is  strange,  as  remarked  by  Mr.  George 

Augustus  Sala,  in  his  amu:$ing   **  Journey  due  North,"  that  the  Russian 

nobles,  the  must  unnational  of  all  nobilities  in  most  things,  should  yet  take 

^  pride  in  dressing  their  children  after  the  fashion  adopteu  by  the  eanaiUe 

of  the  Russian  people;  whom  in  their  hearts  they  despise,  and  iu  their 
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conduct  trample  on.  This  wm  not>e  first  visit  paid  to  Torqoay  by 
this  Russian  Grand  Duchess:  some  few  years  since  she  had  spent  some 
time  amid  its  sunny  slopes,  and  had  felt  so  much  benefitted  that  she  had 
sought  the  earliest  opportunity  of  returning  again. 

As  the  day  advanced  numerous  yachts  came  in,  and  all  promised  well 
for  the  regatta  on  the  morrow.     On  going  on  board  to  dinner  we  found 
anchored  in  our  immediate  vicinity  the  Osprey  and  Brunette,  perhaps 
the  two  handsomest  cutters  now  afloat,  and  well  matched  competitors 
for  the  first  cup  could  a  third  entrant  be  found,  which  doubtless  that 
evening  or  next  morning  would  produce.     Beyond  these  we  remarked 
the  singularly  painted  but  pretty  Queen  Mab:  Sir  Percy  seems  to  have 
had  a  Dutchman  in  his  eye  when  he  ornamented  his  new  craft  with  those 
bright  streaks  in  her  upper  works.     Further  out  lay  that  graceful  little 
schooner  tho  Coquette,  easily  known  by  the  piquante  damsel  ever  play- 
fully seated  on  her  stem,  who  so  well  represents  her  character.     Still 
further  out  lay  the  Destiny,  Georgiana,  Kara  Avis,  and  farthest  of  all 
as  befitted  her  size,  the  powerful  Beatrice.     On  board  this  last  schooner 
was  a  large  party,  and  among  them  some  musicians  of  no  mean  ability, 
who  charmed  us  late  into  the  night  with  their  dulcet  sounds. 

If  the  surface  of  Torbay  was  this  evening  rich  with  a  burden  of  gal- 
lant yachts,  equally  rich  were  the  depths  below  with  shoals  of  that  most 
beautiful  visitor  of  our  summer  seas — the  mackerel.  Ever  and  anon 
whole  masses  of  them  rose  all  around  us,  and  fell  a  prey  in  thousands  to 
the  crews  of  the  various  vessels.  The  Beatrice  in  the  morning  was  fes- 
tooned with  lines  of  glittering  mackerel,  drying  in  the  sun  from  the  end 
of  her  jib-boom  to  her  quarter  boats.  The  fish  were  small  in  size,  but 
they  made  up  in  numbers  what  they  lacked  in  weight. 

The  morning  of  Friday,  the  19th  of  August  opened  with  as  thick  a 
fog  as  ever  bewildered  a  Cunard  liner,  or  a  French  fisherman  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.     None  but  the  nearest  of  our  neighbours  were 
present  to  us  through  the  functions  of  any  organ,  and  those  only  by  the 
ear.     As  the  day  aged  the  atmosphere  cleared,  and  the  gradually  atten- 
uating veil  displayed,  as  it  fined  away,  under  the  powerful  rays  of  the 
sun,  numerous  additions  to  the  fleet  of  the  previous  evening.     Close  on 
^       our  starboard  quarter  lay  the  Lily  of  the  Exe,  with  a  fair  freight  which 
I.  did  not  belie  her  name.     In  shore  on  our  port  bow  lay  the  Sapphire^ 
~  not  she  that  hath  carried  through  many  a  stormy  cruise  amid  the 
boisterous  seas,  of  our  most  Northern  Isles,  the  flag  of  the  present  Pre* 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  the  smart  comfortable  well  kept  cutter 
of  Mr.   B.  Bazendale.     In  the  offing,  surrounded  by  many  a  newly 
arrived  schooner,  lay  the  commodore  of  the  day-^the  gallant  Brilliant 
with  her  screw  tender,  without  whose  assistance  she  would  in  all  proba- 
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Ufitj  hare  been  somewhere  about  Portland  instead  of  anchored  in  Tor- 
hj.  The  Brilliant  since  she  has  been  lengthened  is  undoubtedly  a  very 
baDdsome  yessel.  Were  she  a  full-rigged  ship  instead  of  the  singular 
jig  she  isy  she  would,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  opinion  of  so  high 
in  authority  in  yachting  matters  as  her  owner,  both  sail  better  and  look 
belter  than  she  now  does.  Facility  of  working  which  might  be  advanced 
in  fiivor  of  the  present  rig,  can  be  of  no  importance  in  the  case  of  a 
yieht  with  such  a  crew  as  the  Brilliant  possess;  her  decks  boast  a  band 
of  picket!  seamen  strong  enough  to  fight  her  as  well  as  work  her.  Did 
the  occasion  arise  doubtless  she  could  bite  as  well  as  bark.  The  pieces 
her  armament  is  composed  of  don*t  look  like  pop  guns.  Her  broadside 
Kem  well  fitted  to  defend  the  sparkling  gem,  the  g^raceful  lady  on  her 
prow  carries  in  her  taper  fingers. 

It  took  the  last  breath  of  the  expiring  zephyr  to  dissipate  the   filmy 
▼estiges  of  the  dissolving  fog,  and  long  before  noon  a  clear  horizon  pro- 
claimed a  calm  all  around.     This  was  not  encouraging  for  the  racing, 
which  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  wind  may  be  pronounced  a  failure, 
A&d  not  worth  the  chronicling.     The  rowing  however  was  much  more 
spirited  and  better  contested  than  usual.     The  duck  hunt  was   of  a 
particularly  animated  description :  he  who  performed  the  part  of  "duck/' 
OQght  to  have  received  the  brevet  rank  of  '*  goose"  on  the  spot,  for  his 
•aperhuman  efforts  to  avoid  being  taken.     If  he  has  not  since  paid  the 
oebt  of  nature,  it  was  owing  to  no  want  of  exertion  shown  by  him  to 
thieve  that  desirable  end.     But  for  a  yacht^s  punt,  with  which  in  his 
'rsntic  evolutions  he  came  in  contact,  rapidly  percipitating  a  young  gen- 
^^an,  who  appeared  to  be  too  busy  practising  the  art  of  sculling,  to 
s^  where  he  was  going,  from  the  stem  to  the  bow  of  his  boat,  he  would 
doubtless  have  escaped  capture  within  the  prescribed  bounds. 

While  this  was  going  on  the  sight  was  an  exceedingly  pretty  one:— 
^e  pier,  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the  Bath  House,  and  the  hill  behind 
were  crowded  by  sight-seers,  all  of  them  in  holiday  attire.  So  close 
Were  many  of  them  to  the  yachts  and  boats  that  even  without  the  aid 
^  ft  glass  a  good  eye  could  distinguish  tho  features,  and  the  costume  of 
^^tnerons  pretty  girls  interspersed  among  them.  The  display  of  good 
looks,  and  good  taste  exhibited  by  Torquay  on  this  occasion  was  some- 
thing quite  remarkable.  Besides  the  fair  gazers  on  shore,  quite  a  cor* 
^on  of  yachts*  gigs  surrounded  the  space  where  the  pulling  was  going 
OQ,  and  the  stern  sheets  of  these  boats  were  occupied  in  a  way  that  well 
ftcoorded  with  the  beauties  of  the  shore.  The  costumes  certainly,  tho' 
^ot  less  becoming,  were  somewhat  different  in  form  and  material — the 
flowing  cloak  and  shawl  gave  place  to  the  jacket,  while  the  light  coloured 


146  hunt's  yachting  maqazinb. 

silks  and  maslios,  suitable  for  terra  Jirtna^  were  wisely  exchanged  (or 
more  substantial  material  less  liable  to  be  damaged  by  salt  water,  or  de- 
filed by  tbe  approach  of  pitch. 

When  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  elected  the  gallant  McClintock  an 
honorary  member  of  their  exclusive  body,  as  told  by  him  with  manifeflt 
gratification,  in  that  eminently  pleasant  book  the   *'  Cruise  of  the  Fox," 
they  might,  if  within  the  rules  of  the  club,  have  safely  conferred  the 
saihe  honor  on  Lady  Franklin,  the  owner  of  the  yacht  on   which    the 
blood  red  cross  was  to  be  carried  into  regions  where  it  certainly  never 
floated  before.     Perhaps  the  admission  of  ladies  to   the  Squadron  is 
without  precedent.     This  however  seems  not  the  case  in  other  clubs, 
at  least  if  wearing  the  uniform  be  a  test  of  membership:  several  Yeiy 
charming  specimens  of  yachtswomen  we  saw  to-day,  with  the  fronts  and 
cuffs  of  their  blue  jackets,  as  plentifully  studded  with  gilt  buttons  bear- 
ing what  appeared  to  us  the  distinguishing  marks  of  a  well  known  club, 
as  their  fathers  or  brothers  could  sport.     It  only  wanted  a  strip  of  gold 
lace  down  the  sides  of  their  ample  dark  blue  skirts,  and  tbe  insignia  of 
the  club  in  their  coquettish  little  Spanish  hats  to  make  their  costume 
en  regie.    Doubtless  when  they  assist  at  the  annual  dinner,  or  other  high 
holidays  of  their  club,  these  additional  decorations  are  not  forgotten. 

The  whole  interest  in  the  aquatic  sports  of  the  day  came  to  an  end 
with  the  duck  hunt,  which  concluded  in  the  ignominious  way  before 
narrated  just  as  the  Quiver  came  in  an  easy  winner  of  the  cup,  offered 
for  the  smallest  class  of  yachts — about  the  same  time  the  graceful  Secret 
came  in  victorious  in  the  first  round  of  the  race  for  the  second  class  cup. 
Once  round  ought  to  have  terminated  the  race  in  such  a  lack  of  wiud« 
The  chance  of  any  one  of  the  three  competing  yachts,  the  b  ecret,  Maud, 
or  the  Rara  Avis,  completing  the  second  round  in  a  stark  calm  before 
eight  o'clock  that  evening  was  absolutely  nil.     There  was  not  only  no 
wind  but  no  appearance  of  wind.     We  cannot  but  admire  the  good 
nature  of  the  yachtsmen  who  started  on  their  hopeless  task:  the  Torquay 
folks  should  have  done  the  handsome  thing,  and  given  the  cup  to  the 
Secret,  who  had  accomplished  the  distance  in  a  wonderfully  shoit  time^ 
considering  the  day,  with  the  consent  of  the  other  two  competitors^ 
wliich  doubtless  would  have  been  granted. 

Having  exhausted  all  that  was  to  be  seen  of  the  regatta  on  the  sea, 
e  now  resolved  to  have  a  look  at  what  was  visible  on  shore.  Never 
was  a  fete  more  loyally  kept  than  by  the  inhabitants  of  Torquay  on  thifl 
occasion.  All  along  the  line  of  quay,  which  we  presume  gives  the 
town  its  name,  a  perpetual  succession  of  caravans,  turning  like  our  House 
of  Commons,  their  backs  to  the  shipping  interest,  and  their  faces  to  itt» 
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(nde,  that  is  to  the  shops  on  the  other  side  of  the  way  offered  a  variety  of 
teoiptatioDs  to  the  dense  crowd  in  front,  to  expend  their  holiday  pocket 
money  in  various  amounts  from  one  penny  to  six.  I  don't  think  any 
of  them,  even  the  great  Menagerie  went  beyond  that.  The  majority  of 
the  exhibitions  seemed  to  be  of  a  martial  character,  for  the  noise  of 
dnims,  cymbals,  and  other  warlike  instruments,  which  issued  from  vari- 
ous booths,  was  very  terrible  to  hear,  and  made  us  beat  a  hasty  retreat 
from  this  part  of  the  town,  lest  the  tympanums  of  our  ears  might  suffer 
pennanent  injury.  Though  most  of  the  shops  had  closed  their  doors, 
akill  luckily  for  us  some  were  still  open,  and  we  devoted  the  remainder 
of  the  daylight  to  laying  in  a  store  of  provisions  sufficient  to  last  us 
daring  a  not  very  expeditious  voyage  round  the  Land^s  End  to  the  Bris- 
tol Channel.  As  the  evening  waned  we  hastened  on  board  to  see  the 
fireworks  which  were  to  be  let  off  from  the  club-house.  These  were  very 
creditable  indeed  to  the  taste  and  liberality  of  Torquay,  and  altho'  some 
of  the  rockets  might  have  had  a  better  elevation  they  were  on  the  whole 
got  off  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Displays  of  fiery  fascinations  were  not 
confined  to  the  club-house,  the  hotels  on  the  quay  vied  with  each  other 
in  alternate  flashes  of  blue  and  red  fire,  lighting  up  their  fronts  so  that 
every  door  and  window  was  easily  distinguishable,  and  the  vessels  in 
the  harbour  between  us  and  them  became  visible  in  every  spar  and  rope. 
^Hiether  the  blue  light  had  any  reference  to  blue  ruin  retailed  on  the 
premises,  or  the  red  light  to  blushes  for  the  **  bill,"  we  know  not,  but 
^e  effect  was  exceedingly  pretty,  and  kept  us  on  deck  till  all  was 
everl 

Had  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  20th  shown  any  symptoms  of  a 
^^  breeze,  we  would  have  remained  to  have  seen  the  match,  between  the 
Secret  and  Maud  sailed  over  again,  and  in  hopes  of  a  match  between  the 
three  crack  cutters.  Brunette,  Osprey  and  Mosquito  all  now  present,  but 
iM>--^  catspaw  here  and  there  ruffled  Torbay,  but  nothing  like  a  steady 
IvK^eeie  appeared  in  the  offing;  by  unanimous  consent  all  further  thoughts 
^  racing  were  given  up,  and  all  the  yachts  showed  symptoms  of  avail- 
ing themselves  of  what  little  wind  there  was  to  be  off.  The  Mosquito 
getting  a  flaw  from  the  shore,  ran  out  in  gallant  style  ahead  of  every- 
i^y,  though  as  even  she  cannot  sail  absolutely  without  wind  she  came 
to  a  stand  'ere  she  cleared  the  bay.  We  were  becalmed  for  hours  be-  ^ 
tween  Brixham  and  Berry  Head,  When  round  this  latter  point  a  light 
^treese  from  the  westward  sprang  up,  and  we  beat  along  the  land  in  com* 
ptQy  with  the  Destiny  schooner,  and  could  not  help  admiring  her  canvas 
^hich  seemed  quite  new,  and  of  the  most  unexceptionable  cut.  She 
^  several  other  yachts  went  into  Dartmouth,  which  we  passed  with 
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much  regret.  Should  I  ever  cruise  in  those  latitudes  agfun  I  will  hardly 
miss  a  third  time  the  pleasure  of  a  pull  up  the  Dart  to  Totnees.  So 
light  was  the  wind  that  it  took  us  all  day  to  reach  the  Start,  so  that 
we  might  as  well  have  gone  ioto  Dartmouth  after  al)»-— a  man  ahould 
never  be  io  a  hurry  when  he  goes  yachting,  or  in  search  of  a  wife. 

To  be  continued. 


S 


ROUGH  NOTES  ON  YACHTS. 


BT  AN  OliD  SALT. 

Thb  serious  losses  sustained  by  owners  of  yachts,  last  season  firom 
various  causes,  were  so  numerous,  and  entailed  such  a  painful  amount  of 
loss  of  means,  that  as  an  old  yachtsman,  yacht  member,  and  older  sea- 
man, I  feel  impelled  to  place  before  the  yachting  world  what  I  believe 
(under  correction)  has  led  to  these  disasters. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  many  yachts  shew  symptoms  of  decay  at 
a  very  early  period  of  their  existence,  and  it  is  equally  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  whole  onus  of  this  defalcatitm  is  levied  on  their  builders,  and 
which,  however  true  in  some  instances,  is  equally  unjust  in  others.  *  As 
for  instance,  seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  yachts  are  built  and  finished 
ready  for  sea  in  six  months^  and  what  does  retufy  for  sea  refer  to, 
that  the  vessel's  whole  frame  of  timbers,  are  cbsed  up  internally  with 
ceilings,  linings,  and  pannellings,  until  her  frame  work  is  as  hermetically 
sealed  as  a  bottle  well  corked.     The  only  possible  result  of  which  is,  that 
if  new  wood,  not  even  sappy,  is  green  enough  to  retain  any  of  its  vege- 
table juices,  or  acids,  it  must  degenerate  into  fungus,  or  dry  rot,  or 
both.     But  give  this  yacht's  frame  time  to  become  seasoned  by  exposure 
to  the  atmosphere  and  she  would  remain  a  sound  yacht  for  twenty  years, 
granted  that  if  all  her  timbers  were  well  seasoned  before  being  placed 
in  frame,  she  would  escape  this  decay  wholly,  even  if  i^ady  for  sea  in  six 
months;  but  how  are  builders  to  meet  the  sudden  demands  made  upon 
their  stock  of  timber,  when  called  on  in  November  to  have  thrae  or  four 
achts  built  and  finished  by  the  1st  of  May.     All  they  can  do  is  to  go 
into  the  market  and  buy  sound  wood,  irrespective  of  its  age,  and  get  it 
sawn  up  as  they  want  it,  or  as  fast  as  they  can  get  their  moulds  ready 
for  their  frames;  it  then  is  placed  in  position,  exposed  to  the  soaking 
wet  of  two  or  three  winter  months,  and  then  shut  up  inside  and  oat 
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is  wet  as  a  swab.  Iq  April  you  will  see  oo  a  close  damp  day  with 
aay  warmth  in  it,  these  vessels  swecUing  as  it  is  termed,  which  is  simply 
a  natural  effort  to  throw  out  and  o£^  a  certain  portion  of  the  wet  bottJed 
np  between  oater  planking  and  inner  ceiling,  bot  even  this  effort  to  free 
themselves  of  damp  is  counteracted  by  their  being  tarred,  brown  papered, 
and  coppered  below,  and  covered  with  three  or  four  coats  of  paint  above 
water;  the  few  ornamental  filigree  openings  presumed  to  allow  of  suffi- 
cient  evaporaUon  of  damp,  being  wholly  inadequate  for  the  purpose* 
Now  if  to  these  drawbacks  there  is  added  the  fact  that  the  principal 
portion  of  a  yacht's  frame  work  below,  so  closed  in,  as  to  come  in  direct 
contact  with  and  support  the  pressure  of  tons  of  cast  iron;  the  lower 
tier  of  which  Hes  directly  on  the  timbers,  and  which  when  there,  becomes 
in  an  active  state  of  corrosion  from  the  influence  of  sweating  wood, 
bilge  water,  and  want  of  ventilation,  it  is  as  easy  to  arrive  at  the  cause 
of  decay  in  the  framework  of  yachts,  as  it  is  hard  to  ascribe  to  the  build* 
en  unqualified  blame  for  this  most  unpleasant  and  expensive  result. 

fFeil  seasoned  wood  must  have  a  due  given  time  for  the  exhudation 
of  its  juices,  before  being  used  and  closed  up  in  the  frame  work  of  any 
▼essel;  or  rot,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  will  develope  itself,  as  witness 
thu  effect  on  some  of  our  largest  and  finest  steamers. 

It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  four,  (said  to  be)  coats  of 
paint,  laid  on  the  internal  unseasoned  panelling,  and  surface  of  all  ac- 
commodation, shuts  in  all  damp  to  work  its  destructive  properties  un- 
checked, and  lastiy  when  this  yacht  has  accomplished  her  summer's  cruise 
she  is  laid  up,  afloat,  or  on  the  mud,  during  the  winter  months,  exposed 
to  far  more  rain  than  dry  weather,  and  very  often  the  only  instructions 
(if  any)  given  her  master  are  to  take  good  care  of  her  stores  and  fur- 
bushings  and  open  her  skylights  in  fine  weather,  pay  her  decks  and  spars- 
and  then  let  her  take  her  chance.  It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  lift 
and  lay  aside  her  forecastle,  main  or  after  cabin  floors,  so  as  to  give  some 
little  escape  to  damp  foul  air  from  below,  and  a  master  would  be  thought 
incurring  considerable  extra  and  uncalled  for  expense,  if  he  proposed 
during  men  to  aid  in  lifting  every  pig  of  come-at-able  ballast,  and 
laying  bare  nearly  all  the  yacht's  framework  below  to  the  action  of 
tbe  atmosphere,  (not  for  a  day,)  but  for  a  month  or  more,  part  at  a 
time.  The  lifting  ballast  one  day,  whitewashing  the  framework  the 
naxt,  and  restowing  ballast  the  next,  simply  firees  the  limbers  from  a 
lot  of  dirt,  but  admits  of  no  beneficial  ventUaHon,  and  witl^out  trAfcA, 
decay  ttill  take  place  in  a  more  or  less  degree;  and  moreover,  by  this 
fvocess  alone  can  symptoms  of  internal  rot  be  discovered. 

Of  course^  these  precautionary  measures  entail  extra  expense,  and  can 
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only  be  considered  neeessary  by  those  owners,  who,  having  got  a  yach^ 
tinder  their  feet  they  feel  every  wish  to   keep,  are  equally  anxious  to 
preserve  her  intact.     Unfortunately  however,  yachts  so  often   change 
hands,  that  with  the  ternii nation  of  the  sununer  cruise^   all  interest,  be- 
yond their  future  sale,  ceases  to  exist  respecting  them,  and  they  become 
passed  on  from  owner  to  owner,  year  after  year,  each  laying  out  money 
on  their  refitting  for  sea,  and  this  always  more  than  pleasing  or  expected; 
but  too  often  internal  or  bodily  decay  b  overlooked,  till,  as  has  lately 
been  the  case,  they  go  down  at  e  moment's  notice,  or  compel  a  survey, 
causing  a  heavy*and  unexpected  outlay  of  means.     With  due  respect  to 
those  gentlemen  wishing  to  build  yachts,  I  would  suggest  the  advantage 
to  themselves  arising  from  their  giving  builders  rather  more  notice  thait 
is  generally  accorded  them  for  the  completion  of  their  yachts  as  ready 
for  sea,  stipulating  for  a  certain  limited  time  in  which  the  whole  frame- 
work of  timbers,  beams,  &c.,  should  be  in  their  places,  there  to   remain 
at  least  one,  if  not  more  months,  before  outer  planking  or  inner  ceiling 
comes  near  them,  and  to  see  the  whole  o(  this  last  material  ready  sawn 
and  seasoning  also,  during  the  above  period.    I  will  venture  to  say  there 
18  not  one  respectable  builder,  who  would  not  greatly  prefer  this  arrange- 
ment than  have  to  saw  up  one  day,  and  place  in  position  the  next,  green 
wood,  however  sound,  reducing  his  vessel^  against  his  will,  to  the  risk 
of  rot,  and  consequent  discredit  to  himself.     Of  course  if  an  owner  goes 
to  a  builder  and  says  '*  I  want  a  100  ton  yacht  built^  and  she  must  be 
ready  in  four  or  six  months,   and  if  you  do  not  do  it,   somebody  else 
will.''     It  is  too  much  to  expect  a  builder  to  refuse  the  work,  and  he 
hurries  on  with  it,  and  half  a  dozen  other  repairing  and  lengthening 
jobs  as  he  best  can;  but  the  owner  does  not  give  himself,  or  his  builder, 
the  best  prospect  of  producing  a  really  A  1  yacht,  as  respects  durability 
and   soundness.     Altho'  these  precautionary  remarks   may  be  deemed 
more  or  less  uncalled  for,  there  are  other  circumstances  bearing  on  their 
validity,  which  are  only  too  often  overlooked,  and   which  I  shall  now 
endeavour  to  set  forth. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  and  of  which  I  have  just  had  twelve  yean 
personal  and  intimate  experience,  that  if  you  build  two  vessels  of  equal 
\  tonnage,  form,  rig,  and  strength,  and  send  them  to  and  from  the  same 
# '^ports,  under  the  influence  of  the  same  weather,  and  load  one  with  coal^ 
and  the  other  with  iron,  to  the  same  draft  of  water;  the  collier  shall 
outlive  the  pig  iron  vessel  by  twice  her  age,  and  the  intermediate  re- 
pairs, of  the  first,  (barring  accidents,)  shall  not  exceed  half  those  of  the 
last.  These  two  vessels  being  under  rigged  to  save  expense  as  to  wagiea 
of  extra  hands,  &c. 
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"Sow  yachts  being  ballasted,  or  in  other  words,  more  than  halfltLden 
with  iron,  many  of  them  relying  far  more  on  their  ballast,  than  proper 
formation,  for  their  entire  stability;  and  also  in  proportion  to  their  over* 
masting,  demanding  a  greater  proportion  of  ballast  to  enable  them  to 
Rand  ap  at  all  under  the  pressure  of  their  canvas,  are  peculiarly  liable 
to  strain  themselves  to  pieces,  however  strongly  built,  and  however  well 
seasoned  their  materials  may  have  been.  Inasmuch  the  first  object 
thought  *of  18  to  get  the  iron  in  them  as  low  down  and  in  as  small  a 
eompass  as  possible,  both  to  gain  head  room  and  stiffness  under  sail. 

The  fact  of  tins  fearful  fulcrum  below,  acting  in  aiftagonism  to  the 
pressure  of  masts,  spars,  and  sails  above,  being  greatly  underrated  as  to 
its  ruinous  effect  on  the  durability  of  soundness  in  a  hard  raced,  or  sea* 
going  yacht.  One  fatal  result  of  overmasting,  being,  that  recourse  must 
be  had  to  iron  or  leaden  keels,  which  additional  weight  bringing  the 
vessel  down  below  her  true  hearings,  retards  her  speed  often  in  about 
the  same  ratio  as  she  gains  extra  stability.  It  being  simply  the  few 
pounds  extra  weight  put  on  the  winner  of  previous  steeple  chases,  by 
which  he  loses  his  last. 

Under  these  influences  yachts  toill  strain,  and  even  if  built  with  twice 
their  preRent  strength,  and  which  cannot  be  carried  out,  as  it  is  a  well 
knoivn  fact,  that  the  more  unyielding  a  yacht's  frame  is  to  the  impulse 
of  her  propelling  powers,  the  slower  she  becomes;  and  in  short,  if  she 
is  to  be  kept  sound,  hull,  masts,  and  spars,  in  the  same  proportion  that 
the  favorite  racer  or  hunter  is,  in  wind  and  limb;  she  must  have  the 
same  care  bestowed  on  her  i  when  her  season  is  out  and  work  over. 
Some  yachts,  it  is  true,  last  long  sound,  but  trace  their  hard  work  done, 
and  it  generally  amounts  to  very  little,  or  you  find  that  no  mistaken 
economy  has  stood  in  the  way  of  their  being  well  looked  after  both 
vifUer  and  summer.  One  very  advisable  precaution,  and  which  is  sel- 
dom, or  ever,  adopted,  is  to  have  the  internal  ceiling  above  platform 
both  fore  and  aft,  fastened  with  brass  screws  instead  of  nails,  so  that  as 
all  vessels  shew  symptoms  of  decay  in  these  parts  first,  these  planks 
coald  be  wholly  removed  in  winter  to  admit  of  free  circulation  getting 
to  every  part  of  the  fore  rake  and  stem  frame  inside.  Another  greet 
cause  of  yachts  shewing  weakness  is  this, — there  are  more  lengthened 
yachts  afloat  at  the  present  day  than  unaltered  ones,  and  many  of  these 
vessels  have  added  to  their  size  as  mnch  as  10,  15,  and  20  tons. 

Now  as  the  majority  of  yachts  have  a  minimum,  instead  of  maximum 
strength  of  frame  in  proportion  to  their  original  tonnage,  when  this 
«xtra  weight  is  added  to  either  extreme  end,  it  tells  fearfully  on  the 
oiidship  section  of  the  vessel,  as  the  new  sharp  end  or  ends,  not  having 
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ihe  same  powers  of  floatation,  wilU  (as  Id  all  ships  when  launched,)  hare 
a  natural  tendency  to  droop,  until  checked  by  the  buoyant  powers  of  th« 
yessel's  main  body.  This  body  being  called  upon  to  bear  this  extra 
strain,  and  being  unequal  to  it,  begins  to  work  and  shew  symptoms  of 
leakage,  which  could  only  have  been  obviated  by  placing  hanging,  or 
(up  and  down  the  side  and  along  the  beam)  iron  knees,  right  fore  and 
afit  the  midship  section,  and  indeed  proposed  alteration.  Many  smaller 
yachts  of  slight  frame  suffer  also  not  a  little  from  the  weight  aad  9%Dag 
of  their  boats  and  davits  being  over  the  side,  and  in  proportion  to  their 
distance  from  the  centre  of  power,  so  is  their  leverage  the  greater 
against  the  yacht  so  carrying  them,  especially  when  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience on  deck,  they  are  not  taken  inboard,  even  in  a  rough  sea  way, 
until  it  becomes  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity. 

Although  this  mode  of  suspending  boats  gives  the  very  greatest  com- 
fort on  deck,  to  any  owner  anxious  to  see  his  yacht  first,  either  racing 
or  cruising,  it  is  a  fearful  drawback  to  speed;  for  whilst  wire  rigging  \m 
held  to  be  preferable  to  rope,  from  its  opposing  so  little  resistance  to  the 
wind  as  one  of  its  advantages,  and  bulwarks,  windlass  bits,  companions, 
frc,  are  all  kept  as  low  as  possible,  the  real  resistance  of  boats  hanging 
over  the  side  when  on  a  wind,  is  hardly  sufficiently  allowed  for:  I  use 
the  word  boats,  as  altho'  the  lee  one  is  less  exposed  to  the  direct  action 
of  the  wind,  the  weight  of  back  current  forced  into  her  from  the  lee  of 
the  fore  staysail  can  only  be  known,  by  sitting  in  her  a  few  minutes  in  a 
strong  breeze.  There  is  no  way  of  obviating  this  difficulty  however 
without  resorting  to  the  old  V  main  skylight,  with  the  larger  boat  sit- 
ting within  it,  and  which  would  not  now  be  tolerated. 

With  respect  to  wire  rigging,  with  many  advantages  to  racing  yachts, 
it  has  some  serious  drawbacks,  one  of  which  is,  that  altho'  keeping  a 
itrong  mast  sttffer  than  rope,  it  is  more  likely  to  spring  a  weak  one 
from  producing  the  buckle  of  mast  between  the  eyes  of  rigging  and 
deck,  and  not  the  fair  yield  throughout  the  spar  afforded  by  the  flexibi- 
lity of  rope  ;  and  in  nearly  all  mastheads,  even  with  every  precaution  of 
bolsters,  hard  wood  battens,  and  even  galvanized  iron  preventers  placed 
up  and  down  the  masthead  in  the  way  of  the  nip  of  the  iron  wire  eyes 
of  the  rigging;  roasts,  even  in  a  'season,  have  become  crushed  in  by 
VN^their  pressure  so  as  greatly  to  lesson  their  powers  of  endurance,  especi- 
ally if  this  rigging,  as  being  anti-corrosive,  is  'allowed  to  remain  up  all 
winter  with  the  wet  soaking  into  the  crushed  parts,  produced  by  this 
dead  nip.  Leaving  on  the  deck  wedges  of  masts  winter  af^r  winter, 
without  ever  starting  them,  is  another  effectual  way  of  producing  nearly 
certain  decay  in  any  mast,  however  good, ' 
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These  few  remarks  as  to  yachts  and  their  liabilities  I  offer  roost 
raspectfallj  to  the  yachting  world,  and  eyen  if  in  only  one  instance 
they  may  be  held  as  being  of  use  in  the  slightest  way,  I  shall  be  amply 
repaid. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

I  WAS  hardly  aware  myself  that  I  had  quite  made  up  my  mind  to 
purchase   a  yacht  when  it  was  made  up  for  me  ;  I  had  merely  asked 

that  very  pink  of  waiting  men — "Gustave** — at  A 's  Hotel,  whether 

there   were  such  luxuries  to  be  purchased  at  Cowes — all  ready  ior  a 
gentleman    of  similar  dignity  and  requirements  to  myself — ^to  step  on 
board  of.      In  my  primitive  simplicity  I  fancied  that  a  man  might  just  aa 
well  make  a  moderate  bid  for  the  favorite  for  the  Derby ,  as  for  one  of 
the  snowy-canvassd  smart  looking  clippers  that  gpreeted  the  eye  in  every 
direction  ;  and  had  almost  determined  upon  a  tour  of  discovery  to  some 
basely  mercantile  locality  where  men  did  traffic  in  such  luxuries  ;  but  I 
WHS  suddenly  and  agreeably  deceived.    I  had  dismissed  Mr.  Flowerdew 
after  a  lengthened  audience,  when  Gustavo  entered  with  his  profoundest 
bow  and  most  persuasive  smile,  and  informed  me  with  that  bland  and 
silvery  accent  that  so  works  upon  the  purse  strings  of  all  who  are 
happy   enough  to  enjoy  his  unobtrusive  attentions,  that  "  Several  per- 
sons were  awaiting  my  leisure  relative  to  Yachts  they  had  for  Sale." 
"  How  could  any  one  here  have  known  my  wish  to  purchase  ?" 
The  obsequious  slave  blushed,  absolutely  blushed,  imagine  a  waiter  of 
forty  years  experience  blushing, — picture  a  rusty  suit  of  severely  brushed 
black,  terminated  by  a  tie  of  dazzling  whiteness,  surmounted  by  a  face 
of  the  large  Swedish  turnip  cast,  tinged  for  the  moment  with  an  un- 
wholesome looking,  brick  dust  coloured  suffusion,  a  sort  of  spasmodic 
tendancy  of  the  blood  from  the  shrunken  limbs  to  the  bloated  counte- 
nance.    "  He   had    taken    the   liberty   of  wishing   to  save   Monsieur 
trouble  !" 

Could  I  be  angry  with  such  a  thoughtful  valet,  on  the  contrary,  I 
thanked  him  on  the  spot,  promptly,  and  mentally  voted  another  half 
sovereign  for  such  delicate  attention  to  my  wants.  First  came  a  burly 
little  priggish  sort  of  chap  with  a  very  red  face,  who  had  no  end  of 

*  Continued  from  page  I U. 
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yesaels  to  sell,  he  had  just  the  things  to  suit  me,  fashionable  shapes,  by 
fashionable  builders^  with  fashionable  sails,  and  fashionabt  fittings,  and  he 
would  undertake  to  introduce  to  me  a  fashionable  captain  and  a  fashion- 
able crew ;  there  was  the  prettiest,  noblest,  fastest  schooner  in  the 
world,  going  at  a  merely  nominal  price,  in  fact  her  copper  alone  would 
fetch  it,  a  dreadful  sacrifice,  fashionable  name  too,  the  **  Duvernay"-— 
must  be  sold  to  elose  accounts,— late  Colonel  Stoball,  Life  Guards- 
widow  hard  up  ;  and  (with  a  knowing  wink)  could  get  her  cheaper  than 
any  one  else  I 

**  What  may  be  the  price,  Mr.  Screwgeum  ?"  I  ventured  to  ask, 
prepared  at  once  to  say  that  perhaps  I  might  go  a  leetle  higher. 

"  Well  now  let  me  see  I*"  quoth  the  open  hearted,  confidential,  candid 
Screwgeum,  "  let  me  see-^here  you  may  perceive  a  list  of  her  equipments 
that  will  give  you  an  insight  into  the  expensive  habits  of  the  lat«  Colonel 
Stoball,  of  Brompston  Manor,  Yorkshire  ;  Hermitage  Castle,  Hamp- 
shire ;  Belgrave  Square,  London ;  and  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  Cowes, 
Isle  of  Wight  !" 

The  little  man  paused  to  recover  breath,  and  to  witness  the  astound- 
ing effect  that  such  a  catalogue  of  territorial  importance  must  have 
upon  me.  I  did  not  faint,  I  took  about  half  a  pint  of  very  accurately 
compounded  brandy  and  water,—- my  breath,  and  a  fresh  cigar. 

**  The  price  Mr.  Screwgeum — the  price  ?"  I  faintly  articulated. 

**  Ay  I  my  dear  Sir,  that^s  what  the  late  Commodore  of  the  Royal 
Yacht  Club  of  England  used  to  say  to  me — '  Screwgeum  I '  he  used  to 
say  to  me,  '  My  dear  Screwgeum — wont  you  take  a  glass  of  brandy 
and  water — *  " 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Screwgeum  I**  I  exclaimed,  **  permit  me  to  follow  the 
Commodore's  example  !*' 

**  Weil  thank  you — I  do  not  as  a  custom  indulge  in  such  a  thing  in 
the  dcay  time,  but  when  I  meets  a  gentleman  I  knows  it  ;  and  the 
morning  is  so  hot,  that  I  thinks  a  drop,  the  merest  drop  in  all  creation, 
will  do  me  service  !" 

He  grasped   the  brandy  flask,  hid  hand  trembled  excessively,  it  was 
i       evident  he  was   overcome  by   emotion   at   the  recollection  of  the  kind 
^      Commodore's  condescension,  or  perhaps  at  mine. — I  determined  to  set 
'  ^bim  at  ease. 

"  And  a  cigar  my  dear  Mr.  Screwgeum — ^you  must  indeed  take  a 
cigar — T  can  warrant  them  good  for  I  imported  them  myself  !" 

**  Ay  !  my  dear  Sir— you  do  put  me  so  in  mind  of  poor  dear  princely 
Commodore— that's  exactly  the  way  he  used  to  say  to  me—*  Screwgeum^ 
my  dear  Screwgeum,  you  don't  always  stumble  across  a  genuine  cigar  » 
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take  one  of  my  importation  and  put  a  dozen  in  your  pocket  !'  ^  and  suit- 
ing  the  action  to  the  word,  he  took  a  handful  out  of  my  favourite  box 
with  his  Jeft  hand  whilst  his  right  was  occupied  with  the  brandy. 

Now  what  proportion  the  **  merest  drop**  bore  to  "  all  creation"  in  Mr. 
Screwgeum^s  mind  was  to  me  a  puzzler,  or  whether  the  absence  of  the 
latter  may  have  obscured  his  powers  of  calculation  I  know  not,  but 
eertainly  the  proportion  the  '*  drop"  of  brandy  he  poured  out  bore  to 
the  *'  ail  creation"  of  water  he  added  thereto,  induced  me  to  surmise  that 
he  had  reversed  the  order  of  things  ;  his  hand  too,  appeared  wonderfully 
to  enlarge  as  it  came  in  contact  with  my  rare  old  plantation  curiosities. 
Checking  the  feeling  which  prompted  me  to  such  vulgar  watchfulness  of 
bis  peculiarities,  when  he  had  lighted  his  weed  and  cooled  his  parched 
lips,  I  ventured  to  repeat  for  the  third  time.  *'  The  price  of  thb  vessel 
Mr.  Screwgeum — pardon  me  for  reverting  to  business,  but         " 

'^  Exactly  so,  my  dear  Sir,  that's  what  dear  old  departed  Commodore 
bless  his  lamented  memory,  used  to  say  to  me *' 

"But  my  dear  Screwgeum—" 

"  Exactly  so  Sir " 

** '  But  my  dear  Screwgeum^ — ^he  used  always  drop  the  Mr.,  just 
as  you  do.  '  My  dear  Screwgeum  business  is  business  '-—so  say  I  my 
Lord  too  would  be  my  answer  ;  then  he  would  say,  *  that  Stoball  is  a 
fine  fellow,  spares  no  expense  in  his  vessel,  pitches  money  into  her  in 
&ct.  If  that  vessel  was  in  the  market  to-morrow  Screwgeum<— she 
would  have  a  new  owner  in  an  hour,  I  would  hand  Stoball  a  cheque  for 
what  she  cost  him — I  would  Sir,  no  other  flag  should  ever  fly  over  her 
Sir — d'ye  hear  me  Screwgeum  ?  I  would  hand  him  an  order  on  my 
bankers  for  £6,000.'" 

Another  pause,  during  which  he  concealed  his  face  in  a  cloud  of  cigar 
poffs  ;  but  through  an  opening  in  that  cloud  I  perceived  that  he  had 
one  eye  shut,  whilst  the  other  seemed  to  enlarge  and  regard  me  with 
ingenious  candour.  Suddenly  the  head  darted  out  of  the  doud  with 
both  eyes  darting  out  of  their  sockets. 

''And  now  Mr.  Fenton  that  vessel  is  going  for  nothing  I  "  he  em* 
phaaized  the  last  word  with  a  bang  on  the  table  that  reminded  me  of  our 
favourite  game  at  school  of  ''  hacking  knuckles.^' 

"  Ay  Sir,  nothing,  less  than  nothing  ;  being  made  a  present  of  io 
fact.  Just  run  your  eye  down  this  list,  see  here  two  complete  suits  of 
Mols,  a  storm  suit,  only  think  of  that  Sir,  a  full— -storm — suit."  I  grinned 
ft  ghastly  g^in  of  delight  at  the  mention  of  the  "  full  storm  suit." 

'*  And  then  her  armament  Sir,  her  armament ;  here  we  have  four 
brass  guns — brass,  Sir,  you  will  remark  if  you  please,  I  do  not  perceive 
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that  the  weight  of  her  broadside  is  specified,  but  we  will  call  them  six* 
pounders^-six-pounders-— rather  heavy  metal  ;  but  you  will  require 
them  in  the  MediterraneaD  :  Yes  Sir,  yes,  you  must  be  very  cautious  oa 
the  Barbary  Coast— -RiflF  Pirates,  Sir,  desperate,  blood-thirsty,  but 
cowardly  before  a  firm  front :  then  Sir  for  boarders  !         " 

'<  But  I  don't  intend  to  have  any  boarders  Mr.  Screwgeum  ;  do  you 
imagine  I  purpose  converting  my  vessel  into  a  lodging  house  !*' 

**  Exactly  Sir— >ha — ha  !  no,  no,  Sir  ;  you  will  not  I  am  sure  so 
desecrate  the  pride  of  Cowes,  the  flower  of  Ihe  Royal  Club." 

I  felt  myself  getting  interested  more  and  more,  armament,  six- 
pounders,  broadsides,  pride  of  Cowes,  flower  of  the  Royal  Club.  I  lit 
another  cigar,  rung  the  bell,  and  dismissed  the  remaining  candidates 
for  my  patronage. 

*<  But  to  repel  boarders.  Sir,-— who  like  the  Riff  Pirates,  might  design 
to  effect  a  lodgment  whether  you  would  or  not,  for  these.  Sir,  I  say  you 
have  a  stand  of  boarding  pikes,  a  stand  of  muskets,  a  stand  of  bayonets, 
a  stand  of  pistols,  and  a  stand  of  cutlasses  ;  which  latter  I  presume 
altho'  not  specified,  are  pure  Damascus  blades  richly  inlaid,  highly 
ornamented,  and  warranted  genuine  cut  and  thrust,  carte  and  tierce, 
weapons  of  undeniable  temperament.  You  remember  Byron,  Sir,— - 
clever  young  chap  was  Byron — 

"  The  chief  before,  as  decked  for  war, 
Bears  in  his  belt  bis  scimitar; 
Which  still,  though  gemm*d  and  boss'd  with  gold, 
Even  robbers  tremble  to  behold.** 

With  such  a  blade.  Sir,  belted  to  your  side,  you  will  find  your  breast  fired 
with  the  noble  enthusiasm  that  makes  the  Wooden  Walls  of  Old 
England  feared  and  respected,  as  you  bound  over  the  bright  waves  of 
the  Mediterranean,  pacing  the  ample  decks  of  the  beautiful  Duvernay, 
her  snowy  wings  spread  above  your  head,  to  bear  you  to  scenes  of 
romantic  adventure,  to  the  lands  of  the  cypress   and   myrtle-«»to — 

to •' 

I  could  not  sit  any  longer,  I  sprang  to  my  feet,  the  various  stands  of 
arms  seemed  to  "  stand**  before  me.  Ton  my  soul  the  little  rotund 
^  ^figure  of  Screwgeum  seemed  to  swell  alarmingly— he  rose  upon  his 
little  flat  toes,  his  face,  rendered  doubly  red  with  enthusiasm,  seemed  to 
fiz  as  if  the  brandy  had  come  in  eontact  with  a  deposit  of  soda  in  his 
cheeks,  a  fine  agua  marine  tint  glared  from  his  eyes,  all  base  thoughts 
of  filthy  lucre  seemed  banished  from  his  little  bosom,  a  fine  inspiration 
had  seised  him,  he  continued — 
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**  They  gain  the  Teasel—on  the  deck  he  etands, 
Shrieks  the  shrill  whistle — ply  the  busy  hands — 
He  marks  how  well  the  ship  her  helm  obeys, 
How  gallant  all  her  crew,  and  deigns  to  praise." 


'*£not^h,  Mr.  Screwgeum,  enoagh  V  lexckumed  excitedly,  ''Name 
your  terms  ?" 

^'  And  then  my  dear  Sir,  we  hare,**  reading  from  thb  list^  ''running 
and  standing  rigging  all  right,  a  large  supply  of  ground  tackle,  four 
nperlatiTely  finished  boats— only  think  of  that  sir  as  a  measure  of 
tafety  !  life  buoys  numerous,  forecastle  roomy,  well  rentilated,  Abo., 
state  berths  in  crimson  Utrecht  velvet,  owner's  state  berth  con  tuning 
feur-poet  bed— what  luxury !     None  of  your  cramped  up  seven  feet  by 
two  coffin  aflfairs,  but  a  regular  orthodox  four  poster  ;  baths,  ice-house, 
wine  stores,  state  saloon  in  crimson  silk  velvet,  French  white  and  gold  ; 
ladies  saloon,  rose  coloured  glass  sky-lights,  pink  satin  hangings,  dun- 
ooloured  ceilings,  delicate  bird's  eye  maple  panels  all  gorgeously  relieved 
with  golden  fret  work  ;  fit  abode  for  Venus,—** 
"  Mr.  Screwgeum — enough  !"   I  shouted  "  The  Duvemay  is  mine  !*' 
"  Ready  for  sea  at  a  few  hours  notice  !** 
dhe*s  mine  !^' 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  about  my  interview  with  the  redoubted 
Screwgeum,  he  dined  with  me,  never  left  me  in  &ct  that  day  until  I 
banded  him  an  order  for  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  papers  all 
ngoed,  sealed,  and  delivered  ;  and  as  the  evening  boat  departed  for 
Southampton  I  found  myself  waving  signals  of  adieu  to  his  departing 
form,  which  it  returned  by  a  feeble  flap  of  that  extraordinary  india  rubber 
Bke  hand,  as  the  aforesaid  form  sank  convulsively  in  the  cushioned 
teats  of  the  steamer,  overcome  doubtless  by  the  fatigues  ii  had  under- 
gone. Alas  !  I  saw  Screwgeum  no  more  ;  not  in  consequence  of  disease 
of  the  heart,  or  of  pestilence  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  he  lires  and  flourishes  at  the  present  day  :  no  it  was  in  consequence 
I  suspect,  of  his  too  sensitive  nature,  he  feared  that  his  excitement  had 
Strayed  him  into  a  forgetfulness  of  the  interests  of  his  client  Mrs. 
Colonel  Stoball,  and  that  he  had  sacrificed  the  noblest,  handsomest, 
swiftest  ressel— 'the  pride  of  Cowes^-^the  flower  of  the  Royal  Club  in  a 
vuimeot  of  enthusiastic  gratitude  for  my  condescension  and  hospitality  \ 
Dot  to  say  anything  of  a  cheque  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds  for  his  professional  fees,  preparing  and  signing  papers,  giving 
ioformation,  and  personally  attending  on  me  in  order  to  save  incon- 
^i\ience  and  trouble.  I  fear  1  say  that  that  day's  work  had  so  preyed 
upon  his  conscience  as  ever  after  to  deprive  me  of  his  inestimable 

friendship. 
Ro.  4. — VOL.  IX.  Y 
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On  the  ensuing  morning  I  awoke  with  a  severe  head-ache,  and  to  the 
knowledge  that  I  was  the  owner  of  the  finest  yacht  in  Cowes  ;  suddenly 
a  thought  struck  me — I  had  not  yet  seen  her,  neither  had  I  the  most 
remote  idea  where  she  was  to  he  seen,  hut  my  eye  caught  sight  of  a 
note  from  Mr.  Screwgeum  addressed  to  Captain  Parry  Hammond, 
sailing  master,  of  Pear-tree-green,  behind  the  Ferry,  Southampton.-  I 
sprang  from  my  coueh  and  was  speedily  on  the  track  of  the  Mariner  of 
Pear-tree-green  :  he  was  to  be  my  Captain — Monitor — and  naval 
instructor,  but  I  was  to  keep  him  at  arms  length,  he  was  an  invaluable 
man,  but  odd — very  odd  :  so  said  the  immaculate  Screwgeum.  I  stood 
before  a  very  neat  cottage  in  the  window  of  which  the  model  of  a  trim 
little  yacht  told  me  I  should  6nd  the  man  for  my  occasion.  I  knocked 
—a  fine  buxom  handsome  maiden  of  some  five- and-t wen ty  summers 
stood  before  me. 

"  Uncle  !"  exclaimed  the  sweetest  voiee,  accompanied  by  the  sweetest 
smile  imaginable,  '*  A  gentleman  I" 

*^  Werry  appy  to  see  the  g^n-le-man«-hax  im  to  walk  in  Maggy  ?** 

I  entered  a  trimly  arranged  little  parlour,  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a 
skipper's  sanctum. 

'*  With  ye  in  the  starting  of  a  tau-sal  sheet  Sir  I"  The  cheery,  hearty, 
sonorous  tones  opened  my  heart  to  the  man  at  once,  in  a  few  moments  he 
had  I  presume  started  his  top-sail  and  stood  before  me.  He  was  a  fine 
specimen  of  a  middle  aged  yacht  Captain,  ruddy  in  feature,  muscular  in 
form,  jaunty  in  his  gait  and  air,  and  possessing  a  stentorian  voice,  the 
lowest  tone  of  which  resembled  the  peroration  of  a  donkey's  bray  heard 
through  the  medium  of  a  sack  of  tenpenny  nails." 

"  Sarvint  Sir — Werry  glad  to  see  yer  on  the  Per-tree  grin." 

I  expressed  my  acknowledgments,  and  the  supreme  happiness  I 
experienced  in  making  the  acquaintance  of  so  distinguished  a  navigator, 
through  the  kind  recommendation  of  my  friend  Mr.  Screwgeum. 

He  read  Screwgeum^s  note—'*  Hum — ould  Screwgeum  try'in  to  work 
to  wind'ard  of  me  again,  yes  sir — (he  continued,)  I  have  the  Duvemay 
for  sale,  a  werry  noble  wessel — jest  the  thing  for  a  gen-le-man  like  you." 

**  I  beg  your  pardon  Mr.  Hammond  !"  I  answered  with  a  smile,  and 
drawing  myself  up  with  becoming  dignity  '*  I  am  the  present  owner  of 
^e  Duvemay.  I  came  not  to  purchase  from  you  but  to  ascertain  if  you 
were  disengaged  and  willing  to  take  command  of  her  for  me  !" 

**  His  jaw  tell,  a  vacant  stare  usurped  the  place  of  the  merry  twinkle^ 
be  gave  utterance  to  a  long  melancholy  whistle,  suddenly  pirouetted  on 
one  toe,  nimble  as  a  ballet-dancer,  and  sprang  out  of  the  room . 

The  low  growls  were  indistinctly  audible  "  Mag  I" 
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«  Well  Uncle" 

"  That  onducious  ould  — geura  — ^—  his  eyes  ■  be'n  an  had 
com—*  onld  Dnvernay  — ^  cut  me  out  ay  —  some  —  muff !" 

He  re-entered,  clad  in  neat  jack,  yery  correct  trousers,  spicy  pumps, 
and  a  gold  banded  cap. 

**  Glass  of  sherry  and  bitters  Sir,  do  yer  good  this  momin^  !  Beg 
pardon  just  a*gettin'  my  traps  ship  shape. '" 

"Softly  Mr.  Hammond  V*  said  I,  "  Let  us  have  an  understand! n''  !" 

"Certainly  Sir,  werry  proud  to  serve  you  ;  werry— indeed.  Fine 
wessel  is  Duvernay  Sir,  credit  to  any  gen-le-man  !" 

Maggy  at  this  moment  entered — she  too  had  been  getting  her  trap$ 
in  order ;  such  a  bewitching  little  cap  on  the  very  back  of  her  head, 
inch  a  marvellously  fashioned  dress,  developing  such  a  bust,  such  fairy 
fingers,  such  beautifully  moulded  arms,  such  coal  black  eyes,  such  raven 
hair,  such  a  sweet  entrancing  smile,  and  such  penetrating  glances,  it 
makes  my  heart  even  now  leap  at  the  recollection  of  them. 

Could  I  refuse  the  cup  preferred  by  such  a  Hebe  ?  Could  I  do 
otherwise  •  than  engage  the  uncle  of  such  a  being  at  a  salary  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guineas  a  year  ?  Was  it  in  my  nature  that  I  should 
•ay  nay  to  two  suits  of  clothes  during  the  season  ?  Was  there  a  feas- 
ible pretext  for  my  refusing  to  allow  him  to  engage  a  crew  of  twenty 
men  for  me  ? — No  not  one.  A  man  must  have  been  possessed  of  the 
meanest  appreciation  of  female  influence,  have  been  devoid  of  the  least 
spark  of  gallantry,  have  had  a  heart  of  stone,  and  feelings  like  iron 
shavings,  that  could  refuse  acquiescence  in  any  proposal  made  by  that 
disinterested  man,  professing  his  ability  and  determination  to  make  me 
the  most  distinguished  and  popular  yachtsman  afloat,  that  too  in  the 
presence  of  such  transcendant  beauty,  that  beauty  concentrated  in  the 
person  of  his  niece,  wbo  displayed  such  an  interest,  such  an  innocent 
enchanting  interest  in  my  welfare,  who  would  not  suffer  my  glass  to 
stand  unreplenished  for  a  moment,  whose  face  and  neck  became  suffused 
with  cnmson  blushes  when  she  caught  my  eye,^-oh  I 

**  I  must  show  Mr.  Fenton  my  testimonials,  *andsome  telescope, 
werry  excellent  ker'nometer,  gold  ring — many  others  :  spoken  highly 
^  in  BelTs  hif^^ — he  left  the  room  to  procure  these  honourable 
mementoes. 

"  You  will  pardon  my  uncle  Sir,  I  am  sure,  he's  a  very  odd  man  ;  but 
very  excellent  !**  exclaimed  the  siren,  leaning  towards  me  imploringly. 

Forgive  his  oddities,  of  course  1  should,  what  the  d 1  were  they 

^  me,  his  voice  to  be  sure  shocked  the  tympanum  occasionally,  but  if 
sl»e  did  not  mind  it  why  should  I ;  so  I  sealed  my  forgiveness  of  what 
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I  knew  not  then  of,   upon  ihe  ruby  lips  thus  pointiiigly  offered  

how  Dice  ! 

There  is  a  very  pretty  little  inlet  of  the  Solent  Seas  about  five  miles 
east  of  Cowes,  called  Fishbourne  Creek  ;  od  the  margin  of  this  Creek  I 
found  myself  standing  in  the  evening  of  that  day  with  my  companion 
Captain  Parry  Hammond  ;  the  tide  was  at  the  lowest  and  a  pictureaque 
slob  of  oozy  slime  was  here  and  there  dotted  by  some  three  or  four  jaehta 
that  appealed  to  be  left  there  by  their  owners,  either  from  disgust  or  the 
difficulty  of  getting  them  afloat ;  prominent  amongst  them  towered  the 
hull  and  spars  of  a  schooner  of  some  two  hundred  tons  ;  she  attracted 
my  attention  from  the  first  owing  to  her  desolate,  weather-worn,  wind- 
bleached,  sun-dried  appearance  ;  she  looked  to  my  idea  just  what  I 
would  anticipate  the  Ark  might  have  been,  had  an  opportune  shower  and 
mountain  flood  swept  her  from  Mount  Ararat  and  deposited  her  in  that 
sequestered  spot  to  end  her  days  in  peace,  and  rot  silently  away  into 
the  odoriferous  mud  in  which  she  lay  half  swallowed  ;  still  there  was  a 
goodly  bulk  of  her  above  it,  and  she  certainly  was  a  square  powerful 
looking  mass,  that  I  little  doubted  had  and  would  still  withstand  the 
ravages  of  centuries ;  I  turned  from  her  gladly  to  look  at  the  more 
modem  and  elegant  looking  vessels  that  surrounded  her,  albeit  forlorn 
as  they  were  I  fixed  upon  one  that  pleased  my  eye  best  as  being  the 
Duvernay. 

'*  This  is  our  ship  I  suppose,  Mr.  Hammond  ?'*  I  exclaimed  rubbing 
my  hands  at  having  made  so  successful  a  hit. 

"  Lor'  bless  you  no  Sir,  that  be  her,  the  big  un  lyin'  bows  on  to  the 
shore  yonder  T' 

"  What !  that  black  looking  hulk  with  the  auction  bills  pasted  on  her 
bows  ?'* 

"  Hulk  Sir,  no  Sir,  that's  the  Duvernay.  Mr.  Screwgeum  bought  her 
by  auction  about  a  month  ago,  he  gave  me  the  sale  of  her  to  whoever 
would  buy  her ;  but  I'm  glad  you  see'd  him  yourself,  he's  a  werry 
satisfactory  gen-le-man  to  have  dealin's  with  !" 

"  Ah  I  umph  !  how  long  shall  we  be  getting  ready  for  sea  Mr- 
Hammond  !" 

V         «*  I  should  say  about  a  month  or  so  I"  with  a  peculiar  stress  laid  upon 
C^eso. 

I  looked  at  him — on  my  soul  that  man  did  not  wince  ! 

To  be  continued. 
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SMITffS  WANDERINGS  IN  THE  MEDITER\NNEAN  • 

Wb  have  in  this  pleasantly  written,  and  admirably  illustrated  sketch 
book  journal,  a  narrative  of  the  adventurous  cruise  of  the  ubiquitous  Mr. 
Smith  in  the  "  Central  Sea/*  where,  he  informs  us,  he  was  induced  to 

wander  during  the  winter  of  1858-9,  by  his  friend  Captain  Bob ; 

whose  entreaties,  being  backed  by  a  pros|>ect  of  the  agreeable  compan- 
ionship of  **  Joss"  and  **  Dr  Allen,^'  so  prevailed,  as  to  induce  his  tearing 
himself  away  from  the  fair  girls  of  Erin,  and   trusting  his  fame  and 
fortune   to    the  vasty  deep.     It  is  illustrated  in  the  bold  and  masterly 
style  of  Crowquill,  and  both  sketches  and  anecdotes  are  exceedingly 
graphic  and  provocative  of  merry   laughter.     Embarked  in  one  of  the 
prettiest   clipper  schooners  that  ever  delighted   the  eye  of  a  fastidious 
Cowee  skipper,    to  wit — the  "  Little   Mary,"  (she  is  more  popularly 
known  by  her   Spanish  name,)   we  recognize  in  the  adventurer's  two 
dashing   Captains  of  Dragoons,  a  gay  and  popular  Irish  Baronet,  and  a 
talented  and   versatile  sou  of  Esculapius  from  the  "  Ould  Green  Isle  ! ' 
We  are  introduced  in  the  frontispiece  to,  we  presume,  the  artist,  namely 
'*  Smith*'  himself.     Do  not  tremble  good  reader  at  the  terrible  name, 
although  'comparatively  an  uncommon  one,  {not  to  meet,)  I  assure  you 
the  individual  who  has  thus  adopted  it  as  his  nom-du'crayon  et  de-la 
piume  is  an  exceedingly  presentable  personage  indeed,  in  fact  what 
namerous  young  ladies  will,  we  feel  assured,  pronounce  to  be  a  ''duck'* 
of  a  man  ;  and  he  informs  us  that  his   com[)agnous-du-voyage   are 
equally  presentable,  a  fact,   which,  from  personal  acquaintance,  we  are 
not  disposed  to  deny.     He  looks  as  he  stands  under  the  "  Cruise,'*  and 
over  the  **  Mediterranean,"  exactly  the  style   of  mau  to  take  the  ups 
and  downs  of  life  just  as  philosophically  as  Mr.  Sam  Weller,  junr.  ;  and 
^is  earnest  gaze  would  indicate  an  intense  longing  for  a  glimpse  of  the 
portals  of  the  tideless  sea ;  or,  as  his  thumb  rests  in  his  watch  pocket, 
anxiety  may  have  dwindled  into  abstraction  as  to  what  to  do  until  the 
kottr  for  dinner,     Five  dogs,   a  piano- forte,    four   sax-horns,  and  a 
throDometer,  perhaps  distract  his  mind,  and  like  the  Jerusalem  pony  he 
^oes  not  know  which  to  be  at. 

Plate  1  brings  us  into  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  the  voyagers  flatter 
Aemselves  in  escaping  the  visitation  'said  {o  be  inflicted  on  each  wander- 
^n^  bark  that  tempts  its  storm  tortured  waters,  they  look  very  jolly  on 
Ae quarter  deck;  but  old  "  Biscay"  is  not  to  be  done,  and  speedily  their 
pleasant  dream  is  rudely  dispelled,  for  they  are  driven  to  seek  refuge  in 
"  Corunna."     They   are    waited  upon   immediately    by    one    of   the 
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"  Institutions"  of  that  port,  viz. :— ■"  Cork  Mary,''  the  Bum-boat 
womun,  who  informs  them  as  how  she  was  lost  when  an  infant  from  an 
*'  Irish  Redgment  on  the  rethrate  to  R'runna,  Aud  found  herself  grown 
to  maturity  amidst  a  boatful  of  fowl,  lemons,  potatoes,  butter,  and 
champagne  r*  which  accordingly  they  believe,— all — ^but  the  champagne* 

Plate  3,  gives  us  an  insight  into  the  practice  of  photography  under 
difficulties,  Dr.  Allen  undertaking  to  keep  five  policemen  at  bay  whilst 
his  friend  Joss,  |partly  enshrouded  in  the  mysterious  black  cloth,  feloni- 
ously obtains  a  view,  and  then  assists  the  Dr.  in  complimenting  the 
guardians  of  the  people  on  their  activity  and  acuteness*  On  the  same 
leaf  we  have  Smith  and  the  Dr.  investing  capital  in  the  hire  of  horse- 
flesh for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  equestrian  exercise :  we  cannot  but 
admire  the  entire  confidence  they  display  in  trusting  themselves  on  the 
fisrcaly  (hungry  ?)  dispositioned  horses  of  Corunna  ;  the  Doctor's 
horse  is  evidently  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  has  got  a  dentist  on 
his  back,  and  is  apparently  under  the  torture  of  having  a  '*  Molar*' 
extracted  ;  whilst  Smith  reins  up  in  astonishment  to  feast  upon  the  rare 
skill  and  perfect  hunting  seat  of  the  gallant  Doctor. 

Plate  4,  gives  us  a  very  cleaver  sketch  of  Vigo,  in  the  description  of 
which  Smith  becomes  sentimental,  and  verges  on  the  romantic  ;  but 
recovers  himself  like  a  roan. 

Plate  6,  discovers  the  voyagers  on  the  horn  of  what  Paddy  calls  a 
<*  dialemma  ;'*  their  dogs   think  they  have  as  good  a  right  to  see  the 
mysteries  of  Lisbon  as  their  masters  ;  the  latter  perform  a  grand  flourish 
of  whistles,  and  are  rewarded  by  the  prompt  appearance  of  the  police, 
accompanied   by   the  populace — all   ready   for   a  jolly    row  I — Mem, 
Whistles  in   Lisbon  perform  the  duties  of  policemen's  rattles  :  from  this 
they  escape  in  a  coach  to  Cintra,  where  a  valet-  de-place  initiates  them 
into  certain  peculiarities  of  his  profession  ;  which  leads  them  to  pronounce 
his  services  useful,   but  his  character — decidedly  dubious.     Arrived  at 
Gibraltar,  Smith  looks  up  his  little  brother  Dick,  who  is  a  practianer 
in  the   Artillery  profession,   and   whom  he  find  enjoying  the  charming 
v:^riety  of  his  barrack  room  in  company  with  a  pipe  and  the  last  new 
novel  ;  the  artistic  embellishments  on  the  wall  sufficiently  indicate  that 
talent  is  inherent  in  this  branch  of  the  Smith  family  at  all  events  :  we 
'~^1)FUst  little  brother  Dick's  cartoons  will  not  be  included  under  the  head  of 
« barrack  damages."     Dick  introduces  his  distinguished   brother  and 
party  to  all  the   ^*  Rock  Scorpions  ;"  and  Smith,  sen.,  we  think  rather 
imprudently,  gives  to  the  world  accurate  sketches  of  the  salient  points  of 
the  rock  ;  what  will  government  say  to  this  ?— what  if  a  certain  Louis 
Napoleon  becomes  possessed  of  this  sketch  book  ? — who  knows  what  the 
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reraU  might  be  I«-what  if  by  means  of  Smith  we  should  be  betrayed, 
(perish  the  thonght,)  let  the  Emperor  purchase  a  copy  of  the  book  by 
all  means.  We  trust  Lord  John  Russell  will  have  the  good  sense  not  to 
interfere  ;   •*  Free  trade  Johnny  yersowl  I" 

In  Plate  1 1  we  find  our  merry  friends  at  Malaga,  in  taking  them 
into  which  a  Spanish  pilot  makes  a  bold  attempt  to  obtain  a  new  felucca, 
by  running  the  schooner  bang  into  his  old  one  ;  then  other  amusements 
are  wound  up  in  plate  12  by  a  sketch  of  the  ball,  worthy  of  the 
pencil  of  •'  Leech,"  or  "  Phiz  '  himself. 

.  Plate  13  introduces  us  to  Alicante  and  some  quaint  Qostumes,  from 
idience  a  few  dashes  of  Smith's  pencil  transports  us  to  the  deep  blue 
tea,  and  the  exciting  operation  of  catching  a  "  turtle/'  Captain  Bob 
robs  up  his  campaigning  experience,  executes  the  turtle,  and  stick  a 
ioup  I  Malta  next  affords  material  for  Smith's  yersatile  pencil,  we  see 
it  from  the  ramparts,  and  revel  amidst  the  picturesque  gardens  of 
Florian  :  when  quick  presto  I  from  the  contemplation  of  floral  beauty, 
we  are  plunged  into  the  gallery  of  the  baked  friars  in  the  Capuchin 
Monastery, 

**  Where  skeletons  in  well  steamed  crust 
A  warning  stand,  to  living  dust." 

Plate  17  we  would  strongly  commend  to  the  study  of  Messrs. 
'Laurie  and  Mamer,  or  such  like  fashioners  of  long-shore  clippers  ;  we 
have  here  a  very  correct  thing—quite  the  thing  to  create  an  excitement 
in  the  **  Drive."  We  should  gladly  forfeit  the  hour,  which  we,  poor 
printers'  devils  are  allowed  for  dinner,  in  order  to  witness  Smith  doing 
Pall  Mall  in  it  ;  but  Smith,  dear  boy  !— you  do  not  mean — for  to  go— 
^r  to  say— >that  they  really  do  /)rtf-ambulators  in  Malta  I  Has  the 
dear  old  delightful  item  of  the  sea  so  fallen  amongst  the  Islands  of  the 
"  Airth." 

Plates  18,  19,  and  20  are  capital  sketches  in  Corfu.  In  Albania 
Smith  does  execution  amongst  the  Porcine  game,  at  least  he  assumes 
be  has  shot  an  animal  of  the  pig  species  ;  ill  natured  people  may  say 
^t  the  dog  carried  in  the  rear  was  the  victim  ;  the  pig  died  of  fright. 
Never  mind  Smith,  people  will  talk  you  know  I 

In  Plate  21  there  is  a  particularly  racy  little  sketch,  the  embarkatioa  / 
in  punts,  hit  off  to  the  life. 

Plate  23  depicts  two  lively  incidents,  Smith  misses  a  ferocious  grunter 
by  just  the  wbk  of  his  tail,  and  in  putting  off  to  the  "  big  tub''  (not  the 
Utile  Mary  we  beg  to  observe)  the  *'  little  tub"  turns  restive  and  kicks 
^^  crew  overboard  ;  Smith's  remark-— his  N.B.  as  he  calls  it— -betrays 


154  hunt's  yachtinq  magazine. 

his  Doble  nature,  no  lives  lost !  24,  25,  and  26  continue  the  interest 
in  the  series.  27  is  the  Bazaar  of  Riekka  on  a  fine  day ;  we  shall 
look  out  for  your  fine  days  friend  Smith  I  We  shall  also  not  forget  the 
talent  you  displayed  at  Herculaneuiu  and  Pompeii  ;  the  portraits  are 
most  life  like  in  figure  1,  plate  29,  particularly  the  gentleman  to  the 
extreme  right.  Any  one  of  our  readers  who  have  ever  seen  his  poor 
dear  father,  must  be  struck  with  the  likeness  hit  off  so  happily  hy  the 
unerring  pencil  of  Smith  :  in  this  sketch  our  yachting  readers  will  dis- 
cover the  originals  of  Smith,  Captain  Bob,  Joss  and  Dr.  Allen. 

The  series  of  these  truly  admirable  sketches  are  completed  in  the 
80th  Plate,  and  much  did  we  regret  when  we  arrived  at  **  Naples  from 
Villa  Reale."  We  sincerely  trust  that  **  Smith"  will  give  us  a  few 
more  sketches  <  we  thank  him  for  a  hearty  laugh  and  a  pleasant  hoar's 
amusement ;  his  **  Wanderings"  will  prove  a  welcome  addition  to  oor 
yachting  libraries.  We  trust  the  ^  Little  Mary"  will  bear  her  merry 
crew  on  many  such  wanderings^  abd  that  we  may  profit  thereby.** 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFE-BOAT  INSTITUTION. 

On  Thursday  the  23rd  of  March,  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  this  institution  was  held  at  the  London  Tavern, 
Bishopsgate-street,  Admiral  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Talbot  G.B.,  in 
the  chair. 

After  some  excellent  remarks  from  the  noble  chairman,  Mr.  Lewisi 
the  indefatigable  secretary  to  the  Institution  read  the  Annual  Report.—* 
It  began  by  stating  that  the  total  nnmber  of  life-boats,  including  those 
in  course  of  construction,  belonging  to  the  Institution,  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  one.     A   truly  noble  fleet.     Outnumbered,  to  be  sure^  b)^ 
the    navies    of    commerce  and   war,  but  the  largest  life-saving  fleet 
that  the  world  had  yet  seen.     The  life*boat8  of  the  Royal  National  In  • 
stitution  had,  at  various  points  of  our  coasts,  been  actively  called  into 
operation  on  sixty -one  occasions  during  the  past  year.     Two  hundred 
and  eighteen  lives  had  been  saved  from  thirty-nine  wrecks*  and  five  ves- 
sels had  been  assisted  safely  into  port.    For  these  valuable  exertions  the 
total  sum  paid  to  life-boats'  crews  was  £733.  18s.  9d.     On  these  occa- 
sions, and  on  those  of  quarterly  exercise,  the  life-boats  were  manned  by 
4,Q00  persons.     Nearly  all  the  services  took  place  in  stormy  weather 
and  heavy  seas,  and  often  in  the  dark  hour  of  the  night.     The  com- 
mittee lamented  that  the  number  of  wrecks  in  the  seas  and  on  the  coasts 
of  the  British  Isles,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  life  therefrom,  had  been 
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aopreoedeoiedljf  large  during  the  past  year ;  no  lets  than  1,646  of  oar 
&ik>ir*creatitree  having  met  with  a  watery  grave.  In  ihe  ease  of  two 
vreeka  alone — vii.  those  of  the  Royal  Charter  and  the  Pomona— np- 
vanls  of  800  persons  perished  in  the  darkness  of  the  nighty  withont  the 
possibility  of  any  assistance  reaching  them.  It  was,  however,  consoling 
to  find,  that  the  exertions  which  had  been  made  daring  the  past  year  to 
rescue  life  from  shipwreck  had  been  attended  with  great  and  encouraging 
success,  ae  was  shewn  by  the  return  of  the  Board  of  Trade:  2,382  hav- 
ing been  thoe  saved*  The  services  of  a  life-boat  was  usually  only  called 
into  reqaiaition  when  it  would  not  be  safe  for  any  other  kind  of  vessel 
to  approach  a  wreck.  The  total  number  of  persons  saved  from  ship« 
wreck  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  National  Life-boat  Institution 
and  for  rescuing  whom  the  committee  had  granted  honorary  and  pecu- 
niary rewards  was  11,401.  Language  failed  adequately  to  describe  the 
amount  of  happiness  which  the  saving  of  so  many  thousands  persona 
must  have  conferred. 

During  the  past  year  one  gold  medal,  twenty  silver  medals,  thirteen 
votes  of  thanks,  inscribed  on  vellum,  and  £1,108  148*  3d.  have  been 
granted  for  saYing  the  lives  of  499  persons  on  the  coasts  and  outlying 
banks  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Many  of  these  services  had  been  of  the 
most  gallant  and  noble  character.  The  gold  medal  has  been  presented 
to  Joseph  Rogers,  the  Maltese  seaman  of  the  Royal  Charter,  wfao^  with 
a  line  round  him»  swam  through  the  heavy  surf  to  the  rocky  shore,  when 
that  unfortunate  vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  Anglesey  coast  in  October 
last,  whidi  line  was  the  means  of  saving  many  persons,  and  which,  had  not 
the  vessel  broken  up  in  so  short  a  time,  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
the  n^eaos  of  saving  most  of  those  on  board. 

The  Committee  acknowledged  the  asaatance  which  they  continued  to 
ivceive  from  the  local  committees  ;  from  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund, 
through  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and  from  the  Commodore  Comptroller- 
General,  the  Deputy  Comptroller-Greneral,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Coast  Guard  service. 

The  operations  of  the  committee  may  be  ihus  briefly  stated  :-— Since 
the  formation  of  the  institution  ifc  has  expended  on  lifeboat  eatablbh* 
Bents  £36,94S  5s.  8d.,  and  has  voted  82  gold  and  658  silver  medak  for 
distinguished  services  in  saving  life,  besides  pecuniary  awards,  an.ounliBg 
together  to  £12,759  15s.  3d.  During  the  past  year  expecses  bav« 
been  incurred  on  either  additional  new  lifeboat  stations,  or  the  replaeing 
of  old  boats,  transporting  carriages,  and  houses,  by  new  ones,  repairs^ 
•tores,  and  alterations  of  boats,  carriages^  and  houses,  and  for  exercising 
the  crews  of  lifeboats,  amounting  altogether  to  £11,120  18s.  3d.     This 
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great  and  natioDal  work  had,  however,  only  been  accomplished  hf  th0' 
■oeiety  incurriog  liabilitiet  to  the  extent  of  a  further  smn  of  £3,834« 
The  receipts  of  the  institution,  from  all  sotircee,  amounted  hist  year  Ur 
£11,652  lis.  6d.     Amongst  the  interesting inddents  connected  there^ 
with,  the  committee  gratefully  acknowledged  tb&  accompanykig  g^ifts, 
specially  appropriated  at  the  revest  of  the  donors  themselves  to  the  costr 
of  the  following  lifeboats  : — Ezmonth  (Lady  Rolle)  £375  ;  Porthcawly 
Portrush  (M.  A.  C.  S.)  £390  ;  Kinsgate,  St.  Andrews,  Thurso  (A.  W. 
Jnffiray,  Esq.)  £560  ;  North  Berwick  (Messrs.  Ja£&tty  and  Son)  £180  ^ 
Lizard  (the  Hon.  Mrs.  Agar  and  J«  Agar  Robartes,  Esq.,  M.P.)  £269- 
ISs.  7d. ;  Fowey  (Wm.  Rashleigh,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Ra8hleig^h> 
£100  :  Ban£F  (Messrs.  Macfie  and  Sons)  £  180 ;  £150  was  also'  received 
from  the  Shipwrecked  Mariners'  Society,  chiefty  collected  in  threepeneea 
from  its  seamen   members  in  aid  of  lifeboats.     Daring  the  preceding 
year  legacies  had  been  left  to  the  institution,  by  the  late  Miss  Church, 
£100 ;  George  Biggs,   Esq.,  Strand,  £100  ;  Edwin   Cuthbert,   Es4^t 
Denmark  Hill,  £50  ;  and  from  Mrs.  Ann  Thompson,  £100. 

The  report  concluded  by  aUuding  to  the  fact  that  not  only  was'lbe^ 
National  Lifeboat  Institution  now  one  of  the  most  important  benevolent 
societies  in  our  land,  but  that  its  operations  were  known  to  aH  the  roan- 
tame  powers  of  the  world.  Some  of  these  governments  had  had  life* 
boats  bmlt  under  the  superintendence  of  the  institution,  which  had  been 
instrumental  in  saving  many  lives.  Englishmen  resident  in  distant 
parts  of  the  globe  had  also  often  sent  tokens  of  their  approval  of  its 
philanthropie  labours.  The  committee  made  their  present  earnest 
appeal  on  its  behalf  in  the  full  assurance  that  those  who  would  exten<l 
to  it  their  support,  would  not  only  enhance  a  work  ei  benevolence  sod 
mercy,  but  of  national  importance,  end  would  thus  aid  in  helping  on- 
ward the  best  interests  of  the  cause  of  humanity  in  our  country. 

The  report  having  been  moved  and  unanimously  adopted,  Mr.  B»  R 
Forbes,  chairman  of  the  Massachusetts  Shipwreck  and  Humane  Society^ 
spoke  of  the  obligations  of  the  American  sister  society  to  the  British 
NaUonal  Lifeboat  Institution,  for  the  valuable  and  practicable  informa- 
tion it  has  rendered  them  on  various  subjects.  He  stated  that  along  the 
coasts  of  his  States  they  had  between  60  and  70  life  saving  stations,  or 
an^  average  of  one  station  fer  every  five  miles  (hear,  hear).  On  kwking 
at  the  wreck  chart  of  the  British  Isles,  he  regretted  to  see  that  in  some 
eases  hundreds  of  miles  still  intervened  between  some  of  their  lifeboat 
stations  (hear,  hear).  Considering  what  the  National  Lifeboat  Institu- 
tion had  already  accomplished  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  suffering 
humanity^  whose  principles  were  the  same  in  every  clime,  he  hoped  it 
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%oqU  ooDthiue  to  prosper,  and  be  able  to  panne  iU  oomne^f  vsefdnte^ 
for  amoogst  the  many  noble  and  beneTolent  inetitntions  in  England, 
tbere  was  none  better  known  and  appreciated  abroad  than  its  National 
Lifeboat  Institution  (cheerB.) 

Various  other  resolutions  having  been  subsequently  ^assedi  pledging 
As  meeting  to  renewed  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  truly  benevolent  and 
national  objects  of  the  institution,  and  the  usual  oompliraentary  vote  of 
tbsnks  having  been  given  to  the  chairman^  the  prooeediogs,  which  w 
of  a  veij  interesting  character. 


ADMIRALTY  COURT,— March,  24tb. 

MAMA4iTarjL  Yacht,  v  DasrATcu  stxambb. 

The  coBinon  which  gave  rise  to  this  suit  took  place  on  the  night  of  the 

^th  of  October  last,  in  the  Holyhead  new  hafbonr,  between  the  schooner 

jacht  Maraquita,  125  tons,  and  the  steam-tag  Despatch,  100  tons,  and  two 

CQgiaes  oi  SO-horse  power.     The  Maraquita,  manned  with  a  crew  of  seven 

bands,  excluding  Captain  Henry,  her  master  and  owner,  who  was  not  on 

board  that  night,  was  anchored  in  about  five  fathoms  of  water,  with  her  port 

anchor  and  30  fathoms  of  chain  out,  as  well  as  her  starboard  anchor  and  45 

fathoms  of  chain,  and  with  her  head  to  the  wind,  which  was  blowing  hard 

^om  north -east  by  east.    The  weather  was  thick,  with  sleet,  and  a  bright 

light  was  hanging  on  the  fore  staysail  halyards.    It  was  alleged  on  the  part 

^f  the  Maraquita  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Despatch  which  had 

previouftly  heen  anchored  on  her  port  quarter,  about  150  yards  to  leeward, 

vas  got  underway,  and  steamed  past  her  port  side ;  that  the  Despatch 

shortly  afterwards  drifted  astern,  and  then  steamed  ahead  again,  and  struck 

Import  side^  that  the  Despatch's  starboard  paddle  wheel  became  entangled 

in  her  port  obaio,  and  broke  ii  in  getting  free;  that  about  an  hour  afterwards 

the  Despatch  again  drifted  astern,  and  steamed  ahead  a  second  time,  struck 

her  on  her  port  bow,  and  further  damaged  her^  that  the  Maraquita  there- 

npon  began  to  drag  her  starboard  anchor,  and  soon  afterwards  went  ashore 

OD  the  rocka,  and  sunk. 

The  Despatch  had  been  acting  as  a  tender  to  the  Great  Eastern,  and  waa 
ia  charge  of  the  mate,  John  Davis.  Her  case  was  that  on  the  night  in 
question  it  blew  a  hurricane,  and  she  dragged  her  anchor  and  drifted  towards 
the  shore ;  that  she  steamed  ahead  to  windward,  dragging  her  chain  to  get 
to  asfe  anchorage  grounds,  and  passed  the  Maraquita ;  that  she  was  obliged 
to  stop  her  engines,  as  other  vessels  were  further  ahead,  and  that  a  heavy 
•quail  caught  her  and  sheered  her  right  into  the  Maraquita ;  that  after  get* 
ting  clear  she  steamed  ahead,  let  go  her  starboard  anchor,  let  out  30  fathoms 
of  chain,  and  lay  nearly  abreast  of  the  yacht  at  a  distanee  of  SO  or  40  yards; 
«od  that  about  an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards,  the  yacht  dragged  her  anchors 
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tnd  drifted  on  the  rocks.  The  crew  of  the  Despatch  attributed  the  first 
collision  to  inevitable  accident,  and  the  state  of  wind  and  weather,  and 
denied  that  there  was  any  second  collision  at  all.  They  also  charged  the 
Maraqutta  with  being  anchored  in  an  unsafe  berth,  and  with  not  having 
yf»ered  upon  her  cables  when  she  saw  the  danger  of  a  collision. 

Dr.  Twiss,  Q.C.,  and  Dr.  Tristam  were  counsel  for  the  Maraquita;  Dr. 
Deane,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  V.  Lushington  for  the  Despatch. 

Dr.  Lushiugton  having  summed  up, 

The  Trinity  Masters,  by  whom  the  court  was  assisted,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  Despatch  was  alone  to  blame. 

His  Lordship  concurred  in  that  opinion,  and  pronounced  accordingly. 


PATENT  SEAMLESS  FLAGS. 
Wb  have  now  before  us  a  blue  ensign  and  burgee  of  the  Clyde  Model  Club 
made  without  sewing  except  on  the  outer  edges  to  keep  them  from  fraying. 
The  red,  white,  and  blue  is  more  distinct  and  uniform  in  the  ensign  than  the 
sewed  flags ;  and  the  design,  a  rampant  lion  on  a  yellow  shield  is  very  pro- 
minently printed.  We  are  much  mistaken  if  these  flags  do  not  supersede 
the  sewed  ones,  as  for  durability  they  are  infinitely  superior.  They  may  be 
inspected  at  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.*s  6,  New  Church-*8treet,  Edgeware-rosd, 
London,  where  a  set  of  Ackers'  Flags  on  the  same  principle  will  shortly  be 
on  view. 


€iakx&  Jotkr. 

RoTAL  Caradiajn  Yacht  Club. 

Dear  Sir,— I  beg  to  send  you  a  list  of  our  officers  for  the  present  year  :-— 
Commodore,  Lieut.  Col.  Duril ,  Vice- Commodore,  J.  S.  Wallace,  Esq. ; 
Captain,  T.  J.  Robertson,  Esq. ;  Treasurer,  William  Wakefield,  sen.,  Esq. ; 
Secretary,  William  Armstrong,  Esq. 

We  promise  to  have  a  good  year's  sailing,  there  are  several  new  yachts  in 
course  of  building. 

Are  you  going  to  give  us  any  good  lines  of  yachts  from  10  to  20  ton% 
such  information  would  be. highly  useful  to  us. 

Our  winter  has  left  us  for  parts  unknown.  We  had  fine  iee-boating 
whiohj  would  be,  no  doubt,  a  novelty  to  many  of  your  English  yachtsmen. 
^Tfaese  boats  run-  at  the  rate  of  from  40  to  60  miles  an  hour  and  lay  close; 
they  are  on  three  skates;  stern  one.  moves  for  steering;  they  cany  enormous 
sail.  The  skates  are  made  of  boiler  plate  half  inch  thick  and  twelve  inches 
deep  ;  there  is  great  fun  to  be  had  out  of  these  boats,  they  will  go  about  in 
a  few  yards  and  off  again. 

Your  journal  we  now  receive  regularly. 

Excuse  haste,  from  yours  in  truth, 

Toronto,  Maroh  bih,  1860.  William  A»Msraova. 
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ADDRESS  TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  LEOPOLD  MCLINTOCK. 

Ah  address  was  presented  by  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  on  Thursday  March 
15th  to  Captain  M*Cliutock,  the  celebrated  Arctic  voyager.  The  proceed- 
ing took  place  in  the  theatre  of  the  Institution,  which  scarcely  suflBced  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  numerous  and  distinguished  company  assembled 
00  the  occasion,  to  testify  by  their  presence  their  warm  approval  of  this 
deserved  compliment  to  an  eminent  navigator.  The  greater  proportion  of 
the  assembly  were  ladies.  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  president  of  the  Society, 
presided.  He  was  received  upon  his  arrival  by  the  Marquis  of  Kildare,  V.P., 
Lord  Justice  of  Appeal,  V.P.,  Alderman  Atkinson,  Drs.  Waller,  Steele,  and 
Mr.  ICacrory,  and  conducted  by  them  to  the  theatre.  His  Excellency  was 
attended  by  GeDeral  Larcom,  Under  Secretary,  Mr.  Hatchell,  Private  Secre- 
tuy,  Lord  Otho  Fitzgerald,  Major  Bagot,  the  Honorable  L.  A.  Ellis,  m.p., 
A.i)C.  in  waiting.  Amongst  those  present  about  the  chair  were:<^Lord 
Viscount  Gough,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Colonel  Mylius,  Rer.  Dr.  Lloyd, 
Trinity  College  ;  the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  Hon.  Henry  Leeson,  ^ir  Bernard 
Barke,  Major  Greneral  Larcom,  Dean  Tighe,  Joshua  Barton,  Alderman  At- 
kinson, 6.  W.  Woods  Mannsell,  Professsor  Haughton,  f.t.g  d.  ;  G.  Hone, 
Andrew  Bagot,  Dr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Quinan,  Dr.  McSweeney,  8.  L.  Foote, 
Dr.  Walleir,  J.  Vicars,  Dis.  Owens,  Barker,  Steele,  H.  H.  Woods,  Shaw, 
».T.c.i).,  Charles  Bianconi,  &c. 

Captain  M*Clintock  was  received  with  applause  on  entering. 

^»  Waller  said  they  were  assembled  that  day  for  a  very  interesting  pur- 
pose—to  present  an  address  to  Captain  M*Clintock.  As  such  men  arose 
from  time  to  time  to  inscribe  their  names  on  the  page  of  history,  they  sym- 
ptthised  with  their  renown,  and  seemed  to  feel  that  some  portion  of  the 
iplendour  waa  reflected  upon  themselves.  Tt  was  not  in  sequestered  spots, 
or  in  the  study,  or  the  laboratory,  that  their  distinguished  brother  to  whom 
^^  were  about  to  offer  the  tribute  of  their  admiration  and  respect,  had 
Achieved  his  fame.  He  had  won  his  honours  struggling  though  frozen  seas, 
ud  wandering  over  icy  deserts.  The  title  of  Sir  Leopold  M*Clintock,  which 
he  nobly  wore,  he  had  won  as  bravely  as  knight  ever  did  on  battle  field 
(applause).  Now  that  he  had  accomplished  his  great  mission  of  science,  it 
**>  fitting  be  should  enjoy  some  little  repose  for  awhile — 

Suave  mari  magno  turbantibus  SBqnora  ventis, 
Eterre  magnum  spectare  laborem. 

^  let  them  hope  that,  at  a  comparatively  young  age,  and  unimpaired  as  he 
^tt  in  constitution,  there  was  still  before  him  many  years  of  active  employ- 
^''^t  in  which  he  should  reap  fresh  laurels  for  himself  and  gain  new  honoura 
^  his  country  (applause).  It  waa  men  made  of  such  stuff  as  he  was — 
**robur  et  ses  triplex" -^tbat,  from  the  days  of  Elizabeth  to  the  days  of 
Victoria,  had  been  the  glory  and  safeguard  of  their  empire.  Long  might  the 
"ritish  Isles,  and  Ireland  as  one  of  them,  continue  to  supply  to  the  British 
^^^y  luch  men  as  him,  and  so  long  as  they  did  so  the  hope  might  be  confi- 
^^i\y  cherished  that  they  would  maintain  their  ancient  supremacy  on  the 
***•    He  (Dr.  Waller)  would  proceed  to  read  the  address  of  the  Society  to 
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tbcir  drstinguishcd  brother  Sir  Leopid,  asking  his  EzcelleDcy  to  be  id  good, 
as  their  Presideat,  to  present  it  on  their  behalf  (applause).  He  then  read 
the  address  as  follows: — 

To  Francis  Leopold  APClintock,  Captatu  R.!^.,  JLL-D.,  M.R.D.S. 
''Sir. — We,  your  fellow  members  of  the  Royal  Dublia  Society,  welcome  you 
with  feelings  of  the  liveliest  pleasure  upon  your  safe  return  to  this  your 
native  land.     We  are  anxious,  too,  to  express  our  admiration  of  the  rare 
combination  of  qualities  which  befitted  you  so  eminently  for  the  arduous 
enterprise  you  undertook,  sustaining  you  through  all  its  trials,  and  enabling 
you  at  length  to  bring  it  to  so  successful  and  honourable  an  issue.     To  tooch 
even,  in  the  briefest  manner,  the  details  of  your  long  and  extensive  Arctic 
explorations,  spread  over  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years,  and  including  six 
winters  spent  in  the  ice,  would  be  unsuited  to  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
and  a  needless  recital  of  facts  now  familiar  to  every  reader.     Rather  would 
we  record  our  high  appreciation  of  what  your  own  modest  narrative  nowhere 
alludes  to,  but  which  the  concurrent  testimony  of  those  who  served  under 
you  abundantly  establishes,  those  great  qualities  which,  to  use  the  language 
of  Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  *  in  moments  of  extreme  peril  elicited  their 
heartiest  admiration  and  insured  their  perfect  confidence.*    Tou  told  us 
lately  that  one  of  the  most  powerful  incentives  that  sustained  you  through 
80  lengthened  a  period  was  the  question  constantly  recurring  to  your  mind, 
**  What  will  they  say  at  homeP"     That-  home  to  which  you  have  returned 
has  said,  by  the  voice  of  your  assembled  fellow  countymen,  that  you  have  so 
done  your  duty  as  to  confer  honour  on  them  as  well  as  on  yourself.    We, 
too,  will  say,  that  amongst  those  whom  the  world  counts  heroes,  few  hold 
higher  places  in  the  estimation  of  thoughtful  men  than  those  gallant  band  of 
Arctic  explorers  (amongst  whom  you  are  so  honourably  distinguished)  who 
from  time  to  time  have  all  perilled,  and  many  of  them  sacrificed  their  lives, 
in  the  pursuit  of  science.    The  excitement  of  warfare,  its  rapid  changes  and 
sudden  issues,  its  scenes  enacted  before  a  thousand  witnesses,  may  well 
stimulate  and  sustain  the  soldier;  but  they,  who  ice  bound  in  Polar  Seas, 
brave  the  horrors  of  a  twelve  weeks'  night  of  stUlness  and  chill  desohitioa— 
who  struggle  through  floes  and  icebergs  in  momentary  peril  of  destruction 
who  traverse  hundreds  of  miles  over  ice  in  hunger  and  cold,  and  weariness, 
and  physical  suffering,  and  everything  around  to  depress  the  spirit,  to  deadea 
the  energies,  and  to  enfeeble  the  body — and  who  yet  with  courageous  con- 
stancy and  steady  hopeful  devotion,  persevere  unflinchingly  in  the  cause  to 
wh'ch  they  have  committed  themselves—they,  indeed,  exhibit  perhaps  the 
-^highest  heroism — the  heroism  of  endurance.     But  this  Society,  with  special 
fitness,  identifies  itself  with  your  labours  and  sympathizes  with  your  success. 
They  remember  with  pleasure  that  in  their  laboratory,  and  in  conjunction 
with  one  of  their  professers,  you  instituted  many  years  ago  a  series  of  expe- 
riments in  relation  to  fuel,  and  heating  apparatus  for  Arctic  travellers,  that 
you  were  aided  in  your  last  expedition  by  the  counsel  and  science  of  one  or 
our  most  distinguished  members,  and  that  you  have  more  than  verified  ibe 
assurance  you  gave  us  when  we  forwarded  a  memorial  to  the  governnientin 
fiivour  of  Lady  Franklin's  solicitations,  that  there  is  now  no  known  position; 
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kwerer  remote^  from  which  a  well  equip|7ed  crew  coald  not  effect  then* 
ocape  by  their  own  nnaided  efforts.  Let  m  also  gratefully  acknowledge 
Oar  own  special  obligations  for  yonr  valnable  donations  to  oor  Mnaeom  of 
Katonl  History;  above  all  for  the  geological  specimens  collected  by  you  in 
jowfom  Arctic  expeditions,  which  now  form  in  oar  moseum  a  more  ezten- 
sre  and  better  collection  of  Arctic  rocks  and  fosails  than  is  to  be  foand  in 
soj  other  museum  in  Europe.  In  fnlillling  your  mission,  you  and  your 
Mociates  haye  added  largely  to  science  by  the  surveys  of  coasts  hitherto 
mdefioed,  and  by  determining  the  exact  position  of  the  extreme  northern 
promontory  of  the  continent  of  America  ;  above  all  yon  have  accomplished 
theiacred  dnty  assigned  to  you  in  the  discovery  of  those  profoundly  inter* 
oting  relics,  which,  while  they  solve  the  mystery  that  involved  the  fate  of 
ftr  John  Franklin*B  expedition,  establish  his  claims  as  the  first  discoverer 
of  a  north' west  passage  ;  but  in  vindicating  his  fame  yon  have  made  yonr 
ovQ*  We  earnestly  hope  that  you  may  long  enjoy  all  the  substantial  benefits 
Bs  well  as  the  signal  hononr,  to  which  your  labours  have  so  well  entitled 
yoo,  and  that  your  future  career  may  redound  more  and  more  to  your  own 
distinction  and  the  benefit  of  youi  country  (applause). 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  rose  and  said — Sir  Leopold  M'Clintock,  I  consider  it 

0  high  and  fortunate  privilege  for  myself,  that  by  virtue  of  the  position  which 

1  fill  in  this  country  and  specially  in  this  society,  I  am  charged  with  the  duty 
of  placing  the  very  interesting  and  appropriate  address  to  which  we  hava 
JQtt  liitened  in  vour  own  brave  and  honest  hands.     I  he  document  itself 

m 

unply  and  sufficiently  sets  forth  the  exact  grounds  upon  which  this  recogni- 
tion and  distinction  have  been  awarded  to  you  by  the  eminent  body  which  is 
BOW  gathered  around  you.  It  is  not  the  first  body  from  which  such  tokens 
^ve  proceeded — it  will  not  be  the  last.  We  are  echoing  here  to  day  the 
expressions  of  welcome  and  approval  which  have  already  found  utterance 
from  the  corporations  of  Dublin  and  London — from  the  parliament  of  the 
united  realm-t»from  the  royal  lips  which  have  supplied  the  new  title  by 
vhich  I  have  addressed  you.  The  qualities  of  disinterested  and  chivalrous 
^terprise,  of  manly  hardihood,  of  self  collected  calmness  in  perplexity  and 
dtnger,  are  obvious  to  all  who  have  followed  your  eventful  story.  The 
cootribotions  you  have  made  to  geography,  to  natural  history,  and  to  science 
S^Dcially  can  be  best  appreciated  by  this  and  other  kindred  learned  bodies. 
But,  if  I  may  speak  for  myself— and  I  may  say  in  passing,  that  if  it  had  not 
^*oen  for  a  very  special  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  a  recent  family 
^^^Vttvement  would  have  kept  me  in  privacy— if  I  may  assign  weight  to  my 
own  immediate  impressions — ^above  the  mere  attributes  of  bravery  and  forti*^ 
fQde,  common,  we  may  proudly  think,  to  so  many  of  your  countrymen  and 
Ctttainly  to  so  many  of  your  associates— -above  any  additions  to  our  geo- 
P>phical  and  scientific  knowledge,  however  intrinsically  important,  I  should 
'ClssB  that  genuine  thorough  absence  of  all  assumption  and  affectation  >-> that 
porvadmg  modesty  of  the  manners  and  the  heart,  which  is  typified  in  your 
^ole  career,  in  the  clear  transparent  current  of  your  narrative,  most  of  all» 
P^^po*  in  your  breathing  and  living  presence  (applause).    None,  indeed* 
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like  the  brave  and  trusty  companiona  of  yoar  wanderings,  and  yoar  perili^' 
can  have  felt  the  force  and  the  contagion  of  that  even  spirit--*tbat  hopefal 
cheerfiilness — that  sober  piety,  as  unostentatious  and  more  precious  than  all 
the  rest  Tes,  and  they  must  have  felt  during  that  long  unbroken  night  of 
Arctic  winter,  when  no  change  of  hue  relieved  the  leaden  sky — when  no 
•ound  of  life  broke  upon  the  icy  air,  that  though  the  material  sun  had 
departed  from  the  gaze,  and  ceased  to  mark  their  day  from  their  night,  there 
was  a  moral  light  and  a  moral  warmth  among  them  which,  in  the  datkest  and 
dreariest  hour,  kept  clear  for  them  the  path  of  their  duty  and  fed  the  beacon 
of  their  hope.  Receive  then,  Sir,  even  from  these  inefficient  hands,  tiie 
address  which  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  now  tender  to  you.  Perhaps,  from 
a  man  who,  in  his  day  and  vocation,  has  done  so  much,  it  would  hardly  be 
fair  to  expect  that  any  more  remained  to  be  done ;  but  whatever  may  be  the 
Divine  will  in  this  respect,  I  am  sure  that  we  all  join  in  wishing  that  yon 
may  very  long  enjoy  the  effectionate  intercourse  of  your  friends  and  the 
admiring  gratitude  of  your  countrymen  (loud  cheers). 

Captain  Sir  Leopold  M^Clintock  said — May  it  please  you  Excellency,  I 
most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  honour  yon  have  conferred  on  me  by  pre- 
siding on  an  occasion  so  publicly  and  personally  interesting  to  me.    Fellow 
members  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  I  have  availedmyself  of  your  permis- 
sion, kindly  granted  to  me,  to  put  on  paper  my  reply  to  your  moat  beautiful 
and  touching  address.    I  have  done  so,  because  in  no  other  way  could  I 
attempt  or  hope  to  convey  to  you  an  Idea  of  the  deep  sense  of  obligatioo 
I  feel  under  to  you.    The  reason  I  have  departed  from  the  ordinary  rnle  on 
such  an  occasion  will  be  explained  to  you  in  a  few  words.     In  early  life,  in 
common  with  many  other  young  naval  officers,  I  cherished  the  idea  that  the 
art  of  speaking  was  no  part  of  our  profession  (laughter  and  great  applause)i 
It  appeared  to  us,  at  least,  that  no  amount  of  talking  would  ever  put  a  ship 
about  (renewed  laughter).    Neither  would  it  hasten  our  promotion  in  aoy 
way.    I  therefore  neglected  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  accomplish- 
ment in  favour  of  other  requirements  appertaining  to  nautical  skill  (applause^ 
Being  now  very  unexpectedly  in  some  measure  become  a  public  man,  I  an 
suiTering  the  penalty  of  this  neglect  of  an  important  part  of  my  education* 
Long  years  of  active  service  in  solit  nde  and  desolation  rather  confirmed  the 
defect  of  my  early  life,  for,  although  the  Arctic  region  is  highly  favoonble 
for  the  exercise  of  reflection,  yet  there  is  not  the  slightest  inducement  to 
give  actual  expression  of  one's  thoughts  (laughter).    When  Dr.  Livingstone 
V    returned  after  his  long  African  expedition  I  happened  to  meet  him  in  London, 
^  and  I  found  that  he  spoke  his  native  English  very  imperfectly  and  with 
foreign  accent.    But  on  an  extraordinary  occasion,  like  the  present,  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  me  to  remain  silent ;  inclination  is  stronger  than  bahit, 
and  it  was  my  wbh  to  explain  to  yon  briefly  my  regret  at  not  being  able  to 
reply  to  your  address  in  a  more  suitable  speech  (applause).    Captain  Sir 
Leopold  M^Clintock  then  read  the  following  reply  : — 

'*May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  Fellow  Members — Whilst  I  feel  (bit 
I  am  very  undeserving  of  the  eloquent  panegyric  which  you  have  prononnced 
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\tpon  me,  yet  the  ferrent  langaage  which  it  breathes  throughout  convinces 
me  that  what  I  have  done  has  been  safficient  to  obtain  for  me  the  covetted 
esteem  of  mj  fellow  members  of  this  Society.  For  several  years  past  I  have 
u  circmmstances  permitted,  collected  specimens  for  your  Museum  of  Natu- 
ral History.  In  doing  so  I  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  to  labour  with  you  in  the 
cause  of  science;  and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  assuring 
yon  that  I  have  invariably  experienced  the  greatest  courtesy  and  assistance 
iram  every  officer  of  the  Society.  Rightly  considered,  then,  the  geological 
tnd  other  specimens  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  the 
Society's  Museum  are  the  fruits  of  the  encouragement  and  facilities  afforded 
to  me  by  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  to  become  a  contributor,  and  in  no  other 
way  could  I  have  acknowledged  the  aid  so  liberally  extended  by  the  council, 
vluch  permitted  me  to  avail  myself  of  their  laboratory,  and,  in  some  degree 
of  their  funds.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  indeed  a  pleasure,  as  well 
u  an  obvious  duty  to  collect  diligently.  To  the  very  handsome  mention 
yoa  have  made  of  my  Arctic  services,  especially  those  of  my  fourth  and  last 
cipedition,  I  ain  quite  unable  to  offer  any  suitable  reply.  Strong  hope  com- 
Inoed  with  an  earnest  desire  faithfully  and  truly  to  perform  my  duty,  rather 
than  the  lofty  aspiration  of  wioniDg  such  praises  as  you  have  now  bestowed, 
wuthe  constant  prompting  of  a  mind  less  distinguished  for  ambition  than 
for  ardour.  It  was  with  the  perfect  knowledge  that  the  sympathies  and 
prayers  of  the  civilized  were  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  the  widow  that  I  under- 
took the  responsibility  of  a  final  search.  All  national  efforts  to  ascertain 
the  fiite  of  our  lost  countrymen  had  ceased  when  Lady  Franklin  boldly  sent 
forth  her  **  forlorn-hope,*'  the  offspring  of  her  undying  affection,  and  it 
pleased  the  Almighty  disposer  of  events  that  her  cause  should  prevail.  She 
is  Dow  released  from  harrowing  suspense,  and  has  the  comfort  of  knowing 
that  her  husband  was  spared  from  a  lingering  death.  She  enjoys,  too,  the 
^<>Qaolation  of  having,  by  her  own  unparalleled  devotion,  established  on  an 
miperishable  basis  his  too  dearly  bought  fame.  As  her  executive,  I  have 
^>€en  honoured  fiir  beyond  any  merits  of  my  own.  Yet  neither  the  intensely 
gratifying  spectacle  which  now  presents  itself  to  me,  nor  the  high  honours 
which  have  been  conferred,  nor  the  glowing  language  of  enthusiastic  friends, 
which  are  to  me  as  words  of  fire,  can  in  any  way  affect  the  grateful  feeling 
which  I  entertain  towards  Lady  Franklin  for  the  unbounded  confidence  she 
'cposed  in  me  by  intrusting  me  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  one  great  object 
^or  which  alone  she  seems  to  have  lived. 

'*Thi8  brief  reply  would  fail  of  its  chief  aim  did  I  not  assure  you  that  my 
connexion  with  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  con- 
tinual gratification.  Through  it  I  have  been  led  to  join  the  ranks  of  those 
who  are  useful  to  science.  Through  it  also  I  have  been  able  to  facilitate  the 
o^ch  of  the  Arctic  traveller,  by  improving  his  equipment ;  and  Amongst  its 
Members  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  form  friendships  which  time  cannot  im- 
pair. As  the  honored  recipient  of  this  most  touching  (though  too  flattering) 
*d(lress,  I  feel  deeply  indebted  to  you,  nor  can  I  more  than  offer  you  abun- 
^tit  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  welcome  and  your  sympathy — so  warmly  and 
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io  feelingly  expresBcd.  Neither  can  I  adequately  convey  to  you  my  pride  of 
being  thus  honourably  identified  with  a  soi'iety  which  has  conferred  sucW 
signal  benefits  upon  our  country  by  its  practical  application  of  seientiftc 
knowledge.  Let  me  hope,  however,  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  profession  to 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  belong,  I  may  at  some  future  period  have  un 
opportunity  of  proving  to  you  how  earnestly  I  desire  to  retain  jour  esteem. 
As  hitherto  the  wish  to  stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  good  men  has  exerted 
a  beneficial  influence,  so.  now,  having  gained  your  approval,  I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  show  myself  worthy  of  being  your  fellow  member  and  fellow- 
countryman  (applause)/* 

The  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal  briefly  thanked  his  Excellency  for  the  honour 
he  conferred  upon  the  Society  by  attending  on  that  occasion  (applause). 

His  Excellency  thanked  the  assemblage  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  they 
had  received'  the  remarks  of  his  friend  the  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal,  and 
observed  that  he  felt  warranted  in  stating  that  under  whatever  circumstances 
they  might  individually  have  attended  that  day  none  would  ever  regret  being 
present  on  so  interesting  an  occasion  (applause).  The  proceedings  then 
terminated. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Hoyal  Thames  Yacht  Club. — The  meeting  on  the  7th  ult.  was  well  attended; 
it  being  the  period  of  election  of  officers  for  the  present  year.  In  the  absence 
of  Lord  Alfred  Paget,  the  Vice  Commodore  (R.  Green  Esq.,)  presided  for 
the  confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  February  meeting.  After  which  Lord 
Alfred  Paget  and  R.  Green  Esq.,  were  re-elected. 

Tlie  following  officers  were  then  severally  unanimously  re-elected,  and 
respectively  returned  thanks,  viz: — J.  llutchins.  Esq.,  treasurer  ;  Capt.  P. 
C.  S.  Grant,  secretary;  R.  Cooke,  Esq.,  cup-bearer;  and  Messrs.  J.  S.  Ford, 
W.  L.  Hooper,  and  J.  Harvey,  auditors. 

1  he  following  members  were  then  unanimously  chosen  to  act  as  the  one 
**  General  Committee  of  Management"  for  the  ensuing  year,  with  power  to 
appoint  sub -committees  for  sailing,  house,  library,  &c.,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  viz: — Messrs.  W.  P.  Bain,  E.  Ballard,  H.  W,  Birch,  L.  Bird,  J.  L. 
Craigie,  S.  N.  Driver,  \,  Duncan,  jun.  R.  Flowers,  G.  Gandell,  T.  Groves, 
jun.  11.  Liggins,  C.  Marett,  W.  O.  Marshall,  J.  Mills,  J.  G.  Morgan,  G, 
Paine,  C.  Smart,  C.  Stokes,  C.  R.  Tatham,  J.  Tliomson,  and  R.  J.  Wilkinson. 
*  The  report  of  the  Sailing  Committee  was  announced,  and  at  present  the 
only  fixtures  for  the  ensuing  season,  definitely  settled,  were  the  opening 
trip,  on  Saturday,  5th  of  May  next,  the  rendezvous  for  yachts  oflf  Brunswick 
pier,  Blackwall,  at  2h.  p  m.,  to  sail  thence  in  company  to  Gravesend;  aad 
ttie  first  sailing  inateh  (for  the  smaller  boats  usually  afloat  first)  to  take  place 
on  VVedue^idiy,  the  :JOih  of  May,  for  cutters  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
classes.    Second  class  exceeding  20  tons,  and  not  exceeding  35,  for  a  pri*^ 
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nloe  60  fl078.  Course  from  Erith  round  the  Nore  and  back.  Third  class 
exceeding  12  tons,  and  not  exceeding  20.  Prises  respectively  — £40  value 
to  first  boat  and  ^15  value  (provided  four  start)  to  tiecond  boat.  Fourth 
class — 7  tons  and  cot  exceeding  12;  prizes  respectively,  £30  value  to  first 
boat,  and  a  £10  cup  to  the  second  boat  (provided  four  start).  Course  (Srd 
tod  4th  class),  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  and  return.  Time  allowance  for 
tits  three  classes  half  minut«  per  ton  in  each  class.  The  entries  for  the 
tboYe  will  close  on  Wednesday  May,  23rd  at  10  p  m. 

It  is  proposed  that  there  shall  be  three  additional  n^atches  (two  open) 
Qsriog  the  month  of  June,  bat  not  later;  the  definite  arrangements  connected 
tberewith  to  be  referred  to  the  new  Committee  of  Management.  The  first 
tod  second  class  11.  T.  Y.  C  cutter  matches,  for  yachts  of  over  20  and  not 
exceeding  35  tons,  and  any  tonnage  over  S6  tons  will  probably  be  sailed 
^ut  the  middle  of  June,  and  from  what  we  can  learn,  will  produce  some 
clippers  of  the  first  order.  The  ballotting  for  new  members  having  resulted 
in  the  election  (amongst  others)  of  Col.  H.  Armytage,  owner  of  the  Laura 
(clipper)  cutter  of  23  tons,  the  chairman  declared  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  Wednesday  the  4th  of  April. 

R^ytd  Mertey  Yacht  Club. — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Club  met  nume- 
rously on  Monday  evening  March  6th  at  their  Club-room   Liverpool,  T. 
Liitledale,  Esq.,  Commodore  presiding.      The  proceedings   of  the   former 
taeeting  were  confiimed,  together  with  the  balance-shret  for  last  year,  which 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  the  club's  finances.     In  addition  to  the 
investment  in  the  Dock  Trust,  the  treasurer  holds  a  balance  to  the  credit  in 
the  bank,  after  paying  the  general  expenditure  of  the  past  year.     The  an- 
nual subscription  for  the  present  year  now  falls  due.     The  hon-secfetary 
has  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Life  boat 
institution,  in  acknowledgment  for  the  liberal  donation  of  £75  the  proceeds 
of  the  ball,  to  that  Philanthropic  Institution,  conveying  the  warmest  thanks 
from  the  general  meeting  held  in  London,  to  the  members  of  the  Club. 
Also  a  communication   was   read  from  the  General    Hegihter  of  Seamen, 
'^quiring  the  yacht  owners  to  transmit  to  him  the  half-yearly  return  of  the 
n»en  employed  by  them.     Mr.  George  liiggins  of  Broughfon,   Manchester, 
^M  proposed  for  membership.     A  notice  of  motion  was  given  respecting 
*  Q«w  arrangement  of  the  Club-room  and  oflice,  which  will  come  into  effect 
3t  the  end  of  the  approaching  season.     The  Commodore  and  ofiicers  were 
fc-elected,  with  thanks  for  their  past  services.     It  was  further  confirmed 
that  the  opening  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  next   meeting  on  the  2nd  of 
'^pril.  at  the  Marine  Station,  Rock  Ferry.     There  are  three  new  )ac!>(5 
(iron)  ia  the  course  of  construction  for  members  of  this  Club. 

R^jfal  St.  George  8  Yacht  Club,  Kingstown, —  I'bc  annual  event,  known  as 
the  U Gilding  Out  dinner  took  place  at  the  Club-huuse  on  the  2nd  of  March, 
"*^j"g  the  day  on  which  the  period  allowed  for  the  payment  of  subsciptions 
closed.  Commodore  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham  was  to  have  presided,  but 
^nc  recent  death  of  his  brother  prevented  him,  and  in  his  absence  the  chair 
vsg  taken  by  Vice- commodore   ilenry,  suppuited  by  Uear-coiumodore  E, 
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Bowen.  Thirty-four  members  fat  down  to  the  dinner,  which  in  aH  it* 
arrangements  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  reflected  the  highest  credit  on 
the  house  steward  and  his  clever  chefde  etasine*  The  usual  loyal  and 
yachting  toasts  were  duly  honoured,  after  which  the  ceremony  of  reading  out 
was  proceeded  with,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  but  one  single  member, 
the  others  who  had  not  previously  paid  up  being  answered  ibr  by  friendt 
present,  or  reported  as  absent  from  Ireland,  either  of  which  obyiates  the 
penalty  of  loss  of  membership.  As  very  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
existed  between  some  few  members  relative  to  the  expediency  and  probable 
results  of  the  recent  resolution  passed  by  the  club,  raising  the  annual  sub* 
scription  from  two  to  three  guineas,  it  may  be  interesting  to  state  that  in  a 
club  consisting  of  some  600  members,  not  10  of  them  retired  in  consequence 
of  the  advanced  annual  subscription,  whilst  more  than  that  number  have 
been  admitted  during  the  very  brief  period  the  ballot  has  been  opened  for 
the  season. 

Royal  London  Yacht  Club.^The  General  Meeting  of  this  Club  was  held 
on  Monday  Evening,  March  19th,  when  the  Election  of  Officers  took  place, 
after  reading  and  confirming  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Tress  said  he  had  great  pleasure  in  nominating  Mr.  Arcedeckne  for 
re-election  as  Commodore.     He  would  not  detain  them  by  entering  into 
details  of  that  gentleman's  fitness  for  the  office  to  which  he  asked  them  to 
re-elect  him.     He  (Mr.   Tress)  had  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  with  the 
Commodore  upon  the  sailing  committee  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  and 
he  must  say,  and  was  sure  the  other  members  of  the  committee  would  agree 
with  him,  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Arcedeckne  was  always  working  well  for 
the  club,  and  was  in  every  way  fitted  to  be  its  CommodorCf  and  the  club 
could  best  show  their  appreciation  of  his  services  by  re-electing  him.     Mr. 
Arcedeckne  having  been  unanimously  re-elected,  Mr.  Crosley  said  it  was 
with  feelings  of  great  pleasure  that  he  moved  the  re-election  of  the  Vice- 
commodore,  Mr.  T.  Broadwood  jun.     He  had  watched  that  gentleman*s  ca- 
reer for  some  years  past,  and  more  especially  since  he  had  held  office  in  the 
club,  and  the  conclusion  he  had  arrived  at  was  that  Mr.  Broadwood  was 
essentially  a  business  man,  and  had  done  a  great  deal  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  club,  although  it  was  so  recently  that  he  had  been  made  their  Vice- 
commodore.     AAer  dwelling  upon  the  beneficial  results  which  would  ever 
attend  unanimity  and  good  feeling  among  the  members,  said  he  felt  no  small 
pride  and  delight  in  proposing  Mr.  Broadwood*s  re-election,  and  he  felt  sure 
the  club  would  do  the  same  by  acclamation.     Mr.  Broadwood  having  been 
unanimously  elected,  Mr.   Phillips  said  the  committee  were  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  bring  forward  any  one  as  Rear-commodore,  and  begged  to  leave 
the  office  open.     Mr.  Phillips  then  proposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  G.  C. 
Eagle  as  Treasurer.     He  was  so  well  known  and  respected  by  them  all  that 
it  was  needless  to  endeavour  to  impress  upon  them  how  sincere  a  fnend,  and 
how  attentive  an  officer  he  was,  and  in  every  way  qualified  for  the  post  be 
held,  and  although  he  never  wasted  the  funds,  still  he  never  showed  sny 
needless  economy.     He  therefore  begged  to  propose  Mr.  Eagle's  re-election 
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ly  acclamation.     Mr.  Eagle  hariiig  been  unanimoualy  re-elected,  Mr.  Phil- 
%■  retired  from  the  chair,  and  informed  the  Commodore  and  Treasurer  of 
their  re-election. 

The  two  gentlemen  then  returned  thanks,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
explained  as  a  reason  for  the  Vice-commodore's  absence  that  he  had  just 
Itooched  a  new  yacht  of  125  tons,  and  was  gone  to  superintend  her  fitting 
oat. 

The  other  officers  were  elected  as  follows: — Sailing  Committee:  The  Flag 
Officers  and  Treasurer,  and  Messrs.  R»  Barclay,  H.  S.  Fearon,  6.  Haines, 
S.  Lane,  W.  &.  Maynard,  £.  S.  Phillips,  W.  Smith,  T.  N.  Talfourd,  and 
R.  Tress.  House  Committee:  the  Flag  Officers  and  Treasurer,  Captain  A. 
Burgess,  and  Messrs.  A.  Crosley,  C.  B.  Harris,  Hughes,  S.  F.  Oriel,  O.D. 
Osborne,  VV.  C.  Sleigh,  F.  Talfourd,  G.  Tomliuson  and  R.  J.  Wood.  Cup- 
bearer  :  Mr.  A.  Crosley,  (re-elected).  Auditoist  Messrs.  £.  Crosley,  E.  S. 
Phillips,  and  O.  D.  Osborne  (re .elected).  Measurers  of  yachts:  Messrs. 
Haines,  Roe,  (re-elected)  and  Delany.  The  report  of  the  Sailing  Committee 
vas  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  showed  the  following  as  the  list  of 
fixtures  lor  the  ensuing  season : — 

The  opening  trip  on  Saturday  April  21st. — Yachts  to  assemble  at  Black- 
wall  (Brunswick  pier)  at  3h.  p.m.  and  start  at  3h.  30m.  on  the  Commodore 
lK)isting  the  Blue  Peter.  The  members  and  friends  to  dine  at  Erith,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  Secretary  not  later  than  the  18th  of  April. 

First  match  of  the  season  to  take  place  on  May  15th  for  Srd  class  yachts; 
>lio  an  additional  match  for  yachts  not  exceeding  6  tons;  entries  to  close  on 
l^iesday  May  8th:  course  Erith  to  Coal  House  point  and  back  to  Greenwich. 
Pri2es:^third  class,  first  boat  £20  (in  plate),  second  boat  £10,  third  boat 
^.  Extra  match:  first  boat  XI 5  (in  plate),  second  boat  £5.  Time  for 
tonnage,  one  minute  per  ton. 

Second  match,  Wednesday  June  13,  for  yachts  belonging  to  1st  and  2nd 
classes;  entries  to  close  June  6th.  First  class  from  Erith  to  the  Nore  Light 
UKi  back  to  Erith;  second  class,  from  Erith  to  Southend  and  back  to  Erith. 
l^zes:  First  class,  first  boat,  £'50  (in  plate),  second  boat  £20  (in  plate), 
third  boat,  £10.  Second  class,  first  boat,  £30  (in  plate),  second  boat  £10, 
third  boat  £5.    Time  for  tonnage,  half  a  minute  per  ton. 

Mr.  A.  Crosley  asked  why  the  order  of  things  had  been  departed  from  on 
this  occasion,  and  the  small  match  fixed  to  come  off  first.  Mr.  Eagle  replied 
the  committee  had  determined  to  have  their  matches  earlier  this  year,  as 
many  yacht  owners  wanted  to  leave  the  river  for  the  coast  regattas,  and 
uother  club  having  taken  the  best  tides  for  their  matches,  consequently  the 
16th  of  May  was  the  best  day  left  for  their  first  match,  and  as  the  larger 
▼esiels  would  probably  not  be  ready  to  sail  by  that  time,  they  had  decided 
that  the  smaller  yachts  should  sail  first.  The  report  of  the  sailing  committee 
was  then  received  and  adopted.  The  propositions  of  the  sailing  committee 
were  then  brought  forward  and  carried,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Phillips 
wconded  by  Mr.  T.  N.  Talfourd,  Mr.  Farmer's  motions  falling  to  the  ground. 
Mr,  A,  Crosley  thought  it  would  be  advisable  this  season  to  have  a  first- 
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class  boat  for  the  smaU-class  match,  as  he  was  of  opinion  they  would  hav6 
no  difficaltjr  in  filling  it ;  and  he  begged  to  move  that  the  sailing  committee 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  securing  the  Prince  of  Wales,  or  some  other 
first-class  boat  for  the  occasion.  Mr.  Oriel  seconded,  and  the  tnotioa  was 
carried,  Mr.  Eagle  soliciting  the  aid  of  Mr.  Crosley  and  others  in  carrying 
out  the  arrangements, 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  number  of  yachts  that  would  assemble 
on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  trip,  and  the  Commodore  offering  to  accom- 
modate as  many  gentlemen  as  liked  to  come  on  board  the  Gnome,  Mr,  A. 
Crosley  moved  that  the  opening  trip  dinner  take  place  at  Mr.  M' Clare's 
Pier  Hotel.  £rith. 

llanalagh  Yacht  Club  — The  monthly  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  on  the 
1 4th  ult.  at  the  Swan  Tavern,  Battersea,  the  commodore,  Mr.  Keen  presided, 
among  the  company  which  was  numerous  were  Viscount  Ranelagh,  Mr. 
Quinn,  II.  M.  S.  Forte,  and  several  influential  gentlemen  in  the  yachting  and 
volunteering  world.  After  the  ordinary  business  Mr.  B  Moore  was  elected 
a  member.  Mr.  Keene  who  had  signified  his  intention  of  resigning  the  office 
in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  other  business,  proposed  as  his  successor 
Mr.  Frank  Talfourd.  He  was  a  man  of  letters,  and  well  known  to  not  only 
the  club,  but  the  world,  as  a  yacht  owner,  a  lawyer,  and  an  author;  and  be 
felt  quite  sure  that  no  one  in  the  club  was  better  suited  to  fill  the  post  of 
Commodore.  He  need  not  ask  for  a  seconder,  as  every  one  would  be  only 
too  happy  to  second  his  nomination. 

Mr.  Talfourd  having  been  elected  to  the  office,  Mr.  Thomas  Noon  Tal* 
fourd  said  unfortunately  his  brother  was  on  the  assizes  at  Stafford,  and  it 
devolved  upon  him  to  return  thanks,  he  regretted  he  was  not  amone  them, 
but  in  his  absence  he  assured  them  that  his  brother  appreciated  the  honour 
they  had  done  him,  and  he  would  ever  do  his  utmost  to  deserve  their  esteem 
and  by  increasing  the  lists  and  prospetity  of  the  club  endeavour  to  be  a 
worthy  successor  to  Mr.  Keen. 

yir.  Keen  then  intimated  that  Mr.  Bulmer  was  also  desirous  of  resigning 
his  office  as  second  in  command,  as  his  business  and  the  distance  at  which 
he  lived  prevented  him  filling  the  post  in  the  manner  he  could  wish.  He 
(Mr.  Keen)  begged  to  propose  as  Vice-commodore,  Mr.  Roe  who  hitherto 
had  been  their  Hear,  and  in  that  capacity  had  always  done  his  duty.  Mr. 
Martindale  Ward  seconded  the  nomination,  and  Mr.  Roe  was  unanimously 
elected.  In  returning  thanks  he  said  he  should  be  most  happy  to  accept 
the  office,  and  to  keep  it  as  long  as  business  allowed  him,  and  if  he  had  de- 
served their  esteem  as  Rear-commodore,  he  hoped  he  should  still  more  as 
their  Vice.  He  begged  to  propose  as  Rear- commodore  Mr.  Ingram  Pick, 
yacht  Selina,  who  was  a  gentleman  ot  considerable  practical  knowledge,  a 
quality  of  most  essential  importance  in  a  yachting  man.  Mr.  Jago,  senr, 
seconded  the  proposition,  and  Mr.  Pick  having  been  unanimously  electedi 
said  he  felt  that  too  great  an  honour  had  been  done  him,  but  he  would  al- 
ways do  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  fill  the  office  properly,  and  further  tbc 
interests  of  the  club. 
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The  other  officers  were  elected  as  follows: — Treasurer,  Mr.  Foy,  (re- 
elected); honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Arthur  Jago,  (re-elected);  cup-bearer,  Mr. 
Henry  Lenthall,  (re-elected);  auditors:  Messrs.  Ward  and  Yapp,  (re-elected), 
and  Mr.  Lawton;  measurers  of  yachts,  the  Vice -commodore,  the  Honorary- 
secretary,  and  Messrs.  Morrison,  Gable  and  Royston ;  sailing-committee, 
the  Commodore,  Vice- commodore,  Rear- commodore,  and  Messrs.  Keen,  T. 
Nooo  Talfourd,  Hampton,  Brittan,  Morrison,  Cable,  J.  H.  Burney,  S.  F.  Oriel, 
6.  W.  S.  Jago,  Sawyer,  Harris,  and  Morgan. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  in  the  course  of  the  evening  passed  to  Messrs.  Keen 
lod  Bulmer.  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  had  filled  their  offices. 
Id  proposing  the  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Keen,  Mr.   T.  N.  Talfourd  said,  as 
a  hamble  member  of  that  club,  a  task  had  been  deputed  to  him  of  a  most 
weighty  nature,  and  one  which  he  could  but  ill  perform^  but  no  one  could 
feel  more  strongly  than  himself  the  duty  which  devolved  upon  him  of  propo- 
siog  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Keen,  their  late  commodore,  a  duty  which  every 
member  of  that  club  owed  and  would  readily  pay.     He  had  been  five  years 
their  commodore,  and  during  that  time  he  had  never  been  absent  from  his 
post  bnt  had  unremittingly  filled  the  office  placed  in  his  hands,  and  there 
was  no  one  who  had  so  tended  to  make  the  Ranelagh  Yacht  Club  the  popu- 
lar society  it  now  was  as  had  Mr.  Keen.     Every  one  during  the  evening  in 
bringing  forward  their  various  propositions  had  spoken  of  Mr.  Keen  with  a 
tone  of  sincere  and  affectionate  regret,  and  he  assured  them  that  there  was 
no  one  felt  that  regret  so  strongly  as  he  did.     He  was  sure  Mr.  Keen  would 
not  have  left  them  had  he  not  been  absolutely  obliged  ;  he  had  lately  joined 
the  Rifle  Volunteers,  but  he  could  assure  the  club  that  no  engagement  with 
that  body  had  made  Mr.  Keen  leave  the  club,  as  although  Volunteers  would 
probably  in  the  hour  of  need  be  a  most  efficient  body,  Mr.  Keen  had  not  for- 
gotten that  the  '*  wooden  walls  of  Oid  England*'  would  never  be  backward. 
Mr.  Keen  resigned  office  purely  through  the  pressure  of  business,  and  left 
them  with  great  regret,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  give  him  a  vote  of  thanks,  he 
need  not  ask  them  for  a  seconder,  as  every  once  would  at  one  rise  to  do  so. 
The  vote  of  thanks  having  been  passed,  Mr.  Keen  rose  amidst  great 
applause.    He  thanked  them  for  their  kindness  on  all  occasions,  and  more 
especially  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Talfourd,  whom  he  thanked  sincerely.    He  did  leave  them  with  great  regret, 
as  he  bad  been  made  their  Commodore  five  years  ago,  when  they  started, 
and  he  had  watched  the  club*s  rise  to  its  present  eminence,  and  he  could 
not  leave  so  many  old  faces,  but  with  great  regret.     There  were  not  many 
of  the  old  members  lef^,  but  the  new  ones  were  all  ''good  men  and  true,** 
and  he  bad  always  experienced  the  greatest  kindness  from  them  all.     He 
thanked  them  most  cordially,  and  assured  them  that  no  engagement  with  a 
Rifle  Corps  had  made  him  leave  them,  as  he  had  thought  of  resigning  long 
before  that  movement  was  even  thought  ofl     He  should  ever  have  the  inter- 
ests of  the  club  at  heart,  acid  would  now  as  a  member,  instead  of  Commodore 
always  do  his  utmost  to  promote  their  interests. 
The  meeting  broke  up  shortly  afterwards. 
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REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

May  30— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  Second,  Third,  and  Foarih 
Classes.     Seepage  175. 
15— Rojal  London  Yacht  Club,  Third  Class  Match  from  Erith  to  Coal 
House  Point  and  back  to  Greenwich,  for  first  boat  i620,  second 
£13,  third  £5.    An  Extra  Match  will  be  sailed  the  same  distance. 
£15  first  boat,  £5  second.— Entries  close  May  8. 
June  13 — Royal  London  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  First  and  Second  Claas. 
July  11  and  12. — Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  Kingstown. 
M    19  and  20.— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  Queenstown. 


TO  OUR  CORRESPONDENTS. 


[We  have  received  so  many  communications  recently,  containing  Queries  on 
rarious  subjects  connected  with  yachting,  and  as  our  postage  account  has  in 
consequence  assumed  such  an  alarming  aspect,  that  in  future,  unless  in  special 
cases  of  emergency  we  must  beg  our  correspondents  to  accept  answers  through 
tbe  column  devoted  to  that  purpose  in  the  Magazine.— Ed,] 

J.  M.,  Glasgow. — ^The  America,  now  called  Camilla,  is  at  present  l3ring  at 
Northfleet  Dockyard,  and  is  for  sale. 

D. — You  lose;  by  lufftng  up  in  the  manner  you  describe,  a  foul  would  in- 
eyitably  result,  the  consequence  of  which  would  be  your  entire  disqualifleation 
for  the  prize,  and  liability  for  the  damages  sustained  by  the  other  yacht. 

E.D.T .  Berwick.— It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  period  when  the  sloop 
rig  was  first  introduced,  or  originated,  in  America,  but  we  believe  that  it  first 
attracted  the  American  yachtsmen's  notice  in  the  Charleston  Market  boats;  it 
does  not  follow  that  because  a  vessel  is  sloop  rigged  she  should  have  a  centre- 
board or  sliding  keel. 

Y.  Z. — We  do  not  know,  but  shall  make  enquiry  for  you, 

A.  JoLiUB,  Chester.'  >The  price  generally  is  £*25  per  ton  or  thereabouts, 
which  includes  everything  but  plate  and  linen. 

A.  M.  S.,  Ostende. — The  Yankee  sloop  tl;ie  Truant  is  at  present  at  Kingstown, 
Ireland.    We  have  no  knowledge  of  her  being  for  sale. 

M.-— A  screw  steam  yacht. 

JupiTBB,  Brighton. — Apply  to  the  Secretary  of  any  Royal  Yacht  Club. 

M.  W. — 1  Cotton  canvas  can  be  had  from  any  sail-maker  In  the  habit  of 
making  yachts'  sails.  Try  Mr.  Lapthome,  Broad  Street,  Portsmouth.  2  Qoite 
a  matter  of  judgment,— Flax  canvas  ¥rUl  last  longer  with  proper  care.  3  Cot- 
ton rope  is  very  neat  for  runner  falls,  mainsheet,  ridge  ropes  and  man  ropes. 

J.  C,  Dublin.— The  Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club  received  the  Admiralty 
^Warrant.  27th  May,  1852,  permitting  the  use  of  the  Blue  Ensign,  with  the  dis- 
tinguishing marks  in  the  Burgee  only. 

Devon.— We  have  repeatedly  used  a  clock,  spring  in  making  curves. 

BoBSTAT.— Gold  size  first,  followed  by  coach  varnish  with  a  little  boiled  lin- 
seed oil  mixed  with  it,  to  be  allowed  to  harden  well.  Spars  should  be  scraped 
carefully  first,  then  sand  papered,  and  hand  rubbed  with  Russian  leather. 

All  comrnvmcaiioni  to  he  addressed  to  the  Editor ^  6,  New  Church  St.,  N  W. 


HUNT,  k  Co..  Printers,  6.  New  Church  8tr«ot,  Edgware  Road. 


HUNT'S 


YACHTING  MAGAZINE. 


MAT.  1860. 


YACHTS  AND  YACHTING  * 


Bkuto  a  Bbichiptiov  ov  the  Buildivo,  MiaTuro,  Bioaivo»  SizLnra  aitd 

GxHBSiL  Mahagbiibiit  ot  Yachts. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

"  Behold  the  threaden  sails. 
Borne  with  the  inTlsible  and  creeping  wind. 
Draw  the  huge  bottoms  through  the  ftirrow*d  sea. 
Breasting  the  loftj  surges" 

Ix  the  selection  of  canvas  for  making  a  suit  of  sails  a  yachtsman 
cannot  be  too  particular;  whether  good  or  bad  material  be  put  in 
them,  the  cost  of  making  will  be  all  the  same;  but  badly  woven 
canvas  will  not  last  in  form  or  work  any  length  of  time,  whereas  a 
first  nto  material  when  well  cut  and  made  up,  if  it  receives  ikirplay 
in  the  handling,  will  work  until  the  last  rag  leaves  the  bolt  ropes ; 
therefore  the  worst  economy  a  yachtsman  can  exercise  is  in  clipping 
down,  and  paring  the  expenditure  under  the  head  of  sails. 

Since  the  America  made  her  appearance  amongst  us,  greater  at- 
tention has  been  devoted  to  the  manu&cture  of  canvas  for  the  sails  of 
yachts,  and  very  great  improvements  have  resulted  therefrom,  prindi- 
paily  in  the  production  of  a  closer  woven  and  stronger  material  than 
we  bad  heretofore  been  accustomed  to, 

*  Continued  firom  page  189, 
so,  5.— VOL.  «•  2  m 
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Car.yas  is  manufactured  of  different  degrees  of  weight  and  strengtliy 
according  to  tLe  situation  of  the  sails  for  which  it  is  intended  to  be 
used;  these  are  expressed  by  numbers,  thus  the  heaTiestand  strong* 
est  is  No.  1  canvas,  and  then  con:ii;ue  Nos.  2.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7»  up  to 
8,  after  which  we  have  the  yeiy  light  ducks.  Tlie  width  of  canvas 
used  formerly  averaged  twenty-four  inches,  and  eighteen  inches,  but 
it  can  now  be  had  twenty-two  inches,  fifteen  inches,  and  twelve  inches, 
in  fact  it  can  be  manufactured  specially  to  any  desired  width,  but  as 
it  occupies  some  time,  the  yachtsman  who  wishes  his  sails  made  with 
canvas  of  narrower  or  intermediate  width  to  the  above,  must  give 
reasonable  notice  to  the  manufacturer;  he  will  do  well  therefore  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  present  widths  to  be  had  are  24,  22, 18  ,15, 
.  nd  12  inches. 

Flax  canvas  should  be  made  of  the  very  best  long  flax,  fresh,  and 
clean  dressed,  without  any  lumps,  patches,  or  dark  specks,  and  per- 
fectly free  from  tow;  the  yarns  should  be  very  evenly  spun,  and  well 
and  firmly  twisted:  the  "warp"  or  "chain**  (» e.  the  longitudinal 
yarns)  should  be  whole  wrought  throughout,  and  in  the  stronger  or 
double  canvas,  should  consist  of  double  threads;  the  "weft**  or 
"  woof,"  («.«.,  the  tranverse  yams)  should  be  of  the  same  substance 
as  the  warp  yarns,  and  both  should  be  very  closely  woven,  or  as  it  is 
technically  termed  "  weU  struck**  together.  The  flax  which  is  gene- 
rally used  in  manu&cturing  canvas  is  of  British  and  Irish  growth, 
as  also  long  white  Dutch;  long  white  Flemish;  Bevel,  Riga,  Peman, 
Narva  and  St.  Petersburgh.  Of  these  the  British  and  Irish  growdi 
are  the  best,  the  latter  particularly. 

In  the  selection  of  canvas,  some  little  acute  observation  and  practi- 
cal experience  will  be  requisite:  the  yams  should  present  an  appear- 
ance on  the  surface  of  the  canvas,  as  if  white  beads  were  sewn  over 
it;  this  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  even  spinning  of  the  yams,  and 
the  regularity  and  closeness  with  which  they  should  be  struck  together 
if  they  do  not  present  this  appearance,  and  if  on  the  contrary  they 
appear  thick  in  some  places,  and  with  patches  of  loose,  or  swelled 
out  stuff,  and  thin  wiry  spots  in  others,  and  that  when  held  up  to 
the  light  looks  cloudy,  with  spots  of  light  and  patches  of  darkness 
through  it ;  that  canvas  is  not  properly  woven,  neither  is  the  proper 
material  in  it,  and  it  is  not  worth  much ;  threads  of  from  a  foot  to 
two  feet  in  length,  should  be  taken  out  of  both  warp  and  weft  of  each 
sample  submitted  for  selection,  and  their  respective  strength  tested 
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hj  SDapping  with  the  hand ;  then  four  strips  should  be  cat  of  ezact^ 
the  same  length  and  width  out  of  every  two  samples;  two  strips  in 
the  direction  of  the  warp,  and  two  strips  in  the  direction  of  the  weft ; 
let  the  warp  slips  be  slit  at  one  end  and  slipped  through  each  other, 
and  the  weft  slips  in  the  same  manner;  then  attach  one  of  the  outer 
ends  to  a  post  or  rail,  and  apply  weights  to  the  other,  and  observe 
which  slip  of  each  description  breaks  the  first:  as  a  matter  of  course 
the  best  and  strongest  will  remain  intact:  another  method  by  which 
sailmahers  judge  canvas  is  that  of  boring  holes  in  it  with  a  fid;  if  the 
threads  give  up  and  break  easily  whilst  doing  so,  the  material  is  bad. 
The  reasons  for  all  this  particularity  in  the  selection  of  canvas  are 
these;  badly  woven  canvas,  even  although  made  of  good  material, 
will  stretch  in  such  a  manner  as  to  set  at  naught  all  the  skill  of  the 
most  accomplished  sailmaker;  no  matter  what  time,  skill,  and  atten- 
tion he  may  have  devoted  to  cutting  out  and  sewing  together,  the 
moment  the  sails  are  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  wind  and  weather, 
they  dispose  themselves  in  any  or  every  shape  rather  than  tho  one  in 
which  they  were  fashioned ;  consequently  they  never  will  fit  or  set 
veil,  get  into  all  sorts  of  bags  and  bellies,  and  fail  in  the  require- 
ments for  propulsion.     Canvas  well  woven  and  yet  made  of  bad 
material,  cannot  be  depended  upon;  it  will  likewise  stretch  to  a  great 
and  injurious  extent,  and  what  is  still  worse,  in  strong  winds  when 
perhaps  the  safety  of  a  vessel  and  the  lives  of  her  crew  depend  upon 
the  sails  in  clawing  off  a  lee  shore,  or  any  other  position  of  difiiculty, 
they  will  split  right  up  or  across,  or  perhaps  take  flight  altogether 
oat  of  the  bolt  ropes.     With  either  of  the  above  qualities  of  canvas 
the  desideratum  of  good  sails  must  be  forfeited ;  namely,  good  cut 
and  flat  set,  irrespective  of  these^  canvas  should  if  possible  be  im- 
pervious to  wind,  if  it  is  not,  the  propelling  power  cannot  be  fully 
realfseil,  and  we  spread  an  extra  quantity  of  sail  from  which  we 
derive  no  proportionate  benefit.     Canvas  should  be  woven  or  struck 
together  so  closely  as  to  resemble  horn  when  held  to  the  light,  and 
should  stretch  but  little;  canvas  that  is  weak  and  stretches  much 
(irrespective  of  its  losing  shape,)  lets  the  wind  through  it  like  a  sieve. 
The  Americans  sails  introduced  cotton  canvas  prominently  to  the 
notice  of  yachtsmen  in  this  country ;  the  cloth  of  which  her  sails 
were  made  was  twenty-two  inches  in  width,  but  in  the  middle  of  each 
cloth  was  woven  a  false  seam,  of  which  more  anon.     The  cotton 
cloth  is  no  doubt  a  beautiful  material  for  sails ;  made  of  tho  same 
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BubBtance  as  flax  canvas,  it  will  relatively  be  much  lighter,  but  ai 
the  same  time  it  will  neither  be  so  strong  nor  so  durable ;  it  is  stated 
to  be  very  liable  to  mildew,  but  with  regard  to  this  I  think  mucli 
depends  on  the  care  and  usage  sails  get;  and  so  far  as  mildew  goes  I 
should  not  apprehend  any  more  difficulty  with  cotton  sails,  than  with 
flax;  attention  to  them  when  they  are  wet  and  not  making  them  up 
into  a  hard  furl  and  leaving  them  there,  will  tend  to  prevent  injury  ; 
wet  sails  should  be  made  up  in  a  very  loose  furl,  so  as  to  let  as 
much  air  as  possible  through  them,  and  the  moment  circumstances 
admit  of  it  they  should  be  shaken  out  to  diy  or  air ;  in  bet  if  its 
practicable  and  the  weather  will  admit  of  it,  even  though  it  rainsy  it 
is  far  better  to  keep  the  sails  hoisted  when  they  are  wet  than  to  stow 
them  in  a  soaking  furl ;  it  is  this  practice  that  generates  mildew  in 
sails ;  so  long  as  a  sail  gets  plenty  of  air,  whether  it  be  wet  or  no, 
there  is  little  fear  of  mildew. 

If  a  yachtsman  goes  to  such  men  as  Lapthorne  of  Portsmouth ; 
Charles  Batsey  of  West  Cowes,  or  Alexander  Menzies  of  Greenock, 
he  may  reckon  upon  good  material  being  submitted  for  his  selection, 
and  their  cut  and  workmanship  will  be  testified  amply;  but  at  the 
same  time  a  yachtsman  should  make  himself  well  up  on  such  matters 
and  be  able  to  say  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  for  if  he  does 
not  know  how  to  canvas  his  vessel  properly,  he  can  hardly  expect  to 
arrive  at  perfection  in  sailing  her. 

There  is  too  much  in  the  trade  of  sail  making  to  expect,  ot^^indeed 
to  render  it  necessary  for  a  yachtsman  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  all  its  minute  details ;  but  at  the  same  time,  if  he  has  the 
opportunity  of  studying  in  a  sail  loft,  and  of  acquiring  the  prin- 
ciples of  cutting  out,  sewing,  and  roping ;  he  will  find  it  to  stand 
him  in  good  need.  Next  to  the  material  and  cutting  out,  good 
workmanship  and  proper  roping  is  essential  to  produce  a  good  article, 
and  very  great  nicety  and  long  practice  is  requisite  to  rope  a  sail 
properly.  I  have  often  seen  &ults  in  sails  which  were  attributed  to 
faulty  cutting,  and  which  a  slight  alteration  in  the  roping  completely 
remedied;  many  an  exquisitely  cut  sail  has  been  spoiled  by  an  inex- 
pierienced  hand  roping  it ;  and  therefore  when  a  sail  is  bent,  and  a 
fault  discovered,  it  must  not  be  always  laid  at  the  door  of  the  man 
who  cuts  it  out. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  narrower  the  canvas  is,  of  which  a  sail  is 
made,  the  better  it  will  stand;  eighteen  inch  canvas  has  been  gene- 
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nllj  used  for  ibia  purpose  in  the  south  of  England ;  but  in  the 
Clyde  I  have  seen  fifteen  inch  canvas  used.  As  I  before  stated* 
die  America's  canvas  was  twenty-two  inches  in  width ;  but  in 
the  middle  of  each  cloth  there  was  woven  a  lalse  seam,  in  order  to 
give  it  rigidity,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  each  cloth  was  but  eleven 
iBcheB  in  width :  sails  made  of  such  narrow  canvas  would  be  very 
r^  and  flat,  but  then  a  sewn  seam  at  every  eleven  inches  would, 
vhen  taken  in  the  aggr^ate,  present  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  the 
^  in  its  passage  along  the  sail ;  it  was  to  obviate  this,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  secure  the  rigidity  of  narrow  canvas  that  the  fidse  seam 
'as  woven  in  the  America's  cloth. 

Let  any  one  take  pieces  of  canvas  of  the  same  substance,  and 
eqoal  b  number  to  the  cloths  of  a  mainsail,  and  sew  them  side  by 
ode,  this  will  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  resistance  offered  to  the  wind  by 
^  seams  of  a  sail  when  a  vessel  is  close  hauled ;  but  on  the  other 
1^4  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  flatness  and  rigidity  which 
<^  he  attained  with  narrow  canvas  compensates  amply  for  this  extra 
I'BSutance.  The  ingenuity  which  prompted  the  application  of  the 
al<e  seam  above  referred  to  Is  very  admirable ;  and  was  our  eighteen 
Okdi  canvas  generally  woven  with  this  false  seam  it  would  be  an 
tnunense  improvement.  I  have  seen  some  that  had  been  made  so 
in  imitation  of  the  American  cloth,  and  it  certainly  was  perfection. 

Sails  made  with  the  cloths  placed  horizontally  do  away  with  the 
possibility  of  vertical  resistance,  when  the  wind  is  brought  to  act 
upon  them  at  the  most  available  angle  for  working  a  vessel  to  wind- 
ward ;  and  competent  authorities  assert  that  it  is  the  best  manner  in 
which  to  construct  sails  for  fore-and-aft  rigged  vessels.  1  give  an 
extract  fiom  the  letter  of  one  of  the  first  sailmakers  in  England  in 
further  confirmation  of  this :  he  says,  **  I  have  just  bent  a  suit  of 
^s  with  horizontal  seams  on  a  cutter  yacht  of  sixty-five  tons,  and 
from  what  I  have  seen  I  believe  it  to  be  the  most  desirable  plan  if  a 
Person  wishes  to  have  perfectly  flat  sails,  either  for  a  cutter  or  a 
achooner !" 

The  large  American  sloop,  the  celebrated  '*  Maria,"  of  which  we 
^▼e  heard  so  much  on  this  side  of  Long  Island,  has  her  sails  made 
with  the  cloths  placed  horizontally ;  the  length  of  her  mast  is  ninety- 
one  feet,  of  her  boom  ninety-five  feet,  and  of  her  gaff  fifty  feet ;  from 
4fise  measurements  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  size  of  her 
^suQsail. 
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One  of  the  handsomest  and  flattest  standing  mainsails  I  ever  sawv 
was  made  with  the  cloths  radiating  from  a  centre,  struck  at  or  a  little 
beyond  the  stem,  so  that  the  selvage  of  the  uppermost  cloth  lay  pa- 
rallel with  the  peak  of  the  gaff. 

So  much,  however,  have  we  been  accustomed  to  sails  being  made 
with  the  cloths  vertical,  that  we  cannot  reconcile  any  deviation  from 
established  custom  with  our  notions  of  the  way  things  should  be. 
Very  few  yachtsmen  are  disposed  to  experimentalize  with  yachts  or 
their  equipments;  it  is  rather  an  expensive  hobby  when  indulged  in 
to  any  extent,  unless  the  individual  making  the  experiment  has  satis- 
fied his  own  mind  as  to  its  feasibility ;  but  if  our  gallant  yachtsmen 
would  occasionally  occupy  some  few  of  their  leisure  hours  with  a  scale 
of  equal  parts,  a  pencil,  a  T  square  and  a  drawing  board,  they  would 
find  many  difiiculties  smoothed  away ;  and  be  more  ready  to  investi- 
gate the  subjects  of  improvement  or  advancement  to  their  own 
satisfaction. 

Previously  to  going  into  any  detail  as  to  the  cut  and  dimensions 
of  sailsy  I  will  give  estimates  for  full  suits  for  the  two  classes  of 
yachts  I  have  heretofore  specified.  The  number  of  yards  of  canvas 
in  each  sail  may  vary  according  to  the  shape  thereof;  the  prices  of 
the  canvas  may  likewise  vary  according  to  the  state  of  the  market, 
but  approximately  I  think  these  estimates  will  be  found  pretty 
correct. 

Complete  suit  of  canvas  for  a  racing  or  cruising  cutter  of  twenty- 
five  tons : — 

£    a.    d. 
Mainsail— 380  jards  cf  No.  3,  ISin.  double  warp  canras  at  Is.  8d. 

per  yard 31     id    4 

Foresail— 78  yards  of  No.  3,  ISln.  double  warp  canvas  at  Is.  8d.  per 

yard 6     10    0 

1st  Jib— 128  yards  of  No.  7,  18in.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  5d.  per 

yard .'. 9       I    4 

Snd  Jib— 100  yards  of  No.  4,  ISin.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  G^d. 

per  yard. 7     14    2 

8rd  Jib— 05  yards  of  No.  3,  18in.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  7d.  per 

yard. 5      2  11 

4th  Jib— 30  yards  of  No.  3,  18in.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  7d.  per 

yard 2      7    6 

Balloon  Jib,  (clew  to  come  aft  mast)— 160  yards  of  ISin.  duck,  at 

Is.  6d.  peryard , 12      0    0 

1st  Gaff-topsail— 133  yards  of  No.  7,  ISin.  single  warp  canvas,  at 

Is,  5d.  per  yard. 9   8  5 

Carried  over   ^£'83  17  B 


YACHTS  AND  TAOTHINQ.  187 

Brought  OTer £S8    17    8 

Sod  Gaff- fopsail,  (16  feet  7ftrd)~112  yards  of  No.  6,  ISin.  tingle 

i4r^  canraa,  at  Is.  5^,  per  jard 8      3    4 

3rd  Gaff"- topsail,  (  jib  headed,) — SO  yards  No.  5,  ISin.  slogle  warp 

canTas,  at  la   6d.  per  yard 6      0    0 

Bdloon  Gaff-topaaiU— 90  yards  of  linen,  3  feet  wide,  at  Is.  9d.  per 

yard. „     7     17    6 

Bqasresail,  (to  spread  24  feet)— 1 14  yards  of  duck,  at  Is.  6d.  per  yd.    8    11    0 

Slorm  trysail,  (length  of  gaff  11  feet)— 130  yards  of  No.  4,  24in. 

doable  warp  canTas,  at  Is.  9.3d.  per  yard 10    15    0 

iei25      4    6 

The  canvas  nsed  in  making  a  suit  of  sails  such  as  the  above,  and 
It  the  prices  qaoted,  should  be  of  the  very  best  make  and  material ; 
as  also  the  workmanship  that  of  skilled  artizans ;  the  sails  should  be 
roped  with  the  very  best  bolt  rope,  all  thimbles  should  be  of  copper, 
and  all  head  lacing,  hoops  and  hank  seizing  holes  to  be  properly 
fenced  and  stitched,  and  such  lacing  holes  as  require  it  to  be  fenced 
^th  brass  or  composition  thimbles.  About  three  weeks  should  be 
ample  time  to  complete  such  a  suit,  but  of  course  many  hands  make 
light  work,  and  a  shorter  period  might  suffice ;  but  as  things  done 
^  too  great  a  hurry  are  never  done  well,  I  should  recommend  the 
longest  time  that  can  be  given  to  a  maker,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  do  himself  and  his  employer  justice. 

Complete  suit  of  canvas  for  a  racing  or  cruising  cutter  of  fifty 

tons : — 

M    9.    d. 
^I^^naaii— 540  yards  of  No.  1,  ISin.  doable  warp  canvas  at  Is.  9d., 

per  yard.. 47      6    0 

Foresail— 116  yards  of  No.  2,  ISin.  doable  warp  canvas  at  Is.  9d. 

per  yard 10      8    0 

1st  Jib— 205  yards,  of  No.  7.  ISin.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  5d  per 

yard.... 14     10    5 

2nd  Jib— 164  yards  of  No.  3,  ISin.  doable  warp  canvas  at  Is.  Sd. 

per  yanL 18    IS    4 

3rd  Jib— 125  yards  of  Na  2,  ISin.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  7^d. 

peryard. 10      8    1 

4Ui  Jib-^7  yards  of  No.  2, 18in.  single  warp  canvas  at  Is.  7^.  per 

yard, 7      l    4 

5tih  Jib— 46  yards  of  Na  2,  ISln.  single  warp  canyas  at  Is.  7^  per 

yard 8    14    9 

^*Qoon  Jib,  (clew  to  come  aft  to  mast)— 245  yards  of  dack,  at  )  b.  Sd. 

peryard.. 18      7    6 

iit  Qaff-topsail— 210  yards  of  No.  7,  ISin.  single  warp  canvas,  at 

is.  5d.  per  yard U    17    6 

M  Gaff-topsail,  (yard  to  be  25  feet)— 180  yards  of  No.  6,  ISin. 

single  warp  canvas,  Is.  5jd.,  per  yard ^^      ^    ^ 

Carried  over       £152    18    5 
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Srd  Gaff-topMul*  (yard  to  be  10  feet)~UO  /ards  of  No.  4,  lain  aln-    "    ^. 

gle  warp  canyas  at  Is.  6^L  per  yard 1^   15  lO 

Balloon  Gaff-topsailr-l  80  yards  of  duck  at  Ig.  6d.  per  yaid^ 18    U>     O 

Sqnaretail,  (to  spread  29  feet) — 182  yards  of  No.  7,  24in.  single  warp 

canvas  at  If.  6d.  per  yard 13    13     O 

Trysail,  (gaff  to  be  15  feet)— 175  yards  of  No.  2.  24in.  donble  warp 

canras  at  Is.  lO^d. • 16     6     a 

^6207       5      ^ 


The  remarks  I  have  made  relative  to  the  twenty-five  toa  cutters 
sails  are  equally  applicable  to  these.  Of  coarse  the  above  list  of 
sails  may  be  curtailed  in  number,  and  the  expense  of  fit-out  thus 
reduced;  for  instance,  a  yachtsman  merely  cruising  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  career  might  not  require  his  balloon  sails  or  square 
pail — he  might  also  dispense  with  some  of  the  jibs  and  t<^)6ails  ;  in 
&ct,  merely  getting  the  general  working  and  storm  sails ;  thus  he 
might  reduce  his  first  outlay  considerably  and  satisfy  himself  that  his 
vessel  was  worthy  of  a  full  working  suit  for  fair  weather  or  foul.  If 
he  goes  in  for  racing  from  the  outset  he  cannot  do  without  the  num- 
ber above  enumerated,  for  he  must  be  prepared  at  every  point  and 
for  every  shift  of  weather. 

In  addition  to  these  there  would  be  mainsail  and  foresail  coven, 
which  for  the  twenty-five  ton  vessel  would  amount  to  about  £2  isl- 
and for  the  fifty  ton  to  about  £3  lbs, 

Sailmakers'  hammock  cloth  charges  are  about  lOs,  each,  but  th^i 
they  are  a  superior  article,  and  when  properly  made  up  show  well  in 
a  neatly  ordered  forecastle. 

Generally  speaking,  yacht  sailors  are  very  handy  with  the  palm 
and  needle,  and  in  securing  a  hand  who  is  somewhaib  conversant  with 
sail-making  the  yachtsman  will  find  it  much  to  his  advantagia  and 
comfort,  even  at  a  few  shillings  per  week  additional  wages ;  thus  any 
repairs  to  the  vessel's  sails,  alteration  in  roping,  taking  up  slack 
cloth,  making  of  boat  sails,  awnings,  hammock  cloths,  smoke  sails, 
wind  sails,  skylight  covers,  fenders,  sail  covers,  and  a  thousand  and 
one  little  odds  and  ends  which  can  well  be  done  on  board,  will  give  a 
smart  hand,  assisted  by  his  shipmates,  legitimate  occupation  during 
their  leisure  hours,  and  will  contribute  much  to  the  proper  ecojiomy 
to  be  observed  on  board. 

To  be  continued* 
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BY  AN*  OLD  SALT. 

Hating  Id  1117  last  ''Rough  Notes,"  endearoured  to  explain  in  some 
degree  the  causes  of  decay  in  yachts,  I  shall  now  endeavour  most  re^ 
ipectfolly  to  lay  before  owners  of  yachts,  or  rather  intending  purchasers, 
some  of  the  causes  whereby  they  find  themselves  in  possession  of  vessels 
too  frequently  anything  but  what  they  desired  or  anticipated.  There 
u  a  very  peculiar  feature  in  buying  yachts,  which  is  this.  Most  men 
waatbg  one,  seem  to  have  jumped  to  the  fact  of  this  requirement  on  the 
>pQr  of  the  moment,  and  rush  into  their  purchase,  as  if  life  and  death 
veie  ooneemed  in  their  doing  it  within  the  smallest  space  of  given  time, 
often  leaving  London  by  an  early  train,  to  do  Southampton,  Cowes,  and 
perhaps  Gosport,  in  search  of  a  yacht,  and  if  possible  get  back  to  a  9b. 
P>in.  dinner. 

Now  supposing  the  same  gentleman  to  be  about  to  buy  a  hunter  of 
one-tenth  the  value  of  the  yacht  he  is  about  to  expend  a  £1,000  or 
£1,500  on*  What  does  he  do^-he  sees  him  unclothed,  coughed, 
poDched  in  the  ribs,  felt  in  his  legs,  feet  searched  for  ooms  as  diggers 
Kek  for  gold  dust,  eyes  looked  at  in  shade  and  sun  shine,  till  he  is 
obliged  to  wink  at  you  ;  then  he  is  led  out,  (with  his  head  for  once  in 
NX  months,  and  at  particular  request,  perfectly  at  liberty,)  and  if  under 
the  inflnence  of  this  unusual  abandon^  he  shakes  it,  and  lifU  his  heels 
in  a  kick  of  joy,  he  is  set  down,  at  least  as  doubtfully  quiet.  He  is  then 
mounted,  walked  (if  possible),  trotted,  and  cantered,  and  in  short  fretted 
inter  half  vice,  within  100  yards  of  his  stable  door  for  half  an  hour  and 
returned  to  stalL  The  buyer  then  says  he  has  no  doubt  he  is  perfectly 
sound,  but  would  the  seller  have  any  objection  to  his  being  examined 
by  a  Vet;—"  Oh  certainly  not,  buyer  paying  for  it.  "  All  right ;  Vet. 
is  sought  for  and  found  after  some  delay.  A  second  series  of  trotting  and 
eoaghing  is  gone  through  wluch  occupies  one  or  two  days  from  first  to 
^9  and  our  Charies  is  told  quietly  to  see  his  Robert  and  learn  through 
the  mediom-— half  a  sovereign  whether  there  is  a  screw  loose  anywhere 
^  not ;  this  last  precaution  existing  where  the  buyer  is  not  a  gentleman, 
or,  the  seller  a  dealer  o£  a  certain  Archimedian  standard.  Well,  then, 
before  money  is  paid  a  warrantry  of  soundness  is  asked  and  given;  the 
l^one  delivered,  and  existing  for  a  week  or  more  in  his  new  master's 

*  Continued  from  page  156. 
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haoda,  as  the  object  of  a  dozen  doubts  till  he  has  worked  himself  clear 
of  them  and  a  horrible  dose  of  aloes,  which  every  groom  nearly  thinka 
it  necessary  to  disorder  a  strange  horse's  stomach  with  ;  a  fractional  part 
of  which  if  administered  to  himself  would  painfully  teach  him  better 
sense. 

But  when  buying  a  yacht,  what  is  the  general  line  of  conduct  pur- 
sued— ^the  buyer  in  the  first  instance  may  see  her  advertised  in  Bell's 
Life  or  the  Fields  and  is  begged  to  refer  himself  to  an  Agent  or  the 
Master.     If  the  first,  and  he  is  simply  a  man  of  business,  he  ha^  not 
only  a  very  natural  wish  to  do  business  by  the  sale  of  a  yacht,  but  he 
feels  very  properly  bound  not  to  volunteer  any  information  respecting 
her  whfch  may  injure  the  interests  of  the  owner  employing  him  to  sell 
her.     He  is  asked  for  particulars  and  hands  over  an  Inventory,  finds  her 
skipper  who  rows  the  gentleman  aboard  and  shews  him  throug^h  the 
vessel,  and  in  reply  to  all  questions  says  she  is  (like  the  horse  just 
quoted)  sound,  wind  and  Kmb,  or  in  Nautical  language,  "  For  anything 
as  he  knows,  she's  as  sound  as  a  fish."     And  even  if  she  is  not^  this  man 
may  be  speaking  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  simply  because 
he  is  a  seaman  and  not  a  shipwright,  or  because  he  is  fully  aware  that 
one  word  against  her  spoken  by  him,  and  repeated  to  his  owner,  would 
lose  him  his  daily  bread.    He  even  invites  a  closer  inspection,  and  probes 
every  eeund  and  visible  part  of  her  with  his  clasp  knife  in  the  presence 
(tf  purchaser — sails  are  looked  at  next,  but  seldom  examined.     Then 
comes  a  detail  of  some  £300  or  £400  the  owner  laid  out  on  her  last 
season,  the  selling  price  being  perhaps  not  much  over  double  that  sum. 
Then  follows  a  going  through  cabins  and  staterooms,  &c.,  &c.,  and  a 
conviction  that  they  are  one  half  wrong,  but  that  a  UtUe  expense  would 
alter  them,  both  opinions  very  likely  being  iu  error  ;  then  a  chat  with 
the  skipper  about  how  she  beat  the  Swift,  or  weathered  the  Dart,  or  lay 
to  in  the  fiay,  until  a  vision  gradually  steals  over  the  senses  of  purchaser 
in  which  he  sees  his  intended  bargain  **  flogging  all  creation." 

From  this  aquatic  illusion  he  is  startled  by  finding  he  has  three 
minutes  \eh  to  reach  his  steamer,  and  having  learned  the  yacht's  lowest 
selling  price,  he  speeds  away  back  to  town,  and  atet  a  good  dinner  and 
its  proper  quantum  of  fluids,  he  meets  one  or  two  yachting  friends  at  his 
dub,  to  whom  he  gives  a  very  flattering  description  of  his  intended  pur- 
chase, and,  (after  having  decided  on  buying  her)  asks  their  opinions  as 
to  whether  he  ought  to  do  so*  Or,  very  likely,  he  has  been  prudent 
enough  to  take  one  or  more  yachting  friends  down  with  him,  all  equally 
foett  dressed  gentlemanly  men,  with  fair  yachting  experience,  and  they 
one  and  all  agree  that  the  vessel  is  a  very  nice  vessel,  and  they  think 
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qote  tonody  and  should  fancy  easy  in  a  sea  way,  and  certainly  not  very 
•low;  and  that  die  can't  be  yery  dear,  ftc.  &c.  Well,  what  does  all 
this  sort  of  supervision  amount  to.  These  gentlemen  do  not  choose  to 
soil  good  elotkei  with  iron  mst,  or  tar,  or  pitch,  by  squeezing  them- 
•elres  on  all-fours  into  the  fore  or  after  run  of  a  yacht,  and  with  chisel 
lad  mallet  iu  hand,  open  up  her  ceiling  and  examine  her  timbers,  or,  in 
abort,  expend  one  of  the  many  hours  required  to  come  to  even  a  doubtful 
biowledge  of  her  true  internal  soundness.  Yet,  very  often,  upon  the 
strength  of  such  an  inspection  as  this,  an  intended  purchaser  sits  down 
iztd  writes  the  owner  a  letter,  offering  within  one  or  two  hundred 
pounds  of  the  price  asked  for  her,  and  if  he  gets  her  at  anything  near 
his  own  price,  he  enjoys  a  Tory  short  but  pleasing  interregnum  of  flat- 
tering anticipations,  crushed  by  his  newly  elected  skipper,  telling  him, 
^  Please,  sir,  this  here  wesseFs  coppers  werry  bad  sir,  been  on  five  year 
Br.**  On  a  slip  she  must  go  ;  copper  found  quite  worn  through,  and 
■tripped  off,  planking  of  bends  yery  rotten,  must  come  out,  seams  very 
open,  must  be  caulked  ;  "  cum  multis  aliis*^  in  the  shape  of  repairs, 
•Iterations,  and  decorations,  until  the  only  difference  between  the  horse 
md  the  yacht  is,  that  the  first  is  made  up  to  sell,  and  the  other  to  sail, 
the  oumer  paying  for  the  first,  and  the  purchaser  for  the  last. 

Now  there  is  one  only  way  in  which  gentlemen  can  arrive  at  a  true 
Knowledge  of  the  absolute  state  of  soundness,  or  its  reverse,  in  any 
vessel,  but  which  they  will  seldom  or  ever  give  themselves  the  trouble 
to  put  in  practice.  Which  is  this — seek  out  a  practical  foreman  ship- 
^ght,  care  being  taken  that  he  is  perfectly  free  from  any  party  interest 
in  favour  of  the  yacht  which  might  outway  or  outbuy  the  sovereign  he 
ought  to  receive  from  you.  Get  him  to  expend  a  day,  if  necessary,  in 
a  thorough  internal  examination  of  hull,  and  a  survey  of  masts,  from 
^ck  wedg^  to  truck,  and  spars  from  end  to  end,  and  then  (offering  to 
pay  dl  expenses  accruing)  demand  that  she  shall  be  hauled  on  a  patent 
Blip  to  sight  her  bottom,  and  see  it  thoroughly  and  pmeiically  exam- 
ined and  reported  on  favourably  before  attempting  to  buy. 

Then^  a  purchaser  has  some  right  to  expect  he  has  got  something  for 
his  money  like  value  received,  and  although  he  |may  grumble  at  the 
ttODe,  trouble,  and  expense  this  survey  has  expended,  he^may  rely  on  it 
It  is  but  a  very  small  moiety  of  the  outlay  he  wOuld  more  than  ten  to 
<^  have  had  to  disburse,  if  buying  any  yacht  on  any  man's  bare  ''  ipse 
dixit^  as  to  her  being  perfectly  sound. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I  advise  going  to  a  foreman  shipwright  rather 
than  a  master  builder;  and  I  say  for  this  simple  reason,  that  you  are 
less  liable  to  get  an  <'  ex  parte''  statement  from  the  first  than  the  last, 
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inasmuch  aa  the  jealoosy  of  each  other  preTailing  amongst  yacht  build* 
ers  generally  is  so  strong,  that  Mr,  A.  would  not  feel  inclined  to  highly 
recommend  Mr.  B.'s  old  yessel,  with  a  latent  hope  of  inducing  Mr.  C  to 
build  with  him  instead  of  buying,  and  a  purchaser  might  lose  a  recMy 
good  vessel  from  some  doubtful  expression  being  used  respecting;'  her, 
not  amounting  to  absolute  condemnation,  but  sufficient  to  generate  dia* 
trust,  strong  enough  to  set  aside  an  intention  to  purchase* 

There  is  another  great  source  of  often  extreme  annoyance  caused  bj 
an  useless  expenditure  of  means  from  the  expense  entailed  by  perpetual 
and  needless  alterations  in  the  spars,  sails,  and  rigging  of  yachts.  This 
uncalled-for  outlay  is  sometimes  induced  by  the  suggestions  of  yachting 
firiendsy  who^  like  the  medical  student,  who  longs  to  amputate  a  patient's 
limb,  to  learn,  or  show  his  skUl  in  anatomy,  urges  an  operation,  a  little 
judicious  forbearance  could  avoid.  And  if  one  half  of  the  various  altera- 
tions proposed  by  friends  and  skippers  of  yachts  to  their  owners  were  ^ 
never  carried  out,  the  owner's  vessel  and  purse  would  be  equally  gidners 
by  a  quiet  veto  being  put  upon  them. 

Also,  an  owner  ought  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  &ct,  that  although  he 
nominally,  and  per  specification  and  agreement,  pays  £25  or  £26  per 
ton  for  a  new  yacht,  ready  for  sea,  and  found  in  the  usual  stores  and 
furniture,  bedding,  blankets,  &c.     Still,  at  the  end  of  his  first  summer's 
cruise,  this  vessel  will  stand  him  in  nearly  £30  per  ton  ;  and  i^  on  the 
back  of  this,  he  yields  to  the  various  advices  sure  to  be  showered  on  him 
on  all  sides  to  give  his  masts  more  or  less  rake,  or  to  shorten  or  lengthen 
them,  or  give  less  peak  to  his  sails,  or  take  a  slice  off  his  forefoot,  or,  in 
short,  carry  out  any  of  the  twenty  propositions  by  which  his  Palinurns 
gains  5  per  cent,  and  he  loses  fifty,  yachting,  which,  at  the  best,  is  a 
most  costly  amusement,   becomes  ruinously  annoying  ;  the  pleasure  of 
any  enjoyment  being  by  no  means  enhanced  by  a  multiplication  of 
expenses.     Beyond  all  these  reasons  for  reconsideration,  before  entering 
on  these  Y>crpetual  outlays,  another  thing  ought  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, namely,  that  in  the  very  circumscribed  limits  of  a  yacht,  it  is 
a  very  difficult  matter  to  pay  Peter  without  robbing  Paul ;  or,  in  other 
words,  borrowing  a  space  here  without  crowding  up  some  other  part, 
small  enough  already,  and  which,  when  denuded  of  its  fair  proportions, 
becomes  an  equal  if-not  greater  nuisance.     And,  lastly,  these  plans 
being  nearly  always  carried  out  at  the  eleventh  hour^  in  spring,  instead 
of  in  autumn,  when  the  yacht  is  laid  up,  entail  on  the  owner,  his  family* 
and  friends,  a  smell  of  paint  and  varnish,  pervading  his  yacht  for  half 
his  summer's  cruise,  arising  from  his  losing  sight  or  not  being  aware  of 
the  fact,  that  a  very  trivial  alteration  occupies  a  month  for  its  full  ac- 
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eomjp]ishmeDt,  and  then  often  to  the  partial  disfigurement  of  the  adja- 
cent furuiture  and  fittings. 

Owners  of  yachts  generally  complain  at  the  outset  of  a  yachting 
career,  of  the  charge  made  by  the  South  of  England  builders  for  turning 
OBt  ready  for  sea  a  first-class  yacht  at  £25  or  £26  a  ton.  Granted,  it 
IS  a  long  price  to  give,  but  in  justice  to  the  best  builders  of  yachts,  thi* 
to  ought  never  to  be  lost  sight  of,  that  they  not  only  have  to  pay  a 
maximum  sum  for  wages  to  workmen,  and  for  every  particle  of  fittings 
Aod  materials  used  in  this  operation,  but  that  it  takes  the  best  part  of  a 
Guilder's  life  to  arrive  at  a  thorough  knowledge  of  that  beautiful  com* 
noatbn  of  power,  speed,  and  symmetry  of  form,  connected  with  the 
proper  strength  absolutely  necessary  to  resist  the  strain  put  upon  it. 

la  fact,  some  owners  have  tried  the  experiment  of  getting  a  country- 
loade  marine  carriage  instead  of  a  Long  Acre  one,  and  the  result  has 
proved  a  miserable  failure. 

The  man  who  can  build  a  frigate  or  a  first-daas  liner,  being  unequal 

to  Corm  the  same  combinations  on  the  very  small  limits  afforded  by  the 

nze  of  even  a  large  yacht,  generally  speaking.     Beauty  of  form  also  in 

ft  yacht,  as  in  a  park  hack,  covers  such  a  multitude  of  little  failings,  that 

uK  reverse  appearance  alone  has  caused  many  a  sterling  and  seaworthy 

yacht  to  change  hands  at  painful  loss  to  the  seller,  rather  than  retain  a 

^^^^1  he  felt  pained  to  look  on,  or  heard  quizzed  by  many  of  those  good- 

'^^^ved  friends,  who  having  no  means  of  buying  a  yacht  themselves, 

seem  to  take  a  savage  delight  in  crabbing  those  of  others.     There  is 

ooe  thing  which  too  often  also  negatives  a  builder's  power  to  turn  out 

^r  an  owner  the  perfection  of  a  yacht, — ^that  is,  to  suit  the  ultimate 

views  and  wishes  of  her  owner.     That  gentlemen  very  often  starting 

With  the  assertion  and  determination  of  not  intending  to  race.     He 

wants  a  good  roomy  vessel,  fit  to  go  to  sea  in,  and  not  one  of  your 

>up^d-Qp  things  without  any  space  below,  and  only  fit  for  smooth  water 

sailing.    But  when  his  vessel  is  built,  literally  to  the  letter  of  his  in- 

*^otiona^  and  he  falls  in  with  i-acing  yachts,  and  is  inevitably  beaten  by 

them  in  smooth  water,  he  becomes  annoyed,  and  too  oflten  blames  his 

uQilder  for  a  want  of  speed,  the  result  of  his  own  dictation  ;   but,  worst 

^  ft^ly  is  beguiled  into  lengthening  by  the  bow,  or  stem,  or  both,  to 

procure  the  speed  to  race,  by  which  he  quadruples  all  his  Expenses  and 

balres  all  his  pleasures,  and  having  trained  a  cocktail  to  run  on  the  flat, 

Joseg  his  match. 

Of  course  there  are  some  exceptions  to  this  rule,  and  very  striking 
<^&e8  too,  where  the  old  friend  with  the  new  face  has  often  looked  the 
^Qftltered  formation  out  of  countenance  ;  but  this  has  ever  been  done  at  an 
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oatlay  which  makes  a  winner  a  heavy  loser  as  refers  to  expenses  11:1.— 
cnrred.  Indeed,  yacht  racing  carries  with  it  a  degree  of  discomfort  flbs 
regards  comfortable  sailing,  which  breaks  np  half  the  pleasure  of  a  sunca- 
mer's  cruise,  to  say  nothing  about  additional  expenses,  and  unlike  tiiie 
same  proceedings  on  the  turf,  few  books  are  made  up  by  which  a  man. 
can  hedge  a  doubtful  come-off. 

Without  racing,  howcTer,  the  spirit  and  soul  of  yachting  would  oeaae 
to  be,  and  every  man  who  gets  a  yacht  witii  which  he  is  fully  satisfied, 
owes  the  perfection  of  her  goodness  to  that  noble  spirit  of  competition 
which  has  impelled  builders  to  exert  every  mental  ability  in  their  fonxi. 
and  mechanism  ;  in  fact^  it  is  the  thoroughbred  blood  and  training  in 
yachts,  as  with  horses,  which  enables  us  equally  to  go  the  pace 
across  sea  or  country,  except  when  a  Yankee  trotter  flogs  the  old  hand 
gallop. 

The  scientific  and  beautifully  written  article  in  your  April  number 
touching  the  formation  of  hull  and  spars  and  sails  of  yachts,  leaves  little 
for  any  man  to  add  to  ;   especially  myself,  whose  knowledge  of  marine 
architecture  amounts  simply  to  having  an  eye  serving  me  to  detect  an 
error  without  ability  to  rectify  it,  or  admire  a  beauty  of  line  whilst 
unable  to  imitate  it.     I  fear  I  have  so  spun  out  this  yam  as  not  only  to 
weary  my  readers,  but  to  trespass  so  greatly  on  your  valuable  space  as 
to  leave  little  hope  you  will  add  the  following  short  remarks  as  to  the 
proposition  made  by  government  that  owners  of  yachts  should  give  a 
preference  in  selecting  their  crews  to  such  men  as  have  joined  the 
Volunteer  Marine  Reserve.      As  respects  the  disappointment  arising 
from  so  few  men  having  taken  advantage  of  this  proposed  measure,  I 
think  it  simply  arises  as  follows  :   Jack  is  told,  "  Now,  my  man,   I 
expect  my  house  to  be  burnt  down  at  any  time,  even  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  because  this  next  door  neighbour  of  mine  will  insist  on  keeping 
all  sorts  of  inflammable  materials  about  him,  which  may  (even  against 
his  will,  for  he  is  not  insured)  set  my  whole  premises  in  a  blaze  at  a 
moment's  notice.     Now,  if  you  will  keep  watch  and  ward  by  day  and 
by  night,  and  at  the  peril  of  your  life  aid  me  to  put  out  this  confla- 
gration, according  to  my  own  views  of  what  is  right,  Til  give  you  an 
ounce  of  good  stu£^  but  if  you  fail,  after  engaging  yourself  to  do  thb 
thing,  I  will  make  you  eat  a  pound  of  dirt."     In  short,  the  penalties  are 
so  much  greater  than  the  premiums,  that  Jack  declines  both.     How- 
ever, as  there  are  some  volunteers,  and  the  yacht  clubs  have  been 
solicited  to  give  a  preference  to  these  men,  it  is  but  common  courtesy 
that  they  should  meet  this  request  as  far  as  they  can  do  so,  after  the 
many  boons  granted  them  by  Her  Most  Qracious  Majesty,  the  Govern- 
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menif  and  Admiralty.  Bat  this  can  only  be  carried  oat  to  a  certain 
extent— that  is,  if  sober  and  steady  yetcht  seamen  belong  to  the  nayal 
reserve,  ihe^f  oaght  certainly  to  have  a  preference  in  shipping  a  crew  ; 
bnt  it  is  as  equally  impossible  for  an  owner  of  a  yacht  to  ship  as  one  of 
his  men  at^  seaman,  not  a  yachtsman,  as  it  would  be  to  expect  him  to 
take  B  ploughman  or  waggoner  and  make  him  a  strapper  in  a  hunting 
stable.  Yachting  in  all  its  details  of  cleanliness,  smartness,  and  peculiar 
discbarge  of  duties,  is  so  different  from  other  services,  that  a  rough  and 
tumble  seaman,  however  good  an  .A.  B.,  would  expend  his  whole  first 
season  in  learning  hb  novel  line  of  life,  and  in  the  meantime  be  a  perpe- 
tnal  nnisance  on  board. 

But,  if  owners  of  yachts,  still  shipping  their  crews  irrespective  of  the 
naval  reserve  altogether,  would,  when  in  full  commission,  apply  to  go- 
temment  for  the  use,  during  the  season,  of  as  many  Enfield  rifles,  with 
thmr  proper  quantum  of  ammunition  as  they  had  ablebodied  men  on  board, 
and  then,  in  any  of  the  hundred  weary  hours  of  listless  idleness  in  which 
a  yacht  seaman  yawns  and  snoozes  away  his  existence,  wake  them  up 
by  a  series  of  drill  and  ball  practice  regularly  carried  out  as  a  matter 
of  &oipline,  the  yacht  clubs  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  turn  out  at 
the  end  of  a  season  a  set  of  sharpshooters  capable  of  hitting  something 
less  than  a  hay-stack,  and,  if  occasion  demanded,  willing  enough  to 
fight  to  tbe  last  gasp  for  their  country,  homes,  and  families.     This  be- 
comes the  more  easy  of  accomplishment,  and  efficient  in  execution,  from 
the  fact  that  so  many  of  our  most  distinguished  yachtsmen  hold,  or 
have  held,  high  rank  in  both  services,  and  are  fully  capable  of  affording 
tile  most  ample  instruction  to  their  crews,  guning  for  themselves  and 
men  equal  amusement  and  emulation  in  this  norel  branch  of  yachting 
doty. 
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CHAPTER  V- 

'*  The  stately  ships  sail  on 
To  the  haren  under  the  hill." — Tasthtsov. 

On  the  roorniDg  of  Sunday  the  2l8t  of  August  at  8h.  p.m.  we  were 
abreast  of  the  Eddy  stone,  but  8  or  10  miles  to  seaward  with  a  fine  breeze 
from  the  northward  all  day.     We  made  the  Lizard  at  6h.  p.m.,  here 
we  found  a  fleet  of  some   thirty  sail  of  vessels,  mostly  deeply  ladea 
schooners  from  Cardiff  and  the  other  coal  ports  in  South  Wales*     They 
bad  doubtless  all  come  round  the  Land's  End  with  the  ebb  in  a  cluster. 
When  we  opened  Mounts'  Bay  we  found  a  strong  breeze  from  the 
westward  of  north,  scant  enough  for  our  purpose.     We  could  make  out 
vessels  riding  off  Penzance  in  Guava's  Lake,  and  were  greatly  tempted 
to  join  them,  and  devoting  a  day  or  two  to  the  inland  scenery  of  Corn- 
wall.    But  that  impatient  spirit^   which  when  £ELr  away  from  home  bids 
a  yachtsman  hasten  back  again  in  case  of  accidents,  now  as  ever  urged 
us  forward,  and  we  held  on  for  the  Land's  End,  though  the  evening  was 
far  advanced,  looking  by  no  means  inviting.    We  repented  of  our  teme- 
rity when  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  it.     A  heavy  northerly  swell  with  a 
freshening  head  wind  met  us  as  we  passed  the  Longships  and  threw  us 
completely  off  our  course.     It  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  stormy  night 
and  I  should  have  been  very  well  contented  to  have  exchanged  a  berth 
between  the  Land's  End  and  the  Scilly  Islands  for  a  quiet  anchorage  in 
Mounts^  Bay.     But  the  light  necessary  to  look  for  one  was  lacking,  and 
there  was  nothing  but  to  shorten  sail  and  keep  her  at  it  till  the  weather 
mended.     A  large  schooner  yacht  had  been  in  sight  all  the  afternoon  ; 
she  disappeared  in  the  waning  light,  as  we  passed  the  Rundlestone, 
steering  a  course  for  the  south  coast  of  Ireland. 

The  enemies  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  descant  at  length  on 
the  glorious  uncertainties  of  the  law — what  are  these  to  the  mutabilities 
of  life  in  yachting.  At  midnight  a  gale  of  wind  and  a  sea  fit  to  swallow 
us  ;  at  4h.  a,m.  an  utter  calm,  and  a  glassy  ocean  all  around  us.  We 
could  just  make  out  the  land  on  our  starboard  quarter,  probably  8  or  10 
miles  distant,  but  with  its  outline  ill  defined  and  indistinct.  The  horizon 
all  around  was  covered  by  a  thick  haze,  out  of  which  numerous  vessels 
were  ever  and  anon  appearing.  Though  now  actually  m  the  Atlantic 
with  nothing  to  break  the  force  of  the  long  expanse  of  waters  which 
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rolled  between  us  and  the  coast  of  America,  not  the  slightest  swell  was 
perceptible  all  day.    The  cutter  lay  like 

**  A  painted  ship 
Upon  a  painted  ocean.* 

All  Monday  and  most  of  Tuesday  drifting  we  knew  not  whither,  as 
no  land  was  in  sight.  At  length  on  the  evening  of  that  day  a  breeze 
iet  in  from  the  eastward  and  we  stood  in  for  the  land  which  we  made  as 
ve  supposed  somewhere  about  Trerose  Head,  but  when  sunset  came  and 
no  lights  were  visible  we  felt  somewhat  puzzled  as  to  our  locality.  We 
were  however  shortly  relieved  of  our  uncertainty  by  sighting  a  revolving 
light  on  our  port  bow,  which  we  found  could  be  no  other  than  that  on 
Lnndy  Island.  It  took  us  all  night  to  beat  up  along  the  coast  from 
Bode  Haven  by  Hartland  Point  and  Clovelly  and  across  the  mouth  of 
Barnstaple  Bay.  We  regretted  passing  during  night  so  much  of  the 
•ccnery  of  Mr.  Kingsley's  well-known  "  Westward  Ho".  The  book 
which  had  first  drawn  our  attention  to  this  part  of  the  English  coast, 
^en  nearly  abreast  of  Hartland  Point  the  man  at  the  helm  declared 
the  cutter's  keel  was  touching  the  ground— as  I  was  satisfied  we  were 
half  way  across  to  Lundy  Island,  or  at  all  events  several  miles  from  the 
^ore  I  knew  this  was  impossible.  It  must  have  been  the  force  of  the 
ehb  tide  catching  the  rudder  which  gave  him  the  impression.  The  tides 
in  the  Bristol  Channel  are  as  every  body  knows  tremendous. 

Both  Lundy  Island  and  Barnstaple  Bay  have  a  very  bad  character 
snwng  seamen,  one  being  surrounded  with  dangerous  rocks  and  overfiedls, 
^  other  boasting  of  a  most  deceptive  in-draught.  Placed  between  the 
two  iQ  a  dark  night  with  a  scant  and  variable  wind,  and  a  furious  lee- 
going  tide  and  no  one  aboard  who  had  ever  been  in  the  Bristol  Channel 
before,  I  felt  rather  anxious  and  was  not  sorry  after  securing  what  seemed 
&  fair  ofiing  to  windward  of  the  bland  to  heave-to  till  daylight  A  bright 
^ght  was  visible  on  shore,  which  was  probably  that  at  the  mouth  of  Bide~ 
ford  Harbour,  but  we  were  not  then  aware  that  the  Ilfracombe  Light  Is 
still  kept  IB  use  only  during  the  six  winter  months,  and  we  were  there 
^  on  the  look  out  for  it,  as  a  red  light  is  marked  on  the  chart. 

^  wind  was  very  light  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  24th,  and 
we  maae  but  very  little  way  for  some  hours,  at  last  a  strong  breeze  from 
^  eastward  set  in^  which  cleared  away  the  haze  and  proclaimed  our 
^inity  to  Morte  Point,  a  mile  or  two  further  down  channel  than  Ilfi*a- 
combe.  This  dangerous  point,  which  well  merits  its  evil  name,  we  re- 
<^ised  by  a  peculiar  staff-buoy  on  a  reef  of  rocks  at  its  extremity. 
Ve  followed  the  example  of  some  craft  we  saw  near  us  in  standing  close 
10  to  the  point     When  just  about  to  tack  a  pu£f  of  wind  off  the  high 
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ground  above  the  point  struck  the  cutter  and  carried  away  the  topsaH 
halliards  dose  to  the  mast  head.  Notwithstanding  that  we  must  now 
be  close  to  Ilfracombe,  not  a  symptom  of  the  vicinity  of  that  popular 
watering  place  was  as  yet  visible,  indeed  from  the  sea  it  is  impossible  to 
see  it  until  right  abreast  of  the  harbour  mouth.  The  chief  part  of  the 
town  is  hidden  by  the  Capstan  hill  which  is  placed  in  front  of  it.  We  had 
a  chart  of  the  harbour  on  a  large  scale,  and  it  did  not  appear  difficult 
to  take,  but  it  is  only  accessible  at  certain  stages  of  the  tide,  and  beings 
uncertain  whether  we  had  as  yet  water  in,  we  ran  up  a  signal  to  a  pilot 
boat  then  off  the  harbour  mouth,  and  which  had  just  put  one  of  her 
crew  on  board  a  vessel  bound  up-channel.  The  pilot  no  sooner  kneir 
the  water  we  were  drawing  than  he  made  us  stand  off  for  an  hour, 
as  there  would  not  be  water  up  to  the  pier  till  half-flood. 

With  the  wind  from  the  eastward  as  it  was  we  might  have  safely  ran 
in  and  taken  the  ground  outside  the  harbour,  as  it  is  all  smooth  sand, 
and  there  was  no  sea.  With  a  northerly  wind  however  a  conaderable 
sea  would  doubtless  roll  in.  Our  pilot  hit  the  proper  moment  to  a 
nicety  and  took  us  in  just  as  there  jg&a  water  enough  to  float  us  up  to 
the  inner  side  of  the  pier,  which  runs  about  three-fourths  across  the 
harbour  mouth.  Here  we  lay  snug  enough,  but  when  the  tide  ebbed 
we  foand  ourselves  placed  in  rather  an  awkward  predicament,  the  only 
means  of  communicating  with  a  slip  which  led  up  the  face  of  the  pier 
towering  high  above  us,  was  placing  oneself  on  the  boom,  holding  on  by 
the  lifts,  and  being  swung  across  the  dark  and  dismal  chasm,  which  thanks 
to  the  thick  wooden  fenders  which  kept  the  cutter^s  side  off  the  unhewn 
stones,  interposed  between  us  and  the  shore.  Had  one  sKpped  a  bath 
of  mud  after  a  fall  of  more  than  a  dozen  feet  would  have  been  the  result. 
The  harbour  of  Ilfracombe  is  not  large,  and  though  now  empty,  at 
times  is  crowded  enough,  it  being  the  only  port  along  all  that  iron 
bound  coast  to  which  vessels  can  run  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Not  less  than 
200  vessels,  many  of  them  of  large  size  have  found  shelter  in  this  singu- 
lar little  creek,  protected  by  the  lofty  hills  around  it  from  every  blast. 

With  the  town  we  were  much  disappointed,  and  although  the  scenery 
of  the  surrounding  country  is  singular  and  even  picturesque,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  much  to  recommend  it  as  a  smnmer  residence.  It  is 
easily  accessible  for  the  Bristol  folks  by  steamers,  but  its  distance 
firom  a  railway  is  a  serious  objection  one  would  think  to  the  usual 
seaside  pleasure  seekers. 

Thursday,  Aug.  25th.— I  devoted  to  a  visit  to  Barnstaple.  The  drive 
through  a  series  of  wooded  glens  past  Braunton  was  extremely  pretty 
and  the  views  of  Appledore,  Clovelly,  and  Bideford,  when  we  opened 
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die  valley  of  the  Taw  very  extensive  and  inteiwsting.  The  tide  was 
oot  as  we  drove  up  along  the  sandy  estuary,  and  I  soon  saw  that  my 
Driginal  intention  of  taking  the  yacht  np  to  Barnstaple  would  have  been 
a  work  of  no  little  difficulty  and  danger,  as  the  whole  coarse  of  the 
itream  seemed  crossed  at  no  great  intervals  with  weirs,  either  for  fishing 
or  to  break  the  force  of  the  stream,  which,  particularly  on  the  ebb  of 
ipring  tides  15  extremely  strong,  and  apt  to  cany  away  the  banks*  Had 
the  cutter's  keel  caught  in  one  of  these  as  it  doubtless  would,  she  would 
unquestionably  have  come  to  grief.  Appledore  pool  is  as  far  up  as  any 
vessel  not  possessed  of  a  flat  bottom  should  come. 

Barnstaple  is  a  dean  well  built  town  of  some  8  or  10,000  inhabitants, 
bat  apparently  without  much  trade  or  business  of  any  kind.  The  most 
carious  thing  about  it  b  its  bridge.  This  (unlike  bridges  in  general 
vbose  impecunioeity  is  usually  notorious,  so  much  so  that  they  have 
to  become  public  beggars,  and  like  Waterloo  and  Hungerford  im- 
portune all  who  approach  them  for  eleemosynary  assistance)  is  a  large 
land-owner  and  entertains  all  its  neighbours  to  fat  feasts  several  times 
a  year.  Though  rich  it  is  not  handsome:  its  sixteen  low  narrow  arches 
are,  one  would  imagine,  inconvenient,  as  well  as  ugly. 

Gay,  the  author  of  the  Beggar^s  Opera  was  bom  at  Barnstaple  in 
1688y  and  is  apparently  the  most  eminent  man  its  annals  can  boast  of. 
Aether  it  was  owing  to  a  dramatic  taste  given  by  the  fame  of  her  son 
I  know  not,  but  for  many  years  Barnstaple  could  boast  of  a  theatre, 
when  such  a  thing  was  unknown  in  other  towns  of  the  size.  To  add  to 
its  gaities  it  had  even  fortnightly  assemblies  some  fifty  years  ago.  I 
suppose  it  has  much  fallen  from  its  high  pretensions  in  these  degenerate 
<laj8.     I  have  rarely  seen  a  drearier  looking  place. 

In  driving  back  to  Ilfracombe  we  took  another  series  of  valleys  more 
picturesque  even  than  those  by  which  we  had  come  in  the  morning. 
The  well  wooded  hills  and  tidy  well  kept  hamlets  and  farm-houses  nest- 
ling at  their  base  reminded  me  not  a  little  of  the  better  parts  of  Switz- 
erland. The  evening  was  well  advanced  before  we  reached  Ilfracombe 
>^d  the  frequent  masses  of  scud  careering  along  the  sky  told  of  a  coming 
gale.  The  gardener  of  the  friend  we  had  gone  to  visit  at  Barnstaple, 
had  predicted  that  it  would  not  come  yet,  but  would  in  a  day  or  two. 
^e  would  have  preferred  its  immediate  advent  and  rejoiced  to  see  these 
symptoms  while  we  were  in  such  snug  quarters  as  Ilfracombe.  The 
gardener  proved  to  be  right,  the  night  after  a  little  blnstering,  calmed 
down,  and  Friday  morning  opened  with  a  calm  sea  and  a  hazy  sky. 

Summoning  our  attentive  and  civil  pilot  Mr.  Davie,  with  his  active 
^i*s  crew:  we  got  the  cutter  hauled  out  at  high  water  of  the  afternoon 
tide.    In  quitting  Ilfracombe  the  pilot  gave  us  parting  directions  that 
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if  ever  we  had  oocarion  to  take  the  harhoor  without  a  pilot  that  the  beat 
way  if  to  keep  as  eloee  to  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  as  poaalble* 
The  rocks  there  are  he  said  as  steep  i^  a  wharf  wall.  When  we  got 
oatside  it  was  about  4h.  p.ni.,  and  again  looking  Tery  threatening.  The 
wind  as  usual  this  season  right  ahead*  In  all  my  cruising  I  never  had 
experienced  so  many  delays  from  calms  and  head  winds  as  this  year* 
The  squaresail  up  to  this  time  had  never  been  set  except  for  a  lew 
hours  in  running  down  to  St.  Abbs'  Head  the  evoning  we  left  homeu 
We  had  however  this  evening  a  weather  going  tide  for  some  time,  and 
that  in  the  Bristol  Channel  is  no  mean  assistance.  To  get  the  full 
force  of  the  ebb  we  stood  across  to  the  northward  for  five  or  six  hours, 
and  then  taclied  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  2h.  a.ro.,  it  fell  nearly 
calm^  the  prognostications  of  a  gale  having  again  for  the  time  proved 
deceitful. 

At  6h.  a.m  on  Saturday  morning  Lundy  Island  was  visible  about  six 
or  seven  miles  astern,  and  shortly  after  the  Webh  land  was  seen  some 
ten  miles  off  on  our  port  bow.  At  8h.  a.  m.  breeae  from  south-west  set 
in,  when  we  set  large  topsail.  The  thickness  cleared  off  about  noon  and 
showed  us  the  opening  of  Milford  Haven  right  ahead  and  at  no  g^reat 
distance  off.  As  we  approached  we  discovered  a  yacht  standing  out, 
which  we  soon  recognised  to  be  that  pretty  cutter  the  Minion.  She 
had  been  our  near  neighbour  at  Cowes. 

A  strong  flood  tide  kept  us  back  for  some  time,  but  we  managed  to 
pass  St.  Ann's  Lights  by  quarter  pa£t  4  and  to  get  to  anchor  opponte 
the  town  of  Milford  about  6.  We  hailed  a  revenue  cruiser,  and  acting 
on  her  advice  let  go  in  some  five  fathoms  abreast  of,  but  a  long  way  out 
from  the  pier,  but  such  is  the  rise  and  fid!  of  tide  that  as  it  proved  we 
were  even  yet  too  close  in -shore. 

On  Sunday  28th  we  went  on  shore  to  church  in  the  forenoon,  and 
then  pulled  up  above  Pembroke  in  the  afternoon  to  where  the  harbour 
narrows  to  a  river,  but  from  which  we  were  unable  to  return  till  late  in 
the  evening  in  consequence  of  the  strength  of  the  tide.  The  fine  wea- 
ther still  continued,  but  the  sun  set  very  white  this  afternoon  an  nufiul- 
ing  symptom  of  a  change  to  the  worse.  The  gale  was  obviously  coming 
at  last,  and  we  felicitated  ourselves  on  our  snug  quarters.  Little  think- 
ing to  what  a  wretched  miserable  harbour  we  had  come.  About  2h. 
a.m.  I  was  awoke  by  the  vessel  striking  the  ground  aft.  On  going  on 
deck  I  found  her  aground,  the  tide  having  fallen  close  on  four  (athoms. 
It  was  now  blowing  hard  from  the  south-west  and  the  wind  and  the  ebb 
between  them  kicked  up  as  nice  a  little  sea  as  any  harbour  with  a  repu- 
tation like  Milford  Haven  could  well  boast  at  The  revenue  cutter  and 
most  of  the  merchant  vessels  were  also  aground.     Shortly  after  daylight 
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A  large  iron  schooner  yacht  which  proved  to  be  the  Old  Titania  ran  up 
under  yery  low  caov&fl.  Instead  of  stopping  at  Milford  she  carried  on 
peat  the  Dockyard,  where  she  had  some  shelter  from  the  sea,  though 
Ijing  in  a  tide-way  like  a  mill  race.  Many  eoasters  came  in,  most  of 
them  ninning  in  to  Angle  Bay  near  the  eastern  entrance  of  the  harbour 
where  they  took  the  ground  every  ebb. 

When  the  cutter  floated  we  got  the  foresail  on  her  and  shifted  to  a 
herth  further  out,  where  we  were  nearly  in  a  line  with  a  small  black 
haoy,  beyond  which  there  is  10  fathoms  water;  anchored  in  9  fathoms: 
rerenoe  cutter  also  changed  her  position  by  getting  a  line  fast  to  the 
moonDgs  of  the  Vestal,  Trinity  house  yacht,  that  had  left  that  morning 
for  Dublin.  A  very  rough  passage  she  must  hare  had  of  it,  for  as  the 
^lUuxiiDg  advanced  the  gale  increased  and  the  run  fell  in  torrents.  It 
iDoderated  a  little  about  mid-day  when  a  boat  succeeded  in  getting 
ssbore  for  letters.  After  dark  the  wind  freshened  again,  and  the  sea 
uuareased,  with  the  ebb  especially  the  yacht  was  most  uneasy,  thrashing 
the  heavy  seas  with  her  counter  in  a  way  I  had  never  experienced  before, 
eren  when  hove  to  in  a  heavy  gale  in  the  middle  of  the  North  Sea:  the 
reason  doubtless  being,  that  here  the  craft  was  tide  rode,  thus  presenting 
her  stem  to  the  waves.  The  harbour  on  Tuesday  morning  when  I 
veat  on  deck  presented  anything  but  an  inviting  aspect. 

One  Norwegian  brig,  a  very  handsome  vessel,  a  short  way  outside  of 
OS  had  her  forefoot  torn  away,  being  forced  by  the  tide  athwart  her  own 
c^le,  and  was  now  driving  broadside  on  across  the  Haven,  if  Haven 
'^h  a  place  may  be  called.  Another  schooner  that  had  come  in  during 
^«  night  was  coming  down  right  on  the  top  of  us.  We  had  both 
'^iM^n  out  during  the  night  while  the  flood  made,  but  had  luckily  got 
one  on  board  again,  we  were  thus  able  to  pay  out  chain  handily,  and 
keep  clear  by  a  hand's  breadth.  We  were  now  pitching  bowsprit  and 
boom  under  water,  and  the  taffi  ail  was  at  times  entirely  submerged,  the 
yacht  being  again  tide  rode.  I  was  beginning  really  to  fear  she  would 
founder  with  us,  when  one  of  her  violent  plunges  started  the  anchor,  and 
we  began  to  drive  like  our  neighbours.  Now  we  had  nothing  for  it  but 
^  aet  the  foresail  and  run  up,  trusting  to  our  charts  for  we  knew  nothing 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  harbour.  We  came  to  on  the  opposite  side  to 
the  dockyard  but  a  little  further  down  in  Landstadwell  Bay.  We  an- 
chored iu  8  fathoms  at  lowest  ebb  opposite  an  old  quay,  and  although 
hy  no  means  so  comfortable  as  we  might  have  been,  we  were  consider- 
^y  quieter  and  safer  than  opposite  Milford.  Indeed  every  one  on 
Wd  united  in  condemning  it  as  the  most  wretched  place  they  had  ever 
**^^  at  anchor  in. 
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It  is  the  fashion  to  pnuse  Milford  Haven  as  one  of  the  finest  harbourl 
in  Britain.  These  praises  I  had  thought  well  merited ,  bat  I  eame  to  he 
of  a  very  different  opinion  before  I  left  it.  Its  upper  part  is  full  d 
banks,  its  lowest  is  much  exposed  to  a  heavy  roll,  and  in  all  parts  it  hai 
a  tide  like  a  mill  race,  worse  even  than  the  Pentland  Firth.  Aa  a  proof 
of  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  place  a  vessel  was  lost  this  autumn  in  it 
with  all  hands  on  board,  the  same  night  the  Royal  Charter  was  wrecked. 

To  judge  of  it  from  its  appearance  on  the  chart,   one  would  imagine 
it  was  similar  to  one  of  our  Highland  lochs,  and  snch  I  judged  it  to  be 
till  I  entered  it  and  experienced  the  disagremens  of  it,  when  I  saw  it  in 
its  true  character,  viz;  the  estuary  of  a  river,  and  that  estuary  at  tlie 
mouth  of  the  Bristol  Channel,   where  the  strength   of  the  tides  and  the 
consequent  accumulation  of  mud  and  sand  is  probably  surpassed  by  no 
place  in  the  known   world.     Any  one  who  has  been  at  Chepstow  will 
know  what  Bristol  Channel  mud  is.     To  do  the   highland  lochs  simpls 
justice  they  are  not  troublesome  in  regard  either  to  tide  or  mud.     Tbey 
are  sometimes  rather  deep,  hut,  for  that  sole  failing  they  are  as  harbours 
perfect,  and  to  be  classed  in  a  totally  different  category  from  such  places 
as  Milford  haven. 

But  I  must  not  abuse  the  haven  too  much,  we  are  not  yet  out  of  it 
Wednesday  it  still  blew  a  gale,  and  we  could  not  move  from  Lanstad- 
well  Bay,  we  therefore  landed,  which  fortunately  here  we  could  do  with 
some  little  difficulty.     At  Milford  it  would  have  been  impracticably  st 
least  without  a  drenching.     We  walked  to  Nayland,  where  we  found  a 
very  ingenious  and  expensive  hydraulic  apparatus  connecting  the  Sooto 
Wales  Railway  with  a  floating  pier  where  the  Cork  and  Waterford 
steamers  take  in  and  discharge  their  cargoes.     All  this  had  been  ooo« 
structed  by  the  late  Mr.  Brunei  at  an  enormous  expense  to  combat  the 
difficulty  of  erecting  and  maintaining  ordinary  piers  in  such  a  tide  as  here 
rushes  past.     In  his  opinion  no  foundation  that  could  be  constructed 
would  stand  the  force  of  the  current.     The   worst  of  it  is  that  it  n«w* 
soon  be  renewed,  the  portions  of  which  the  pier  consists  will  it  is  feared 
soon  decay.     A  very  intelligent  engineer  we  met  here  and  who  very 
politely  explained  the  machinery  to  us,  thought  that  piers  on  arches  might 
have  been  constructed,  but  if  it  had  been  so  doubtless  Mr.  Brunei  to 
whom  expenditure  was  never  any  hindrance,  and  whose  fertility  of  re- 
source was  exhaustless  would  have  found  out  a  way  of  erecting  them. 
But  even  then  the  hydraulic  lift  would  have  been  requisite  to  hare 
corrected  in  some  degree  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the  extraordiua^y 
rise  and  fall  of  tide. 

After  satisfying  our  curiosity  at  Nayland,  where  by  the  way  we  saw 
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^  Fire  Qneen  steamer  jacht,  Mr.  Scott  Russell's  first  embodiment  of 
tbe  wave  line  theory.  8he  had  been  lying  there  doing  nothing  for 
some  time.  She  is  long,  low,  and  extremely  sharp,  with  a  very  hand- 
fome  bow,  bat  with  which  it  struck  us  her  latter  end  was  not  in  keeping, 
SeTeral  other  steamers,  one  of  them  of  considerable  size,  for  some  time 
00  the  American  passage,  called  I  think  the  Pacific,  was  also  lying 
there  apparently  unemployed. 

To  he  continued. 
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Up  to  the  exact  time  Biddy  gave  the  signal  agreed  upon  to  make 
31ij8  Hoorigan  aware  of  her  propinquity,  in  a  few  minutes  that  indivi- 
dinl  made  a  stealthy  appearance,  apparently  in  a  high  state  of  mental 
excitement 

^  I'll  do  it  Biddy  T'  said  she,  in  a  sepulchral  tone,  "  so  shure  as  my 
name  is  Hourigan!" 

"  What-'what — will  you  do  Norah,  ahagur?*^  exclaimed  Biddy,  in  the 
extremity  of  alarm. 

'*Whis&t — spake  aisy— -ye  omadhaun!'' 

Biddy  drew  herself  up  with  an  indescribable  air  of  injured  dignity, 
**  I'd  have  ye  to  know ** 

"  I  wouldn't  do  it  for  anybody  but  a  daughter  of  ould  Michael  Dela- 
ney's,  but  whin  she^s  insulted  I'll  do  it!" 

"What?" 

'^  I'll  lave  thim  in  confewshin !  quit  ther  sitewation  P* 

Biddy  was  thunderstruck  at  this  proof  of  friendship. 

'*  You  must  take  my  things  away,  Biddy,  they'll  be  wantin'  to  keep 

me,  1  know,  but  I'd  see  them — I — I — I'd  see  them "     Where  she 

would  have  seen  them  Biddy  did  not  wait  to  hear,  but  proffered  her 
wannest  co-operation  to  revenge  the  insult  that  had  been  put  upon  the 
nee  of  Delany. 

" Well,  then,  take  thisbnndle,  and  put  it  in  yer  thrunk  undther  lock 
an'.kayr 

''Bud  I  have  no  thrunk,  Norah,  dearl^' 

''Thin  borrow  one  from  Mrs.  Farrell;  be  off  wid  you  now— cum 
^goi  this  time  to-morrow  night!" 

Biddy  started  off  and  effected  a  loan  of  a  trunk  from  her  worthy 

•  Concluded  from  page  120. 
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landlady;  in  which  she  deposited  Miss  Hourigan^s  propeitj,  and  mad 
was  she  delighted  at  the  rariety  and  richness  of  her  wardrobe,  some  oi 
which  finery  she  resolved  to  seek  the  priTtlege  of  wearing,  in  order  tc 
astound  the  simple-minded  Mr.  Casey,  when  Norah  should  hare  accom- 
plished her  terrible  project.  Evening  after  evening  Biddy  hovered  neai 
the  mansion  in  Mount- street,  conveying  all  Norah's  moveable  property 
away,  and  thinking  to  herself  if  the  family  only  knew  of  the  fearful  lost 
they  were  about  to  sustain  in  the  person  of  Norah;  and  regularly  every 
day  she  enjoyed  an  agreeable  walk  with  Dennis  Casey,  Esq.,  overseer  of 
pavements,  and  in  return  for  the  interest  he  displayed  in  seeking  a  home 
for  her,  she  made  him  fully  aware  of  the  movements  of  her  self-sacri- 
ficing friend,  Norah. 

The  morning  of  the  day  which  was  to  throw  a  whole  family  into  dire 
confusion,  Biddy  was  astonished  by  an  early  visit  from  Dennis  Casey, 
dressed,  and  looking,  as  she  declared,  'Mike  a  raal  gintleman!** 

"Now,  Biddy,  jewel  I'*  he  exclaimed,  ''jump  alive,  Fve  got  you  the 
very  thing  you  want ;  get  ready  now — I've  a  car  here  for  your  box, 
and  bedad  ids  a  lady  ye^U  be  med  of  where  yer  goin  to  I** 

Bidd's  heart  leaped  for  joy,  sure  she  must  go  and  tell  Norah,  for  fear 
she'd  be  looking  for  her  things,  but  no— she  would  not  have  time,  she 
must  bring  them  with  her  ;  so  off  they  went  at  a  hand -gallop  and  Mn. 
Farrell  threw  an  old  shoe  after  them  for  luck,  and  said,  "  Upon  her 
conscience,  she'd  often  seen  an  uglier  couple  goin*  to  Donnybrook!** 

They  speedily  arrived  in  a  retired  looking  street,  and  stopped  at  a 
stately  looking  mansion,  remarkable  for  its  simple  architecture,  absence 
of  window  ornaments,  and  for  a  number  of  by  no  means  well  clad  indt* 
viduals  of  both  sexes,  who  lounged  at  the  open  door,  stood  in  the  hall, 
or  wandered  up  the  stairs.  Biddy  was  bewildered,  she  thought  that 
grreat  charity  must  be  dispensed  within,  but  she  was  not  allowed  much 
time  for  reflection  ;  she  was  hurried  up  stairs  and  into  a  large  room,  ia 
which  were  a  considerable  assemblage,  and  Biddy  wondered  more  thsn 
ever,  could  they  be  all  looking  for  the  situation,  and  was  that  cross- 
looking  gentleman,  sitting  under  the  green  canopy  at  the  end,  the 
"  Masther  ;*'  and  were  the  chaps  at  the  table  writing,  examining  the 
'*  karacthers'^  of  the  candidates  ;  and  was  the  lady  that  was  sitting  in  • 
chair  the  "  JSifisthress  ;"  but,  oh,  horror  of  all  horrors,  right,  lefl^  an<I 
centre  were  terrible  looking  policemen,  of  every  size  and  shape,  with 
snub  noses,  and  cock-noses,  light  hur  and  dark  hair,  with  capes  and 
without  capes,  and  all  looking  as  solemn  and  proper  as  if  they  nevef 
were  in  the  habit  of  paying  surreptitious  visits  to  the  presiding  god* 
desses  of  basement  storeys,  or  swore  to  anything  but  the  truth  in  their 
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firas.  Poor  Biddy's  heart  went  *'  thamp,  thamp,  thump,"  and  her  brain 
whistled,  all  tbe  room  seemed  flying  roand  ;  a  great  bustle  and  confu- 
aon  at  her  back  caused  her  to  turn,  when  what  a  sight  met  her  eyes** 
Norah  herself ^—^fae  great  '*  oranmore,"  closely  attended  by  two  stalwart 
gDardians  of  the  public  wel&re  entered.  Biddy  was  about  to  throw 
litnelf  into  NoraVs  arras,  (or,  to  all  enquiries,  Mr.  Casey  had  become 
■oddenly  deaf,  but  the  latter  individual  pulled  her  back,  as  though  to 
keep  her  out  of  sight.  Norah  advanced  with  majestic  step,  the  blush  of 
outraged  dignity  mantling  upon  her  cheeky  and  the  fire  of  injured  inno- 
eeoce  flashing  from  her  eyes. 
"  We  are  ail  ready  now,  your  worship  T*  squeaked  a  voice. 
'*  Proceed  with  the  first  case,  Sergeant  Dowling,^  growled  a  buU-dog 
▼issged  biped,  clad  in  blue. 

Mr.  Casey  promptly  advanced,  and  took  his  posidon  at  the  end  of  a 
niled-in  box,  the  inside  of  which  Miss  Hourigan  was  at  the  same  time 
courteously  invited  to  occupy. 
Biddy  became  speechless  with  fright  sind  excitement 
Mr.  Caaey'fl  maimer  and  tone  of  voice  was  now  so  totally  divested  of 
thet  innocent,  careless^  country  simplicity,  which  had  sc  enchanted 
Biddy,  that  she  began  to  think  herself  bewitched,  or  asleep  and  dream- 
ing ;  she  was  in  a  state  of  mental  torpor,  from  which  she  was  speedily 
ftfOQsed  by  hearing  her  name  called  in  question,  and  the  worthy  <'Dinny'* 
*<kki]ig  her  by  the  arm  led  her  forward  ia  the  most  polite  manner,  and 
left  her  standing  ^^fominst"  Miss  Hourigan,  with  the  exhortation  to 
"tell  the  thratb-^de  whole  tfiruth^--and  nothing  but  the  tfaruth!*' 

Ai  this  moment  the  door  opened,  and  two  other  policemen  appeared, 
^'osriiig  the  identical  trunk. 

A  terrible  surmise  flashdl  in  Biddy's  mind— ^he  silk  dres^s— her 
^'<M(^ei-.'dic  <<purty''  ribbons — and  the  **  darlin'  little  handkerchers!" 
the  thousand  and  one  little  articles  of  brave  finery  which  had  excited 
W  wonder  and  axkniration,  and  which  she  had  spirited  away  as  the 
goods  and  gifts  of  the  immaculate  Norah  ;  all  these  rose  in  fearAil  array 
Wbfc  her^-^^och,  murdther — wirra — wirra — ^pillillieu! — that  bedizened 
"^niytare"  was  in  league  after  all  with  the  "  deludih"  Casey— she'd  be 
>n  a  "  thrunsported"  or  hung.  Neither  "  tabicky,"  or  snnflF,  or  "  parqui- 
'^^^  would  ever  cause  joy  to  resound  beneath  the  roof«tree  she  had 
left— oeh-hone— och-hone!  it  was  all  over-»so,  with  a  series  of  howls 
^^  would  have  done  respectable  execution  at  a  wake  or  a  funeral,  she 
Wled  out,  "Norah— Norah — ^for  the  love  uv  the  Virgin  tell  the 
thrutbr 
Norah  gave  a  scream  that  would  have  raised  the  leather  from  a  po- 
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licemau's  hat,  and  turaiag  upon  Biddy,  with  the  air  of  a  betrayed  and 
desolate  victim,  she  stretched  forth  an  arm,  whose  muscular  proportions 
astounded  the  beholders,  and  shaking  the  finger  of  soom,  accompanied 
by  the  withering  look,  she  hurled  forth  the  terrible  denondation,  '*  Con« 
shumin  to  you — ^you  common  informer  I" 

"  What  ?"  gasped  poor  fiiddy.  "  Niver  show  your  face  in  Alihinry 
agin  ;  if  you  do— ril— I'll  have  you  massacreed  you  wretch!"  continued 
the  furious  Norah. 

Biddy  sank  into  the  arms  of  Sergeant  Dowling,  the  terrible  appella- 
tion applied  to  her  by  Norah  depriving  her  of  eeose  or  motion,  that 
active  gentleman  struggled  with  his  burthen  into  the  open  air. 

Bitter  were  the  reproaches  that  ensued,  but  Sergeant  Dowling,  alias 
Dinny  Casey,  pursued  his  advantage  ;  employing  his  most  "  deludin 
arts,  he  speedily  restored  Biddy's  equanimity  of  temper,  and  but  a  week 
elapsed  when  the  innocent  ^*  craytnre*'  became  his  bride. 

Poor  Norah — notwithstanding  her  most  polite  assurance  to  the  sitting 
magistrate  that  the  whole  was  a  mistake,  '*  which,  upon  her  honor!" 
she  could  make  quite  apparent,  and  all  owing  to  the  jealousy  of  that 
*^  desaitful  woman"  she  had  been  induced  to  become  a  friend  of.  Not- 
withstanding all^  this,  she  received  such  a  pressing  invitation  to  proceed 
on  a  marine  excursion,  that  resigning  her  appointment  in  Monnt-stree^ 
she  at  once  joined  the  distinguished  party,  who  were  assembled  to  do 
justice  to  national  hospitality  at  its  magnificent  seat  on  the  shores  of 
Botanical  Harbour. 

Delany— P«re — summoned  Delany— -Jfere— 4o  his  side,  on  one  fine 
spring  morning  ;  as  the  Athenry  post  delivered  to  him  a  missive  betr- 
ing  the  post-mark  of  DubUn. 

Much  triumph  did  the  worthy  couple  enjoy  at  its  contents,  and  ht 
and  near  spread  the  intelligence  that  ''  Biddy  Delany  med  a  grsnd 
match  in  Dublin,  bedad  id's  all  thrue  my  jewel-— a  gran'  match  intirsly* 
I  seen  the  letther  myself— an'  Biddy  say's  she  married  to  a  nale 
officer  !" 

And  so  Biddy  did  say  in  her  letter— but  she  cautiously  omitted  men- 
tion that  he  was  an  officer  '<  in  ihim  thievin',  rascaUy,  sdiaymio' 
Polls !" 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

"  We  will  now  inspect  the  stores  and  fittings,  Mr.  Hammond,  if  you 
plesse?" 

**  AJl  in  this  atore^  sir,  please,  quite  convenient,— werry  i^ppy  to  see  a 
geo'el-man  so  partiolar  I" 

A  long  shed  or  store  stood  adjacent  to  the  shore,  to  the  rusty  pad- 
lode  on  the  door  to  which  Hammond  applied  the  key  ;  enlisting  the 
Mmoes  of  sundry  idlers,  who  like  yultnres  make  their  appearance  on 
>D6h  ooeasioDa  £rom  heaven  knows  where,  I  was  speedily  engaged  in 
tnroing  over,  opening  out,  and  uncoiling  the  bundles  and  coils  which 
i*  confused  heaps  represented  the  complete  fit  out  of  the  Duvemay. 

''Sails  worry  much  mildewed,  sir,  I**  quoth  the  worthy  captain, 
"  they  owes  no  man  nothing  at  this  time  of  their  life" 

I  minutely  aurveyed  the  ample  folds  which  were  spread  in  piles  before 
ne  ;  they  looked  very  much  as  if  some  industrious  cook  had  devoted  a 
cooriderable  amount  of  time  to  sprinkling  them  over  with  black  pepper; 
whikt  sundry  neatly  applied  patches  here  and  there  denoted  the  careful 
attendance  of  a  watchful  leech  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  a  broken 
<iOQstitation. 

**  The  storm  suit,  Mr.  Hammond  ;  the  full  storm  suit  I"  I  exclaimed, 
'^  if  that  is  all  right  we  can  do  r 

Hammond  grinned,  and  the  idlers  absolutely  expresssed  their  admira- 
tion of  my  bard  weather  propensities.  Up  came  a  Inost  dismal  looking 
roll. 

'*  Sturm  trysel'— guess  Bo  I"  exclaimed  one  of  the  varlets. 

It  was  opened  out,  a  cloud  of  dust  arose  from  its  interior,  and  as  I 
^k  a  hold  of  it  to  assist  the  operation,  two  liberal  handfuls  came  away 
in  my  grasp. 

"'Twas  a  good  sail  onee  I  expect !"  ejaculated  a  voice  at  my  elbow. 

*'  Let  us  proceed  to  the  rigging  now,  Mr.  Hammond  ;  the  sails  will 
^o  perfectly  well,  I  am  quite  satisfied  with  them  !" 

It  was  now  the  worthy  skipper's  turn  to  stare,  which  he  didrfor  a 
second  or  so,  but  the  perfect  satisfaction  that  beamed  o'er  my  features 
must  have  consoled  him. 

'*Bere  be  the  main  sh'rds,  Bo^  slung  along,  the  wall  here-away— 
Uowed  if  ther  aint  ten  years  allowance  of  dust  in  em  1" 


208  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

"  Fetch  em  out,  then,  why  din't  yer  I^'  exclaimed  Hammond  gruffly. 

'*  Never  mind,  men,"  I  exclaimed,  "  I  can  see  they  are  all  right  !** 

*'  Umph  !"  qaoth  the  skipper. 

^  Now  for  the  remainder  of  the  gear  !** 

A  confused  assembla^  of  coils  of  all  descriptions  met  my  view— 
**  Excellent  I"  I  exclaimed,  **  Excellent — ^nothing  can  be  better  ;  I  am 
delighted,  Mr.  Hammond,  at  the  condition  in  which  everything  is  in  !" 

That  important  personage  looked  more  puzzled  than  ever. 

**  Now  for  the  vessel  !*'  said  I,  ^  let's  have  a  look  at  her  inside  !" 

By  dint  of  skilful  jockeyship  on  the  shoulders  of  a  stalwart  "  mud- 
lark," I  managed  to  get  on  board  the  beautiful  Duvernay* 

**  Welcome  on  board,  sir  I"  exclaimed  Hammond  most  politely*  A 
sudden  twitch  caused  a  contraction  of  my  featurea. 

"  Guns  are  below,  and  you  will  say  the  armouiy  ia  in  fiiflt*rate  con- 
dition, sir,"  interposed  the  astute  mariner. 

**  Ay,  let's  have  a  look  at  the  guns  and  the  armoury  by  ail  means,'*  I 
ejaculated  with  a  cheerful  laugh. 

My  guns  were  below — in  the  state  saloon  too-^I  suppose  Scfewgeom 
had  erred,  they  were  cast-iron,  not  brass ;  but  what  matter,  they  were 
there,  and  they  were  guns,  and  although  the  staff  of  a  boathook  gave 
respectable  evidence  of  an  internal  surface  somewhat  rougher  than  ft 
wood  rasp,  still  they  looked  well,  nearly  as  well  as  the  other  appoi&t' 
ments  I  had  inspected. 

The  muskets,  and  the  pistols,  and  the  boarding  pikes»  and  the 
pure  Damascus  bbded  cutlasses  were  there  too.  Having,  during  my 
school  days,  acquired  -some  distinction  in  the  broadsword  exercise,  I 
seized  one  of  the  latter,  and  to  show  my  knowledge  of  what  a  Uade 
should  be,  I  bent  it  double  on  the  cabin  floor,  and  it  oUigiqgfy  i** 
mainedso. 

"  'Twould  make  a  first-rate  scoop  for  bait  scnipin',  or  mud  sarobia  / 
exclaimed  one  of  the  idlers  who  had  followed  us  below* 

I  rewarded  his  penetration  by  a  present  of  the  implement. 

I  continued  my  investigation  ;  the  accommodation  certainly  could 
not  be  cavilled  at ;  if  I  could  have  had  her  mounted  on  wheels  sad 
transported  into  one  of  the  romantic  streets  that  branch  off  the  Btrsod 
or  Fleet-street,  I  should  have  certainly  realised  a  fortune  ;  no  lodging 
house  in  those  localities  could  venture  a  comparison.  With  the  number 
of  beds  and  sitting-rooms  she  was  capable  of  making  up,  and  s*  ^ 
dioginess  of  upholstery  and  furniture  fittings,  the  haunted  chamber 
represented  in  the  melo-drama  of  the  **  Monk  and  the  Monastery*  of 
the  Mysterious  Miracle,"  was  a  faice  to  it.     The  UtMcht  velvet  io  the 
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state  berths,  dignified  by  that  name,  and  dedgnated  as  crimson,  was 
iboat  88  hard  to  distinguish  as  the  blood  of  Rizzio  in  the  floor  planks 
it  Holjrood  ;  the  state  saloon  with  its  silken  hangings  toned  down  into 
ayeiy  dismal  baj  mahogany  ^artment,  with  verdigrised  brass  wire- 
work  panels,  behind  which  appeared  a  yery  fragile  texture  that  might 
oDoe  have  done  daty  for  the  aforesaid  hangings  ;  the  French  white  was 
nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  I  presume  the  gold  had  been  diuipating  in  the 
mne  society  ;  the  rose-coloured  glass  had  become  so  pale  that  Mr. 
Hammond's  hronaed  features  looked  most  dismally  grim  as  he  ventured 
to  remark  them  ;  the  pink  satin  hangings,  the  dove- coloured  ceilings, 
aod  the  delicate  bird's-eye  maple  panels,  with  the  gorgeous  fretwork  of 
gold,  gave  place  to  some  faded  chint^  dirty -white  paint,  and  the  com- 
inonest  oak  graining  that  ever  adorned  a  stall  in  **  Vauzhair'  or  the 
**  Sureyy"  and  the  golden  fretwork  was  a  web  of  copper-wire  which 
pievented  the  clothing  in  the  berths  frt>m  slipping  out. 

When  we  had  gained  the  deck  again,  the  tide  had  flowed  consider- 
ably, so  that  mnd-larking  on    shore    was   happily  dispensed    with. 
''Well  r  thought  I,  "  I  shall  go  afloat  for  the  first  time  in  a  boat  of  my 
own  at  all  events^" 
*<  Mr.  Hammond  ?" 
"Ay,  ay,  sir  r 

'*Qet  one  of  the  boats  abngside  !"  By  Jove,  I  plucked  up,  I  can 
^  you,  on  giving  this  order.  It  sounded  something  like,  what  my 
•mbition  prompted,  correct." 

**  I  say,  Bill,"  whispered  Hammond  (in  an  aside),  "  just  you  give 
Joe  DCarston  the  whistle  to  bring  o£P  his  boaf 

"  You  haTe  not  inspected  the  ground  gear  yet,  please  sir ;  nor  the 
pumps,  nor  the  folksel,-H:ior  the—  the—  th— 

.  i   "  Boats,  Mr.  Hammond  !^'  I  answered,  **  that^s  exactly  what  I  want 
to  see  next !" 

'*  Please,  Sir,  none  on  'em  will  float !" 

At  this  moment  the  individual  rejoicing  in  the  patronymic  of  Marston 
toade  his  appearance. 
'*  Well,"  enquired  that  worthy,  *^  whats  a-wantin'  o^  Joe  Marston  ?" 
**  This  gentleman  wants  to  go  ashore  !" 

*' Ay-ay— dare  say  he  does,  small  blame  to  him  ;  he  would  if  he 
could  ;-«]f  he  couldn't  how  could  he  ? — Could  he  do  more  than  he 
<^Qld,  could  he  ? — Could  you  ?— Could  I  put  him  ashore  for  nothin' ! — 
could  I  ? — Could  you  leave  four  boats  lyin'  ashore  there,  burnt  into 
^"f^^h  timber,  and  bleached  into  punk  ef  you  minded  yer  bisness, 
Mestbur  Hammond,  could  you  ?— Ayay— grin  and  wink  away  man, — 
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what  do  I  care  about  you,-— whoo  ! — that  for  you  !"  turoiog  his  oars 
into  the  water  as  he  spoke  and  preparing  to  row  away. 

"  Come  here,  Joe,"  said  I  quietly. 

*'  D n  me,  but  a  gentleman  spoke  there,'*  exclaimed  the  queer  old 

Bsh."  None  of  your  blusterin',  Captain  Parry's  of  the  Per-tree-gnn— — 
I  know; — Ay-ay— I  know — Per-tree-grin,  indeed?  No,  no,  Pm  a 
rum'un  I  know,  that's  sartain.  IVe  no  niece  as  I  knows  of, — that's  fkct^ 
and  I  minds  my  bisness  when  so  be  I  has  it  to  mind  ;  and  that's  more 
nor  some  dandy  Captains  as  I  knows  of  can  do  I  No,  no,  as  I  said 
before,  Joe  Marston  is  a  spice  of  an  old  hos ;— half  Yankee,  whole 
Britbher.  Ay— ay,  fits  e^ery  hand,  berth  and  berth,  in  and  out,  same 
and  same  ;  same  as  one  handspike  !'^ 

In  a  few  minutes  we  reached  the  bank,  under  Joe  Mar8ton*8  aus- 
pices. The  moment  I  touched  the  land  I  felt  a  most  unaccountable 
sensation  pervade  me  ;  I  could  have  strangled  Screwgeum  with  an  im- 
mense amount  of  gratification,  and  yet  why  ?  The  worthy  ci-devaot 
attorney  had  only  performed  his  duty  (either  to  himself  or  somebody 
else),  just  as  the  regular  work-a-day  world's  habit  fully  justifies.  I  could 
have  taken  Captain  Parry  Hammond  of  the  Per-tree-grin  by  the  col- 
lar, and  pitched  him 

**  from  the  rock  afar 
As  e'er  a  peasant  pitched  a  bar." 

But  then  a  moment's  reflection  convinced  me  that  Hammond  being  a 
powerful,  burly  seaman,  could  take  up  such  a  little  whipper-snapper  as 
myself  and  crack  me  like  a  nut,  so  I  did  not  pitch  him  from  the  rock, 
or  rather  the  bank,  but  I  lit  a  cigar  ;  and  although  I  felt  somewhat  like 
the  ebullition  of  a  soda  water  bottle,  evolving  the  carbonic  acid  gas  as  it 
were  ;  yet  a  few  puffs  of  the  soothing  weed  relieved  me  ;  then  it  got 
stiff  and  would  not  smoke,  so  I  probed  it  with  my  breast  pin ;  it  still  . 
continued  obdurate-HSio  I  d  d  it  and  got  into  a  rage  with  it — ^flung 
it  into  the  sea,  and  was  myself  again. 

If  any  of  us  likely  to  be  betrayed  by  our  passions  would  make  it  a 
practice  to  carry  a  few  bad  cigars  and  try  to  light  one  and  enjoy  a  smoke 
whilst  in  a  rage,  it  is  really  wonderful  what  a  perfect  safety  valve  it 
proves ;  man  bears  some  analogy  to  a  steam  engine  ;  both  require  a 
safety,  valve  to  ensure  their  punctual  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of 
them  ;  the  man  for  his  temper,  the  '*  giue"  for  its  "  biler."  Now,  it  is 
really  wonderful  what  a  very  small  velvet  valve  will  prevent  a  man 
making  a  fool  of  himself ;  a  loose  button,  a  speck  on  one's  trowsers  ;  a 
stone  to  kick  on  the  road,  a  thistle  to  be  cut  down  by  our  stick  :  but 
above  all,  a  drunken  man  to  pick  up,  for  he  is  the  best  typical  exposi- 
tion of  a  man  in  a  passion.     My  bad  cigar  was  my  valve,  and  I  there- 
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hn  did  not  make  a  fool  of  myself,  but  enjoyed  my  drive  back  to  Cowes 
QceediDgly, 

"Now,  Captain  Hammond  !"  said  I,  as  we  arrived  at  A— — s*  door, 
**Y(m  of  course  perfectly  understand  all  I  wish  you  to  do?^' 

"Quite  so,  sir,  engage  a  full  crew,  get  Duvemay  ready  at  once  ;  but 
I  shall  want  an  order,  please  sir!" 
"On  whom?" 

"Please,  sir,   ihe  rope-maker — and  the  sail -maker  will  have  sundry 
amalljobsr 
"Any  one  else?" 

"Well,  sir,  I  think  I  shall  want  half-a-dozen  shipwrights  for  a  fort- 
aight  or  so  r' 
"  Very  good — go  onP 

"  Then  I  shall  have  to  get  the  copper  overhauled,  and  I  think  we 
ktter  have  her  on  the  slip  and  get  her  re-caulked  I" 
"Excellent — just  what  I  was  thinking — proceed!'' 
"  We  must  have  all  the  ballast  out,  and  a  few  new  floor  timbers 
would  not  be  amiss  T' 
"Quite  sor 

"Her  decks  are  bad,  and  the  bulwark  sheeting  requires  renewing!** 
"Yesr 

"  Her  top  sides  are  in  a  very  shaky  state,  and  the  hood-ends  are 
started  along  her  stem?*' 
"  Mr.  Hammond?" 
"Yes,8irl" 

'*  What  day  of  the  month  is  this  ?* 
"  The  lOtb  of  May,  sir!" 

"  Here  is  two  months'  pay  in  advance,  likewise  a  ten  pound  note, 
Ure  no  crew,  have  that  vessel  thoroughly  scoured  and  cleansed;  get  her 
mto  a  deeper  part  of  the  creek,  and  well  moored  ;  let  this  be  done  im- 
mediately; and  mark  you  meet  me  here  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  mom« 
ing  of  the  10th  of  July,  and  let  me  neither  hear  from  or  see  you  until 
tbatdayr 

''And  the  Duvemay,  sir!  Mr.  Hammond  had  turned  his  back  upon 
ine  whilst  receiving  these  unexpected  orders  ;  his  last  query  remained 
^answered. 

^  thrust  my  head  out  of  the  drawing-room  window  as  he  departed 
juigliDg  the  sovereigns  in  his  pocket. 

^He's  a  rum  d— 1  thaty  plenty  of  corianders,  so  I'll  see  it  out  fair 
with  him!"  There  was  a  murmured  whisper  that  seemed  to  float 
^^I'OQgh  my  apartment,  *'  So  will  I!"  It  was  much  better  than  getting 
'^toa  passion. 

(To  be  conihued.) 
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INSTITUTION  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTS. 

Wb  hail  ivith  pleasure  the  commeDcement  of  opera tioDS  bj  the  Insti- 
tution of  Naval  Architects.     This  long-called  for  society  was  founded  in 
the  January  of  this  year,  and  held  its  inaugural  meeting  at  the  Society 
of  Arts,  John-street,   Adelphi,  on   Thursday  the  1st  of  March.     We 
should  have  noticed  those  proceedings  before,  but  were  not  fiivoored 
with  the  papers  read  at  the  meetings  until  recently.     We  have  much 
pleasure  in  transferring  them  to  our  pages,  feeling  assured  that  in  doings 
so,  we|  are  placing  before  such  of  our  patrons  as  had  not  an  opportanity 
of  being  present  at  those  meetings,  much  information  that  will  be  found 
valuable.     As  the  observations  of  Sir  John  Pakington,  the  Chairman 
of  the  opening  meeting,  will  sufficiently  inform  our  readers  on  many 
details,  we  shall  defer  our  observations  on  the  papers  read  at  the  several 
meetings,  until  we  have  completed  the  series,  merely  premising  a  hope, 
that  in  future  the  papers  read  at  meetings  may  be  given  to  the  public 
intact;  as  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  that  in  that  famished  to  us,  much 
of  the  most  valuable  matter  has  been  omitted,  in  consequence  of  the 
abridged  form  in  which  they  are  brought  out:  as  no  doubt  the  printing 
of  such  papers  involve  considerable  expense,  the  more  particularly  to  a 
young  institution,   we  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  placing  sufficient 
in  the  pages  of  this  Magazine  at  the  disposal  of  the  Presidents  and 
Council  of  the  Institute;  and  shall  give  the  papers  in  regular  series,  as 
they  may  be  furnished  to  us  according  to  their  discretion.    That  a  laige 
and  merited  patronage  will  be  accorded  to  this  Institution,  if  properly 
carried  out,  we  have  not  the  slightest  doubt:  the  names  which  appear 
amongst  the  executive  give  good  promise  that  it  will  be  so  ;  and  there 
is  no  class  amongst  whom  it  will  be  more  popular. than  yachtsmen  ;  if 
we  prophecy  not  falsely,  it  may  be  found  that  many  of  the  members  of 
the  pleasure   Navy  will   be   contributors  of  papers  to  the  Institute's 
meetings  that  will  not  be  considered  the  least  valuable  it  will  have  to 
place  amongst  its  records: 

The  following  officers  of  the  institution  were  present — viz.,  Messrs.  Isaac 
Watts,  T.  Lloyd,  Dr.  Woolley,  k.  Scott  RusseU,  and  J.  Penn,  Vice-Pred- 
dents ;  and  Messrs.  H.  Chaifield,  J.  Grantham,  W.  Henwood,  O.  W.  Lang, 
J.  Luke,  J.  Martin,  J.  R.  Napier,  J.  H,  Ritchie,  J.  D.  Samuda,  P.  Thornton, 
G.  Turner,  John  White,  J  Macgregor,  and  Capt.  W.  H.  Walker,  members 
of  Council.  There  were  also  present  several  members  of  the  National 
Defence  Cooimission,  Admiral  Martin,  late  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
Captain  Robertson,  R.N.,  Surveyor-General  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr.  T. 
J.  Ditchbura,  Mr.  H.  Green,  jun.,  Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  T.  White,  of  PorUmoutb. 
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3fr.  W.  C.  MiUer,  of  LiYwpool,  Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  of  PorUniouth,  Mr. 
Robert  Mnrrmj,  <^  Scmthampton,  and  a  large  number  of  other  gentlemen 
eoDiiected  either  with  the  Institution  or  with  shipping  affiura. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  E.  J.  Reed)  explained  that  the  object  of  the  Coonal 
n  calling  morning  and  evening  meetings  on  scTcral  consecutive  days,  was  to 
dfiffd  shtpbnnders  and  other  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  the  proceed- 
iogi  of  the  institution,  and  who  were  widely  scatteied  over  the  country,  an 
opportunity  of  being  present  at  the  reading  and  tOscnssion  of  the  professional 
papers  which  were  to  follow,  with  as  little  inconvenienoe  to  themaelTes  at 
sis  possible.  The  Council  considered  that  if  meetings  for  the  reading  and 
discnssioo  of  single  papers  were  held  at  short  intervals,  the  members  and 
sisosiiUes  of  the  institution  would  not  find  it  so  convenient  to  attend  them 
ss  to  be  present  under  the  arrangement  adopted. 

The  Chainnan  then  addressed  the  meeting.    The  following  is  an  abridged 
repoft  of  his  observations : — He  said  he  considered  it  a  very  great  honour  to 
bave  been  requested  to  take  the  chair  at  the  inauguration  of  that  institution, 
which  was  designed  to  promote  objects  of  immense  national  importance. 
Be  accepted  the  invitation  because  he  shared  not  only  with  every  one  pre- 
■ent,  but  with  everybody  throughout  the  country,  the  deepest  possible 
interest  in  the  future  objects  of  the  institution.    That  interest  was,  in  his 
GSie.  of  a  three-fold  character.    First,  it  was  founded  upon  what  must  be 
oommon  to  every  reflecting  citiaen  of  England,  vis.,  a  sense  of  the  extreme 
importance  of  the  objects  adverted  to.    Secondly,  it  was  based  upon  the  fact 
that  fiom  his  earliest  days  he  had  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  everything 
comected  anth  the  sea,  the  navigation  of  the  sea,  and  the  construction  of 
ihips.    Thirdly,  it  arose  firom  the  very  close  attention  which  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  give  to  the  subject   by  that  connection  with  the  Royal 
Navy  of  England,  which  he  had  had  the  honour  of  sustaining  during  the 
iMt  two  yean,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     He  was  glad  to  find  the 
objeeta  of  the  inatitntion  set  forth  with  so  much  clearness  in  the  Prospectus. 
These  objects  were-***  First,  the  bringing  together  of  those  results  of  ex- 
perience which  so  many  shipbuilders,  marine  engineers,  naval  officers,  yachts- 
nun,  and  others  acquire,  independently  of  each  other,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  which,  though  almoit  valueless  when  unconnected,  doubtless 
tend  much  to  improve  our  navies  when  brought  together  in  the  printed 
tianssctions  of  an  institution.     Secondly,  the  carrying  out  by  the  collective 
agency  of  the  institution  of  such  experimental  and  other  inquiries  as  may  be 
deemed  essential  to  the  promotion  of  the  science  and  art  of  shipbuilding, 
but  ars  of  too  great  magnitude  for  private  persons  to  undertake  individually. 
Thiidfy^  the  examination  of  new  inventions*  and  the  investigation  of  those 
ptefiMioud  qneatioBS  which  often  arise,  and  were  left  undecided  before  the 
tttablishmentof  this  institntiout  because  no  public  body,  to  which  profes- 
raal  reference  could  be  made,  then  existed."    Nobody  could  deny  that 
Ibese  objects  were  cleariy  and  prudently  set  forth ;  nor  could  anybody  deny 
tbeir  exalted  national  importance ;  neither  was  it  possible,  he  thought,  for 
my  one  to  deny  that  such  objects  would  be  promoted  better  by  the  united 
HO.  5, — VOL.  IX.  2   p 
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exertions  of  such  a  society,  than  they  have  been,  or  could  ever  hope  to  be, 
by  the  mere  exercise  of  iDdividual  skill  and  wisdom.  He  must  saj,  also,. 
with  ereat  satisfaction,  that  he  believed  the  list  of  officers  of  the  institutioik 
afforded  a  guarantee  for,  at  all  events,  the  successful  commencement  of  the 
institution.  He  saw  with  extreme  pleasure  on  the  list  of  Yice-PresideDte 
the  well-known  and  highly -respected  names  of  Watts  and  Abethell,  men 
connected  with  the  Admiralty  and  Queen's  Yards,  and,  in  the  same  Kst, 
those  of  Laird  and  Scoct  Russell,  men  equally  eminent  in  the  private  build* 
ing-yards  of  this  country  ;  while  among  the  Members  of  Council  he  found 
the  names  of  Chatfield,  and  Ed^e,  and  Lang,  and  Peake — ^men  emineot  ae 
having  acquired  great  reputation  in  Her  Majesry's  Yards,  and  connected 
with  such  names  as  Napier  and  Samuda,  and  others,  as  constructors  of  abipa 
for  our  mercantile  marine*  He  believed  the  meeting  would  think  with  him, 
that  it  holds  out  a  great  promise  for  the  future,  when  we  find  such  a  com- 
bination of  names  in  the  list  of  the  Institution's  officers.  He  was  delisted 
at  the  prospect  of  such  men  working  together  in  the  common  cause,  and  he 
could  not  believe  that  the  result  could  be  otherwise  than  satis&ctory,  and 
beneficial  both  to  the  Royal  Navy  and  the  Mercantile  Marine.  It  was  well 
known  that  other  scientific  professions  had  greatly  benefited  by  the  eatab- 
Hshmeut  of  such  institutions  as  the  present,  and  he  found  in  that  &ct  the 
best  possible  promise  for  its  future  prosperity.  He  could  not  help  remarking; 
further,  that  another  indication  of  success  was  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that,  in 
addition  to  the  eminent  shipbuilders  whom  he  had  mentioned,  he  found 
among  the  officers  of  the  institution  Mr.  Penn  and  Mr.  Maudslay,  both  of 
whom  had  acquired  great  eminence  as  the  constructors  of  marine  engines  $ 
because  we  must  recollect  that,  in  these  days,  the  naval  architect  alone, 
however  long  his  experience,  however  great  his  genius,  is  unable  unassisted 
to  arrive  at  the  perfection  of  a  complete  ship.  It  is  as  true  with  nations,  9m 
it  undoubtedly  is  with  individuals,  that  whatever  skill  they  may  have  i^* 
tained  they  should  never  stand  still — ^never  be  contented  without  endeavcmr-^ 
ing  to  acquire  still  higher  degrees  of  skill,  still  greater  success.  He  ventitfed 
to  intimate  a  dot^bt  whether  the  skill  of  naval  architects  in  England  had 
altogether  kept  pace  with  our  naval  superiority  in  other  respects.  At  the 
period  of  the  great  revolutionary  war  with  France  we  were  notably  inferior 
to  the  French  in  the  construction  of  our  ships.  The  little  schooner  America 
had  also,  in  later  times,  skimmed  over  the  Atlantic  under  canvas  with  a 
velocity  which  we  had  then  failed  to  arrive  at  in  this  country.  Then  again* 
those  clipper  ships  whieh  have  been  such  a  vast  stride  in  the  success  of  our 
mercantile  marine,  and  which  have  made  the  voyage  from  Europe  to 
Australia  with  a  rapidity  rivalling  even  that  of  the  steamship,  although  aome 
have  come  from  our  Scotch  neighbours,  and  others  are  now  built  with  great 
skill  and  success  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  came  originally,  he  believed,  from 
North  America,-  from  our  Transatlantic  brethren  of  the  United  States. 
No  doubt  great  strides  have  been  made  in  England,  and  the  skill  of  a  gentle- 
man,  whom  he  saw  present,  had  been  exercised  with  signal  succeaa  in  the 
improvement  of  our  regular  steamships ;  moreover,  he  might  turn  to  that 
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■Mgniiicent  ship  tlie  Great  Eastern,  with  which  his  friend,  Mr.  Scott  Russell, 
whom  lie  rejoiced  to  see  present,  had  had  so  much  to  do ;  (and  he  could 
■ot  -refer  to  that  splendid  epectmen  of  naval  architecture,  which,  we  had  the 
ntisftctioo  of  feeling,  was  English  and  English  only,  without  a  feeling  of 
deep  luDentation  •  that  he  was  unable  in  that  room  and  on  that  occasion  to 
holdout  his  band  to  poor  Brunei  as  a  brother  Vice-President  of  the  Institu- 
tion  of  Naval   Architects;  or  without  expressing  a  hope,  which  he  very 
•sngninely  entertained,  that  notwithstanding  the  adverse  and  unhappy  cir- 
comstaiicea  that  have  occurred,  the  ultimate  success  of  that  great  experi- 
ment may   be  complete).    Yet,  despite  all  these  great  improvements  he 
thoogbt  it  impossible  to  deny  that  mueh  remains  still  to  be  done.    The 
period  is  a  remarkable  one.    The  introduction  of  the  powei  of  steam  has 
sHogether    altered   the  practice  of  naval  architecture,  and   the  principles 
whieb  are  to  be  applied  to  it ;  and  we  m\iBt  bear  in  mind  that  France,  Russia, 
the  United  States,  and  England  may  all  be  said  to  be  starting  fair  in  the 
great  race  of  competition  ;  and  if  he  were  to  inquire,  in  one  phrase,  what  is 
the  real  object  of  that  institution,  the  answer  would  be, — ^*  It  is  to  take 
care,  as  we  are  bound  as  Englishmen  to  take  care,  that  beyond  all  questioQ 
Bi^iand  shaU  vrin  that  race."    This  was  to  be  effected  by  the  careful  con- 
struction of  our  ships  in  such  manner  that  they  should  carry  all  that  they 
were  reqaired  to  carry,  and  still  be  well  adapted  for  speed ;  and  also  by  the 
carefiil  adaptation  of  engine  power  to  them.     He  thought  we  had  in  some 
cases  in  the  Royal  Navy  put  powerful  engines  in  ships  which  had  bows 
unadapted  for  high  speed.    He  protested  against  **  the  jolly  old  bows,** 
which  some  naval  men  insisted  on  in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
fight  their  bow  guns,  forgetting  that  with  a  full  bow  they  could  never  hope 
to  come  up  with  the  enemy  and  make  use  of  the  bow  gun.    The  main  object 
of  the  bow  henceforth  should  be  the  speed  of  the  ship.     It  was  his  fortune 
^le  at  the  Admiralty  to  give  directions  for  the  building  of  such  a  ship  as 
the  world  had  not  yet  seen— the  steam-frigate  Warrior,  measuring  between 
6,000  and  7,000  tons,  and  coated  with  thick  iron.     He  was  happy  to  say  the 
present  Board  of  Admiralty  had  ordered  a  second  ship  of  that  character. 
There  are,  therefore,  now  in  course  of  construction  those  two  wonderful 
ships,  totally  different  in  almost  every  principle  from  every  ship  ever  yet 
launched  in  the  history  of  the  world.    There  is  also  already  in  the  Channel 
fleet  a  ship-— the  Mersey — totally  unlike  every  other  ship  in  that  fleet,  and 
she  would  be  speedQy  joined  by  a  similar  ship,  the  Orlando.     These  vessels 
tte  great  improvements  in  naval  architecture,  and  he  was  at  that  moment 
fccling  the  greatest  anxiety  to  learn  how  the  Mersey  behaved  in  that  tre- 
mendous gale  of  wind  in  which,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  week,  the 
fleet  was  caught  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel.     While  such  experiments  as 
these  were  in  progress  it  was  almost  impossible  to  overrate  the  advantage 
^bich  may  be  derived  from  a  frank  interchange  of  opinion  and  experience 
between,  and  from  the  combined  action  of,  those  scientiflc  men  who,  by  their 
^uirements,  their  long  experience,  and  their  genius  are  most  competent  to 
usist  in  the  great  national  objects  to  whicli  he  had  adverted.  It  is  a  moment 
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when  the  formation  of  such  an  inatitution  as  this  is  not  only  pecoliarlx 
appropriate,  but  when  it  will,  in  all  human  probabili^,  be  productive  of  very 
great  national  advantages.  He  was  glad  to  see  it  promoted  at  its  opemng  b^r 
that  combination  of  difierent  scientific  men  to  which  he  had  adverted.  K« 
thought  they  deserved  all  honour  for  their  cordial  co-operation.  Most 
heartily  and  most  sincerely  did  he  wish  long-continued  success  to  the  Insti- 
tution, and  he  earnestly  hoped  they  might  have,  as  he  felt  convinced  they 
would  have,  reason  to  look  back  with  satisftction  and  pleasure  to  the  day  on 
which  it  was  inaugurated. 

To  be  continuetL 


ANCHORS  AND  CHAIN  CABLES. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manufacture  of  anchors 
and  chain  cables  for  the  merchant  service,  and  who  were  empowered  to  re* 
port  their  observations,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  be- 
fore them,  have  considered  the  matters  to  them  referred*  and  agreed  to  the 
following  Report  ? — 

"  1.  That  at  the  outset  of  this  inquiry  it  was  established  in  evidence  that 
the  loss  of  chain  cables  by  parting  and  of  anchors  by  breaking  is  of  rare  oc- 
currence in  Her  Majesty's  navy  ;  and  that  this  appears  to  arise  from  tbeir 
having  been  subjected  to  a  sufficient  test  before  they  are  received  from  the 
ecmtractors,  and  also  from  their  being  thoroughly  ezaminedt  and  in  many 
cases  re-testedf  when  returned  into  store  or  before  they  are  issued  for  aer- 
?ice. 

"2.  That  a  variety  of  witnesses,  chain-makers,  ship-ownerSj  engineers,  and 
persons  conversant  with  shipping,  examined  before  the  committee,  concur  in 
the  opinion  that  it  is  highly  expedient  that  chain  cables  and  anchors  for  the 
merchant  service  should  be  subjected  to  an  adequate  test  before  they  are 
used,  as  it  would  be  the  means  of  saving  much  life  and  property. 

"3.  That  a  considerable  portion  of  cables  now  made  for  the  merchant  ser- 
vice are  of  inferior  iron  and  defective  workmanship. 

•*  4.  That  the  corporation  of  Liverpool  and  Harbour  Trust  of  that  port 
hare  for  many  years  employed  a  testing  machine  of  limited  power,  which  is 
kept  in  full  employment ;  and  that  since  this  inquiry  was  ordered  by  the 
House  of  Commons  it  appears  that  the  Harbour  Trust,  to  meet  the  demands 
of  that  port*  have  decided  on  the  erection  of  machines  of  greater  capacity 
and  power.  That  it  is  also  in  evidence  that,  during  a  period  of  five  years,  of 
cables  sent  to  the  Liverpool  testing  machine,  82^  per  cent,  are  imperfect. 

**  6.  That  in  Sunderland  two  testing  machines  have  been  for  some  time  in 
operation,  which,  although  private  property,  are  accessible  to  all,  and  that 
the  superior  character  of  chain  cables  made  in  that  district  is  in  a  great  mea- 
sure due  to  the  results  of  these  testing  machines. 

*'6.  Thati  from  the  evidence  of  all  the  witnesses  examined,  your  commit- 
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tee  lias  (brmed  the  opiBioD  thai  nothing  bat  the  use  of  proper  testing  ma- 
ibmea  can  afford  any  gnamntee  for  the  sonndaesa  of  cables  or  anchors,  as 
Meets  may  eziat,  eitiier  from  badness  of  material  or  imperfect  welding,wbich 
ao  mspectioD  can  detect ;  and  so  closely  can  the  tenacious  iron  be  caicu- 
Itted  that  ehsdaa  aciay  be  made  to  bear  a  g^ven  strain,  which  wonld  break  if 
Ae  least  excess  of  it  were  applied. 

**  7.  Thai  tboogh  instaaoss  hare  been  addnced  by  some  witnesses  to  sup- 
port the  opinion  that  the  application  of  a  severe  strain  in  testing  has  an  in- 
jonons  effect  on  a  cable,  this  idea  seems  to  the  committee  to  be  completely 
vefiited  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Willcocks,  and  by  the  resalts  of  ezperimeijts 
Bade  at  Wodwicb,  and  referred  to  in  Ins  cTidenee. 

**S,  That  all  the  witnesses  examined  a^ee  in  the  utility  of  a  test,  and 
WBR  of  them,  including  all  the  manufiictarers  of  chain  cables  examined,  de- 
nre  that  ita  use  ahonld  be  compulsory,  as  many  are  now  sold  with  false  certi- 
ficates. 

*'9.  That,  good  grounds  having  been  eatafalislMd  in  this  inquiry  for  recom- 
■mdiog  the  adoption  of  public  tests,  the  only  questions  which  remain  are, 
^  authoritiee  into  whose  hands  this  duty  should  be  confided,  and  the  re* 
9il*tiona  that  abould  be  enforced. 

**  10.  That  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  bodies  enjoying  the  confi- 
dnee  of  the  mercantile  and  shipping  interest,  and  whose  local  residence  will 
^>Kve  an  adequate  superintendence  (such  as  dock  trustees,)  are  the  proper 
persona  to  nndertake  this  duty ;  and  that  the  regulations  under  which  they 
act  should  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

"  !!•  That  in  order  to  smt  the  convenience  of  mannlhcturers  of  chains  and 
anchors  who  have  testing  machines  on  their  own  premises,  the  Board  of  Trade 
<A  receiving  a  requisition  from  any  such  manufacturer,  should  appoint  in- 
'P^ctofs  to  attend  the  testing  of  any  chains  or  anchors,  and  give  certificates, 
^AQWding  to  printed  regulations  to  be  framed  for  that  purpose,  of  the  strain 
*Pl>lwd  to  them,  which  should  be  the  test  applicable  to  their  size. 

"^IS.  That,  although  the  committee  cannot  overrate  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing the  chains  of  every  vessel  subjected  to  a  test,  they  are  unwilling  to  re- 
^^Munend  that  the  test  should  be  made  compulsory ;  but,  as  they  have  re- 
eonmiended  the  general  use  of  testing  machines,  they  consider  that  all  ships 
launched  after  the  Ist  of  January,  1861,  which  come  under  .the  provisions  of 
the  Passenger  Act,  or  are  employed  by  any  department  of  Her  Majesty's 
^><HrerDmeot,  either  in  the  conveyance  of  emigrants  or  troops,  should  be  re* 
paired  to  produce  certificates  that  their  cables  have  been  properly  tested.*' 


NOTICE  TO  MARINERS. 

^h  Bank  Light  Veud,  East  Coast  of  Ireland— Ballast  Office,  Dublio, 
December  22nd,  1859.— It  having  been  represented  that  the  three  lights, 
DOW  exhibited  from  the  Kish  Bank  Light  Vessel,  are  (when  seen  end  oo) 
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liable  to  be  mistaken  for  a  single  fixed  light,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  redaee 
the  heights  of  the  lights  exhibited  lh>m  the  fore  and  mizen  masts  of  this 
vessel;  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on  the  1st  of  Jaly,  1860,  the  Light  now, 
exhibited  from  the  foremast  of  the  Kish  Bank  Light  Yessel,  at  a  height  of 
26  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  will  be  lowered  6  feet,  and  exhibited  at  a 
height  of  20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Also  the  light  now  exhibited 
from  the  mixen  mast  of  this  vessel  at  a  height  of  25  leet,  will  be  lowered  5 
feet,  and  thenceforth  exhibited  at  a  height  of  20  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea. 

The  light  exhibited  from  the  mainmast  will  remain  as  at  present,  at  a 
height  of  36  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  being  then  16  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  two  other  lights. 

This  light-vessel  will  also,  ftom  the  same  date,  carry  a  Black  ball  at  eadi 
of  her  mast  heads. 

Biachoaier  Bank,  and  Arilow  Bank  Light  Vesselt.-^JEagt  Coast  oflrdand. 
Ballast  Office,  Dublin,  December  22nd,  1859.— It  being  deemed  expedient 
that  an  Alteration  should  be  made  in  the  character  of  the  light  now  exhibited 
firom  the  Blackwater  Bank  and  Arklow  Bank  Light-vessels;  notice  is 
hereby  given, 

Blackwater  Bank.— That  the  two  lights  now  exhibited  from  the  Black- 
water  Bank  Light- vessel,  the  one  revolving  and  the  other  fixed,  will  on  the 
1st  of  July,  1860  be  discontinued,  and  thenceforth  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  a 
bright  fixed  light  will  be  exhibited  from  the  mainmast  of  this  vessel,  at  a 
'  height  of  33  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  vessel  will  carry  a  Blsek 
ball  at  her  mainmast-head. 

Arklow  Bank.-r-The  fixed  bright  light,  now  exhibited  from  the  Arklow 
Bank  Light-vessel,  will  at  the  same  time  be  discontinued,  and  thenceforth 
from  sunset  to  sunrise,  a  bright  revolving  light,  which  will  attain  its  grestest 
brilliancy  once  in  every  minute,  will  be  exhibited  from  the  mainmast  of  this 
vessel,  at  a  height  of  39  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  vessel  will 
carry  a  Black  ball  at  her  mainmast  head. 

These  changes  will  take  place  simultaneously  with  the  exhibition  of 
RockabiU  Light,  and  the  proposed  change  in  the  colour  of  St.  John's  Point 
Light,  notice  of  which  is  this  day  circulated. 

Ireland,  East  Const  BoekahiU  Lighthouse,  and  St.  John's  Point  Light--- 
The  Port  of  Dublin  Corporation  hereby  give  notice,  that  a  Lightbouee  has 
been  erected  on  RockabiU,  ofif  the  east  coast  of  county  Dublin,  from  which 
a  light  will  be  exhibited  during  the  night  of  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  and 
thenceforth  will  be  lighted  every  night  from  sunset  to  sunrise.  Notice  is 
also  given,  that  from  and  afYer  the  same  date  the  light  on  St.  John's  Point, 
Dundrum  Bay,  will  be  coloured  Red. 

Specifications  given  of  the  position  and  appearance  of  the  Lights,  by  Mr. 
Halpio,  Superintendant  of  Lighthouses. 

RockabiU  Light. — RockabiU  Lighthouse  is  erected  on  the  ssunimit  of  the 
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laigvr  rock,  2|  miles  eattwanl  of  Skerriefl  Light,  and  is  in  lat.  53""  S5'  45''  N., 
and  bog.  S^  (/  30''  W^  bearing  horn  Drogheda  bar  S.S.E ,  distant  11  miles  ; 
from  theKish  Lightship  N.b.E.  i E.,  distant  17  miles;  from  the  No<e  of 
Lambay  Island.   N.N.E.,  distant  6^  miles;   from  Balbriggan  Pier  Light, 
8£.b  E.,  distant  6^  miles. 

The  light  will  be  a  flashing  light,  giving  a  bright  flash  every  12  seconds, 
of  the  natural  colour  white,  as  seen  from  between  the  bearings  of  8.  i  E., 
(round  by  the  eastward)  to  N.E.b  N.,  and  ^inll  be  coloured  red  round  by 
the  westward,  betineen  the  same  bearings. 

The  illuminating  apparatus  is  dioptric  (holophotal)  of  the  first  order,  its 
fccal  plane  155  feet  over  the  mean  level  of  the  sea,  and  in  clear  weather  the 
white  Hg^t  should  be  seen  from  a  distance  of  18  miles. 

The  tower  is  circular,  of  gray  limestone,  and  the  whole  height  from  its  base 
to  the  top  of  its  lantern  is  105  feet.  A  range  oi  storehouses  surround  the 
knrer  story  of  the  tower ;  the  dwelling-houses  are  built  to  the  north-west* 
vard,  on  a  lower  level  of  the  rock. 

St.  John's  Point. — From  and  after  the  date  of  the  exhibition  of  the 
BockabiU  Ligbt  (1st  of  July  18«0),  the  intermitting  light  on  St.  John*s 
Poiiic,  Dundnmi  Bay,  will  be  coloured  red,  the  times  of  iU  eclipses  will 
eontinue  as  heretofore. 

Note.~At  same  date  with  the  exhibition  of  the  light  on  Rockabill,  and 
ike  diange  in  the  colour  of  the  light  on  St.  John's  Point,  some  alterations 
viU  be  made  in  the  distinctive  characters  of  floating  lights  off*  the  east  coast 
of  Ireland,  conformably  to  notice  this  day  published. 
Bearings  stated  are  magnetic.     Variation  25^^  West  in  1859. 

By  order,  Wixliam  Lsbs,  Secretary. 

BuOoMl  Office,  Dublin,  December  22nd^  1859. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Royal  London  Yacht  Cft«6.— The  monthly  meetmg  was  held  on  Monday, 
the  16ih  ult.  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  St.  John's- street,  Adelphi,  at  which 
Commodore  Arcedeckne  presided.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  confirmed,  and  Messrs.  J.  Kngham,  H.  F.  Smith,  and  F.  G.  Anger 
(yacht,  GaiBelle,  ten  tons),  were  elected.  The  secretary  announced  that  he 
had  received  sundry  papers,  and  he  then  read  the  following:— 

"  Office  of  Commitiee  of  Privy  CouncUfor  Trade— Marine 
Department,  Whitehall,  March  19, 1860. 

«  SoH— As  there  are  many  seamen  usually  employed  in  yachts  who  might 
be  suitable  for  and  be  disposed  to  join  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  now  in 
cottise  of  formation,  and  as  the  circumstances  of  their  employment  would 
appear  to  give  them  peculiar  feciUties  for  complying  with  the  conditions  of 
the  Reserve  as  to  drill  and  otherwise,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  draw  the  attention  of  Commodore 
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Arcedeckne  and  members  of  the  Royal  Loodoo  Yacht  Club  to  the  8«b- 
jecf,  and  to  enclose  copies  of  handbills  and  regulations  which  will  giro 
full  information  as  to  the  conditions  and  advantages  of  the  Reserve.  To 
any  member  of  the  club  who  may  be  disposed  to  encourage  the  seamen 
who  they  employ  to  join  the  force,  any  further  number  of  the  copies  or  any 
information  on  the  subject  will  be  gladly  furnished  if  required. — I  aai.  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant.  **  T.  H.  Pabkbr.** 

»'T.  Gregory,  Esq." 

This  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  copies  of  the  following,  mud  bj 
rules  recently  drawn  up  for  the  regulation  of  the  Reserve  :— 

VohmtBer  Reaerve  qf  Seamen, — Extracts  from  speedies  made  In   tbc 
House  of  Lords  on  the  27th  February,  1860,  by  the  £arl(^  Hardwicke,  and 
the  Duke  of  Somerset,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. — The  Earl  o^  Uard- 
wicke  said  :  "  There  was  a  point  of  some  importance  to  which  he  wished  to 
advert.    At  this  moment  he  was  told  that  there  was  a  feding  among  aeamen 
throughout  the  country  that  a  trap  was  being  laid  for  them  in  tms  plan  of 
-the  Government.    They  imagined  that  when  they  entered  the  service  of  the 
Government  as  reserve  men,  they  were  liable  to  be  poonced  upon  at  way 
moment,  and  carried  off  to  China  or  some  other  distant  part  of  the  wofM 
where  we  might  be  engaged  in  some  petty  war.     He  (Lord  Hardwicke)  was 
sure  he  only  spoke  the  feeling  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Go* 
vernmentt  when  he  said  most  distinctly  and  emphatically,  that  the  end  and 
olyect  of  the  whole  scheme  was  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  having  reoowae 
to  impressment,  so  that  the  seamen  of  the  country,  of  all  men,  had  the 
greatest  interest  in  its  success,  and  were  under  the  strongest  obhgationa  to 
support  it  (hear,  hear).     He  was  satisfied  that  no  petty  war  or  political 
accident  would  ever  induce  the  Government  to  break  the  contract  they  had 
made  in  this  matter  with  the  seamen  of  England,  or  to  take  those  men  firom 
their  usual  occupations  on  any  such  enterprise;  so  that  they  might  rest 
assured  that  when  they  were  called  on  to  serve,  it  would  only  be  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  great  duty  of  national  defence  which  was  incumbent  on 
every  cifizen.*' 

The  Duke  of  Somerset  said :  **  The  liberality  of  the  Admiralty  and  of 
Parliament  had  created  the  suspicion  of  the  sailors.  For  many  years  schemes 
of  a  reserve  had  been  in  agitation,  but  the  objection  always  was  that  the 
country  would  pay  the  bounty,  but  would  not  get  the  force.    Last  year  the 
offer  of  £6y  and  pay  while  serving,  was  made,  and  the  force  only  to  be  called 
upon  to  serve  upon  occasions  of  great  emergency.    He  quite  agreed  with  the 
noble  earl  that  no  Government  should  nse  the  reaerve,  except  in  case  of  a 
great  national  danger  or  critical  emergency.    The  particular  emergency 
could  not  be  defined  beforehand  ;  but  before  the  men  of  the  reserve  could  be 
caUed  upon  to  embark,  there  must  be  an  Order  in  Council  and  a  qpecial 
proclamation  addressed  to  the  reserve.    Thus  the  men  in  thai  force  could 
only  be  called  upon  to  serve  after  a  decision  of  the  Cabinet,  and  under  dr* 
cumstances  which  made  it  almost  certain  tha(  parliament,  if  not  then  sitting, 
must  be  immediately  assenibled.     At  first,  however,  seamen  thought  the 
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MnoB  were  too  good,  and  were  niS|Meion8  that  m  toco  u  they  bad  joioed, 
the  Goyerameot  iDtended  to  ship  them  off  to  China.  There  was  no  ground, 
of  eonrae,  ftr  such  doubts ;  and  as  to  China,  that  was  the  most  popular 
sladon  just  now.  Indeed,  had  be  bad  five  times  the  number  q€  ships  to  send 
to  Gbifia,  he  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  manning  them." 

Eiztnct  from  the  speech  of  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  secretary  to  the  Admi- 

rshy,  made  io  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  Feb.  13,  1860 :  **I  know 

what  aeamen  are.    They  are  fine,  noble,  hearty  creatures,  but  men  of  re- 

markahly  msfMcious  character,  and  if  there  are  any  people  they  are  suspicious 

of  it  is  the  Admiralty.    Captain  Brown  reports  from  the  different  merchant 

potts  that  the  men  say :   '  We  think  the  inducement  very  lair.     We  think  it 

very  handaouie ;  bat  tbey  only  want  to  kidnap  us.    The  moment  we  put  our 

awca  down  tbey  wili  send  us  off  to  China.*    It  is  very  curious  to  see  men 

labenring  under  that  ddusion.    I  have  been  asked  over  and  oyer  again  by 

diiecton  of  the  great  shipping  companies,  and  by  men  of  importance  in  these 

oonnDenaal  ports,  Ibr  aofrae  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  men 

w9  not  be  called  out  until  war  is  declared.    I  told  them  I  could  not  give 

that  MSiiraiice  ;  but  I  also  told  them  that  it  was  perfectly  certain  there  was 

Boiatentaon  te  call  them  out  except  in  the  event  of  a  critical  emei|^cy ; 

that  the  threat  of  immediate  hostilities  or  of  some  national  danger  which 

weald  (Mifce  us  to  make  the  greatest  exertions  lor  the  protection  of  our 

Aoraa,  wen.  the  only  drcumstaaces  under  whieb  the  Government  would  call 

inr  thdr  aervices.    If  1  can  reassure  them  by  what  I  say  to-night,  I  really 

belitve  liltle  more  is  wanting  to  induce  them  to  flock  to  the  force  (hear,  hear) 

It  Is  so  fiur  satisftetory  that  tbey  are  beginning  to  get  over  this  extra<Mtiinary 

idea.    I  wish  to  declare  to  them  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 

soit  of  mtention  to  kidnap  them  into  the  navy  (hear,  hear).    And  perhaps 

I  had  better  add  a  more  practical  assurance — that  if  we  wished  we  could  not 

entar  diem  in  the  navy,  because  the  number  is  complete,  and  except  fbr 

casaakiea  we  have  no  means  of  entering  any  considerable  number  of  men 

over  and  above  what  we  have  at  present  (hear).    I  think  that  is  a  very 

■tkimurj  state  of  things,  and  that  the  House  will  be  glad  to  hear  there  is 

ua  difficalty  ia  getting  men.*'— Qualifications :  A  volunteer  must  have  served 

ftve  yeara  at  sea,  be  an  A.B.,  and  under  40  years  of  age. — ^Advantages :    £$ 

retainer,  payable  quarterly ;  a  pension  of  £12  after  requisite  service,  and 

whan  worn  oat  i  eligibility  for  coast  guard  or  Greenwich. — Obligations  : 

Tweo^-ei^  days*  drill  in  every  year,  with  pay  and  allowance  ibr  victuals 

and  lodging ;  to  appear  once  in  six  months,  unless  on  leave  for  long  voyages, 

wUch  wMl  hs  gmnted  on  application  to  a  shipping  master ;  to  serve  in  the 

■tvy  00  aa  emergency,  if  required  by  Her  Migesty  ;  the  time  of  service  not 

to  exceed  three  years,  unless  there  is  actual  war,  and  then  not  to  exceed  two 

yeafamore,  with  extra  pay  for  the  extra  time.     For  particulars  as  to  enK>l- 

iBcat,  and  lor  detailed  conditions,  application  should  be  made  to  any  ship* 

ping  aoaater  or  Customs,  or  coast  guard  offioer. 

ABOthar  letter  was  read  ftom  the  same  gentleman  enclosing  some  handbills 

no.  S.-»Toi..  2  a 


222  HUNT'S  TA0HTIN6  MAGAZINE. 

and  regulatioDB,  and  thaDking  the  club  for  the  interest  they  had  taken  in  the 
matter. 

The  Commodore  then  stated  that  the  secretary  had  something  farther  to 
read  to  them  from  Admiral  Bullock.     The  secretary  said  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy had  lately  brought  out  a  bye -law  obnoxious  to  all  yachtsmen,  which 
was  to  the  following  effect : — **  All  vessels  navigating  the  river,  except  plea- 
sure boats  under  five  tons  let  on  hire,  or  used  by  the  owners,  shall  have  at 
least  one  able  and  skilful  person  authorized  by  the  Trinity  House  or  Water- 
man's Company,  or  in  the  employ  of  the  Conservators,  constantly  on  board 
for  the  navigation  and  management  thereof,  and  all  vessels  of  more  than  fifty 
tons  burthen,  if  the  same  be  loaded  wholly  or  in  part,  shall  have  constantly 
on  board  at  least  two  able  and  skilful  persons  authorized  as  aforesaid  for  the 
navigation  and  management  of  the  same  ;  and  in  case  of  the  non-compliance 
with  this  present  bye-law,  the  harbour- master.may  take  charge  of  any  vessel 
not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  such  persons  on  board  as  aforesaid,  and 
may  remove  the  same  to  such  place  as  such  harbour-master  may  seem  fit, 
and  the  amount  of  the  charges  and  expenses  of  taking  charge  thereof,  and 
of  such  removal  shall  be  recoverable  from  the  owner  or  owners  or  master  of 
the  said  vessel  to  the  ifse  of  the  said  Conservators  in  the  like  manner  as  the 
penalties  imposed  by  these  bye-laws  are  to  be  recovered.*'    The  whole  of  the 
clubs  bad  set  themselves  against  this  law  as  obnoxious  in  the  extreme.    The 
secretary  then  read  the  letter  from  Admiral  Bullock,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  owing  to  the  representations  made  by  the  Royal  London  and  other 
yacht  clubs,  the  rule  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Conservancy  Commission. 
The  letter  was  received  with  much  satisfaction. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  act  as  stewards  for  the  forth- 
coming matches  on  the  15th  of  May  and  1 3th  of  June  .-^-The  Commo- 
dore, Vice-Commodore,  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Blyth,  Captain  Ardwick 
Burgess,  Messrs.  Edwin  Crosley,  S.  F.  Oriel,  O.  D.  Osborne,  £.  S.  Phillips, 
Walter  Smith,  F.  6.  Smith,  J.  W.  Stanbridge,  T.  N.  Talfourd,  and  B.  J. 
Wood. 

The  treasurer  of  the  club  has  since  the  March  meeting  commnnieated 
with  the  General  Steam  Navigation  Company,  and  the  club  have  been  pro- 
mised the  *'  Fiinco  of  Wales'*  to  accompany  the  matches  on  the  15th  of  May 
and  the  18th  of  June. 

Eoyal  Thetmet  Yacht  Clvb. — At  the  meeting,  April  4th,  it  was  unani- 
mously arranged  that  the  following  should  be  the  order  of  the  sailing  matches 
for  the  forthcoming  season  — : 

Opening  Tnp.— Saturday,  5th  of  May,  Yachts  to  rendezvous  off  the 
Brunswick  Pier,  Blackwall,  at  9  p.m.,  to  sail  thence  in  company  to  Graves- 
end. 

First  A^atoA.— Wednesday,  aOth  of  May.  For  cutters  of  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  classes  ;  second  class,  exceeding  20,  and  not  exceeding 
85  tons ;  prize  value  £50,  and  provided  four  start,  a  prize  value  £20  to  the 
second  boat  course,  fiom  Erith  round  the  Nore  and  return. — Third  dass, 
exceeding  12  tons,  and  not  exceeding  20  tons;   prize  ralue  £40,  and  pro- 
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*ided  four  start,  a  prize  value  £15  to  the  second  boat ;  coarse  from  Erith 
to  the  Chapman  Head  and  return 'to  Eritb. — Fourth  class,  7  but  not  exoeed- 
fflg  12  tons ;  prise  Ji30,  and  provided  four  start,  a  prize  value  £10  to  the 
Koood  boat;  course  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  Head  and  return  to 
Eriih.  Half-minute  time  per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage  in  each 
eJsis.    Entries  to  close  at  10  p.m.  on  Thursday  the  24th  of  May. 

Second  Match. — Thursday,  14th  of  June.  For  cutters  of  the  first  class, 
viz.,  any  tonnage  exceeding  S5  tons,  for  a  prize  value  100/.,  and  provided 
foor  start,  a  prize  value  802.  to  the  second  boat ;  course  round  the  Nore 
Light  Vessel  and  return  to  Erith.  Half*  minute  time  per  ton  allowed  for 
Terence  of  tonnage.  Entries  to  close  at  10  p.m.  on  Thursday  7th  of 
Jane. 

And  on  the  same  day,  for  a  prize  ofSOL,  an  Amateur  Match,  to  be  sailed 
hj  yachts  of  any  rig  or  tonnage  belonging  to  the  R.T.T.C,  not  exceeding 
35  tons;  the  crews  to  consist  of  members  of  any*  royal  yacht  club, 
oiBcers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  a  pilot,  the  latter  to  direct  only;  a 
prize  value  20/.  to  be  given  to  the  second  boat,  prorided  four  start ;  course 
ttd  time  for  tonnage  the  same  as  for  the  First  Class  Cutter  Match  ;  to  start 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  earlier.  Entries  to  close  at  10  p.m.  on  Thursday,  7th 
oCJmie. 

Pour^  (Schooner)  ilfafoA.— Friday,  29th  of  June.  Open  to  schooners 
^  any  tonnage,  belonging  to  any  royal  yacht  club ;  for  a  prize  value  100/. 
«Qd  provided  four  start,  a  prize  value  SO/,  to  the  second  boat ;  course  from 
Graveiend  round  the  Mouse  Light  Vessel  and  return  to  Greenhithe.  Time 
for  tonnage— in  accordance  with  Ackers*  scale.  Entries  to  dose  on  Thursday 
^  2Ut  of  June  at  10  p.m. 

'^  requisite  entrance  fee  of  Is.  per  ton  (as  per  tonnage  o.  m.  in  the 
Yacht  List  for  the  current  year)  will  be  returned  on  the  vessels  competing 
^  the  prize.  Vessels  entered  for  any  of  the  above  matches  must  be  at 
Graves^nd,  to  be  measured,  at  11  a.m.  on  the  day  prior  to  each  respective 
HMtch  day.  Yachts  possessing  i;lub  certificates  of  measurement,  and  which 
"^^  not  undergone  any  subsequent  alteration,  will  not  be  required  to 
attend. 
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Swan  Tavem,  BatUrsta,  8.W.  2&ih  AprOy  ISfiO. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  arrangements  which  have 
^^^^  niade  for  the  matches  of  the  season. 

Both  matches  will  be  open  to  yachts  with  fixed  keels,  and  yachts  with 
Moveable  keels,  but  they  will  sail  in  separate  classes. 

'Hie  first  match  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  June;  enfries  to  elosa 
^  the  Club  House  at  10  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  the  2drd  May. 
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The  Btecond  match  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  the  3 let  Jolj;  entries  to 
dose  at  the  Clilb  House  at  10  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  the  llth  July. 

The  sum  of  Forty-»eight  pounds  has  been  voted  by  the  Clab  for  priaes;,  vis. 
— IVenty-fonr  pounds  for  each  match,  to  be  given  equally  to  Tachta  with 
fixed  keels,  and  yachts  with  moveable  keels,  in  the  following  manner: — 

If  three  or  more  start,' in  any  class,  a  prize  of  twelve  pounds  value  to  be 
given  to  such  class. 

If  not  more  than  two  start,  in  any  class,  a  prize  of  six  pounds  value  to  be 
given  to  such  class. 

If  the  starters  should  all  belong  to  one  class,  and  be  four  or  more  in 
number,  a  prize  of  twelve  pounds  value  to  be  given  to  the  first  yacht ;  and  a 
prize  of  six  pounds  value  to  the  second  yacht,  in  such  class. 

In  a  short  time  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  you  a  book  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Club. 

And  remain^  dear  Mr,  &c. 

ARTHua  Iago,  Ban.  See, 

NEW  WORK  RKCEIVED. 

The  Cruue  qfthe  FroUe,  or  Yachting  Experience  of  Bamdby  Brine,  Eeq.^ 
R.N>    By  W.  H.  G.  Kingston,  2  vols.— -Sampson,  Low,  Son  &  Co. 
Wi  received  the  above  volumes  just  as  we  were  going  to  press.    We  shall 
give  them  due  notice  next  month. 


BEQATTAfi  AND  MATCflBS  TO  COMB. 

May  15— Boyal  London  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Matcb«  under  6  tons,  «ourae  from 
Brtth  to  Coalhoase  Point  and  baok  to  Qreenwldb.    Last  niglit  of 
cntijf  May  8v 
fi^Wemn^ton  Yadit  Club  Match  wllih  gigs  from  Cheliea  to  the  Bivtr 

Waadle  and  baek,  twice  over.    Close  May  11. 
•6— Glasgow  Boyal  Regatta. 
SO— Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth 

Classes.    ^See  page  222. 
81— Prince  of  Wales  Yacht  Club  Sailing  Match  for  Yachts  under  12  tons, 
and  centre  boards  under  8  tons,  the  latter  an  open  raoOi    Conns 
ftom  Brith  to  Chapman  and  back.    Close  May  24. 
June  13— Boyal  London  Yac^tCliib  Matches  for  First  and  Second  Class. 
July  11  and  12.— Boyal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club,  Kingstown. 
„    19  and  20.— Boyal  Cork  Yadit  Club»  Qaeenslewn. 


TO  OUR  COBBBSPOilDBNTS. 
AFLAChMAXBa.— You  can  satisfy  youndf  by  calNng  on  us  at  6^  New 
ChfiKih  'flKfedt,  Edgware  RMid.    We  have  tec6iv«d  a  code  ^f  aiginia  madeoo 
the  Patent  Seamless  prindple. 


<A*rfhAitai4kiteiA 


All  oemmmicationi  to  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  I^ew  Church  Sty  M  W. 

HUNT,  St  Oo.,  Prlnttrs,  6,  New  CInireli  ttrMt.  EdfWftr*  Bm«. 
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CRUISE  TO  THE  BRISTOL  CHANNEL.* 


CHAPTER  VL 

Whsh  out  curioflity  was  satisfied  afe  Najland,  we  took  the  South  Wales 
Rulwaj  to  Hayerford  West,  the  largest  towD  in  Pembrokeshire.  It  is 
dtuated  on  the  western  branch  of  the  river  Cledda,  which,  when  the 
tide  is  full,  is  navigable  from  the  head  of  Milford  Haven  up  to  the  bridge 
which  leads  from  the  railway  station  to  the  town.  The  castle  stands  in 
a  very  commanding  position,  and  must  have  been  a  very  strong  place  at 
one  time.  Even  now,  although  nothing  but  the  keep  remains,  and  that 
has  been  desecrated  into  the  ignoble  position  of  the  county  jail,  it  gives 
a  look  of  ^gnity  to  the  place,  on  which,  but  for  some  help  of  this  kind 
it  would  be  singularly  deficient  This  castle  was  founded  by  Gilbert  de 
Clare,  first  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  and  the  first  combiandant  thereof  was 
Kichard  Fitz-Tancred,  whose  son  Robert  assumed  the  name  of  De  Hwlf- 
ford,  from  the  Webb  name  of  the  place.  Doubtless  this,  when  rendered 
into  plain  English,  is  simply  Holford,  and  probably  the  origin  of  the 
present  wealthy  family  of  that  name. 

While  wandering  through  the  streets  of  thb  old  town  in  search  of  a 
tobacconist's  shop,  our  sea  stock  of  this  necessary  article  having  been 
allowed  to  run  rather  low,  my  eye  was  caught  by  the  appearance,  in  a 
ihop  window,  of  a  very  captivating  looking  package  of  what  appeared 

*  Oondoded  fh>m  page  203, 
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to  be  the  yery  best  sort  of  Bristol  bird-eye.  Although  the  shop  was 
Dot  a  tobacconist's,  and  one  is  generally  saspicious  of  tobacco  bought 
elsewhere,  as  in  the  sale  of  this  commodity  more  than  almost  any  other 
the  adage  ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam  applies,  I  thought  the  certainty  of 
getting  good  Bristol  bird's-eye  so  near  the  seat  of  its  manufacture  must 
be  unquestionable.  Boldly  entering  the  shop  I  blandly  asked  a  verj 
pretty  Welsh  lass,  who  was  standing  behind  the  counter,  for  a  package. 
Instead  of  handing  me  it  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  muden's  comely 
countenance  suffused  with  a  blush  of  the  deepest  die,  as  she  stam* 
mered  forth  in  accents,  of  innocent  turpitude,  if  such  an  expression  may- 
be used,  a  denial  of  her  being  possessed  of  any  such  tobacco.  She, 
however,  by  way,  of  modifying  my  indignation  produced  a  roll  of  an- 
mistakeable  twist  of  the  coarsest  and  most  pungent  description,  which 
ahe  said  was  the  only  tobacco  she  possessed.  I  asked  her,  calmly,  but 
doubtless,  with  a  look  of  intense  astonishment,  what  then  were  these 
smart-looking  packages  in  the  window,  so  neatly  labelled  *'  Will's  Bris- 
tol Bird's  Eye,*'  and  paused  for  a  reply.  She  hesitated  for  a  moment  and 
then,  with  another  rosy  blush,  honestly  confessed  that  they  were  merely 
bits  of  wood  stuffed  into  a  bird's  eye  package,  and  placed  in  the  window 
to  make  a  show.  I  rather  regretted  having  detected  this  little  innocent 
deception,  the  poor  girl  seemed  so  much  ashamed  of  it 

On  our  return  to  Nayland  we  crossed,  in  a  little  screw  steamer,  to 
Pembroke,  and  visited  the  dockyard.  As  it  is  only  used  for  buildings 
not  fitting  out  ships,  it  has  less  variety  about  it  than  either  Portsmouth 
or  Plymouth.  Still  the  sight  of  the  Howe,  a  splendid  line-of- battle  ship 
since  launched^  and  the  Immortality,  (it  is  to  be  hoped,  she  will  deserve 
her  name  by  proving  more  lasting  than  the  unfortunate  gun  and  mortar 
boats  built  in  1853,  and  now  rotten,)  a  fine  51  gun  frigate,  then  on  the 
stocks,  well  repaid  the  trouble  of  a  visit.  It  is  however  really  no  easy 
matter  to  see  a  ship  properly  in  these  dockyards,  they  are  so  hedged 
round  with  scaffoldiqg,  while  the  light  admitted  from  the  roof  and  ends 
of  the  shed,  is  generally  of  a  dim  religious  kind.  It  is  surprising  the 
carpenters  can  see  to  perform  their  work  properly. 

On  Thursday,  the  1st  September,  though  it  still  looked  very  unsettled 
there  was  much  less  wind  ;  we  therefore  got  underway  and  returned  to 
Milford,  where  we  anchored  well  out.  We  proceeded  to  water,  but 
found  it  a  most  tedious  and  difficult  process.  The  only  place  is  a  well 
on  the  shore,  just  under  the  New  Hotel,  at  the  end  of  the  pier,  but  the 
supply  of  water  was  but  scant,  and  what  there  was  had  to  be  scooped 
out  with  bowls  and  pitchers.  As  several  of  the  vessels  in  the  roads  had 
been  already  supplied  that  morning,  the  condition  of  the  well  was  any- 
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&ang  but  puTe  ;  indeed,  it  was  a  mere  puddle,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
wait  for  a  long  time  till  it  purified  itself,  before  taking  water  from  it* 
While  this  work  was  going  on  we  walked  to  an  Observatory,  at  some 
fittle  difltance  from  the  town,  from  which  there  was  a  very  fine  view. 
This  Observatory  was  once  under  the  superin tendance  of  the  Astronomer- 
Royal  ;  but  now  all  the  instruments  are  removed,  and  it  is  fast  going  to 
run.  Indeed  everything  about  Milford  seemed  to  tell  of  anything  but 
progress.  What  the  railway  may  do  to  resuscitate  its  energies  remain 
to  be  seen.  It  is,  I  believe,  proposed  to  make  a  long  low  water  pier 
where  veesela  can  discharge  their  cargoes  at  all  times  into  the  railway 
trucks.  I  would  certainly  not  like  to  be  the  owner  of  the  craft  that 
ventured  ic  such  a  place  to  lie  alongside  of  it,  unless  it  be  so  constructed 
as  to  be  out  of  the  influence  of  the  tide. 

Friday  the  2nd,  opened  as  bad  as  ever,  another  gale  from  south-west 
with  heavy  rain.  Several  schooners  that  tried  to  get  out  came  back  ; 
and  one  vessel  that  had  been  caught  off  the  Tuskar  came  in  much 
damaged.  With  the  ebb,  as  usual,  the  sea  increased,  and  there  we  were 
catching  blows  astern  like  to  knock  the  counter  off  the  cutter.  With 
infinite  disgust  we  were  obliged  once  more  to  run  for  shelter  to  our  old 
quarters. 

Saturday  was  a  decided  improvement.     Getting  under  way  after 
breakfast   we  beat  out  of  the  haven  in  company  with  quite  a  fleet  of 
vessels.    Either  our  course  was  different,  or  we  had  very  much  the  heels 
o£  them,  for  we  soon  lost  sight  of  all.     We  were  met  by  a  very  heavy 
swell  coming  up  from  the  S.  W.  in  which  direction  the  wind  still  hung. 
^*e  kept    the  cutter  close-hauled  until  we  could  weather  the  small 
Island  of  Flatholm,  when  we  were  able  to  lie  our  course  for  the  Tuskar. 
We  passed  about  midway  between  the  Smalls  and  Bishop  Lights  :  the 
former  had  a  singular  appearance,  crowned  with  its  old  and  new  Light 
Houses.    The  old  one  not  having  been  taken  down  although  the  other 
was  nearly  finished.     When  I  first  sighted  them  I  thought  it  was  a  two- 
masted  vessel.     Foolishly  carrying  our  large  topsail  we  had  our  topmast 
carried  away  by  a  heavy  jerk  about  2h.  p.m.     We  secured  the  broken 
l^ieces,  but  it  was  impossible  to  repair  them  in  any  way,  so  we  had  to  go 
witboot  a  topmast  for  the  rest  of  our  cruise  home.     The  want  of  it  was 
t>oth  a  loss  and  a  benefit  as  it  turned  out.     At  all  events  no  immediate 
incoDvenienee  was  experienced,  for  the  wind  immediately  freshened  and 
we  were  obliged  to  haul  down  a  reef,  shortly  after  our  mishap.     This 
was  not  our  only  accident  this  day.     As  we  were  bowling  along  with  a 
strong  breeze  and  a  heavy  sea  steering  N.  and  by  W.,  for  the  Taskar, 
tbe  bob-stay  strop  at  the  bowsprit  end  gave  way,  luckily  we  had  another 
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salvagee  strop  all  ready,  and  runniDg  the  cutter  off  before  the  wind  to 
smooth  our  water  and  save  the  risk  of  the  man  being  washed  off  the 
bowsprit  end,  one  of  the  hands  went  out  and  made  it  fast  in  a  way  which 
g^atly  excited  our  admiration.  His  boldness  and  skill  doubtless  saved  oar 
bowsprit.  We  sighted  the  Tuskar  about  9h.  p.m.,  when  the  wind  began 
to  fall  and  sea  to  lessen.  Shortly  after  sighting  the  Light  we  shaped  a 
N.E.  and  by  N.  course  to  lead  us  along  the  Irish  land  outside  of  the 
Arklow  Banks.  We  had  but  little  wind  all  night,  and  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing at  breakfast  time  were  only  off  Wicklow  Head.  Light  and  baffling 
airs  prevailed  all  day,  unable  to  carry  our  topsail  we  made  little  or  no 
progress,  lying  becalmed  off  the  Sugar  Loaf  mountain,  10  or  12  miles 
from  shore.  We  saw  the  Welsh  land  about  2h.  p.m.,  one  of  the  three 
hummocks  we  saw  we  took  to  be  Snowdon. 

Lambay  Island  was  still  visible  on  our  port  quarter  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, we  had  hardly  done  anything  but  drift  a  little  farther  to  seaward 
during  the  night.  Anglesea  was  now  very  plainly  visible  on  the  star- 
board hand.  At  lOh.  a.m.  a  gentle  air  from  the  south  sprung  up  soft 
and  warm,  to  this  we  were  too  happy  to  set  our  squaresail  the  first  time 
since  we  had  left  the  Firth  of  Forth.  At  noon  what  appeared  two 
small  low  hummocks  was  a  long  way  to  the  N.E.,  while  we  had 
still  the  Anglesea  land  comparatively  close  to  us.  We  were  much 
puzzled  at  first  to  make  out  what  these  could  be  as  they  seemed  much 
too  far  to  the  eastward  for  the  Isle  of  Man.  It  was  long  before  any  more 
land  rose,  but  after  a  time  we  were  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  it  was 
the  home  of  the  Manxmen  we  had  in  sight.  After  mid-day  the  wind 
rapidly  increased.  When  off  South  Rock  Light  we  were  obliged  to 
haul  down  two  reefs  in  the  mainsail.  When  done  of  this,  I  insisted  as 
a  matter  of  precaution  that  the  largest  jib  which  we  were  carrying 
should  be  taken  in,  and  the  bowsprit  reefed.  As  usual  this  job  was  a 
Tery  imwelcome  one.  As  we  were  running  off  the  land  it  seemed  qiute 
a  useless  bit  of  trouble  to  Jack.  As  it  turned  out  it  was  a  most  fortunate 
thing  it  was  done. 

As  the  sun  sunk  the  gale  increased,  until  when  off  the  Copelands 
about  8h.  p.m.  it  blew  very  fresh  indeed.  Shortly  after  this  we  took 
in  the  squaresail  as  we  found  we  were  running  too  fast  up  the  entrance 
to  the  Firth  of  Clyde.  It  now  began  to  rain  as  well  as  blow  and  so 
thick  was  it  that  we  could  see  nothing  of  the  Maidens*  At  lOh.  p.m., 
we  were  abreast  of  Corsewell  Light,  and  from  thence  we  shaped  a  course 
to  take  us  to  the  westward  of  Ailsa  Craig,  and  enable  us  to  sight  Pladda 
Light  at  the  south  end  of  Arran  as  early  as  possible*  It  is  always 
considered  to  be  the  shortest  and  safest  course  to  keep  as  close  to  Arrao 
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M  poirible  in  ranning  op  to  the  month  of  the  Clyde.  The  low  land 
Hid  deep  hajs  on  the  Ayrshire  coast  are  very  deceiving,  and  in  the  night 
ooe  is  apt  to  get  nearer  to  the  land  than  is  desirable,  and  the  furnaces 
on  approaching  the  mineral  district  about  Troon  and  Ardrossan  are  very 
deceiving  and  paszling. 

We  soon  lost  sight  of  Corsewell  and  ran  on  amid  the  gloom  of  the 
diricest  night  I  ever  remember,  without  being  able  to  distinguish  anything 
stve  the  white  crests  of  the  waves  breaking  all  around  us.    At  times  the 
tliick  driving  rain  made  even  these  invisible.    On  such  a  night  we  might 
We  easily  run  Old  Ailsa  down  without  having  a  guess  of  our  where- 
sboQts  till  oar  poor  little  bark  went  to  pieces  on  its  precipitous  base. 
We  hoped  to  have  caught  sight  of  Pladda  before  losing  sight  of  Corse- 
well,  as  in  an  ordinary  night  we  would  very  easily  have  done,  but  now, 
though  we  calculated  we  had  run  our  distance  to  the  Craig,  not  a  light 
was  visible.     Dreading  to  run  further,  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  haul- 
ing down  another  reef  and  heaving- to.     Had  there  been  but  a  glimmer 
to  let  us  see  what  we  was  about  I  would  have  put  the  trysail  on  her  to 
^ue  her  before  bringing  her  to  the  wind  ;  but,  as  that  could  not  be 
done,  we  had   to  make  the  best  of  it  under  a  three-reefed  mainsail. 
Loeky  was  it  for  us  now  that  we  had  reefed  bowsprit  and  shifted  jibs 
off  the  South  Rock.     Now  we  neither  could  have  seen  to  do  it,  nor 
had  we  time.     Every  yard  we  ran  on  in  the  intense  darkness  was  fur- 
ther into  danger.     Any  moment  might  have  launched  us  bodily  upon 
the  huge  rock,  and  scattered  the  shattered  fragments  of  the  poor  little 
^tter  and  her  crew  over  the  seething  waves. 

When  we  did  get  her  to  the  wind  the  change  was  far  from  agreeable. 
She  surged,  and  kicked,  and  flung  about  in  the  heavy  cross  sea  worse 
than  I  had  ever  felt  her  do  before,  but  that  was  a  trifle  compared  with 
the  heavy  sense  of  anxiety  our  ignorance  of  our  position  induced.  On 
fint  getting  her  round,  we  put  her  head  to  the  east,  when  she  kept 
headiug  towards  the  Ayrshire  land  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  an  hour. 
I  had  gone  below  to  take  a  little  rest  with  my  clothes  on  when  I  heard 
old  William,  a  steady  old  salt,  who  had  been  many  a  cruise  with  me, 
"■Bg  OQt,  **  There's  a  light  close  on  the  lee  bow,  well  be  on  the  top  of  it 
'^^^^  you  can  get  her  round.*'  I  rushed  up  the  companion  and  got  my 
head  out  as  soon  as  I  could  get  it  opened  ;  everything  had  to  be 
jsmoied  close  down  to  keep  the  driving  rain  and  spray  from  coming  in  : 
>o  6eroe  and  furious  blew  the  blast  that  it  was  no  easy  task  to  look 
*'^ad.  After  a  time,  however,  I  caught  sight  of  a  light,  where  by  our 
'^koning  no  light  should  be  visible  at  intervals  as  the  cutter  rose  and 
Ml  with  the  seas.  My  flrst  impression  was  that  it  was  Ballintrae 
^hour  light,  but  that  ought  to  have  been  fifteen  miles  off  at  least;  and 
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unless  some  uoheard-of  tide  had  got  hold  of  us,  we  must  be  a  long  way 
out  of  sight  of  it  in  such  a  night.  The  light,  whatever  or  whererer  it 
might  be,  seemed  alarmingly  close,  so  as  the  safest  precaution  we  could 
adopt,  we  tacked  ship  and  stood  to  the  westward.  It  now  came  on,  if 
possible,  thicker  than  ever.  We  positively  could  hardly  see  across  the 
yessel.  We  lost  sight  of  the  light  for  some  time,  and  we  calculated  that 
we  were  slowly  reaching  away  from  it.  Suddenly  the  rain  cleared  away 
fur  a  moment,  and  there  was  the  light,  or,  at  all  events,  a  light  agaia 
in  our  lee  bow,  though  now  heading  the  other  way.  This  added  sorely 
to  our  embarrassment.  Speedily  the  rain  began  to  drive  thick  agaiast 
us  again,  and  the  wind  to  increase.  A  heavy  sea  washed  the  red  lamp 
out  of  our  lee  rigging,  although  it  was  well  lashed,  more  than  a  mans 
height  above  the  deck,  and  in  our  anxiety  we  lost  sight  of  the  light  and 
saw  it  no  more.  'Twas  well  she  wanted  the  weight  of  her  topmast 
We  reached  her  to  the  westward  for  two  hours,  and  then  tacked  and 
stood  to  the  eastward  again.  The  darkness  seemed  interminable  and 
I  never  spent  so  tedious  a  night.  I  could  do  nothing,  and  had  therefore 
gone  below,  but  not  to  sleep,  and  was  lying,  about  four  p.m.,  weary 
and  anxious  on  the  lee  sofa,  when  I  heard  a  joyful  shout  on  deck, 
"  There's  the  Craig!"  I  flew  up  the  ladder,  and  sure  enough  there  was 
the  dim  outline  of  the  huge  Craig,  like  a  giant  spectre,  towering  over 
us,  not  half  a  mile  off.  The  mighty  summit  was  involved  in  mist  and 
driving  scud,  but  the  base  was  distinct  enough,  washed  by  the  raging 
waves,  lashed  into  fury  by  fretting  themselves  on  his  rough  sides.  The 
white  foam  all  around  him  was  dimly  visible  in  the  faint  light  of  the 
early  dawn.  It  was  the  grandest  marine  picture  I  ever  witnessed. 
Would  that  a  Stanfield  had  been  there  to  carry  the  memory  away  with 
him;  in  his  hands  it  would  have  made  a  picture  of  the  highest  poetic 
power. 

Now  that  we  knew  where  we  were,  our  difficulties  were  at  an  end. 
Our  course  had  been  correctly  laid  down  and  steered.  We  bad  hove-to 
abreast  of  the  Craig  but  a  little  to  the  westward,  and  had  been  boxing 
about  in  his  perilous  vicinity  all  night.  The  light  we  saw  was  that  of 
a  large  schooner  hove  to  near  us.  We  tacked  ship  and  ran  up,  ^^^ 
sighting  Pladda  Light,  and  by  eight  A.M.  we  were  at  anchor  in  Fairiie 
Roads  ready  enough  for  our  breakfasts,  and  a  sound  nap  after  it 

Thus  ends  in  all  probability  the  cruises  in  British  waters  of  the  good 
flhip  S^— .  She  is  now  fitting  out  for  a  longer  and  more  perilom 
voyage  than  any  she  has  undertaken  in  my  hands.  Should  she,  throng^ 
the  blessing  of  Providence,  reach  her  far  distant  destination  in  the  soutn- 
em  hemisphere,  I  have  good  hopes  that  the  experieooed  seaman  who  ntf 
agreed  to  take  charge  of  her,  will  enable  me  to  enrich  your  pag®*  ^' 
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eopious  extracts  from  her  log.  In  the  expectation  that  such  a  pleasant 
prospect  may  put  your  readers  in  good  humour,  I  venture  to  hid  them 
adieu,  with  some  hopes  of  forgivenness  for  the  tediousness  I  have  so 
often  inflicted  upon  them. 


SIMON  BOOMER'S  GUN  ROOM.* 

CHAPTER  V. 

I  Sat  down  oyerwhelmed  with  a  feeling  of  unmitigated  disgust  against 
all  mankind   in  general,  and  friends   Screwgeum  and   Captain  Parry 
Hammond    in   particular.     There  I  was,  an   open-hearted,  generous, 
well-to-do  individual,  inclined  to  fellowship  with  my  fellow-men  during 
my  lifetime,  inclined  to  share  the  good  things  of  this  life  with  which 
Providence  had  blessed  me,  and  how  had  I  been  treated,  how  had  my 
confidence  been  imposed  upon.     Thank  heaven  I  had  controlled  my 
temper,  and  up  to  the  present  moment  no  person  were  the  wiser  of  my 
ambition  to  become  a  yachtsman  save  the  aforesaid  twain  ;  no  one  save 
them  knew  that  I  had  invested  the  best  part  of  three  thousand  pounds 
>*  a  preliminary  fee  towards  becoming  an  amateur  seaman.     They 
would  not  be  very  likely  to  enlighten  the  world  as  to  their  own  disin- 
terested endeavours  to  forward  my  views  ;  so  there  I  sat  thinking  what 
was  best  to  be  done,  I  would  give  up  this  expensive  freak,  the  first  loss 
was  the  best,  sell  the  old  hulk  for  whatever  she  would  bring,  bestow  the 
Produce  upon  some  deserving  alms-house,  in  order  to  relieve  my  con- 
science of  squandering  the  means  committed  to  my  charge,  and  retire 
abroad  for  a  season,  to  the  Swiss  mountains,  where  the  remembrance  of 
Screwgeum  would  evaporate  in  the  contemplation  of  the  bluest  of  skies, 
without  a  breath  of  air  whereupon  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  castle  ; 
where  the  muddy  creek  of  freshwater  would  pale  into  an  insignificant 
felly  of  the  past ;  where  the  swift  gliding  phantom-looking  boats  would 
extract  a  merry  laugh  should  the  ghost  of  the  grim  Duvemay  haunt  me 
for  a  moment ;  and  above  all,  where  I  would  have  a  most  probable 
chance  of  never  setting  my  eyes  upon  the  Mariner  of  the  Pear  Tree 
Green  again.     Tes,  my  resolution  was  taken — I  rung  for  lights— -seized 
^y  writing  materials-^commenced  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  requesting 
Ilia  acseptance  of  my  splendid  suit  of  yachting  uniform — the  pay  I  had 

*  Contiaued  from  page  21 1. 
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adnuioed  to  him — ^and  hinting,  in  terms  which  I  trusted  wonld  not 
offend  his  nioe  senses  in  money  matters,  that  I  would  be  rejoioed  to 
allow  him  a  commission  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  immediate  sale  of  "  My 
Yacht.*'  My  Tacht  I — when  I  read  oyer  these  I  laughed  uproariously. 
My  Yacht !  bless  the  sweet  bark— imoonlit  seas  I  cypress  groves!  pearly 
spray! — the  Corsair— Medora — the  Mediterranean-^Riff  Pirates — 
Boarding  Pikes— every  item  of  my  brilliant  castle  in  the  elements— my 
new  pursuit  tliat  was  to  alter  my  destiny  in  life— possibly  to  unite  me 
to  some  beauteous  being  who  perchance  was  then  dreaming  in  her  far- 
off  island  home  of  the  gallant  English  yachtsman,  who  was  speeding 
across  the  sea  to  woo  and  win  her — <*  hurroo— -may  the  devil  fly  away 
with  the  whole  of  ye!"  I  exclaimed.  ''And  I  hope,  before  he  doesi 
heMl  give  me  a  call,  so  that  I  can  throw  in  Screwgeum  and  Parry  Ham- 
mond to  look  after  the  property  I" 

The  door  of  my  apartment  opened,  a  rich  perfume  such  as  delights 
the  gourmands  olfactory  organs  fermented  the  atmosphere  around  me,'- 
there  was  not  a  particle  of  sulphurous  vapour  perceptible,  or  by  Neptune 
I  would* have  sworn  that  the  enemy  of  mankind  had  responded  to  my 
invocation,  else  who  was  the  dark  individual  that  occupied  the  doorway, 
unannounced  and  uninvited. 

"  Ha,  ha,  how-do  Fenton — how-do  you  do  ?  Thought  I  should  find 
you  in  your  den — ha— cursed  hot  aint  it — ^infernal  stairs  to  swarm  up— 
ain't  they  by  Jupiter,— blows  a  fellow  just  like  the  main  rigging  of  a 
line-of-battle-ship  ;  never  mind — a  little  brandy  and  water  and  one  of 
your  excellent  cigars  will  revive  me, — ^and  now  how  are  you  again? 
Missed  seeing  you  for  some  days,-^yacht  arrived  yet?  suppose  so,— 
busy  getting  her  to  rights  for  your  lady  firiends. — Eh,  you  sly  dog — Eh? 
Ha — ha,  never  mind,  glad  to  see  you  old  fellow, — but  by  the  way,  I  9xa 
here  as  a  deputation — Charming  woman,— Mrs.  0*Neil  Coldough,— 
sweet  villa  here, — beauteous  nieces,— exquisite  little  entertainments,— 
knows  your  family  in  Kerry  perfectly, — Irish  extraction  herself,*"-*** 
quests  the  pleasure  of  your  company  at  supper  to-night — begs  you  will 
waive  ceremony— never  heard  of  you  since  you  were  a  boy,— so  come 
along  old  fellow ;  this  room  is  as  gloomy  as  a  nun's  cell!'* 

And  having  hurled  forth  this  oration  Horatio  Flowerdew,  Esq.,  preci- 
pitated himself  into  the  room,  and  almost  into  my  arms,  in  the  warmtb 
of  his  feelings  at  having  seen  me  once  more. 

**  Curse  the  fellow,"  muttered  I,  ^'here's  a  pretty  fix— he  knows  about 
this  yacht-^oh,  Sam  Fenton— Sam  Fenton< — well,  well— there  wai  ^ 
help  for  it, — it  was  kind  and  thoughtful  of  him  to  hunt  me  up  thus  m 
my  vexation  of  spirit-^but  then  the  'yacht' —ay,  there  was  the  stum' 
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UiDg  block:  was  I  to  make  a  clean  breast  to  this  man  of  the  East  India 
Companj,  to  make  a  confidant  of  a  stranger,  who  would  sip  my  sherry 
— «noke  my  cigars— shrag  his  shoulders— sympathise  in  my  presence 
with  'd — ^n  shame!'-— and  moralize  in  my  absence  with  'a  d— n  foolP 
—No— perish  the  thought — and  Mrs.  Coldough  too — who  the  devil 
was  she — charming  nieces -««weet  yilla— and  supper  I** 
^  Delighted  to  see  you,  Flowerdew — pray  be  seated  I'' 
«  Excuse  my  unceremonious  entrance — ^but  I  thought  I  should  take 
JOQ  by  storm — *  boarding  in  the  smoke,'  as  we  say  in  war  time— - 
k,  ha!* 

"  Say  not  a  word— I  have  been  busy  with  my  sailing  master-^my 
vtssel  has  not  yet  arrived — I  find  she  requires  some  re-fitting— •before 
as  you  say,  I  can  see  my  lady  friends!" 

**  Quite  right— -Fenton— quite  right — nothing  like  keeping  well  with 
jour  hax  friends— and  one,  of  course,  does  like  to  have  things  ship-shape 
when  they  do  favour  a  fellow  with  a  visit,  fiy  the  way^  Millicent  and 
Mabel  Harewood  are  such  charming  creatures,  lovely  women— some- 
thing beyond  mere  girls  you  know — late  Colonel  Harewood,  when  quar- 
tered at  Malta,  kept  a  splendid  yacht— so  they  are  quite  at  home  in 
such  matters!'* 

**  But,  my  dear  Flowerdew — I  could  not  think  of  an  introduction  to  such 
a  distinguished  family,  except  under  proper  circumstances,  the  hour,  my 

dear  friend  ;  a  perfect  stranger  like  myself '' 

"  Pooh — pool^— nonsense— quite  the  thing  here — ^yachUng,  my  dear 
£b11ow,  is  a  passport  to  the  best  society,  and  the  social  circle  is  thrown 
open  without  any  absurd  restrictions,  men  who  spend  thousands—*' 
I  wiuoed  perceptibly. 
"  Affected  by  cramp  ?^ 
**  No— no! — confounded  comr* 

**  Ah— derilish  neat  foot  too — ^Mabel  and  Millicent  have  such  feet!** 
Confound  Flowerdew,  he  had  hit  off  my  weakest  point. 
"  A9  I  was  saying — men  who  can  afford  thousands  in  yachts  are  not 
the  class  of  men  society  can  afford  to  lose!" 
"  But  then  at  such  an  unseasonable  hour — ** 

"  Pshaw,  my  dear  Fenton,  women  never  look  so  fascinating,  men  are 
never  so  witty,  and  the  formalizes  of  a  first  acquaintance  are  never  so 
■gi'seably  overcome  as  by  the  aid  of  wax  lights!" 
**  Then  I  shall  have  to  change  my  attire,  and  I  confess  to  a  slight 


»» 


''Nonsense,  Fenton— no  ceremony!^ 

"  Let  us  light  a  post  prandial  weed  and  discuss  a  bottle  of  claret— 
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what  say  you— your  fair  friendfl  will  look  as  well  by  the  light  of  the 

morrow's  sun  ?" 

«  And  Mrs.  Colclough  is  such  a  rfe-lightful  woman— no  humbng— 
loves  yaohtsmen-^you'U  be  at  home  with  her  in  the  turning  of  a  com- 
pass oard  I'' 

I  slid  my  hand  over  the  note  1  had  written,  and  tore  it  into  firag- 
ments  beneath  the  table --uncircumdsed  idiot  as  I  wais. 

'•And  such  piquant   little   suppers— keeps   a   French  cook— deli- 

dousl" 

Now,  I  ask  any  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  located  in  a  place  whore  he 
is  unknown— vexed  in  spirit,  and  weary  in  body-aroused  up  from  his 
gloomy  reverie  in  the  dusk  of  a  mild  May  evening— a  tempting  arrsy  of 
charming  women — brilliant  wax-lights — reminiscences  of  one's  familj 
and  the  old  country  far  away— and,  to  cap  all,  the  seductive  prospect  of 
an  appetizing  table,  set  forth  with  all  the  cunning  of  a  French  ehrf.^ 
I  say,  could  any  man,  however  severe  his  sense  of  social  pf  opriety  might 
be,  stand  proof,— I  was  tried  solely  by  my  tempter,  Flowerdew,  and  fowid 
wanting. 

Half  an  hour  saw  me  seated  in  the  drawing-room  of  the  *^  Cedan  — * 
in  familiar  conversation  with  Mrs.  Colclough  and  Miss  Harewood— 
— Flowerdew  and  the  Honourable  Captain  Whitworth  Lascelles.  Verily 
man  knoweth  not  what  an  hour  may  bring  forth  ;  one  hour  previooslj 
I  had  been  the  most  miserable  devil  in  Cowes — would  have  given  a  good 
round  sum  to  be  away  ten  thousand  miles  from  it  if  possible  ;  was  the 
owner  of  a  yacht,  and  wished  her  in  heaps  of  charcoal ;  nobody  cstm 
for  moi  except  those  who  destined  me  to  be  their  victim  ;  now  I  was  the 
observed  of  a  brilliant  little  circle  ;  Mrs.  Colclough  even  claimed  rela- 
tionship, and  recognized  the  eyes  of  my  mother,  the  nose  of  my  m^her, 
and  the  striking  resemblance  I  bore  to  my  uncle  the  Captain— «»** 
Jack  Fenton  he  was  called — who  fought  more  duels  and  broke  more 
hearts  than  any  light  dragoon  of  his  own  or  any  more  recent  penod » 
and  fair  Mrs.  Colclough  absolutely  sighed  when  she  mentioned  dis 
name,  and  gazed  at  me-^-his  unworthy  relative— with  an  amount  of  >A' 
terest  and  tenderness  that  absolutely  made  me  blush.  I  did  feel  at  home 
as  Flowerdew  had,  with  wonderful  instinct  foretold  ;  felt  as  if  1  "^ 
known  my  charming  hostess  all  my  life  ;  she  was  fond  of  yachting  too ; 
and  Miss  Harewood  declared  so  prettily  she  would  take  forcible  posses'^ 
iion  of  her  newly  acquired  relation's  best  cabin. 

**  The  Duvemay  must  comeT'  thought  I,  *'  that's  settled!" 

A  silvery  laugh  rang  through  the  apartment— blithe  and  melodioafl 
as  the  carolling  of  a  joyous  song-bird. 
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«  Mabel-— Mr.  Fenton-Hi  newly  dueovered  relative  of  yours— but  an 
old  friend  of  miner* 

I   eonld  bave  kissed  tbe  old  lady— old  did  I  say— tbe  elder  lady  I 
should  say. 

••  Sad— naughty  Mr.  Plowerdew-^to  desert  us  so  this  eyening!" 
I  i^azed  with  wonder  at  the  vision  which  flashed  upon  my  sight 
tbroug^h  the  opening  door.  Some  men  say  there  can  only  be  one  per- 
fect woman  on  earth  at  a  time  ;  there  then  was  the  perfect  realisation 
of  all  my  ideas  ;  there^  in  the  pride  of  her  queenly  beauty,  stood  the 
only  being  that  ever  called  the  blood  to  the  cheek,  and  caused  the  wild 
tbrob  of  tbe  heart  to  rugged  Sam  Fenton— Mabel  Harewood  ;  would  to 
beaven  we  had  never  met! 

To  be  catUmued, 


THE    CRUISE   OF   THE  FROLIC ;   or,  YACHTING  EXPE- 
RIENCES OF  BARNABY  BRINE,  E8<i.,  R.N.* 

In  Mr.  W.  H.  G.  Kingston's  two  cleverly  written  and  amusing 
TolameSy  bo  beautifully  brought  out  by  the  publishers,  we  have  an- 
other and  most  seasonable  eontribution  to  Yachting  literature,  and  one 
which  must  be  fully  appreciated  during  the  coming  season,  when  our 
fair  lady  cruisers  will  undoubtedly  fiud  Mr.  Barnaby  Brine's  experiences 
a  strong  incentive  to  adventure  upon  the  waves  ;  whilst  the  members  of 
our  pleasure  Navy,  in  overhauling  their  Mediterranean  fittings,  will 
doubtiess  take  the  hint  not  to  overlook  a  proper  complement  of ''  Arm- 
strong^ or  **  Whitworth"  appliances,  wherewith  to  give  a  "  Ball'*  in  the 
^  Mid<ile  Seas,"  should  they  be  constrained  to  entertain  such  an  aocom- 
pUshed  mariner  as  Mr.  Miles  Sandgate. 

Mr.  Brine's  lament  upon  the  innovations  of  steam  is  so  characteristic 
C£  a  ^  Salt"  of  the  olden  time,  so  racy  of  the  "  Deep  Blue"  that  we 
cannot  refrain  presenting  it  to  our  readers  : 

"  Bad  luck  to  the  man,*'  says  Mr.  Brine,  "  whose  impertinently-inquisitive 
brain  could  not  let  tbe  lid  of  his  tea-kettle  move  up  and  down  at  its  pleasure 
without  wanting  to  know  tbe  cause  of  the  pbeDomenon  I  Worse  luck  to 
him  who  insisted  on  boiling  salt  water  on  tbe  realms  of  Old  Neptune  I  Stem 
enemy  to  the  romance  and  poetry  of  a  life  on  tbe  ocean  I  Could  you  not  be 
content  to  make  carriages  go  along  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour  over  the 

*  Sampson,  Low,  Son  and  Co,  74,  Ludgate  Bill 
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bard  land  without  Bending  yoor  noisy  impudent  demagogues  of  machines  to 
plough  up  the  waves  of  the  sea,  which  have  already  quite  enough  to  do  when 
their  lawful  agitator  thinks  fit  to  exercise  his  influence  ?  Vile  innovator  I 
may  your  republican  spirit  attempt  to  cross  the  Styx  in  a  ct  aft  no  better 
fitted  for  the  voyage  than  a  hal^enny  Thames  steamer  I  May  you  be  as 
sick  as  a  dog  before  you  get  half  way  over  I  May  old  Charon  be  as  drunk  as 
a  lord,  and,  lashing  down  the  safety  valve,  blow  you  up  into  the  murky  at- 
mosphere ere  you  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  Elysian  fields  I  Avaunt !  the  veiy 
thought  of  you  and  your  misdeeds  makes  my  head  ache  as  much  as  the  rattle 
of  one  of  your  own  infernal  screechers,  with  their  ceaseless  paddle,  paddle, 
paddle,  across  the  bay  of  Biscay  I*' 

Bravo,  Mr.  Brine^  we  cordially  agree  with  you.  we  hate  grease  pots 
and  smoke  mills  ourselves,  they  should  have  been  confined  to  the  back 
slums  of  Manchester  and  Glasgow,  and  never  allowed  to  disfigure  the 
surface  of  glorious  old  Ocean.  We  remember  the  time  when  away  for 
a  cruise  we  could  lay  up  for  a  day  or  so  in  some  pleasant  out-of-the-way 
quaint  old  harbour,  and  go  rambling  over  mountains  and  through  val- 
leys, and  by  the  pleasant  sunlit  shore,  and  banishing  thought  and  care, 
snap  our  fingers  at  the  grim,  selfish,  work-a-day  world  that  could  not 
reach  us  there.  We  remember  improvising  a  gale  of  wind  that  detained 
ni  three  weeks'in  one  charming  locality  where  pic-nics  were  contagious, 
crinoline  deadly.  We  remember — pshaw — what's  the  use  of  remember- 
ing such  things  now  ;  sure  there's  not  a  hole  or  comer  of  the  habitable 
globe  now-a-days  that  has  not  its  mail-packet  or  electric  telegraph  ;  and 
if  one  escapes  the  warning  missive  which  declares  the  funds  down,  yoor 
partner  levanted,  the  bank  suspended,  or  the  children  ill  with  the  measles, 
which  the  confounded  soot  mill  screams  itself  hoarse  in  bringing  to  a 
fellow,  he  is  sure  to  be  knocked  down  by  a  greased  flash  in  the  shape  of 
a  **  gram,*'  which  a  damp-nosed,  white-collnred,  knocker-knee'd^young 
imp  hunts  you  with  even  to  the  depths  of  a  coal  mine.  You  are  right, 
Mr.  Brine — not  only  is  the  province  of  the  fine  old  thorough-bred 
"  canvas"  mariner  invaded,  but  the  race  is  dying  out ;  the  dashing,  fear- 
less, sun-burnt,  hard-fisted,  open-hearted  sailor,  the  red  Indian  of  the 
ocean  prairies,  is  vanishing  before  the  stealthy  stride  of  the  moleskin  dad 
stoker,  with  his  unhealthy-looking  visage  writhing  for  a  gasp  of  fresh 

air,  and  the  harsh  discordant  nightbird  cries  of  **  slow" — "  reverse" 

"  tum-a-head" — is  fast  superseding  the  jovial  spirit-stirring  warning  of 
the  gallant  **  timoneer."     "  Ready-about — ^helms-a^lee!" 

The  incident  of  the  pic-nic  party  being  becalmed  on  their  return  to 
Cowes  from  Netley  Abbey  is  admirably  told  ;  the  illumination  with 
lanterns,  the  impromptu  ball,  the  merry  Polka,  the  astonishment  of  the 
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hononnible  Mn.  Topgallant  at  not  arriving  at  their  destination,  is  life 
to  the  letter.    Many  a  similar  scene  have  we  witnessed. 

The  graphic  description  of  the  Naval  Review  at  Cherbour;;,  with  the 
laughable  attempts  of  Mr.  Groggs  to  effect  a  matrimonial  alliance 
thereat,  and  the  sucoesBful  descent  of  the  "  O' Wiggins"  on  the  Presi- 
dential banquet,  are  capital  hits,  more  especially  the  latter.  We  would 
advise  Mr.  Brine  to  be  cautious  how  he  adventures  himself  to  the  Eme- 
rald Isle,  for  there  is  a  model  there  who  is  sure  to  fit  the  cap,  and  he'll 
have  him  shivering  on  the  brink  of  a  daisy  so  sure  as  ever  he  crosses  the 
•*  Suck." 

But  the  Dido— aye— here  she  is  through  her  owner — the  man  with 
the  comical  face — round  eyes — with  meaningless  expression — fat  cheeks 
-—open  mouth— >and  pug  nose  with  large  nostrils  ;  the  little  fat  man  of 
the  "  Snob"'  genus. 

^*  Got  a  yacht  P  National  amusement.  Sail  about  the  Wight  ?  Toiing 
lady,  fond  of  boatings  squeeze  her  haod,  can*t  get  away.  £b,  see  I'm  up  to 
a  trick  or  two!  •  •  •  •  ♦  Mine's  the  ^ Dido/  Pretty 
name,  isn't  ft,  short  and  sweet  ?  Dido  was  queen  of  Sheba,  you  know — ran 
away  with  Ulysses  the  Trojan  hero,  and  then  killed  herself  with  an  adder 
because  he  wouldn*t  marry  her.  Learned  all  that  when  I  was  at  school. 
8be*8  at  Southampton,  but  I  belong  to  the  Club.  Only  twenty-flve  tons — 
little,  but  good.  Not  a  clipper  I  own — staunch  and  steady,  that's  my  motto. 
Warwick  Ribbons  has  a  welcome  for  his  friends.  That's  me,  at  your  service. 
Christened  Warwick  from  the  great  Guy.  Rough  it  now  and  then.  You 
won't  mind  that.     Eggs  and  bacon,  and  a  plain  chop  but  weeds  and  grog  ad 

Wince  not  ye  cockney  yachtsmen,  its  only  a  pleasant  way  Mr.  Brine 
has  of  poking  fiin  ;  Erith  is  a  pretty  place,  and  there's  a  devil  of  a  sea 
at  the  Nore  sometimes  for  all  his  talk  ! 

Biscay's  turbulent  bay  has  been  so  often  described  that  we  think 
the  narrative  of  a  gale  would  be  but  a  dull  repetition.  Mr.  Brine, 
however,  to  skilfully  weaves  together  the  physical  inconvenience  which 
makes  the  Gentle  Giant  '^  feel  very  small,"  the  easy  indifference  of 
<<  Will  Bubble"— the  struggles  of  the  gallant  '<  Frolic,"  and  the  foun- 
dering of  the  ill-fated  Levant  trader,  with  the  rescue  of  Tom  Martin 
and  his  revelations  regarding  the  "  Rover,"  and  Miles  Sandgate,  that  he 
gives  it  a  new  feature,  and  whilst  doing  so  carefully  keeps  up  the  con«* 
necting  incidents  of  his  adventures. 

A  capital  story  is  that  of  Lieutenant  Porpoise  about  the  **  Black 
Slaver,'*  and  we  can  almost  envy  the  listeners  to  the  jolly  *'  Luff's" 
yarn.     Several  other  yams  are  judiciously  interspersed  with  Mr.  Brine's 
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adrentares,  amongst  which  ^  Old  SleetV  Feminltcence  of  "  Zekjr  Kas- 
shon,  the  Jew  of  Portsmouth,*'  ^  How  Joe  Buntio  did  the  RereDne,** 
mod  **  The  Guerilla's  Leap,"  stand  forth  prominently  in  point  of  mterest 
and  graphic  power. 

The  **  White  Squall,"  and  the  gallant  defence  of  ihe  "  Frolic"  agmast 
the  attack  of  the  Greek  pirate  ;  or  also  the  hrush  with  Moorish  wrecken 
on  the  African  coast  are  told  with  great  spirit,  and  will  doubtless  have 
the  effect  of  starting  some  of  our  fighting  yachtsmen  off  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean  to  seek  some  wild  pirate  shooting  amongst  the  Islan^ls  of  the 
Archipelago,  or  a  little  "  Riff"  stalking  along  the  Southern  seaboard ; 
and  now  that  Garibaldi  is  about  to  open  the  Sicilian  Preaerfes, 
perhaps  he  may  be  inclined  to  indulge  a  friend  or  two  with  a  day'i 
sport. 

The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Brine's  adventures,  where  Hearty  rescaes 
Laura  Mizen  from  the  power  of  Miles  Sandgate  and  the  perils  of  the 
raft,  and  the  whole  party  return  in  triumph  to  Gibralter,  inyolfing  the 
subsequent  attendance  at  church,  the  parson,  the  ring,  and  so  forth,  led 
us  to  regret  that  the  Yachting  Experiences  were  brought  to  an  end ; 
but  we  find  in  the  last  passage  some  hope,  that  as  <'  Hearty's"  yacht 
was  not  sold,  and  that  Mr.  Brine  took  many  a  pleasant  cruise  in  the 
**  Frolic"  afterwards,  we  may  be  favoured  with  some  more  of  the  plea- 
santly told  adventures  which  the  present  volumes  before  us  induoea  a 
longing  for. 

We  have  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Brine^s  Experiences  becoming  popular. 


ROUGH  NOTES  ON  YACHTS.^ 


BT  AN    OLD   SALT. 

Having  so  far  endeavoured  to  place  owners  and  purchasers  of  yachts  oa 
their  guard  as  to  certain  measures  necessary  for  the  buying,  bnildiDgi 
and  preservation  of  their  vessels,  I  shall  refer  to  the  determination  w 
the  majority  of  owners  not  to  Insure  them. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  this  a  false  economy,  when  it  is  considered 
how  larg^  an  amount  is  at  risk,  even  in  the  prime  cost  of  a  yacbti  and 
to  which  must  be  added  one  or  more  hundred  pounds  worth  of  personal 
effects,  such  as  guns,  books,  drawings,  and  lots  of  ornamental  triflesi  au 

*  Con  tinned  from  page  189. 
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amooiitiDg  to  a  good  round  sum  of  money,  to  say  nothing  of  plate^ 
linen,  etcetera.  Now,  when  a  man  can  Insure  £1000  and  upwards 
hr  four  months  between  Apnl  and  October,  at  Ts.  6d.  per  cent,  per 
month,  this  earn  covering  him  not  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
but  to  the  Channel  Islands,  France,  and  Belgium  ;  and  if  Insuring 
£500  at  10s«  per  cent,  per  month  he  can  do  the  same  thing,  excepting 
France  and  Belgiom,  but  including  the  Channel  Islands,  I  think  he  is 
lifiking  a  considerable  loss  for  the  sake  of  a  trifling  expenditure. 

I  haye  heard  it  urged  that  if  you  do  Insure  you  are  obliged  to  take 
pilots  at  any  ports  where  they  present  their  services  in  your  favour,  or, 
if  refusing  their  aid  and  you  come  to  grief  in  venturing  on  a  difficult 
or  unknown  channel  on  your  own  hook,  you  thereby  forfeit  your  Insur- 
ance. Admit  this  to  be  so,  and  also  admit  how  very  seldom  a  pilot  ever 
offers  himself  to  a  yacht  when  cruising  alongshore  in  Great  Britain, 
simply  from  bis  being  aware  that  her  skipper  is  as  good  a  pilot  as  him- 
self into  any  of  our  home  ports,  and  not  knowing  whether  you  are  in- 
sured or  not^  never  hails  you  at  all.  This  objection  stands  about  on  a 
par  with  the  man  who  will  not  make  his  will,  because  he  imagines  death 
will  at  once  board  him  as  pilot  for  those  Stygian  waters  which  he  alone 
is  permitted  to  cross  more  than  once. 

But  there  are  &r  more  paramount  reasons  why  owners  should  insure 
Asn  the  mere  risk  of  entering  in  and  out  of  well  known  ports.  Those 
who  go  over  to  Guernsey  or  Jersey,  if  uninsured,  run  great  risk  of  losing 
the  price  of  their  vessels,  if  their  skipper  does  not  know  both  their  intri- 
cate channels  and  sets  of  tide  intimately,  and  unless  repeatedly  cruising 
there  he  cannot  be  expected  to  do  so.  Then  there  is  the  Baltic  and 
North  Sea,  and  various  other  places,  including  the  north-west  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  where  even  a  smart  seaman  and  clever  navigator  can  very 
^^y  leave  his  vessel's  bones,  and  perhaps  his  own  too,  if  not  taking  a 
pik>t ;  or,  from  fear  of  losing  his  vessel,  only  sail  over  the  broad  and 
open  track  of  safe  waters,  losing  three-fourths  of  those  sequestered 
beauties  hidden  in  little  bays  and  loughs,  and  which,  although  somewhat 
Aky  to  come  at,  amply  repay  a  little  trouble  to  gain  a  knowledge 
of>  If  insured,  a  man  will  venture  to  make  his  port  at  night  with 
a  fiJting  glass,  even  if  not  known  and  a  little  intricate  ;  but  if  the  re- 
veise^  he  has  to  keep  out  in  the  open,  where,  if  thick  weather  comes  on^ 
^  nms  ten  times  the  risk  of  being  sunk  by  some  passing  steamer  or 
numbg  ship,  with  five  minutes  grace  allowed  for  escaping  a  sudden 
^^b  and  watery  grave.  In  fact,  the  present  risk  of  cruising  along- 
<boie^  if  out  at  night  in  the  frirway  of  steamers  and  large  vesselst  steam«* 
ing  and  sailing  up  and  down  the  British  and  St  George's  Channels,  is 
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BO  great  in  a  vessel  so  small  and  low  floating  as  a  yacht,  that  it  is  veiy 
bad  policy  not  to  Insure*  It  is  very  true,  an  owner  can  justly  say, 
**  Oh,  I  never  go  to  bed  in  thick  or  bad  weather  if  in  the  Channel,  and 
I  see  a  precious  good  look  out  kept  myself."  But  how  many  yachts 
take  their  owners  and  families  north,  south,  east  and  west,  and  are  sent 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other  solely  under  the  control  of 
their  skippers  when  the  owner  and  his  party  take  to  shooting  or  fishing, 
or  overland  routes,  and  send  off  their  yachts  to  lay  up. 

Of  course,  if  their  sailing-master  is  a  good  and  able  man,  they  are 
safe  enough  as  far  as  any  skill  and  care  of  his  can  make  them  so,  but  a 
skipper  has  not  all  the  eyes  of  Argus,  nor  can  he  for  ever  keep  them 
open,  and  many  a  foremast  man  who  would  hardly  wink  on  his  look-* 
out,  if  his  owner  was  on  board  and  likely  to  catch  him  napping,  would 
fall  off  dead  asleep  forward  if  his  skipper  was  below  for  half-an-hour 
trying  to  suatch  a  few  moments  troubled  sleep  Biter  two  or  three  nights 
anxious  watching. 

Then  comes  the  collision,  the  going  down,  and  the  two  or  three 
thousand  pounds  lost  to  the  owner  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  unless  saved 
at  the  cost  of  a  dubious  and  expensive  suit  at  law. 

1  shall  now  refer  to  the  masters  and  crews  of  yachts,  their  habits  and 
treatment,  and  although  a  very  delicate  subject  to  trespass  on,  still,  as  I 
shall  set  down  naught  in  malice,  nor  withhold  the  meed  due  to  merit,  I 
hope  to  steer  clear  of  justifiable  censure.  As  Cowes  is  (par  excellence) 
the  largest  emporium  for  yacht  masters  and  men,  I  shall  address  myself 
to  it  firstly.  As  I  have  known  it  more  than  thirty  years,  and  have  been 
a  seaman,  man  and  boy,  for  nearer  fifty  than  forty,  I  may  safely  clum 
to  know  something  of  my  present  subject-matter.  I  am  very  sorry  to 
start  with  the  confession  that  Cowes  yachtsmen  of  all  grades  from  mas- 
ter to  cabin  boy,  are  each  year  less  spoken  well  of,  and  with  many 
owners  never  engaged  if  other  men  can  be  got. 

In  short,  when  I  have  proposed  to  procure  a  Cowes  crew  for  a  friend, 
the  nearly  invariable  reply  has  been  **  Oh  no,  thank  you,  I've  heard 
enough  of  Cowes  men,  I've  had  one  Cowes  crew,  and  I'll  take  good  care 
not  to  get  another,'*  &c. 

Well,  what  does  all  this  amount  to.  That  there  is  an  undoubtedly 
miserable  and  disgraceful  minority  of  some  of  the  lowest  blackguards 
lounging  about  Cowes  that  ever  disgraced  a  yacht's  deck  by  stepping  on 
it ;  but  it  is  equally  patent  that  there  is  a  full  honourable  maforUj^ 
standing  out  in  bold  relief  agamst  this  scum,  of  the  ablest,  steadiest, 
most  respectable  and  trustworthy  masters  and  men  any  port  can  produce 
as  of  and  belonging  to  Cowes. 
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No  man  knows  better  than  myself  the  ftill  truth  of  this  statement 
barmg  suffered  pretty  smartly  in  more  ways  than  one,  by  recommend- 
tag  at  second  hand  the  ^rsi  lot,  but  being  now  amply  repud  by  the 
eonfesBion  of  two  friends  as  owners  of  yachts  to  whom  I  procured  drews 
smoonting  to  nearly  .twenty  men  and  officers,  for  a  six  months' 
fbnign  winter^e  voyage,  and  who  were  so  weU  pleased  with  them  that 
to  uie  his  own  words,  in  a  letter  written  to  me  from  Rome  the  other 
dsy,  by  one  of  these  owners,  is  to  best  recommend  the  men  :  **  I  was 
quite  sorry  to  leave  the  skipper  and  crew,  and  always  shall  feel  that  the 
suooess  and  pleasure  of  our  expedition  was  in  a  great  measure  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  men  you  so  kindly  picked  out  for  us ;  we  never  had  a 
word  with  any  of  them,  and  found  them  always  ready  to  do  anything, 
sod  fit  to  he  trusted  anywhere/' 

With  respect  more  especially  to  Cowes  masters  of  yachts.  As  regards 
tbeir  conduct  a/Sbai>  either  as  refers  to  the  state  of  efficiency  and  clean- 
liness of  thmr  yachts,  or  their  ability  to  handle  them,  or  in  connection 
with  thdr   respectability  of  deportment,  and  conduct,  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, combined  with  an  unceasing  civility  and  anxious  wish  to  please, 
few  owners,  I  take  it,  would  deny  the  majority  of  Cowes  skippers  this 
undoubted  title  to  praise.     At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  confessed,  like 
the  one^  scabbed  sheep  in  a  large  and  sound  flock,  that  there  are  some 
few  Cowes  skippers  who  are  a  discredit  to  their  service,  and  who  bring 
a  most  unmerited  onus  on  the  good  and  superior  men  around  them,  and 
who  are  but  too  often  mistaken  for  their  betters^  because  they  substitute 
tke  most  fowning  ierviUty  for  the  proper  respect  due  to  their  owners  in 
their  presence,  and  behind  their  backs  are  all  gold  band  and  slack  jaw, 
and  whose  sh<n«going  existence  can  be  condensed  into  the  two  words, 
"  beer  and  baccy." 

Kow,  as  very  few  owners  ever  spend  more  than  a  part  of  a  winter's 
day  in  Cowes,  they  are  necessarily  wholly  unable  to  form  a  proper  cri- 
terion as  to  the  general  routine  of  conduct  pursued  by  their  sailing-mas- 
ten  during  their  eight  months  of  shoregoing  existence ;  when  wholly 
exempt  from  the  supervision  of  their  owner's  eye,  or  fear  of  his  displea- 
sure, they  follow  the  natural  bent  of  their  own  habits  and  inclinations. 

Bet  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  numbers  of  these  men  not  only  lead 
the  lives  of  sober  and  good  citisens  as  far  as  their  individual  deportment 
goea^  but  several  of  them  take  active  and  influential  parts  in  dispensing 
iod  carrying  out  the  rudiments  of  the  Christian  religion,  not  only  at 
their  own  firesides,  but  at  Sabbath-schools^  and  by  their  personal 
example  as  tttu  Christians,  causes  the  strict  attendance  of  many  of  their 
men  to  those  numerous  places  of  Dif  senting  worship,  whei^  not  only  the 
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0eaman,  but  the  joiuer,  smith,  wright,  carpenter,  and  every  other  me- 
chanic offers  up  his  humble  prayers  to  his  Maker,  and  expends  every 
spare  shilling  of  his  hard  earned  wages  in  their  support. 

Aiid  although  it  is,  and  may  long  be  treated  with  derision  and  con- 
tempt by  those  who  have  never  gone  a  yard,  or  personally  carried  out 
one  enquiry  as  to  its  merits  ;  still,  the  fact  remains  the  same,  that  in 
Cowes  particularly,  where  every  tenth  house  is  an  ale-house,  if  these 
places  of  humble  worship  and  their  connecting  links  of  Sunday  and 
other  schools  were  not  so  upheld  by  those  penny's  earned  by  the  sweat 
of  the  workman's  brow,  hundreds  of  decent  and  well -taught  children 
would  become  on  a  par  with  the  herd  of  vicious  blnckguard  boys,  who, 
from  eight  to  eighteen,  are  allowed  to  go  about  wholly  unchecked  in  a 
career  of  wanton  destruction  to  property  ;  and  in  the  use  of  language  and 
habits  setting  decency  at  defiance,  and  shocking  the  senses  of  every  pro- 
perly disposed  person  compelled  to  be  an  unwilling  witness  to  their  con- 
duct. Also,  taking  into  account  the  wages  paid  to  masters  of  yachts,  it 
is  very  greatly  to  their  credit  to  observe  the  respectability  in  which  their 
families  are  brought  up,  and  the  cleanly  and  well-dressed  appearance  of 
their  children,  produced  alone  by  the  exercise  of  the  most  rigid  economy, 
and  often  at  a  voluntary  privation  to  the  parents  of  their  own  personal 
comforts. 

I  state  these  facts  as  matters  too  often  lost  sight  of  in  the  owner's 
supposed  knowledge  of  his  sailing-master ;  who,  if  able  and  respectful 
in  his  duties  when  in  commission,  is  sufficiently  satisfactory  for  all  re- 
quired purposes  to  render  further  inquiry  into  his  domestic  life  an  un- 
called-for task. 

The  majority  of  yacht  masters,  too,  who  are  not  amply  paid  for  thdr 
services,  have  a  hard  struggle  to  present  themselves  to  their  owners' 
notice  in  the  perfect  state  of  respectable  cleanliness  they  always  exhibit, 
even  with  their  allowance  of  a  suit  of  clothes,  especially  if  they  are 
fathers  of  large  families  ;  but  I  take  it  to  be  not  easy  of  accomplishment 
to  find  any  other  class  of  men  exposed  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  sea  ser^ 
vice,  who  can  in  any  degree  compare  with  the  South  of  England  yacht- 
ing skippers  as  smart,  able,  and  willing  officers* 

Let  us  now  go  forward  and  take  a  look  at  the  men  forming  the  ma- 
jority of  Cowes  yachting  crews.  I  have  known  Jack  a  good  many  years 
very  intimately,  and  I  have  never  found  him  differ  in  any  material  de* 
gree  from  that  large  class  of  poor  men  forming  the  major  portion  of  our 
population,  and  who  earn  their  bread  by  the  labour  of  their  hands.  I 
fear  I  cannot  say,  as  refers  to  yachting,  by  the  sweat  qf  their  brow.  As 
far  as  the  Cbwes  yacht  seaman  goes,  and  his  present  evil  lepute,  I M 
really  sorry  for  him,  for  most  undoubtedly  the  good  man  and  the  bad 
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hawe  *got  ooapled  ap  together  in  a  most  injarions  manner  to  the  first, 
until  the  whole  body  are  becoming  inyolred  in  disgrace* 

It  ia  too  true,  there  are  some  of  the  very  worst  men  about  Cowet 
erer  presuming  to  call  themselves  seamen;  hot  trace  them  throagh  their 
cireer  and  it  will  be  found  that  scarcely  one  of  tbem  ia  the  regular 
yacht  seaman  ;  but  one  oi  the  many  creeping-alongshore,  comer-infest- 
ing* street-curaing  crew,  who  are  not  only  a  disgrace  to  Cowes,  but  to 
every  authc»ity  which  tolerates  the  habits  they  so  often  display  to  the 
disgnst  of  every  visitor,   their  ladies  and  children.     I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  see  the  good  man  separated  from  the  bad,  because  it  cannot 
be  disputed   that  without  the  nautical  House  of  Lords  at  one  end,  and 
the  mechanical  House  of  Commons  at  the  other,  with  one  or  two  smaller 
connecting  links,  Cowes  would  soon  become  a  matter  of  rather  dubious 
instory,  and  it  is  therefore  the  more  important  to  set  Cowes  seamen  on 
a  fair  and  deserved  footing  with  their  noble  employers.     Now,  it  being 
generally  admitted  that  where  little  is  given  little  can  be  expected,  and, 
as  Jack's  wandering  habits  tend  to  make  that  little  less,  there  is  some 
apology  for  his  not  having  more  gratitude  for  kindness  shewn,  or  more 
lectitude  under  temptation  than  his  numerous  fellows  of  the  poorer 
c^Uoses.     And  most  certainly  some  years  ago  many  owners  did  their  best 
(or  rather  worst)  to  spoil  their  crews,  by  a  free-and-easy  association  with 
them  altogether  uncalled  for,  and  subversive  of  all  discipline  in  their 
ysMshts,  where  the  greatest  care  is  necessary  to  keep  content  and  harmony 
^  &  forecastle  with  six  or  a  do7.en  men  jammed  up  in  it,  yawning  more 
than  one-half  their  time  out  in  utter  "  vis  eneriia,'*  and  only  held  in 
«heek  by  the  immediate  propinquity  of  their  owner.     One  g^eat  cause 
<rf  ihe  organ  of  discord  creeping  into  yachts  is  this,  and  I  beg  all  owners 
pardons  for  mentioning  it,  but  its  importence  makes  it  necessary. 

An  owner  engages  his  master,  and  naturally  looks  to  him  for  the  carry- 
ing oat  of  the  full  discipline  of  his  yacht,  and  from  a  very  natural  dread 
^t  too  great  &miliarity  with  him  would  make  him  either  careless  or 
cheeky,  keeps  him  at  a  most  respectful  distance.  But,*as  the  master 
abips  his  crew,  and  he  is  held  responsible  for  their  good  conduct,  many 
owners  look  upon  them  as  jack  tors  in  the  abstract,  and  often  when  en- 
joying the  af^r-dinner  cigar  forward,  will  unconsciously  yield  to  a  free- 
dom of  conversation  with  their  foremost  men,  pleasant  for  the  moment, 
l>ot  too  much  for  Jack's  moral  perceptions,  who  says  at  once,  *'  Well, 
Mowed  if  the  owner  ainH  more  free  with  me  than  the  skipper  ;  and,  if  he 
eomes  any  more  of  his  fiinlt-finding  over  me,  I'm  blessed  if  I  stands  it" 
The  result  bang,  the  captain's  proper  pride  is  wounded  by  seeing  his 
men  treated  with  more  familiarity  than  himself,  and  the  man  does,  or 
^k)es  not,  obey  his  skipper's  orders,  in  proportion  to  their  being  pleasant 
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or  the  roTene.  It  seems  ver j  hard  that  a  man  may  not  with  impunity 
fraternise  with  a  real  **  British  Tar/'  and  that  Tar  his  own  ;  bat  it  re* 
solves  itself  into  simply  this— gentlemen  are  not  a  little  cantioas  how 
they  make  their  butlers  become  what  I  once  heard  a  nobleman  say  lue 
was  and  had  been  :  '*  An  excellent  servant  for  the  first  three  years,  an  in- 
di£Perent  friend  for  the  next  three,  and  an  insofferabie  tyrant  for  the  last 
three."  Footmen  are  of  course  out  of  the  question  ;  but  it  is  a  lament  • 
able  fact,  gained  by  more  than  forty  years'  experience,  that  "Jack,"  in 
the  aggregate,  is  more  ready  to  take  an  eli,  if  ye  yield  him  an  inch,  than 
any  other  class  of  men  I  know  ;  and  a  wholly  different  line  must  be 
taken  with  him  to  that  extended  to  a  valet  or  keeper ;  the  first  you  muti 
become  more  or  less  free  with,  and  the  last  you  do  so  with  from  oboioeb 
and,  on  a  par  with  your  best  pointer,  because  they  both  shew  ^ood 
breeding^  Of  course,  the  passing  kind  word  and  courteous  manner  of 
the  Gentleman  b  ever  most  salutary  to  Jack,  but  the  least  step  beyond 
that  spoils  him  ;  and  many  a  good  Cowes  man  has  formerly  been  petted 
and  made  much  of  until  he  has  become  too  big  for  his  clothes,  and  parted 
with  in  anger.*  The  grumblibg,  so  often  going  on  in  yachts'  forecastles 
simply  arises  from  the  occupants  having  ywy  little  else  to  do  than  get 
up  a  civil  growl  now  and  then,  sufficiently  subdued  not  to  be  heard  aft 
In  long  voyages  I  have  always  found  a  collection  of  old  books,  bought  at 
a  trifling  expense,  and  given  over  to  the  crew  to  pass  their  leisure  hours 
in  readily,  has  kept  up  a  degree  of  harmony  and  quiet  forward,  nothing 
else  would  produce^  and  such  a  measure  might  be  productive  of  good  in 
yachts  as  well.  What  is  most  injurious  to  the  Cowes  yachtsman  is  his 
winter  at  home.  If  staying  in  Cowes,  with  every  tenth  house  nearly  a 
beer  sh<^  and  which  he  sees  his  betters  nightly  frequenting,  he  ia  ex- 
posed to  a  force  of  temptation  he  cannot  resist,  and  becomes,  perhaps 
not  a  confirmed  drunkard,  but  the  habitual  frequenter  of  the  pot^house^ 
to  the  ruin  of  hunself,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  his  wife  and  family* 
Of  course  he  can  avoid  all  this  by  going  abroad  in  some  foreign-going 
ship  ;  but  the  <*  doloe  &miente"  of  a  yachting  life  makes  him  hate  the 
rough-and-tumble  work  of  the  hard-wrought  merchant  seaman,  and  he 
drags  through  his  winters  in  weary  profitless  indolence,  unless  lucky 
enough  to  get  a  berth  in  some  yacht  going  abroad  for  a  Mediterranean 
cruise.  I  really  think  that  something  might  be  done  towards  forming  a 
Seaman's  Society  in  Cowes,  whereby  a  better  state  of  matters  might  be 
produced ;  but  the  several  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  yachting 

*  There  are  of  course  exceptions  to  thii  mle,  where  the  fbremast  man  will 
never  borrow  o&nsively  on  any  familiarity  from  his  owner  or  fkmily,  but  this 
is  the  exception  :  75  times  out  of  100  the  opposite  result  becoming  painfUly 
prominent 


TWO  DAYS  AT  ILFRAOOMBB.  S45 

fljstem  at  Cowes  caa  odJj  be  remedied  by  the  owners  themaelves,  and 
never  was  there,  or  ever  will  be,  a  Committee  meeting  called  and  held 
at  the  Squadron,  of  snch  vital  importance  to  the  eomfort  of  the  noble- 
men composing  it»  as  the  one  which  will  thoroughly  enquire  into  and  set 
aside  many  of  the  vexatious  and  costly  irregularities  which  have  year 
after  year  grown  into  the  present  disreputable  reflectious  cast  on  Cowes 
skippers  and  their  crews.  Indeed,  it  is  with  yachting  precisely  as  with 
himtiog  or  any  other  amusement  of  a  costly  character  where  many  sub« 
otdinate  aids  are  called  into  play.  Unless  the  Master  mind  pervades  the 
whole  detail  of  expenditure  and  discipline,  quadrupled  expenses,  and 
considerable  firauds  will  arise,  for  which.  Who  is  most  to  blame  ?  Fur^ 
ther  this  deponent  sayeth  not. 


TWO  DAYS  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Tm  name  and  fame  of  Torquny,  the  queen  of  the  watering  places  of 
Devonshire,  is  probably  familiar  to  most  of  our  readers,  and  many  of 
them  may  have  seen  and  admired  its  picturesque  cliffs  and  gay  villas, 
and  the  landlocked  expanse  of  its  spacious  bay.  Not  so  generally 
known,  though  almost  as  beautiful,  is  the  pretty  town  of  Ilfraoombe, 
sitaated  on  the  soathem  shores  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  and  within  a 
lew  miles  of  the  finest  scenery  in  North  Devon.  Last  autumn  we 
spent  a  oonple  of  days  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  enjoyed 
them  so  much,  that  we  shall  be  glad  if  a  recital  of  our  experience 
should  iadoee  oUiers  to  purchase  a  similar  pleasure,  by  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  romantic  cli£b  and  headlands  of  North  Devon,  its  green  hills  ^potted 
with  golden  gorse  and  purple  heather,  and  its  narrow  verdant  lanes,  with 
hedgerows  so  lofty  that  they  shut  out  all  but  a  glimpse  of  blue  summer 
sky  flecked  with  fleecy  clouds. 

We  had  come  from  Torquay  round  the  Lands  End  ;  but,  instead  of 
experiencing  the  stormy  weather  which  makes  that  promontory  the 
diead  of  sailors,  we  suffered  from  constant  tantalizing  calms.  Scarcely 
a  breath  stirred  ;  and  we  were  grilled  by  the  sun,  which  shone  with  tro- 
pical ardoor  from  a  eloudless'sky.  The  deck  of  our  little  vessel  was 
insnpportable,  and  the  heat  below  was  stifling.  Even  bitter  beer  had 
lest  its  flavour.  It  was  tiresome  to  bathe  more  than  twice  a  day  ;  and 
the  waters  of  the  Bristol  Channel  were  gradually  becoming  tepid  ;  so 
that,  when  we  at  kst  came  in  sight  of  Ilfracombe,  after  four  weary  days 
spent  in  sailing,  or  rather  drifting,  100  miles,  we  received  the  red  faced 
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pilot,  who  came  oat  of  the  harbour  to  shew  us  the  way  in,  with  a  cor- 
diality which  ought  to  have  been  flatteriog  to  the  ancient  Palinonu. 

The  tide  at  Ilfracombe  rises  22  feet»  and  the  harbour  u  merely  a  tidal 
one  ;  so  that,  at  low  water,  our  vessel  lay  in  the  mud  alongside  a  wall 
which  rose  about  a  dozen  feet  above  her,  and  firom  which  the  prome- 
naders  on  the  quay  could  overlook  her  deck,  peer  through  the  cabin  sky- 
light, and  ascertain  everything  that  was  doing  on  board,  from  who  was 
shaving,  to  what  was  preparing  for  dinner.  A  ladder  not  beiog  an 
ordinary  part  of  a  cutter's  equipment,  it  was  a  feat  of  difficulty  and 
danger  at  such  periods  to  effect  a  landing,  till,  at  last,  we  hit  upon  the 
following  ingenious  device.  The  person  wishing  to  land  seated  himself 
astride  upon  the  cutter's  mainboom,  the  boom  was  then  raised  by  haul- 
ing upon  the  topping-lifts  till  it  was  a  little  above  the  level  of  the  quay, 
when  the  msun  sheet  was  slackened,  and  the  boom  with  its  burden  gra- 
dually allowed  to  move  landward  till  it  rested  above  the  quay,  and  the 
rider  had  safely  dismounted  on  terra  Jirma.  This  process  had  the 
•  double  advantage  of  being  useful  to  us,  and  entertaining  to  the  natives, 
who  used  to  watch  it  with  a  pleasure  that  could  only  have  been  en- 
hanced by  one  of  us  slipping  from  his  lofty  perch,  into  the  tenacious 
mud  of  their  abominable  harbour. 

After  seeing  our  vessel  safely  moored,  we  landed  and  proceeded  to 
to  visit  the  town,  glad  to  stretch  our  legs  after  four  days  confinement  u 
such  narrow  limits.     Ilfracombe  is  a  long  straggliug  place,  built  along 
a  valley  sheltered  from  the  sea  by  a  line  of  hills  and  headlands,  conspi- 
cuous among  which  are  the  seven  sharp  summits  known  as  the  "  Tors, 
sloping  steeply  up  from  the  shores  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  and  stretch- 
ing westward  of  the  town  to  the  beautiful  little  village  of  Lee  nestled 
among  shady  green  lanes.     Above  the  deep  indentation  that  forms  the 
harbour  of  Ilfracombe,  rises  a  conical  rock  called  Flagstaff  Hill,  which 
commands  a  series  of  beautiful  views  of  the  town  and  harbour,  the  Tors» 
and  the  broad  blue  bosom  of  the  Bristol  Channel.     A  number  of  patb 
wind  round  the  sides  of  this  hill,  which  is  the  favorite  resort  oi  the 
fashionables  of  Ilfracombe.     We  found  a  good  band  playing,  and  nume- 
rous groups  of  gaily  dressed  people  strolling  along  the  walks,  and  occu- 
pying the  seats  which  are  both  numerous  and  well  placed ;  indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  anywhere  a  more  picturesque  marine  prome- 
nade than  that  possessed  by  Ilfracombe  in  Flagstaff  Hill. 

Leaving  the  gay  groups  of  promenaders,  we  continued  our  walk  to 
the  westward,  until  we  came  to  a  tunnel  in  the  rocks  tliat  separate  the 
valley  in  which  IKracombe  is  built  from  the  sea.  On  payment  ot  « 
penny  to  the  porteress  who  keeps  watch  at  the  opening,  we  were  p«r* 
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ndtted  to  enter ;  and,  after  proceeding  for  a  considerable  distance 
tfaroo^h  the  bowels  of  the  rock,  emerged  into  the  bracing  open  air  of 
the  sea  shore.  Here  one  path,  strictly  guarded  against  the  intrusion  of 
the  ruder  sex,  leads  to  a  sandy  bay  appropriated  as  a  bathing  place  for 
the  ladles  of  Ilfracombe  ;  while  another  path  conducts  to  a  small,  rock- 
^rdled  cove,  reserved  for  the  gentlemen.  In  fact,  both  these  sheltered 
bays,  formerly  inaccessible  except  from  the  sea,  have  been  converted 
into  capital  bathing  places,  in  despite  of  Nature,  by  the  formation^of  this 
tonnel  through  the  rocks  that  overhang  them.  After  repassing  the 
tannel,  we  ascended  two  of  the  Tors,  and  then,  keeping  along  a  path 
cot  in  the  face  of  the  clifis,  at  length  reached  the  pretty  little  village  of 
Lee,  occupying  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  valley,  where  the  Tors  slope  down 
to  the  sea  shore.  We  returned  by  another  road,  and  almost  lost  our- 
selves among  the  shady  lanes  round  Lee  ;  but,  at  last,  after.a  long  day's 
ramble,  found  our  way  back  to  the  cutter.  Near  Ilfracombe,  we  passed 
a  Fernery  kept  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dad,  where  we  saw  a  great 
variety  of  ferns  for  sale.  The  neighbourhood  is  rich  in  ferns,  and  the 
eoUecdon  at  this  Femeiy  is  very  complete. 

The  following  day  was  bright  and  warm,  and  we  determined  on  ex- 
ploring part  of  the  coast  between  Ilfracombe  and  Lynton,  which,  ia 
point  of  boldness  and  variety  of  outline,  and  richness  of  coloring,  cannot 
be  surpassed  in  any  part  of  England.   There  are  lofty  precipices  of  grey 
or  purple  rock  shooting  up  from  the  sea,  and  often  half  covered  with 
creeping  plants  ;   green  hills,  rough  with  furze,  sloping  down  to  quiet 
bays  ;  and  clear  mountain  streams  rushing  through  narrow  glens.     We 
started  early,  determined  to  make  the  most  of  our  last  day  at  Ilfracombe. 
At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  town,  at  the  corner  of  a  field  near  the 
road,  we  came  upon  a  pen  full  of  donkies — there  must  have  been  at 
least  forty  of  the  long-eared  race—ready  saddled  for  the  road.     They 
were  guarded  by  a  host  of  women  and  boys,  who  raised  a  deafening 
clamour  as  we  passed,  praising  the  good  qualities  of  their  quadrupeds, 
a^d  enlarging  upon  the  superior  advantages  of  travelling  on  donkey- 
back,  over  trudging  on  foot.   The  only  effect  of  the  uproar  was  to  make 
us  qtuckan  our  pace,  and  women  and  donkies  were  soon  left  far  behind. 
Leaving  the  high  road,  we  took  the  path  that  leads  round  the  fort 
of  Helesborough,  a  steep  and  picturesque   hill  to  the  east  of  Ilfra- 
combe harbour,  crowned  by  one  of  these  curious  old  earthworks  termed 
cliff  castles.*     At  its  foot>  looking  out  upon  a  beautiftil  sequestered  cove, 

*  This  name  has  been  given  to  several  headlands  in  Cornwall  and  Devon- 
shire, which  have  heen  isolated  from  the  mainland  hy  entrenchments  of  earth 
or  stones,    Th^  are  supposed  to  have  been  fortresses  of  the  ancient  Britons. 
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18  the  pretty  little  village  of  Hele.  From  Hele,  we  followed  the  tivck 
that  winds  along  the  clifis,  at  first  passing  through  shady  lanes  between 
tall  hedgerows,  and  then  emerging  upon  the  smooth  elastic  turf  that 
clothes  the  summit  of  the  rocks.  After  about  an  hour's  walking,  we 
reached  Watermouth,  where  the  sea  has  broken  through  the  low  rocky 
harrier  that  here  defends  the  coast,  and>  at  high  water,  forms  a  long 
narrow  harbour  sheltered  from  every  wind  except  the  north-west. 
Sloping  down  to  the  shores  of  this  quiet  haven,  is  a  smooth-shaven  lawn, 
overshadowed  on  one  side  by  a  mass  of  dark  wood,  in  front  of  which 
stands  the  gothic  mansion  of  Watermouth,  commenced  about  forty  yean 
ago  by  the  father  of  the  present  proprietor,  and  still  unfinished.  It  is  a 
stately  and  imposing  building,  and,  for  natural  beau^  of  situation,  can 
scarcely  be  surpassed. 

Ascending  from  the  shore  by  a  steep  path  through  fields  and  green 
lanes,  we  directed  our  course  to  the  village  of  Combe  Martin  ;  and, 
striking  off  to  the  left,  soon  af^er  entering  it,  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  Great  Hangman,  a  lofty  hill,  towering  1,083  feet  above  Combe 
Martin  bay.  On  its  lower  slopes,  we  passed  for  some  miles  throng 
green  lanes  so  narrow,  that,  in  several  places,  the  brambles  and  hasel 
bushes  met  overhead  in  a  leafy  archway,  that  formed  a  most  agreeable 
shelter  from  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Higher  up,  we  crossed  some  fielda, 
and  then  found  ourselves  on  the  verge  of  the  cli£Bi,  and  near  the  somniit 
of  the  Little  Hangman.  On  this  hill  stands  a  huge  stone,  serving  as  a 
boundary  mark  of  Combe  Martin  parish,  to  which  the  following  stovy 
is  attached.  A  thief  had  stolen  a  sheep,  and,  in  order  to  cany  it  off 
more  conveniently,  had  tied  it  with  a  rope  which  he  passed  round  his 
own  neck.  Wearied  with  his  burden  he  stopped  on  this  stone  to  resi^ 
when  the  sheep,  making  a  struggle  to  escape^  slipped  over  the  edge  of 
the  stone  and  fairly  hanged  his  captor. 

The  seaward  slope  of  the  ridge  connecting  the  Great  and  Little 
Hangman  is  very  steep  and  covered  with  turf,  but  the  top  of  the  Great 
Hangman  is  clothed  with  stunted  heather.  On  reaching  it,  we  found 
that  our  view,  in  one  direction,  was  completely  intercepted  by  the  higlier 
summit  of  Holstone  Barrow,  separated  from  where  we  stood  by  a  deep 
and  precipitous  gorge  descending  almost  to  the  level  of  the  sea  ;  and  we 
therefore  resolved  to  make  at  once,  by  the  shortest  road,  for  the  top  of 
that  hill,  where  our  view  would  be  uninterrupted.  Accordingly,  wm 
dashed  down  one  side  of  the  gorge,  and  reached  the  bottom  safely,  after 
a  good  many  tumbles  on  the  smooth  slippery  turf.  Here  we  paused  for 
a  few  minutes  by  the  side  of  a  clear  sparkling  rivulet^  and  then  reso- 
lutely commenced  the  steep  ascent  that  lay  between  us  and  the  cairn  on 
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the   top  of  Holftone  Banow.     The  heat  of  Uie  noonday  ran  and  the 
abraptneaa  of  ^he  slope  rendered  this  yery  &tigiuDg  ;  hut  at  length  we 
reached  the  snmmit,  and  were  amply  rewarded  by  a  magnificent  and 
extenaiye  view  oyer  some  of  the  finest  scenery  in  North  Deyon.   Of  this 
by  far  the  most  striking  feature  was  the  long  range  of  coast  between 
IHraoombe   and  Lynton   with  its  noble  headlands  so  commanding  in 
height,  so  marvellously  varied  in  outline,  so  diversified  in  colour.     Some 
Yelled  with  a  thin  blue  haze,  others  almost  black  in  depth  of  shadow, 
and  others  again,  closer  at  hand,  shewing  gorgeous  tints  of  brown  and 
ptirple  as  the  sunbeams  smote  upon  their  craggy  sides.     Then  there 
were  the  fields  bright  with  the  golden  glow  of  harvest,  and  the  sheltered 
wooded  yallies  of  the  undulating  country  behind  Combe  Martin  and 
Ilfracombe  ;  the  distant  and  elevated  tract  of  Exmoor,  of  which  the  hill 
on  which  we  stood  is  one  of  the  buttresses  ;  and,  still  further  o£P,  the 
wild  sterile  region  of  Dartmoor  and  the  blue  range  of  hills  beyond 
Barnstaple. 

After  some  time  spent  in  enjoying  this  splendid  and  varied  prospect^ 
we  set  out  out  on  our  return  walk  to  Illiracombe  ;  but,  in  order  to  vary 
onr  route,  and  see  as  much  of  the  country  as  possible,  we  followed  the 
high  road  instead  of  the  path  along  the  cliffs  which  we  had  taken  in  the 
morning.  The  road  from  Holstone  Barrow  to  Combe  Martin  is  exceed- 
nigly  steep,  and  if  the  horses  in  the  neighbourhood  were  to  be  consulted^ 
it  would  be  summarily  condemned  and  closed.  To  us  it  still  remains  a 
mysteiy  how  loaded  carts  are  ever  dragged  up  the  ascent.  Near  the 
entrance  to  Combe  Martin  there  is  a  fine  avenue  of  tall  wych  elm  trees, 
which,  when  we  passed,  were  covered  with  dark  green  foliage  down 
almost  to  the  ground.  As  to  the  village  itself— -famous  since  the  time 
of  Edward  the  first  for  its  silver-lead  mines— it  is  an  immensely  long 
straggling  place,  possessing  extension  without  breadth,  which  we  thought 
we  should  never  get  to  the  end  of.  It  abounds  in  Inns,  of  which  the 
most  remarkable  is  a  curious  old  building,  generally  known  as  the  Pack 
of  Cards,  horn  its  resemblance  to  those  pasteboard  houses  built  by 
chiUren.  Here  we  lunched,  and  beg  to  record  for  the  benefit  of  future 
pedestrians,  that,  though  the  eatables  might  have  been  better,  the  beer 
provided  was  of  first  rate  excellence. 

But  we  must  not  leave  Combe  Martin  without  mentioning  its  fine  old 
gothic  church  with  its  lofty  and  beautiful  tower,  built  of  a  reddish  co- 
loured stone,  so  hard  that  it  still  looks  as  if  fresh  from  the  mason *s 
chisel.  The  deep,  narrow,  hill-girdled  bay  that  runs  up  to  the  village 
is  also  worthy  of  notice,  as  it  possesses  singular  natural  advantages, 
and  might,  without  much  difficulty   or    expense,    be  converted    into 
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a  secure  harbour — a  thing  much  needed  on  this  exposed  and  stonny 
coast — as  there  is* a  long  reef  of  rocks  so  placed,  thai,  hj  ardficial 
additions,  it  might  be  turned  into  a  most  efficient  breakwater. 

The  high  road  between  Combe  Martin  and  Ilfracombe  passes  over  a 
series  of  heights  and  hollows,  and,  for  a  high  road,  is  Tcry  picturesqae, 
now  dipping  down  into  green,  well- wooded  vallies,  where  the  blue  smoke 
from  the  cottage  roofs  curls  up  through  the  trees,  and  then  ascending 
breezy  hills,  from  which  glimpses  of  bold  headlands,  and  blue  sea  gladden 
the  eye.  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  to  be  recommended  to  short- 
winded  pedestrians,  as  the  frequent  ascents  are  rather  trying,  espedally 
at  the  end  of  a  long  day^s  journey.  On  our  way  back,  we  paned 
through  the  parish  of  Berrynarbor,  the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated 
John  Jewel,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  author  of  that  "  Apology  of  the  Chureh 
of  England"  which  so  delighted  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  she  commanded 
it  to  be  read  and  chained  up  in  eyery  church  within  her  kingdom*  In 
the  Tillage  of  Berrynarbor  there  is  a  church  with  a  handsome  tower  ; 
and,  not  far  from  the  churchyard^  stands  one  of  the  most  curious  man- 
sions in  DcTonshire,  originally  built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fonrtih. 
The  exterior  is  richly  decorated  with  carvings  in  stone,  friezes,  mould- 
ings, and  the  arms  of  Plantagenet  and  Bonrille.  Some  years  ago,  many 
of  these  were  removed  by  the  proprietor,  the  late  Mr.  Basset,  of  Water- 
mouth,  and  employed  to  ornament  a  building  he  had  erected  in  his 
garden ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  piece  of  vandalism,  the  old  mansion 
house  of  Berrynarbor  still  remains  a  choice  and  beautiful  specimen  of 
medittval  domestic  architecture. 

We  reached  Ilfracombe  late  in  the  afternoon,  heated,  dusty,  and 
somewhat  tired  after  our  eight  hours'  ramble,  but  only  regretting  tbat 
our  engagements  did  not  permit  us  to  explore  more  thoroughly  the 
beautiful  and  romantic  scenery,  of  which  a  couple  of  days  walking  had 
given  us  but  an  imperfect  and  general  idea.  A.  Y. 


INSTITUTION  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTS,*— IfarcA  Ui. 

Thb  Chairman  then  called  upon  the  Rev.  Joseph  Woolley,  L.L.D.,  F.it.A.8., 
Vice-President  I.N.A.,  to  read  the  Paper  which  he  had  undertaken  to 
furnish, ''  On  the  Present  State  of  the  Mathematical  Theory  of  Naval 
Architecture,'*  of  which  the  following  is  a  very  brief  abstract:— 

The  Author  commenced  by  remarking  that  the  subject  of  bis  paper  wis  qpe 
of  very  considerable  magnitude,  and  he  could  pretend  to  do  nothlog  more 

•  Continued  firom  page  216. 
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tiiaii  give  a  yery  imperfect  sketch  of  it,  although,  for  the  sake  of  the  science 
of  Naval  Architecture,  he  wished  it  were  more  extensive  than  it  is.  Some 
of  the  most  important  and  interesting  problems  in  that  science  have  hitherto 
eluded  the  grasp  of  the  geometer  and  the  physicist,  and  one  of  the  many 
benefits  which  are  to  he  looked  for  from  the  Institution  then  inaugurated 
was  a  more  systematic  inquiry  into  the  laws  of  nature  on  which  the  motions 
of  a  ▼eeael  at  sea  depend  than  has  hitherto  been  attempted,  llie  discovery 
of  these  laws  has  hitherto  been  the  great  and  insurmountable  difficulty. 
Still,  the  practice  of  Naval  Architecture  owes  more  to  mathematical  investi- 
gation than  might  be  inferred  from  the  very  limited  number  of  problems 
direetly  affecting  the  forms  of  ships  which  scientific  inquiry  has  furnished. 
£Teo  theories  founded  on  laws  known  to  be  more  or  less  unsound  have  done, 
and  continue  to  do,  good  service,  by  preserving  the  shipbuilder  from  errors 
of  a  grave  kind,  and  guiding  him  to  the  construction  of  vessels  having  a  &ir 
aiiare  of  the  good  qualities  required. 

The  late  Mr.  Creuze,  in  his  treatise  on  Naval  Architecture,  which  formed 
the  article  on  shipbuilding  in  the  Encyclopadia  Britcaadoa^  claims  for  theory 
a  completeness  to  which  it  is  hardly  entitled.  Future  progress  in  the  science 
must  be  accomplished  by  bringing  sound  mechanical  principles  to  bear  on 
snch  data  as  experiment  and  observation  may  furnish.  Nothing  can  com- 
pensate the  designer  of  ships  for  the  want  of  a  sound  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  mechanics.  In  the  absence  of  such  knowledge  he  can  at  best 
.  be  but  a  servile  imitator  of  existing  modeh.  Whenever  in  any  country  the 
majority  of  the  designers  of  ships  are  of  this  class,  the  practice  of  shipbuild- 
ing must  there  on  the  whole  be  stationary,  and  that  country  must  be  content 
to  see  her  ships  surpassed  by  those  of  another  where  science  is  in  more  re- 
quesL  It  is  notorious  that  such  was  the  case  in  this  country  during  the 
wars  of  the  French  revolution.  The  French  ships  were  then  generally  very 
superior  to  ours.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  may  never  occur  again.  The 
only  sure  means  of  preventing  it  is  the  study  of  Mechanics  (including  in  this 
term  Hydrostatics  and  Hydrodynamics),  and  a  high  standard  of  scientific 
attainments  in  our  professional  naval  architects.  The  indirect  advantages  of 
a  scientific  training  are  often  even  more  valuable  than  the  direct ;  the  Author 
was  sure  that  the  experience  of  many  of  the  members  of  the  Institution  of 
Naval  Architects  would  fully  corroborate  that  assertion. 

In  urging  the  consideration  that  the  mere  practical  designer  of  ships  is 
more  beholden  to  the  labours  of  men  of  science  than  he  cares  to  acknow- 
ledge, or  is  even  conscious  of,  the  Author  remarked  that  scientific  facts,  and 
rules  based  on  them,  when  once  established,  pass  immediately  into  the  do- 
main of  practice,  and  may  be  applied  with  absolute  certainty  of  success  by 
persons  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  they  are  founded. 
Thus  the  designer  of  a  vessel  would  be  thought  mad  if  he  were  not  to  ascer- 
tain beforehand  the  displacement  of  his  proposed  vessel  at  a  given  draught, 
and  the  position  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  displacement.  To  acquire 
this  knowledge  he  has  only  to  make  certain  measurements  in  his  plan,  and 
to  apply  an  easy  arithmetical  rule ;  and  yet  it  is  an  undoubted  truth  that  the 
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exact  determination  of  theae  elements,  which  are  now  within  every  ooe*s 
reach,  would  have  been  impoesible  but  for  the  reaearches  of  mathemm- 

ticiana. 

The  Author  next  glanced  at  those  sources  of  information  which  are  most 
accessible  to  the  English  naval  architect,  and  from  which  the  prevailing 
notions  are  mainly  derived.  He  noticed  but  very  briefly  the  works  of  Bon- 
guer,  Romme,  and  Don  Juan  D*Ulloa,  because,  however  useful  in  their  daj, 
and  marking  as  they  do  a  considerable  advance  in  the  science,  they  are  un- 
likely to  attract  much  of  the  attention  of  the  modem  student.  Thoae  of 
their  investigations  which  have  stood  the  test  of  time  have  appeared  in  other 
works  in  a  more  modern  form.  Leonard  Euler's  celebrated  work  was*  how- 
ever, one  which  would  still  well  repay  perusal.  The  treatise  by  Henri  de 
Chapman,  chief  shipbuilder  of  the  Swedish  navy,  which  was  transUted  into 
French  by  M.  Vial  de  Clairbois,  and  into  English  by  the  late  Dr.  Inman, 
had  attained,  the  Author  considered,  a  higher  reputation  than  its  intricsic 
merit  entitled  it  to.  Its  investigations  on  many  important  poinu  were 
unsound  and  obscure,  and  of  very  little  scientific  value.  The  papers  on 
Naval  Architecture,  conducted  by  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Creuase,  formerly 
pupils  of  the  School  of  Naval  Architecture  in  Portsmouth  Dockyard,  con- 
tained many  valuable  contributions,  and  several  most  serviceable  translations 
from  foreign  writers.  The  Baron  Dupin*s  work,  published  in  1822,  exhausts 
the  question  of  **  stability,"  so  far  as  hydrostatic  conditions  are  coocemed, 
and  is  well  worthy  the  careful  study  of  every  student  of  Naval  Architecture. 
Creuze's  treatise,  already  mentioned,  may  be  considered  as  especially  valu- 
able, inasmuch  as  it  shows  the  state  of  the  science  of  Naval  Architecture  in 
this  country  up  to  a  very  recent  period.  Canon  Moseley*s  paper  on  Dyna- 
mical Stability,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions — Lord  Robert  Montagu *8 
small  treatise — and  the  volume  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  New  York,  were  noticed 
in  succession.  Mr,  Scott  Russell's  Wave  Line  Theory  was  also  briefly 
adverted  to,  (the  Author  congratulating  the  Institution  on  the  prospect 
which .  they  had  of  speedily  listening  to  an  ample  exposition  of  that  theory 
from  the  lips  of  its  distinguished  originator. 

The  Author  next  gave  an  account  of  those  elements  of  construction  which 
science  Airnishes  to  the  naval  architect.  **  Displacement"  was  the  element 
first  considered.  After  expounding  the  mathematical  origin  of  the  well- 
known  rules  for  calculating  the  displacement,  and  the  position  of  its  centre 
of  gravity,  the  Author  gave  an  account  of  the  new  rule  discovered  by  himself 
some  few  years  since,  by  means  of  which  the  displacement  may  be  calculated 
in  a  very  brief  and  simple  way  and  without  any  sacrifice  of  accuracy. 

The  "  Curve  of  Vertical  Sections"  was  next  adverted  to.  This  curve  has 
been  proposed  for  use  in  various  forms.  It  is  supposed,  for  instance,  that 
by  its  fairness,  or  the  reverse,  the  fairness  of  the  body  of  \he  ship  may  be 
estimated.  In  this  way  it  is  now  applied,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Moor- 
som,  to  test  the  correctness  of  the  measurements  and  calculations  employed 
in  obtaining  the  registered  tonnage  of  ships  at  the  Custom-house,  and  it  will 
doubtless  answer  well  enough  for  this  purpose.    But  the  Author  was  in- 
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formed  by  a  (^tlemfto,  who  has  had  occaaioQ  to  calculate  the  elements  of  a 
great  Domber  of  sblpe,  that  this  carve  is  not  so  uoerriog  a  guide  as  many 
sappose.  Chapman  applied  the  same  curve  to  the  coostruction  of  all  ships 
of  a  like  class;  hut  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  short  cut  like  this  would  not 
be  more  injurious  than  useful  in  the  long  run— creating,  as  it  does,  a  system 
of  quasi-scientific  construction,  which  only  tends  to  stereotype  a  certain 
model,  and  to  check  improvement. 

The  Author  next  came  to  the  subject  of  "  Stability*"  which  may  now  be 
eonaidered  of  two  kiiids— ^statical  and  dynamical.    He  entered  at  length  into 
the  connderation  of  both  these  divisions,  dwelling  upon  the  important  pro- 
perties  of  the  <*  Locus  of  the  Centres  of  Buoyancy'*  and  the  "  Sur&ce  of 
Flotations"  in  treating  the  former  division,  and  critically  examining  Canon 
Mooeley's  paper  In  ^the  PhUotophical  TrmuacHonM  in  his  remarks  on  the 
latter  division.     The  laws  and  conditions  which  regulate  the  ^  rolling"  of 
ships  were  here  investigated,  the  Author  remarking  that  the  scientific  con- 
structor would  do  well,  not  to  confine  his  investigations  to  mere  formuls 
derived  from  analytical  processes,  or  to  inference  drawn  from  them,  but 
rather  to  examine  from  first  principles,  and  in  a  more  geometrical  method, 
the  several  elements  on  which  stability  may  be  made  to  depend.    Mr.  Scott 
Russell,  he  understood,  had  always  treated  stability  in  this  geometrictl  way; 
his  (Mr.  Russeirs)  method  possessing  certain  advantages  which  were  pointed 
oqL     It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  although  the  principle 
transverse   section  must  always  be  an  important  element  in  a  vessel,  yet 
inferences  drawn  from  the  character  of  that  section  alone,  if  applied  at  once 
to  the  whole  vessel,  would  frequently  be  very  wide  of  the  mark«    Further,  it 
ia  not  known  how  far  the  conclusions  arrived  at  as  to  the  motions  of  a  vessel 
iu  still  water  (and  in  the  ordinary  investigations  motions  in  still  water  only 
are  considered)  are  applicable  under  the  circumstances  of  a  ship  at  sea. 
Hitherto,  the  exact  effects  of  a  disturbed  state  of  the  fluid  in  modifying  the 
motions  of  ships  at  sea  have  eluded  the  grasp  of  the  calculator.    It  has  been 
on  all  bands  tacitly  assumed  in  all  systematic  Treatises  that  this  disturbing 
element  operates  only  as  a  modifier  of  the  motion  in  still  water,  and  not  as 
involving  entirely  new  conditions.    There  have  not,  however,  been  wanting 
persons  lately  who  have  stoutly  maintained  a  contrary  hypothesis,  and  who 
have  even  gone  to  the  length  of  contending  that  the  very  provisions  which 
are  made  Ibr  the  good  qualities  of  the  ship  in  still  water,  operate  to  a  con- 
trary efifect  in  disturbed  water.    This  the  Author,  for  one,  could  hardly 
conceive  to  be  true.    Still,  he  would  be  far  from  asserting  that  we  can 
confidently  affirm  we  are  in  a  position  to  predict  the  behaviour  of  a  ship  in 
an  agitated  sea  from  our  knowledge  of  how  she  would  certainly  behave  in  a 
waveless,  untroubled  sea.    After  considering  the  question  at  issue  somewhat 
in  detail,  the  Author  says  this  is  a  subject  on  which  it  is  possible  that  a 
deeper  insight  into  the  constitution  of  waves  than  has  hitherto  been  gene- 
rally attained  may  throw  considerable  light.    Mr.  Scott  Russell's  experi- 
ments have  established  a  relation  between  the  work  done  on  a  certain  mass 
of  fluid  allowed  to  fall  in  a  certain  space  and  the  wave  which  it  produces. 
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These  and  similar  considerations  may  ultimately  be  deyeloped  into  each  a 
form  as  may  enable  the  naval  architect  to  take  into  foil  account  the  effect  of 
a  disturbed  state  of  the  water  on  the  stability  and  other  elements  o(  a  Teasel 
floating  in  it.  In  the  meantime  we  are  much  in  want  of  facts  bearing  on 
these  points ;  actual  experience  at  sea  is  more  yaloable  here  than  all  a  priori 
considerations  or  experiments  made  on  small  models.  The  Author  was 
inclined  to  think  that  no  nayal  architect's  education  can  be  considered  com- 
plete until  he  has  gained  some  experience  at  sea. 

In  all  the  remaining  problems  which  affect  the  qualities  of  ships,  the 
*'  Resistance"  of  the  fluid  plays  an  important  part.  The  Author,  therefore, 
next  set  forth  the  laws  of  fluid  resistance  which  were  supposed  to  hold  in 
£uler*s  time,  together  with  those  subsequently  derived  fVom  the  experiments 
of  D'Alembert,  Bossut«  and  Condorcet  about  1775.  He  observes  that  one 
of  the  laws  deduced  fVom  the  last-named  experiments,  viz.,  that  the  reaist- 
ances  experienced  by  a  surface  moved  with  different  velocities  in  a  fluid 
vary  nearly  as  the  squares  of  the  velocities — has  been  proved  inaccurate 
by  recent  experiments.  There  is  reason  to  conclude  from  facts  which  have 
lately  been  brought  to  light,  by  a  comparison  of  the  performances  of  eteam 
vessels  moving  at  high  velocities  with  the  horse-powers  of  the  propelling 
engines,  that  the  resistances  at  considerable  speeds  vary  more  neariy  as  the 
cubes  of  the  velocities.  If  the  resistances  varied  as  the  squares,  the  horse- 
power would  of  necessity  vary  as  the  cubes  of  the  velocities ;  but  it  has  been 
found  to  vary  much  more  nearly  as  the  fourth  power,  which  implies  a  resist* 
ance  varying  as  the  cube.  After  deploring  our  ignorance  of  so  much  that 
we  require  to  know  respecting  the  laws  of  fluid  resistance,  and  particularly 
our  inability  to  assign  proper  positions,  both  in  a  longitudinal  and  vertical 
sense,  to  the  centres  of  effort  of  the  sails  of  ships,  and  consequently  to  the 
masts,  and  after  considering  also  the  conditions  on  which  the  **  Ardency'' 
and  some  other  qualities  of  vessels  depend,  the  Author  refers  to  the  rapid 
introduction  of  the  '*  fine-bow**  of  late  years,  and  to  the  various  opinions 
entertained  respecting  it.  Differences  of  opinion  on  this  and  other  cognate 
questions  arise,  he  considers,  from  the  facts  that  experiments  have  usually 
been  made  on  small  models  only — all  differing  essentially  from  any  actual 
form  ever  given  to  a  ship,  and  that  such  experiments  are  not  to  be  depended 
on.  The  best  models  for  experiments  are  vessels  of  full  size,  and  subject  to 
all  the  conditions  of  ships,  the  most  reliable  being  those  furnished  by  actual 
experience  of  the  performance  of  well-known  ships. 

In  conclusion,  the  Author  remarked  that  one  thing  strongly  impressed 
itself  on  his  mind  while  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  his  paper,  and  that 
was,  how  very  little  is  really  known  and  fixed  compared  with  that  which  is 
unknown,  and  awaiting  for  its  solution  the  discovery  of  those  natural  laws 
which  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  hitherto  eluded  our  grasp.  The  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  showed  how  much  need  there  exists  for  such  an  Institu- 
tion as  that  which  ihcy  were  then  inaugurating,  which  may  collect  all  the 
little  rilla  of  scientific  inquiry  and  direct  them  into  one  great  stream,  which 
may  gather  strength  and  depth  as  it  flows  on,  and  finally  expand  into  a  very 
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ocean  of  scientific  truth.  Another  inference,  also,  was  to  be  drawn— thai 
while  so  much  is  inexact  in  the  theory  of  Naval  Arcbitectare,  and  on  so  many 
points  nothing  but  general  considerations  can  be  brought  to  bear,  how  very 
essential  it  is  for  naval  architects  to  become  imbued  largely  with  the  spirit 
of  philosophical  inquiry.  Were  the  science  of  N  aval  Architecture  more  exact 
than  it  is,  it  might  be  better  permitted  to  the  professors  of  the  art  to  be  less 
of  geometers  and  mechanicians ;  for  whatever  is  absolutely  fixed  on  scientific 
principles  soon  takes  the  form  of  a  rule,  which  requires  nothing  beyond  mere 
experience  for  its  correct  application .  When,  however,  the  constructor  is 
to  be  gmded,  not  by  rule,  but  by  principles,  how  ineffable  the  importance  of 
being  thoroughly  acquainted  with  those  principles  in  all  their  breadth  and 
depth,  and  with  all  their  limitations  ! 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Woolley*8  paper,  the  Churman 
called  npon  J.  Scott  Rossell,  Esq.,  f.b.s^,  Vice-President,  ln.a.,  to 
read  the  first  part  of  his  Paper^-"  On  the  Wave  Line  Theory,"  of 
-which  the  following  is  a  very  condensed  abstract  :  — 

The  Author  considered  it  a  matter  of  strict  and  imperative  duty  to  respond 
cheerfolly  to  the  application  made  to  him  by  the  founders  of  the  Institution 
by  reading  a  paper  on  what  had  been  called  the  *'  Wave  Line  Theory  of 
Construction  of  Ships,'*  or  the  "  Wave  Water  Line."  He  did  so  because  he 
thoogbt  the  profession  was  to  be  congratulated  (as  the  Chairman,  indeed, 
bad  congratulated  them),  upon  the  formation  of  an  Institution  into  which 
every  one  of  them  would  bring  all  the  stores  of  knowledge  which  his  profes- 
sional experience  had  ^ven  him,  and  where  each  would  freely  and  heartily 
communicate  all  he  knew  for  the  benefit  of  the  science  and  art  which  they 
cultivated.  There  was  not  one  of  them  who  had  not  in  the  long  course  of 
bis  experience  come  to  know  something  better  than  other  members  of  the 
profession,  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  by  coming  together  in  that  way  each 
would  gain  as  much  as  he  could  give. 

The  only  reluctance  which  the  Author  felt  on  the  subject  arose  from  the 
feeling  that  a  principle,  which  he  observed  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  and  fully 
published  in  the  transactions  of  the  scientific  societies  as  soon  as  it  was 
yerified,  and  which  many  of  his  brethren  had  done  him  the  honour  to  exem- 
plify in  their  works,  could  now  be  scarcely  said  to  possess  the  interest  of 
noyelty.  Bnt,  as  their  notices  had  been  scattered  over  many  places,  and 
appeared  at  different  times,  and  as  no  united  or  systematic  account  had  erer 
yet  been  given  of  the  wave  principle,  he  bad  been  assured  that  the  meeting 
would  listen  to  such  an  account  with  patience,  and  not  without  interest. 
He  was  proud,  therefore,  to  lay  before  the  Institution  of  Naval  Architects 
the  first  connected  exposition  of  the  principle  as  complete  and  systematic  as 
he  could  make  it,  and  of  its  application  to  the  formation  of  an  exact  scientific 
method  of  construction  of  ships,  although  conscious  of  the  difficulty  of  read- 
ing it  to  an  audience  the  best  fitted  in  the  world  to  approve  the  accuracy,  or 
expose  the  deficiency  of  his  work. 

The  question  of  least  resistance,  indeed  the  whole  question  of  the  free 
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motion  of  disturbed  water,  when  moved  as  it  is  moved  by  the  paaaa^  of  a 
ship,  is  one  the  difficulties  of  which  the  highest  and  mo^  refined  methoda 
of  mathematical  research  and  prediction  have  been  unable  to  surmount. 
Even  as  a  matter  of  physical  observation,  of  logical  discussion,  and  of  prac* 
tical  experiment  merely,  the  Author  had  found  the  motions  of  waves  of  water, 
produced  by  the  disturbance  of  a  ship,  more  difficult  to  understand  thoroughly 
and  clearly  than  any  other  subject  of  mechanical  knowledge.    And  if  hard 
to  understand,  it  was  much  harder  to  explain.     What  becomes  of  the  parti- 
cles of  water  moved  out  of  the  way  of  a  ship— where  they  go — ^bow  they  get 
there — ^if  they  ever  return  to  their  old  places— what  force  takes  them  awajr 
— what  brings  them  back,  if  tbey  come  back— if  they  do  not  eome  back, 
whence  come  those  that  replace  them— how  they  eome  there,  and  bow  their 
place  is  in  turn  re-occupied  f — all  this  requires  minute  observation  of  tbe 
phenomena  before  it  can  be  understood. 

The  shape  adopted  for  a  sailing  ship  should  be  the  easiest  possible  to  drive 
ahead,  and  the  hardest  possible  to  drive  to  leeward^-or  a  form  offering  the 
least  possible  resistance  one  way,  and  the  greatest  possible  resbtance  another 
way.  The  problem  of  least  possible  resistance,  and  its  compliment  the  prob- 
lem of  greatest  possible  resistance,  must  be  solved  at  once  before  we  can 
proceed  with  certain  steps  to  construct  a  ship  of  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
predict  beforehand  the  eicact  performance.  Accordingly,  every  great  writer 
on  the  Science  of  Naval  Architecture  has  attacked  this  problem  ;  but  in  the 
most  recent  English  treatise — by  a  distinguished  and  much-lamented  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  School  of  Naval  Architecture,  Mr.  Creuze — it  is  clearly  laid 
'  down  that  it  has  remained  unsolved. 

The  phrase,  '*  solid  form  of  least  resistance,'*  which  has  been  so  frequently 
employed  by  naval  constructors,  implies  a  pre-existing  conviction  that  there 
is  some  form  of  solid  body  which,  token  afloat  (for  the  case  of  a  submerged 
body  is  altogether  a  separate  one),  would  not  be  opposed  by  the  water  so 
nmch  as  any  other  form.  This  thought  assumes  a  previous  onct  viz.,  that 
the  water  has  some  bias,  law,  tendency,  or  way  of  moving  which  forms  part 
of  its  nature  ;  in  a  word,  some  way  of  least  resistance.  We  want  to  know 
what  shape  of  ship  will  give  water  this  motion,  or  induce  water  of  itself  to 
take  this  motion.  We  have,  then»  two  questions  to  consider — the  way  of  the 
ship,  and  the  way  of  the  water  about  the  ship. 

A  simple  method  of  approaching  the  problem  is  to  ask  how  a  ship  may 
move  through  the  water  so  as  to  waste  no  power  by  producing  unnecessary 
movement  in  the  water.  The  first  inevitable  motion  of  the  water  is  one  of 
very  great  amount.  The  moving  power  exerted  upon  a  ship  in  motion  has 
to  excavate  the  water  out  of  the  entire  way  along  which  the  ship  moves. 
This  is  the  minimum  of  the  work  to  be  done.  A  ship  36  feet  broad  and  15 
feet  deep,  having  a  midship  section  of,  say  540  square  feet,  in  moving  at  the 
rate  of  10  knots  an  hour,  has  to  move  out  of  its  way  270  tons  weight  of  water 
in  each  second  of  time.  This  consideration  gives  a  first  priociple,  viz.,  that 
the  channel  formed,  and  therefore  the  midship  section  of  the  ship,  shall  be 
as  small  as  possible.    The  area  of  this  section  is,  however,  limited  in  prac- 
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tice  by  other  conditions ;  further  reduction  must,  therefore,  be  sought  by 
other  means.  And,  as  the  bow  or  entrance  of  the  ship  is  most  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  water,  it  may  be  asked  bow  far  the  shape  of  this  bow  affects 
the  resistance  which  the  water  offers  to  removal  out  of  its  phice.  A  ship 
with  a  flat  bow,  square  to  the  line  of  motion,  meets  with  a  definite,  ascer- 
tained resistance,  which  may  be  measured  by  the  force  which  would  raise 
the  displaced  water  to  h  certain  height — the  height  due  to  the  speed  of  the 
ship— that  is,  the  height  through  which  a  weight  must  fall  to  gain  that  speed. 
From  this  consideration  we  get  the  following  relations :  — 

Speed  of  ship  in  feet  per  second 8    ...    16      ...      24  ...  32 

Heights  corresponding  in  feet 1     ...      4      ...        9  ...  16 

Resistance  to  each «q.  ft  of  section  in  lbs...  62^    ...  252      ...  668^  ...1008 

These  measures  of  resistance  are  the  best  established  perhaps,  both  in 
theory  and  by  experiment,  of  any  facts  in  hydrodynamics,  The  Author  had, 
however,  taken  the  trouble  to  verify  them  from  2  up  to  12  miles  per  hour. 

After  referring  to  the  experiments  of  the  French  Academicians,  and  to 
thoae  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Naval  Architecture — ^which  showed 
bat  little  more  than  that  a  long  sharp  entrance  goes  more  easily  through  the 
water  than  a  bluff  round. one — the  Author  thoaght  it  would  be  admitted  that 
when  he  began  his  experiments  in  1834,  no  definite  form  had  anywhere  been 
laid  down  as  a  practicable  form  of  least  resistance  applicable  to  the  construc- 
tion of  ships.  His  own  first  approximation  to  such  a  form  was  based  on 
three  omsiderations.  1st.  That  the  form  of  least  resistance  should  be  such 
as  to  remove  the  particles  of  water  far  enough  out  of  the  way  to  let  the  mid- 
ship section  pass,  and  no  further.  2nd.  That  the  ship,  finding  the  particles 
at  rest,  shall  leave  them  so  in  their  new  positions.  3rd.  That,  the  time  in 
which  their  displacement  is  to  be  effected  being  given,  the  force  applied  to 
them  should  be  a  constant  force,  and  the  least  possible.  He  next  conceived 
it  probable  that  a  hollow  water  line,  composed  of  two  joining  arcs  of  a  para- 
bola, taken  fi'om  the  vertex,  with  their  convexities  reversed,  and  their  tangents 
in  the  line  of^  or  paraUel  to,  the  keel  would  give  the  required  motions  to  the 
fluid  particles ;  and,  notwithstanding  many  apparently  adverse  considerations 
which  occurred  to  the  Author  on  trying  the  experiment  on  a  large  scale,  he 
found  that  it  did  impart  such  motions.  While  the  straight  bow  and  the 
convex  bow  stmck  light  floating  spheres  with  more  or  less  violent  and  re- 
peated shocks,  and  with  consequent  waste  of  power,  the  double-parabolic 
bow  entered  among  such  spheres  without  shock,  and  carried  them  outward 
so  gradually  that  they  never  left  the  skin  of  the  vessel  until  her  midship 
section  had  passed  beyond  them,  occasioning,  as  may  be  inferred,  no  waste 
of  power  whatever. 

Bat,  admitting  that  a  hollow  water  line  produced  less  waste  of  power  than 
a  straight  or  convesT  line,  it  remained  to  be  seen  whether  the  proper  form  of 
hollow  line  had  yet  been  obtained.  In  prosecuting  this  inquiry,  the  Author 
discovered  a  true  theory  on  which  to  found  the  formation  of  the  entrance  of 
the  ship.    The  phenomenon  which  helped  him  to  construct  that  theory,  from 
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kt  oloie  analogy  to  the  phenomenon  of  a  water  partide  moving  freely  near 
the  surface  of  the  water  from  one  point  of  rest  to  another  was  that  flrat 
known  as  Uooke's  experiments.  A  heavy  ball  is  snapended  by  a  thread 
flr>m  a  fixed  point,  fbronn^  a  pendulom  free  to  move  equally  in  every  direc- 
tion. It  may  be  made  to  oscillate  like  a  pendalmn,  first  in  one  directieo, 
and  next  in  a  direction  at  right  angles  to  that ;  or  it  may  have  impnlses  in 
both  of  those  directions  imparted  to  it  simaltaneonsly,  in  which  case  it  will 
oscillate  in  neither  of  the  two  directions,  bat  will  go  round  the  circomferenee 
of  a  circle  in  which  it  wiU  describe  equal  arcs  in  equal  times.  It  wiU  also  go 
round  from  one  point  in  the  circumference  to  the  opposite  point  in  the  same 
time  in  which  it  would  hare  gone  straight  across  if  it  had  had  only  one  motion 
given  to  it.  The  Author  further  found  that  the  spaces  through  which  the 
body  is  moved  in  this  experiment  in  equal  intervals  of  time  correspond  to  the 
versed  sines  of  the  corresponding  arcs. 

In  endeavouring  to  apply  the  principles  involved  in  the  foregoing  experi- 
ment to  the  construction  of  the  bow  of  a  ship,  the  Author  divided  the 
whole  length  of  the  entrance  into  a  number  of  equal  parts  equal  to  the  num- 
ber in  which  he  divided  a  circle.  He  also  divided  the  half-breadth  of  Che 
vessel  into  the  same  number  of  parts  by  means  of  perpendiculars  fKmi  the 
extremities  of  equal  arcs  of  a  semi- circle.  Then  he  drew  a  continuous 
curved  line  in  such  a  way  that  its  ordinates  at  right  angles  to  the  keel  should 
be  equal  to  the  versed  sines  of  the  circle  on  the  half-breadthy  or  to  the  befbre- 
mentioned  divisions.  This  is  the  curve  of  versed  sines  on  which  was  founded 
the  construction  of  the  curve  of  entrance  of  a  ship,  or  what  the  Author  has 
called  *•  The  True  Wave  Line." 

After  dwelling  at  some  length  upon  the  properties  of  this  line,  the  Author 
proceeded  to  remark  that  he  had  not  thus  fkr  demonstrated,  nor  did  be 
assume,  that  what  held  true  of  fluid  particles  would  hold  true  of  a  mass  of 
homogeneous  fluid.  He  was  prepared  to  find  that  water  m^hi  refuse  to 
obey  the  proposed  water  line.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  he  considered  the 
wave  line  bow  to  be  perfectly  adopted  to  the  true  nature  of  water  in/iree 
motion,  and  this  '*flree  motion,"  he  believed,  fbr  various  reasons,  really  meant 
wave  motion.  These  reasons— which  were  not  adopted  until  the  Author  had 
read  all  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Laplace,  Bemouilli,  Lagrange,  Cauchy, 
Foisson,  Thomas  Young,  Whewell,  and  Lubbock  had  written  on  the  mathe* 
matical  relations  of  the  forces  concerned  in  wave  motion— were  mentioned  at 
great  length. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  the  belief  that  the  wave  bow,  as  before  deaeribed, 
would  give  to  the  particles  of  water  a  movement  analogous  to  the  firee  move- 
ment of  the  wave  itself  when  obeying  its  own  nature,  that  the  Author  pro- 
ceeded with  confidence  in  1834,  to  build  the  vessel  called  the  **  Wave**  with 
that  form  of  bow.  He  believed  it  would  be  attended  with  the  least  resistanoe 
firom  the  water,  that  it  would  produce  least  disturbance  in  the  water,  and 
that  it  would  waste  the  least  quantity  of  propelling  power.  The  fbUowing 
are  the  resistances  of  the  '*  Wave,*'  as  subsequently  ascertained  by  experi- 
ment, compared  with  those  of  three  other  vessels  of  nearly  the' same 


A. 

B. 

a 

D. 

84 

••• 

126 

••• 

168 

••• 

148 

189*6 

•■• 

886 

•■• 

841 

••• 
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nd  ezaeCljr  the  same  ndgbt,  all  built  by  bnildors  of  eminence— A,  beii«  tbe 
"  Wmvei'*  and  B,  C»  P,  the  other  yesaels,  all  of  them  being  in  the  same  trim 
fer  the  same  YeWities  :->- 

l^eedin  allea. 

S-SS  

g-^e         

After  tbe  conclusion  of  this  part  of  Mr.  Scott  lUMBeU's  Pkiper,  and  an 
interyal  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  Chiunnan  requested  Mr.  John  Gran- 
tham, Member  of  Conndl^  i.ir.A.,  to  read  the  Paper  which  stood  in 
his  name  <'  On  the  Strength  of  Iron  Ships^^  of  which  the  following  is 
an  abstract :— - 

After  glancing  at  tbe  advantages  which  iron-ship  building  had  derived 
from  the  public  discussion  of  its  defects  and  merits — as  illustrated  in  tbe 
establishment  of  the  Liverpool  Compass  Couunittee,  by  way  of  example — the 
Author  remarked  that  be  should  confine  bis  observations  to  mercantile  ves* 
sels  only  (to  the  exclusion  of  ships  of  war)  for  tbe  sake  of  brevity. 

On  tbe  ocean  tbe  question  of  safety  must  always,  in  a  peculiar  sense  be 
relative ;  and  in  respect  of  tbe  strength  of  iron  ships  there  is  but  little  infer* 
mation  to  be  derived  from  what  is  known  of  wooden  ships,  owing  to  the  utter 
want  of  analogy  between  tbe  modes  of  connection,  or  ftstenings,  adopted  in 
tbe  two  cases.  It  must  be  by  contrast,  rather  than  by  comparison,  that  their 
rdative  merits  could  be  seen. 

Many  attempts  have  been  mads  to  diversify  ^tbe  Author  could  not  say 
improve— -the  system  of  iron -ship  building  which  has  from  its  origin  pre- 
vailed. The  diagonal  system,  although  the  subject  of  a  recent  patent,  has 
for  the  last  twenty  years  been  a  matter  of  frequent  discussion,  and  is  of 
doabtful  value  as  an  improvement.  The  ordinary  rigns  of  weakness,  and 
the  remedies  to  be  applied,  were  noticed  at  some  length.  Any  one  who  had 
seen  the  difficulty  of  building  a  diagonally  fiisteued  iron  ship,  the  derange- 
ment of  the  beam  ends  and  of  the  bulkheads,  and  the  great  additional  cost 
which  it  must  entail,  would  admit  that  its  advantages  should  be  very  well 
asoertuned  before  it  received  a  preference  over  the  old  system.  Diagonal 
fastenings  are,  however,  advantageously  applied  to  large  and  long  iron  ships 
in  the  braces  used  in  tbe  decks-'-consisting  of  flat  bars  running  across  under 
the  planks,  and  screwed  fo  each  beam— but  in  this  case  we  have  to  deal 
with  planks,  so  that  diagonal  fastenings  are  here  consistent  with  sound 
principles. 

Another  novelty  noticed  was  tbe  cellular  system,  of  which  a  remarkable 
specimen  is  seen  in  the  Great  Eastern.  In  her,  portions  of  both  tbe  hull 
and  tbe  deck  are  cellular.  In  tbe  case  of  tbe  deck  the  application  seems  to 
be  good,  but  tbe  Author  doubted  tbe  expediency  of  tbe  bull  being  thus  con- 
structed. In  a  smaller  ship,  the  difficulty  of  painting  and  cleaning  tbe  inner 
portioot  "iKi  tbe  space  lost,  would  be  grave  disadvantages,  and  the  safety 
which  the  double  skin  affords  is  unnecessary  where  there  are  plenty  of  bulk- 
heads.   The  system  of  longitudioal  bulkheads  in  a  very  large  vessel  has  no 
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correflponding  disadyantaget,  and  affords  an  enormotti  addition  to  the 
strength. 

In  reference  to  riveted  seams,  of  which  the  vertical,  or  butts,  are  the  most 
important,  the  Author  said  the  principles  laid  down  in  Lloyd's  Regulations 
are  as  good  as  any  that  have  been  given. 

Many  erroneous  views  have  arisen  respecting  the  strength  derived  from 
bulkheads  in  iron  ships.  In  two  cases  which  he  remembered,  where  the 
Author  had  paid  particular  attention  to  them,  many  lives  were  saved  by  their 
means.  When  bulkheads  were  first  applied,  many  builders  punched  rows  of 
holes  in  direct  lines  around  the  ship,  making  a  partial  severance  of  the  struc- 
tare.  Others  ran  into  the  opposite  extreme.  But  the  Author^s  main  object 
was  to  consider  the  strength  afforded  to  the  whole  structure  of  the  ship  by 
bulkheads.  This  inquiry  was  necessary,  as  some  had  denied  their  utility  in 
this  respect  The  Author,  however,  would  increase  their  number  where 
possible.  This  would  not  be  so  inconvenient  as  might  at  first  be  supposed. 
Indeed,  it  frequently  led  to  useful  facilities,  by  requiring,  for  example,  a 
greater  number  of  hatches,  which  in  long  ships  are  easily  arranged,  and  thoa 
increasing  the  dispatch  of  loading  and  discharging  the  ship.  But  granting 
that  in  some  cases  inconvenience  may  arise,  the  safety  derived  from  well- 
arranged  and  well-made  bulkheads  should  be  paramount. 

All  scientific  shipbuilders  address  themselves  to  the  question  of  ** fasten- 
ings** as  a  leading  object.  The  numberless  short  unyielding  rivets  employed 
in  uniting  their  different  parts  give  to  iron  ships  a  pre-eminence  which  can 
never  belong  to  wooden  ships.  The  Author  denounced  the  practice  of  add- 
ing large  masses  of  timber  to  iron  ships  as  a  means  of  giving  strength,  and 
alluded  to  the  Liverpool  floating  stages,  of  which  one,  constructed  with  lon- 
gitudinal ties  of  timber,  takes  the  form  of  every  wave  in  rough  weather^  while 
the  other,  whose  longitudinal  ties  are  of  iron,  exhibits  but  a  slight  tendency 
to  bend  under  the  the  same  circumstances. 

The  effect  of  experience  in  iron- ship  building  should  be  to  remove  exces- 
sive weight  in  one  part  and  add  more  weight  to  other  parts,  until  uniform 
strength  is  attained.  At  present  the  Author's  observation  leads  him  to 
believe  that  signs  of  weakness  are  now  most  frequently  to  be  observed  at  the 
gunwale  and  sides  amidships,  and  at  the  hollow  ends  below  the  water  line. 
In  the  rules  laid  down  by  Lloyd's  Committee  the  strengthening  of  these 
parts  had  not  been  dnly  provided  for.  The  Royal  Charter  presented  a 
remarkable  example  of  the  defects  alluded  to,  and  the  Author  quoted  from 
his  published  work  on  JronShip  Building  a  passage,  bearing  upon  this  aab- 
ject,  which  was  written  after  he  had  examined  that  vessel  in  the  graving 
dock  some  time  ago.  He  then  discussed  the  three  following  questions,  via., 
First,  The  forms  and  proportions  to  which  the  use  of  iron  in  shipbuilding 
tends;  Secondly,  The  important  bearing  which  form  and  proportion  have 
upon  strength ;  Thirdly,  How  these  tendencies  should  be  dealt  with  in  iron 
ships.  The  tendency  which  the  employment  of  iron  in  shipbuUding  baa 
given  rise  to  is,  to  build  vessels,  especially  steamers,  much  longer  and  finer 
than  they  were  before.     The  Author  had  frequently  examined  one  veaseJ, 
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that  has  sailed  round  the  world,  whoae  length  is  nine  tiroes  her  breadth.  A 
much  greater  proportion  of  length  to  breadth  may  be  ultimately  attained, 
especially  in  large  Tessels.  But  the  excess  of  weight  over  displacement  at  the 
ends  will  increase  in  the  same  ratio  unless  precautions  are  taken  to  reduce  the 
weight  there.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  a  vessel  should  be  so  constructed,  and, 
where  possible,  so  loaded,  that  when  in  smooth  water  the  weight  should  as 
nearly  as  possible  correspond  with  the  displacement  of  every  portion.  The 
nme  conditions  will  also  obtain  when  the  circumstances  of  a  ship  taking  the 
grwmd  are  considered.  The  construction  of  the  Royal  Charter  was  then  ex- 
amined at  length,  and  her  weakness  attributed,  not  to  badness  of  material,  nor 
to  inferiority  of  workmanship,  but  solely  to  the  defective  principles  upon  which 
she  was  designed.  The  Author  contended  for  a  great  diminution  in  the 
weight  of  iron  ships  at  their  extremities ;  and  stated  that  Lloyd's  Rules 
operated  injuriously  by  narrowing  too  much  the  sphere  of  improvement.  He 
also  considered  it  inconsistent  to  class  iron  ships  for  years,  as  was  at  present 
done.  He  further  held  it  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  chief  strain 
which  a  ship  has  to  sustain  is  similar  to  that  which  is  required  in  an  ordinary 
girder,  and  that  any  serious  departure  from  this  principle  will  lead  to  errors 
of  construction.  The  Great  Eastern  was,  perhaps,  the  only  large  vessel  in 
which  this  principle  has  been  effectually  applied  ;  and  although  the  exact 
^ivm  there  adopted  could  only  be  employed  in  very  large  ships,  yet  the  prin- 
ciple is  correct,  and  probably  the  proportions  also.  He  concluded  by  a 
■trong  appeal  to  Lloyd's  Committee  fundamentally  to  alter  their  Regulations, 
and  to  issue  them  as  Recommendations,  and  not  to  make  them  binding : 
Also  to  private  builders  to  study  good  work — quality  being  in  all  cases  better 
than  quantity. 

After  the  reading  of  Mr.  Grantham's  Paper,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Churman  was  proposed  by  J.  D'A.  Samuda,  Esq.,  seconded  by  J.  Penn, 
^■q-i  and  carried  by  acclamation.    The  meeting  then  separated. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

The  Boyal  London  Yacht  Club  took  the  initiative  this  season,  and  deprived 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Club  of  a  long  enjoyed  distinction.  On  Tuesday  the 
I5th  of  May,  a  goodly  muster  of  the  members  and  their  fair  friends  em- 
barked on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales  steamer  at  London  bridge,  and  pro- 
c^^ded  down  river  to  Erith  bay,  where  a  numerous  fleet  of  yachts  of  all  sizes, 
were  assembled  to  witness  the  match.  The  prizes  offered  were  a  silver 
ttlver,  value  £30  for  third  class  yachts  not  exceeding  10  tons ;  [a  second 
prize  fer  the  same  class  of  ten^  sovereigns ;  and  a  third  of  five  sovereigns. 
'Then,  for  vessels  under  6  tons,  there  were  two  prizes ;  the  first  a  silver  sugar 
basin  and  cream  jug,  value  fifteen  sovereigns ;  and  the  second  a  purse  of  five 
•overeigns.  For  these  prizes  the  following  vessels  came  to  the  starting  buoys 
thortly  before  eleven  o'clock. «.  They  were  stationed  in  two  lines,  at  the  usual 
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berths,  a  little  above  Erith,  the  larger  vessels  ia  the  first  line,  and  No.  1  of 
each  class  bailed  iVom  the  south  shore. 


V: 


1 
2 
3 

4 

1 

2 
3 

4 


N«mM  of  TaohU 

Third  Class. 

Violet 

Haidee    , 

Surprise 

Clara 
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Mayfl/ 

Eugenie 

Spray 

Blue  Bell 


Rig 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Totki 


9 
8 
8 

7 

4 
6 
5 
6 


Owiwn 


Lord  De  Bos 
T.  Bartett,  Esq. 
J.  Carr,  Esq. 
J.  B.  Bumey,  Esq. 

W.  Roe,  Esq. 
—  White,  Esq. 
G.  Haines.  Esq. 
J.  Bidgway,  Esq. 


The  gun  for  the  smaller  class  to  start  was  fired  at  lib.  56m.  358.,  and  for 
the  larger  vessels  at  lib.  57m.  The  weather  looked  wild  and  sulky  enough, 
but  at  the  time  of  starting  there  was  a  nice  wholesale-breeze  at  B.E.  The 
course  was  firom  Erith  round  a  boat  moored  off  Coal  House  Point  and 
back  to  a  flag  buoy  off"  Greenwich  HospitaL  A  capital  start  was  effected, 
notwithstanding  an  awkward  mistake  in  the  times  of  firing  the  starting  guns. 
The  May -fly  was  the  first  under  canvas,  but  the  Blue  Bell  secured  the  best 
start ;  the  Spray,  however,  did  not  let  her  long  enjoy  it,  for  reaching  over  to 
the  north  shore  before  she  went  about,  she  secured  the  most  weatherly  posi- 
tion ;  and  when  she  tacked  down  across  Erith  bay,  and  went  about  with  the 
others  on  the  south  shore,  she  was  considerably  ahead.  The  little  fleet 
rattled  merrily  down  through  Erith  Rands  with  a  stirring  breeze,  and  on 
gaining  Long  Reach  the  Blue  Bell,  resenting  the  liberty  that  had  been  taken 
with  her  by  the  Spray,  walked  up,  hand  over  hand,  challenged  and  ibiiged 
ahead  of  her  in  gallant  style,  ere  they  had  cleared  the  Reach.  The  wind  was 
wild  and  baffling  as  they  reached  Gravesend,  veering  to  the  southward,  haul- 
ing up  easterly  again,  finally  settling  to  S.S.W.,  the  Blue  Bell  and  Spray 
contested  every  inch  of  water  gallantly,  the  Mayfly  holding  third  place,  and 
the  Eugenie  well  up.  In  this  order  they  rounded  the  Flag-boat  off  Coal 
House  Point,  and  here  the  appearance  of  the  competing  yachts  in  both 
classes  formed  a  very  striking  picture,  the  larger  vessels  having  passed  through 
the  small  fleet  in  the  race  down.  There  was  scarcely  any  change  in  the 
smaller  vessels'  position  in  the  passage  up,  save  that  the  Blue  Bell  increased 
her  lead,  and  they  reached  the  Flag  buoy  off  Greenwich  Hospital  in  the  fi>l« 
lowing  order  and  time : 

h.    m.  s. 
7     18    0 


h.    m.   8.  I 
Blue  Bell  6    57    0  I  Mayfly 


Spray, 


7     13    0  I  Eugenie 7    20    0 


The  Spray  unfortunately  fouled  the  Flag  buoy  in  rounding  it,  and  thus 
forfeited  her  claim  to  the  second  prize. 

The  race  between  the  larger  class  of  yachts  was  very  interesting ;  the 
Haidee*s  crew  shewed  smart  work  in  getting  her  under  canvas,  as  also  the 
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crews  of  the  Clara*  and  Sarprise.  The  Yiolet'B  gaff  topsail  gaye  her  soma 
little  trouhle,  hot  she,  too,  was  speedily  got  to  rights,  and  the  four  little 
clippers  made  a  dashing  hoard  over  to  the  northern  shore ;  the  Clara  went  to 
the  front,  tacked  first,  and  weathered  on  Surprise,  the  wsrjr  Haidee  bore 
awaj  and  slipped  through  both  their  lees,  but  her  object  wss  defeated 
bjr  a  sailing  barge,  and  the  artful  manoeuvre  did  not  succeed ;  when  she  went 
aboQt,  howerer,  she  speedily  gave  them  a  Bpeciroen  of  her  qualifications. 
Walking  out  to  windward  of  them,  like  a  sea-gull  peeping  into  a  gale  of  wind, 
and  when  they  tacked  for  Erith  Rands,  she  went  to  the  front  at  once,  and 
boldly  declared  to  win.  The  Violet,  however,  having  settled  down  to  her 
work,  began  to  make  tracks,  and  overhauling  the  Clara  and  Surprise,  worked 
long  and  short  boards  down  Long  Reach,  after  a  fkshion  that  woke  up  the 
Haidee  eossiderable.  In  St.  Clements  the  latter  walked  away  saucily  from 
her  hard- weather  antagonist,  working  the  southern  shore  well  a-board,  and 
she  flihewed  good  judgment  in  doing  so,  for,  in  Gravesend  Reach  the  wind 
flew  round  all  of  a  heap  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  there  she  was 
flying  along  the  weather  shore  with  easy  sheets,  increasing  her  lead  as  fast  as 
a  leadsman  could  haul  a  line.  They  reached  the  Flng  boat  off  Coal  House 
Point,  with  the  Haidee  leading  the  Violet  by  some  six  minutes,  the  Surprise 
about  two  minutes  astern  of  the  Violet,  and  the  Clara  nine  minutes.  The 
Tessels  had  now  the  butt  end  of  the  tide  to  burst  up  through ;  they  laid  their 
coarse  well  up  through  Gravesend  Reach,  and  had  the  wind  easy  through 
Gray's,  but  in  Fidler*s  Reach  the  wind  baffled  the  Haidee  a  bit,  and  the 
Violet  'getting  the  warning,  began  to  profit  it ;  but  the  Haidee's  crew  soon 
rattled  her  through  *'  Queer  Street,'*  and  away  she  went  for  the  Flag  buoy 
off  Greenwich,  as  if  a  certain  old  gentleman  was  kicking  her  endways.  The 
winning  marks  were  reached  in  the  following  order  and  times : 


h.  m«     8. 

Haidee-... ^ 6     8    30 

Violet 6    21     0 


h.   m«   s* 

Surprise ^ 6    d8    o 

Clara 6    40    o 


The  Haidee  was  accordingly  presented  with  the  first  prize  of  the  large 
6laBa,  tlie  Violet  with  the  second,  and  the  Surprise  with  the  third.  The  first 
prize  of  the  smaller  class  was  presented  to  the  Blue  Bell. 

The  Royid  Tkomet  Yacht  Cbtb  first  match  of  the  season  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday the  90th  of  May,  with  the  second  class  yachts  of  the  club,  of  firom  20 
to  96  tons,  for  a  prize  consisting  of  very  handsome  silver  jugs,  value  fifty 
soverdgns.  The  third  class  yachts  of  from  12  to  90  tons,  for  a  prize  of  a 
sSlver  tea  service,  value  fbrty  sovereigns,  and  a  second  of  a  handsome  silver 
vaae,  valoe  fifteen  sovereigns  s  and  the  fburth  class,  of  firom  7  to  18  tons,  for 
a  first  prize  of  a  silver  tankard,  value  thirty  sovereigns,  and  a  second  prize  of 
a  diver  vase,  value  ten  sovereigns  s  half  minute  time  allowance  for  difference 
of  tonnage  in  each  class. 

The  foDoiring  vessels  took  their  stotions  at  Erith  shoHly  after  ten  o'clock. 
They  were  moored  in  three  lines  according  to  class,  the  largest  vessels  to  the 
eastward: 
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No. 


1 
s 

3 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 


Namet  of  Tachtt 

Sboohd  Clabs. 

Phantom    « 

Thought 

Third  Clams. 

Kitten 

Laura 

Psyche    

Fourth  Class. 

Quiver 

Folly  (Colchester)....- 

Violet 

Folly  (Southampton) 


RlK 

Tons 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

27 

cutter 

13 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

18 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

9 

cutter 

7 

Owners 


S.  Lane,  Esq. 

F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

B.  Leach,  Esq. 
Lieut.-CoL  Armytage 
0>L  Cumberlege 

Capt.  Chamberlayne 
R.  Blanshard,  Esq. 
LordDc  Kos 
W.  L.  Parry,  Esq. 


The  Ladybird,  33  tons,  Mr.  Lethbridge,  and  the  Rifleman^  7  tons,  Mr. 
Gade,  were  also  enteredi  but  did  not  start.  The  morning  looked  louring  and 
wild,  and  a  strong  nor'-wester  prevailed  during  the  early  part ;  but  approach- 
ing noon  it  lulled  to  a  moderate  whole  canvas  breeze  at  W.N.W.  The 
starting  gun  gave  forth  its  short  sharp  warning  at  llh.  35m.  20s.,  and  a  very 
exciting  scene  was  presented  by  the  starting  of  these  nine  handsome  little 
clippers ;  balloon  canvas  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  of  no  mean  propor- 
tions either.  The  Kitten  was  the  first  away,  closely  followed  by  Thought, 
and  Phantom,  with  the  rest  close  up.  Going  through  Erith  Rands  the 
racing  fleet  presented  a  magnificent  sight  as  they  swept  along  before  a  slash- 
ing breeze,  every  inch  of  canvas  telling,  and  balloon  jibs  and  topsails  big 
enough  to  make  many  an  Old  Salt  stare  with  astonishment.  As  they  neared 
Purfleet  the  Thought  drew  rapidly  out  of  the  ruck,  and  took  a  commanding 
lead,  the  Phantom  second,  and  the  Southampton  Folly  third,  the  others  well 
up ;  the  latter  vessel  led  the  smaller  vessels,  the  Kitten,  Quiver,  and  Laara 
abeam  astern  of  her,  and  the  Violet  close  to  them ;  the  Thought  and  Phan- 
tom going  away  like  smoke,  the  former  leading.  In  going  through  St.  Cle* 
ments  the  little  ones  caught  as  much  as  they  could  stagger  under  when  they 
brought  the  wind  abeam,  but  they  went  through  it  without  flinching.  The 
Phantom  sent  up  a  thundering  balloon  topsail,  but  she  could  not  naake 
any  more  tracks  with  it  on  the  Thought,  as  the  latter  cleverly  held  her  lead. 
Going  through  the  Lower  Hope  the  wind  was  again  brought  abeam,  and  the 
little  craft  caught  it  fresh  and  heavy,  the  Southampton  Folly  was  still  leading 
her  squadf'on  when  away  went  her  topmast  backstay,  and  she  had  to  lower 
her  topsail  to  save  the  spar.  The  Laura  ranged  up  alongside,  forged  ahead, 
and  passed  her;  the  Folly  was,  however,  speedily  all  a-taunto  again,  and 
overhauled  the  Laura.  Ofl"  Holehaven  the  Quiver  walked  along  saucily,  and 
collared  the  the  Laura,  ranged  up  alongside  the  Folly,  and  ran  her  beam  and 
beam  ;  the  Kitten  followed  suit,  and  also  went  ahead  of  the  Laura.  As  they 
approached  the  Mark  boat,  off  the  Chapman's  Head,  the  Quiver  made  a  gal- 
lant effort  and  shook  herself  clear  of  the  Southampton  Folly,  taking  the  boat 
however  only  five  seconds  in  advance  of  her.  The  Kitten  was  only  twenty 
seconds  astern  of  the  Folly,  and  the  Laura  thirty-five  seconds,  so  that  the 
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itroggle  amoDgflt  the  first  four  yesBels  of  these  two  classes  at  this  point  was 
one  of  intense  interest,  the  little  Quiver  bravely  wresting  the  lead,  not  only 
ID  her  own  class  but  in  that  above  her.  After  rounding  the  Mark  boat  off 
the  Chapman,  they  worked  in  long  and  short  tacks  along  the  northern  shore 
io  the  slack  water.  The  Southampton  Folly,  after  a  couple  of  boards, 
toQched  the  bank  and  stuck  hard  and  fast  for  some  fiAeen  minutes.  This 
was  a  source  of  great  regret  to  her  admirers,  for  she  was  making  a  gallant 
race  with  the  Quiver.  The  latter  vessel  now  drew  ahead  fast,  with  the 
Laarn  and  Kitten  close  together  in  the  second  place,  the  Violet  and  Col- 
cbester  Folly  in  the  third,  the  Psyche  fourth,  and  the  Southampton  Folly 
nuikiDg  splendid  sailing  astern  to  win  back  her  lost  ground.  Her  ability  to 
do  this  she  soon  proved  by  passing  the  Colchester  Folly  and  Violet  and 
going  into  the  third  place.  Off  Coal-house  Toint  the  Laura  made  too  free 
with  the  soundings,  and  stuck  for  some  minutes  in  the  mud  sufficiently  long, 
iKmever,  to  destroy  all  her  chances  of  success.  No  other  change  of  import- 
ance occurred  afterwards,  and  the  third  and  fourth  class  vessels  rounded  the 
Flag  buoy  at  Erith  in  the  following  order  and  times : 


h.  m.  s. 

Qniver 6  2  30 

&tten.. 6  4  0 

Volly  (Soathampton)  6  17  80 


h.  m.  s . 

Violet 6    20  0 

Folly  (Colchester)     6    22  80 

Laura  6    27  0 


Psyche  not  placed. 

Thus  the  Quiver  cleverly  won  the  forty  sovereign  prize  of  the  class  above 
ber,  having  beaten  the  Kitten,  Laura,  and  Psyche.  The  Kitten  took  the 
the  thirty  sovereign  first  prize  of  the  fourth  class,  and  the  gallant  little 
Southampton  Folly  the  ten  sovereign  second  prize  of  the  fourth  class ;  as 
only  three  vessels  started  in  the  third  class,  no  second  prize  was  given,  had 
there  been,  the  Southampton  Folly  could  have  claimed  it  as  having  beaten 
the  Laura. 

Id  the  meantime  the  two  ancient  antagonists,  the  Thought  and  Phantom, 
^ere  battling  away  fiercely  for  the  mastery  of  the  deep ;  going  through  the 
^wer  Hope,  the  Phantom  burst  her  gaff-topsail  tye,  but  one  of  her  bauds 
shinned  up  her  topmast  like  a  cat,  rove  the  tye  in  less  time  than  we  take  to 
describe  it,  and  away  aloft  again  went  the  topsail  as  fresh  as  ever ;  they  con- 
tinued their  coarse  down  to  about  a  mile  below  Southend,  the  Thought  still 
^nuntaining  her  lead  and  rounding  the  steamer  twenty-five  seconds  ahead 
of  Phantom;  upon  rounding  to  the  wind  both  seemed  too  much  afraid  of 
^cb  other  to  shift  their  balloon  topsails,  but  after  a  few  tacks  they  were 
forced  to  do  so ;  in  nearing  Southend,  the  Phantom  collared  and  passed  the 
bought;  the  latter  made  a  determined  effort  in  Sea  Rvach,  and  again  reco- 
vered her  vantage  ground ;  the  Phantom,  however,  was  not  to  be  denied ; 
*he  shook  herself  loose,  and  again  went  out  to  windward  of  Thought  ;  from 
tou  point  it  was  a  determined  and  desperate  struggle  between  these  two 
Colons  cDppers,  every  inch  of  water  being  fiercely  contested,  and  every  art 
^d  trick  of  seamanship  that  skill  and  science  could  suggest  being  brought 
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to  bear ;  the  Fhaotom  held  the  weathei^gage  to  the  end  despite  all  the  ellbrts 
of  her  gftUaat  antagooiet,  and  they  roanded  the  bay  at  Erith  thus — 


h. 

7 


in. 
10 


e. 
12 


m. 
11 


Phantom 7    10    12  |  Thought 7 

the  Phantom  wiBoiDg  the  fifty  8o?ereign  pruse  of  the  second  clasB  by  one 
minute  and  ten  seconds. 

The  Prvuse  of  Wale^e  Yacht  CM.  on  Saturday,  the  Slst  May,  ran  tbeir 
first  match  of  the  season  under  the  most  dismal  circumstance  of  a  contioued 
down  pour  of  rain.  The  prises  gi^en  were,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  twelve 
tons  a  silver  claret  jog,  value  twenty-five  sovereigns,  presented  by  Vice* 
Commodore  Knibbs  ;  a  silver  cup,  value  ten  sovereigns,  presented  by  the 
elnb,  with  ten  sovereigns  to  the  second  boat ;  thirty  seconds  allowaDce  of 
time  for  difference  of  tonnage.  For  centre  boat  yachts  not  exceeding  eight 
tons,  a  silver  salver  value  ten  sovereigns,  presented  by  the  sailing  conunittee ; 
one  minute  allowance  of  time  for  difierence  of  tonnage ;  course,  from  Erith 
to  the  Chapham  Head  and  back.  The  following  vessels  took  their  stations 
at  the  starting  buoys  : — 


No. 

1 
2 
8 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 


Namet  of  Tachts 

Wild  Wave   

Haidee    , 

Midge 

Surprise 

Violet 

CsNTXB  Boards. 

Czarina  

Spray , 

Midge 

Uttle  Vixen 


Big 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


12 
8 

10 
8 
9 

4 
4 
6 
6 


R.  Sadlelr,  Esq, 
T.  Bartlett,  Esq. 
J.  S.  Adam,  Esq, 
J.  Carr,  Esq. 
Lord  De  Hos 

—  Moore,  Esq. 
G.  Haines,  Esq. 
Hon.  H.  F.  Stanley 

*-Hamm,£aq» 


The  starting  gun  was  fired  at  12h.  30m.  45s.,  and  with  a  nice  breeze  at 
E.S.E.  a  capital  start  was  effected  ;  the  Surprise  was  the  first  to  show,  fbl-  ' 
lowed  by  the  Violet,  Midge,  Haidee,  and  Wild  Wave ;  in  the  beat  down 
through  Long  Reach,  the  Violet  took  a  fine  lead,  followed  by  the  Haidee  ; 
then  came  the  Surprise  and  Midge,  feUowed  by  the  Wild  Wave.  The  centre 
boarders  in  this  Reach  appeared  to  be  in  trouble  with  the  jump  of  the  sea, 
and  die  other  vessels  passed  through  them  very  quietly.  In  St.  Clement's 
Reach,  a  very  pretty  struggle  took  place  between  the  Violet  and  Haidee,  the 
Violet  not  giving  the  Southampton  clipper  a  chance  either  to  slip  tfaiougfa 
her  lee  or  pass  her  to  windward ;  on  the  contrary,  she  increased  her  lead 
much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  crew  of  the  Haidee;  turning  to  windward 
down  Northfleet  H<^,  the  Violet  made  them  stare  a  Kttle  more,  by  holding 
her  own  gallanUy  against  her  formidable  antagonist ;  tack  fbr  tack  she  led 
her  down,  greaUy  to  the  surprise  of  the  knowing  ones ;  the  Violet  ratUed 
past  Gravesend  stiU  weU  ahead,  but  on  nearing  Coal-house  Point,  the  Haidee 
began  to  shake  herself  loose,  and  overhauKng  the  Violet,  challeoged  her  for 
the  lead ;  the  wary  hehnsman  of  the  latter  nothing  daunted,  loflfed  up  and 
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held  the  weatbergage,  then  coTered  Haidee,  and  went  dodging  her  down  on 
the  Kent  shore  ;  the  Surprise  taking  advantage  of  the  skirmiah  between  the 
l**^'"g  vessela,  began  to  make  np  her  lost  distance  rapidly.  In  the  Lower 
Hope,  the  wind  being  free,  the  Haidee  showed  the  Violet  a  trick  of  Itchen 
Ferry  seamanship  that  was  worth  going  a  thousand  mUes  to  see;  finding  it 
impoaable  to  catch  the  helmsman  of  the  Violet  napping,  the  Itchen  Ferry 
mariner  resorted  to  an  artifice  which,  well  and  saucily  carried  out,  soon 
placed  Ua  ahead  of  the  too*oonfiding  Violet ;  being  a  little  astern  and  ta 
leeward  of  the  latter  Tessel,  the  Haidee  made  a  great  show  of  getting  up  and 
arraogiLng  her  balloon  canras  for  setting,  but  without  starting  sheet  or  tack 
of  any  of  those  sails  she  had  set  i  the  poor  Violet's  er6w>  determined  not  to 
be  oatdone  in  smartness  at  shifting  canvas,  wars  aliTo  and  too  aotife  in  a 
mofloeot;  in  came  her  jib»  which  the  moment  the  bdmsman  of  the  Haidee 
saw,  he  put  down  the  tiller,  luffed  across  the  stem  of  the  Violet,  shot  out 
on  her  weather  beam,  passed  her  into  the  first  place,  stowed  away  balloon 
can?as  again,  and  went  off  with  a  flying  lead,  leaving  the  Violet  with  a  sadder 
but  wiser  crew ;  she  rounded  the  steamer  at  the  Chapman  Head  two  minutes 
ahead  of  the  Violet,  and  four  minutes  ten  seconds  ahead  of  the  Surprise  i 
the  Wild  Wave  and  Midge  next  in  order ;  off  Gravesend  the  Haidee  mate* 
lially  increased  her  lead  with  her  jib  boomed  out ;  and  the  Surprise  closed 
op  with  the  Violet,  both  having  set  square-sails ;  no  other  changes  of  any 
consequence  occurred,  and  they  arrived  at  Erith  in  the  following  order  and 
times  :— 


h.   m.    a* 

Haidee 6    49    45 

Violet 6    62    50 


h.    m.     Si 

Surprise 6    53    45 

Midge 7      6      0 


In  the  centre  board  yacht  match  the  ^pray  and  Little  Vixen  proved  them- 
selves  worthy  antagonists,  the  Midge  and  Czarina  astern  of  them ;  off  Grreen- 
hithe  the  Spray  led,  but  in  St.  Clement's  Reach,  the  Little  Vixen  overhauled 
and  ]Mssed  her ;  in  Nortbfleet  Hope,  however,  the  Spray  again  went  to  the 
iWnit,  after  which  the  was  never  afterwards  passed ;  they  arrived  at  Erith  in 
the  following  order  and  times  :-' 


h.   m.     s. 

Spray  7      »      5 

UiUe  Vixen  ...^ 7    11    10 


h.    m.     s. 

Midge 7    SO      0 

Csariua  7    24      0 


The  Wild  Wave  was  not  placed. 

The  first  prize  was  presented  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  owner  of  the  Haidee ;  the 
second  to  Lord  De  Ros,  owner  of  the  Violet ;  and  the  centre  board  prize  to 
Mr.  Haines,  owner  of  the  Spray. 

Lord  De  Ros  steered  his  vessel  throughout,  and  handled  her  like  a  thorough 
yachtsman. 
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#i»itcr*s  fockir. 

BoTAi.  CiNAJiijtn  Yacht  Club. 

Toromlo,  Canada  Weit,  April  16.  I860. 
DiAa  8iB — I  Mnd  b;  thu  mail  &  copy  of  our  rulei  and  a  U>t  of  oScenCir 
1860.  lalao  lend  ;ou  a  copy  of  a  Circulat  which  onr  Ciub  haa  sent  to  I'm 
diffiereot  EcglUh  cluba,  and  I  think  if  ;ou  were  to  pabliib  it  with  a  Mura 
(aimexed)  of  the  length,  depth,  and  width  of  the  locks  in  the  CiDtdito 
canal*,  jou  would  oblige  many  of  your  naden  at  home.  We  hope  lo  m< 
soma  English  jachta  accompany  Hi«  Boyal  Higbneas  the  Prince  of  Waleioo 
hii  vint  to  Canada,  and  I  feel  Buie  that  neither  His  Royal  fiQgbnesa  or  «dj 
jraehtamen  who  viut  Canada,  will  c<HnplK:[)  of  want  of  attention. 
I  am  yours,  Ac. 

William  A«ii»t«ofo 

Staumeitt  of  Ihe  Frooineial  Canalt,  Aemng  Ihtir  Ungih,  numbtr,  atid  litt  9f  I^ei^ 
D^lk  of  Waitr,  ^. 


Nora.— The   Lockage  from  I«ke  Erie  to  Montieal  Is  all  —  „ 

unoaoti  HI  above  to  534 J  feet.  Tbefall  on  portions  of  the  St- LawiePjM^ 
tween  Lake  Ontario  and  Montreal,  not  Kqairing  Locks,  Is  17  feet-  ,^?1^ 
from  Montreal  to  tide  water  at  Three  Ri*cn  U  13],  maklne  a  total  faU  ir<^ 
Lake  Brie  to  tide  water  of  964^  feet.— J^om  tA/Mlti  Canada  Pirtclcni- 
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8UG«S8TI0M8   POB  YHX   ImPROYSMSHT  OV   TacHT   SaILORS. 

DubUn,  May,  23,  1860. 
Sib, — A  great  deal  has  been  done  of  late  to  improre  the  moral  and  menial 
condition  of  oor  sailors  bj  the  establishment  in  the  principal  ports  of 
**  Homes,**  to  which  Reading  Rooms,  Libraries,  and  even  8ayings*^Banks  are 
attached,  and  no  doubt  a  great  deal  of  good  will  be  the  result  of  such  doings 
for  the  benefit  of  "  Poor  Jack." 

^e  all  regret  the  destruction  of  the  Sailors'  Home  at  Liverpool,  but  that 
lots  will  soon  be  made  good  by  the  wealthy  folk  of  that  town,  who  will  think 
bat  little  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding  such  an  establishment. 

The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  have  lately  fitted  up  a  room  at  the 
Southampton  Docks  as  a  Reading  Room  for  their  officers,  and  could  not  the 
Yacht  Clubs  having  club  houses  at  the  sea-ports  do  something  in  that  way 
for  their  men,  who  are  often  without  any  place  to  remain  in,  when  waiting 
ior  their  owners  or  masters,  besides  a  public-house,  where  so  many  tempta- 
tioos  are  thrown  in  their  way,  and  consequences  that  result  not  necessary  to 
dwell  upon.  Very  little  money  would  fit  up  a  room  sufficient  for  the  purpose; 
*od  ss  to  books  and  papers,  the  old  journals  firom  the  club  room  might  be 
Knt  down.'  Members  and  friends  would  ^make  donations  of  useful  books, 
the  reli^ous  societies  would  gladly  do  so ;  and,  as  most  of  the  men  have 
relatives  at  sea,  a  most  acceptable  journal  in  the  room  would  be  MUekelCt 
^ufitime  EegUter,  published  every  Saturday,  at  54,  Gracechurch- street, 
I<ODdon,  at  a  coat  of  only  4d.  each  member.  It  contains  a  large  amount  of 
shipping  intelligence,  alphabetically  arranged ;  by  it  the  men  could  follow 
their  relatives  and  friends  all  over  the  world,  and  often  be  the  means  of  con- 
veymg  ^ery  interesting  news  of  theuL 

Thistiog  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  offer  this  suggestion 
to  the  clubs,  if  yon  or  they  think  it  deserving  of  any  notice. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Williams. 
To  thi  Editor  H.  Y.  Af. 

Fbishd's  Patbrt  Log. 

May  9,  1860. 

SuLy-^I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  any  of  the  Subscribers  to  your  Magazine 

▼ill  give  the  result  of  their  experience  regarding  the  merit  and  accuracy  of 

Friend's  Patent  Log. 

Faithfully  your.*s, 
To  (ki  EdUor  H.Y.M.  A  SusacaiBBB, 


NOVELTIES  IN  YACHT  BUILDING. 

CoismsaABLB  interest  is  felt  in  yachting  circles,  and  amongst  scientific  men, 
^  the  construction  of  two  yachts,  now  nearly  completed,  at  the  Canada  Iron- 
works, Birkenhead,  as  these  are  the  first  vessels  which  have  been  built  on 
Mr.  H.  Jordan's  patent  of  longitudinalijnstcad  of  vertical,  framing.    The 
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lines  of  the  ▼oaselsk  which  are  aboat  forty  tona  measurement  each,  were 
designed  by  Mr.  Gemmell,  foreman  of  the  works.    One  of  them  will  become 
the  property  of  a  merchant  of  Liverpool  and  the  other  is  for  a  gentleman 
reeidiog  at  the  Lakes.     The  models  of  these  vessels,  which  are  to  be  followed 
by  two  others  on  the  same  principle,  will  be  much  admiredi  and  from  the 
mode  of  lastening  adopted  the  hulls  of  the  yachts  are  as  smooth  as  though 
they  had  been  turned  on  a  lathe.     By  this  mode  of  iron  shipboilding,  the 
invetitor  contrives  to  insert  plates  of  iron  into  the  vessel  seTcn  feet  long, 
without  piercing  them  anywhere,  except  at  the  edges,  and  he  contends  that 
both  cheapness  of  construction  and  strength  of  fabric  are  thereby  obtained. 
The  vessels  are  striking  examples  of  good  workmanship  and  stability,  and  it 
is  more  than  probable  they  will  excite  the  attention  of  shipowners,  and 
induce  others  to  build  on  the  same  principle.    One  will  be  launched  this 
month,  and  she  will  go  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  test  her  qualities  in  the  Royal 
Yacht  Squadron.    'Die  internal  decorations  of  thu  yscht  have  been  designed 
by  her  future  owner,  and  after  drawing  nuiny  plans  of  cabins  he  has  at  length 
succeeded  in  producing  an  amount  of  accommodation  which  could  never 
have  been  expected  in  so  small  a  vessel.    In  addition  to  the  novelty  of  the 
design,  and  the  extraordinary  strength  of  the  yacht,  which  the  yachtsmen 
frequenting  the  waters  in  the  south  of  England  will  witness  in  this  vessel, 
she  possesses  another  feature  of  novelty  in  her  fitting  up,  the  cabins  being 
panelled  in  pitch  pine,  French  polished,  which  makes  a  beautifhl  interior, 
and  which  will  probably  be  the  means  of  introducing  this  hitherto  neglected 
wood  into  huge  consumption  for  internal  decorations.    The  cabins  will  be 
hong  lound  with  crimson  silk  railway  nettings,  and  in  the  ventilation,  and 
other  matters  of  personal  comfort,  the  designer  has  exhibited  a  rare  com- 
bination of  experience  and  taste.    But  it  is  chiefly  to  the  framing  and  &B' 
tenings  of  these  yachts  that  attention  has  to  be  directed,  and  so  fia  as 
strength  goes  the  little  vessels  are  equal  to  a  large  ship.    Mr.  Jordan  is 
about '  to  proceed  to  London  to  lay  before  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  his 
model  of  a  timber-built  gunboat,  which  combines  in  an  eminent  degree 
cheapness  of  construction,  multiplied  chances  of  flotation  and  unusual 
strength. 

EXTRAORDINARY  NEW  YACHT. 

Thxbb  is  afloat  on  the  river  Mersey  one  of  the  greatest  novelties  of  the 
season,  if  not  of  the  age,  a  canoe  yacht,  on  the  principle  of  the  proa  of  the 
Southern  Ocean  Islanders.  She  has  been  constructed  by  the  Hon.  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club,  Mr.  Melllng,  with  such  alteration  and 
improvement  as  his  experience  suggested  in  carrying  out  the  contrivance  in 
an  English  vessel.  Her  builder  is  Mr.  Edward  Kelly,  an  able  mechanic  and 
boat-builder.  Although  the  principle  is  not  new,  and  the  invention  is  solely 
due  to  Indian  genius  and  sagacity,  yet  the  adaptation  in  this  country  is  so 
entire  novelty,  and  has  created  a  vast  amount  of  interest  in  the  Mersey  and 
elsewhere  to  all  who  have  seen  her.   She  is  highly  scientific,  and  solves  many 
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proUemB  in  the  scicnee  of  marine  architecture.    She  is  diametrieaBy  the 

oppoiite  in  everj  particohr  to  all  Eoropean  refaela.    She  has  much  greater 

length  in  proportion  to  her  beam  than  any  other  Tesael  whatever*    Her  two 

ends  are  ezaotly  alike,  turning  up  prettily  in  the  pi ow-Uke  manner  of  the 

aneient  galley,  ending  in  a  handsomely  carved  scrolL    The  moat  surprising 

ftatoEK  is«  that  one  of  her  sides  is  flat,  acting  as  a  lee-board^  and  it  is  on 

this  side  that  abe  always  sails  when  by  the  wind.    The  other  side,  which  is 

the  windward  one,  is  moulded,  rounding  in  the  manner  of  other  vessels.  Her 

bottom,  or  midabip  section,  is  of  a  rounded,  wedge  like  fimn,  and  has  great 

itngth  of  floor.     On  this  side  there  is  a  strong  frameworic,  or  outrigger,  tenly 

built  to  the  veaael;   and  at  the  end,  parallel  with  her. keel,  a  log  of  wood 

Aaptd  into  the  form  of  a  small  boat  is  strongly  attached,  made  hollow  and 

decked  over.     By  this  arrangement  she  is  kept  firom  oversetting,  it  acting 

alto  as  her  ballaat  and  giving  the  required  stability.    This  quality  can  be 

inereaaed  <td  Ubihm.    It  alao  acts  antagonistically  to  the  pressure  of  the 

wind  on  her  sail  when  by  the  wind ;  as  the  pressure  increasea  so  does  die 

gain  stability  by  gradually  feeling  the  whole  weight  of  the  log-boat  aa  it  is 

Kfttd  out  of  the  water.    She  only  draws  about  fifteen  inches  of  water,  yet 

the  flatness  of  her  lee  side  and  its  clear  run  prevents  deflection  from  he* 

courae  when  on  the  wind.    Her  mast  is  placed  exactly  in  the  middle  of  her 

length  perpendicular,  but  stepped  on  one  side,  and  can  be  lowered  on  deck 

at  pleasure.     She  has  one  sail,  which  in  its  principle  of  working  is  as  aur- 

priabg  and  as  novel  as  the  boat  herself.     It  will  tarn  round  to  any  point  of 

the  compass,  and,  working  on  a  centre,  it  can  be  so  adjusted  to  act  as  a 

steering  sail  aa  well  as  a  most  powerful  means  of  propulsion.    She  can  be 

ran  upon  any  rhumb  line  of  the  compass,  in  a  direct  course,  merely  by  vary* 

ing  the  angle  of  the  sail.    It  can  be  reefed  to  any  degree  required  to  meet 

the  power  of  the  wind,  and  yet  retain  its  original  shape.    This  is  effected  by 

the  simple  and  perfect  process  of  roUing  it  up  at  the  foot  on  the  lower  yard. 

The  general  simplidty  of  the  conatniction  of  the  vessel  and  ingenuity  of 

contrivance  in  her  sail  and  tackle  is  beyond  that  of  any  other  vessel — one 

mast,  one  sail,  one  shroud,  three  blocks,  one  halyard,  two  sheets  and  braces 

comprise  all  her  tackle.    The  seamanship,  or  manner  of  sailing  her,  too,  is 

not  the  least  part  of  the  novelty.    Two  hands,  in  moderate  weather,  one 

sitting  at  each  end,  have  perfect  command  over  the  vessd,  and  she  is  steered 

by  them  alternately,  with  a  broad  paddle,  according  to  the  tack  she  is  upon. 

^e  sails  either  end  foremost,  that  which  was  her  bow  becondag  the  stem, 

sod  vice  versa.    She  is  never  ''put  about,**  but  when  required  to  go  on  the 

opposite  tack,  the  steersman  mmly  **  keeps  her  away**  until  hw  sail  fills  at 

the  opposite  end ;  that  which  was  the  fbre«leech,  and  the  end  of  the  yard  is 

PSMed  under  a  notch  to  keep  down  the  tack  of  the  sail.    Thus  is  aH  the 

^^^ofuaion  of  tacking  done  away  with.    In  case  of  a  sudden  squall,  a  single 

"^yard  let  go  brings  down  the  sail  on  deck  immediately,  and  the  danger  of 

the  gafi'^sail  and  its  complexity  is  avoided ;  nor  is  there  any  gybing,  and  its 

hazardous  consequences,  .to  encounter.    Combined  with  all  these  desirable 

properties,  fix>m  the  fiict  of  the  vessel  requiring  no  ballast  whatever  beyond 
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her  stores,  she  is  as  buoyant  as  a  cork,  and  being  oonstmcted  throogboat  of 
wood,  she  can  never  founder,  and  is  a  life-boat  in  principle.     Her  prow  at 
each  end  rising  boldly  up,  with  curved  lines,  enables  her  to  rise  to  the  sea, 
and  her  length  of  floor  and  general  buoyancy  prevents  any  of  those  sadden 
and  heavy  plunges  which  take  place  with  vessels  loaded  with  lead  or  iroo 
ballast  and  heavy  spars.    She  will  rise  with  the  utmost  promptitude  oa  the 
top  of  the  wave,  or  in  scudding  before  the  sea  go  over  it  from  her  superior 
lightness.    Swimming  on  an  even  keel,  and  drawing  so  little  water,  she  can 
run  over  banks  and  get  into  shallows,  or  make  harbour,  when  other  Teasela 
are  compelled  to  keep  at  sea  or  wait  a  tide.     We  have  said  nothing  of  her 
velocity  or  capabilUy  of  passing  through  the  water,  yet  this  is  her  moat  sur- 
prising quality.    From  the  general  curvature  of  her  bottom,  and  bold  flang- 
ing stems,  she  can  be  propelled  through  the  water  with  a  speed  which  would 
send  any  other  sailing  vessel  bows  under.    From  the  above  description  it 
will  be  very  evident  to  the  scientific  reader,  that  her  capability  of  speed  is 
something  very  considerable.     We  shall  conclude  with  the  statement  that 
she  carries  three  timet  more  canvas,  according  to  the  resbtance  of  the  vertical 
midship  section  immersed,  than  the  fleetest  of  our  yachts.    A  model  of  one 
of  the  Indian  canoe  msy  be  seen  at  the  museum  of  the  United  Service  in 
WhitehalL 


REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

June   S^Irish  Model,  Second  and  Third  Class. 

5— Banelagh  Yacht  Club  Match. 

7 -Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club  Match. 

9— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Clob  Match. 

13— Hoyal  London  Yacht  Club  Matches  for  First  and  Second  Class. 
14— Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club  Corinthian  Match. 
]  6— Irish  Model,  First  and  Second  Class. 
29 — Royal  Thames  Yacht  Club — Schooner  Match. 
30— Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club,  First,  Second  and  Third  Class. 
July  5— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Yacht  Club,  Second  Match. 

7— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Corinthian  Match. 

9— Irish  Model  Yacht  Club— Challenge  Cup. 
1 1  and  12— Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club  Regatta  at  Kingstown. 
14— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club,  Second  Biatch. 
19  and  20— Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
21— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club,  Second  Match. 
25  and  26— Blilford  Haven  Regatta. 
28— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Regatta  at  Dunoon. 
Sl^Royal  Yacht  Squadron  Regatta  begins. 


AU  eammmdeaiiona  to  be  addreeeed  to  the  Editor^  6,  New  Church  St.j  N  W, 

HUNT  fc  Coh  PrlnUn,  €,  New  Gfanreh  Strttk,  Edgwar*  Road. 
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REGATTAS  OP  THE  SEASON. 

OwiHo  to  the  accounts,  which  we  feel  bound  to  present  to  our 
Raders  of  the  Hegattas  that  have  been  held  in  the  Thames,  and  else- 
where, we  are  obliged  to  postpone  the  continuation  of  the  papers  in 
'*  yachts  and  Vackiinff"  but  beg  to  assure  our  readers  they  will  be 
resumed  immediately  that  the  pressure  of  current  events  admits.  In 
the  mean  time  we  shall  bring  up  the  series  of  illustrations  to  the  full 
number  for  reference  in  the  matter  already  published. 

VTe  regret  that  owing  to  the  late  date  at  which  it  was  held  in  June, 
^e  are  not  enabled  this  month  to  record  the  doings  of  the  Royal  Mersey 
Yacht  dub  Regatta,  but  in  our  August  number  we  shall  give  a  detuled 
account  written  especially  for  this  Magazine.  With  regard  to  the  Re- 
gattas held  in  the  Irish  Seas,  which  have  become  so  justly  popular 
amongst  the  Yachtsmen  of  the  United  Kingdom,  we  shall  also  take 
care  that  special  attention  be  devoted  to  them.  t 

Belfast  commences  with  an  excellent  programme  on  the  4th  and  5th 
of  July,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Marquis  of  Donegal,  Lord  Dufferin, 
liOtd  Lurgan,  Sir  John  Amott,  m.p.,  Marquis  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Bangor,  Sir  H.  M.  Cairns,  m.f.,  R.  Davison,  Esq.,  m.p.,  D.  S.  Ker, 
Esq.,  M.p^  Robert  Batt,  Esq.,  and  John  Thomson,  Esq.  The  prizes, 
(fint  day),  for  all  Yachts  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  or  New  York  Club, 
a  eehooner  and  lugger  race  for  40  sovs. ;  Yachts  under  15  tons,  22 
80T8. ;  Yachts  of  8  tons  and  under,  15  sovs.  Second  day,  prizes  of  60, 
30,  and  25  sovs.  will  be  given.     The  admeasurement  will  be  according 
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to  the  Itojal  Thames  Tacht  Cluhi  and  the  allowanoe  of  time  for 
ence  of  tonnage  according  to  Ackers'  scale.  The  head-quarters  for 
yachts  is  generally  either  Carrickfergus  Roads  or  off  Coltra  ;  the  latter 
station  was  the  head- quarters  upon  the  last  occasion^  in  1855,  when  the 
Cymha,  Glance,  Coralie,  Foam,  Surprise,  Gipsey,  and  Onda  contended. 
There  was  a  very  nice  course  of  32  nautic  miles,  starting  from  Coltn, 
past  Grey  Point,  round  a  flag-boat  stationed  off  Bangor  Bay  ;  thenoe 
round  a  flag-boat  anchored  off  Kilroot  Point,  on  the  Antrim  ooast^ 
hack  outside  the  red  buoy  off  the  south  edge  of  the  Carrickferg^ 
Bank,  round  a  flag-boat  moored  off  Greig's  House,  on  the  Antrim  side 
also,  and  thence  across  the  Lough  to  the  flag-ship  off  Cultra,  twice 
round. 

This  formed  an  admirable  course  ;  and,  as  we  have  not  heard  to  Ab 
contrary,  presume  it  will  be  somewhat  similar  this  year.  There  is  a 
railway  communication  from  Holywood  by  Cultra  to  Belfiist.  With 
northerly  winds  the  best  shelter  and  riding  is  in  Carrickfergus  Boads, 
just  abreast  of  the  castle,  in  from  two-and-a-half  to  three  &thom8  of 
water ;  but  with  southerly  winds,  off  Cultra  will  be  found  the  best 
spot  in  a  similar  depth  of  water.  These  anchorages  are  not  more  than 
two-and-a-half  miles  apart  firom  the  Antrim  to  the  Down  side  of  the 
Lough. 

Belfast  Lough  is  open  and  clear  of  dangers ;  the  only  principal  ones 
being  Carrickfergus  Bank,  which  is  well  buoyed;  the  oyster  bank, 
which  reaches  about  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  Red  Hie  Lighthouse 
abreast  of  Holywood  ;  and  the  North  Briggs  ree^  between  White  Head 
and  Kilroot  Point  on  the  northern  shore.     All  these  are  plainly  marked 
in  the  Admiralty  chart.    The  tide  in  the  Lough  rises  1 1  feet  in  springs, 
and  9-^  in  neaps,  and  the  establishment  of  the  port  is  10-25.     There  is 
excellent  and  commodious  dockage  at  Belfiast,  and  likewise  railway  com- 
munication with  Carrickfergus.     The  scenery  of  the  bay  and  surrounding 
country  is  very  beautiful,  and  the  college  and  botanical  gardens  are  well 
worthy  the  stranger's  attention.     Yachtsmen  approaching  the  entrance 
of  the  Lough  from  the  southward,  and  with  a  leading  wind,  will  6nd  a 
channel  called  Copeland  Sound,  between  the  Great  Copeland  Island  and 
the   mainland.     The  principal  danger  in  it  is  the  Deputy  reef,  upon 
which  there  is  a  red  buoy.     By  giring  this  buoy  a  berth  of  a  cable's 
length  four  and  fire  &thom  of  water  will  be  found  in  the  middle  of  this 
sound.     It  is  not  adyisable  for  a  stranger  to  go  through  the  sound 
between  the  Great  Copeland  Island  and  the  lattle,  or  Lighthouse  Island, 
as  there  are  three  patches  or  reefs  called  the  Gillett,  the  Ninaen  Bushes^ 
and  the  Platters,  which  might  pick  him  up  unawares.     To  the  norih  or 
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ouinde  of  these  Islands,  the  month  of  the  Lough  extends  for  seren  miles 
asrosi  to  Black  Head,  perfectly  open  and  elear  of  all  dangefs. 

The  Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  Club  Regatta  will  take  place  in  the 

«s^  following  the  Belfast,  namely  11th  and   12th  of  July  ;  we  haTO 

not  been  as  yet  fovored  with  a  programme,  bat  have  no  doubt  the  prises 

viD  be  Taloable  and  numeroos,  for  this  Club  and  the  Royal  Irish  are 

sot  in  any  way  penurious  on  these  occasions.     The  mn  from  Cultra 

Boads  in  Belfast  Lough  to  Kingstown  Harbour  moorings  b  102  nauUe 

Bulei.     When  abreast  of  St.  John's  Point  Light,  30  miles  to  the  south- 

vard  of  the  Copeland  Islands,  if  it  be  night  time  and  the  weather  clear, 

tbe  yachtsman  will  see  the  Calf  of  Man  Lights  to  the  eastward  quite 

fislinctly.     The  north  and  south  flood  tides  meet  off  St.  John's  Point, 

90  that  if  a  yatchsman  takes  the  early  flood  tide  from  the  Copelands  and 

bits  the  top  of  high  water  off  this  point,  he  will  take  a  rattling  ebb  tide 

under  bim  down  to  Lambay  Island,  and  then  if  he  has  not  wind  enough 

to  bnrst  up  the  young  flood,  he  will  find  good  anchorage  and  shelter  in 

tbe  Sound  of  Ireland's  Eye  until  the  water  slackens  and  allows  him  to  get 

leand  Howth  Head  ;  or  if  he  orerruns  the  last  of  the  southern  flood  at 

St.  John's  Point  with  a  leading  wind,  he  may  be  enabled  to  carry  the 

^b  right  into  Dublin  Bay.     Yatchsmen  will  psrticularly  notice  that  the 

l^t  in  St  John's  Poiot,  which  has  hitherto  been  a  white  light,  will  on 

sad  after  the  1st  of 'July,  1860,  be  a  red  light,  revolving  as  heretofore 

^▼ery  minute  ;  and  also  that  on  and  after  the  Ist  of  July,  I860,  a  light 

will  be  exhibited  during  the  night  from  the  new  lighthouse  erected  upon 

the  BockabilL     This  an  outlying  steep-to  rock,  40  miles   S.W.  of  St. 

Iohn*s  Point,  15  miles  north-east  of  Howth  Head,  and  stands  2}  miles 

to  the  eastwaid  of  the  Fingal  Skerries  Islands.     The  light  will  be  a 

flasbiug  light,  showing  bright  every  12  seconds,  and  of  the  natural  color 

white,  as  seen  between  the  bearings  S.  ^  £•  (round  by  the  eastward) 

to  N.E.  by  N.    It  will  show  red  round  by  the  westward  between  the 

ttme  bearmgs.    There  is  15  fathom  water  between  this  rock  and  the 

islands. 

On  the  same  night,  also,  the  lights  on  the  fore  and  mizen  masts  of  the 
^h  Lightship,  moored  off  the  entrance  to  Dublin  Bay,  will  be  lowered 
SUE  and  five  feet  respectively,  the  light  in  the  mainmast  remaining  at 
Its  usual  height.  This  has  been  found  necessary,  as  the  three  lights, 
irhen  the  vessel  rode  end  on,  were  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  a  single  fixed 
%ht. 

The  mainmast  light  by  this  new  arrangement  will  be  16  feet  above  the 
others,  and  36  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  fore  and  mizen 
^ti  will  be  20  feet  above  sea  level.     From  the  same  date,  also,  she 
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will  oarry  a  black  ball  at  each  of  her  mast  heads.    The  attractioa  of  the 
Royal  St  George's  Begatta  will,  as  usual,  bring  an  immense  fleet  oi 
yachts  to  Kingstown  Harbour.     Generally  speaking  it  has  a  pretty  tidy 
fleet  of  its  own  ;  but  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  the  nnmbera  that 
attend  the  regatta  meetings  have  so  much  increased,  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  give  up  almost  one-half  of  the  harbour  to  the  yachts 
alone.     This  season's  regatta,  irom  the  number  of  yessek  expect^,  it 
is  anticipated  will  be  one  of  the  best  ever  yet  held.     Erer  since  the 
appearance  of  the  famous  American  schooner  amongst  us,  yacht  builders 
and  yacht  owners  have  gone  on  unceasingly  re-modelling  the  old,  and 
producing  new  vessels  of  wonderful  speed  and  beauty ;  and  some  of  the 
fastest  vessels  that  this  or  any  other  country  can  produce  will  be  pitted 
against  each  other  on  the  1 1th  and  12th  of  July  in  Dublin  Bay.     There 
cannot  be  a  finer  sea-going  course  for  testing  the  powers  of  a  vessel  on 
eveiy  point  of  sailing,  and  the  sailing  committee  of  the  Royal  St. 
George's  Club  have  spared  no  pains  to  meet  the  wishes  of  every  yachts- 
man desirous  of  contending  for  their  prizes.     A  dear  stage  and  no  &vor 
is  their  motto  ;  and  a  hearty  Irish  welcome  to  all  who  venture  the  £dn- 
erald  Wave; 

The  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  Regatta  commences  on  the  19th  July, 
and  will  be  continued  on  the  20th,  and  the  committee  will  add  a  prise 
of  25  sovs.  to  sweepstakes  of  10s.  each,  for  yachts  of  all  classes  belonging 
to  members  of  royal  yacht  clubs,  to  sail  from  Kingstown  on  Friday  the 
13th  July,  at  high-water,  p.m.,  and  to  be  won  by  the  yacht  first  arriving 
o£P  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  Battery  in  Cork  Blarbour.     This  is  an 
excellent  idea,  and  will  no  doubt  be  much  appreciated  by  yacht  owners 
attending  the  Royal  St.  Greorge's  Regatta,  as  it  will  be  an  inducement 
to  many  to  try  for  the  prize.     The  distance  from  the  moorings  in  Kings- 
town to  the  anchorage  off  Queenstown  club-house  is  151  nautic  miles. 
This  will  be  a  most  exciting  match,  for  all  will  go  for  it  from  Kings- 
town, if  not  to  win  at  least  to  do  their  individual  best,  and  great  interest 
will  attach  as  to  whether  a  clipper  racer  or  a  comfortable  jog-along 
cruiser  will  carry  off  this  ocean  prize. 

The  Royal  Cork  offers  the  following  prizes  : — Mr.  Wise's  Cup  value 
100  guineas,  open  to  all  yachts  of  25  tons  and  upwards  ;  the  Carlisle 
prize  of  60  sovs.,  for  yachts  of  50  tons  and  upwards ;  another  of  45 
sovs.  for  yachts  not  exceeding  50  tons  ;  and  Railway  Companies  prize 
of  25  sovs. ;  this  completes  the  first  day.  On  the  following,  prizes  of 
100  sovs.  for  yachts  of  all  classes,  and  50  sovs.  for  schooners  only  ;  then 
the  Carroll  Challenge  Cup  of  50  sovs.  value  with  20  sovs.  added.  This 
will  be  followed  by  a  race  open  to  all  yachts,  the  Indian  prize  of  360 
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mpeesy  prewoled  by  Captftins  WiUuunt  and  EUu  ;  other  prises  will  be 
■ailed  for,  w>  tbat  a  fint-iate  programme  U  pieaented  by  this  ancient 
elab. 

Tachtamen  coming  from  the  southward  to  the  St.  George's  Regatta, 
or  proceeding  from  it  to  Cork,  will  do  well  to  remember^  that  on  and 
after  the  let  of  July,  1860,  the  two  lights,  one  revolving  and  the  other 
fixed,  now  exhibited  from  the  Blackwater  Bank  Light-ship,  will  be  dis- 
cootinued,  and  that  in  their  place  a  bright  fixed  light  will  be  exhibited 
from  the  mainmast  of  this  vessel ;  she  will  also  carry  a  black  ball  at  her 
maat-head.  Likewise  they  will  notice  that  at  the  same  date  the  fixed 
brig^ht  light  now  exhibited  from  the  Arklow  Bank  Lightship  will  be 
dieoontinued,  and  in  its  place  will  be  shown  a  bright  revolving  light, 
attaining  its  g^reatest  brilliancy  once  in  every  minute.  We  deem  it  our 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  to  these  changes,  in  the  St. 
George's  Channel  lights,  coming  into  operation  just  as  they  do  immedi- 
ately previous  to  the  regattas,  and  in  case  the  notices  issued  by  the 
Ballast  Office  at  Dublin  may  have  escaped  their  memoxy. 

lo  the  English  waters  we  have  several  regattas  announced  for  this 
month,  but  we  regret  to  say  that  one  of  the  principal  of  the  season,  viz., 
the  Royal  Thames  Tacht  Club  schooner  match,  will  not  take  place,  in 
eonsequence  of  an  insufficient  entry,  the  Wildfire  beiog  the  only  vessel. 

On  the  25th  and  26th  July  the  Milford  Haven  Regatta  will  be  held, 
wlueh  will  be  followed,  on  the  31st,  by  the  Swansea.  The  prizes  at  both 
are  generally  worth  contending  for,  and  will,  on  the  present  occasion,  be 
given  on  a  liberal  scale.  Although  many  of  our  veteran  yachtsmen  know 
ihe  directions  for  entering  the  harbours,  still  some  of  our  readers  may  not 
be  so  happily  placed  ;  we  will,  therefore,  give  the  following  firom  the 
Coasier^s  Companion: — 

Milord  JTaeen.-— Approaching  this  from  the  south-westward  the 
fint  land  you  make  is  Precelly  Mountain,  which  you  will  see  long 
before  the  other  objects  on  the  coast ;  bring  it  to  bear  E.N.E.,  and  it 
will  lead  yon  from  the  offing  to  the  entrance.  This  is  the  only  safe 
harbour  fi>r  a  large  ship  between  the  Land's  En<l  and  Holy  Head. 

It  is  the  most  secure  and  commodious  harbour  in  England,  and  may 
be  entered  without  a  pilot,  either  by  night  or  day,  even  with  contrary 
winds,  only  taking  the  tide;  and  vessels  may,  without  either  anchor 
or  cable,  run  ashore  within  it,  in  complete  safety,  on  a  bed  of  soft  oaze,  in 
Angle  Bay.  But  in  thick  weather,  nothing  but  absolute  necessity  should 
induce  any  one  to  run  for  it,  as  it  is  then  safer  to  keep  a  good  offing. 

iS^iuea.— -This  is  a  pier  haven,  and  lies  N.E.  J  E.,  3  miles  from 
Mumbles  Lighthouse.     To  enter  it,  after  having  ^passed  the  Mixeo  and 
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Momblei  Pointy  by  bringiDg  Kilyey  Old  HUi  on  with  White  Elbow  of 
Swansea  Elastern  IHer  (aa  before  mentioned)  oontinoe  in  this  £reclioa 
until  the  soathern  bluff  at  Mumbles  Height^  bearing  W*  bj  N^  is  on 
with  the  north  side  of  the  head  of  Mumbles  Lighthouse  (which  will  cairj 
you  between  the  Inner  and  Outer  Green  Grouods) ;  then  get  Kilvey 
Old  Mill  to  bear  N.E.  by  £•,  appearing  between  Port  Tennant  White 
Look-out  aod  a  stone  coloured  inn^  and  this  mark  will  lead  to  Swansea 
Pier,  clear  of  the  east  end  of  Green  Grounds,  To  cross  the  bar  bring 
the  red  house  eastward  of  Swansea,  on  with  the  western  pier -head,  bearing 
North  :  this  mark  will  carry  you  in  not  less  than  7^  feet  water  at  half- 
tide,  up  to  the  pier-heads  ;  observing  to  keep  plenty  of  way  upon  the 
the  vessel,  in  order  to  counteract  a  constant  set  upon  the  esstern  pier. 
Vessels  from  the  eastward,  bound  to  Swansea,  having  psssed  the  west  end 
of  the  ScarwecUher  Sands  by  steering  N.N.E.  ^  £,,  will  ayoid  the 
Green  Grounds,  and  may  then  proceed  over  the  bar,  as  before  directed. 
There  is  a  lighthouse  on  the  western  pier-head,  which  shows  a  fixed  light 
of  a  red  colour  ;  the  building  is  white,  with  a  black  top,  the  lantern 
being  28  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  at  high  water,  and  the  light  is 
exhibited  so  long  as  their  are  eight  feet  upon  the  bar.  High  water  in 
Swansea  Bay,  full  and  change,  at  5h.  56m.  Spring-tides  rise  30  feet, 
neaps  15. 

The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  will  begin  their  aquatic  carnival  on  the 
8 1st  July,  on  which  occasion  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort's 
cup  is  to  be  sailed  for,  and  will  be  open  to  cutters  of  the  Royal  Yacht 
Squadron  of  50  tons,  Ackers^s  scale,  with  the  usual  conditions  Chat 
three  shall  start  or  no  race.  On  referring  to  the  Squadron  List,  we  find 
there  are  21  cutters  eligible  for  the  match,  some  of  which  are  choice 
vessels  of  the  past  few  years  ;  and  a  very  interesting  match  will  no  doubt 
be  the  result  Her  Majesty's  Cup  is  appointed  to  be  sailed  for  on 
Thursday  following,  and  will  be  open  to  schooners  of  the  R:Y.S.  above 
100  tons.  This  inatch,  should  there  be  good  entries,  will  afford  mnch 
excitement,  particularly  with  those  of  from  100  to  150  tons,  of  which 
there  are  several  new  productions.  This  match  will  also  be  a  time  raos^ 
and  a  quarter  of  a  minute  per  ton  will  be  allowed  for  the  difference  of 
tonnage.  No  day  has  yet  been  appointed  for  the  Squadron^s  priae  of 
£100,  which,  we  understand,  will  he  open  to  yachts  of  any  royal  yacht 
dub  on  a  time  race  of  half  Ackers's  scale,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
Boyal  Thames  Yacht  Club,  but  the  sailing  regulations  of  the  squadron 
will  be  adhered  to.  On  each  occasion  the  course  will  be  that  of  the 
R.Y.S.,  viz.  from  the  starting  vessel  moored  off  the  R.  Y.S.  Castle,  thence 
to  the  eastward  round  the  Warner  Light- vessel,  returning  to  the  north- 
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trard  of  the  Calshot  Light-ship,  passing  to  the  northward  of  the 
Brambles,  thence  round  a  station  vessel  moored  off  Egypt  Point,  passing 
between  the  starting  vessel  and  the  Castle  ;  twice  round. 

Bj-the  bje  we  nearly  omitted  to  notice  the  Prince  of  Wales  Yacht 
Club  match,  which  is  fixed  for  the  13th  of  July  ;  and  on  this  occasion 
the  Challenge  Cup,  given  to  the  Wellington  Tacht  Club^  will  be  sailed 
for  a  second  time—* the  Haidee  having  won  it  last  year^>and  should  she 
enter  the  contest  we  m^j  expect  to  see  her  again  the  winner  ;  at  present 
die  19  the  *'  champion  of  the  light  weights*'  on  the  Thames. 
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BT  AN    OLD   SALT. 

Haviho  dealt  pretty  fully  respecting  the  yacht  seamen  of  Cowes,  and 
their  generally  bad  repute  amongst  that  dass  from  whom  they  can  alone 
hope  for  either  employment  or  patronage,  I  shall  now  touch  upon  the 
causes  which  have  more  or  less  led  to  this  painful  state  of  matters.  I 
am  afraid  the  owners  of  yachts  are  in  some  degree  responsible  for  this 
jrtate  of  things,  not  anfy  as  to  Cowes  seamen,  but  the  general  morale 
a&cting  any  other  outlay  connected  with  their  yachts.  In  short,  what 
constitates  the  Cowes  Catechism  with  respect  to  yacht  owners.  Who  is 
the  good  owner?  He  who  pays  any  and  every  charge  levied  on  him 
(he  being  aUowed  to  grumble),  but  pay.  This  constitutes  the  gentleman, 
par  excellence.  He  who  has  nerve  or  inclination  enough  to  see  personally 
into  his  own  affairs,  and  who  has  the  hardihood  to  openly  object  to  pay 
from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  he  ought  to  do;  is  in  fact, 
generally  speaking,  held  to  be  no  gentleman.  The  fact  is,  there  are 
certain  customs  connected  with  the  general  expenditure  of  yachts,  which 
haTe  been  allowed  to  form  themselves  into  so  fundamental  a  part  of  the 
whole  system,  and  which  are  at  the  same  time  admitted  on  all  hands  to 
be  so  obnoxious,. that  nothing  but  a  united  and  well  directed  effort  of  the 
owners  themselves  can  correct  the  abuse ;  individual  efforts  are  not  of 
the  slightest  use.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  comprising  the  good 
df  many,  be  they  rich  or  poor,  le  union faU  la  force  ;  and  nothing  but 
die  combined  effort  of  ^e  owners,  exhibited  by  the  well  digested  for- 
mation of  certain  byclaws  respectmg  the  whole  discipline  of  their  yachts* 

*  Continued  ttom  page  245. 
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routine  and  expenditure,  will  erer  set  aside  what  is  dailj  acknowledged 
as  beooming  an  increasing  nuisance. 

Noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  have  been  owners  of  some  yean' 
experience  may  have  gained  sufficient  knowledge  to  hold  this  advice 
cheap  enough ;  but  they  should  consider  how  many  yachting  novices  are 
yearly  elected  members,  whose  nearly  total  ignorance  of  the  best  way  to 
carry  out  their  intentions  of  becoming  owners  of  Well  appmnted  yachts, 
leaves  them  open  to  every  species  of  imposition,  all  tending  to  extreme 
annoyance  as  well  as  loss  of  means,  a  great  part  of  which  might  be 
greatly  ameliorated  by  the  enactment  of  certain  rules  for  their  guidance, 
equally  important  with  their  Admiralty  Warrant  and  other  privileges. 
As  &r  as  Jack  alone  goes,  and  his  sticking  for  his  fiiU  shute  of  clothes, 
and  various  other  parkisiies;  which  custom  alone  has  made  him  feel  as 
an  absolute  right,  in  lieu  of  a  bonus,  why  what  can  be  said  beyond 
this,  where  little  is  given,  little  can  be  expected. 

This  adage,  by  the  way,  does  not  refer  to  the  above-named  parAutCe^, 
but  to  the  man's  want  of  that  mental  culture  which  stimulates  feeling 
into  probity  of  conduct  Of  all  classes  of  the  untaught  and  oncared  for, 
the  common  seaman  has  ever  had  the  least  chance  of  raising  himself 
above  his  present  level.  His  erratic  mode  of  life  seems  to  isolate  him 
from  the  benefit  of  many  of  those  social,  and  beneficent  feelings^  which 
the  humanely  wealthy  scatter  abroad  in  practical  charity  towards  the 
ever  visible  poor  around  them.  He  grows  up  a  boy,  the  son  of  a  sailor- 
father,  whose  absence  from  home  ever  exceeds  his  presence  there  ;  and 
before  any  one  can  have  formed  such  an  interest  in  him  as  can  condoce 
to  his  future  benefit  through  life  either  mentally  or  physically,  he  either 
runs  away  from  home  to  join  some  ship  going  abroad,  or  is  bound 
apprentice  to  the  sea.  God  help  him  say  I ;  for  generally  speaking, 
supposing  him  to  be  literally  pitched  and  feathered,  and  triced  up  to  a 
yard  arm  to  flutter  for  a  day  in  the  wind,  it  would  bear  no  comparison 
vrith  the  defilement  of  the  moral  pitch  he  comes  in  contact  vrith  on  aD 
sides,  in  the  forecastle  of  a  merchantman.  The  usual  mode  of  expression 
with  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  all  seamen,  is  so  interlarded  with  oatfas^ 
that  the  only  utterance  of  God's  word  and  Holy  name  is  nearly  ever 
coupled  wich  its  abuse  and  blasphemy.  This  boy,  being  youngest 
apprentice,  is  more  particularly  d — d  than  his  fellows,  and  in  self  defence 
soon  learns  to  retort  in  kind,  when  and  wherever  he  dare.  Then  oomes 
smoking,  chewing,  drinking,  and  too  often  pilfering,  and  to  crown  all, 
the  chances  are  more  than  fifty  to  one>  but  that  neither  master  nor  mate, 
passenger,  nor  shipmate,  ever  seek  to  teach  this  poor  boy  the  very 
commonest  sense  of  religious  feeling.     Of  the  world  and  any  of  its 
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better  attributes  he  knows  nothing ;  and  only  learns  what  feeds  and 
festers  his  worse  appetites  and  passions  ;  and  he  grows  up  to  man's  estate, 
a  sort  of  marine  Arab  with  the  sea  his  desert,  and  with  but  few  and 
loose  re-unions  with  those  of  his  kin,  whom  absence  render  indifferent  to 
erery  better  effort  in  his  favour. 

Take  this  boy  and  man's  life  and  compare  it  with  that  of  a  shore* 
going  lad,  sheltered  from  yice  by  the  ever  watchful  eye  of  a  loving 
mother,  or  the  sterner  rebuke  of  a  respectably  conducted  father,  and  add 
to  these  the  kind  interest  of  wealthy  friends,  the  earnest  teaching  of  a 
devout  minister,  and  then  say  ;  if  the  first  sinks  in  treading  the  waters 
of  life,  whether  some  little  apology  and  pity  may  not  be  mingled  with 
his  Tery  just  condemnation ;  yet  of  such  materials  in  a  more  or  less 
degree  are  composed  even  yachts^  seamen.  True,  they  are  cleanly,  they 
must  be  so,  civil  and  often  servile  on  the  same  principle,  as  also  sober 
and  obedient  to  orders  under  the  eye  and  immediate  presence  of  their 
owner ;  but  whence  arises  the  perpetaal  complaint  that  quarrels  so  often 
oceur  in  yachts'  forecastles,  and  ladies'  ears  are  offended  by  hearing 
language  unfit  for  utterance  or  repetition.  Simply  because  if  ever  Jack 
is  left  to  his  own  devices  with  plenty  to  eat  and  little  to  do,  the  organ 
ef  discord  at  onse  breaks  forth,  and  truly  Jack  is  by  no  means  a  solitary 
kistance  of  this  cause  and  effect  Let  us  with  due  respect  step  aft,  and 
^ea  beg  of  all  owners  who  are  obliging  enough  to  do  so,  to  say,  if, 
when  wishing  to  make  up  a  man's  party  of  4  or  o  or  6,  for  a  mouth's 
eraise,  it  is  not  a  very  delicate  measure  to  carry  out,  so  as  to  avoid  either 
a  wet  blanket,  or  one  of  those  men  who  are  very  good  fellows  for  a 
week,  and  shocking  bad  cues  for  a  month. 

In  fact,  very  often  only  four  Ure  chosen,  because  of  the  very  difficulty 
arising  firom  this  cause  ;  the  immediate  and  perpetual  propinquity  of  such 
a  person  being  unavoidable  on  board  ship,  where  he  cannot  be  civUfy 
cut  as  your  guest,  or  put  on  shore  as  a  bore.  If  these  cases  exist  with 
all  the  advantages  of  high  breeding  and  education  to  keep  them  in  cheeky 
what  can  be  expected  of  Jack,  penned  up  in  a  forecastle,  so  as  to  compel 
all  but  personal  contact,  half  roasted  and  two-thirds  idle.  It  is  true 
that  the  presence  of  his  two-thirds  roasted  skipper,  whose  berth  is  hot 
enough  to  become  his  death,  has  some  negative  power  in  keeping  down 
ang^  demonstrations  of  too  loud  a  kind ;  but  the  only  cure  for  this  sort 
of  thing  is  to  find  some  mental  work  of  ever  so  simple  a  kind  for  Jack's 
idle  hours.  Give  the  man  who  can  write,  so  much  for  teaching  him 
who  cannot^  and  the  same  by  reading  and  cyphering ,  and  at  the  end  of 
a  season,  five  shillings  worth  of  copybooks  and  slates,  and  £2  worth  of 
periodicals,  and  £8  worth  of  rewards,  enhanced  by  the  exhibition  of  even 
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ai  much  iuterest  as  would  be  evoked  by  ihe  turn  of  the  distemper  in  a 
fayorite  puppy,  will  go  very  far  towards  proficiency,  (if  not  graUtade), 
at  least  peace  and  quietness  forward.  There  was  a  time  when  I  eould 
haye  heartily  joined  in  the  laugh  this  sort  of  advice  will  call  forth,  and 
haye  considered  the  fellow  who  broached  it  a  regular  muff,  more  especi- 
ally if  referring  to  the  carrying  out  of  any  devotional  exercises  on  the 
Sabbath  day,  which  many  a  foremost  man  would  gladly  hear,  mark, 
learn,  and  inwardly  digest,  if  he  was  but  held  worthy  so  great  a  boon. 
I  am  free  to  confess  however,  that  once  upon  a  time  I  thought  Jack's 
mental  qualities  and  religious  feelings  as  too  obtuse  and  wanting  to  be 
ever  raised  to  a  better  standard,  and  as  my  awakening  firom  this  state 
of  uncharitable  and  unchristian  misconception  was  rather  of  a  humbling 
description,  both  mental  and  bodily,  I  will  just  place  it  before  my  readers^ 
with  not  the  slightest  wish  to  sermonize,  but  to  shew  by  what  strange 
causes  and  effects  some  results  are  produced. 

I  was  in  command  of  what  was  in  that  day  of  sails,  called  a  crack 
West  Indiaman,  and  being  about  to  sail  from  London,  I  had  a  few  friends 
on  board  at  lunch,  and  old  sea  borne  Maderia  ;  such  a  ban  bouche  no 
acidity,  but  a  mellow  richness  of  taste  and  flavour  combined,  with  such 
a  bouquet — Don*t  mention  it, — more  especially  as  not  one  man  in  one 
thousand  in  this  humid  atmosphere  knows  what  good  flavoured  Maderia 
is. — ^Niggers  and  Maderia  go  together  for  good  or  ill,  and  neither  can 
bear  cold  or  damp.  Well,  we  had  tiffin  and  were  sufficiently  **  plena 
BaechC*  to  be  ridiculously  droll,  when,  as  we  were  smoking  oar  old  and 
real  Havannas  on  the  poop,  who  should  make  his  appearance  at  the 
gangway  and  on  the  quarter-deck,  but  one  of  those  itinerant  bestowen 
of  religious  tracts,  whom  the  Wesleyan  and  other  church  and  diapel 
authorities  send  out  on  the  too  often  thankless  errand  of  casting  the 
pearl  above  all  price,  before— hem— >non  nU  r^corcKo.— Now,  had  this 
reverend  person  been  "  the  Friar  of  orders  grey,''  and  with  presence  to 
match,  we  should  have  offered  him  a  weed  and  a  glass  of  rum  punch,  I 
should  have  taken  his  tracts  and  given  them  (when  he  was  gone),  to  the 
steward  to  roll  champagne  bottles  in  ;  but  alas,  Mrs.  Waller's  religious 
friend  not  being  bom,  or  represented  under  the  pressure  of  Sam's  fathsts 
ireful  weight  at  the  horse  trough,  as  shewn  in  the  Pickwick  frontispieoe 
thereof,  our  imaginations  at  once  fell  back  on  Dominie  Sampson,  or 
rather  if  possible,  an  exaggerated  edition  of  him,  as  appearing  in  the  flesh 
before  us,  and  we  at  once  determined  to  trot  out  this  incongruous  looldog 
Methodist  missionary  to  our  hearts'  content  Poor  man,  in  shame  I  see 
him  now  with  hb  humble  persuasion  of  manner,  begging  that,  if  not  for 
his  own,  I  would  for  our  great  Master's  sake,  see  that  his  parcel 
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fraeis  were  delivered  to  those  who  would  spread  their  glad  tidings  like 
bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  that  they  might,  perchance,  be  found  after 
many  daj8«  Bat  our  then  state  of  mind,  and  his  extraordinary  ungainly 
ugliness  quite  destroyed  every  proper  feeling  for  his  sacred  mission,  and 
as  he  was  fasting,  T  requested  him  to  allow  me  to  shew  him  down  below 
aod  ordered  him  some  luncheon  ;  he  having  already  been  primed  with 
two  stiff  glasses  of  punch,  on  an  animal  vacuum. 

The  disgraceful  finish  is  soon  told,  we  spun  this  poor  man  such  outra- 
geous yams  about  negroes  eating  missionaries  uncooked,  as  well  as  done  ; 
that  he  imperceptibly  imbibed  a  combination  of  horrors  and  rum  punch, 
that  caused  us  to  put  him  to  bed  at  7  p.m.  in  a  state  reflecting  upon  us 
alone  an  everlasting  reproach,  although  I  can  safely  say  I  had  no  con- 
ception of  such  a  result  so  suddenly  occurring  ;  but  poor  fellow  he  was 
fiir  firom  being  a  seasoned  vessel,  as  far  as  rum  punch  was  concerned. 

All  this  practid^l  joking  was  held  to  be  very  good  fun,  and  we  parted 
at  eight  o'clock  laughing  at  our  prostrate  fnend  ;  I  however  felt  I  had 
80  far  abused  the  rights  of  hospitality  as  to  render  it  necessary  I  should 
aleep  on  board,  as  the  stentorian  breathing  of  my  guest  made  me  fear  he 
might  be  choked  ;  so  I  loosened  his  white  neck- cloth,  and  left  his  state- 
loom  door  open  and  my  own  also,  that  if  he  awoke  and  walked  forth  in 
the  bewilderment  of  a  strange  place,  he  might  not  come  to  grief  by 
blling  overborad. 

Early  next  morning  I  was  awakened  by  what  I  at  first  thought  a 
dialogue  going  on  in  his  berth,  but  as  I  slowly  brought  my  sight  to 
bear  on  his  open  door,  I  saw  the  old  man  on  his  knees,  and  heard  him 
poor  forth  in  low  sorrowing  prayer  his  humble  petition  for  pardon  at  the 
Throne  of  Grace.  Without  one  tone  or  word  of  cant  he  prayed  that 
we  at  least  might  be  forgiven,  and  that  the  punishment  of  sin  might  be 
his  alone.  Oh,  how  ashamed  I  felt,  and  how  my  yesterday's  object  of 
ridicule  arose  high  above  me,  although  prostrate  in  prayer  on  the  floor 
of  his  cabin.  I  stole  out  of  bed  and  crept  round  to  his  state-room,  and 
there  and  then  offered  him  every  apology  I  could  find  utterance  for,  but 
^  ^f^E!^  ^^  ^  ^y  nothing  about  it  ;  hb  was  the  guilt,  and  if  I  would 
only  80  fiar  share  in  his  shame  and  sorrow,  as  in  future  to  be  more  con- 
siderate with  any  wandering  brother  of  his  calling  I  might  meet  abroad, 
and  promise  to  deliver  the  tracts  he  had  left  with  me,  he  would  only 
think  of  what  had  passed  in  his  imperfect  prayers  by  asking  God  to 
guide  me  along  the  straight  and  narrow  path,  as  he  had  hitherto  guided 
me  across  the  pathless  ocean,  and  so  we  parted,  he  in  sorrow,  and  I 
in  shame. 
This  was  my  first  humiliation,  so  I  put  his  tracts  away  and  absolutely 
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refused  the  Steward's  entreaty  to  let  him  have  ''Some  of  ihem  papers 
that  old  gentleman  left,  to  wrap  the  wine  bottles  np  in.** 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  sailors  I  hear  everybody  exclaim,^-a 
good  deal,  and  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  the  dialogue  which  two 
Naval  officers  of  the  olden  time  had  to  do  with  their  frigates  and  shipa^ 
company— -one  of  whom  said — "  What  blackguards  those  foremast  men 
are  sure/y  ;  by  *  ♦  ♦  they  can't  speak  without  swearing."  "  No" 
replied  his  broUier  Luff:  "  but  as  far  as  that  goes  we  are  just  as  bad.** 
''  Well,  but  g^nting  this  to  be  the  case,  they  are  so  ignorant,  they  have 
no  idea  of  religion  for  instance."  ''Oh,  as  to  that,  we've  nothing  to  brag 
of  either,  and  it's  my  opinion  you  can't  say  the  Lord's  Prayery  firom 
one  end  to  the  other  without  a  mistake  or  stoppage."  "  I'll  bet  you  a 
guinea  of  it."  "Adone,  and  begin."  It  is  authentically  borne  on  reoord, 
that  this  gentleman,  from  absence  of  mind  or  loss  of  memory,  repeated 
the  whole  of  The  Belief  without  a  check  ;  when  his  friend  and  brother 
officer  cheerfully  handed  him  a  guinea,  with  this  most  orthodox  remark, 
"  Well^  I'm  hanged  if  I  thought  you  could  do  it." 

And  now  to  my  case  in  point.  We  lef^  for  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
the  voyage  out,  as  a  mere  matter  of  custom  and  discipline  I  had  the 
ship's  company  aft  to  prayers  every  Sunday,  as  much  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  they  were  thoroughly  clean  as  any  thing  else.  This  was  always 
in  the  forenoon  watch.  But  on  the  second  Sunday  afternoon  after  our 
departure  I  was  horrified  by  hearing  one  of  the  men  who  was  lolling 
over  the  windlass  bitts  say  (I  being  stowed  away  in  the  long-boat  reading 
the  "Voyage  of  the  Alceste,")  "D — ^n  my  eyes,  I  wish  I  had  summut  to 
read,  if  it  was  only  one  of  them  papers  that  old  buffer  brought  aboard  as 
the  Captain  made  drunk  in  the  West  Ingee  Docks,  it  ud  be  better  nor 
nuthin'  any  how."  This  was  humiliation  the  second.  Up  I  jumped, 
out  I  roused  the  package  of  tracts,  ordered  all  hands  aft,  and  found, 
what  I  ought  to  have  been  flogged  for  not  discovering  sooner,  that  two* 
thirds  of  my  ship's  company  could  read  and  write,  that  they  all  wished 
to  read,  and  hear  read,  books  of  any  kind,  and  that  if  I  would  only  read 
something  to  them  "  of  my  own  self  they  would  be  greatly  obliged. 
This  I  at  once  did,  by  selecting  such  portions  of  the  New  Testament  as 
the  veriest  fool  must  comprehend,  and  the  greatest  .sceptic  must  feel  to 
his  heart's  core  tBe  truth  of ;  and  after  that  was  over  I  said — "  Now 
men  Til  make  a  bargain  with  you:  I'll  find  you  in  good  books  to  read 
whenever  you  wish  them,  on  condition  I  have  no  foul  language  forward, 
but  if  I  do  rU  take  them  all  away  again.''  I  never  had  to  demand 
them,  and  I  never  saw  seed  sown  on  such  supposed  barren  ground, 
that  produced  so  ample  and  beneficial  a  harvest. 
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I  Tery  well  recollect^  aa  I  walked  the  deck  till  twelre  o*ck)ck  that 
Sunday  night,  asking  myself  the  question — To  what  amount  did  my 
own  religious  knowledge  or  power  extend  ?  and  I  found  nothing  but  a 
beggarly  account  of  empty  bottles  and  broken  pitdiers.  As  a  child  I  had 
been  taught  to  say  (but  not  understand)  the  Lord^s  Pray  er,  and  "  T  winkle, 
twinkle  little  star/'  and  one  or  two  other  religious  rhymes  ;  and  we  all 
went  to  church  as  regularly  as  clockwork,  down  to  the  shoe-boy  ; 
and  Sunday  evening  found  every  soul  in  the  house  in  the  dining-* 
room,  sitting  ramrod  &shion,  to  hear  one  of  Blair's  Sermons  read ; 
bat  as  to  the  earnest  teaching  of  those  gentle  truths,  flowing  through 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  like  the  spring  tide-flood  of  a  mighty  river — I 
never  heard  of  them.  I  have  a  lively  recollection  of  being  thrashed  if  I 
did  wrong,  but  not  of  being  much  lauded  for  doing  good. 

Well,  matters  went  on  pretty  well  till  I  got  to  my  destination-— I  did 
at  least  read  the  Bible  every  Sunday,  p.m.  to  my  crew,  and  made  some 
wretched  attempts  at  expounding  such  portions  as  I  thought  were  more 
than  commonly  applicable  to  their  peculiar  wants,  but  I  made  a  com* 
pJete  failure  of  it,  and  left  off  for  very  shame's  sake*  On  my  arrival  I 
called  on  the  commanding  officer  at  the  barracks,  who  was  an  old  fnend 
of  my  late  father's,  and  the  result  was  my  being  asked  to  come  and  take 
up  my  quarters  there,  as  the  coolest  and  most  airy  place  in  the  town. 
Of  coarse  I  was  only  too  glad  to  do  so,  and  as  the  best  mode  of  keeping 
Yellow  Jack  at  arms  length  we  drank  any  quantity  of  sangaree  before 
dinner,  and  claret  ^'  ad  libitum*'  afterwards,  but  it  did  not  have  the  de- 
sired e&ct.  One  after  the  other  our  seats  became  vacant,  never  more  to 
be  filled  by  the  late  sitters  ;  that  horrible  hearse  made  its  daily  call  for 
its  victim  passenger,  and  we,  as  daily,  had  our  usual  joke  about  its  adorn- 
ment o£  sable  mosquito  curtains.  At  last  my  turn  came— I  felt  I  should 
like  to  die  in  quieter  quarters,  so  I  went  to  my  lodgings,  and  with  only 
my  black  boy  Solomon  as  my  nurse  and  lady's  maid,  I  prepared  for  the 
-worst,  in  mental  fear  and  trembling — but  as  the  fever  seized  me  with  its 
moat  cruel  gripe,  physical  pain  and  prostration  drove  all  mental  misgiv* 
ings  before  them,  and  I  would  turn  my  face  to  the  wall  and  pray  God  to 
take  me  far  more  earnestly  than  ever  before  I  had  asked  his  blessing  and 
guidance.  Poor  little  Solomon  used  to  fan  the  mosquitos  away  from  me 
all  day,  and  then  be  down  on  the  floor  at  night  with  a  string  equally  at- 
tached to  his  big  toe  and  my  wrist,  that  I  might  wake  him  ifpoenble  if 
requiring  him  ;  and  therehe  lay,  nearly,  in  naturalibus,  covered  with  mos- 
quitos, sleeping  as  sound  as  a  top.  At  last  I  could  no  longer  turn,  even 
to  the  wall ;  I  lay  in  prostration  so  complete,  and  my^eye  became  so  dim, 
that   I  could  not  even  see  my  old  friend  the  Tarantula  spider,  who 
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used  to  oome  down  from  the  corner  above  me  to  eat  coclcroaches  all 
night. 

My  doctor,  I  plainly  saw,  had  given  up  all  hopes,  and  to  prove  I  was 
right  he  called  in  two  other  medicos  to  consult  over  me.  They  came 
on  business,  talked  professionally  tit  my  room,  and  close  to  my  bed, 
in  hurried  and  subdued  sentences,  which  they  thought  I  was  too  far  gone 
to  hear ;  and  after  putting  a  glass  to  my  lips  to  see  if  I  was  not  gone, 
they  decided  that  it  was  only  a  question  of  an  hour  or  two  before  I  de- 
parted this  life.  My  friend,  the  broker,  was  quietly  desired  to  order  my 
coffin,  and  I  was  left  to  chew  the  cud  of  a  bitter  death  as  I  best  might 
A  clergyman  did  come,  certainly,  but  he  smoked  a  bad  cigar  in  my  face, 
as  he  desired  me,  between  the  puffs,  to  pray  to  a  God  he  knew  little 
enough  of  himself ;  and  I  felt  a  heavy  weight  taken  off  me  when  he 
Jied,  which  he  did  in  manifest  fear. 

But  I  found  a  minister  of  God  that  I  little  expected  or  hoped  for  in 
my  poor  black  boy,  Solomon  ;  for  as  soon  as  the  room  was  cleared  of  in- 
truders, poor  little  Solomon  crept  on  to  my  bed,  and  putting  his  mouth 
close  to  my  ear,  amidst  half  chocking  sobs,  he  said,  **Massa,  you 
hearee  what  a  Doctor's  say?"  I  looked  a  yes.  ^'  Ton  nebber  fear, 
massa—- Doctor  he  no  sabbee  s'pose  you  die — I  s'pose  you  no  die  ? — 
you  hearre  me  peak?**  Another  sickly  look  said  yes.  "  Maaaa,  I  go 
for  tell  you  something — I  once  a  berry  bad  boy — I  teal  mn  ebeny 
ting^at  last  of  all  I  teal  um  plenty  of  dollar,  and  I  run  in  a  woods  for 
fear,  and  I  catch  de  bush  fever,  and  I  go  for  die  ;  but  a  black  'oman 
come,  and  she  tell  me,  s*pose  I  pray  to  de  Lord,  I  no  die,  and  dedeble 
no  can  take  me  away.  You  hearee  me,  massa,  eh  ?"  Yes — I  again 
looked.  **  Oh  massa,  I  sieh  a  bad  boy,  I  pray  long  time,  and  Gorra- 
mighty  he  no  come,  but  I  pray  berry  hard,'^  said  little  Solomon ;  and 
kneeling  over  me  on  the  bed,  and  placing  his  right  hand  on  hi?  heart, 
with  his  lefb  upraised  towards  heaven,  he  finished  his  tale  in  these  me- 
morable words — **  and  at  last  of  all  he  come  and  put  him  hand  on  my 
heart,  and  I  rise  up  all  de  same  as  strong  man,  Sar."  This  was  humi- 
liation, the  third  and  strongest,  and  what  the  fever  could  not  effect  it 
nearly  completed,  which  was  killing  me  with  a  compound  of  emotions  in 
which  shame  and  wonder  held  prominent  features.  But  God  spared  me 
to  live  on  and  sin  on,  like  the  generality  of  my  kind,  and  God  knows  how 
often  I  have  wished  to  exchange  my  hopes  of  salvation  for  those  of  my 
poor  little  faithful  boy  Solomon. 

Well,  all  this  is  so  very  like  a  sermon  that  I  fear  it  will  be  thought  to 
have  but  little  to  do  with  either  seamen  or  yachting,  but  I  only  wanted 
to  shew  that  Jack  has  the  germs  of  religious  feelings  about  him,  but 
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they  require  care  and  pains  to  produce  growth  and  yitalitj  ;  and  to  speak 
tbe  truth  I  am  doing  rather  a  pluclcj  thing  in  sticking  up  for  thenu  as 
I  have  just  now  heen  left  by  a  fellow  I  haye  employed  the  whole  winter 
through  at  four  shillings  a  week  more  than  he  bargained  for,  paying  him 
and  coddling  him  for  the  time  he  was  sick,  giving  him  clothes  and 
otherwise  patting  every  extra  penny  in  his  pocket  I  could  ;  and  because 
I  had  the  presumption  to  reprove  him  for  a  breach  of  trusty  he  told 
me  r  must  no  longer  hope  for  the  honour  of  his  services*  He  cfoes  not 
1  fear  happen  to  be  one  of  that  numerous  class  of  CSowes  seamen  I 
praised  so  strongly  and  deservedly  in  my  last  rough  notes. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Ws  must  now  take  a  liberty  with  our  readers  by  offering  them  a 
ticket  to  pass  behind  the  scenes  for  a  little,  whilst  we  allow  Dr.  Sam 
Fenton  a  little  breathing  time  in  his  yarn  • 

You  accept  it  ? — Ah — thank  you  very  much,-^ye8»— -very  well  then, 
—•please  step  this  way,— mind  your  shins, — ^thats  it, — ^yonder  gentleman 
in  the  mole-skin  jacket,  with  his  rubicund  visage  overshadowed  by  the 
rabbit-skin  cap  will  attend  to  you,— this  way  ladies  and  gentlemen,-— 
this  way, — werry  good,— worry  good,— first  class  tickets,— walk  aft, — 
walk  afi  I— tinkle,— tinkle,— tinkle, — ^now  then  stupid, — aire  yer  a« 
comin,— or  ure  yer  a  goin  ?— its  all  the  same  to  me, — so  hurry  yer 
anatomy  along  the  plank,  or  burst  me, — ^but  I'll         I 

"  What  a  rude  man,  and  what  a  queer  place  I"  you  exclaim, — ^behind 
the  scenes  too,— how  very  odd — ^very,--^buzz,— buzz,  —buzz,— rumble, 
— >buzz.— "Why  we  would  imagine  we  were  a-board  a  steamer.''— 
"  Good  gracious  what's  that  ? — a  rope  I  vow  ! — knocked  all  my  new 
hat  to  shiven^ — ^what  careless  vagabonds  these  scene  shifters  are  to  be 
sure  I" 

"  Now  then  ladies  and  gentlemen,  tickets  if  you  please  I— night  werry 
dark  sir,— werry  I-—"  What  small  hole  of  a  place  is  thb  we  are  in  now  ?" 
^'<  Come  no-o-o-ho— dang  the  lass,— wont  thee  coome  hup  ?— come 
up  I  say  I"— thwack, — ^thsrack  I—"  Oh  what  a  jolt, — well  only  that  I 
know  we  are  going  behind  the  scenes  I  could  swear  we  are  in  a  cab  I"— 
"  Only  penny  mum,  have  yer  there  directly  mum,"—"  Why  what  is  this  ? 
what  a  confounded  shaky  8tage,-^surely  they  work  the  scenery  by 

*  Continued  from  page  235. 
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steam,  and  there's  the  claDking  of  a  chain  too,— hang  it^  will  we  ercr 
get  hehind  the  scenes  ?  Ah  yes,  that  is  very  prettj  indeed— a  nice 
shady  walk^-practicahle,— I  beliere  that  is  the  word — ^with  a  pretty 
greenwood  scene, — ^by  moonlight  too,-— «h,  a  neat  row  of  cottages, — and 
sacb  flowers  !— «nd  there  is  one  with  the  lights  flickering  as  it  were 
from  the  window,  how  wonderfully  well  got  up,  quite  magical  scenery 
I  declare.-«»Hark  !  there  is  the  shifter^s  whistle,  yes  so  it  is,  see  the 
carpenters  are  in  their  galleries,  and  the  winding  up  men,  and  the  men 
at  the  sides.— whirr*r-r. — Quick  presto,  how  rapidly  and  skilfully 
changed  ;— -ho*ho,  a  cottage  interior — ^ha  !  by  cock  and  pie  goodly  cheer 
is  there  within,  good  pasty  and  generous  flask,  and  pretty  maiden  also, 
with  cheeks  so  blooming  and  look  so  coy.  Nay  wench  do  not  simper  so 
if  one  of  these  rude  men  does  make  a  chirruping  noise  in  the  pit !  but 
whom  haye  we  here  ? — Ah  I  methinks  there  is  more  here  than  meets 
the  eye  ! " 

And  so  there  is  good  reader,  we  have  endearoured  to  transport  you 
with  the  least  possible  fatigue  across  the  Solent  sea,  via  cab  and  steam 
ferry  to  the  Pear-tree-green,  and  thence  by  magic  of  the  scene  shifter's 
whistle  into  the  parlour  of  Captain  Parry  Hammond,  the  mariner  of  the 
aforesaid  Pear-tree-green. 

There  sat  the  yeteran  mariner,  his  face  radiant  with  smiles,  pre- 
siding at  the  head  of  a  well  spread  board,  groaning  beneath  a  profusion 
of  good  cheer,  and  garnished  with  flasks  of  generous  wine  ;  there  too 
sat  the  fascinating  Maggy,  blooming  with  ruddy  health  and  dangerous  in 
her  loyeliness  ;  and  there  as  I  am  a  living  scribbler,  sat  the  innocent, 
confiding,  immaculate,  Nathaniel  Screwgeum. 

<*  Another  bit  of  the  '  twice-laid,'  Natty,  my  bo  !  **  exclaimed  the 
burly  skipper.  **  It's  werry  g^ood,— >fine,  aint  it,  Maggy  is  first  chop  in 
laying  down  the  keel  of  a  twice-laid,  and  there  aint  no  dish  as  I  knows 
of  better  nor  a  fish  pasty,  be  it  momin^  watch,  grog  time,  or  sun- 
down." 

**  That  Mistress  Maggy  is  wonderful  cunning  in  her  housewifery 
I  am  bound  to  admit  Master  Hammond,**  answered  Screwgeum.  ''  But 
as  the  dear  departed  Comm^ 

«  Oh  d n  the  dear  de — ,  I  begs  pardon  Natty,  I  had  well  nigh  for- 
gotten he's  gone  to  glory  dear  old  genelmen,  we  should  only  speak  of 
people  as  we  finds  em,  and  as  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any  more  deal- 
ings in  this  world  with  him,  why  drat  it  leave  him,  and  none  of  your 
long  shore  haverings  about  him." 

"  Hsi  ha,  Master  Hammond  you  are  such  a  man  of  the  world.  Well, 
weU,  I  suppose  I  must  e'en  hearken  to  your  sentiments,  and  leaving  the 
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poor  departed  commodore  for  future  ocoanons,  give  mj  atteDtion  to 
Sfistress  Maggy's  wonderful  pasty." 

**  Ay,  ay,  Bo,  that's  right,  and  now  this  is  a  glass  of  the  right  sort 
Natty— ^curious  old  particler  you  knows  :*-none  of  your  wish-wash  trashy 
stufi^  something  with  a  body  and  a  grip  in  it.  Just  put  that  to  your 
nose,  aint  it  like  the  first  sigh  of  a  mild  sou'- wester  across  a  vineyard 
when  the  grapes  are  bursting.  Ho,  ho,  there's  not  a  Lord  in  the  fleet 
has  a  better  flask  in  his  wine  lockers,— 'poor  young  Sir  Arden  Holling- 
ahed  ;  Holly  we  used  to  call  him  on  board,  he  was  a  gay  lad,  wasn't  he 
Maggy?" 

**  That  he  was  indeed,"  said  Maggy  with  a  sigh  and  a  blush. 

«  Used  to  chuck  thee  under  the  chin  a  bit  too  often  lass  !'* 

'*  Now,  now,  he's  gone  too  Parry  dear,'*  quoth  the  maiden. 

'*  Well  poor  Holly,  as  we  called  him,  when  I  says  to  him '  Sir  Arden' 
says  J,  *  where  will  I  stow  this  wine  when  1  am  laying  up  the  craft  ?' 
*•  Any  where  you  like  Parry,*  says  he,  '  only  stow  it  safe  I' — So  I  did 
stow  it  safe  Natty  dear  as  you  see,  you  never  thought  you'd  be  drinking 
some  of  the  wine  you  supplied  him  with  ;  poor  young  genelman  he 
took  to  London, — Oh  !  that  London  is  a  sand  bank,  an  outlying  reef,  for 
fine  young  men." 

'*  Particularly  when  the  wreck  yields  up  such  Flotsam,  Jetsam,  and 
Lagan  as  this,"  answered  Screwgeum  with  a  curious  expression  of  coun- 
tenance, very  like  a  sneer,  as  he  sat  down  his  emptied  glass. 

^  Ay,  ay,  to  be  sure,  very  true  as  you  say,  when  a  man  does  fall  in  for 
Lagan  of  this  kind — ha,  it  is  good,  a  man  feels  consoled  for  the  loss  of 
such  a  master  ;  but  heigho,  a  man  does  acquire  such  tastes  with  mch 
masters  ;  and  I  dare  say  if  poor  Holly  was  alive  now  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  see  ns  enjoying  ourselves." 

"  Particularly,  Mistress  Maggy  ?'  enquired  Screwgeum  with  a  grin. 

**  Now,  Mr.  Screwgeum,  how  can  you  say  so,  you  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  yourself." 

Hut-tut  dame  Maggy,  no  offence  meant  my  beauty,  no  offence.*' 
Ay,  poor  dear  fellow,  and  all  his  little  bits  of  fancy  plate,  *  Tell 
fair  Maggy,'  says  he,  *  to  keep  them  as  the  apple  of  her  eye,  bright  and 
gleaming  as  her  own  diamond  orbs,  until — '  and  here  the  worthy  skip- 
per sighed,  '  until'  says  he,  *  the  next  season/  and  here  they  are  Natty, 
kept  bright  and  polished  according  to  his  last  orders  ;  and  its  more  nor 
five  years  gone  since  he  gave  me  these  orders,  but  I'm  a  man  for  orders, 
what  Fm  ordered  to  do,  V\\  do,  that's  safe,-— obey  orders  if  you  break 
owners,  is  the  sailors'  maxim,  and  Parry  Hammond  is  not  the  man  to 
forget  it." 
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**  I  should  think  not^*'  pithily  remarked  Screwgeam,  as  he  gaied  fur- 
tively at  two  handsome  salvers,  several  cups»  and  sundry  smaller  artkles 
of  richly  wrought  silver,  that  adorned  Mbtress  Maggy's  well  polished 
side-board. — **  Well,  well  grieving*s  a  folly,  so  let  us  be  jolly,  as  the 
old  song  says  :  fill  up  Screwgeum  and  we'll  drink  success  to  the  Dn- 
vernay." 

"  Success  to  the  Duvemay  says  I  with  all  my  heart,  six  times  have  I 
bought  and  sold  that  precious  craft.  I'm  very  fond  of  that  Duvemay, 
Master  Hammond  ;  very  fond,  she's  been  a  good  ship  to  me,  Master 
Hammond,  a  very  good  ship,  and  if  the  truth  must  be  spoken  between 
friends  Master  Hammond,  she's  not  been  a  bad  friend  to  you  either." 

"  Between  us  Natty,  bo, — between  us,  well  she — she— <he  has— 
ha— ha,"— (flkf  lib.) 

And  Captain  Parry  Hammond  laughed,  and  Nathaniel  Screwgeum, 
Esq,,  Solicitor,  laughed,  and  Mistress  Maggy,  pretty  Maggy  laughed ; 
that  is  to  say  they  first  enjoyed  an  individual  laugh,  a  sort  of  private 
self-congratulatory  cachimiation  ;  then  they  regarded  each  other  wonder- 
ingly  as  it  were,  and  the  laugh  partook  of  the  character  of  a  pleasingly 
harmonized  trio  ;  and  then  they  protruded  their  chins  and  closed  their 
eyes  in  a  frolicsome  manner,  and  the  laugh  assumed  the  sound  of  a  joy- 
ous chorus,  and  it  swelled  and  subsided,  and  rose  agiun  loud,  dear,  joyous, 
a  ringing  chorus,  that  made  the  glasses  to  tingle,  and  the  silver  salvers 
to  rattle,  and  the  very  window  to  shake. 

'*HoI  ho!  it  was  such  fun  !"  exclaimed  Screwgeum,  "hal  hal  first 
there  was  the  young  Dragoon —hc'^he.  Captain  Netherby!" 

''And  then  the  Parson!"  quoth  Hammond,  ''the  Rev.  Jonaa  Doun- 
beak— ha— ha!" 

"  Handsome  Mr.  Capias  Bolan,  the  barrister,"  giggled  Maggy,  "  he, 
he— he  was  so  good  at  pretty  speeches!^* 

"  And  there  was  Donatus  O'Connor  with  the  broad  acres !"  roared 
Screwgeum. 

"  Where  do  you  leave  the  navy  man— Lieut.  Macray?^  shouted 
Hammond. 

'*  And  now  that  excellent  man — ^ho,  ho! — Dr.  Fenton — ^he,  he,  be! 
She's  been  in  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the  Church,  the  Law,  and  the 
Landed  Elstates,  and  now,  confound  the  jade  she's  taken  to  Physic—- 
ha,  hal^     And  the  chorus  rang  louder  than  ever. 

"  But  seriously.  Ham.,  my  boy,  will  he  fit  out  ?'* 

"  Why  not?^'  responded  Hammond  with  a  grin.  "  I  showed  him 
everything,— but  he's  a  rare  wary  bird,  I  can  tell  you,—-he  said  no- 
thing but  that  he  was  satisfied  with  everything;  I  didn't  much  like  it 
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to  iell  you  ibe  trath,— -he  didn't  seem  corioas  Uke ;  and  once  or  twice  I 
eanght  him  laughing  to  himself-— inboards,  a^  it  were,  and  I  don't  like 
that.  Nattj,  I  tell  you,  I  don't  like  a  chap  that  grins  in  to  himself — 
below  hatches,  as  it  might  be;  they  are  dangerous  devils,  and  require 
to  be  handled  tenderly  :  then  he  took  the  store  key  away  with  him,  and 
I  don't  like  that ;  he  paid  me  in  advance,  and  I  don't  like  that ;  and  he 
told  me  not  to  let  him  see  my  face  for  two  months;  and  d— n  me  if  I  can 
make  head  or  tail  of  that)  it  don't  coil  away  handsome  any  way  I  can 

fix  itr 

**  Out  upon  yon,  Master  Parry — out  upon  you— we'll  soon  find  a 
way  of  making  him  laugh  out,  and  fit  out,  too;  and  we  must  fit  out  the 
Davemay  for  him,  Ham.,  my  boy,  the  wine  locker,  and  the  plate 
chest— >ha,  ha! — they  must  be  looked  after,  too." 

**  Well,  well,  I'll  do  the  sea  work — ^that's  my  line— between  you  and 
Charlie  Cameron— Gentleman  Charlie  as  you  call  him-»you  must 
manage  the  rest!" 

A  load  knocking  at  the  entrance  door  arrested  their  attention. 

**  He's  hear  to  the  hourr  exclaimed  Screw geum  with  a  grin,  as  he 
eensolted  his  watch.   **  A  punctual  man  is  Gentleman  Charlie." 

Msggj  speedily  admitted  the  new  comer,  a  smothered  struggle  in  the 
hall,  and  a  rery  suspicious  sharp  short  sound  followed  his  entrance,  then 
the  door  went  to  with  a  bang,  and  Gentleman  Charlie,  as  he  was  called, 
entered  the  apartment,  Mistress  Maggy  concealing  herself  at  his  back, 
all  blushes  and  amiable  confusion. 

"  What  ho,  my  merry  men  all  I   King  Hammond  and  Parchment 

Serewgenm— I  greet  ye,  I  greet  ye— devilbh  hot,  sunt  it.     And  Queen 

Madge— ^peerless  beauty  of  the  Pear-tree- Green!      Sharp  set  am  1? 

that  I  am — hungfy  as  a  night  hawk— they  say  the  Wight  is  the  Garden 

of  England— I  say  it's  the  very  garden  of  appetites.     What  have  we 

peerless  Maggy— ha,  good^- 

**  Lobster  and  salad  and  dainty  pie^ 
Up  with  cob- webs  and  let  the  corks  fly." 

•*  What  cheer,  mate,  what  cheer — Charlie,  bo?" 

**  The  best,"  answered  that  gentlemanly  individual. 

'*  How  now,  Charlie?"  eagerly  enquired  Screwgeum,  ^  you  don't 
mean  to  say " 

''That  he  is  in  the  toils,  thou  parchment  scribbler!"  answered 
Charlie. 

**  Hurrah]"  shouted  the  Skipper,  as  he  lit  a  long  clay  pipe,  and  com- 
menced puffing  clouds  most  vigorously,  accompanying  each  puff  with  a 
little  shurp  <<bip." 


292  hunt's  TAGHTlNa  MAOAZINK. 

'<  Upon  yoar  head  be  it  if  he  is  not  I*'  exdcdmed  Screwgeum. 

"  Upon  my  word  as  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  he's  so  far  meshed 
that  he  can't  get  out,  and  the  Duvernay  must  come." 

That  very  same  evening  a  nice  little  pink  enveloped  note  was  de- 
livered at  A — s  Hotel  in  Cowes,  addressed  to  Samuel  Fen  ton,  'Esq, 
That  worthy  individual  opened  it  hurriedly,  and  with  much  apparent 
confusion,  read  its  contents,  re-read  them,  turned  the  note  paper  and 
envelope  over  and  over  again — ^reperused  the  epistle  carefully,  word  by 
word;  it  was  written  in  a  delicate  female  hand — it  was  neither  elaborate 
in  diction  nor  verbose  in  style,  somewhat  mysterious,  and  anything  but 
satisfactory.   In  fact,  reader,  you  can  judge  for  yourself — it  ran  thus. — 

**  Beware  of  the  tiger's  claw!*' 

(To  he  continued,) 
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Wednbsday  the  13th  and  Thursday  the  14th  of  June,  1860,  may  well 
be  marked  with  a  special  note  in  the  log  books  of  those  who  had  the 
good  fortune  of  witnessing  some  of  the  finest  sailing  matches  that  ever 
took  place  on  the  waters  of  old  Father  Thames  ;  larger  entries  there  may 
have  been  on  former  occasions,  but  a  finer  display  of  seamanship,  skill, 
perseverance  and  pluck,  for  which  British  yachtmen  are  renowned  all 
over  the  world,  has  never  been  witnessed.  Our  Yankee  cousins  on  the 
'tother  side  of  Jordan  (all  jokes  about  the  America,  Cape  Cod  reels, 
Martha's  Vineyard  Reefers,  and  Oyster  Pond  helmsmen  notwithstand- 
ing) entertain  an  opinion  about  the  "  Britishers"— -that  may  prehaps 
some  fine  morning  cause  them  to  wake  up  smart  and  look  '*  sudden," 
when  they  behold  a  chosen  few  old  country  clippers  quietly  giving  their 
fighting  flags  to  the  breeze  of  the  Elysian  fields,  and  putting  the  echoes 
of  the  Hoboken  on  wheels  '*  some." — Fides  sit  penes  auciorem.  Now 
for  the  Yankee  scribe  : — 

«  The  English  yachtsman  is  a  thorough  gentleman  sailor,  he  goes  in 
for  sport,  expects  to  *  rough  it,'  hopes  for  an  adventure  and  a  spice  of 
danger,  is  ready  to  hold  on  by  his  teeth,  or  chase  his  biscuit  into  the  lee 
scuppers— 

'  A  wet  sheet  and  a  flowing  sea,' 

are  what  he  prays  for  ;  he  can  work  his  own  yacht,  drive  his  own  horses, 
and  whip  his  own  weight,  which  is  generally  considerable,  and  stand 
late  hours  and  concomitant  dissipation,  that  would  put  an  American 
youth  in  his  coffin  ;  such  a  tonic  is  yachting.  The  effect,  moral  and 
physical,  of  such  sports  is  something  astonishing." 
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BravOy  brother  Jonathan,  may  your  shadow  never  be  less  ;  had  you 
been  with  us  on  the  13th  and  14th  your  grey  goose-quill  might  after- 
wards have  been  placed  in  a  glass  case,  like  the  eagle's  plume  which 
played  such  a  prominent  part  at  Villa  Franca — save  the  mark  ! 

The  pretty  bay  of  Erith  never  showed  to  more  advantage  than  on 
Wednesday,  scarcely  a  fathom  of  water  that  did  not  float  something  with 
life  Id  it — the  wonder  was  how  some  of  them  floated  at  all  ;  but  we  sup- 
pose river  side  **  critturs*'  must  he  "  amphiberus,'*  and  consequently  will 
float  any  place  in  creation  fhat  is  the  least  damp.  Here  swept  along 
the  stately  Oithona,  powerful  in  her  pride  ;  there  glided  the  pretty 
Pbasma,  flashing  her  golden  zone  in  the  merry  sunlight ;  the  Shadow 
careened  beneath  the  influence  of  the  passing  cloud,  and  shook  her 
Burgee  saucily  as  if  to  disclaim  relationship  ;  the  Phcenix  seemed  to 
say  *'  look  at  me,  I  am  but  a  tiny  one  of  all  the  ocean  ships  whose 
roaster  spirit  I  bear  ;"  the  Marina,  the  veteran  of  many  a  fight,  gave  her 
flowing  sheets  to  the  breeze  ;  the  Avalon  worked  her  watery  path 
through  hulls  and  spray  thick  as  "  leaves  in  Vallambrosa  ;^'  the  powerful 
Osprey  took  preliminary  stretches,  as  does  the  champion  of  the  heavy 
weights  upon  the  Derby  day  ;  and  the  Amazon — the  pretty  Amazon — 
fitfully  casting  the  spray-drif^  from  her  prow,  passed  away  lik  a  gentle 
mourner,  waving  an  adieu  to  him  she  missed  from  her  decks ;  aye — 
pretty  Amazon — 'twas  the  old  cry,  off  with  the  old  love,  on  with  the 
new  ;  you  seemed  lonely  too^-sad  and  lonely^-where  was  your  veterau 
companion,  without  which  the  old  river  seemed  lonely  likewise — where 
a  match  seems  scarcely  to  be  a  match  without  the  Mosquito.  Verily, 
good  Amazon,  we  could  have  told  you  had  we  been  near  enough  to 
whisper;  she  was,  perhaps,  on  the  day  and  hour,  off  the  point  of 
Toward  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  testing  the  powers  of  the  fleet  Surge, 
and  clipped  though  her  wings  be,  doing  good  battle  for  the  glory  of  the 
olden  time. 

But  courteous  readers — we  crave  your  pardon-^there  is  a  slashing, 
ratling,  tearing  breeze,  and  the  steamers  have  arrived-^ one,  two,  and 
three— -the  magnates  of  the  land— the  great  pronouns  are  come  ;  and 
the  fur  pronouns  are  come  likewise,  and  there  is  a  bloom  and  a  beauty 
beneath  the  broad  pendant  at  the  main,  and  the  American  ensign  at  the 
fore,  that  would  put  a  Mexican  flower  Prairie  to  the  blush.  All 
the  Roseries  about  London  seem  to  have  sent  their  pride  to  Erith  Bay. 
So,  now,  there  is  the  warning  gun,  and  we  must  to  the  starting 
buoys. 

For  the  silver  tankard,  value  50  sovereigns,  as  first  prize  ;  four  silver 
salts  and  mustard*pot,  value  20  sovereigns,  for  the  second  prize  ;  and  10 
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soyeriegns  for  the  third  prize,  presented  hy  the  Royal  London  Yacht 
Chib,  for  the  first  class  yachts  ahoTe  20  tons. 
The  following  vessels  took  their  stations  :— 

Numbaed  at  in  HunU  Yacht  Lutfor  1860. 


No. 

58 
401 
943 


Names  of  T«ctaU 

Andaz 

Giance. 

Thought 


fiiff 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 

59 
36 
27 


Owners 


J.  n.  Johnson,  Esq. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 
F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 


This  was  the  Audax*s  maiden  race  ;  she  was  huilt  hy  Harvey,  of 
Ipswich,  and  is  a  vessel  of  great  beauty  and  promise,  long  and  low  ia 
the  water,  with  an  entrance  and  delivery  as  near  perfeetion  as  the 
present  age  of  building  can  bring  them  ;  she  possesses  withal  a  powerfal 
body,  and  her  fit  oat  of  spars,  gear,  and  suls  betokens  a  master-eye  and 
an  open  hand.  The  Glance  and  Thought,  from  the  stocks  of  Hatcher, 
of  Southampton,  are  so  well  known  amongst  yachting  men  that  any 
description  of  their  build  or  performances  would  be  superfluous  here. 

For  the  first  prize  of  a  silver  claret  jug,  value  30  sovereigns  ;  the 
second  prize  of  10  sovereigns,  and  the  third  prize  of  5  sovereigna, 
presented  for  second  lass  yachts  above  10  and  not  exceeding  20  tons. 

The  following  vessels  took  their  stations  :»- 


No. 


523 
895 
508 


Names  of  Tftchts 


Laura 
Gipsy 


Big 


cutter 

schooner 

cutter 


Tons 


20 
20 
18 


Owners 


Lieut-CoL  Armytage 
J.  F.  Delany,  Esq. 
EL  Leach,  Esq. 


The  Laura  was  built  by  Hatcher,  of  Southampton,  the  Gipsy  by 
Mr.  Delany,  and  the  Kitten  by  Harvey,  of  Ipswich. 

The  course  for  the  first  class  was  from  Erith  round  the  Nore  Light 
Ship  and  back,  a  distance  of  55  miles  ;  that  for  the  second  class  fi^m 
Erith  round  a  Flag-boat  moored  off  Southend  and  back,  a  distance  of 
47  nautic  miles. 

The  Phantom  was  entered  but  did  not  start 

There  was  a  strong  double-reefed  mainsail  breeze,  with  occasional 
heavy  squalls  at  from  S.W.  to  S.S.W.  ;  and  a  fierce  struggle  took  plac  j 
occasionally  between  the  sun  and  the  squall  clouds  as  to  who  shoo)  1 
gaifi  the  mastery,  but  the  latter  eventually  prevailed. 

TiHe  starting  gun  was  fired  trom  the  Prince  of  Wales  steamer,  t  i 
Jlh.  21ui^.  20s.,  when  the  breast  parts  were  let  go,  the  stem  springs  wei  » 
held  on  un\^il  the  vessels'  head  came  round,  the  heads  canvas  went  n 
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like  lightning,  and  the  moment  the  hooms  swung  over  on  the  port 
quarter,  away  went  the  gallant  fleet,  swaying  aloft  their  mainsails  to  a 
thundering  puff ;  heavy  work  it  was  that  day,  and  little  time  to  do  it 
in.  The  Audax  came  round  at  once  in  a  manner  quite  astonishing, 
from  her  great  length  ;  the  Laura  showed  the  way  under  canvas  in 
her  class,  hut  neither  the  Glance,  Thought,  Kitten,  or  Gipsy  were  a 
whit  behind  hand — it  was  just  a  flash  of  canvas  alofti  the  one  before  the 
other  and  little  more. 

A  more  beautiful  start  could  not  be  witnessed,  Thought  and  Glance 
showing  momentarily  to  the  front,  but  the  Audax  shaking  herself  loose 
boldly  challenged  to  kad  the  van,  and  passing  out  through  Thought  and 
Glance  made  the  tide-smoke  fly  in  clouds  as  she  forced  the  pace  through 
Eriih  Bands  at  a  speed  that  woke  up  the  stokers  in  the  attendant 
steamers ;  it  was  double  reefed  mainsails,  and  topmasts  snugly  housed 
with  all  but  the  Gipsy  schooner.  In  Long  Reach  they  narrowed  the 
wind  to  a  bowline,  and  laid  over  to  the  heavy  squalls  after  a  fashion  that 
showed  they  knew  their  work  and  were  prepared  to  do  it ;  the  Thought 
began  to  make  tracks,  but,  the  Audax  shaking  out  a  reef  soon  showed 
her  she  was  not  to  be  trifled  with  after  such  a  fSuhion^  and  went  away 
as  fiut  again  ;  Thought  second  and  Glance  third.  The  Laura  led  in  her 
class,  with  the  Kitten  making  g^ood  work  astern ;  passing  Gravesend  the 
Audax  slashed  along  in  a  style  that  astonished  the  veterans  ;  and  the 
GUnce  waking  up  from  her  dreams  of  other  victories  threatened  the 
Thought  and  challenged  for  second  place  ;  a  determined  stniggle  ensued 
between  them,  but  it  was  a  right  away  race  and  no  weathering  to  cover 
each  other,  they  were  too  wary  for  that,  there  was  a  flying  60  ahead  of 
them,  leaving  a  streak  of  white  froth  in  her  wake,  as  a  token  that  she 
had  passed  in  that  direction ;  at  it  they  went  in  a  way  that  won  the 
ailmirationofeveiy  yachtsman  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  near  them  ; 
now  the  Thought  would  forge  a  little  ahead,  then  the  Glance  would 
saucily  shore  her  bowsprit  ahead  of  the  hardy  light  weight ;  Thought 
again  to  the  fore, — well  done  Thought,  but  no^she  has  you  in  the  toils 
wee  lassie,  she's  sailing  a  determined  race,  and  power  must  tell  with 
such  a  breeze  aloft. 

In  the  Lower  Hope  the  Audax  tied  up  a  spare  row  of  knittles  ;  the 
switch  between  Glance  and  Thought  continued  with  undiminished 
interest,  at  length  ihe  Glance  ranged  up,  and  raced  her  beam  and  beam, 
a  few  seconds  more  and  her  stem  head  showed  in  front,  and  away  she 
went  into  the  second  place  after  one  of  the  most  exciting  bits  of  sailing 
that  occurred  up  to  this  period  of  the  match ;  nearing  the  entrance  of 
Sea  Reach  they  all  prepared  for  heavier  work  ;  down  came  the  topmasts 
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on  deck,  and  every  particle  of  useless  hamper  aloft,  the  Audax  still  with 
a  commanding  lead,  and  the  favourite  for  choice,  but  still  the  sailing 
made  by  the  Glance  and  Thought,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
handled,  showed  them  to  be  too  dangerous  antagonists  to  spare  odds 
upon  the  Audax  ;  it  was  her  maiden  race,  and  there  was  only  half  the 
course  accomplished*  something  might  give  yet  up  in  an  untried  and 
new  vessel;  she  had  heavy-— very  heavy  time  to  allow  to  a  fleet  and 
craftily  handled  27  touner,  and  the  Glance  gave  evidence  of  recovering 
her  old  form  of  sailing  not  to  be  denied  :  time  at  the  rounding  of  the 
Nore  therefore  was  watched  with  intense  eagerness.  They  all  came 
sweeping  along  in  magnificent  style  and  gybed  round  the  Light  Ship 

h.   nL  8.  j                            h.  ni.  §.  I 
Audax 1  41     0  I  Glance I  4S    0  |  Thought 

Twenty-seven  and  a  half  nautic  miles  had  now  been  accomplished  in 
2h«  19m.  40s.  at  an  average  of  nearly  12  knots  an  hour  ;  the  Audax 
had  7  minutes  off  the  12  of  her  allowance  to  Glance,  but  then  the 
Thought-— it  was  a  terrible  allowance — 16m.— and  taking  but  7m.  45f. 
in  half  the  course.  It  was  low  water  at  the  Nore  at  Ih.  49m.  yet  the 
ebb  had  the  appearance  of  a  full  hour's  further  strength,  and  the  three 
clippers  hauled  their  wind  and  laid  up  a  clean  fiill  through  Sea  Reach  ; 
at  Yantlet  Spit  buoy  fhe  Thought  raced  up  to  Glance,  and  looked  up 
to  pass  her  to  windward,  the  wary  Glance  luffed  until  she  touched  the 
wind  and  shaved  along  the  bank  without  leaving  a  fathom  of  water  to 
float  anything  between  her  and  the  Blyth  Sand  ;  the  Thought  dropped 
for  a  moment,  and  then  altering  her  tactics  kept  away  a  rattling  dean 
full,  and  slipping  saucily  through  the  Glance's  lee  went  into  second 
place.  Up  the  Lower  Hope  they  had  the  wind  dead  on  end — here  the 
Audax  overhauled  Laura,  and  although  of  course  the  Laura  was  per- 
fectly right,  yet  still  the  Audax  was  considereably  hampered  by  her  in 
working  up  this  reach  and  into  Gravesend  Reach.  The  Thought^oarried 
away  her  jib  sheet  in  this  turn  to  windward,  but  the  damage  was  made 
good  with  yachtsmanlike  promptness,  and  she  again  settled^to  her. work, 
sailing  a  determined  waiting  race,  with  a  pluck  and  perseverance  admi- 
rable to  witness  ;  the  Glance  was  turning  up  tack  for  tack  astern  of  her, 
but  time  was  doing  the  Thought's  work  ;  she  had  4m.  308.  to  get  from 
the  Glance,  was  ahead  of  her,  and  making  splendid  sailing  in  the  wake 
of  the  formidable  Audax.  Out  off  Gravesend  Reach  the  Audax  made  a 
grand  rush  to  shake  herself  clear  of  her  persevering  rival,  and  went 
through  Northfleet  Hope  with  every  prospect  of  her  time  being  safe. 
In  St.  Clement's  the  wind  lightened,  and  then  baffled  about  for  several 
minutes  before  it  settled  down  again  ;  the  sun  was  killing  the  wind  up 
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A»  rifer,  and  dhe  unfortanately  Ml  in  with  the  fint  of  the  ttniggle— -it 
was  the  Inll  of  the  morning  hreese  preTioas  to  a  final  blow — agaitt 
ahe  got  away  and  made  good  work  through  Long  Reach.  In  Erith 
Randfl  ehe  was  again  baffled,  and  had  to  make  a  board  near  the  shelf, 
and  here  she  lost  her  well  sailed  match— for  the  Thought  and  Glance 
lay  clean  vp  the  Rands,  the  former  getting  in  three  minutee  withSn 
her  allowance  of  time  from  the  Audaz.  They  arrived  at  the  flag- 
ship thns : — 

h.  m.  a.  I                       '    h.  m.  •■  I  h.  m.  t. 

Avdax 6    S  40  I  Thought .........  5  16  40  ]  Glance 5  20  30 

Returning  to  the  smaller  vessels  we  found  the  Laura  still  held  the  lead* 
the  Kitten  second,  and  the  Gipsy  third  ;  turning  to  windward  the  Laura 
proved  herself  an  uncommonly  fast  and  weatherly  vessel,  her  appearance 
bespeak  her  to  be  a  sea-going  craf^  bat  she  certainly  proved  herself 
on  this  day  to  be  possessed  of  no  mean  speed.  The  little  Kitten 
worked  merrily  up  the  Hope  and  St.  Clement's,  but  the  Laura  proved 
too  powerful  for  her.     They  arrived  at  the  flag-ship  thus  :»- 

h.  m.  8. 1  h.  m.  t. 

Laura 5  10  80  |  Kitten 5  26    0 

Gipsy,  not  timed. 

The  entire  distance  lor  the  large  vessels,  including  the  extra  distance 
made  in  turning  to  windward  in  the  Lower  Hope  and  St.  Clement's,  58 
nautie  miles  was  performed  in  5h.  42m.  208.,  and  that  for  the  smaller 
vesieli^  inclusive  of  extra  distanee  in  turning  to  windward,  of  60  nautie 
miles,  in  5h.  49m.  lOs. 


ROYAL  THAMES  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Thubsdat,  the  ]  4th  June,  opened  with  splendid  weather  for  match 
sailing,  there  was  a  good  stiff  snoring  breeze  at  8.W.,  not  quite  so 
strong  as  on  the  previous  day,  and  somewhat  steadier;  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  morning  the  sky  was  overcast  with  rain  squalls,  but  as  noon 
advanced  the  sun  shone  out  gloriously,  not,  however,  overpowering  the 
breeze^  which  continued  strong  and  steady  with  occasional  rallies  of  wind, 
that  rendered  good  service  to  the  competitors.  This  was  the  Royal 
Thames  Yacht  CluVs  second  match  day  of  the  season. 

For  the  silver  tea  service,  value  ,^50,  presented  to  be  sailed  for  by 
yachts  not  exceeding  35  tons,  to  be  manned  by  members  of  any  Royal 
Yacht  Clnb^  or  officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  a  pilot  to  be  allowed  to 
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eacb,  who  was  to  direct  only,  half  mioute  time  allowed  for  difference  of 
tonnage.     The  following  Teasels  came  to  the  buoys:—- 

Numbered  as  in  HmJCs  YaeU  Lutfor  1860. 


No. 

943 
503 

987 


Names  of  Taehto 


Thought. 
Kitten.... 
Violet.... 


Hig 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons 


27 

13 

9 


Owners 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
R.  J.  Leach,  Esq. 
Lordde  Bos 


The  Corinthian  crews  consbted  of — Thought,  Messrs.  Britten,  R. 
Hewett,  Captains  Baldock  and  Thome,  Messrs.  L.  Paine^  Rudg^» 
Schlotel,  C.  Ives,  A.  S.  Davey,  and  B.  Greenhill. 

Kitten— Messrs.  Ayckboume,  Poppleton,  Rnibbs,  Mumfoid,  Moss, 
and  Wall. 

Violet— Lord  de  Ros,  Lord  Dalkeith,  Lord  Colville,  Hon.  CoL 
de  Ros,  Capt.  Seymour,  and  Mr.  H.  Treherae. 

The  Coriothian  crews  were  scanned  with  much  attention,  and  went 
about  their  work  after  a  fashion  which  showed  that  novices  in  ya<^ta- 
manship  had  no  business  there;  there  was  but  one  feeling,  howeyer, 
with  regard  to  them,  and  that  was  that  the  vessels  were  not  matched 
evenly  enough,  so  that  a  better  opportunity  might  be  afforded  of  testing 
the  abilities  of  the  respective  crews;  they  all  looked  well,  and  were  ctI- 
dently  selected  with  care;  but  if  a  selection  could  be  made,  it  was  in 
fevour  of  the  crew  of  the  Thought,  their  physique  was  splendid,  and 
there  was  a  dash,  an  esprit  about  them  unmistakeable,  that  told  they 
were  fit  to  handle  or  take  a  vessel  anywhere  in  any  weather;  in  addition 
to  which  they  were  all  attired  in  a  neat  and  serviceable  uniform,  which 
not  a  little  added  to  their  thorough-bred  appearance ;  and  apropos  to 
this  we  would  beg  to  say  a  few  words  about  racing  crews.  Why  is  it 
that  they  in  general  select  a  heterogeneous  attire  of  used  up  garments, 
which  upon  other  occasions  are  stowed  away  in  out  of  the  way  clothes 
bags;  not  of  course  that  it  makes  an  iota  difference  in  the  success  of 
the  vessels,  but  still  to  the  eye  of  the  spectator  it  presents  anything  but 
a  picturesque  effect,  besides  which,  some  such  distinctive  characteristio 
would  have  much  weight  in  keeping  the  respective  vessels  in  the  mind's 
eye  during  the  various  changes  of  a  close  contest,  and  would  be  a  pleanng 
adjunct  to  the  racing  flag;  jockeys  do  not  appear  in  strapping  jadcets  and 
overalls  at  the  starting  post;  cricketers  turn  out  in  appropriate  style; 
and  in  the  hunting-field  the  brilliant  scarlet  bespeaks  the  <*going^  men. 
Why  then  should  the  gallant  spirits  who  are  the  thews  and  sinews  of  our 
noblest  and  manliest  national  pastime,  garb  their  stalwart  forms  after 
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nieh  a  dabions  habion;  salt  water  harms  not»  it  merely  takes  the  gloss 
f^,  and  imparts  a  ^  service"  look. 

For  the  prize  value  100  sots.,  a  magoificent  silver  vase  supported  by 
demi-sea^  horses,  and  juvenile  Mermen^  the  following  vessels  took  their 
stations. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Tachi  LUtfor  1 860. 


Now 


53 

698 
401 


littmea  of  Taohfa. 


Audox ... 
Ospre j».. 
Glance..^, 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons.  I  Ownen. 


59 
62 
36 


J.  H.  Johnson,  £sq. 

Col.  R.  H.  Huey 

A.  Duncan,  Esq.,  jun. 


The  Corinthian  crews  were  to  start  first,  and  accordingly  the  starting 
gan  was  fired  with  admirable  promptitude  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Steamer  at  llh.  48m«  30d.;  the  course  was  from  Erith  round  the  Nore 
Light  and  back;  the  headsails  went  up  hand  over  hand,  and  the  Violet 
and  Kitten  hoisted  their  mainsails,  but  the  Thought's  crew  waited  until 
she  had  swung  well  round  before  they  started  theirs.  At  this  moment 
a  black  and  threatening  rain  cloud  rose  to  the  westward,  and  the  snowy 
sails  of  the  starting  vessels,  as  well  as  those  of  the  numerous  fleet  of 
yachts  that  were  under  weigh  to  accompany  the  match,  flashed  out  in 
the  fitfully  glinting  sunbeams  with  a  beautiful  effect;  no  more  exquisite 
scene  could  have  delighted  the  eye  of  a  lover  of  the  picturesque  than  was 
presented;  the  green  and  wooded  heights  of  Erith  overhanging  the 
pretty  town ;  the  Bay  covered  with  craft  of  all  sizes  gliding  swiftly  and 
noiselessly  in  every  direction;  steamers  laden  with  eager  spectators,  the 
fairer  portion  displaying  all  the  hues  of  a  variegated  parterre  ;  the  lower 
lands  of  Essex  fringing  the  northern  back  ground  with  Emerald  verdure 
here  and  there  dotted  with  waving  foliage;  whilst  ever  and  anon  the 
huge  hull  and  towering  spars  of  a  great  ship  of  commerce,  moving  ma- 
jestically through  the  fleet  and  aerial  looking  pleasure  navy,  formed  a 
fitting  episode  to  the  exciting  display.  The  vessels  were  under  all  plain 
lower  canvas  with  topmasts  housed ;  the  Kitten  had  the  precaution  of  a 
reef  tied  down;  the  Thought  immediately  went  to  the  front,  and  de- 
clared to  win.  Going  through  Gravesend  Reach  the  Thought  and 
Kitten  sent  jib-headed  topsails  aloft,  which  they  carried  until  nearing  the 
Nore  Light  Ship,  the  Thought  increasing  her  head  every  mile  and  look- 
ing, as  had  been  anticipated,  an  unmistakeable  winner.  They  rounded 
Uie  Light  Ship  in  the  following  order  and  times: — 

b.  m.   8.  I  b,  m.  s. 

Thought 2  19    0  I  Kitten 2  38  30 

Violet  not  timed. 
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Thus  ihs  ThoBght  pecfisviiked  Imt  21^  naalicii  mibs  down  Ae  river 
in  2L  dOm.  dOs.  As  it  will  be  seen,  oa  aiiok  a  day  ska  avarpowered 
her  mailer  antegonists^  whioh  were  veij  well  headled.  Na  farther 
change  of  anj  partionlar  interest  took  plaoe^  and  ihej  ainved  \»A  ab 
the  flag-ship  in  ESrith  Bay  in  the  following  order  and  times  :— 

Thought 6    5  45  I  KitteD 6  41    o 

Violet  not  placed. 

^th  the  additional  turning  to  windward^  in  the  Lower  Hope  and  St 
Clement'si  the  entire  distance,  as  on  the  previous  day,  was  about  58 
nautic  miles,  which  the  Thought  performed  in  6h.  17m.  15s.,  at  an 
average  of  9  knots  an  hour.  We  must  pay  a  well  merited  compliment 
to  the  Corinthian  crew  of  the  Thought.  We  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  many  opinions  expressed  upon  that  day;  probably  the  most 
valuable  were  those  of  the  professional  crews  engaged  in  the  first  olaas 
race;  and  they  were  unanimous  in  declaring  that  a  better  or  more  jndi- 
ciously  handled  vessel  in  a  strong  breeze  they  had  never  seen. 

We  must  now  bear  away  for  the  first  class  vessels.  Their  starting 
gun  was  fired  at  12h.  2m.  508.,  exactly  14m,  20s*  after  the  Corinthians; 
the  head  canvas  of  each  was  up  like  lightning,  and  as  they  swung  well 
round  firom  their  quarter  springs  the  heavy  mainsails  went  aloft  with 
marvellous  rapidity,  there  was  evidently  a  determination  amongst  the 
crew%  that  a  tide's  sailing  should  be  made  that  would  be  rememberod 
on  the  Thames  for  many  a  long  day. 

The  Osprey  had  a  fierce  fight  to  make  to  back  up  her  victory  of  last 
year  over  the  Mosquito  and  Amazon;  the  Audax  looked  dangerously 
tonfident,  and  the  Glance  all  awake  and  waiy  to  renew  her  well  won 
laurels  of  bye-gone  days.  The  wind  came  fresh  and  in  strong  rallies, 
and  the  light  weight  Glance  went  o£P  firom  her  spring  like  an  arrow 
from  a  bow,  the  Audax  and  Osprey,  the  latter  with  a  large  square- 
headed  topsail,  were  full  of  life  in  a  second,  and  keeping  a  rattling  fiill 
along  the  north  shore  ran  through  her  lee  going  through  Erith  Rands, 
hut  could  get  nothing  away  from  her:  nearing  Purfleet  the  Audax  drew 
out  a  length  clear,  and  boldly  challenged  for  the  lead;  the  Osprey 
foamed  along  on  her  quarter,  looking  grim  and  determined,  but  the 
merry  little  Glance  tossed  her  spotless  fleur-de-lysj  as  much  as  to  say 
"  We  have  many  a  fathom  of  water  to  cover  yet,'* — ^another  and  another 
length  cleared  the  Audax,  but  she  could  not  clear  the  foam  streak.  At 
this  moment  a  heavy  squall  came  ripping  across  the  river  finom  the 
Dartford  Marshe8,'and  the  three  gallant  clippers  careened  to  the  mighty 
blast,  burying  their  lee  bulwarks  deep  beneath  the  foam,  and  scattering 
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iieniB  of  drift  to  the^  fltAil  gsle:  again  and  agann  the  wild  aquaO  ooyered 
the  vivep  like  aoow  diift;  bat  oeidiar  sheet  nor  tads  nor  halyard  aom- 
plainedy  not  a  lopejani  yielded  ;  it  was  stem  determined  tailtDg^— do  or 
dawn — the  lead  or  nothing;  into  Long  Reach  they  went  on  a  sladc: 
bowline^  at  a  rate  of  speed  that  was  something  astonishing,  the  Andas 
drawing  slowly  hot  steadily  away,  the  Glanoe  hanging  to  the  Osprey 
wick  a  tenacity  that  told  she  was  settling  to  her  pace.  It  was  a  mag«' 
nifieont  sight  to  see  these  three  racers  going  tfarongfa  that  Reach  all 
aider  plain  lower  eaoTas  and  topsails,  it  was  more  liian  sailing,  it  was 
ftyiog  along. 

Throogh  St  Clement's  they  vanished  down  wind  like  phantoms, 
giTing  the  steamers  as  mnch  as  they  oonld  do  to  Uto  the  pace;  entering 
Northfleet  Hope  the  Osprey  shaking  herself  loose  began  to  pull 
fisot  and  raced  up  to  Audaz  ;  off  Northfleet  she  dosed  and  threatened 
her  to  windward » the  Audax  luffed,  and  the  Osprey  luffed  on  her  beam, 
and  they  fougfht  a  beautiful  little  battle  for  the  weather  gage,  whidi  the 
Oaprey  grained,  as  the  Audax  peroeinng  the  injury  die  was  domg  her-^ 
ialfy  bore  away,  and  the  Osprey  went  out  to  windward  and  took  the  lead ; 
going  through  the  lower  end  of  Crrayesend  Reach  the' Audax  draw 
rapdly  on  the  Ospray^s  weather  quarter,  which  the  latter  obsenring,  she 
hified,  touched  the  wind  and  filled  again  ;  the  Audax  followed  suit  in 
beautifid  style,  and  head  reaching  wonderfully  in  the  luff,  when  she 
filled  again  she  looked  dangeroudy  on  the  weather  beam  of  the  Ospray  ; 
it  was  'Muff**  and  ^' touch"  almost  instantaneously  with  the  Eagle  of 
the  Sea,  but  quick  aa  the  lightning^s  flash  was  the  waiy  helmsman  of  the 
Andttx,  she  was  into  the  wind's  eye  and  head  reaching  almost  as  soon  as 
llie  jib  of  the  Osprey  commenced  shaking,  and  this  time  proving  that 
die  went  where  she  looked* 

Again  the  Ospray  forced  the  running  under  her  lee  as  if  she  meant 

to  escape  bdng  covered,  but  just  as  the  Audax  got  rattling  way  to  race 

up  on  her  beam,  down  went  the  helm,  forcing  the  Audax  to  make  another 

half  tack  ;  she  saw  the  latter  was  overpowering  her  to  windward  and 

would  not  have  it  at  any,  price,  and  thus  one  of  the  most  exciting  struggles 

that  ever  was  witnessed  took  place  between  these  splendid  vessds,  the 

Audax  to  obtain  the  weather  gag^,  the  Ospray  to  prevent  and  force  her 

under  her  lee,  and  dfbring  this  battle  of  manoeuvras  they  worked  off 

their  course  by  half  tacks  until  they  found  themselves  jammed  into  the 

bight  of  the  river  close  under  the  southern  shore,  abreast  of  Higham 

Marshes  ;  in  &ct  so  determined  was  the  Ospray  not  to  allow  the  Audax 

to  pass  her  to  windward,  that  she  left  scarcely  an  inch  of  spara  water 

by  the  shora  ;  both  had  then  to  gybe  aU  standing  to  clear  out  from  the 
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\§xkif  and  the  Osprey  came  out  with  an  Eiui^  fljingT  ^  her  weather 
rigging  as  a  protest :  now  what  this  protest  could  be  for  was  the  puxzle, 
for  hawks'  eyes  had  been  watching  their  moyements,  and  notlung  on 
the  part  of  the  Audax  offered  the  shadow  of  a  pretext,  in  fiict  it  was 
marvellous  the  care  and  seamanship  her  crew  displayed  in  clearing  the 
Osprey  during  the  struggle  ;  but  so  determined  appeared  the  Osprey  to 
bore  her  in  shore,  that  after  the  first  luff,  the  Audax  could  not  hare 
bore  away  to  leeward  had  she  been  so  ioclined  without  fouling  the 
Osprey  ;  the  game  of  the  latter  appeared  to  be  to  force  her  antagonist 
into  the  last  foot  of  water,  and  then  the  gybe  would  place  her  under 
her  lee  ;  however  a  more  suicidal  system  of  tactics  could  not  have  been 
devised,  for  all  this  time  the  Glance  was  bowling  away  along  the  North 
shore,  g^iog  like  a  little  race  horse,  and  running  along  the  chord  of  the 
arc  described  by  her  formidable  antagonists,  she  went  into  the  Lower 
Hope  with  a  rattling  lead  :  on,  on  sped  the  little  dipper,  but  the  Osprey 
and  Audax  waking  up  like  startled  birds  of  prey,  swooped  upon  their 
quarry,  and  the  race  may  be  said  virtually  to  have  recommenced  at  this 
point,  with  the  Glance  again  to  the  front  ;  entering  Sea  Reach  the. 
Osprey  and  Audax  gybed,  and  the  Osprey  drawing  up  on  Glance's  wea- 
ther quarter,  raced  her  beam  and  beam  into  Sea  Reach,  and  passing  her. 
to  windward  went  into  first  place.  Glance  second,  and  Audax  third  ; 
this  was  about  one  of  the  grandest  sights  in  the  whole  match,  the  Audax 
looked  a  perfect  picture  as  with  a  determined  rush  she  raced  past 
the  Glance  into  the  second  place,  and  went  up  hand  over  hand 
with  the  Osprey  ;  the  whole  three  reaching  down  to  the  Nore  at 
tremendous  speed.  As  they  approached  the  Light  Ship  they  begen  to. 
prepare  for  hauling  by  the  wind,  shifted  jibs,  hauled  down  topsails,  and 
the  Audax  and  Glance  housed  their  topmasts  and  made  everything  snug  ; 
the  Audax  now  gave  the  Osprey  a  hint  of  her  intentions  by  slipping 
clean  and  cleverly  through  her  lee  and  taking  the  Ship  from  her  in. 
gallant  style  ;  they  gybed  round  the  Nore  Ship  splendidly  in  the  following 
order.— 

h.  m.  s.  I                           h.  m.   s.  I                          h.  m.  s. 
Audax 2  29    0  I  Osprey 2  29  80  |  Glance 2  32  40 

They  lay  up  Sea  Reach  a  good  clean  full,  the  Osprey  setting  a  jib- 
headed  tops^l,  which  did  her  more  harm  than  good  ;  the  Audax 
drawing  away  gradually.  At  3h.  8m.  Os.,  just  abreast  of  the  Jeokin 
Buoy.  As  the  Glance  was  going  along  beautifully,  the  bolt  rope  in  the 
luff  and  leachof  her  jib  burst,  about  18  inches  below  the  head,  and  the 
body  of  the  jib  beat  the  water  ahead  of  her  into  fair  foam  and  smoke 
until  it  was  secured  ;  a  fresh  jib  was  promptly  up  and  set,  meantime 
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Ae  was  kept  going  a  clean  full  through  the  water,  but  notwithstanding 
the  lightning  smartness  of  her  cvew,  the  Audaz  and  Osprey  dropped  her 
eonsiderablj  in  consequence  of  this  terrible  mbhap.  When  the  Audaz 
g^t  the  Osprej  jammed  on  a  wind  in  Long  Reach  she  went  away  from 
her  in  beautiful  style,  in  fact  the  Osprey  did  not  seem  to  look  the  same 
way  at  all,  although  making  splendid  sailing,  and  now  the  Glance  could 
be  seen  entering  the  Hope,  her  crew  handling  her  on  the  turn  up  to 
windward  to  perfection.  In  Gravesend  Reach  the  Audax  drew  rapidly 
ahead,  it  was  evident  she  had  the  speed  of  the  Osprey,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  race  lay  between  bet  and  the  Glance^  to  whom  she 
had  to  allow  11m.  30s.  Well  and  warily  was  the  Glance  handled, 
bat  the  Audax  was  still  drawing  ahead  with  fearful  speed  and  the  flood 
making'  strong  through  the  Reachs, — was  all  up  through  the  river  in  no 
time,  and  of  equal  beneflt  to  the  headmost  as  to  the  stemmost ;  the 
Avdax  shaking  out  her  reef  went  a  ripping  speed  through  Northfleet, 
St.  Clement's  and  Long  Reach.  Coming  out  of  Gravesend  Reach  the 
Glance  sent  her  topmast  aloft,  and  setting  a  narrow-headed  topsail  pre- 
pared for  the  final  struggle. 

The  Audaz  was  now  so  far  ahead  that  very  few  thought  the  former 
had  the  shadow  of  a  chance ;  but  with  a  pluck  and  perseverance  worthy 
of  all  praise,  the  crew  of  the  Glance,  cheered  on  by  her  gallant  owner, 
wrnrked  her  as  if  they  were  going  in  to  win  instead  of  on  a  weary  stern 
chase  ;  not  an  inch  of  sheet  or  halyard  that  was  not  jealously  watched ; 
not  a  fathom  of  water  that  was  not  worked  to  the  closest  advantage  ;  at 
last  Long  Reach  was  gained,  but  the  Audaz's  g^n  had  gone,  and  so  had 
the  Osprey's ;  all  eyes  were  now  bent  on  the  little  clipper  as  she  swept 
into  Erith  Rands  through  which  she  came  at  top  speed,  and  amidst  the 
ringing  cheers  d  the  spectators,  managed  to  shove  her  bowsprit  in  a 
dever  winner  by  Im.  58. 

The  time  at  the  flag-ship  was 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Audaz 6    0  10  I  Osprey 6    1  50 

The  course  of  about  58  nautic  miles,  inclusive  of  eztra  distance  made 
in  turning  to  windward,  was  performed  by  the  Audaz  in  5h.  48m.  40s., 
at  an  average  of  10  knots  an  hour.  That  the  Audaz  has  established  her- 
self as  a  vessel  of  great  power  and  speed  there  cannot  be  a  second  ques- 
tion, and  but  for  the  bye-match  between  her  and  the  Osprey  going  out 
of  Gravesend  Reach,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  result  of  the  race  might 
not  have  been  different,  but  then  again  as  a  set  off  against  this  was  the 
loss  of  the  Glance's  jib  in  Sea  Reach,  by  which  there  must  have  been  a 
serious  loss  of  time,  more  than  could  possibly  accrue  in  the  other  case. 


h.  m.  8. 
Glance 6  10  35 
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lo  a  Qoane  like  Uie  Thames  it  if  akooat  impoMiUe  for  a  60  lonoer  to 
allow  Buch  heary  tiina  That  ehe  is  the  e^miiog  ship  for  sea-going 
oonrses  we  think  will  be  proved  to  the  entire  satisiaotion  of  all  oobmm. 

The  AudaK  was  meet  admirably  sailed  on  both  days  by  W.  Raynei^-^ 
her  ssilini;  master ;  the  Glance  by  her  sailing  master,  John  DownSk 
Mr.  John  Harvey  the  builder  of  the  Audaz  and  Mr.  Hatcher  the  builder 
of  the  Glance,  sailed  in  the  respective  vessels. 

To  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every  one  die  protest  of  the  Osprey 
terminated  in  the  wave  of  an  ensign,  protests  are  at  all  times  objection- 
able, unless  caused  by  gross  provocation,  on  this  occasion  there  does  noi 
appear  to  have  been  the  slightest  grounds  for  a  protest  againat  the 
Audax,  and  the  ensign  in  the  rigging  of  the  Osprey  perhaps  owed  its 
elevation  to  the  buoyant  spirit  which  it  is  difficult  to  repress  in  racsng 
crews  :  even  had  the  Osprey  been  fouled  the  foult  would  have  been  her 
own,  she  did  her  best  to  prevent  the  Audax  keeping  clear  of  her,  and  H 
is  wonderhil  how  the  latter  did  so  so  skilfully* 

Three  of  the  winners  in  the  two  days*  matches  were  built  by  Hatchet 
of  Southampton,  viz.,  the  Glance,  Laura  and  Thought  The  Laura 
was  sailed  by  her  master,  Parratt ;  and  the  Thought  by  Bair  of 
Wivenhoe. 


RANELA6H  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Thb  5th  of  June  this  spirited  and  highly  improving  club  commenced  its 
racing  season,  and  notwithstanding  the  threatening  appearance  of  the  sky. 
about  200  members  and  their  hix  friends  assembled  on  board  the  Uyer 
Queen  steamer,  under  the  presideoey  of  the  newly  •elected  Comiiiodore»  F« 
Talfourd,  Esq.  There  were  two  dasses  of  yachts,  namely  fixed  keels  wad 
centre  boards  :^- 

Fixed  Keeli. — Kate,  4  tons,  F.  J.  Jackson,  Esq. ;  Clara,  7  tons.  J«  B, 
Barney,  Esq. ;  Selina,  2}  tons,  I.  Pick,  Esq. 

Centre  Boards. — Czarina,  4  tons,  B.  13.  Moore,  Esq. ;  President,  2i  tons^ 
8.  Gambardella,  Esq.;  Spray,  C  tons,  O.  Haines,  Esq. 

The  coarse  was  from  Battersea  Bridge  to  a  buoy  moored  off  the  River 
Wandle,  three  times  ap  and  down,  the  handicap  a  quarter  of  a  mhrate  fbr 
every  half  ton,  and  the  prises  were  a  £  L3  cup  in  each  elaes. 

The  starting  gen  was  fired  at  2h.  2an.  p.m.  The  wind  a W.  b^  W.  blow* 
ing  strong.  The  Spray  was  first  under  canva8»  and  was  f<^owed  by  Clara, 
Fresideat,  and  Kate ;  Caarina  and  Selina  were  canted  slowly,  owing  it  ap^ 
pears  to  too  much  wind«  which  they  conld  not  stand  under,  so  soon  gave  up. 
The  Spray  stood  too  close  in  at  the  Creek  beyond  Cremome,  and  the  Clara, 
although  committing  the  same  evil  drew  considerably  on  her  opponent, 


H0B70LK  AND  SUFFOLK  TAGQT  CLUB.  305 

vbfle  the  Kate^  watcbtog  narrowly  the  leaders,  weathered  the  point,  and 
toek  second  place.  The  President,  which  had  been  passed  easily  by  Kate, 
sow  cballeoged  Clara,  but  without  avail,  as  at  Wandsworth  they  were  timed 
thus:— Spray  2h.  45m.  30s.,  Kate  2h.  48m.,  Clara  2h.  49m  20s.,  President 
2h.  51m.  358*  Oq  the  return,  up  went  the  muslin  on  board  Clara  and  Kate, 
ft  sharp  trial  took  place  between  them,  which  ended  by  Clara  agaio  getting 
wcood  place,  and  on  arriving  at  Chebea  the  time  was — Spray  8h.,  Clara  3h. 
Sol,  Kate  3h.  6m.  58. 

The  President  from  her  stem  chase  was  not  timed,  the  steamer  baviog  to 
fiare-np  to  overhaul  Spray,  which  completely  aod  determinedly  kept  the  lead, 
her  opponents  apparently  having  no  chance  with  her,  and  the  contest  was 
oeDtered  in  Clara  and  Kate,  the  President  resigning.  Af^er  a  sharp  struggle 
and  some  very  good- seamanship  the  second  round  was  finished  thus:  -^pray 
Ih,  30m.  30s.,  Clara  3h.  38m.  30s.,  Kate  3h.  41m.  40s. 

The  Clara  for  the  third  round  struck  her  topsail,  which  allowed  Kate  to 
inw  on  her.  And  certainly  every  credit  is  due  to  those  on  board  Kate  for 
the  clever  manner  they  handled  her,  although  their  efforts  were  not  crowned 
vitb  success.  The  contest  between  these  vessels  created  much  excitement 
tt  they  both  belonged  to  the  fixed  keel  class,  and  the  Clara  had  to  allow  I J 
Bunates  to  her  persevering  rival.  However,  af^er  near  three  hours  excellent 
9<^  the  three  vessels  came  in  about  the  following  time: — Spray  4h.  4m.» 
Clara  4h.  15m.  lOs.,  Kate4h.  17m.  15s. 

The  prizes  were  presented  to  Messrs.  Haines  and  Burney,  by  the  Com* 
ttodpre,  and  then  the  steamer  proceeded  on  a  pleasure  trip  to  Richmond 
^th  her  delighted  company. 

In  this  case  the  centre-board  boat  showed  her  superiority;  but  it  would  be 
™i&ir  to  set  it  down  as  a  certainty  that  centre-boards  are  the  best  craft. 
When  the  match  comes  off  from  Erith  to  the  Chapman  a  better  opportunity 
will  be  given  to  test  the  doubtful  point. 


NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  YACHT  CLUB. 

Tms  clab  opened  its  summer  campaign  on  Thursday,  7th  June,  on  the  Tare, 
Cantley  being  the  locus  in  quo.  The  day  bad  been  anticpated  with  pleasure, 
hot  the  character  of  the  weather  was  far  firom  favourable,  the  backward 
>pnng  seeming  reluctant  to  retire  in  favour  of  a  warm  and  genial  summer, 
Nature  has  certainly  donned  her  summer  costume,  but  on  Thursday  the 
•00  appeared  loth  to  show  his  benignant  face,  and  the  skies  wore  a  stern  and 
*^ost  wintry  look,  The  morning  was  diversified  with  driving  showers  of 
'"^Of  and  everything  was  at  a  decided  discount ;  but  as  the  day  advanced 
•ome  improvement  took  place,  and  matters  began  slightly  to  look  up.  The 
^d,  though  keen,  was  delightfully  invigorating,  and  many  individuals,  both 
^t  and  ashore,  laid  in  such  a  stock  of  fresh  air  as  had  not  refi'eshed  their 
^nngfl  for  many  a  month.    We  have  been  somewhat  precise  in  suting  the 
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natare  of  the  *'  skyey  inflaenceB**  of  the  day,  because,  if  man  is  a  ereaenre 
of  circttmstances,  he  is  also  decidedly  a  creature  of  weather,  and  nowhere 
does  the  aphorism  apply  with  more  force  than  on  the  broad  **  le^el'*  of 
marshes,  through  which  the  Tare  meanders.  The  muster  of  yacbta  od 
Thursday  was  pretty  good,  but  the  number  assembled  was  scarcely  equal  to 
last  year's  gathering.  About  25  or  30  trim  little  Tcssels,  howerer,  lined  the 
shore,  and  the  Argonaut,  the  handsome  yacht  of  the  Commodore  (Mr.  Traf- 
ford,  who  succeeds  Col.  Wilson  in  this  honourable  office)  presented  quite  a 
brilliant  display  of  bunting.  Among  the  yachts  present  may  be  mentioned 
the  Pirate  (Capt.  Cholmondeley),  of  the  Royal  lliames  Taoht  Club.  The 
Chesapeake,  a  steamer  from  Yarmouth,  brought  a  considerable  number  of 
▼isitors  from  that  town,  and  the  band  of  the  East  Norfolk  Militia  Artillery 
enliyened  the  proceedings  with  their  performances.  The  programme  of  the 
day  included  two  matches — one  for  latteeners,  and  another  for  cutters— «Dd 
the  course,  which  was  marked  by  buoys  laid  down,  extended  from  Cantley  up 
to  Langley  one  way.  and  to  Hardley  in  the  other  direction,  altogether  froa 
four  to  five  miles.  This  was  sailed  over  three  times,  so  that  the  total  dis- 
tance  traversed  in  each  match  was  from  13  to  14  miles.  The  Yare,  as  every 
one  acquainted  with  it  knows,  being  an  extremely  nnuous  stream,  aA>rds  ex- 
cellent opportunities  for  displaying  tact  in  sailing,  and  as  the  wind  oo 
Thursday  was  at  times  extremely  fresh,  and  the  competitors  carried  a  flow- 
ing sheet,  they  got  over  the  course  in  capital  style,  and  iritb  considerable 
expedition. 

The  entries  for  the  latteen  match  comprised  the  Vampire,  Mr.  Everett,  €i 
Cove ;  the  Atalanta,  Col.  Wilson,  of  Beccles ;  and  the  Merlin  (late  Elica- 
beth),  Messrs.  Foster  and  Hubbard,  of  Brundall.    A  good  start  was  effected 
shortly  after  twelve,  the  Vampire,  which  considerably  exceeded  her  compe* 
titors  in  tonnage,  soon  obtaining  a  decided  lead.    This  advantage  she  maiD- 
tained  throughout,  but  the  Merlin  was  a  pretty  good  second,  and  in  the 
second  and  third  rounds  slipped  very  little  further  astern*  The  official  return 
of  the  time  at  the  finish  was, — ^Vampire  2h.  36m.  5Ss..  Merlin,  2h.  43m.  40a.^ 
Atalanta  2h.  52m.  30s.  The  prize  competed  for  was  XI 5,  but,  in  accordance 
with  a  rule  laid  down  and  acted  upon  by  the  club  last  year,  and  now  repeated, 
it  will  have  to  be  sailed  for  three  times  before  any  award  is  made,  unlesSt 
indeed,  the  Vampire  should  again  prove  the  victor  at  the  second  matcfi  of 
the  season  at  Wroxham,  the  principle  insisted  on  being  success  on  two  oc- 
casions out  of  three.    The  burden  of  the  Vampire  is  8^  tons,  while  that  of 
the  Merlin  is  only  4  tons,  but  after  making  an  allowance  of  half  a  minute  pei 
ton,  the  Vampire  bad  still  an  advantage  of  4m.  42s. 

Another  prize  of  ^15  was  competed  for,  under  the  conditions  just  ez- 
plained,  by  cutter  yachts,  the  entries  being  the  Belvidere,  9  tons,  Mr.  Read, 
of  Yarmouth;  the  Oberon,  5  tons,  Mr.  Morton,  of  Aylsham;  and  the  Union, 
8  tons,  Mr.  Cbamberlin,  of  Wroxham.  The  start  was  effected  at  2h.  59m.  iOs., 
and  the  course  laid  down  was  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  match.  The 
Belvidere  took  the  lead.  The  Oberon,  which  has  on  former  occasions  proved 
herself  an  excellent  boat,  had  the  misfortune  soon  after  starting  to  catry 
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Mmuf  one  of  h^r  bowsprit  shroadgy  aod  was  thas  pal  hon  d§  eombaL  The 
fielTidere  had  it  all  her  o  vn  way  from  the  beginniDg,  and  the  first  round  was 
eomplfited  as  foUowa. — Belvidere  db.  45id.  58.,  UnioD  Sh.  55m.  The  Union 
ahortly  aiterwarda  retired,  and  the  Belvidere,  which  had  then  undiaputed 
peaseasioo  of  the  course,  completed  the  second  round  about  half-past  four, 
and  the  third  round  about  a  quarter  past  five.  A  j oil jf -boat  match,  for 
watermen,  completed  the  day's  proceedings. 

llie  CbaUeoi^e  Cup  offered  by  this  club  was  competed  for  on  Friday,  June 
S,  at  Caotley,  the  coarse  being  the  same  as  that  laid  down  for  the  matches 
which  came  off  at  the  same  place  on  the  previous  day,  viz.,  about  two  miles 
up  the  Yare  towards  Langley  in  one  direction,  and  a  similar  distance  to- 
wards Hardley  in  the  other.  The  early  part  of  the  day  was  cold  aod  wet, 
and  it  required  aome  devotion  to  aquatics  to  persevere  with  the  match  ;  but 
fortunately  after  two  o'clock  a  favourable  change  took  place,  and  the  clouds, 
river,  and  landscape  gradually  wore  a  brighter  appearance.  The  wind  was 
moderately  fresh,  but  rather  fitful ;  still  it  was  a  nice  sailing  breeze,  and 
the  competitors  made  good  way,  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  enabled 
io  carry  all  their  canvas.  Considering  the  value  of  the  cup,  and  the  in- 
tereat  attached  to  the  match,  it  was  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  only  two 
entries  were  made.  The  first,  the  Belvidere  (cutter),  Mr.  Head  of  Yar- 
mouth ;  and  the  second,  the  Enchantress  (latteen),  Mr.  Green  of  Wroxham. 
The  burden  of  the  former  was  9  tons,  and  of  the  latter  6  tons,  and  the  usual 
rule  provided  for  an  allowance  of  half  a  minute  per  ton  for  difference  of 
tonnage. 

The  atart  was  effected  at  half-past  one.  Three  rounds  were  sailed.  In 
the  first  the  Belvidere  slightly  drew  on  the  Enchantress,  but  from  the  deter- 
mination and  admirable  skill  evinced  on  both  sides,  it  was  evident  from  the 
first  that  the  contest  would  be  an  extremely  close  and  arduous  one.  The 
second  round  passed  over  without  altering  the  relative  position  of  the  boats, 
which  coursed  through  the  water  in  beautiful  style,  a  stream  of  foam  falling 
from  their  cut-waters,  and  their  sails  bending  gracefully  before  the  freshen- 
ing breeze.  In  the  third  round  the  Belvidere  continued  to  be  closely  waited 
on  by  the  Enchantress,  which  was,  in  fiict,  considered  to  be  gaining  slightly  on 
her  opponent.  Still  the  crew  of  the  former  calcuUted  that  they  had  about 
three-quarters  of  a  minute  to  spare,  and  that  their  prospects  of  success  were 
cheering.  Fortune  deserted  them,  however,  at  a  juncture  when  victory 
seemed  almost  within  their  grasp,  as  they  had  the  misfortune  to  carry  away 
a  bobstay.  It  was  necessary  to  send  out  three  men  on  the  l>owsprit  to  repair 
the  accident,  and  this  depressed  the  cutter  considerably  forward,  and  of 
course  retarded  her  progress.  The  consequence  was  that  she  was  overhauled 
by  the  Enchantress,  and  although  she  held  steadily  on  to  the  close  of  the 
match,  she  could  not  recover  her  lost  ground.  At  the  close  of  the  third 
mnnd  the  time  was  officially  noted  as  follows : — Enchantress,  4h.  22m.  158.; 
Belvidere,  4h.  25m.  458.  The  Enchantress  had  consequently  an  advantage 
of  2iiL  30b.,  or  adding  the  allowance  of  half  a  minute  per  ton  for  difference 
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of  tonnage,  4m. ;  she  was  accordingly  declared  the  winner,  and  there  is  no 
donht  that  she  proved  on  the  occasion  both  the  excellence  of  her  saiUng 
qnalities  and  the  skill  of  her  crew.  It  is  not  yet  decided,  wa  belicTe 
whether  the  result  of  Friday  afternoon's  contest  shall  he  taken  as  final  and 
decisive  of  the  match,  or  whether  two  other  trials  of  skill  and  prowess 
shall  come  off  between  the  competitors  before  the  season  closes. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  club  takes  place  on  Wroxham  Broad  the  5th 
July  inst.,  a  locality  differing  very  much  in  its  features  from  the  flat  but 
fertile  regions  of  Cantley.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  the  proceedings 
may  then  have  the  immense  advantage  of  brighter  and  drier  skies. 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

Tmm  yacht  race  for  the  Silver  Cup  (value  £15),  given  by  this  ciub,  came 
off  on  Saturday,  June  9,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  spectators. 
The  weather  looked  somewhat  threatening  in  the  earlier  part *of  the  day,  but 
towards  noon  it  cleared  up  considerably ;  the  sun,  though 'every  now  and 
then  dimmed  by  passing  clouds,  sparkled  brilliantly  ou  the  deep  waters,  and 
the  river  Mersey  presented  its  usual  busy,  but  withal  picturesque,  appear- 
ance. One  of  the  Woodside  ferry  steamers  was  hired  for  the  occasion,  and, 
freighted  with  members  of  the  committee  and  a  select  company,  many  of 
whom*  were  ladies,  accompanied  the  different  yachts  in  their  course.  In  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Brassey,  Commodore,  and  Mr.  George  Ilarrison, 
Vice- Commodore,  Mr.  William  Scott  officiated,  and  ably  performed  the 
duties  of  his  onerous  post.  Five  yachts  were  entered  for  the  race ;  these  all 
started,  but  shortly  after  they  had  passed  Brombro'  Pool^^it  became  quite 
evident  that,  unless  some  accident  intervened,  the  Snake  would  come  in  an 
easy  winner,  and  thus  the  excitement  attendant  upon  a  closely  contested 
match  was  in  the  present  instance  wanting.  The  other  yachts,  however, 
bravely  persevered  throughout,  and,  though  they  did  not  obtain  success, 
they  merit  all  praise.  We  believe  that  the  cup  is  by  no  means  the  first  won 
by  the  Snake,  and  that  the  present  owner  of  that  vessel,  W.  Wilkinson,  Esq., 
and  his  late  father,  have  carried  off  no  less  than  twelve  prizes  in  all.  The 
cup,  which  is  very  massive  in  its  proportions,  is  from  the  well-known  estab- 
lishment of  Mr.  Promoli,  Church-street. 

The  course  which  the  yachts  had  to  take  was  as  follows :— From  Woodside 
Pier  round  a  flagboat  stationed  off  Brombro'  Pool,  thence  round  a  fiagboat 
stationed  southward  of  the  Dingle,  back  to  the  flagboat  at  Brombro'  Pool, 
thence  round  the  flagboat  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  to  the  flagboat 
stationed  southward  of  Woodside  Pier,  back  round  the  flagboats  off  Brombro' 
Pool  and  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  direct  to  south  of  W'oodside 
Pier,  passing  between  the  shore  and  flagboat,  leaving  the  last-mentioned 
flagboat  on  the  starboard  hand  ;  all  other  marks  and  flagboats  to  be  left  on 


IKISH  MODEL  TACHT  CLUB.  309 

the  port  hand.     Time :  One  minnte  and  a  half  up  to  fire  tons;  one  minute 
over.    The  jachts  entered  were : — 

White  Squall,  4^  tons,  A.  C.  Anderson,  Esq.;  Snake,  7^  tons,  W.  Wilkin- 
son, Esq. ;  Stella,  3^  tons,  A.  Bower,  Esq. ;  Vision,  7k  tons,  C.  H.  Codding- 
ton,  Esq. ;  Zephyr,  5|  tons,  R.  Beayer*  Esq. 

The  yachts  left  the  starting  point  precisely  at  four  minutes  past  two 
o'clock,  the  Stella  leading,  though  closely  followed  by  the  others,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Zephyr,  which  did  not  get  so  well  off  as  her  competitors. 
The  vessels  rensMned  in  pretty  close  proximity  to  each  other  until  about  half 
WSJ  between  Woodside  Pier  and  Broinbro'  Pool  (some  slight  changes  occur- 
ring in  the  meanwhile),  but  before  the  latter  place  was  reached  the  Snake 
had  obtained  a  clear  lead,  which  she  continued  uninterrupted  to  the  end, 
gtadoally  increasing  the  distance  between  the  other  vessels  and  herself. 

The  Bronibro*  mark  was  passed  the  first  time  thus: — Snake  2b.  51m, 

Vision  2m.  51m.  15s.,  White  Squall  *2h.  52m.,  Zephyr  2h..  55m.,  Stella  2h. 

57m.     They  then  proceeded  to  the  Diugle,  Suake   leading,  having  gained  on 

the  Vision,   Im.  15s.,  the  others  keeping  their  relative  positions.    After 

rounding  the  Dingle  they  returned  to  the  lirombro'  mark- boat,  which  was 

passed  by  the  Snake  3h.  1 4m.,  Vision  3h.  15m  30s.,  White  Squall  3h.  24m., 

the  other  two  were  not  timed  for  it  was  evident  they  were  outpaced.    While 

passing  to  the  southward  of  the  Dingle  for  the  second  time  the  Snake  stole 

away  from  her  chief  opponent  and  passed  the  mark>boat  3m.  308.  ahead, 

which  distance  she  continued  to  increase,  for  on  completing  the  first  round 

and  passing  the  Woodside  pier  she  was  still  gaining.     The  course  had  to  be 

gone  over  a  second  time  in  which  the  Snake  kept  the  lead,  and  won  by 

beating  Vision  11m.  45s.,  the  other  yachts  being  *^  nowhere." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  races  the  acting  Commodore,  Mr.  W.  Scot't,  in  a 
few  appropriate  words,  presented  Mr.  Wilkinson  with  the  elegant  trophy  of 
his  victory,  congratulating  him  on  his  success,  which  Mr.  Wilkinson,  on 
receiving  the  cup,  said  the  elements  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  looked  so 
unpropitions  that  he  began  to  fear  the  race  would  not  be  over  before  nine 
o'clock  at  night  [laughter],  when,  by  the  rules  of  the  club,  the  contest  would 
have  been  left  undecided ;  but  Nature  had,  however,  eventually  proved  more 
kind,  and  the  consequence  was  that  h^  became  entitled  to  the  elegant  testi- 
monial which  he  then  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  sincerely  prized 
[cbeersj.    He  had  only  to  add  that  he  heartly  reciprocated  the  wish  expressed 
by  Mr.  W.  Scott,  that  he  should  prove  as  good  a  friend  to  yachting  as  his 
late  &ther  [renewed  cheers].     The  health  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  success  to 
the  Birkenhead  Model  Tacht  Club,  having  been  drank  in  champagne,  the 
visitors  were  landed,  and  the  day's  proceedings  were  at  an  end. 


IRISH  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 


Thb  first  match  of  yachts  of  the  Irish  Model  Yacht  Club,  which  had  been 
pat  off  from  day  to  day  on  account  of  the  weather,  came  off  on  Saturday, 
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JoDtf  16,  under  most  favourable  eireomataiiees.  The  day  waa  ftfie, 
nice  S.E.  breeze,  which,  however,  untbrtnoatelj  fell  very  light  towarda 
evening,  and  at  one  time,  when  the  boats  were  off  the  North  Bnrford  Bnoy, 
it  waa  almost  a  dead  calm.  The  coarse  was  round  the  two  Burford  and  two 
Bar  buoys,  returning  to  harbour  round  one  of  the  buoys  off  the  East  Pier, 
and  running  between  the  flag*ship  (the  Heroine  schooner)  and  the  shore. 
The  following  yachts  of  the  third  class  i.  e.,  exceeding  six  and  not  exceeding 
10  tons,  entered,  and  were  manned  b^  members  of  the  club  or  of  a  royal  yadit 
club,  one  seaman  only  being  allowed  in  each,  who  was  not  on  any  account 
to  steer  : — ^Flirt,  8  tons,  W.  Bojd,  Esq.,  Ripple,  8  tons,  D.  Ferguson,  Esq, 
Fairy,  8  tone,  W.  A.  Power,  Esq.,  Ida,  8|  tons.  J.  A.  Lyle,  Esq. 

Of  these  the  real  competitors  were  the  Flirt  and  Ida,  the  Bippla  and 
Fairy  having  being  only  kindly  entered  by  their  owners  to  make  up  the  race. 
At  two  o'clock  a  red  ensign  was  hoisted  at  the  ibremast  head  of  the  Heroine 
flag-ship  for  the  little  craft  to  take  their  stations,  which  they  soon  afterwards 
did*  with  the  exception  of  the  Flirt,  which,  having  been  only  lately  purchased 
by  her  present  owner,  and  owing  to  the  delay  caused  by  the  late  bad  weather, 
being  much  behind  in  her  preparations,  was  not  ready,  and  caused  oooaider- 
able  delay.  At  8m.  1 2s.  p.m.,  however,  a  blue  peter  at  the  fore  of  the  flag- vessel 
and  a  gun  gave  liberty  to  set  head  sails,  and  at  Sm.  158.  another  gun  was  fired 
to  start.  The  Flirt,  with  her  topmast  housed,  had  the  best  station,  and  made 
the  most  of  it,  being  out  of  the  harbour  like  a  shot,  Ida  after  her.  Riffle  and 
Fairy  astern  ;  the  two  latter  soon  after  retiring.    The  wind  was  light,  and 
the  water  smooth  as  a  mill  pond,  of  which  the  Flirt  took  advantage,  going 
like  a  witch,  and  weathering  and  fore-reaching  on  Ida  every  yard  of  water 
they  travelled  over ;  the  latter  carried  her  jib-headed  gaff  topsail,  but  had 
too  niuch  ballaat  on  board  for  the  day,  and  was  altogether  dull  and  heavy. 
It  was  a  (lead  beat  to  first  turning  point,  t. «.,  South  Burford  Buoy,  8}  miles, 
and  with  a  strong  flood  tide  throwing  the  vessels  to  leeward.   Flirt  continoed 
to  gain,  and  at  8h.  40m,,  Ida  went  about  and  reached  in  shore,  Flirt  soon  after 
doing  the  same,  and  being  considerably  to  windward.   She  reached  the  buoy 
at  4h.  46m.  50s.,  eased  her  sheets,  and  was  away  for  South  Burford  Buoy 
like  a  dart,  hut  from  something  being  wrong  with  her  topmast  rigging  she 
kept  it  struck,  and  sailed  under  three  lower  sails  all  day.    The  Ida  passed  at 
4h.  55m.,  and  shifted  her  jib-headed  topsail  for  a  larger  one ;  wind  very  light* 
At  4h.  59m.  Flirt  rounded  North  Burford,  and  stood  away  nearly  dead  bcibre 
the  wind  for  East  Bar,  4^  miles,  Ida  fo1Io\iing  at  5h.  9m.,  being  thus  beaten 
ten  minutes.    She  here  set  her  balloon  jib,  but  the  wind  was  so  light  that  it 
hardly  filled,  and  the  tide  going  up  was  the  chief  means  of  propulsion.    The 
breeze,  however,  began  by  degrees  to  freshen,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  strong 
tide  Flirt  reached  the  buoy  at  6h.  24m ,  Ida  6h.  31m.     The  South  Bar  was 
rounded  at  6h.  44m.  and  6h.  50m.  30s.,  and  from  theoce  it  was  a  beat  to  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  two  miles,  against  the  remains  of  the  flood  tide  ;  sod 
the  breeze  being  a  little  better,  and  a  shift  of  some  ballast  afl  producing  a 
wakening  effect  on  the  Ida,  she  began  to  overhaul  Flirt  every  tack,  working 


a    I 


IKSTITUTIOM   OF  NAVAL  ABCfllXECTS.  311 

to  wiodward  vondcrfally  under  her  balloon  jib  and  big  topsail,  bat  even 
with  these  never  wetting  ber  covering  board.  The  distance  was  not  suffi- 
cient, however,  to  alter  the  result,  and  the  Flirt  went  in  a  gallant  winner  at 
7h.  53m.  48.  by  4ni.  da.,  beaiileA  158.  to  be  allowed  ber  for  difference  of 
tonnage.  She  is  a  beantiful  little  craft,  built  by  Harvey  of  Ipswich,  for  the 
late  Alfred  Young,  owner  of  Mosquito»  Amazon,  &c.,  and  won  the  ^100 
Cup  ID  the  Thames  on  her  first  appearance.  In  smooth  water  and  with  a 
light  breeze  she  is  a  flyer,  and  few  of  her  class  will  beat  her.  She  was 
capitally  handled,  and  having  no  topmast,  ber  sailing  in  such  light  winds 
waa  a  wonder.  Tlie  Ida  is  a  much  more  powerful  boat,  built  by  Fyfe,  but 
requires  a  breeae  to  make  ber  go ;  her  bottom  also  was  lather  foul,  and 
altogether  she  wofully  disappointed  her  admirers. 
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Thb  noble  Chairman,  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  addressed  the  meeting  in  a 
speech,  of  which  the  following  is  a  greatly  abridged  report:— 

Having  had  the  satisfaction  of  communicating  that  aftemeon  with  his  ex- 
cellent friend,  Sir  John  Pakington,  he  found  that  he  had  been  relieved  by 
him  from  the  duty  of  delivering  an  inaugurative  address.  But  he  (the  Earl 
of  Hardwicke),  should  not  do  justice  to  his  feelings  if  he  did  not  express  the 
great  satisfaction  he  had  in  then  presiding  over  that  Institution — an  Institu- 
tion whieh,  he  believed,  was  more  fraught  with  advantages  to  the  public,  and 
to  the  public  service,  than  any  Institution  that  had  ever  before  been  founded 
in  this  country.  That  was  saying  a  great  deal,  and  many  might  think  it  ao 
exaggerated  statement ;  but  when  it  was  considered  that  we  live  in  an  island 
which  is  dependent  for  its  advancement  upon  floating  bodies,  and  that  we  are 
at  all  events  the  greatest  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  it  would  be  seen 
that  such  a  body  of  men,  brought  together  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  their 
practical  knowledge  to  bear  upon  naval  improvements  in  one  concentrated 
fbcos,  must  benefit  the  public  in  an  altogether  unexampled  manner.  Before 
he  came  there  he  visited  that  celebrated  dockyard  down  at  St.  Stephen's, 
where  he  found  them  cobbling  the  old  ship  Constitution,  [Lord  John 
Russell's  Reform  Bill  having  been  introduced  that  evening,]  and  where  he 
tbooght  they  were  putting  inferior  material  into  her ;  and  he  had  left  that 
place  with  a  conviction  that  he  should  be  happier  at  that  Institution,  where 
he  should  meet  shipwrights  who  understood  their  business  very  much  better 
than  those  at  the  other  place.  They  had  met  together  to  commence  a 
practice  of  reading  professional  papers,  stating  their  views  openly,  laying 
plans  before  each  other,  and  giving  to  each  other  practical  and  local  know- 
ledge upon  one  of  the  most  abstruse  and  delicate  arts  that  had  ever  been 
practised  by  human  beings — that  of  constructing  floating  bodies  which  should 
have  all  the  advantages  of  speed,  strength,  capacity,  safety,  and  so  forth, 
Uended  together  in  one  compact  structure.    Such  a  Society,  for  carrying  out 
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such  objects,  had  been  pre-enunently  needed  in  this  coantry.  AUhoogfa 
are  the  greatest  maritime  nation  apon  the  face  of  the  earth,  we  had  never  yet 
been  able  to  concentrate  the  knowledge  which  was  individually  possessed,  so 
as  to  force  upon  the  public  mind,  or  give  to  our  governing  powers  who  under- 
take the  defence  of  the  State,  that  degree  of  enlightenment  which  would 
ensure  the  best  description  of  ship  for  each  and  every  purpose.  Yet  we  saw 
the  necessity  of  such  enlightenment  every  day,  both  in  our  public  and  our 
private  dockyards.  When  they  all  knew  the  enormous  amount  of  money 
which  was  expended  in  producing  a  large  steamship,  and  knew  at  the  same 
time  that  at  every  yard  she  went  to  she  ate  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  her 
owner,  they  must  feel  that  that  Institution  could,  by  bringing  togeth^  the 
individual  knowledge  of  gentlemen  employed  in  the  construction  of  ships  and 
the  making  of  engines,  save  the  country  millions  of  money.  The  great 
question  in  reference  to  our  Navy  now,  was  its  frightful  cost,  and  he  believed 
the  practical  effect  of  the  Institution  of  Naval  Architects  would  be  to  enable 
the  country  to  maintain  its  naval  eminence  at  a  much  more  moderate  cost. 
He  was  convinced,  therefore,  that  they  were  then  setting  about  one  of  the 
most  important  works  ever  undertaken  by  any  class  of  men.  He  hoped  that 
no  means  would  be  wanting  to  bring  the  Institution  into  full  strength  for 
carrying  out  its  operations,  and  that  they  who  were  not  present  at  its  birth 
might  live  to  see  its  maturity,  end  in  that  maturity  he  was  convinced  they 
would  see  the  greatest  sdvancement  ever  made  in  naval  science,  and  with 
that  very  great  national  advantages. 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  the  Secretary  to  read  a  Paper  furnished  by 
G.  B.  AiBT,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  Astronomer  Royal,  *^  On  the  Connection 
between  the  Mode  of  Building  Iron  Ships  and  the  Ultimate  Correction  or 
their  Compasses,''  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract : — 
Af^er  describing  the  nature  of  the  disturbances  which  the  compass  under* 
goes,  the  Author  enumerated  the  following  precautions  which  ought  to  be 
followed  by  the  builders  of  iron  ships :  1.  The  ship-builder  should  act  in 
concert  with  a  compass- corrector  of  long  experience,  or  with  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who,  though  not  professionally  engaged,  had  given  great  attention 
to  the  subject.  2.  The  possible  connection  between  the  heat  at  which  iron 
is  manufactured  into  the  form  of  plates  for  ship-building,  and  the  degree  <3f 
permanency  for  retention  of  magnetism,  should  be  examined  experimentally. 
The  Author  explained  how  this  might  be  done.  3.  When  circumstances 
permit,  iron  ships  should  be  built  with  the  keel  nearly  north  and  south 
(magnetic).  4.  The  positions  of  the  compass  should  be  adopted  in  reference 
to  the  structure  of  the  ship,  or  the  structure  of  the  ship  should  be  partially 
guided  by  the  selection  of  places  for  the  compasses,  after  consideration  of  the 
abnormal  action  of  the  iron.  A  single  piece  of  iron  near  the  compass  would 
produce  as  large  an  effect  as  all  the  rest  of  the  iron  of  the  ship,  while  as  a 
single  piece,  it  was  liable  to  the  chances  of  mechanical  or  other  disturbance 
which  might  greatly  affect  its  sub-permanent  magnetism  and  its  action  on  the 
compass.  It  was  imprudent,  therefore,  to  have  any  iron,  near  the  compass. 
6'  Next  to  the  last  general  caution  of  having  no  masses  of  iron,  or  iron  deck, 
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omr  the  place  of  the  eompus,  was  the  apecifio  eaadon  of  having  no  iron 
stanchiona  or  vertical  iron  rods  of  any  kind  near  to  the  compast,  and  espe- 
cially not  to  have  any  vertical  iron  rods  whose  upper  end  or  lower  end  is 
near  the  level  of  the  compass.  6.  If  it  were  impossible  to  avoid  having  large 
vertical  iron  rods  for  the  stern-post  and  rudder-post,  it  would  be  very  desira- 
ble that  the  steering  wheel  and  steering  compass  should  be  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  stem.  But  if  this  condition  could  not  be  secured,  the 
principal  part  of  the  injurious  effect  might  be  neutralized  by  fixing  in  the 
ship  another  vertical  rod  in  front  of  the  compass  (supposbg  that  the  stem- 
post  ia  behind  it) ;  and  this  ought  to  be  provided  in  the  building  of  the  sMp. 
But  only  an  experienced  compass-investigator  could  be  trusted  with  this  ar- 
rangement. 7.  Iron  deck-beams  should  not  be  fixed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  compass.  They  might,  however,  be  so  introduced  by  an  experienced 
oooneetor  as  to  neutndiae  one  of  the  effects  of  vertical  beams,  principally  in- 
jarioua  in  high  magnetic  latitudes.  There  was  one  additional  recommenda- 
tion which  was  very  important.  The  Author  wotild  earnestly  urge  on  ship- 
owners the  importance  of  allowing  their  ships  to  take  short  voyages  befiire 
their  (impasses  were  finally  corrected  for  a  long  sea  voyage.  A  few  days* 
motioa  on  the  sea,  not  necessarily  in  rough  weather,  but  under  the  tremor  ot 
a  steam-engine,  and  especially  of  a  screw,  would  probably  shake  out  nearly 
all  the  variable  part  of  a  ship*s  sub-perma&ent  magnetism,  and  leave  it  in  a 
state  which,  for  a  ccuiaiderable  time,  might  be  regarded  as  practically  per- 
manent. 

The  reading  of  this  Paper  was  followed  by  a  discussion  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  Mr.  Evans,  Il.K.»  Superintendent  of  the  Compass  Department  of 
the  Admiralty,  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  a  steamer  should  be  IraUt 
with  the  head  north  and  a  sailing  vessel  with  the  head  south.  The  reason 
for  this  was  frilly  explained.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  Fourth  Report  of 
the  lAvetpooL  Compass  Committee  might  be  expected  to  appear  shortly. 
At  the  condnsion  of  the  discussion,  the  Chairman  called  iq>on  G»  W.  Lenox, 

E9q.,  AaaocLN.A^  F.  G.  S.,  to  read  his  Paper «'  On  Chain  Cables,"  of 

which  the  following  b  an  abstract  :*— 

The  Author  first  traced  the  history  of  chain  cables,  noticing  the  vaaow 
patents  wbJch  were  obtained  for  them  at  and  after  the  year  1634  (the  data 
of  the  first  chain  cable  patent),  and  coming  gradually  down  to  the  period  at 
which  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Brown  conceived,  carried  out,  and  perfected  the 
introduction  of  such  cables  into  the  Royal  and  mercantile  marine  of  thia 
cooDtiy.  By  their  introduction,  the  Author  states  "  the  security  of  the  ships 
wasmocfa  hiereased;  the  fociKtyof  handling  the  chain  was  made  much 
greater ;  the  health  of  the  crew  improved  by  the  deanhness  of  the  coming  in 
of  the  chain  always  Scte  of  mud ;  the  stowage  of  the  ship  eohurged  by  placing 
the  diain  in  an  onoceupied  space :  and  a  saving  made  by  diapensing  with 
baUast  in  moving  die  ship  fixim  dock  to  dock,  the  weight  of  the  chain  acting 
as  balkft*  These  were  the  solid  inducements  for  the  substitution  of  chains 
for  rope  in  the  merchant  aervioe.  Disadvantages  were  of  course  dechured 
against  chmn  cables^  such  as  want  of  elasticity,  incapability  of  being  carried 
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out  to  heaye  a  ship  off  in  case  of  stranding,  &c. ;  but  time,  facts,  and  practice 
bad  remoTed  tbem  alL  Tbe  specific  gravity  of  tbe  chain  gire  it  a  greater 
advantage  tban  elasticity ;  tbe  sbip,  struck  by  a  sea,  simply  lifted  her  chain, 
which,  on  its  receding,  returned  again  to  its  curvature,  and  was  ready  for 
the  next  blow ;  a  smaller  and  more  flexible  cable  can  be  carried  out,  and  the 
stranded  ship  hove  off  with  a  greater  chance  of  success.  So  that  Captain 
(afterwards  Sir  Samuel)  Brown  lived  to  see  his  introduction  triumphant  in 
the  almost  exclusive  use  of  chain  cables  all  over  the  world." 

The  Author  next  glanced  at  the  introduction  of  the  *'  proving  machine," 
and  of  the  effect  which  it  had  in  improving  the  quality  of  the  iron  produced 
in  this  country,  describing,  in  particular,  the  specialities  of  the  manu&cture 
of  what  is  known  as  "  No.  3,"  or  **  cable  bolts,"  and  urging  that  the  use  of 
such  iron  only  for  chain  cables  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  Afler  explaining 
the  objects  of  successive  patentees  of  chain  cables,  and  discussing  the  merits 
of  their  respective  inventions,  the  Author  went  on  to  state  that,  in  the  year 
1881  chain  cables  were  fiurly  established  in  the  Royal  service.  Shipa  were 
then  allowed  to  have  three  chain  cables  each,  and  at  that  period  the  contract 
was  thrown  open  and  divided  between  three  contractors,  under  a  printed 
specification,  as  rigid  and  severe  as  it  was  possible  for  Government  engineers 
to  draw  it.  The  description  of  iron  to  be  used  was  specified :  proving 
machines  were  erected  at  the  Royift  Dockyards*  and  every  chain  rec^ved  was 
required  to  be  proved  to  the  strain  of  GSOlbs.  to  the  circular  jth  of  the  inch 
of  its  contents — the  breaking  strain  being  about  1,150  lbs.  for  the  best  Welsh 
iron  in  chain— the  strength  of  the  iron  in  round  bolt  being  750  lbs.  per 
eighth  ;  the  dimensions  of  the  links  were  described,  the  best  form  bein^ 
decided  as  4  diameters  of  iron  for  length  in  the  clear,  and  3^  full  for  the 
width  over  all ;  the  sice  of  every  swivel  and  shackle,  ftc.,  was  laid  down ; 
and,  unless  every  point  was  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  contractor,  the  cable 
was  rejected  and  removed  at  his  expense.  Thus  the  Admiralty  endeavoured 
to  secure  the  best  cables  for  the  public  service  at  the  lowest  price,  by  com- 
petition, by  tenders  of  the  most  respectable  firms ;  and  every  point  is  as 
rigidly  determined  upon  and  adhered  to  at  the  present  day.  Not  so,  howerer, 
are  the  cables  made  for  merchant  service  and  export  trade.  In  Stafibrdshire 
for  years  a  system  has  been  resorted  to,  which  of  itself  should  have  heaped 
disgrace  upon  the  buyers,  and  which  the  Author  minutely  described. 

Three  essental  things  were  necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  good  chain 
cables,  neither  of  which  is  cheap,  viz.,  the  best  of  iron,  the  best  workman- 
ship, and  the  best  coal.  The  former  should  be  bought  of  makers  of  known 
character,  by  specification  of  quality,  with  power  of  rejection,  and  not  a  bolt 
should  be  used  unless  cut  down  before  it  was  turned  into  a  link.  The  work* 
men's  wages  should  not  be  stinted,  and  then  he  could  afford  to  be  fined  if 
his  work  was  found  faulty  in  the  machine.  A  drunken  man  should  always 
be  got  rid  of,  as  a  few  bad  or  burnt  links  put  into  a  cable  by  him  while  in  a 
state  of  inebriety,  rendered  the  whole  cable  doubtful.  It  was  a  singular  fact| 
that  a  good  smith  was  a  bad  welder,  and  the  best  of  welders  was  gena«lly  a 
bad  smith.  Good  welders  should  be  kept  constantly  on  good  work,  and 
never  be  allowed  to  get  slovenly  by  being  put  upon  inferior  chain. 
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Namevoiu  ttetements  were  next  adduced  in  proof  of  the  &ct  that  good 
and  reliable  cables  can  be  made,  and  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  fact  of  the 
Great  Eastern  riding  ont  a  gale  bp  a  ringU  cable,  the  size  of  which  was  fixed 
at  one-fi>orth  of  what  should  be  considek'ed  adequate  to  her  size,  in  order 
that  thej  might  be  manageable.  Mr.  Brunei  having  consented  to  the  adoption 
of  this  size  with  the  determination  that  she  should  always,  when  brought  to 
anchor,  ride  with  at  least  four  cables  down,  was  also  cited.  The  cables  of 
the  Royal  Charter  were  also  referred  to,  the  Author  feeling  confident  that, 
had  they  been  made  of  the  same  material  and  workmanship  as  those  of  the 
Great  Eastern,  they  would  have  sunk  the  ship  at  her  anchors  rather  than  have 
parted,  prorided  the  anchors  had  held  where  they  were  first  let  go.  The 
difficulty  of  inducing  shipowners  and  captains  to  purchase  good  cables  was 
also  adverted  to. 

As  public  attention  had  again  so  strongly  marked  the  disgrace  that  had 
lately  fallen  upon  the  chain  cable  trade,  and  as  the  Author  had  alluded  to 
the  quantity  of  inferior  cables  that  are  sold,  it  might  be  expected  that  he 
should  propose  some  remedy.  He  had  thought  much  upon  the  subject,  but 
the  only  suggestion  that  he  could  bring  to  a  working  bearing  was,  that  a 
public  office  of  *'  surveyors  of  chain  cables"  should  be  instituted,  from  which 
officers  should  emanate  with  authority  for  either  themselves  or  their  assist- 
ants to  see  every  cable  manufactured  for  the  merchant  service  properly 
proved,  and  that  none  should  be  sold  without  a  certificate  under  their  signa- 
tures and  seal  of  office,  for  which  a  fee  should  be  paid  correspondiug  with 
the  size  of  cable. 

The  Author  next  quoted  some  of  the  results  of  certain  experiments  which 
had  recently  been  made  at  Woolwich  Dockyard  by  Admiralty  officers  on 
various  kinds  of  iron  and  steel,  and  from  which  it  appeared  that  Brown,  Lenox, 
and  Co.'s  chain  cable  iron  was  superior  in  strength  to  the  different  kinds  of 
puddled  steel  and  cast  steel  which  had  lately  been  brought  forward  by 
numerous  inventors.  The  Author  concluded  his  paper  by  describing  two 
chain  cables  recently  manufactured  at  the  Millwall  cable  works,  and  which 
were  respectively  the  largest  and  the  smallest  chain  cables  ever  made,  each 
link  of  the  former  weighing  4  cwt.,  and  each  link  of  the  latter  but  three- 
fourths  of  an  ounce. 

The  reading  of  Mr.  Lenox's  Paper  was  followed  by  a  discussion,  in  the 
eourse  of  which  the  Author  stated  that  he  should  be  happy  to  place  his 
works  at  the  disposal  of  gentlemen  who  wished  to  test  the  value  of  any  dis- 
covery bearing  upon  the  subject  of  his  paper,  and  do  all  in  his  power  to 
forward  the  production  of  the  very  best  cable  that  could  be  made. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  the  noble  Chairman  congratulated 
the  meeting  upon  what  they  had  heard,  and  upon  the  instruction  which  both 
fainiBelf  and  they  must  have  dierived  ftom  the  valuable  papers  and  discussions 
to  which  they  had  listened.  He  also  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
Institution  of  Naval  Architects  would  do  all  in  its  power  to  encourage  those 
men  of  original  minds  and  inventive  powers  who  had  hitherto  been  too  often 
tonied  from  by  persons  in  high  places.    He  hoped  it  would  not  be  long 


316  HUNT*8  TAOHTUro  HAQAZINB. 

before  the  Inttitutioo  bad  premises  of  Us  own,  comprising  a  ftiiitable  fibitrj 
liDd  model-room ;  and  he  trttsted  th  it  that  which  they  were  then  iDaogu- 
rating  would  become  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  permanent  Ina^utionii 
in  the  country. 

Mr.  Scott  Russell,  Vice-president,  then  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman,  and  in  doing  so  eztoUed  the  great  interest  which  hia  Lordship  had 
at  all  times  taken  in  the  progress  of  Science,  and  especially  of  Naval  Science. 
He  also  remarked  that  it  was,  he  belieyed,  the  intention  of  the  Institution  of 
Naval  Architects  to  publish  honest  and  candid  opinions  upon  professional 
inventions :  and  he  hoped  [that  by  the  publication  of  the  loetitntion'a 
'*  Transactions" — ^the  first  volume  of  which  would  be  produced  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  meetings  were  ended^shipowners  and  other  gentlemm 
connected  with  shipping  would  begin  to  take  a  deeper  interest  than  ever  in 
the  success  of  ships  as  examples  of  Naval  Architecture. 
The  resolution,  having  been  seconded^  was  carried  by  acclamation* 
His  Lordship  thanked  the  meeting  for  their  reception  of  him,  assured 
theoflElcers  of  the  Institution  that  they  might  always  command  his  services, 
and  recommended  that  the  compilation  of  steamship  and  other  statistics 
should  be  proceeded  with  as  speedily  as  might  be  convenient. 

The  meeting  then  separated. 
Friday^  March  29u2,  I860.— John  Pbhk,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  LN.A.,  in 
the  chair. .  The  first  paper  was  read  by  W.  FAOusAxax,  Esq.,  F.6L&, 
'*  On  the  strength  of  Iron  Ships,**  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Mr. 
Falrbairn's  Paper,  which  can  be  but  very  imperfectly  described  without 
illustrations  :— 

After  noticing  his  long  connection  with  iron  ship -building,  and  the 
undoubted  utility  of  iron  as  a  ship-building  material,  the  Author  mentioaed 
the  great  length  of  many  iron  ships,  and  proceeded  to  investigate  their 
strength  in  the  mass,  and  as  individual  structures.  He  assumed  that  veBsels 
in  a  rolling  sea,  or  stranded  on  a  lee  shore,  were  governed  by  the  same  laws, 
of  transyerse  strain  as  simple  hollow  beams  like  the  tubes  of  the  Conway 
and  Britannia  tubular  bridges.  Hence  you  could  not  lengthen  a  ship  with 
impunity  without  adding  to  her  depth,  or  to  the  sectional  area  of  the  plates 
in  the  middle.  By  taking  a  vessel  of  the  ordinary  construction,  or  what 
some  years  since  was  considered  the  best  construction,  viz.,  300  feet  \ix%, 
41  feet  6  inches  beam,  and  26  feet  6  inches  deep,  the  Author  showed  bow 
inadequately  she  was  designed  to  resist  the  strains  to  which  she  would  be 
subjected,  by  treating  her  as  a  simple  beam ;  actually  a  vessel  was,  he  said, 
placed  in  that  position,  either  when  supported  at  each  end  by  two  waves,  or 
when,  rising  on  the  crest  of  another  wave,  she  was  supported  at  the  centre 
with  the  stem  and  stem  partially  suspended.  In  these  positions  the  ship 
underwent  alternately  a  strain  of  compression  and  a  strain  of  tension  along 
the  whole  section  of  the  deck,  corresponding  with  equal  stndnsof  tension 
and  compression  along  the  whole  section  of  the  keel,  the  stnuns  being 
reversed  according  as  the  vessel  was  supported  at  the  ends  or  the  centre. 
These  were,  in  fact,  the  alternate  strains  to  which  every  long  vessel  waa 
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OpoMd,  pattieslidy  in  seas  where  the  disUnee  between  the  cretU  of  the 
waves  did  not  exceed  the  length  of  the  ship.  It  was  true  that  a  Teasel 
proportioned  h'ke  the  abore  section  would  continne  lor  a  nnmber  of  yoyages 
to  resist  the  continnoos  strains  to  which  she  was  subjected  whilst  resting 
in  water.  Bot  snpponng  in  stress  of  weather,  or  ftom  some  other  cause, 
•be  was  driven  on  a  rock  with  her  bow  and  stem  suspended,  the  ptobabi- 
lity  was  that  she  would  break  in  two,  separating  from  the  insufficiency  of 
the  deck.  This  was  the  great  source  of  weakness  in  wrou^t-iion  vessels 
rfthat  coDstmction  as  well  as  of  wooden  vessels  when  placed  in  similar 
tTTing  chrcumsUnces.  To  prove  this  the  Author  gave  the  vessel  already 
described  the  full  benefit  of  being  considered  a  well-constructed  beam,  and 
applying  the  formula 

ade 

/ 
fcond  her  powers  of  resistance  comparatively  small  A  weight  of  960  tons 
suspended  from  bow  and  stern,  apart  from  the  vessel's  own  weight,  would 
break  her  asunder.  If,  however,  the  deck  beams  were  covered  with  iron 
plates  throughout  the  whole  length  on  each  side  of  the  hatchways,  so  as,  by 
a  new  construction,  to  render  the  area  at  the  deck  equal  to  that  at  the 
bottom,  we  should  have  nearly  twice  the  strength* 

The  Author  next  considered  the  amount  of  displacement  in  tons  of  the 
vessel  described,  and  found  that  the  margin  of  strength  was  fiur  from  satis- 
&ctory.    When  loaded  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  draught  of  water  the  displace- 
ment would  be  about  177,000  cubic  feet,  which  was  equivalent  to  a  weight 
of  about  5,000  tons  for  the  ship  and  cargo.    If  we  considered  this  weight  as 
nni&rmerly  distributed,  and  compared  it  with  the  strength  determined,  we 
have  load  uniformely  distributed  of  5,000  tons,  to  that  of  breaking  weight, 
with  load  distributed,  1,920x2=3,840 ;  leaving  a  deficiency  or  source  of 
weakness  equivalent  to  1,160  tons;  so  that  it  is  evident  that  if  laid  high 
and  dry  on  rocks  at  the  centre  of  her  length  she  would  break  with  }ths  of 
the  load  which  she  actually  carried.    Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  vessel 
could  never  be  placed  in  such  a  position ;  but  if  strained  on  a  lee  shore,  or 
placed  under  circumstances  where  each  receding  wave  might  leave  her  with 
not  more  than  six  or  eight  feet  of  water  over  her  keel,  she  would  inevitably 
go  to  pieces.    The  Author  referred  to  these  extreme  cases  because  our  iron 
constructions,  in  which  we  risked  so  much  life  and  property,  might  be  exposed 
to  even  those  degrees  of  danger,  although  such  critical  circumstances  did 
not  frequently  occur.    If  we  might  suppose   material  added  to  the  deck 
section,  either  by  iron  plates  under  the  planking,  or  in  any  other  form,  so  as 
to  give  an  area  of  wrought  iron  equivalent  to  that  of  the  bottom,  or  604 
square  inches,  the  strength  would  be  nearly  doubled,  but  would  still  be 
short  of  an  adequate  margin  for  security  to  resist  the  force  of  impact  as  the 
waves  Hited  the  vessel  and  dashed  her  again  on  the  rocks.    It  might  be 
urged  that  this  was  an  extreme  case,  but  it  was  such  an  extreme  as  we  must 
guard  against;  vessels  ought  in  every  case  to  be  built  of  sufficient  strength 
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to  secure  them  in  ell  the  oonditions  in  which  it  is  possihle  for  tbcm  to  be 
placed. 

Having  shown  the  imperfect  state  of  oar  constructions  from  an  eiample 
selected  from  the  earlier  stages  of  iron  ship-boilding,  the  Author  next 
directed  attention  to  the  most  recent  forms  of  iron  vessels,  and  showed  that 
they  were  also  essentially  weak,  although  in  a  less  degree  than  the  earlier 
vessels.  He  observed  that  considerable  improvements  had  been  effected, 
both  as  regards  strength  and  the  distribution  of  the  material,  since  the  infisncy 
of  iron-ship  building,  when  the  properties  of  the  material  and  the  results  of 
its  combination  were  very  imperfectly  known.  But  he  found  that  even  in 
our  present  A  I  iron  vessels,  built  according  to  Lloyd's  Regulations,  we  bad 
only  400  inches  of  material  at  the  deck  to  balance  690  inches  at  the  keel, 
and  that  if  suspended  on  rocks,  in  the  position  already  described,  the  ship 
would  inevitably  be  destroyed  with  a  less  weight  than  she  was  actually 
accustomed  to  carry.  In  this  paper  he  was  advocating  a  principle  calculated 
to  provide  against  such  a  contingency,  and  vessels  of  this  description  should 
be  constructed  with  equal  sections  at  the  deck  and  keel,  say  each  about  ^90 
square  inches.  She  would  then  be  equally  strong,  whether  suspended  on 
rocks  in  the  middle  or  at  each  end.  In  either  position  there  would  be  a 
surplus  strength  of  600  tons  to  spare  as  a  margin  against  every  contingency, 
or  by  whatever  forces  she  might  be  assailed. 

EUtherto  he  had  contended  for  equal  sections  at  the  top  and  bottom,  but 
cases  might  arise  where  stronger  bottoms  were  necessary,  as  in  screw  colliers, 
which  took  the  ground,  but  in  other  cases  the  nearer  the  deck  and  bottom 
approach  each  other  in  sectional  area  the  better.  It  might  be  said  that 
vessels  constructed  upon  this  principle  would  be  greatly  increased  in  original 
cost.  To  some  extent  no  doubt  that  was  true,  but  the  material  accumulated 
towards  the  middle  should  be  progressively  reduced  towards  the  stem  and 
stem.  Thick  plates  and  large  masses  of  iron  were  not  reqiured  at  the 
extremities,  if  uniformity  of  strength  were  to  be  attained.  It  was  an  utter 
waste  of  material  to  introduce  it  where  it  is  not  wanted,  and,  moreover, 
where  it  did  not  add  to  the  security  and  stability  of  the  ship.  In  fact,  he 
would  earnestly  urge  upon  the  attention  of  builders  that  more  care  should 
be  exercised  in  proportioning  different  parts  to  the  strain  they  have  to  bear. 
He  did  not  mean  that  the  frames  and  sheathing  plates  should  be  much 
reduced  in  size  or  thickness,  but  the  longitudinal  stringers  and  side  plates 
might  be  reduced  in  thickness  to  advantage. 

To  b4  continued. 


MEMORANDA  OF  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club,  24th  May,  I860.— The  Annual  General  Meet- 
ing  of  the  members  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  was  held  this  day  at 
the  Thatched  House  Tavern,  St.  James*  Street. 
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Present — George  Holland  Ackers,  Esq^  Commodore,  in  the  chair — Admi* 
ral  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  G.C.B.  ;  Sir  Wm.  Martins ;  D.  M'Lachliu,  Esq. ; 
pakenham  Mahon,  Esq. ;  Charles  Deane,  Esq. ;  Charles  Heniy  Smith,  Esq.; 
Jdlius  Thompson,  Esq. ;  H.  S.  Fearon,  Esq. ;  John  Lear,  Esq.  ;  George 
Fielder,  Esq. ;  H.  J.  Baxter,  Esq. ;  P.  Roberts,  Esq. ;  Captain  Henderson  ; 
Qzlej  English,  Esq. ;  Robert  Pocklington,  Esq.  ;  Fred.  Peel,  Esq. ;  Captain 
Hanaard ;  C.  G.  Dupree,  Esq.  M.P. ;  E.  J.  Smith,  Esq. ;  Thomas  Goodson, 
Esq. ;  T.  P.  Cooke,  Esq. ;  John  Doherty,  Esq. 

The  ordinary  business  of  the  club— election  of  members  to  senre  on  the 
committee,  and  auditors,  having^  been  gone  through,  the  Commodore  reported 
that  the  committee  had  elected  Capt.  Sir  Leopold  W.  M'Clintock  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  club,  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  of  his  gallant  and  success- 
Ibl  mission  in  search  of  the  remains  of  the  expedition  under  the  late  Sir  John 
Flranklin. 

The  Commodore  then  stated  that  he  was  happy  to  inform  the  members 
that  the  Club  Life  Boat  was  progressing  most  favourably.  The  boat  and 
transporting  carriage  were  ready,  and  he  was  assured  the  boat-house  would 
be  completed  about  the  middle  of  July. 

He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
£275,  and  expressing  the  best  thanks  of  the  committee  to  the  members  of 
the  club  for  their  munificent  donation,  and  accompanied  by  a  beautiful  pho« 
tograph  of  the  Institution  Life  Boat  proceeding  off  to  a  wreck,  which  the 
committee  presented  to  the  club  as  a  small  token  of  appreciation  of  the 
important  and  substantial  pecuniary  assistance  which  the  club  had  ren- 
dered. 


BBGATTAS  ASD  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

July  4  and  5— Bdfisst  Regatta 

5— Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Tacht  Club,  Second  Match. 

r-'Clyde  Model  Tacht  Club  Corinthian  Match. 

9— Irish  Model  Yacht  Club— Challenge  Cup. 
11— West  Quay,  Southampton  Regatta 

11  and  l2>-Royal  St.  George's  Yacht  aub  Regatta  at  Kingstown. 
18— Prince  ot  Wales  Yacht  aub,  with  WeDlDgton  Yacht  Club  Chal.  Cup. 
14— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  Club,  Second  Match. 
19  and  80— Royal  Cork  Yacht  dub  Regatta. 
21— Ranelagh  Yacht  Club,  Second  Match. 
25  and  26— Itfilibrd  Haren  Regatta. 
28— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club  Regatta  at  Dunoon. 
31— Royal  Yacht  Sciuadron  H.R.H.  Prince  Consort's  Cup. 
Aug.   2— Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  H.M.  Cup. 

2— Norfolk  and  Suffidk  Yacht  Club,  Third  Match. 

8— Royal  Southern  Yacht  Club  Regatta 

3— Roy  al  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

6  and  7— Hastings  Regatta. 

6, 7 ,  and  8— Royal  Ylotoria  Yacht  Gab  Regatta. 
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Aug.  9— LoQgh  Swillej  Begatta. 

11— Birkenhead  Model  Yacht  aah  CkMing  Mateh. 

18— Weymooth  BoyaL  Begatta. 

16  and  17— Kojal  Western  Yacht  Clab,  Plymouth. 

16  and  17— Talkin  Tarn  Amateur  Begatta. 

18— Clyde  Model  Yacht  Clnb  Challenge  Cop  at  Largs. 

23— Boyal  Welah  Regatta. 

24— Torbay  Begatta. 

31— Glasgow  Boyal  Begatta  beghis. 


TO  OUB  GOBBBRPONDENTS. 

[We  haTe  reoetyed  so  many  commonicatlons  recently,  containing  Qoerles  on 
yarions  subjects  connected  with  yachting,  and  as  our  postage  account  has  fai 
consequence  assumed  such  an  alarming  aspect,  that  in  ftitnre,  unless  in  special 
cases  of  emergency,  we  must  beg  our  correspondents  to  accept  answers  throng 
the  column  devoted  to  that  purpose  in  the  Magazine. — ^Bd.] 

Cakkao.— ••  Oithona"  from  "Ossian.— «  The  Virgin  of  the  WaTea."— "  Ms»» 
quita-^-^-CSpanish)  ''little  Mary."— *<Querlda."— (Spanish)  "^  Mj  Darhng." 

J,  SL,  Teignmouth.— If  the  xigging  has  much  tar  in  it,  use  common  Uadc 
yamish ;  i(  on  the  contrary,  it  is  dry,  uae  a  quart  of  Stockholm  tar,  mixed 
with  a  pint  of  tar  oil. 

M.  S.  T.,  Bothsay.— Long  Island  Sound  lies  between  Long  Island  and  the 
main  land  of  Connecticut ;  the  East  Biyer,  to  which  you  refer,  is  the  Western 
entrance  to  this  Sound,  from  New  York  Bay;  the  Hudson  Proper  is  locally 
known  as  the  North  Biyer.  This  may  probably  explain  the  error.  A  vessel 
called  the  *'  Dean  Bichmond,"  of  between  200  and  300  tons,  schooner  rigged  and 
drawing  9  feet  water,  haying  a  centre-board  lowering  15  feet»  was  reported  to 
haye  arriyed  at  Liyerpool  some  fbw  years  since,  from  Cleyeiand,  <m  Lake  Brie. 
We  shall  make  inquiries  for  you,  but  we  cannot  just  at  present  j^ye  you  moca 
information  than  suggesting  the  route  from  the  Hudaon  bj  tha  Bris  canal  to 
BufEUo ;  there  is  a  branch  to  Osw^yu  on  Ontario.  We  know  nothing  of  the 
capabilities  of  Saoket's  Harbour,  but  will  communicate  with  you  ttOfy  on  the 
subject.  Doubtless  you  could  get  a  ctaft  built  at  New  Yodc  suitable  for  your 
purpose. 

J.T.  T.— You  will  And  a  Pilch  Phie  ipar  fiv  too  heayy  fov  mofa  a  toonage 
as  your's  ;  get  a  Bed  Pine  atick  by  all  means. 

B.,  LiyerpooL->You  can  obtain  the  Marine  Glue  to  paying  deck  aems  at 
Johnson's  in  Church  Street. 

P.  T.  &— Quarter  inch  Unk  for  the  &U,  aai  tkree*dghtkioeh  to  flientnniog 
part,  ought  to  be  sufllcientiy  atrong  to  diain  jib-haltyaida  to  a  S5  temaer;  yon 
must  haye  iron  masthead  aad  sail  hloeki. 

N.»  Cork.— Wiiite  oakum  first,  and  then  htowB  oakum;  ooa  tiuuad  to  ef«iy 
inch  thickness  of  deck  plank  I  rosia  «nd  Unnad  oil  BKlted  ta  astlffaoBaistency 
for  the  paying. 

AU  eommumeaiions  to  be  addressed  to  (he  EdOor,  6,  New  C&urch  St,^  N-  FF. 

HUNT  It  Co.,  VtUOitm  e^  l««w  Chvtnit,  StrMS,  BdgWMM  BMri.  ^ 
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ROUGH  NOTES  ON  YACHTS.^ 


BY  AN   OLD   SALT. 

AlasI  my  dear  E^tor^  'V  Othello's  occupation's  gone  ;"  or,  less  elegantly 
speaking,  ^  I've  put  my  foot  in  it,"  as  follows  :— A  really  kind  yachting 
fiiend  of  mine  at  Cowes,  **  0  vara  avis  in  terris^^^  told  me  the  other 
day  that  as  regarded  my  Bough  Notes  on  Yachting,  they  were  held  by 
ihe  powers  that  be,  a  great  deal  too  Rough  :  that  so  long  as  I  confined 
my  crude  opinions  to  Yachts  and  Crews,  my  doing  so  was  very  much 
like  the  ''chip  in  the  porridge^  of  little  good  or  little  harm  ;  but  when 
I  thought  proper  to  dictate,  or  even  explain  in  any  way,  what  owners 
ought  to  do^  either  with  their  yachts  or  crews,  it  was  quite  another 
matter ;  I  was  trespassing  on  the  sanctuary,  without  a  licence,  in  a 
manner  by  &r  too  scdt,  and  that  if  I  did  not  (to  use  a  vulgarism)  shut 
up  ;  I  should  very  materially  quarrel  with  my  bread  and  butter  ;  for 
that  my  Saline  incognito  was  as  transparent  as  day,  and  that  like  the 
aspning  monkey  of  old,  the  higher  I  attempted  to  climb,  the  more  I 
diewed  my  taO,  and  gave  offence  by  my  tale  do  having  as  great  a 
greed  for  my  bread  and  butter  as  when  I  was  a  wee  laddie,  and 
having  no  wish  to  expose  in  any  uncalled  for  manner  that  '<  partioeps 
crimini^'  above  mentioned,  I  shall  no  longer  my  tale  unfold  of  yachts^ 
th«r  erews  or  usages. 

*  Continued  from  page  287. 
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By  the  way,  that  reminds  me  of  a  story  told  of  another  rough  ^  Old 
Salt"  of  former  days,  who,  when  I  was  a  Middy,  was  a  Post  Captain  in 
H*  M.  Service,  and  who,  on  reoeiring  his  commission  and  instmotions 
from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  which  terminated  hj 
their  expressing  themselves  to  be  "  Your  affectionate  friends,  The  Com- 
missioners;''  he  in  his  official  reply,  signed  himself,  '*  Tour  affectionate 
friend,  Phillimore.^ 

By  return  of  post  he  got  the  following  rap  over  the  knuckles — **  Sir, 
you  are  directed  to  no  longer  sign  yourself  'our  affectionate  Mend,'  altho* 
we  are,  your  affectionate  friends,  "  The  Commissioners.'*  To  which 
this  hardy  Tar  forthwith  rejoined: — ''  Gentlemen,  I  am  no  longer  your 
affectionate  friend,  Phillimore.^ 

It  is  also  said  that  this,  bravest  of  the  brave,  officer,  when  the  Admi- 
ralty issued  some  very  elaborate  orders  as  to  the  height,  length,  width, 
and  shape  generally  of  the  Cocked  Hats  to  be  then  worn,  frdly  complied 
with  the  letter  of  these  instructions  by  appearing  before  the  astounded 
First  Lord  in  a  regulation  White  one. 

But  the  next  question  is,  as  the  Old  Boatswain  siud  when  his  Com- 
mander told  him  that  if  he  did  not  leave  off  that  abominable  habit  of 
eternal  swearings  he  would  break  him  as  a  Warrant  Officer.  **  Lord 
Sir!  What  am  /to  do?"  What  he  did  do  was  this— -when  things  did 
not  go  on  up  aloft  forward  as  smartly  as  he  thought  they  ought  to  do^ 
he  would  hail  the  fore -top  with  the  voice  of  a  bull  with  a  sore  throaty 
and  with  his  clenched  £bst  extended  like  a  serving  mallet,  exclaim: 
"G— d  A— m — ^y;  you  knows  what  I  means,  you———" 

In  those  days  swearing  was  the  rule,  and  so  completely  had  it  become 
a  word  of  command,  that  Jack  would  have  felt  an  infinite  contempt 
for  any  officer  who  did  not  d        n  him  up  in  heaps. 

The  Courts  of  Law  however,  had  not  the  same  clinging  to,  or  liking 
for  this  habit,  except  as  refers  to  the  fact  that  on  each  occasion  whea 
a  witness  was  sworn  on  oath,  he  paid  one  shilling  sterling  to  tiie  Court 
for  doing  so  ;  and  that  reminds  me  of  a  story  told  of  an  old  blind  Ma- 
g^trate  of  a  midland  county,  who  had,  in  consequence  of  want  of  sights 
so  many  bad  shillings  given  him  when  swearing  witnesses  at  his  own 
Mansion,  that  he  at  last  tested  the  conscience  of  the  persons  he  examined 
in  the  following  manner  **  Tou  swear  you  speak  the  truth,  and 

nothing  but  the  truth  ;  so  help  you  God;  is  this  a  good  shilling  f  Kim 
the  book." 

This  was  not  exactly  what  I  meant  to  tell  however,  but  a  circum- 
stance occurring  in  a  Court  of  Law,  where  one  of  our  most  gallant 
Admirals  had  to  appear  as  a  witness,  and  in  the  coarse  of  his  examina- 
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tioD,  over  and  above  the  oath  taken  by  him  at  the  Court's  request,  he 
swore  nineteen  others  of  a  very  strange  and  fearsome  character,  and  on 
h\s  being  about  to  retire  from  the  witness-box,  the  clerk  of  the  Court 
begged  to  explain  to  the  gallant  witness  that  he  had  sworn  twenty  oaths 
iuriDg  his  cross  examination  inclusive  of  the  legal  one,  and  that  he  must 
be  good  enough  to  pay  20  shillings  sterling  to  the  Court  as  fines  for  the 
same.  The  gallant  Admiral  turned  towards  the  Judge  a  look  of  mingled 
disgust  and  remonstrance,  but  that  dignified  personage  siud  *'  Admiral, 
I  myself  heard  you  utter  these  oaths,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  you  must 
pay  the  fines,  as  prescribed  by  law." 

On  went  the  Admiral's  cocked  hat  with  a  thud,  down  went  his  right 
hand  into  the  depths  of  his  breeches  pocket,  and  out  it  issued  again, 
holding  up  and  casting  forth  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  a  Queen  Ann 
guinea  ;  accompanied  by  the  following  characteristic  expression  of  mind 

^  There  d n  you  all  round,  is  a  guinea  for  you,  and  I  want  no 

change." 

It  is  in  fact  a  very  incurable,  because  a  bad  habit,  and  I  even  knew  a 
i^i^man,  who  having  been  9,  fast  man  at  Oxford,  in  a  slow^  or  rather 
in  a  low  way,  had  contracted  this  habit ;  but  whom  in  his  graver  years 
beeame  a  Latter  Day  Saint :  and  in  speaking  of  sin,  and  its  inherent 
powers  over  frail  human  nature  even  from  its  first  origin,  gave  as  an 
example  in  pointy  the  distressing  fact  of  having  heard  his  own  litde 
boys,  in  the  course  of  their  play,  swear  greatly  ;  adding  with  a  naivete 
wonderful  to  meet  with,  "  who  the  devU  would  have  thought  of  that.'' 

However  I  must  leave  off  spinning  these  old  yams,  or  I  shall  get  out 
oC  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire,  but  being  in  desperate  circumstances,  I 
have  to  fall  back  on  desperate  resources,  and  as  I  dare  not  go  on  talking 
about  other  people.  111  take  a  little  go  out  of  myself,  and  tell  what  my 
own  experiences  were  of  Nautical  Life  some  fifty  years  ago,  and  as  some 
part  of  these  *  leaves  from  my  log'  have  seen  daylight  before,  if  any 
former  reader  meets  them  again,  he  has  my  full  permission  to  say 
**  Confound  that  old  fellow  with  his  twice  laid  yarns,  what  a  bore  he  is." 
Now  as  historical ybcfo  are  generally  admitted  to  be  tremendous ^c- 
tions^  I  shall  slightly  deviate  from  both  these  lines,  and  take  up  that 
pleasant  melo-dramatic  style,  where  truth,  hidden  like  the  beauteous  face 
of  woman  under  the  veil  of  modesty,  blushes  to  shew  itself  unadorned 
before  the  world.  As  far  as  refers  to  the  manners  and  habits  of  Naval 
Ldfe  then  and  now,  it  is  curious  to  read,  as  shewing  the  rapid  strides 
civilization  is  making  in  this  country,  not  only  afloat  but  on  shore,  where 
ladies  no  longer  swear  sweet  oaths,  or  dress  on  the  principle  of  inheriting 
that  boon  of  naked  innocence  forfeited  by  our  first  parents,  and  where 
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men  do  not  enter  drawing-rooma  soffidendy  drank  to  be  insiiffefmUj' 
offensiye  in  language  and  manners^  and  which  I  can  even  remembor 
rather  the  rule  than  the  exception,  and  that  in  perfectly  good  sodetj. 
The  only  fear  is  that  as  we  advance  in  the  scale  of  Science,  Literatore, 
Manners  and  Fashions,  we  may  perhaps  become  a  little  too  artifidaly 
and  lose  some  of  that  old  warm  hearted  courtesy ;  less  of  mode  than  of 
the  heart,  which  used  to  be  the  bright  characteristic  of  "  The  fine  Old 
English  Gentleman  ;"  whose  polish,  like  the  glitter  of  a  bayonet,  might 
lay  lum  open  to  the  attacks  of  a  foe,  but  which  did  so  much  honor  both 
to  himself  and  friends  eyen  with  all  its  formality  of  Grandisonian  s^le 
and  bearing* 

Fancy  now,  eh,  seeing  a  lot  of  old  aristocratic  men  going  to  dinner  in 
top  boots,  and  such  top  boots  too  as  would  throw  a  Melton  man  into  fits. 
Then  the  blue,  and  such  a  blue,  coat ;  with  buttons  so  bright,  and  ao 
big.  Then  canae  the  short  gaiters,  vulgarly  called  Tittibobs,  together 
with  the  neat  fitting  silk  stocking.  Then  the  knitted  and  close  fitting^ 
pantaloon  and  Hessian  boot,  that  most  elegant  dress  either  for  a  gende- 
man  or  leg  ;  and  then  the  Cossack  trowsers,  full  at  top  and  drawn  doae 
round  the  ankle  below,  being  an  exaggerated  original  of  the  o^oos 
Dutch  Peg-top  of  to-day. — Finis— and  here  goes  for  No.  1,  of  my  own 
particular  yam  about  Mr.  Memo. 
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Towards  the  termination  of  the  American  war,  I  was  tniital^pit^iifi 
of  the  maintop,  starboard  watch,  in  the  G—  fi:igate,  commanded  by 
Captain  D  ^  Talk  about  nervous  ladies  having  unconquerable  fears 
of  spiders,  timid  men  of  wasps,  or  horses  of  fire,  not  all  their  terror  com- 
bined, could  exceed  the  fearful  awe  with  which  I  looked  on  our  tall  and 
irascible  Commander.  However,  to  make  this  plainly  understood,  I 
must  go  back  to  the  period  of  my  first  going  to  sea  and  the  causes  of  it. 
The  first  and  primary  cause  was  undoubtedly  reading  Robinson  Crusoe^ 
giving  me  a  firm  conviction  that  I  should  be  cast  away  on  a  beautifbl 
island  full  of  grapes,  with  no  stomach  ache,  and  that  my  man  Friday 
would  inevitably  turn  out  to  be  a  woman. 

The  second  cause  was  my  being  sent  to  school,  to  an  old  scoundrel  of 
the  cruel  order,  called  G^-,  who  having  a  gold,  edias  lead-headed  caoe» 
used  to  nearly  crack  our  sculls  with  it,  saying,  with  the  grin  of  an  ogre, 
«  There  you  young  dog,  there's  Balm  of  Gilead  for  you.'*  My  father 
being  with  the  army  abroad,  gave  this  old  sinner  an  extra  power  of 
anointing  my  poor  cranium  with  impunity,  so  that  at  last  I  made  up 
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mj  mind  to  '^eat  aod  run"  as  we  say  at  sea.  I  did  do  so,  wandered  to 
LiOiidon  on  foot  (between  50  and  60  miles),  and  getting,  on  my  way, 
into  a  kennel  of  hounds,  was  rescued  by  the  huntsman  or  kennel-feeder, 
to  whom  I  told  my  tale^  and  shewed  my  marks  in  proof,  and  who  gaye  me 
half  his  bed,  and  three-pence  in  the  morning,  and  sent  me  on  rejoicing. 

li?hen  I  reached  London,  my  only  friend  there  was  Sir Wm.  K  ,  my 
godfather,  whom  I  feared  to  face,  as  I  thought  he  would  incontinently 
send  me  back  to  school  again ;  so  I,  somehow  or  the  other,  got  on  board 
a  Heme  Bay  hoy,  which  was  about  to  take  in  lime  at,  I  belieye  North<< 
fleet,  and  proceed  to  Heme  Bay,  where  her  owner  and  master,  one  and 
the  same  person,  liyed.  How  I  remember  that  voyage ;  how  happy  I 
was,  in  cold,  dirt  and  hunger,  on  board  that  old  hoy ;  how  my  poor 
little  heart  rejoiced  and  expanded  in  being  free. 

We  got  to  Heme  Bay  in  about  a  week,  and  a  day  or  two  afberwards 
the  old  master  came  in  from  the  public  house  with  a  newspaper  in  his 
hand,  over  which  he  and  his  '  missus'  pored  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
stealing  furtive  glances  at  poor  me  eyexy  now  and  then,  after  which, 
pen,  ink,  and  paper  being  procured,  the  old  man  sat  down  and  wrote  a 
letter,  which,  after  his  wife  had  approved  o(  he  went  out  and  posted. 
Now,  this  letter  was  an  answer  to  an  advertisement  in  the  paper  inquiring 
about  me^  and  offering  twenty  guineas  reward  to  any  one  who  would 
restore  me  to  my  godfather— -old  G——— having  written  to  him  in 
London  to  say  I  had  "  bolted.''  Two  or  three  days  afterwards,  Robert, 
Sir  Wm.  K  *s  factotum  came  down,  and  in  spite  of  all  my  prayers, 
screams,  kicks,  and  struggles,  tore  me  away  from  that  old  boy,  and  her 
master  and  nustiess. 

Having  cried  myself  into  a  fit  of  the  sulks,  I  sat  doggedly  silent  in 
the  post-chaise,  nurdng  myself  up  with  the  idea  that  Sir  William  would 
not  think  of  flogging  me,  but  only  send  me  back  to  school  again,  from 
whence  I  should  forthwith  run  away,  as,  my  father  being  abroad,  I  was 
sure  to  get  more  than  my  share  of  flogging  on  my  return  to  old  G--  's. 
In  due  time  we  reached  London,  and  my  godfather's  house,  where,  to 
my  inexpressible  terror,  I  found — ^my  father.  How  he  came  to  England, 
and  just  as  I  had  completed  my  escapade,  God  only  knows ;  if  I  ever 
heard  it,  I  wholly  forget  it,  but  there  he  was,  with  his  hard  grey  eye 
settled  on  me;  and  I  stood,  the  reverse  of  the  bird,  uncharmed,  but. 
fully  as  much  frightened  as  that  poor  flutterer  is  said  to  be.  Well,*- 
this  is  a  horrid  long  stupid  yam  ;  but  I  can't  well  make  it  shorter  :  my 
governor  said,  "  M  ■■  1,  speak  the  truth,  and  FU  not  punish  you." 
I  knew  his  word  to  be  as  good  as  gold,  so,  as  folks  say,  I  up,  and  told 
him  all,     the  all  bebg  how  old  G— -^^  had  horsed  and  flogged  me 
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because  I  would  not  peach  on  a  poor  little  devil  of  a  boy  (paientleea} 
who  had  spilt  some  ink  on  my  copy  book,  and  whom  he  used  to  ftrasfa, 
if  possible,  ten  times  worse  than  me,  becaose  he  was  mn  out  to  grass  by 
guardians  who  kept  him  at  school  the  whole  holidays,  and  did  not  seem 
to  caie  a  straw  whether  he  lived  or  died.  Poor  little  Dicky  Boot!  my 
obstinacy  in  your  behalf  on  that  occasion,  saved  you  many  a  cruel  lace- 
ration; and  perhaps  a  broken  heart. 

Well,  when  old  G had  thrashed  me  black,  blue,  green  and  yellow, 

every  blow  driving  ten  devils  in  for  one  devil  out,  he  made  me  stand  ia 
the  centre  of  the  school  in  the  position  of  a  soldier  at  "  attention"  ;  he 
then  made  the  usher  draw  a  chalk  line  round  my  feet^  out  of  whidi  I 
was  not  to  stir  on  any  account  during  the  ten  hours  schooling,  under 
penalty  of  having  a  ruler  or  Lexicon  thrown  at  my  head,  until  I  told 
who  spilt  the  ink.  Had  any  one  but  poor  little  Dicky  spilt  it,  I  think 
I  would  have  spUi  on  him  (as  we  used  to  call  telling  tales),  but  poor 
tittle  Dicky,  who  used  to  sleep  with  me,  and  cry  himself  to  sleep  in  my 
arms,  and  tell  me  how  his  mother  left  him  to  go  to  Heaven,  because 
God  had  called  her  there,  and  how  he  wanted  to  go  there  to  her,  but 
he  had  to  die  first  before  he  could  go— I  rather  do  flatter  myself  old 
G  might  have  made  me  stand  three  months  in  chalk,  instead  of 

three  days,  before  I  would  have  told  on  him.  However,  at  fhe  end  of 
three  days,  he  called  me  to  him,  seized  me  as  usual  by  the  hair,  jammed 
my  head  between  his  knees,  and  caned  away  as  usual  at  my  poor  babb^ 
until  all  the  devils  he  had  beaten  into  me  rose  up  in  fierce  rebeUion 
against  him.  With  one  violent  struggle,  I  twisted  my  head  half  round, 
seized  him  with  my  teeth  on  the  inner  part  of  his  thigh,  and  bit,  and 
held  on  to  my  bite,  with  the  tenacity  of  a  bull-dog,  till  I  was  choked  off 
by  the  aid  of  the  usher.  The  man  servant  was  then  sent  for,  a  hand* 
kerchief  tied  over  my  mouth  to  keep  me  from  biting  him,  I  was  thea 
horsed  on  to  his  back,  he  holding  by  my  wrists  drawn  over  his  shoulders; 
my  corduroys  were  let  down,  and  the  flogging  I  got  was,  as  brother 
Jonathan  would  say,  "  a  caution  to  snakes.''  That  very  nighty  the 
united  dirty  sheets  of  ten  dirty  beds  were  knotted  together,  and  I,  with 
little  Dicky  Boot's  tears  hot  upon  my  cheeks,  was  lowered  in  safety  to 
the  ground. 

The  reader  knows  the  rest,  and  I  stand  before  my  stem  looking 
paternity.  I  told  him  all,  and  a  most  sickening  silence  of  a  minute 
followed.  He  then  said  (as  if  he  had  some  poor  fellow  about  to  be 
lashed  to  the  halberts  I)  «  Strip  sir!''  I  cried  out,  *'  Oh  father,  you  said 
you  wouldn't.'^  He  raised  bis  hand,  as  it  were  imploringly,  and  said 
gently,  «  M--— 1,  rely  on  my  word  j  take  ofi^  your  clothes.*'    I  did  90^ 
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and  I  belieTe  I  made,  from  the  effect  of  G^— -8  honing  and  flogging, 
a  fair  representation  of  a  flayed  Zebra,  whose  stripes  retained  their  co- 
lour below  the  skin.  My  father  became  very  pale,  he  drew  his  breath 
bardi  bat  said  not  a  word.  My  godfather  exclaimed  <*  Good  heavens  I 
what  barbarity,"  and  turning  to  my  father,  seeemed  to  become  speech- 
leas  at  the  painful  expression  of  his  face.  My  father  drew  a  long  hard 
sigli,  went  to  the  bell,  rang  it,  ordered  Robert  to  get  a  post-chaise  and 
fbiir,  ordered  me  to  put  on  my  clothes  and  left  the  room.  In  ten 
minutes  he  returned  with  one  of  those  old-fashioned  hunting  whips, 
harder  to  be  felt  than  described<^-went  to  his  bed-room  and  put  up 
some  necessaries  in  his  valise,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  we  were 
on  oar  way  to  B  n.      It  was  late  when  we  got  there.     We  went 

to  an  inn  ;  a  gentleman,  who  I  think  was  a  surgeon,  came  in  and  saw 
me  undressed,  and  then  retired.  I  was  put  to  bed,  by  my  ^ther^a 
orders,  in  his  room,  and  slept  a  frightful  dreamy  night  through,  some- 
how. At  nine  we  breakfiuted.  He  asked  me  when  school  began  ;  I 
told  him  ten  o'clock  was  the  hour  when  we  had  to  go  up  to  Mr. 
Q  to  say  our  examinations.     Shortly  after  ten  the  post-chaise 

and  four  were  at  the  door,  he,  and  I,  and  whip,  got  into  it.  We  droye 
up  to  the  school  (not  house)  door.  It  stood  on  the  lefl  hand  of  the 
bouse,  with  the  play  gpround  behind  it,  to  which  you  entered  by  another 
door  at  the  back  of  the  far  schooL  As  it  stopped,  my  father  jumped 
out,  took  me  by  the  hand,  took  the  key  out  of  the  school-room  door, 
opened  it,  pushed  me  in  before  him,  shut  the  door  and  locked  it,  and 
then  led  me  up  to  the  school-room  to  where  old  G-^—  was  seated  in 
bia  tyrannical  glory  and  power. 

The  arrival  of  the  chaise,  the  opening  and  shutting  the  door,  and  the 
adrance  to  the  centre  of  the  school,  key  in  hand,  did  not  take  more  than 
a  minute,  I  really  believe.     When  brought  directly  facing  old  G— — — , 

my  father  said  to  him,  "  Is  your  name  G ?"    He  turned  a  dirty 

yellow,  and  said,  in  a  terrified  kind  of  way,  '*  It  is,  Sir.''  This  was  the 
first  time  my  father  and  he  had  personally  met.  My  father  then  said 
to  me,  **  M  1,  take  off  your  clothes — all  of  them."      During  this 

(^oration  a  dead  silence  reigned  throughout  the  school.  Old  G 
sat  with  his  eyes  staring  at  me  as  I  threw  off  jacket,  trowsers,  shirt, 
drawers,  shoes  and  stockings,  paralysed  by  fear  to  silence.  When  I 
became  naked,  my  father  went  up  to  him— took  him  by  the  collar^— 
jeiked  him  off  his  throne-— dragged  him  in  front  of  me,  and  said,  as 
weQ  as  passion  would  enable  him,  ^  Did  you  beat  this  boy>  a  fortnight 

rince,  till  he  is  now  black  and  blue  ?*'    What  old  G replied,  I  don't 

remember^  but  the  answer  to  it  was  the  most  fearful  horsewhippbg 
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man  ever  yet  got,  I  verily  belieye.  At  last  my  daddy  left  off  from  sheer 
ezhaastion,  old  G  down  on  his  knees  begging  his  pardon,  aa 

many  a  poor  boy  had  done  to  him,  without  either  fault  or  reason.  He 
then  ordered  me  to  dress  ;  I  did  so.  He  then  said  ^  Show  me  Didcy 
Boot"  I  called  Dicky,  who  came  up  to  us  more  dead  than  alive,  when 
my  father  took  him  by  the  hand,  led  him  to  the  crouching  old  ^ant  of 
a  master,  and  said—*'  I  hear  that  this  poor  boy  has  been  equally  ill- 
treated  with  my  own ;  now,  attend  well  to  what  I  am  about  to  say  :  on 
my  honour,  if  you  again  abuse  your  authority  over  him,  I  will  flog  you 
as  long  as  I  can  stand  over  you!**  He  then  stooped  down,  kissed  poor 
little  Dicky,  took  me  by  the  hand,  called  the  terrified  usher  to  unlock 
the  door,  and  led  me  down  the  school.  Who  started  the  motion,  who 
dared  raise  the  first  small  acclaim,  is  what  nobody  ever  wUl  know;  but 
three  cheers,  loud,  long,  and  hearty,  greeted  our  retiring  steps,  and  no 
prosecution  ever  ensued  I 
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The  annual  regatta  at  Kingstown  under  the  auspices  and  management 
of  the  Royal  St.  George*s  Yacht  Club  oommenced  on  Wednesday,  the 
11th  July,  and  upon  no  previous  occasion  has  there  erer  been  held  a 
more  successful  meeting  at  that  favourite  yachting  station  ;  the  number 
of  yachts  which  attended  precludes  the  possibility  of  our  giving  their 
names  in  detail,  as  they  amounted  to  over  one  hundred  vessels,  varying 
in  tonnage  from  the  stately  Cecile  and  the  powerful  Beatrice— the 
former  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Drogheda,  the  latter  to  J.  £•  W. 
Rolls,  Esq.— down  to  the  beautiful  little  Banshee,  a  sweet  model  cutter 
of  8  tons  belonging  to  Capt.  Fawoett,  and  hailing  from  the  Menai 
Struts.  The  names  of  the  clippers  who  attended  will  be  found  in  the 
detail  of  the  performances  oi  yachts.  We  never  remember  observing 
more  excitement  than  existed  for  days  immediately  precedix^  the  re- 
gatta, owing  to  the  number  of  crack  vessels  entered  for  the  various  priaea; 
and  a  rare  treat  was  anticipated  by  the  lovers  of  yachting,  which  waa 
(iilly  realised,  Ihe  Aura,  from  her  performance  of  the  previoaa  year» 
held  the  envied  post  of  champion  of  the  station,  in  which  arduous  peat*- 
tion  she  was  stoutly  opposed  by  the  Secret,  Surprise^  and  Bijou— a 
formidable  little  fleet  to  face.  The  Surge  came  down  to  uphold  ilie 
honour  of  bonnie  Scotland,  the  Audax  from  the  Thames^  the  WiiUfiro 
from  the  Waters  of  the  Solent^  and  the  Sybil  came  as  Champion  of  the 
old  Royal  Corks;  the  Vigilant  well  backed  up  the  mmson  burgee^  audi 
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the  Cbance  lehooner  looked  a  dang^erous  two-sticker  to  make  too  free 
with  :  speoulation  was  at  fault;  it  would  t&ke  a  nautical  Solomon  of 
several  geoerationa  of  wisdom  to  even  hint  at  the  winner :  there  were 
Tesaela  entered  fit  for  every  weather,  and  handled  by  men  whose  names 
have  become  household  words  amongst  yachtsmen.  Walker,  who 
took  the  Mosquito  to  many  a  triumph,  was  at  the  tiller  of  the  Snrge^ 
and  vastly  improved  she  was  under  his  able  management.  Rayner  was 
in  the  Audax,  which,  if  a  selection  could  be  made  from  appearance,  was 
the  favourite  vessel  at  any  odds;  she  was  the  cynosure  of  all  eyes, 
and  appeared  to  put  the  cognoscenti  on  wheels,  as  they  kept  continually 
rowing  round  and  admiring  her.  Herbert  was  in  the  Aura,  which  he 
had  so  well  carried  to  her  maiden  victories.  Wm.  Penny,  or,  as  he  is 
called,*  Jack  Nichols's  other  half,  was  in  the  Wildfire;  and  the  best 
gentleman  yachtsman  and  helmsman  of  the  day,  Capt.  Henry  O'firyan, 
was  in  the  Sybil.  Taking  the  average  of  vessels  and  commanders-— 
and  the  other  vessels  had  first-rate  men,  too— a  tidier  lot  of  canvas  backs, 
or  men  versed  in  the  cunning  ways  of  the  ocean,  has  seldom  before  been 
seen  pitted  against  each  other. 

For  the  first  prize  on  Wednesday,  a  Purse  of  £100,  presented  by  the 
Royal  St  George's  Club,  open  to  all  yachts  of  30  tons  and  upwards; 
a  time  race,  according  to  the  scale  of  the  club;  the  Long  Course  in 
Dublin  Bay;  twice  round  and  a  distance,  inclusive  of  the  beating  to 
windward  of  58  nautical  miles:  the  foUowilig  vessels  came  to  the  starting 
buoys:— 

Numbered ai  in  Hunt's  Yacht  Littfor  I860. 


Vow 


I 


907 

-  847 

ISS 

1078 

53 

520 

983 

83] 

54 

903 


MamMofYaditg. 


Surge 

Sibyl  

Chance  , 

Wildfire 

Audax 

LaTraviata 

Vigilant 

Secret 

Aura  

Storm , 


Bis. 

Tons. 

cutter 

52 

cutter 

39 

schooner 

76 

schooner 

59 

cutter 

59 

schooner 

85 

cutter 

38 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

43 

cutter 

36 

Ownen. 


C.  T.  Couper,  jon^  Bsq. 
Sir  J.  Arnott,  M  P. 

D.  Richardson,  Esq. 

J.  Turner  Turner,  Ksq. 
J.  H.  Johnston,  Esq, 
W.  D.  Seymour,  Esq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh«  Esq. 
W.  H.  M.  £1IU,  Esq. 
J.  Graham,  Esq. 


As  this  splendid  entry  of  vessels  lay  straining  at  their  springs  ready 
for  the  signal  gun,  a  more  magnificent  sight  cannot  be  imagined.  The 
clob-houses  and  the  piers  were  crowded  with  eagar  and  delighted  spec- 
tators; the  yachts  and  vessels  in  harbour  were  freighted  with  excited 
gaaers,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  starting  buoys,  whilst  numerous 
gigs  hovered  around,  in  one  of  which  we  recognised  Wanhill  of  Poole, 
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anzioaBly  walching  the  moTementa  of  the  children  of  his  hnia.      Jit 
firat  the  wind  was  at  north-west^  light,  and  balloon  canvas  of  faboloos 
dimensicxks  was  prepared;  but  just  previous  to  the  preparatory  gun  it 
hauled  round  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  balloon-jibs  ^r^re 
shifted  with  great  rapidity  for  working  head  canvas.     At  lib.    lOm. 
the  starting-gun  fired;  up  went  the  head  sails  like  lightning,  and    tlie 
roars  and  cheers  of  the  excited  thousands,  as  the  beautiful  fleet  swept  out 
of  the  harbour,  was  something  like  what  brother  Jonathan  calls  **  wskin^ 
(makes.*'      The   Surge  and  Sibyl  showed  first  to  the   front,  closely 
followed  by  the  Audaz,  with  the  Secret  fourth,  Aura  fifth;  Wildfire^ 
Storm,  Traviata,  Vigilant,  and  Chance  in  the  order  of  their  nasies. 
Going  for  the  first  flag-boat   the  Sibyl  winded  the  Audaz  for  inside 
berth,  but  immediately   after  rounding   the  Audax  ran  through  the 
Sibyl's  lee.     It  was  a  dead  turn  to  windward  to  the  second  flag-boat 
off  the  Muglin  Rocks,  and  the  Aura,  Audax,  Surge,  and  Sibyl  tacked 
to  starboard  into  Scotchman's  Bay.     The  Wildfire  came  out  oa  the 
starboard  tack,  holding  a  splendid  wind,  crossed  the  wake  of  the  Aum 
and  Surge,  and  put  both  Sibyl  and  Audax  about  just  as  they  were  settling 
to  their  work,  and  thereby  the  Aura  and  Surge  got  a  lift' at  the  start. 
When  the  Sibyl  and  Audax  had  cleared  their  wind,  they  again  taoked 
to  starboard  into  Scotchman's  Bay,  in  order  to  weather  out  the  MugMis 
flag.     The  Wildfire  tacked  immediately  on  the  weather  of  Audax,  and 
covered  her;  the  Aura,  Surge^  Secret,   Storm,  Chance    and   Traviata 
worked  in-shore  well.     The  Audax  drew  out  from  between  Wildfire  and 
Sibyl,  and  the  Aura  weathered  the  whole  fleet,  and  took  the  second 
flag-boat  in  beautiful  style,  with  the  Surge  and  Secret  la  her  wake,  the 
^udax  and  Wildfire  together,  and  the  Storm,  Vigilant,  and  Sibyl  in 
order,  the  other  vessels  astern.     Going  out  to  the  Kish  Light  the  vessels 
had  to  narrow  the  wind  to  a  bowline  to  avoid  being  driven  to  leeward 
of  the  Light-ship  by  the  strong  tide;  as  they  neared  the  slup,  tfae 
Audax,  shaking  herself  loose,  went  up  to  and  passed  Secreti  taking  third 
place,  and  raced  beam  and  beam  with  the  Surge  for  the  Light-ship^ 
which  was  rounded  the  first  time  in  the  following  order  and  times^: — 


h.  m.  8. 

Aura  1  87  12 

Surge 1  89  15 

Audax 1  89  22 


h.  m.  B. 

Vigilant 1  40  84 

Wildfire 1  41  55 

Secret i  44    5 


h.  ni.  s« 

Sibyl   1  44  20 

Chance   1  45    5 


In  came  the  working  head  sails,  and  balloon  jibs  sent  them  down 
wind  at  a  rattling  speed;  the  breese  freshened  up  a  little  at  this  poin^ 
and  the  Audax  raced  past  the  Surge  into  second  places  overhauling  die 
Aura  hand  over  hand;  the  Wildfire  ranged  abeam  with  and  passed  the 
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Secret;  at  this  point  the  Aura  still  led  with  the  Audax  pressing  her 

bard,  and  the  Surge,  Wildfire,  and  Sibyl  making  the  running  astern; 

t!he  Aura  took  the  Bailey  flag-boat  with  the  Audax  almost  on  her 

^uarteri  the  Wildfire  passed  the  Surge  and  raced  up  to  windward  of 

mnd  abeam  of  the  Audaz^  where  she  hung  with  a  tenacity  that  showed 

•lie  meant  mischief;  the  Aura  still  held  her  own;  and  as  thej  neared 

the  Poolbeg  flag-boat  it  was  shift  balloon  jibs  for  the  turn  to  windward. 

Xfae  Wildfire  got  away  firom  Audax  and  went  into  second  place  in  saucy^ 

style,  looking  well  to  collar  the  Aura.      The  Poolbeg  boat  was  rounded 

in  the  following  order:— -Aura  leading,  Wildfire  and  Audax  close  astern 

of  her,  Surgie^  Secret  and  Sibyl  went  up;  on  the  turn  to  windward  up 

to  the  harbour  flag-boat  the  breeze  fell  light,  but  the  Suige  taking  a 

fortunate  slant  passed  the  Wildfire  and  Audax  and  took  second  place, 

and  the  boat  was  rounded  thus: — Aura,  Surge,  Wildfire,  and  Audax; 

then  the  Chance  catching  a  rattling  puff  came  along  a  regular  cracker, 

aod  went  into  fifth  place,  with  the   Secret  and  Sibyl  close  to  her,  the 

other  Tessels  astern.     After  rounding  this  boat  it  fell  nearly  calm,  and 

the  Chance,,  with  the  remainder  of  her  way  on,  ran  bows  in  into  the 

Audax's  stem;  very  fortunately  good  canvas  and  stout  rope  stood,  and 

her  way  was  stopped  by  her  jib-boom  being  brought  up  by  the  mainsail 

of  the  Audax,  who  es^ped  very   luckily  without  a  rope  yam  being 

injured.     In  the  mean  time   the  Aura  took  a  nice  breeze  ahead  and 

went  away  with  a  tremendous  lead.     The  stemmost  next  got  a  light 

breeze,  the   Surge  in  second  place, ^  the  Chance  and  Audax  together, 

then  the  Sibyl,  Vigilant,  and  Secret^  the  other  vessels  astern.'    Quite 

aaddeiily  the  wind  flew  up  to  north-west,  and  the  Storm  came  along  at 

a  splitting  pace,  running  up  to  the  leading  vessels^  and  they  all  rounded 

the  Mugh'n  flag-boat  for  ^the  last  time  together;  it  then  fell  calm  for 

■ome  time,  the  Aura  with  a  very  long  lead. 

A  light  air  springing  up  from  S.E.,  the  fleet  began  to  move  again, 
and  the  Sibyl  to  give  indications  of  mischief  by  running  out  past  the 
Storm,  Vigilant,  Wildfire,  Audax,  and  Secret,  and  challenging  the 
Surge  for  second  place  round  the  ship.  The  light-ship  was  rounded  the 
last  time  in  the  following  order: — Aura  some  distance  ahead;  Surge, 
Sibyl,  Secret,  Audax,  Vigilant,  Wildfire,  Chance,  and  Storm.  Running 
down  off  the  wind  the  vessels  closed  up  to  the  Aura  very  fast,  and  as 
they  neared  the  Bailey  flag-boat  the  Sybil  challenged  the  Surge  and 
ran  past  her,  went  cleverly  up  to  the  Aura,  and  challenged  boldly  to 
win.  llie  Aura  jibed  her  boom  over,  to  save  herself  if  possible,  but 
the  Sibyl  would  have  her  water  clear,  collared  the  Aura  at  this  flag, 
boat,  passed  her,  and  went  gallantly  to  the  front  of  the  fleet,  declaring 
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anmistakably  to  wio.     From  this  point  the  Sibyl  held  her  lead  steadily, 
and  Poolbeg  flag-boat  was  rounded  the  last  time  with  the  Sibjl  leading, 
then  the  Aura,  Surge,  Secret,  Audax,  Chance,  Vigilant,  and  Wildfire, 
the  other  vessels  astern.      Balloon  jibs  were  shiflted  for  working  ones^ 
and  the  last  struggle  for  what  is  generally  considered  the  championship 
of  the  Irish  Channel  commenced;  hard  at  it  they  all  went,  every  sheet 
and  tack  watched  and  tended  with  jealous  nicety,  but  the  Sibyl  had  them 
in  the  toils,  she  went  to  windward  in  splendid  style,  and  certainly  she 
had  her  work  cut  out  for  her,  for  the  Aura,  Surge,  and  Audax  were 
going  beautifully,  and  the  Secret  ranging  up  began  to  look  uncommonly 
dangerous ;  still  on  went  the  Sibyl,  eating  them  out  of  the  wind;  as  they 
neared  the  harbour  the  Aura  tacked  to  leave  the  harbour  flag-boat  on 
her  starboard  hand,  which  she  need  not  have  done  by  the  rules  of  the 
course,  but  the  Sibyl,  Surge,  Secret,  Aura,  and  Audax  stood  steadily  on, 
the  Sibyl  still  increasing  her  lead;  entering  the  harbour  it  fell  flat  calm, 
and  certainly  never  was  half  an  hour  of  time  watched  with  [such  intense 
anxiety  as  that  which  elapsed  until  the  gallant  helmsman  of  the  Sibyl 
managed  to  screw  her  round  the  flag-ship,  which  he  did  amidst  enthu- 
siastic cheering,  and  the  vessels  were  timed  thus: — 


h.  m.  s. 

Sibyl 7  48    0 

Surge  7  48  31 


Secret 
Aura 


•••••• •■•••• 


h.  m 
7  53 
7  54 


.  8.  I 

I  29  I 


Vigilant 


1l  m.  9m 
.  8  19  29 


Audax  becalmed  outside  and  was  towed  in.  The  remaining  vessels 
becalmed  in  the  bay  until  a  late  hour. 

The  race  for  the  prize  of  £30,  for  yachts  under  30  tons  was  contested 
between  the  Vivid  and  Banba.     The  following  were  the  entries  :— 

Numbered  om  in  HunVe  Yacht  List /or  I860. 


No. 


910 

1027 

70 

329 


Names  of  Yachts 

Surprise 

Vivid  

Banba 

Flirt 


RlK 

Tons 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

20 
25 
24 
20 

Owners 


R.  Johnston,  Esq. 
Swettenham  and  Hone,  Esqra. 
W.  J.  Doberty,  Esq. 
Capt.  H.  H.  O'Erjan 


The  Surprise  did  not  start,  and  the  Flirt  was  not  ready  in  time  to  leave 
Cork.  After  a  well-sailed  match,  during  a  part  of  which  the  Banba 
had  the  misfortune  to  get  becalmed,  the  Vivid  arrived  at  the  flag-ship 
at  8h.  18  m.  48s.,  and  was  declared  the  winner.  The  committee^  ia 
their  desire  to  promote  yachting  sport,  waived  the  rule  in  this  case  of 
three  yachts  to  start  or  no  race,  and  allowed  the  two  to  go  for  the 
sovereigns* 
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The  third  match  was  for  a  Purse  of  £20^  for  yachts  of  15  tons  and 
under,  for  which  the  following  was  the  entry  :— 

Numbered  ae  in  Htmte  Taehi  Ltetfor  1860. 


HlK 


81 
294 

569 

1025 

236 

458 


Karnes  of  TMhtfl 


By<m  ..., 
Fairy  ... 
Ban^iee 


Magnet 
Virago 
Dove  .. 
Ida 


Hlg 

Tons 

cntter 

18 

cutter 

12 

catter 

8 

cntter 

18 

Bleep 

11 

cntter 

12 

cntter 

9 

Owners 


R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
G.  Howe,  Esq. 
Capt.  R.  Eawcett 
B.  J.  Bolton,  Esq. 
Capt  J.  J.  Byrne 
T.D.Eeogh»E«q. 
James  A.  Lisle,  Eaq. 


This  heantifnl  little  fleet  of  Mnsqnito  clippers  excited  great  interest 
in  their  race.  Eangstown  harbour  small  yachts  have  immensely  im- 
prored  in  class,  principally  owing  to  the  existence  and  operations  of  the 
Irish  Model  Tacht  Club,  whose  energetic  and  persevering  hon.  secretary, 
James  A.  Lyle,  Esq.,  deserves  immense  credit  for  bringing  it  into  its 
present  prosperous  condition.  The  owner  of  the  Magnet  showed  the 
pluck  and  determination  of  a  yachtsman  in  starting  his  vessel,  as  he  had 
on  the  previous  day  carried  away  hb  mast  in  a  race  of  the  model  yachts, 
and  had  borely  time  to  get  a  new  one  in*  The  Bijou  carried  off  the 
prize  after  a  good  race. 

The  prize  of  £25  for  four-oared  gigs,  presented  by  the  Dublin  and 
'Wicklow  Railway  Company,  was  won  by  the  Gleam,  D.  U.  H.  C, 
beating  the  Lightning,  J.  H.  Keogh,  Esq.  The  pair-oared  match  was 
won  by  the  Foam,  D.  U.  R.  C.  beating  the  Peri,  Mr.  G.  Harris.  The 
prizes  for  yachts'  gigs,  were  won  by  the  Cecile,  Marquis  of  Drogheda; 
Jmogene,  J.  MuJholland,  Esq.;  Urania,  W.  Wise,  Esq.  ;  and  Peri,  J. 
Cannon,  Esq. 

On  Thursday  there  was  a  splendid  programme  of  sport,  but  a  dense 
fog  set  in  from  an  early  hour,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  start  the 
yachts.  However,  a  little  after  twelve,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  S.S.E., 
It  cleared  a  little,  and  nine  vessels  started  for  the  piece  of  plate  pre* 
sented  by  the  Royal  Irish  Tacht  Club,  value  £70.  As  &r  as  could  be 
distinguished  through  the  fog,  the  Surge  and  Audax  led  out,  closely 
followed  by  the  Storm,  Aura,  Secret,  Vivid,  Vigilant,  Aileen,  and  Sibyl. 
Scarcely  an  hour  had  elapsed  when  the  Sibyl  returned  to  the  harbour, 
followed  at  intervals  by  the  Audax,  Secret,  Storm  and  others.  Messrs. 
Swettenham  and  Hone,  of  the  Vivid  remained  out,  and  coming  in  at 
8h.  7m.  claimed  the  prize  as  having  gone  the  course  according  to  the 
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chart,  and  rounded  the  flag-boats  as  long  as  they 

positions.     The  committee  dedded  that  the  race  diould  be  ron  on  iha 

following  day. 

Friday  opened  with  a  rattling  breece^  just  the  day  for.  testing  both 
yessels  and  crews.  The  wind  was  at  S.S.E  in  the  early  part  of  the' 
morning,  bat  as  noon  approached  it  hauled  up  South,  and  blew  a  fraah 
gale  with  a  tumbling  sea  up  the  bay.  At  lib.  42m.  a  spendid  start 
took  place,  the  following  ireesels  going  for  the  piece  of  plate^  yalue  X70, 
presented  by  the  Royal  Irish  Tacht  Club:— 

Numbered  as  in  EunJts  Yacht  Liafar  1860. 


Mo. 

907 

53 

988 

631 

54 

903 

847 

64 


Kftmes  of  TachU 


Surge...., 
Audaz.. , 
Vigilant. 
Secret.... 
Aura  .... 
Storm..., 
Sibyl.... 
Aileen.... 


Biff 

Tons 

eutter 

52 

cutter 

69 

cutter 

38 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

43 

cutter 

36 

cutter 

39 

cutter 

39 

Owaen 


C.  T.  Couper.Bsq. 
J.  H.  Johniton,  Eaq, 
J.  a  Atkins,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Eeogh,  Efq. 
W.  H.  M.  Slli^  Bsg. 
J.  Graham,  kaq. 
Sir  J.  Amott 
J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 


Aura,  Sibyl,  and  Surge,  went  to  the  front,  with  the  Audax,  Secret, 
and  Vigilant  well  up.     The  Aura  carried  her  whole  mainsail  and  jib- 
headed  topsail,  the  rest  all  plain  lower  canvas  and  housed  topmasts  :  the 
same  course  as  on  the  previous  day,  twice  round.     On  the  turn  down 
to  windward  the  Aura  went  to  the  front  very  fast ;  running  out  to  the 
Kish  light-ship  the  Audax  took  second  place,  and  as  far  as  we  could 
make  out  in  the  mist  the  Sybil  third  ;  Surge,  Secret,  Vigilant,  and 
Storm  well  up  ;  running  from  the  Kish  down  to  the  Buley  flag-lk>at 
the  Aura  went  along  at  a  tremendous  pace^  but  the  Audax  went  at  her 
with  grand  speed,  and  there  was  a  splendid  race  down  wind  between 
them,  the  Surge,  Sibyl  and  Secret  well  up.    It  now  came  on  very  thick, 
and  we  could  just  distinguish  them  over  against  the  Howth  land,  going 
along  at  great  speed.     As  they  hauled  round  the  Poolbeg  flag-boat,  the 
Aura,  Audax  and  Surge  came  turning  up  to  windward  very  &6t;  Aura 
and  Audax  setting  jib-headed  topsails  ;   Surge  and  Sibyl  with  topmasts 
housed.     A  beautiful  piece  of  manoeuvring  took  place  off  the  harbour's 
mouth  for  the  weather-gage  of  the  flag-boat*-  Surge  tacked  to  weather 
the  boat,  and  the  Audax  tacked  immediately  on  the  Surge's  weather  to 
cover  her,  but  the  wary  Walker  was  not  to  be  caught :  he  immediately 
righted  his  helm,  made  a  short  half  tack,  jammed  the  helm  hard  aport, 
and  crossed  out  by  the  stern  of  the  Audax,  getting  clear  of  his  dangerous 
rival,  and  tacked  immediately  on  his  weather.     The  Audax  next  got 
the  Aura  under  her  lee  on  the  port  tack,  and  they  both  stood  close  in  to 
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the  East  Pier  ;  when  they  tacked  to  port  the  Aura  neaily  corered  the 
i^udax,  but  Rayner  keeping  a  rattling  full,  slipped  from  under  her  lee  ; 
both  again  tacked  to  starboard  and  stood  in  for  the  East  Pier,  the  Audax 
tlireatening  Aura,  When  they  tacked  to  port  the  Aura  covered  Audax 
flkgain  and  went  ahead  of  her  to  windward  ;  meanwhile  the  Surge  and 
Sibyl  were  watching  them  Hke  hawks.  All  then  made  a  stretch  into 
Sootchman's,  and  weathering  out  the  Muglin  flag-boat,  went  away  aft 
ti«mendou8  speed  for  the  Kish  light-ship  for  the  last  time.  At  the  Kisb 
tiM  Aura  came  to  grief.  The  fight  now  lay  between  the  Audax  bsA 
Surge,  and  a  magnificent  match  was  terminated  at  the  flag- ship  in  the 
ibUowing  order  and  times  :— 


hf     UL    B. 

Audax 4    8  34 

Surge.. 4  10  44 


h.  m.  8. 

Aura .M...^.  4  17  19 

BibjU 4  8d  44 


li.  m.  a. 
Secret.. 4  36  30 


Surge  was  declared  ihe  winner  by  10  seconds.  A  splendid  finbh 
affcer  a  terrific  day. 

For  the  second  prize  of  £60,  given  for  schooners,  a  handicap  race,  die 
following  fine  entry  took  place  :<^ 

Numbered  as  in  HuuTe  Yacht  Liit/ar  1860. 


Vo. 


136 


1078 
24 
436 
520 
460 
530 


NaniM  of  Tftoh^ 


Chance. 

Wildflower... 

Wildfire. 

Amy 

Hexx>ine 

La  Trayiata. 
Imogine 

iiCOXIOinL..... 

973lYestal 

1243lZouaTe^ 


Big.  TODBk 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


76 
48 
59 
72 
80 
85 
70 

116 
74 

105 


D.  Richardson,  Esq. 

&  Little,  Esq. 

J.  Turner-Turner,  Esq. 

J.  Barrett,  Esq. 

B.  Batt,  Esq. 

W.  D.  Seymour,  Esq. 

J.  Mnlholland,  Esq. 

G.  P.  Haughton,  Esq. 

Vice^Commodore  Henry 

R.  Arabia,  Esq. 


WiJdfiower  did  not  start*  and  the  Vestal  was  not  aUe  to  get  fbund  in 
'time.  It  was  one  of  the  finest  sights  ever  witnessed  in  Kingstown 
harbour,  the  stasrt  of  this  magnificent  fleet  of  schooners.  Chance  and 
Wildfire  showed  to  the  fronts  but  the  others  were  so  close  up  that  it 
was  imposfflble  to  distinguish  much  difference  until  they  rounded  the 
first  fiag-boat,  after  which,  on  our  return  from  the  Kish  Light  we 
fligbted  them  coming  out  from  the  Mjiglin  flag-boat,  Chance  going  along 
Wne  a  racehone  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ahead  of  them  ail  $  at  lb*  28m» 
the  Amy  earned  awi^  her  jib-boom  $  the  Heroine  went  along  m 
gnmd  style,  oanying  every  stitch  of  oanvaa-  she  could  crack  on*  On 
ihe  first  round  turning  up  to  windward  the  "Chance  went  along  at  im- 
mense speed  under  her  mainsail,  foresail,  fore^staysail,  jib,  and  flying  jib, 
ivith  her  topmasts  housed ;  Zouave  second,  carrying  her  main  gaff-top- 
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Bail ;  Wildfire  third,  and  well  to  windward,  carrjing  both  her  gaflT-top* 
sails,  and  holding  a  splendid  wind.  These  three  schooners  certainly 
went  a  top  speed  through  the  heary  wind  and  sea,  the  remaining  veseeU 
well  up  ;  a  finer  sight  could  not  he  seen  than  this  schooner  race,  and 
many  veterans  of  the  sea  declared  that  it  was  the  grandest  match  they 
had  ever  witnessed ;  it  was  a  beautiful  race  between  Amy  and  Heroine^ 
the  latter  going  along  like  a  regular  ocean  bruiser,  with  mainsail,  fore- 
sail, fore-staysail,  jib,  flying  jib,  main- gaff- topsail,  and  main-topmast 
staysail.  The  Amy  however  in  the  first  round  bore  up  off  the  harbour's 
mouth,  having  carried  away  her  jib-boom. 

They  started  at  12h.  20m.  and  the  following  was  the  time  at  the 
flagship  :— 


h.  m.   8. 

Chance 4  36  82 

Zouave 4  41  10 


h.  m.   B. 

Wadflre. 4  42  40 

Heroine. 4  53    0 


They  went  the  round  in  a  shorter  time  than  the  big  cutters.  Heroine 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  handicap,  having  to  receive  20  minutes 
from  the  Chance,  was  declared  the  winner  by  3  minutes  29  seconds. 

[We  understand  that  owing  to  the  Bar  flag-boat  drifting  the  Chance 
and  Zouave  were  the  only  two  yachts  who  really  went  round  Mtflag* 
boat,  thereby  going  considerably  more  to  leeward  than  the  others. 
We  think  in  justice  to  the  Chance  and  Zouave  this  should  be  stated.] 

For  the  third  prize  of  ie20,  given  by  the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  Rail- 
way Company,  for  yachts  of  20  tons  and  under,  there  was  the  following 
entry:— 

Numbered  a$  m  Eunfa  Yacht  LUtfar  1860. 


No, 


294 
816 

910 
669 
583 
236 
829 


Names  of  Tachta. 


Bijou.. 

Pa»y 

Sappho 

Banshee 

Surprise. 

Magnet 

Marj  Alice.. 

Dove. 

FHrt 


»lg. 

Tons. 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

16 

cutter 

8 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

18 

cutter 

12 

cutter 

20 

Ownen. 


R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
G.  Howe,  Esq. 
E.  Walpole,  Esq. 
Gapt.  Fawoett 
R.  Johnston,  Esq. 
B.  J.  Bolton,  Esq. 
P.  Grehan,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Eeogh,  Elsq. 
Capt.  O'Bryen 


FliH  and  Banshee  did  not  start  ^  The  gun  was  fixed  within  a  few 
minutes  to  one  o'clock,  and  a  very  beautiful  start  took  place  with  these 
little  vessels.  On  such  a  day  and  with  such  a  breeae  power  must  be 
served,  so  the  gallant  little  Surprise  had  it  all  her  own  way ;  while  the 
Sappho  sailed  a  plucky  second.     The  time  at  the  flag-ship  was  :«— 


h.  m.  s. 
Surprise 4  56    2 


h«  jn.a 
Sappho... ,  5    6  14 
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The  Magnet  carried  away  her  boom.  Several  of  the  smaller  yesaeU, 
seeing  the  utter  folly  of  struggling  through  such  a  sea  and  wind,  bore 
up  after  the  first  round. 

Uia  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  visited  the  club-house  on 
Wednesday,  attended  by  a  numerous  suite.  He  was  received  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  the  Hon.  George  Handcock;  the  Hon. 
6.  Skeffingtan;  Vice- Commodore  Henry;  Rear-Commodore  Bowen; 
Edward  Homsby,  Esq. ;  E.  J.  Armstrong,  Esq. ;  Charles  Vernon,  Esq. ; 
and  amongst  the  general  members  were  the  Marquis  of  Drogheda; 
the  Earl  of  Granard;  the  Hon.  Major  Forbes;  Sir  R.  Shaw,  Bart.;  Co). 
Lake,  c.b.;  Colonel  the  Right  Hon.  W.  Tighe;  Colonel  Gambier,  B.A.; 
Cok)nel  Crawley,  15th  Hussars  ;  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Hon.  F. 
Butler;  Sir  J.  Steward,  Bart. ;  Sir  J.  Coghill,  Bart.;  Hon,  E.  Bellew  ; 
Captain  Graham  ;  Alderman  G.  Roe,  d.l.;  Dr.  Tuffnell ;  Mr.  Lowry 
Balfour,  &o.  A  magnificent  difeuner  was  laid  out  in  the  boat-house  of 
the  club-house,  which  was  most  tastefully  and  elegantly  fitted  for  the 
club  by  Mr.  Lombard,  of  Clare-street,  Dublin ;  it  had  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  marquee,  alternately  striped  crimson  and  white,  with  a 
profusion  of  mirrors,  and  ornaments  composed  of  cutlasses,  boarding 
pikes,  and  ships'  fire-arms;  the  entire  richly  festooned  with  flowers. 
The  health  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant  was  proposed  by  the  Hon.  G. 
Handcock,  and  the  gallant  earl,  in  responding  to  the  compliment,  pro- 
posed the  «'  Royal  St.  George's  Tacht  Club,"  coupling  with  it  the 
name  of  the  Hon.  G.  Handcock. 

His  excellency,  after  the  dejeuner,  proceeded  on  board  the  Leo- 
nora, acbooner,  G.  Powell  Haughton,  R.St.G.Y.C,  under  a  salute  of 
twenty-one  guns  from  tbe  club  battery ;  he  was  received  by  Mr. 
Haughton,  and  the  viceregal  standard  displayed  from  the  main ;  the 
Erin  screw  steam  yacht  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Granard  then  took  the 
Leonora  in  tow  and  steamed  into  the  bay  in  order  to  give  his  excellency 
AQ  opportunity  of  seeing  the  large  cutters  sailing. 

A  brilliant  display  of  fireworks  closed  the  first  day^s  amusements,  but 
dancing  was  kept  up  in  the  ball  room  of  the  Royal  St  George's  to  an 
^Tanoed  hour.  We  have  never  seen  a  more  successful  regatta  managed 
in  Kingstown,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  Vice-Cc^mmodore  Henry,  Rear- 
Commodore  Bowen,  Robert  Batt,  Esq.,  and  Edward  Hornsby,  Esq., 
for  tbe  superior  arrangements  which  secured  this  success.  It  was  much 
^gretted  that  other  engagements  prevented  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham, 
Commodore  of  the  Club,  being  present  with  his  new  screw  steam  yacht, 
tbe  Cornwallis.  The  several  yachts  gave  a  grand  display  of  lights  alld 
rockets  during  the  first  evening  of  the  regatta,  amongst  whom  the 
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Leonora  schooner,  belonging  to  Mr.  Haughton,  was  particularly  dis- 
tinguished by  a  brilliant  illumination  showing  h^r  name  in  eolonred 
lights^-quite  a  novel  idea,  and  having  a  beautiful  effect.  Amongst  the 
new  vessels  that  attended,  the  Wildflower  schooner,  built  for  Mr. 
Little,  of  Wexford,  by  Fife,  of  Fairlie,  was  greatly  admired,  as  also  a 
very  handsome  iron  yawl  of  28  tons,  built  for  Wilkinson  Tetley,  Esq^ 
late  the  owner  of  the  Surprise;  she  is  called  the  Cecelia,  and  was  built 
at  the  Canada  Iron  Works,  Birkenhead,  from  Mr.  Tetley 's  own  designs, 
and  is  constructed  on  the  new  principle  of  longitudinal  framing ;  her 
internal  accommodations  are  wonderful.  The  Audaz  was  the  great 
attraction  for  all  eyes;  she  is  the  handsomest  vessel  of  the  season.  There 
was  a  fine  new  vessel,  too,  the  Aileen,  built  by  Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
of  Cork- (the  builder  of  Sibyl)  but  she  is  not  yet  in  good  trim.  Admiral 
French,  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  was  accompanied  by  a  numerous  fleet 
of  cutters  and  schooners  from  Queenstown.  The  Royal  Yacht  Squadron 
was  well  represented,  as  were  the  Royal  Thames,  Mersey,  London, 
Victoria,  Southern,  Northern  and  Western  Yacht  Clubs.  The  Mosquito, 
club  vessel,  of  the  Royal  Northern  Yacht  Club,  came  from  the  Clyde 
with  William  Houldsworth,  Esq.,  and  party.  Each  day  of  the  regatta, 
the  Braemar,  screw  steam  yacht,  a  very  fine  vessel,  went  round  the 
coarse  with  the  first  class  yachts. 


OCEAN  MATCH  FROM  DUBLIN  TO  CORK. 

Previous  to  and  during  the  regatta  of  the  Royal  St  George's  Yacht 
Club,  apart  from  the  intense  interest  excited  by  the  proceedings  at  Kings- 
town, the  all-absorbing  topic  was  the  ocean  race  for  yachts,  originadng^ 
with  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club.  When  first  mooted,  the  project  met 
with  considerable  opposition,  arising  from  the  apprehension  that  entries 
sufficient  would  not  be  found;  the  result,  however,  has  been  most  tri- 
umphant, and  the  various  competitors  have  declared  themselves  in  tenna 
which  lead  to  the  belief  that  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club,  as  they  have 
been  the  pioneers  of  yacht  clubs,  will  add  another  laurel  to  their  ancient 
fla^,  in  instituting  a  class  of  race  which  will  induce  the  regular  sea* 
going  cruiser  to  enter  the  lists  against  the  veriest  clipper  that  ever 
showed  a  fighting  flag;  the  fact  that  the  race  was  won  by  a  racing; 
cRpper  will  be  another  matter  of  consideration  for  yachtsmen,  as  proving 
that  speed  can  be  combined  with  sea-going  power.      The  terms  of  the 
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race  inrere,  to  start  on  the  inorning  succeeding  that  of  the  Royal  St 

George's  Yacht  Club  Regatta,  and  that  the  first  yacht  which  passed 

the  Royal  Cork  Yacht  Club  Battery  should  be  entitled  to  a  purse  of 

£25 f  with  a  sweepstake  of  10s.  6d.  a  vessel  added.     We   think    the 

members  of  the  Cork  Club  showed  much  judgment  in  making  the 

prize  small  in  this  the  first  ocean  match,  as,  without  much  inducement 

beyond  the  glory  of  winning,  it  sufficiently  tested  the  experiment  as  to 

whether  such  races  would  be  popular  amongst  yachtsmen.     The  fine 

old  Admiral  of  the  Cork  Club,  Thomas  G.  French,  Esq.,  who  attended 

the  Regatta  at  Kingstown,  with  a  numerous  fleet  of  yachts  from  Queens^ 

town,  made  all  arrangements  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Royal  St.  George's 

Yacht  Club,  on  Friday,  the  13th  iust,  at  which  the  following  entries 

were  declared  :— 

Numbered  cut  in  TlunVs  Yacht  Lint  for  1860. 


501 
960 
637 
847 
S83 


♦Kingfisher  ;schooner     90 

*  Urania schooner!  140 

Mystery 

Sybil  

Vigilant > 


841  Dryad 


586 

1085 

802 

721 

520 


1078 
530 


Mask 
Windward  ... 

♦  Kosina 

♦  Water  Lily 

♦  Peri 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
schooner 
cutter 
yawl 
cutter 

La  TraTiata  schooner 

cutter 
schooner 


Aileen 

♦  Wildflower 

Wildfire  „.... schooner 

♦  Leonora  schooner 

TraTiata I  cutter 


25 
39 
38 

85 
25 
35 

30 
80 
85 
40 
48 
59 
116 
50 


Cooper  Fenrose,  Esq. 

W.  Wise.  Esq. 

Pasco  S.  French,  Esq. 

Sir  J.  Arnott 

J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 

D.  II.  Trant,  Esq. 

Kev.  E.  Newenham 

G.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Sir  J.  Arnott 

Sir  J.  Coghill 

J.  W.  Cannon,  Esq. 

VV.  D.  Seymour,  Lsq. 

J.  Wheeler,  Esq. 

S.  Little,  Esq. 

Turner  Turner,  Esq. 

G.  Powell  Haughtou.  Esq. 

Captain  Costello 


The  hour  fixed  for  the  start  was  ten  a.m.  on  Saturday,  July  14th, 
vessels  to  get  under  way  and  heave-to  off  the  harbour's  mouth,  when, 
upon  Admiral  French  hauling  down  his  flag  on  board  the  BIystery, 
they  were  to  let  draw  and  go.  At  an  early  hour  the  Admiral  went 
round  to  the  various  vessels  entered,  and  omitted  no  precautions  tt)  secure 
success.  At  lOh.  30m.  the  vessels  marked  with  a  star  (*  thus)  an- 
swered to  the  signal  and  started  ;  the  remaining  vessels  followed  at 
intervals,  but  the  last  vessel  that  we  were  aware  of  that  started  was  the 
Sibyl,  as  from  the  heavy  work  she  encountered  in  the  race  on  Friday 
her  preparations  w^ere  not  so  forward  as  to  enable  her  to  be  punctual. 
The  vessels  marked  with  a  star  were  taken  from  the  admirals  own  list. 
Neither  the  Mystery  cutter  nor  the  Wildfire  schooner  started. 
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At  llh.  20m.  on  Saturday,  the  14th  insti  we  got  clear  of 
town  Piers,  a  nice  fresh  hreeze  at  N.W.,  and  a  glorious  July  morning  ; 
at   12L  40ffl.  we   crossed  the  neck  of  the  Moulditch  Bank,    in  2^ 
fathoms  water,  creeping  up  to  the  fleet  ahead  fast ;  at  one  o'clock  we 
were  aheam  of  the  Windvi-ard   schooner,  with  the  Leonora  schooner  on 
her  lee  bow,  the  Water  Lily  yawl  just  ahead  of  her.     Off  Wicklov 
Head  we  had  the  Windward  schooner  and  three  cutters  astern;  the 
Phasma,  cutter,  30  tons,  £.  J.  Saunderson,  Esq.,  on  our  lee  bow ;  the 
Cricket,  cutter,  55  tons,  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  on  the  weather  of  the  Aileen; 
and  ahead  of  us  a  cutter,  which  we  could  not  ascertain,  but  considered 
to  be  the  Peri,  and  the  Urania  schooner  a  long  way  ahead.     At  Ih,  30ai. 
we  ranged  abeam  with  the  Water  Lily,  passed  her,  and  ranged  abeam 
of  a  schooner  we  took  to  be  the  Leonora,  the  Phasma  still  on  our  lee 
bow ;  there  were  at  this  time  eight  vessels  ahead  and  six  astern  of  us 
going  along  with  a  nice  whole  canvas  breeze  from  W.  to  W.S.W. 
At  Ih.  45m.  the  sky  to  windward  clouded  up  and  looked  bad,  and  at 
Ih.  50m.  it  flew  out  to  S.S.W.,  a  regular  dead  noser.      The  vessels 
ahead  were  all  jammed  out  to  sea  on  the  starboard  tack,  the  Sibyl,  with 
the  Phasma  and  Leonora,  still  carrying  the  breeze  at  W.  and  W.S.W. 
At  2h.  45m.  up  with  Wicklow  Head,  and  then  got  a  rattling  breeze 
from  S.S.W. ;  Sibyl  crossed  the  Leonora  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  the 
Rosina  crossed  Sibyl's  fore  foot  on  the  port  tack  standing  inshore,  the 
ripple  on  the  Horseshoe  Bank  showing  strong,  and  a  strong  flood  tide 
against  us.     At  2h.  50m.   Sibyl  abeam  with  Cricket  to  Jeeward,  Leo- 
nora on   Sibyl's   lee   quarter,   and   Rosina   on   her  weather    quarter. 
At  3h.  p.m.  we  raced  up  into  the  middle  of  the  fleets  the  Aileen,  Urania, 
Dryad,  Wildflower,  and  Kingfisher  ahead,  standing  across  our  bows  on 
the  port  tack,  the  Cricket  abeam  to  leeward,  Leonora  on  quarter^  Snake 
cutter.  Captain  Brigstocke,  close  to  Leonora,  and  the  Phasma  cutter 
close  in  under  Wicklow  Head. 

At  this  period  of  the  race  it  was  a  most  lovely  sight,  a  beautiful  day, 
and  nice  breeze,  with  the  coast  scenery  clear  and  bright ;  we  had  seven 
cutters  and  two  schooners  under  our  lee,  and  the  Urania,  Wildflower, 
Dryad,  and  Kingfisher  to  windward,  the  Peri  cutter  going  along  in 
splendid  style.  At  3h.  30m.  about  two  miles  to  windward  of  Wicklow 
Head,  the  Peri,  Cricket,  Phasma,  and  Snake  crossed  the  Sibyl's  bows, 
reaching  out  from  the  land  on  the  port  tack,  the  Traviata  cutter  just 
astern  of  her,  the  Bosina  on  lee  quarter,  and  a  large  schooner  we 
took  to  be  La  Traviata  astern  of  her,  with  the  Leonora  on  the  lee  beam  ; 
the  Phasma  shoved  her  bowsprit  out  and  shifted  jibs;  at  4  p.m.  Sibyl 
weathered  Urania,   Phasma,  and  Peri;  the  Dryad,  Aileen,   Wildflower, 
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aod  Kingfisher,  still  ahead;  at  length  the  Sibjl  burst  np  the  tide,  and 
leaving  the  vessels  astern,  closed  rapidly  under  the  lee  of  the  Wild- 
flower,  Aileeoy  and  Dryad.     At  5h.  40ni.  up  with  Mizen  Head,  wheo 
Sibyl  passed  the  Aileen,  ran  through  the  Dryad's  lee  and  challenged 
the    Wildflower.      This  little  schooner  was  going  like  a  witch ;    we 
never  witnessed  anything  more  beautiful  than  the  style  in  which  she 
turned   to  windward,    and  she   was   skilfully  handled.       The  Dryad 
again  weathered  the  Sibyl,  and  the  Wildflower  went  to  windward  in  a 
most  astonishing  manner;  after  weathering  out  Mizen  Head  the  leading 
Teasels  stood  thus— 'Wildflower  1,  Dryad  2,  Sibyl  3,   Aileen  4,   King- 
fisher 6,  M'ith  the  Peri,  Urania,  Phasma,  Snake,  Leonora,  Trnviata,  and 
the  others  well  up.      Sibyl  reached  the  inshore  and  st^unded  her  way 
down  close  along  the  land ;  at  6h.  40m.  the   Sybil  at  length  went  into 
first  place,  the  vessels  standing  thus  : — Sibyl    I,  Wildflower,   2,  Dryad 
8,  Aileen  4,  Phasma  5,  Peri  6,  Kingfisher  7. 

It  now  came  on  strong  showers,  with  puffs  of  wind,  and  every  indi- 
cation of  dirty  weather  at  hand.     The  Sibyl  hauled  down  her  gaff- 
topsail,  housed  topmasty  and  made  all  snug.      Closing  Arklow,   the 
fleet  stood  well  in  shore,  and  the  whole  population  turned  out  along  the 
shore  and  cheered  the  yachts  vociferously  as  they  swept   past.      The 
Aileen  and  Phasma  now  held  a  great  tug  with  each  other;  and  the  Peri, 
shaking  herself  loose,  walked  up  hand  over  hand  with  the  leading 
vessels,  and  took  fourth  place.     At  8h.  p.m.  up  with  the  north  buoy  of 
the   Arklow  Bank  ;  at  8h.  60m.  lighted  binnacle  lamps,  the  wind  at 
soath-west,  but  backing  out  and  looking  very  wild  and  dirty,  the  Sibyl 
leading  well.     Off  Cahore  Point,  the  Dryad  now  weathered  Wildflower; 
night  coming  on  very  thick,  and  wild,  with  rain.      At  Oh.  Im.  p.m. 
Arklow  iight-ship  bore  east  and  south,  the  Sibyl  steering  south.      At 
lOh.  80m.  p.m.,  with  the  Dryad  in  Company,  it  came  on  a  very  heavy 
squall  and  rain;  a  wild  sea  got  up.     The  Sibyl  hauled  down  three  reefs, 
double  reefed  her  foresail,  and  set  a  smaller  jib.     She  reached  in  to  get 
a  good  sight  of  Blackwater  Bank  light-ship,  which  was  difficult  to 
obtain,     owing   to    the   breeze    and  heavy    rain.       At     length   we 
sighted  the  ship,  but  it  was  ticklish  work  to  venture  the  inside  passage 
when  the  light  was  so  hard  to  distinguish,  owing  to  the  rain  squalls;  bo, 
hardening  our  hearts  and  buttoning  our  jackets,  we  tacked  to  port  and 
stood  outside  the  Blackwater  Bank.     It  blew  a  fresh  gale,  with  a  raging 
wild  sea,  but  the  brave  little  ship  made  splendid  weather  of  it,  going 
through  it  like  a  race  horse  over  the  downs.      At  2h.  a.m.  on  Sunday 
morning  sighted  the  Tuskar  light;  never  was  dawn  watched  with  more 
intense  anxiety ;  at  length  the  dark  hour  of  the  night  came;  the  cold 
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shivering  grasp  of  the  dying  night  was  giving  forth,  and  the  balmy 
fi^esh  breath  of  the  newly-born  day  imparted  new  life  and  vigoar  to  our 
hard  worked  crew;  one  by  one  the  tiny  streaks  of  light  came  glinting^  up 
the  eastern  horizon,  the  dusky  pall  which  overhung  the  sea  was  rent 
asunder,  and  a  glorious  sunrise  repaid  us  for  our  hours  of  watchfulness* 
Work  was  now  the  word;  out  went  the  reefs   in  mainsail  and  foresaiJ, 
the  storm  jib  was  shifted  for  the  working  one,  topmast  sent  on  end,  aud 
working  gaff  topsail   set ;  and  now  the  horizon  was  anxiously  scanned 
to  make  out  the  position  of  our  competitors.      At  5h.   10m.  a.m..  with 
wind  W.  by  S.,  we  made  out  the  Tuskar  Light  House  on  our  lee  bow, 
standing  up  like  a  phantom  amidst  the  morning  haze  ;  and  shortly 
afterwards  there  sure  enough  we  made  out  a  schooner,  the  Kingfisher, 
and  a  cutter,   the  Peri,  standing  warily  down  along  the  land ;  they 
crossed  our  bows  and  tacked  on  our  weather  a  long  way  to  windward 
and  ahead;  two  other  schooners,  which  we  took  to  be  the  Urania   and 
Leonora,  shortly  afterwards  reached  out  past  Tuskar.     At  Bh.  12m.  the 
Aileen  crossed  our  bows  on  the  port  tack   reaching  out  from  Tuskar; 
the  Kingfisher  and  Peri  began  to  go  away  at  a  speed  that  rather  as- 
tonished  us.     At  8h.  a.m.  we  crossed  the  bows  of  a  large  American 
ship,  with  everything  set  alow  and  aloft,  bound  up  channel,  another 
large   English  ship  standing  south  on  the  starboard  tack.       Numerous 
flocks  of  puffins  and  gulls,  and  several  porpoises  playing  around  us.     At 
8h.  3Gm.  a.m.  the  Dryad  crossed  our  stern  standing  down  from  Tuskar 
on  the  starboard,  the  Sibyl  steering   W.  by  N.,  close  hauled  on   the 
port  tack.     At  8h.  40m.  Tuskar  bore  north,   broad  on  our  starboard 
beam,  distant  two  miles  and  a  half,  a  strong  ebb  tide  setting  us  rapidly 
to  the  westward.     We  had  a  tremendous  jump  of  a  sea  in  the  over- 
falls off  Tuskar.      At  91).  dOm.  we  tacked  to  port  to  clear  the  Barrel 
Rocks,  over  which  the  sea  was  breaking   heavily.      At  9h.  40m.  the 
Sibyl  weathered  the  Aileen  a  mile.       A  cutter,  we  made  out  to  be  the 
Peri,  with  the  Kingfisher,  Leonora,  and  Urania,  a  long  way  ahead  and 
to  windward,  the  Dryad  astern  of  Sibyl  on  her  weather  quarter;  Peri, 
Sibyl,  Aileen,    and  Dryad   under   all  plain  canvas  and  gaff  tops^ls, 
Urania  all  plain  lower  canvas  and  main  and  fore  gaff  topsails,  flying  jib 
set;  Kingfisher  and  Leonora  all  plain  lower  canvas,   with  main  gaff- 
topsails,  and  flying  jibs   sets.     Wind  W.S.W.,  blowing  fresh  with  a 
rery  lumpy  sea,  course  W.N. W.     At  1  Ih.  26m.  the  Sibyl  ran  through 
the  passage  between  the  great  and  little  Saltee  Islands;  least  water  ob- 
tained by  lead  three  fathoms  and  a  half.     At  12h.  30m.  sighted  Hook 
Tower  Lighthouse  on  lee  bow. 
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when  we  again  sighted  the  vessels  to  windward  the  Kingfisher  had  a 
tremendous  lead;  the  Peri  carried  away  her  mainsheet,  which  cost  half 
an  hour,  if  not  more,  to  make  good  ;  wind  freshened  up  very  strong  at 
S.'W.  hy  W*     At   Ih.  30m.  a  very  weighty  cross  sea  got  up.     Sibyl 
took   in  her  gaff- topsail  and   housed  topmast;  the  American  steamer, 
Canada,  in  sight  to  windward,  distant  about  twelve  miles.     At  Ih.  50m. 
abreast  of  Hook  Tower  Light,  with  a  terrible  cross  sea  running,  and 
the  Sibyl  going  through  it  nobly.     She  was  here  hung  for  nearly  two 
hours  by  flood   tide.       At  2h.  50m.  the  Kingfisher  could  be  barely  dis- 
tinguished on  the  horizon  to  windward,  then  the  Peri  we  made  out  very 
fiir  to  sea ;  the  Leonora  we  supposed  to  be  the  third  vessel,  with  the 
Urania,  Aileen,  and  Dryad.      At  3h.  p.m.  the  Sibyl  single*reefed  her 
mainsail  and  foresail,  the  gale  freshening  up  at  S.W.  by  W.,  with  the 
sea   rapidly  increasing.     At  6h.  33m.  closing  Dungarvan  Head,  the 
Aileen  crossed  the  Sibyl's  bows  on  the  port  tack,  reaching  in  for  the 
land;  then,  as  far  as  could  be  made  out,  the  Eangfisher,  Peri,  Leonora, 
Dryad,  and  Urania  crossed  the  Sibyl  to  windward,   about  eight  miles 
heing  between  the  weathermost  and  leewardmost  vessels,  and  all  closing 
up  together  under  Mine  Head.       At  7h.  5m.  p.m.  the  Sibyl  shook  out 
the  reefs  in  her  mainsail  and  foresail.     Under  Dungarvan  an   immense 
number  of  people  appeared  on  the  cliffs  and  hills,  and  cheered  lustily, 
wa^g  handkerchief  and  hats.      At  9h.  p.m.  the  Sibyl  went  to  wind- 
ward of  the  Aileen  and  Urania,  standing  out  from  the  land;  the  King* 
fisher,  Peri,  Leonora,  and  Dryad  a  long  way  ahead  to  windward.     At 
9fa.   30m.  p.m.  the  carry  aloft  appeared  tending  off  the  land.     At  lOh. 
30m.  p.m.  Sibyl  set  her  large  g^ff-topsail. 

At  2b.  a.m.  on  Monday  morning  the  wind  came  out  at  N.  by  W* 
At  daylight  made  out  the  Kingfisher  and  Peri  just  ahead  of  the  Sibyl. 
At  4h.  30m.  a  m.  they  disappeared  inside  Rochets  Point  Light ;  the 
Sibyl  now  raced  up,  shaving  the  rocks  at  the  light-house  pointy  and 
tacked  sharp  to  starboard;  it  was  now  a  dead  tura  to  ivindward  up  the 
Man  of  War  Roads.  The  Peri  had  collared  the  Kingfisher,  passed  her, 
and  was  a  long  way  ahead;  the  Sibyl  burst  up  through  the  ebb  tide, 
underbowing  it,  and  eating  to  windward  in  the  most  wonderful  manner; 
the  Peri  held  a  long  tack  in  for  the  north  shore  of  Queenstown  ;  the 
Sibyl  ate  right  across  the  tide  until  she  collared  the  Kingfisher  just 
outside  of  the  Spit  Lighthouse;  the  Kingfisher  immediately  tacked  on 
her  weather  to  cover  her,  but  Sibyl  being  quicker  in  stays,  slipped 
nimbly  from  under  her  lee,  head  reached,  and  tacked  on  the  King- 
fisher's weather.  The  Peri  had  fallen  in  with  almost  a  calm,  but  was 
now  leaching  up  on  the  starboard  tack  for  the  last  struggle  of  this 
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eventful  race.  It  was  almost  too  bad  to  see  the  match  she  had  sailed 
so  hard  and  so  gallantly,  wrested  from  her  by  a  little  39-tonner.  The 
Sibyl  now  lay  up  for  the  Spit  Lighthouse,  weathered  it,  and  tacked  to 
port  for  the  run  in,  the  Peri  coming  up  on  her  starboard  quarter  hand 
over  hand.  At  this  moment  the  excitement  was  painfully  intense,  the 
rival  crews  watching  each  other  and  the  movements  of  the  vessels  with 
bated  breath  ;  the  shouting  and  cheering  on  the  shore  was  surprising 
at  such  an  eaily  hour,  and  the  windows  of  many  a  peaceful  dwellin? 
were  opened  with  eager  astonishment  to  learn  the  cause  of  such  unusual 
tumult.  Boats  containing  people  who  must  have  remained  up  all  night 
to  witness  the  arrival  rowed  alongside,  cheering  the  rival  vessels  to  ihe 
echo.  The  little  Sibyl  still  kept  creeping  awny  from  her  determined 
and  powerful  antagonist,  and  raced  past  the  Admiral's  flag-boat  a  gallant 
winner.  The  following  we  made  the  times  of  arrival  by  Greenwich 
time,  on  Monday  morning,  July  16  :— 

h.  m.  B.  I                           h.  ro.  s.  I  b.  m.  a, 

Sibyl 5  20    0  I  Peri 5  23    0  |  Kingfisher 5  25    0 

Admiral  French  came  down  by  train  from  Dublin,  and  at  this  early 
hour  was  in  his  gig  accompanied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  club,  Mi^or 
Armstrong,  to  receive  and  welcome  the  winner,  who  was  saluted  with 
seven  guns  from  the  club  battery;  such  an  instance  as  this  of  the  devo- 
tion of  this  fine  old  yachtsman  to  promote  yachting  sports  and  interests 
requires  no  comment  at  our  hands.  The  Peri  and  JSLingfisher  were 
beautifully  handled  during  the  race  dt)wn,  as  indeed  generally  were  all 
the  boats.  The  Peri  was  sailed  by  L.  Sweetman,  her  sailing-master. 
Captain  Henry  O'Bryan,  who  sailed  and  steered  the  winner,  is  a  trae 
specimen  of  a  fine  British  yachtsman;  he  never  left  her  tiller  during  the 
whole  race  for  more  than  his  necessary  meals,  and  but  for  an  hour*8  rest 
during  the  entire  match;  having  previously  had  three  days*  hard  sailing 
in  Dublin  Bay,  where  he  won  the  100  Guinea  Purse  with  the 
Sibyl  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  builder  of  the  Sibyl,  may  be 
justly  proud  of  the  performances  of  his  vessel.  The  crew  of  H.M.& 
Wizard  manned  the  rigging  and  loudly  cheered  the  victor  and  the 
vanquished,  and  the  feeling  evinced  on  shore  was  quite  extiaordinarr; 
The  course  sailed  was  190  nautic  miles. 
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Aptxb  reading  the  aoooant  of  tbe  Ocean  Race  it  would  be  needless  fbf 
us  to  enter  into  a  long  preamble  of  the  numerous  yessels,  and  company 
present  on  this  occasion.  The  weather  was  congenial  to  the  sports,  and 
tbe  whole  expanse  of  tbe  harbour  was  nearly  covered  with  craft  of  all 
denominations,  decorated  with  an  immense  profusion  oC  bunting,  which 
ga?e  a  yery  pleasing  appearance. 

Thursday^  July  19/A,  commenced  the  proceedings  with  a  race  for  a 
cup  of  the  value  of  100  guineas,  presented  by  W.  Wise,  Esq.,  owner 
of  the  Urania  schooner,  open  to  all  yachts  over  20  tons,  the  property  of 
members  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubs,  or  the  New  York  Yacht  Club — a  time 
race,  half  Tat«  of  Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  half-minute  per  ton:— 
the  following  entered. 

Numbered  ae  in  Btmfa  Yachl  Littfor  1860. 


Ko. 


Ramet  of  Tachta. 


1843'ZoaaTe«,. 

847  Sibyl 

497  Julia....... 

54  Anra ...... 

1078  WUdfire.. 
007, Surge  .... 

53  Audaz.... 


Rig. 

Tons, 

schooner 

105 

cutter 

40 

cutter 

122 

cutter 

40 

schooner 

59 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

59 

OwDsrs. 


B.  Arabin,  Esq.. 

Sir  J.  Amott. 

G.  Fielder,  Esq. 

W.  H.Ellis,  Efiq. 

J.  Turner-Turner,  Esq. 

G.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Eaq. 


The  Julia  did  not  arrive  from  the  south  in  time,  a  circumstance  much 
Mgretted,  as  she  is  a  ressel  of  undoubted  speed  and  great  power,  and 
would  have  proved  a  formidable  and  dangerous  rival. 

The  course  was  the  usual  one  in  Cork  bay,  starting  from  moorings 
abreast  of  the  Club-house,  round  the  Spit  lighthouse,  down  through  the 
Man  of  War  Roads  to  the  westward,  round  a  flag-boat  moored  off  Poor 
Head,  leaving  her  on  the  starboard  hand,  thence  to  a  flag-boat  moored 
mx  miles  due  south  of  Roche's  Point  Lighthouse^  leaving  her  on  the 
•tarboard  hand,  from  her  round  a  flag-boat  moored  off  Daunt's  Rocky 
leaving  her  on  the  starboard  hand,  then  in  through  the  Man  of  War 
Roads,  round  the  Spit  lighthouse  leaving  it  on  tbe  port  hand*  and 
winnmg  between  the  flag-ship  and  the  club-house  :  direct  distance  32 
nsotic  miles. 

At  10b.  24m.  a.m.  the  starting  gun  was  fired.  There  was  a  strong 
breese  at  N.W.  with  showers.  They  all  got  away  in  beautiful  style 
except  the  Skmave,  who  hung  upon  her  spring  and  lost  about  thirty 
•seonds.  The  Sibyl  went  off  like  a  greased  streak  of  lightning,  appa* 
nntly  determined  to  force  the  running  from  the  start ;  she  carried  a 
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balloon  jib,  whilst  the  others  were  under  large  working  sails  and  gaff- 
topsails.  The  Audaz  drew  out  next,  bat  the  Surge  winded,  oorered, 
and  passed  her.  The  Aura  next  took  up  the  running  and  challenged 
the  Sibyl,  but  could  not  collar  her. 

As  thej  approached  the  Spit  lighthouse  a  tremendous  fquall  of  wind 
and  rain  came  ripping  up  the  water  astern  into  fair  fire  and  smoke.  AO 
save  the  Sibyl  prepared  for  a  heavy  jibe.  It  was  clew  up  and  triee  i^ 
with  a  vengeance  ;  but  she  went  at  it  fiercely ;  jibed  all  standing  ;  laid 
over  for  a  second  almost  on  her  beam  ends,  then  rose*  shook  herself  up 
like  a  joyous  sea-bird  af^er  a  heavy  plunge,  and  went  away  round  the 
Spit  at  a  pace  that  sent  the  spray  like  spoon-drift  from  under  her  lee- 
bow.  The  Surge  went  into  second  place  in  gallant  style,  with  tbm 
'Wildfire  and  Aura  close  up,  the  Audax  fourth,  and  Zouave  fifth. 

Off  ^^pike  Island  the  Surge  closed  upon   Sibyl,  and  the  Wildfire 
challenged  both.     It  was  a  magnificent  sight  to  see  these  six  elippcn 
reaching  down  through  Man  of  War  Roads  in  the  thick  of  the  heavy 
rain  squall,  all  carrying  enormous  canvas,  and  sailed  with  a  skill  that 
must  have  astonished  the  captains  and  crews  of  the  merchant  ships^ 
through  the  crowded  maze  of  which  they  swept  at  amazing  speed,  and 
so  thickly  were  the  merchants  anchored  in  the  roads  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  wonder  to  the  spectators  how  they  managed  to  con  th«ir  way 
through  such  a  forest  of  shipping.     The  eastern  flag  was  rounded  with 
the  Sibyl  still  leading.  Surge  second,  Aura  and  Audaz  together,  with 
the  Zouave  and  Wildfire  too  close  for  two-stickers  to  be  safe.    Zouave 
now  began  to  walk  ahead  in  grand  style,  overhauled  Audaz  and  Aura, 
and  ranged  up  beam  and  beam  to  leeward  of  the  Surge.     As  thej 
approached  the  southern  flag-boat  the  Sibyl  made  preparations  to  Mh 
her  balloon  ]ib  for  the  turn  to  windward,  but  unfortunately  it  broke 
adrift  from  her  crew  in  their  endeavour  to  muzzle  it,  and  getting  under 
her  fore  foot,  the  gallant  little  champion  was  done.     Rounding  the 
southern  boat  the  Zouave  being  close  to  leeward  of  the  Sui^  and 
^weepili;^^ along  at  grand  speed,  gave  the  Scottish  clipper  her  weather 

boiling  cauldron  of  seething  foam  ;  the  latter  broke  in 
td  wild  for  a  moment,  and  was  several  minutes  before 
she  settled  down  to^er  work  again. 

On  the  turn  up  to  windward  the  Audaz  suddenly  shook  herself  looae^ 
gave  her  red-starred  burgee  a  saucy  shake,  as  much  as  to  say  "  my 
hour^s  come  at  last;''  and  collaring  the  Surge  went  to  the  fronts  and 
challenged  the  lead  for  baunt's  Rock  flag-boat  It  was  a  splendid 
match  between  the  Audaz,  $urge,  and  Aura  for  this  flag-boat»  with  the 
Zouave  and  Wildfire  close  upi  and  the  daogeroos  little  Sibyl  makiiig 
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gnad  MiUog  tatem  to  retrieve  W  lost  water.  The  Andaz  led  round 
ibe  boat  m  beawtifid  styles  with  tlie  Surge  second,  Aun  thirds  Zouave 
ibarthy  and  Wildfire  and  Sibyl  together  ;  Andax  now  boldly  declared 
to  win,  wUeh  the  Suige  as  desperately  contested,  and  these  two  began 
io  leaFe  the  others  somewhat,  the  Swge  fighting  erery  inch  of  water 
ia  most  gallant  style,  but  the  Audaz  wonld  not  be  denied ;  it  was  time 
£or  the  pride  of  the  Thames  to  be  up  and  stirring,  and  a  right  busy 
iinae  aiie  gave  then  alL  Away  rattled  this  noble  clipper  at  a  splitting 
|wee,  the  Surge  pressing  hard  upon  her  tracks,  and  Uie  Aura  watching 
hdt  BBovements  like  a  hawk;  one  mistake  now— a  chafSNl  rope,  a 
woonded  spar,  the  least  flinch  at  the  tiller — and  all  was  07er.  The 
linidEre  oyerhanled  Zouave  and  left  Sibyl,  going  into  fourth  place; 
tliej  were  now  closing  up  for  the  flag-ship  fast,  and  the  dutant  hum  on 
the  aliofe  swelled  into  a  mighty  roar  of  excitement,  the  crews  of  the 
yaohis  and  merchantmen  manned  the  rigging  and  vociferously  cheered 
the  gallant  competitors  on  to  their  final  struggle;  the  Audax  still 
widened  the  water  between  her  and  the  Surge,  and  the  latter  left  the 
Aura  a  little,  yet  there  was  not  a  foot  to  spare,  and  after  a  magnificent 
face  from  first  to  last,  the  flag-ship  was  reached  in  the  following  order 
and  times:—- 


Andax 
Surge.. 


1 
1 


m. 
36 
39 


80 
58 


Aura.—.. 
Wildfire 


h. 
1 
1 


m. 
42 
46 


s. 

51 
38 


b.    m.   s. 

Zouare... 1    47    30 

Sibyl... a      4    29 


The  Audax  was  hailed  the  winner  with  hearty  cheers,  not  only  by  the 
delighted  spectators,  but  by  the  crews  of  her  competitors:  she  had  to 
allow  the  Surge  Im.  27s.,  Aura  4m«  20s ,  and  Wildfire  6m.  47^ 

The  second  race  was  to  have  been  for  the  Carlisle  Prize  of  £60,  for  all 
yachts  exceeding  50  tons,  but  no  other  vessels  being  entered  for  it  save 
the  Surge,  Audax,  Zouave,  and  Wildfire,  and  they  being  all  engaged 
in  the  race  for  Mr.  Wise's  Cup,  this  prize  was  allowed  to  stand  over* 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Purse  of  £45,  for  all  yachts  exceeding  25 
and  not  exceeding  60  tons,  usual  regulations  as  to  owners;  a  time  race, 
half  Ackers'  scale,  and  below  that  half  a  minute  per  ton.  The  following 
clippers  came  to  the  starting  buoys: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


Fo. 


Namea  of  Yaohts. 


Aileen. 


54 

aodjStorm 

Wildflower 
881  Secret 
561  Lnrline 
asoFoam 


Big. 


cutter 
catter 
schooner 
cntter 
catter 
catter 


Tons. 


40 
86 
48 
88 
38 
25 


Owntri. 


J.  V\  heeler,  Esq. 
J.  Graham,  Esq. 
S.  Little,  Esq. 
T.  J).  Keogh,  Esq. 
M.  Hayes,  Ksq. 
Ai.  LoDgfleld,  Esq. 
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The  Sibyl  was  also  entered  for  this  race,  bat  being  engaged  in  Ae 
fint  race,  of  oonrse  did  not  start  At  twelve  o'clock  a  beantifol  stait 
was  effected)  the  Secret  leading,  closely  parsned  by  the  Aileen^  with  the 
rest  all  in  a  ruck.  On  nearing  the  Spit  the  Lnrline  drew  out,  and  going 
to  the  front,  challenged  for  the  lead,  which  she  took  gallantly,  with  the 
Secret,  Aileen,  Wildflower,  Storm,  and  Foam,  in  the  order  of  their 
names*  On  approaching  the  Cow  and  Calf  Rocks  off  Roche's  Point 
light-house,  the  Aileen  and  Secret  foaled  each  other  in  jibing^  whidi 
as  it  has  been  settled  by  the  committee  we  decline  commenting  upon. 
The  Lurline  still  held  the  lead  of  the  fleet  well;  going  for  the  eastem 
boat  the  Lurline's  main  halyard  block  first  ga?e  up,  then  the  jaws  of 
her  gaff  were  carried  away,  and  lastly  one  of  her  chain  plates  burst. 
There  was  a  good  jump  of  a  sea  on,  quite  sufficient  to  test  gear  to  the 
utmost,  and  being  a  new  vessel  and  quite  untried,  such  mishaps  are  not 
to  be  wondered  at.  The  Secret  now  took  the  lead  well  with  Aileen 
and  Wildflower  presnng  her,  the  others  well  up.  Off  the  south  boat  the 
Wildflower  and  Aileen  came  in  collision,  and  the  Wildflower*s  lift  was 
earned  away.  From  this  point  the  Secret  kept  the  lead,  the  Storca 
«onung  to  grief  by  carrying  away  her  bowsprit.  They  arrived  at  the 
flag-ship  in  the  following  order  and  times :-» 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

8     9  35     Wildflower a  21  43 

3  12  40  I  Storm  3  26  51 

The  Secret  was  declared  the  winner,  but  the  Aileen  lodging  a  pro- 
test against  her,  and  the  Wildflower  schooner  against  both,  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Sailing  Committee,  who  after  due  defiberatioQ 
decided — First  **  That  the  Secret  is  disqualified  for  having  fouled  the 
Aileen.  Second^  That  the  Aileen  is  disqualified  for  having  fouled  the 
Wildflower.  Third,  That  the  Wildflower  is  hereby  declared  the  winner 
of  the  £45  prize." 

The  fourth  race  was  for  the  Cork,  Blackrock,  and  Passage  Railway 
Company  Prize  of  £25;  the  following  vessels  were  entered  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Bunte  Yacht  List  far  1860. 


Secret 
Aileen 


h.  m.  s. 
Foam 3  ^S  46 


Ho. 


329 
70 


Kamcs  of  Yaehu. 

Gertrude  

Elirt    

Banba 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons, 


15 
19 
24 


B.  B.  Boom,  Esq. 
Capt  n.  H.  O'Brjan. 
W.  L  Doheity,  Esq. 


The  Banba  did  not  arrive  in  time  from  Kingstown,  a  circumstance 
wluch  took  much  from  the  interest  of  this  match,  as  from  her  perform- 
ance at  Belfast,  where  she  defeated  ihe  Vivid  and  Sappho,  then  is  no 
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ioaht,  under  tbe  mishap  sustaiDed  by  the  Gertnide»  ihai  there  would 
httre  been  a  close  contest  between  her  and  the  ▼eterao  little  Flirt* 
They  started  at  lb.  Sm.,  tbe  Gertrude  taking  the  lead.  Bounding  the 
Spity  however,  the  Flirt  went  to  the  firont,  and  held  her  lead  afterwards. 
The  Gertrude  is  quite  a  new  vessel,  and  untried.  She  sailed  in  the  first 
part  of  the  race  remarkably  well,  but  on  rounding  the  eastern  flag-boat 
(wiueh  was  the  only  vessel  yachts  iu  this  race  were  required  to  round) 
she  started  a  butt,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  her  erew  could 
keep  her  afloat  However,  they  did  so,  and  sailed  her  bravely,  too. 
The  following  was  the  time  at  the  flag-ship:— 

h«  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  B. 

Flirt  (winner) 4  15  57  |  Gertrude 4  37  45 

The  Hookers  Bace  was  won  by  the  Catherine,  20  tons,  Mr.  Fitx- 
gerald  of  Bathooursey,  defeating  the  St  John  and  Mary  of  20  tons  each. 

Tbe  Tachts*  Gig  Bace  was  won,  after  a  splendid  match,  by  the  crew 
of  the  Audaz,  the  Imogene^s  crew  second,  and  the  Dryad's  third. 

About  70  members  and  visitors  dined  at  the  Club  House  in  the 
evening,  Mr.  Bobert  H.  O^Bryan,  as  senior  member  present,  presiding  ; 
the  vice-cbur  ably  filled  by  the  Secretary,  G.  Armstrong,  Esq.  After 
the  usual  loyal  and  customary  toasts  had  been  rendered  due  honour  to, 
Mr.  O'firyan  presented  Mr.  Johnson  with  the  truly  magnificent  gift  of 
Mir.  Wise,  which  he  had  so  well  won.  This  beautiful  prise  consisted  of 
a  very  large  silver  claret  jug,  of  original  design  and  rare  workmanship ; 
it  stands  npon  a  tripod  pedestal,  also  of  silver,  with  exquisitely-wrought 
figures  omamendng  the  base  :  altogether  it  forms  one  of  the  handsomest 
and  richest  prises  we  have  seen.  A  very  fine  display  of  fireworks  by 
Mr.  H-.  Allport  of  Cork,  closed  the  amusements  of  the  day, 

Friday  opened  with  light  airs,  almost  calm;  but,  as  the  time  of  start- 
ing drew  nigh,  a  nice  fresh  breeze  sprung  up  at  N.  W.,  and  gave  promise 
of  a  steadier  wind  than  on  Thursday,  and  free  of  squalls.  The  first 
race  was  for  yachts  of  aU  classes  belonging  to  members  of  Boyal  Yacht 
Clubs  or  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  half  rate  Ackers*  scale,  and  below 
that  half  a  minute  per  ton  ;  a  Purse  of  £100.  The  following  vessels 
came  to  the  starting  buoys:  — 

NwiAtnd  at  in  HunVs  Yacht  LtMt  for  1860. 


No 


891 

907 

54 

58 

1078 


Nan&M  of  Yachts. 


Secret .... 
Oertrude 
Surge  .... 
Aura  .... 
Audax.... 
Wildfire  . 


Klg. 

Tons. 

cutter 

3d 

cutter 

15 

cutter 

50 

cutter 

40 

cutter 

59 

Bcho<Hier 

59 

Ownera. 


T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 

B.  G.  Boom,  Esq. 

C.  T.  Couper,  Eiq. 
W.  H.  Ellis,  Esq. 
J.  H.  JolmBon,  Esq. 

J.  Turner  Turner,  Esq. 
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At  l<Mi.  80m*»  with  a  modorate  breeoe  at  N.W.»  the  ataiiing  gvnt 
was  fired.    The  Aura  got  away  fint,  with  the  Secret,  Sorg^  and  Wild* 
fire  together.     The  Gertrude  took  the  wrong  cant»  and  lay  right  aero— 
the  Audaxy  who  ooosequently  waa  forced  to  hold  on  by  her  epring  in 
order  to  a?oid  going  over  her;  the  result  was  that  all  the  vessels  goft 
clear  off  with  slashing  way  on  for  many  minutes  before  the  Audaz  co«id 
start  at  all,  and  when  she  was  enabled  to  go,  and  got  life  into  her,  they 
were  well  down  for  the  Spit  lighthouse.       The  Secret  went  in  £NNiit  at 
the  Spit,  with  the  Surge  second.  Aura  and  Wildfire,  then  the  Gertmde 
and  the  Audax  a  long  way  astern.      The    Secret  held  the  lead  goin^ 
past  Spike,  with  the  Surge  and  Aura  well  up,  the  Wildfire  making  great 
play,  the  Audax  fif^h  and  the  Gertrude  sixth*     When  we  next  sighted 
^em  they  were  coming  along  the  land  by  Cork  Head  on  the  western 
shore,  reaching  home  from  Daunt's  Rock  flag-boat.      The  Wildfire  had 
a  good  lead,  and  was  going  along  under  balloon  foresail  and  both  top- 
sails and  large  jib  like  a  racehorse  ;  the  Audax  was  second  and  closing 
her  fast,  under  balloon-jib,  and,  oh!  ye  topsails!  such  a  balloon-graff-top* 
•ail!     She  looked  as  if  the  biggest  end  of  her  was  uppermost      She 
was  going  along  in  magnificent  style,   and  at  that   moment  a  more 
perfect  picture  we  never  saw  of  a  long,  low,  rakish-looking  racing  eiipper, 
her  hull  looking  like  a  faint  streak  of  black  beneath  a  cloud  of  canvas. 
Next  came  the  Surge,  with  a  very  neat  amount  of  muslin  displayed,  and 
then  the   Aura   and  Secret   together.     We  could  not  make  out  the 
Gertrude,  as  there  were  a  number  of  large  schooners  and  cutters  aooom* 
panying  the  match,  but  she  must  have   been  some  distance  astern. 
There  was  no  further  change  of  importance,  and  they  arrWed  at  the 
flag-ship  in  the  following  order  and  times:-— 

b«  m.  s. 

Surge  ^    6  20 

Aura   2  10  50 

The  Wildfire  was  declared  the  winner  amidst  loud  cheers. 

The  Schooner  Match  for  a  Purse  of  £50  was  the  next  on  the  cards; 
no  time  allowance  for  tonnage.  For  this  the  Zouave,  Wildfire,  and 
Wildflower  were  entered;  but  the  Wildfire,  having  gone  for  the  £10O 
Purse,  and  the  terms  of  the  race  requiring  that  three  should  start,  it 
was  allowed  to  lie  over.  It  was  a  great  pity  the  committee  did  not 
handicap  a  list  of  schooners  for  the  prize,  as  there  was  a  noble  fleet  oi 
two-stickers  in  the  harbour;  but  such  dippers  as  the  Wildfire  and  Zouave, 
with  no  penalty  upon  tbem  for  past  performances,  frightened  them  all. 

The  Carol!  challenge  cup,  value  £50,  with  ^20,  added  by  the  dub, 
for  yachts  belonging  to  Cork  Harbour,  was  not  run  for,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  Sibyl  and  Foam  were  going  for  the  Indian  Priae,  and  the 


WUdflre  2    0  30 

Audax 2    4  IS 


h.  m.  s. 
Secret 2  II  2S 

Gertrude  not  timed. 


BOTAL  COBX  TAOHT    CLUB  ttEOATTA. 


351 


FSrt  (ike   bolder  of  the  cup)  was  alone  to  go  for  it;  under  these  eir- 

cmnetaDcee  it  was  a|preed  that  Captain  O^Bryan  should  hold  it  until 

Beason,  when  it  will  be  contended  for. 

The  Indian  Prize,  yalne  360  rupees,  presente*^  by  Captains  Williams 

mils,  lor  all  yachts  belonging  to  members  of  the  Royal  Cork  Yacht 

Clah,  a  time  race,  half  rate  Ackers*  scale,  and  the  folio  wing  started:— 

Numbered  as  in  HunCa  YmHI  List  for  1860. 


Ro.                  Names  of  Taehts. 

Big. 

Tod. 

Owners. 

64  Ailcen 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

38 
39 
20 

J.  Wbeeler,  Esq. 
Sir  J.  Arnott 

847  Sibyl 

J»9  Flirt 

Capt.  H.  H.  CyBryen 

An  excellent  start  was  effected,  the  Sibyl  taking  the  lead,  with  the 
Aileen  second,  and  Flirt  third;  the  course  was  round  the  southern  flag- 
boat  only.  After  a  well- handled  race  they  arriyed  home  at  the  flag- 
ship in  the  following  order  and  times : — 

h.    m.    8.  I                        h.   m.   «.   I  h.   m.    s. 

Bibyl 5    32    30  |  Aileen 5    36    22  |  Flirt 5    46    20 

The  Sibyl  was  hailed  the  winner.  The  Foam  was  entered  but  owing 
to  her  getting  on  shore  when  coming  from  her  moorings  she  did  not 
atari. 

'  The  Ri?er  Steamers'  Prbw  of  £15,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons; 
a  time  race;  half  a  minute  per  ton.  The  following  Mosquito  clippers 
were  entered:-^ 


No. 

Names  of  Tachts. 

Rig. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

81 

Biion 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

12 
10 
10 
13 
10 
12 

R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
G.  Howe,  Esq. 
B.  Townsend,  Esq. 
F.  £.  Holmes,  Esq. 
A.  Hargraye,  Esq. 
Captain  Conner 

294 

Pairy  

961 

Uriel   

314 

Fawn  

1245 
137 

Zuffa   

A  prettier  little  fleet  could  not  be  imagined,  and  much  interest  was 
eyinoed  in  this  match;  the  Bijou  did  not  arriye  from  Kingstown,  but  the 
remaining  fiye  started  at  Ih.  80m.  The  course  was  from  abreast  of 
the  Club  House,  round  a  buoy  at  Cuskinny,*  thence  round  the  Inconstant 
hulk,  finom  her  round  a  buoy  off  Camden  Fort,  back  to  the  flag-boat 
abreast  the  Club  Battery,  and  round  the  same  course  again.  They  got 
away  in  excellent  order,  but  almost  immediately  after  starting  the  Fairy 
oame  to  gn&L    In  ayoiding  a  sehooner  that  lay  in  her  ooune,  die  was 
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fioroed  oIom  to  tlie  edge  of  the  Spit  Bank,  and  weariog  to  avoid  it* 
oarried  away  her  main  halyards.  She,  however,  very  smartly  refwiied 
damages  and  was  speedily  in  pursuit  of  her  flying  rivals.  On  the  6nt 
round  the  Charm  led  round  the  flag-ship  with  the  Uriel  second.  Fawn 
third,  and  Zuffa  fourth.  In  the  second  round  the  Fawn  overhauled  the 
Uriel  and  Charm,  and  went  into  first  place,  and  they  arrived  at  the 
ship  in  the  following  order  and  time: — 


h,  m.  B. 

Fawn  5    0  15 

Charm    5    4  26 


Uriel 
Zuffii. 


h.  m.    a. 
.  5    6   15 

.  5  11 


Fiury  hore  up.     The  Fawn  was  huled  the  winner. 
Several  rowing  matuhes    followed,   and  thus  the  affair  concluded^ 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Club, 


BELFAST  LOUGH  REGATTA. 


Fob  some  time  past  great  exertions  have  been  made  to  obtain  the 
sary  material  to  ofier  prizes  of  sufficient  amount  to  induce  jrachta  to 
attend  the  Regatta.  The  patronage  of  several  noblemen  and  gentlemea 
was  obtained,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary,  J.  Charley,  Esq;,  was  most  inde- 
&tigable  in  carrying  out  the  liberal  programme.  Many  celebrated  cracks 
were  present  and  a  numerous  fleet  of  vessels  of  every  rig  and  tonnage. 

First  Day,  Wednesday,  4th  of  July,  the  Regatta  commenced  at 
Cultra  ;  the  First  Prize,  a  Purse  of  £40.  This  race  was  open  to  all 
yachts  of  Royal  Yacht  Clubsor  New  York  Yacht  Club;  entrance  £2 ; 
three  yachts  to  start  or  no  race.     There  were  seven  entries,  as  follows:-^ 

Numbered  at  m  Hunft  Yacht  Liitfar  1860. 


Ko. 

70 
1029 
907 
983 
831 
908 
526 


Names  of  Tachti. 

Booba • , 

Vivid  

Surge 

Vigilant , 

Secret 

Storm 

L'JBcUir 


Big. 

Tons. 

cutter 

24 

cutter 

25 

cotter 

52 

cutter 

38 

cutter 

33 

cutter 

36 

cutter 

35 

Omen. 


W.  I,  Doherty,  Esq. 
Q.  F.  Swetteuham  Biq. 
C.  J.  Cbuper,  Bsq. 
J.  C.  Atkins,  Esq. 
J.  D.  Eeoghf  Esq. 
J.  Graham,  Esq. 
P.  S.  I^nch,  Esq. 


The  course  was  about  sixteen  miles  in  length,  and  the  yachts  had  to 
go  twice  round,  makmg  altogether  a  Stance  of  over  thir^-two  milei. 
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It  eomoienead  at  the  lUoer,  off  Cultra;  then  went  tlmott  straight 
aoroaa  the  Longh  to  a  flag- boat  placed  of  Greig's  house  on  the  Cairiek- 
fergus  Bide.  Leaving  this  boat  on  the  sfcarboard  hand,  it  passed  the 
baoy  on  the  Carrick  bank  on  the  port  hand,  and^  further  on,  the  flag- 
boat  off  Kilroot  point  on  the  starboard  hand.  Agun  it  crossed  the 
Lion^,  and,  passing  the  flag-ship  off  Bangor  Bay  on  the  starboard  hand 
and  the  Sear  buoy  on  the  port  hand,  kept  on  to  the  flag-ship  Racer> 
winning  between  her  and  the  shore.  All  the  yachts  started  estoept  two, 
the  Banba  and  the  Vivid. 

The  start  was  effeeted  at  1  Ih.  1  Im.  30,  on  the  firing  of  a  signal  gun 
lirom  the  flag-ship,  and  was  in  all  respeets  a  capital  one.  The  Vigilanty 
Secret,  Storm,  and  L'Eclair  went  off  on  the  port  tack,  but  the  Surge 
canted  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  gained  a  considerable  advantage  over 
ker  rivals,  by  getting  clear  of  all  the  yachts  moored  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  flag-ship.  They  passed  the  flag-boat  off  Hr.  Greig's  house  in  the 
following  order:— 'Snige,  lib.  40m.  4s.;  Secret  aqd  Storm,  Dh.  41m« 
208.;  Vigilant,  lib.  43m.  17s.;  L'Eclair,  Uh.  44m.  33s. 

The  course  then  became  a  running  match  to  the  flag-boat  off  Kilroot 
point,  and  some  first-rate  seamanship  was  displayed  in  the  active  man* 
ner  in  which  the  Surge  and  Tigilfmt  set  their  large  gaff«top  bmIs. 
B^idly  they  all  re-crossed  towards  Bangor,  and  were,  for  a  time 
oonoealed  by  the  angle  of  the  land  ^t  Greypoint,  but  soon  re-appearedf 
the  Surge  still  leading,  followed^  however,  by  the  Secret^  the  Storm, 
and  the  Vigilant  In  a  few  minutes  it  was  observed  that  the  Siirge, 
fiom  some  eaose  which  it  was « impossible  to  aecount  for,  was  keeping 
considerably  out  of  her  course.  The  Secret  and  the  Storm  made  the 
same  movement^  but  the  Vigilant,  true  to  her  name,  avoided  the  error, 
and  stood  in  a  straight  course  along  the  land  to  the  flag-boat.  The 
following  was  the  time  in  passing: — Snrge^  Ih.  17m.  508.;  Secret, 
Ih.  26m.  458.;  Vigilant,  lb.  31m.  4s.;  Storm,.! h.  ?2m.  46s.;  L'Eclair, 
Ih.  39m.  57s. 

They  proceeded  a  second  time  round  the  course,  and  came  in  at  ihe 
dose  in  this  ovder:-^ 


h.  m.  s. 

Surge 4  8S    0 

Becrst 5    7  28 


h.m.  s. 

Vigflant M  5    6  19 

Storm  6  19  30 


h.  m.  8. 
L'Eclair 5  Si  55 


The  Surge  was  loudly  cheered  as  she  passed  the  Commodore's  boat  a^ 
the  end  of  the  race. 

Second  B»ce,  a  Purse  of  £40,  for  all  schooner  or  lugger  yachts  of 
Jfloyal  Taoht  Clubs  or  New  York  Tacht  Club;  a  time  race;  any  yacht 
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Ittving  won  in  1859  or  1860  to  veoerre  only  half  time  or  to  allow  double: 
entranee  £2;  dmee  yadita  to  start  or  no  raee;  the  conraa  the  same  aa 
for  the  firrt  laoe^  and  the  entries 


HiaAend  om  m  Hmift  YadU  Lbdfar  186a 


of  Ti 


436  Heroine 
S4Am7   .. 
136  Chance 
931  Tana   .. 
630 


Wf. 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


Tons 


83 
79 
76 
38 
116 


K.  Batt,  Esq. 

J.  Barrett, 

D.  Richardson*  Esq. 

B.  8.  Ifaj,  Esq. 

6.  P.  HMghton,  Esq. 


This  was  decidedly  the  most  interesting  raoe  on  the  card.  The  Leo^ 
nora  did  not  start,  haring  been  laid  np  in  dock  in  conseqaenoe  of 
haying  lost  her  forefoot  in  Norway.  The  start  took  plaee  at  fifteen 
minntee  past  twelre  o'clock.  The  whole  fbnr  started  on  the  port  tack. 
A  yacht,  the  Norah  (Mr.  Beresford),  was  moored  a  sh(Hrt  distance  ahead 
of  the  flag-ship,  and  through  this  narrow  space  it  was  deemed  necessary 
to  pass.  The  excitement  rose  to  a  great  height  as  the  yachts  dashed 
towards  it— the  Amy  to  leeward,  the  Chance  to  windward,  and  the 
Tana  in  the  centre.  ETerything  was  made  ready  on  board  the  flag-ship 
to  giro  way,  if  necessary  ;  but  by  the  exertions  of  those  on  board  tho 
yachts,  the  danger  was  avoided  and  all  got  safe  throngh.  The  Amy 
was  the  first  to  do  so,  bnt  was  closely  followed  by  the  Tana,  the  others 
were  not  far  distant.  The  Chance  displayed  wonderful  suling  powers^ 
and  was  soon  close  up  to  the  foremost  of  the  other  competitors.  Before 
passing  the  flag-ship  at  Mr.  Greig's  house  tiie  Chance  took  the  lead^ 
followed  by  the  Amy  and  Heroine,  Tana  bringing  np  the  rear.  The 
order  was  not  changed  throughont  the  course,  for  the  vessels  passed  the 
flag-ship  the  first  time  round  as  follows  :— -Chanoe,  31i.  I6m.  52s.; 
Amy,  3h.  17m.  98.;  Heroine,  3h.  27m.  4s.;  Tana,  8h.  29m.  5s. 

Little  need  be  said  as  to  the  second  time  round  the  course,  beyond 
that  the  race  lay  almost  entirely  between  the  two  foremost  boats,  and 
tiiat  it  was  contested  with  great  skill  and  determination.  They  came 
in  at  the  end  thus:— Chance,  6h.  37m.  24s.;  Amy,  6h.  38m.  43st 

The  Heroine  and  Tana  were  not  timed.  The  honorary  seeretaiy  haa 
calculated  that  the  Amy  b  the  winner  by  one  second.  The  Chance  ia 
ihe  larger  of  the  two  by  four  tons,  and  tiie  time  which  she  is  required 
by  the  regulations  to  allow  the  Amy  is  lOs.  per  ton,  or  40s.;  but  by  the 
terms  of  the  race,  yachts  which  haye  won  in  1859  or  1860  hare  to  allow 
double  time,  and  the  chance  comes  within  that  catogoiy.      Adding  the 
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the  808.  thai  obtained  to  the  time  of  Amy,  places  heraseeoad  ahead  of 
the  Chance^  and  therefore  the  winner,  excepting  of  course,  any  questioBfl 
arising  as  to  the  tonnage  of  either  yacht. 

Third  race,  a  purse  of  £22,  for  all  yschts  of  15  tons  and  under;  first 
yacht  £15 f  second  £5,  third  £2;  a  time  race;  entrance  5b.;  three  yachts 
to  start  or  no  race  ;  four  yachts  to  start  or  no  third  priae  to  be  giveik 
The  following  were  the  entries:— -Bijou,  cutter,  11  tons,  B.  D.  ELane, 
£0q.;  Emmeline,  cutter,  8  tons,  W.  Greer,  Esq;  Fly,  cutter,  10  tons,  J. 
CMDpbell,  Esq.;  Dove^  cutter,  12  tons,  T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq.;  Ida,  cutter,  8 
tonsy  J.  A.  Lyle,  Esq.;  Isa,  cutter,  15  tons,  J.  W.  Osborne,  Esq. 

The  course  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  race,  but  only  once  round, 
all  the  yachts  started  at  fire  minutes  past  one  o'clock.  The  Emmeline 
atood  on  the  port  tack,  and  all  the  others  on  the  starboard  tack.  The 
prises  were  well  contended  for,  and  the  order  in  which  the  yachts  came 
in  was^ — ^Dove,  5\l  15m.  d8s.;  Bijou,  5h.  18m.  25s.;  Fly,  5h.  23aL 
45s.;  Isa,5h.  31m.  50.;  Emmeline,  5h.  35m.  ITs.;  Ida,  5h.  39ni.  38s. 
l.he  Dove,  Bijou,  and  Fly  were  declared  to  have  won  the  first,  second, 
and  third  prises  respectively.  The  Fly  stood  a  good  chance  of  winning, 
Init  for  an  accident  to  her  halyard,  which  happened  off  Kilroot  Point. 
Fourth  race,  a  purse  of  £l5,  for  all  yachts  of  8  tons  and  under;  first 
yacht  £lO,  second  £3,  third  £2  ;  entrance  Ts.  6d. 

There  were  eight  nominations  for  this  race  :— Leda,  cutter,  7  tons^ 
A.  Finlay,  Esq  ;  Invincible,  cutter,  7  tons,  D.  Fulton,  Esq.;  Arrow, 
cutter,  8  tons,  W.  Davidson,  Esq.;  Venture,  8  tons,  H.  C.  Brown, 
Esq.;  Seagull,  cutter,  4  tons,  ^.  Connely,  Esq.;  Jenny,  cutter,  6  tons, 
W.  Thompson,  Esq.;  Pet,  cutter,  6  tons,  R.  Ferguson,  Esq.;  Light- 
lung,  cutter,  8  tons,  J.  Charley,  Esq. 

The  Venture  and  Seagull  did  not  start,  but  all  the  others  were  ready 
and  went  off  precisely  at  five  minutes  past  two.  The  course  was  round 
the  red  buoy  in  Holywood  bank,  the  flag-boat  off  Mr.  Greig's  on  Car- 
rickshore^  and  the  flag-ship  off  Cultra,  keeping  all  on  the  starboard  hand; 
twice  round  ;  to  win  between  the  flag-ship  and  Cultra.  The  race  was 
It  very  exciting  one,  and  was  chiefly  between  the  Invincible  and  Pet. 
The  Invincible  was  built  and  sailed  by  the  Messrs  Fulton,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance no  doubt  contributed  something  to  the  enthusiasm  when  they 
came  in  the  winners  by  five  minutes  and  a  half,  after  allowing  for  the 
difference  of  tonnage.  The  time  was  as  follows  :— Invincible,  4h.  42m. 
34.  ;  Pet,  4h.  49m.  Os.;  Arrow,  5h.  46in.  41  s.;  Lightning,  5h»  61m. 
Os.;  Jenny,  5h.  53m.  18s.;  Leda,  not  timed. 

Fifth  race,  a  purse  of  £8,  for  all  sailing  boats  not  exoeding  21  feet 
keel ;  first  boat  £5,  second  boat  £2,  third  boat  £1  ;  a  time  race,  one 
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aiaiito  per  fiiot  Then  wefe  Are  eiitriee&-^Getn,  14  feet»  H< 
nond  ;  Spani^,  18  fcefc,  A.  0'€k>ftti<ai  and  Small;  Valoan,  21  feet,  H. 
Gilfillan;  Squirrel,  18  feet,  Hugh  Noble  ;  Margaret,  21  feet,  IL  Healey. 
The  Gem  and  Margaret  did  not  start,  so  that  no  third  prin  was  gtren. 
After  a  shaip  eontett^  the  S^quirrel  won  the  first»  and  the  Spaniel  the 
eeoond  priie. 

Sixth  raoe,  a  Rowing  match  for  £8,  for  ynwls  or  8ki£&  not  exceeding 
22  feet  keel ;  fint  boat  £5,  second  boat  £2,  third  boat  £1.  The  entries 
were:— Telegraph,  22  feet,  D.  Milferd;  Fan  tome,  20  feet,  R.  Liard  ; 
Mjsterf,  22  feet,  A.  Lovett ;  Blue  Jacket,  22  feet,  Hngh  Riehaidsoo; 
Highland  Laddie,  22  feet,  P.  Lawson.  This  race  was  run  qiute  okiae 
to  the  shore,  and  the  struggle  was  witnessed  with  extreme  intereet  hf 
those  who  saw  it.  All  the  boats  started  well  together,  but  in  oonae* 
quence  of  fouling,  it  was  decided  that  the  race  should  be  pulled  over 
again.  Onlj  three  boat%  the  Fantom^  Blue  Jacket  and  the  Highland 
Laddie  started  the  second  time,  thej  came  in  ib  the  f<^lowing  order><^ 
Highland  Laddie  1,  Blue  Jacket  2,  Fantome  3. 

Thursday. — This  day  the  sports  were  fully  equal  if  not  superior  te 
those  of  the  first  day.  The  weather  was  all  that  the  most  endiusiaatie 
oould  desire.  A  fresh  breeze  from  the  north-west  prevailed  from  an 
early  hour,  and  rather  increased  towards  the  evening,  disturbing  the 
eurfece  of  the  waters,  and  testing  sererely  the  saiBng  qualities  of  all,  and 
especially  the  smaller  crhiL  H.M.'s  cutter  Racer,  Capt  W.  Dath,  was, 
as  on  tbe^  previous  day,  kindly  pieced  at  the  service  of  the  Qimmittee 
as  a  flag-ship,  and  from  her  the  necessary  signals  were  Bnade,  direeting 
1^  races,  and  the  time  of  the  competiton  noted. 

First  Race,  a  purse  of  £60  for  all  yachts  of  Royal  Taoht  Clubs,  or 
New  York  Yacht 'Club  ;  time  race ;  entrance  £2.  IQs.  This  was  the 
largest  prise  offered  at  the  Regatta,  and  the  contest  for  it  was  looked 
forward  to  with  much  interest  by  those  who  knew  the  qualities  of  the 
yaohts'and  crews  which  had  been  entered.     Seven  veseels  entered  :«• 

Kumhered  as  in  Hnnts  Taeht  List/br  1860. 


Ho 


526 
881 
J36 
903 
983 
907 
46 


ManM  ttf  Yachts 


L'£cl^ 
Secret ... 
Cfaaoce... 
Storm.... 
Vigilant. 
Surge .... 
Amy 


Big 

Toi 

cutter 

35 

cutter 

38 

schoonor 

76 

cutter 

36 

cutter 

88 

cutter 

52 

schoonsr 

72 

OwiMn 


P.  S.  Lynch,  Esq. 
T.  D.  Keogh,  Esq. 
D.  Richardson,  £sq. 
J.  Qraliam,  Esq. 
J.  C  AtkioB,  ]^. 
C.  J.  Conper,  Esq. 
J.  Barrett,  Esq 


The  L'Eclair,  Chance  and  Amy  did  not  start.  By  those  who  oUerred 
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IIm  Mdfing  of  the  Surge  on  Wedaesdajy  it  wis  ooniidered  almott  oertain 
firom  the  outset  that  that  beautifbl  vessel  which  obtained  the  pone  of 
ie40  on  the  Brat  day  of  the  regatta,  would  add  another  and  a  larger 
prise  to  the  record  of  her  triumphs,  and  the  result  fnlly  justified  that 
atttidpatbn*  The  start  took  plaee  at  11  h.  dOm.  a.m.y  and  was  in  ereiy 
respect  a  most  satis&otory  one.  All  the  yachts  went  off  in  beauUM 
trim,  and  kept  close  together  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
moovings.  Course  the  same  as  on  the  previous  day<«-»40und  flag-^sbips 
off  Mr.  Greig^s  house  on  the  Carrick  shore,  off  Kiiroot  Point  and  off 
Bangor  Bay>  ending  at  the  Commodore's  yach^^twioe  round. 

The  yachts  in  passing  the  flag-ship  off  Mr.  Qreig's  were  timed  as 
follows :— Surge,  12h.  13m.  Os.;  Storm,  12h.  I3m.  S6;  Secret^  12h. 
15m.  26«.;  Vigilant,  12h.  ISm.  4s. 

In  the  race  from  that  point  to  Kiiroot  some  first*rate  sailing  was  made 
by  the  Secret^  which  passed  the  Storm.  "When  next  seen  from  the 
Commodore's  boat,  the  yachts  were  rounding  Grey  Point,  the  Surge 
stall  nobly  maintaining  the  first  place,  and  all  endeavouring  to  get  out 
of  the  calm  into  which  they  ran  near  that  place.  They  all  appeared  to 
dsSdt  as  to  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  under  the  circumstances.  The 
Sm'ge  and  the  Secret  kept  well  away  to  the  north-west,  and  the  Storm 
and  Vigilant  made  a  more  direct  course  along  the  land,  towards  the 
flagship,  off  Cultra.  This  movement  was  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Storm,  for  she  was  thereby  able  to  retake  the  second  place.  The 
approach  c^the  yachts^ to  Cultra,  after  having  gone  once  round  the 
ooune,  was  one  ai  the  most  captivating  sights  that  could  be  imagined. 
The  breeze  was  fresh,  and  extended  to  the  utmost  stretoh  every  yard  of 
the  canvas,  which  was  crowded  upon  the  yachts  to  such  a  degree  that 
the  water  almost  touched  the  deck  on  the  port  side.  On  came  the 
Surge,  dividing  the  waves  with  astonbhing  rapidity,  and  shooting  like 
an  arrow  straight  under  the  stem  of  the  Racer.  The  others  followed 
in  rapid  succesnon,  each  true  to  die  course,  and  it  was  then  found  that 
they  stood  as  follows  :— Surge,  2h.  iOm.48s.  ;  Storm,  2h.  16m.  17s. ; 
Semt,  2h.  18m.  25s. ;  Vigilant,  2h.  27m.  25s. 

In  crossing  the  bay  towards  the  County  Antrim  side  the  Storm  and 
Secret  were  for  a  short  time  close  together,  but  the  Secret  went  ahead 
briskly,  and  on  rounding  the  flsgboat  off  Mr.  Greig's  house  had  gained 
an  advantage  of  about  26  seconds.  The  yachts  came  in  finally  in  the 
following  order :— Surge,  4h.  54m.  51s.;  Secret,  5h.  26in.  408.; 
Storm,  5h.  29m.  89s.  ;  Vigilant,  5h.  3lm.  128. 

An  objection  was  immediately  lodged  by  the  owner  of  the  Secret 
against  the  Surge,  for  having,  as  he  alleged,  boomed  out  her  jib  during 
the  race,  but  it  was  not  allowed. 
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Second  race,  a  Parse  of  £80,  for  ail  jachts  of  25  tooa  and  nndery 
belonging  to  Rojal  Tacht  Clubs  or  New  York  Tacbt  Clab ;  a  time  noe  ; 
entrance,  d^l  10s.  The  nominations  were  : — Lightning,  cutter,  8  tons* 
J.  Charley,  Esq.  ;  Vivid,  cutter,  25  tons,  6.  F.  Swettenham,  Esq. ; 
Sappho,  cutter,  16  tens,  6.  Walpole,  Esq. ;  Isa,  cutter,  15  tons,  J.  W. 
Osborne,  Esq. ;  Mary  Alice,  cutter,  18  tons,  P.  Graham,  Esq.  ;  fiaoba» 
cutter,  24  tons,  W.  I.  Doherty,  Esq. 

The  Isa  did  not  start  The  coarse  was  the  same  as  in  the  preTiooa 
race.  The  start  was  e£Fected  in  very  fine  order  at  12:30  p.m*  The 
Banba  took  the  lead  and  maintained  it ;  but  the  Maiy  Alice,  wludi 
for  a  time  held  the  second  place,  was  passed  by  the  Vivid  and  Sappho. 
The  yachts  passed  the  flagship,  first  time  round,  thus— Banba,J4h.  12in. 
43s. ;  Vivid,  4h.  18m.  17s.  ;  Sappho,  4h.  19m.  34s. ;  Mary  Alice, 
4h.  22m.  59s. ;  lightning,  4h.  57m.  3s. 

In  the  remainder  of  the  course  the  Banba  increased  the  distance 
which  separated  her  from  the  Vivid,  and  the  latter  gained  somethings 
on  the  Sappho,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  time  at  which  the  race  con- 
cluded :  Banba,  6h.  45m.  7s. ;  Vivid,  7h.  4m.  398. ;  Sappho, 
7h.  7m.  22s. 

The  Mary  Alice  and  the  Lightning  were  not  placed.  The  owner  of 
the  Banba  was  at  once  awarded  the  purse  of  30  sovereigns. 

Third  Race,  a  purse  of  £25,  for  all  yachts  of  12  tons  and  under  ; 
first  yacht  £15,  second  £6,  third  £4:  time  race;  entrance  lOs.  6d. 
There  were  eleren  entries: — £^gle,  9  tons,  E.  Gardner,  Esq.;  Fly,  11 
J.  Campbell,  Esq.;  Emmeline,  8,  W.  Greer,  £l8q.;,Pet,  6,  R.  Ferguson, 
Esq.;  Invincible,  8,  D.  Fulton.  Esq.;  Leda,  7.  A.  Finlay,  Esq.;  Bijou, 
12,  R.  D.  Kaue,  Esq.;.  Lightning,  8,  J.  Charley,  Esq.;  Dove,  12,  T. 
D.  Keogh,  £^q.;  Jenny,  6,  W.  Thompson,  Esq.;  Ida,  9,  J.  A.  Lyie, 
Esq.  This  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  events  on  the  card,  and  all 
the  yachts  appeared  at  the  moorings  except  the  Pet  and  Ligbtning, 
which  did  not  start.  The  course  was  the  same  as  in  the  other  races*— 
once  round.  Started  at  lb.  30m.  The  Bijou  got  away  first,  doeely 
followed  by  the  Dove  and  Invincible  ;  and  after  a  very  exciting  race, 
they  came  in  as  follows  :-^Bijou  4h.  22m.  50s.;  Dove  4h.  25m.  Os.; 
Invincible  4h«  26m.  lis.;  Ida  4h.  58m.  23s. 

The  others  were  not  placed.  Invincible  was  declared  the  winner  by 
298.  as,  according  to  the  regulation,  the  Bijou  was  bound  to  allow  her 
four  minutes  for  difference  of  tonnage.  The  Messrs.  Fulton,  by  whom 
the  Invincible  was  built  and  sailed,  were  warmly  congratulated  by  their 
friends  on  having  defeated  on  both  days  vessels  of  much  larger  tonoage 
built  by  shipwrights  of  high  reputation. 

Several  other  rowing  matches  and  punt  chases  wound  up  the  sports 
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of  ihis  Biicoessftil  regatta,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  the  Commodore  (D. 
S-  Ker,  Elsq.  m  p.)  and  the  committee,  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner 
in  which  everything  was  arranged,  and  particulaaly  to  the  Honorary 
Secretary,  John  Charley,  Esq.  The  Regatta  BaH  took  place  in  the 
eTening  at  the  Mnsic  Hall,  and  was  well  attended. 
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Thb  aqnatic  proceedings  of  this  Cluh  commenced  on  Monday,  July 
30th,  when  about  sixty  yachts  got  underway  for  a  cruise,  the  appearance 
of  such  a  fleet  was  grand  and  imposing,  and  caused  much  animation  on 
shore  amongst  those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  Our 
space  prevents  our  enumerating  the  yachts  on  this  occasion,  but  they 
consisted  of  schooners,  cutters,  and  that  new  innovation  on  yachtings- 
steamers.  We  may  look  out  for  races  among  the  ^*  smoke  jacks'*  ere 
many  seasons  pass,  and  the  sooty  stokers  piling  on  the  ^'  diamonds,** 
instead  of  the  clean  and  nimble  tar  handling  the  snowy  canvas. 

Before  we  proceed  with  the  details  of  the  racing  we  will  lay  before 
OUT  readers  the  regulations  published  by  the  authority  of  the  Sailing 
Committee  respecting  the  measurement  for  Her  Majesty's  and  the  Prince 
Consort's  Cups:—''  The  length  to  be  taken  between  the  perpendiculars, 
drawn  from  the  extreme  outside  of  the  main  stem,  and  the  extreme  out* 
dde  of  the  stempost ;  from  the  length  thus  found  sabstract  three-fifths 
of  the  extreme  breadth,  as  determined  by  the  o.m.  act  of  Parliament^ 
multiply  the  remunder  of  the  length  by  the  whole  breadth,  the  producfe 
by  tbe  extreme  draught  of  water,  and  divide  the  whole  by  94,  the 
quotient  shall  be  deemed  the  true  tonnage." 

Our  ancient  friend  Summooa  Juga  in  his  report  says:^"  There  may 
be  many  difierences  of  opinion  as  regards  the  present  rule,  but  taking 
the  character  and  form  of  the  different  yachts,  now  entered,  as  near  an 
approach  to  a  fiur  tonnage  has  been  arrived  at  as  possible  ;  the  question 
probably  is  one  that  may  be  difficult  to  solve,  but  we  are  assured  that 
much  time  and  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the  same  by  the  Sailing 
Committee  of  the  R.Y.S.  and  the  thanks  of  the  yachting  fraternity  are 
due  to  them  for  their  endeavours  to  solve  such  a  ticklish  point.  No 
doobt  further  discussion  will  arise  on  the  subject." 

That  there  will  be  much  said  and  written  on  Measurement  we  can 
assure  our  friend  of,  as  we  have  letters  already  before  us — but  our  pages 
being  at  present  occupied  with  the  various  regattas,  we  shall  hold  them 
crrer  for  a  friture  occasion.  The  builders  are  deeply  concerned  in  the 
varioiu  modes  of  measox^ment^  and  ought  to  be  '<  up  and  stirring." 
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Taeiday^  July  3 lit —The  matdi  for  the  Prinoe  CJonsort's  Cap,  open 
to  cutters  of  the  R.Y.S.  over  50  tons.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
entries  with  their  respective  tonnage  according  to  the  new  regnlationfl 
for  measurement:-— 

yumbend  a»  in  Huntt  Yacht  List  for  I860. 


No 

698 
576 
103 
46 
560 


Namet  of  Yachti 


Osprey..... 
Marina..., 
Bmnette.. 

Arrow 

Lulirorth. 


Kiff 

Ton 

cotter 

70 

catter 

83 

cutter 

85 

catter 

145 

catter 

115 

Ownen 


CoL  B.  W.  Hnej 
Sir  A.  Bannerman,  Bart. 
Ck>l.  Simmons  Smith 
T.  Chamberiajneb  Esq,. 
J.  Weld,  £sq. 


It  being  a  time  race  according  to  Ackers's  scale,  we  subjoin  the  dif- 
ference of  time  each  vessel  had  to  allow  to  the  other:— 


m. 


a. 
49 

15 

55 

20 

30 

10 

85 

85 

5 

25 


Arrow  allows  to Lnlworth 4 

**  •*  Bmnette la 

<«  «  Marina 13 

«  «  Osprey. 14 

Lnlworth  allows  to Brunette 7 

"  "  Marina 8 

"  *  Osprej.*. 9 

Brnnette  allows  to Marina i 

•«  •*  Otprey % 

Marina  allows  to Osprey «...     l 

There  was  a  light  breeae  from  the  W.N.W.  to  W.S.W.|  fuffieiMit  to 
stem  the  ebb  tide^  whidi  was  making  to  the  wesiwardt  and  fair  indJea* 
tions  of  it  increasing  as  the  day  advanced,  oonseqoently  ihe  Sailing 
Committee  resolved  to  start  the  yachts  at  the  hour  named*  leaving  them 
to  pursue  their  course  first  to  the  eastward.  At  9h.  66m.  the  prepara- 
tory f^Bg  was  hoisted  accompanied  by  a  gun- fire.  All  eyes  were  tamed 
to  the  craft,  the  sails  were  loosed,  the  halyards  manned,  and  predaely 
at  lOh.  a.m «  another  gun  from  the  battery  annouDced  the  start  Up 
went  the  canvas  with  an  alacrity  so  worthy  of  th<»oiigb  yacht  sailors  thai 
it  would  be  invidious  to  single  out  a  pDebrenoe.  The  Lulworth's  main« 
sail,  however,  was  first  np,  but  this  was  only  momentaiy,  for  in  anothsc 
instant  the  whole  of  the  oraft  were  under  their  huge  ballooners.  BnoMtte 
first  set  her  huge  topsail,  and  after  a  few  moments  suspense,  she  wu 
observed  the  first  to  draw  out  from  the  line  of  yachtQ,  before  the  o4bsfS 
could  feel  the  impulse  of  the  light  air  ;  then  came  llie  Osprey,  but  the 
Arrow  and  Lulworth  seemed  to  hang  fire.  The  yachts  were  now  aD 
fidriy  under  way,  and  were  seen  gradually,  diongh  slowly,  to  stem  ths 
tide.  Osprey  catches  a  catspaw  and  take!  the  lead  dirongh  the  Boadsi 
followed  by  Brunette  dose  i^on  her  port  qnavtar ;  then  at  abouk » 


J 


I 


^«5^" 


?S^ 


\ 
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Arowi  12h.  54I11.  308.;  Ldworth^  12h.  57m.  40fl.$  Branettte,  ISii, 
59nL  20s.  They  hacM  their  wind  to  round  the  Warnery  the  extreme 
end  of  the  ootuwi  which  was  effected  bj  jibing  round,  as  follows  : — 
Osprey,  Ih.  7ni.  SOs.;  Arrow,  Ih.  8bi.  35$,;  Lolworth^  lh«  9in.  40b.; 
Brunette,  Ih.  lOm.  40b. 

From  which  it  will  appear  that  both  the  Arrow  and  the  Brunette 
were  gradually  orerfaauling  their  respectire  antagonists*  After  jHnn^ 
round  the  light-vessel,  they,  op  their  return  to  the  westward,  altered 
iheir  positions.  On  nearing  the  Noman  the  Osprey  shifted  her 
jib,  and  while  doing  so  the  Arrow  passed  under  her  lee,  and  througboui 
the  remainder  of  the  race  became  leading  ressel.  On  nearing  Spitfaead 
the  Lulworth  passed  the  Osprey  to  windward,  and  now  became  tlie 
second  ressel.  The  whole  of  ihe  yachts  continued  their  reach  to  the 
northward,  with  the  exception  of  the  Osprey;  which  made  a  short  taek 
to  the  southward,  when  near  the  Kicker,  which  instead  of  bong  any 
gun  to  her,  only  lost  her  her  former  position.  The  Brunette  now 
became  the  third  yessel.  On  pasnng  the  Gilkicker  on  with  Byde  Pier 
we  were  again  favoured  with  a  good  bearing,  and  marked  their  respective 
positions.  The  whole  of  ihem  were  now  on  the  port  tack,  keeping 
their  reach  to  the  northward  and  passed  the  Calshot  Light-vessel  in  the 
following  order : — Arrow,  Ih.  42m.  308. ;  Lulworth,  lb,  44ni.  40b.  ; 
Brunette,  lb.  48m.  15s.  ;  Osprey,  Ih.  49m.  SOs. 

The  race  was  very  exciting,  and  it  became  a  question  of  time  at  ihe 
finish.  Every  advantage  was  in  fieivour  of  the  Arrow  and  Osprey,  from 
the  continued  steady  breeze  and  smooth  water.  They  were  now  reaehing 
in  under  Brown  Down,  or  ratiier  the  west  point  of  Stokes  Bay.  Here 
the  Lulworth  shifted  her  gaff-topsail,  which  manoeuvre  was  followed  by 
the  Brunette  and  Osprey  ;  but  the  Arrow  continued  on  leading  well  to 
windward  of  the  lot.  Eventually  the  Calshot  Ught-vessel  was  rounded 
as  follows :— Arrow,  2h.  2dm.  Os. ;  Lulworth,  21u  25m.  SOs. ;  Bnmetle, 
2h.  31m.  30s.  ;  Osprey,  2h.  34m.  Os. 

There  was  now  a  fresh  breese  from  the  westward,  and  the  Arrow 
tacked  and  laid  her  course  to  proceed  down  the  west  channel,  passing 
between  tiie  outer  spit»  or  Bell  Buoy,  and  the  northern  Brambles, 
carrying  with  her  the  force  of  the  ebb,  and  gradually  increasing  her 
distance  from  her  companions  in  the  race.  A  whole  fleet  of  yachts  were 
in  company,  which  rendered  it  somewhat  difficult  at  times  to  pick  thoee 
in  the  race  out  of  the  ruck.  After  roundmg  the  Calshot  Light-vessel 
the  Arrow  shifted  her  gaff-topsail,  and  set  her  working  topsul,  and  after 
making  a  few  tacks  under  the  north  shore^  rounded  the  western  mark 
boat  as  follows: — Arrow,  3h.  Im.  lOs. ;  Lulworthi  3h»  2m.308.; 
Brunette,  3h.  12m.  Os.  -,  Osprey,  3h.  12m,  10s. 
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After  romidhig  ihe  extreme  western  limit  of  their  oonrfle  they  bore 
away  for  Cowee,  haying  now  the  flood  in  th^  favom*,  and  nnder  a  press 
of  canvaB.  Balloon  jibe  and  gaff-topsails  were  again  in  request  during 
ihm  onward  oourse  to  the  eastward.  The  first  round  was  completed  on 
paasing  between  the  station  Tessel  and  the  Castle,  in  the  following  time 
and  order :--« 


h.   m.    s. 

Arrow 3      9      0 

lAlworth  ...    8    10    U 


h.   ni«   8. 
Brunette 4    19  15 


ha  ni«   s« 
Osprey s    ai  u 


The  yachts  in  the  match  hence  continued  on  their  course  to  accom- 
plish the  second  round,  carrying  with  them  a  splendid  breeae  from  the 
westward  with  the  flood  tide,  and  as  this  round  was  proceeded  with 
under  circumstances  in  a  great  measure  similar  to  the  first  round,  we 
have  little  to  add  beyond  having  followed  and  watched  them  throughout 
the  course.  The  extreme  limit  of  the  course,  viz.,  rounding  the 
Warner  Light-vessel  for  the  second  time,  was  as  follows. : — Arrow,  4h, 
15in.  dOs. ;  Lulworth,  4h.  I7m.  Os. ;  Brunette,  4h.  d2m.  Os. ;  Osprey, 
4h.  34m.  Qs. 

As  it  may  furnish  some  idea  of  the  pontion  of  the  yachts,  we  merely 
state  that  while  the  Arrow  and  Lulworth  were  returning  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Neman,  the  Brunette  and  Osprey  were  proceeding 
towards  the  Warner.  All  attention  was  henceforth  directed  towards 
the  Arrow  and  Lulworth,  who  proceeded  on  the  port  tack,  laying  their 
reach  along  the  Hampshire  shore  to  Calshot  Light  When  off  Brown 
Down  Camp  the  Arrow  had  the  lead  of  the  Lulworth  by  4^  minutes^ 
the  other  two  being  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Spithead.  On  round- 
ing Calshot  Light-vessel  the  Airrow  had  the  advantage  of  7m.  SOs.  over 
ihe  Lulwmih. 

The  wind  had  now  dro[^  a  little^  but  as  the  Arrow  progressed  to 

ihe  westward  she  increased  her  distance  in  time  over  her  dangerous 

adversary,  and    rounded    the    western   mark  boat  below   Egypt  as 

follows  : — Arrow,  6h.   32m.  Os. ;    Lulworth,  6h.  42m.    30s. ;   there 

being  10^  minutes  difference,  and  the  cup  was  now  considered  safe. 

Eventually  the  goal  was  reached,  and  officially  declared  to  be  decisive, 

as  foUows  :— 

h.  m,   s.  I  h.   m.    8. 

Arrow 6    42    0   |  Lulworth 6    52    65 

The  Brunette  gave  up,  and  the  Osprey  after  going  the  whole  distance 
did  not  arrive  until  7h.  22m.     The  Arrow  was  loudly  cheered. 

Wednesday. — The  dinner  took  place  at  the  castle,  at  which  the  noble 
Commodore,  the  Earl  of  Wilton  presided. 
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Thonday  Her  Majert /s  Cup  was  sailed  icft  by  the  following  ebhcKMwn 
beloDging  to  the  Squadxon  above  100  tons;  a  time  race  of  a  quarfcer  «C 
a  minute  per  ton;  bnt  the  measurement  waa  to  be  calculated  as  in  the 
~         Consort's  Gop  raee;«-* 

Numbered  as  m  Htmfs  Yacht  LUt  for  186a 


Ko. 

271 

8 

635 

1843 

789 

15 

516 


NsmM  of  Tachts. 

Enchantress  

Albatross  

Mjrtle  

Zoaaye 

Besolution 

Aliue  

LaUah  Rookh 


»lg 

Tods 

255 
110 
186 
105 
164 
216 
126 

schooner 
schooner 
schooner 
schoonei 
schooner 
schooner 
schooner 

Sir  Thomas  Whichcote 
Thomas  Brassejr,  Esq. 
James  Brown,  Esq. 
Richard  Amhin,  JBsq. 
Dakc  of  RutUnd 
Capt.  C.  S.  A.  Th^Qssott 
Visoouni  BangoT 


The  Lotus,  188  tons,  beloogiog  to  Earl  Vane,  was  entered  but  £d 
not  start.  The  Mjrtle  and  Aline  being  untried  ressels,  there  was 
much  speculation  as  to  the  result,  and  even  hesitation  to  back  them 
against  the  Zouave  and  Lallah  Rookh,  whose  antecedents  had  already 
gained  for  them  some  little  renown.  Towards  the  hour  appointed  for 
the  start  the  roadstead  again  presented  an  animated  appearance.  The 
Sylphide  ship  yacht  was  dressed,  low  and  aloft,  with  signals,  and  the 
numerous  yachts  in  the  road  hoisted  their  bunting.  At  eight  a.m«  the 
Yice^Commodore's  flag  was  displayed  from  his  yacht  the  Capricom^  and 
was  immediately  saluted  by  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron  battery.  In  the 
morning  there  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  veering  to  the  N.N.W., 
and  by  the  appointed  hour  the  whole  of  the  yachts,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Lotus,  proceeded  to  their  allotted  stations,  No.  2  being  nearest 
the  Castle.  The  preparatory  signal  and  warning  gun  being  given  five 
minutes  previous,  the  stsrting-gun  was  fired  at  lOh.  ISm.,  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  and  the  yachts,  which  were  moored  by  springs  to  their 
stem,  got  well  away  with  the  wind  on  their  port  quarter.  Their  huge 
canvas  was  promptly  set  The  Zouave  was  first  to  get  away,  followed 
by  the  Lallah  Rookh;  then  came  the  Myrtle,  Aline,  Albatross,  Resolu- 
lution,  and  Enchantress,  the  last  three  being  close  together.  The  breeae 
somewhat  decreased  on  passing  through  the  roadstead,  but  the  Zouave 
walked  away  with  it,  and  left  her  competitors  some  minutes  behind*  It 
was  quarter  flood  in  the  middle,  with  which  the  yachts  proceeded  to  the 
eastward.  The  light  breeze  which  still  prevailed  was  all  in  favour  of 
the  Zouave.  About  eleven  they  passed  to  the  northward  of  the  Quaran- 
tine Ground,  the  Zouave  having  still  a  good  lead ;  then  came  the  Aline, 
Enchantress,  and  Lallah  Rookh,  abreast  of  each  other,  followed  at  a 
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jggpcctfni  distonoe  by  the  MjriLdf  B/MoluAoikf  and  Alhatroei.    Wken 
off  Byde  Pier  ihey  weie  ihns 


h.  m.  I. 

Zouave 11    8  45 

Atine 11  17    0 

SnchantieM  ...11  17  45 


h«    XXL    Bm 

LaUahBookh.  11  20  10 
Myrtle 11  26    0 


ResolntiQii 11  27  50 

AlbatrofiB 11  29  20 


The  wind  was  light  from  iihe  N.N.  W.  as  the  yachts  proceeded  through 
the  East  Chanoel  to  roand  the  Warner,  and  there  was  but  slight  altera- 
tioQ  among  them.  The  whole  of  them  were  *'  goose-winged**  until 
their  near  approach  to  the  eastern  limit  of  their  course,  when  they  jibed 
over  their  mainsails  and  prepared  to  luff  round  the  Warner. 

From  ihenoe  they  hauled  tlieir  wind,  and  made  a  long  reach  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  until  they  had  obtained  sufficient  offing  to 
weather  the  Noman.  Each  of  them  watched  the  others'  movements, 
and  tacked  aoeording  to  ciroumstances.  At  about  12h.  60m.  they  were 
working  through  Spithead  in  nmilar  oruer.  The  Myrtle,  Resolution, 
and  Albatross  had  only  just  rounded  the  Noman,  and  as  we  considered 
there  was  not  the  least  chance  for  them,  our  attention  henceforth  was 
devoted  to  the  leading  yachts.  At  about  one  p.m.  they  were  laying 
ih^  reach  for  the  Quarantine  Ground,  and  at  lb.  50m.  the  Zouave 
tacked  near  the  N.E.  buoy  and  stood  on  the  port  tack  for  the  Calshot 
Light-vessel.  In  working  to  windward  we  could  not  discover  any 
material  advantage  one  had  over  the  other,  although  a  diversity  of 
opinion  existed  among  the  bystanders  on  the  pier.  From  hence  the 
yachts  worked  down  abng,  and  completed  the  first  round  of  the  course 
as  under: — 


Zouave    2  27    0 

Aline  2  30    0 


h.  m.  8. 
Lallah  Roekh...  2  40  0 
Enchantrefls  ...  8  50    0 


h.  m.  s. 
Resolution  3  50    0 


In  proceeding  on  the  second  round  the  breeze  freshened,  and  the 
Aline  showed  her  racing  qualities  by  challenging  the  Zouave,  and  in 
wresting  the  lead  from  her,  which  the  former  maintained  to  the  finish, 
when  she  was  hailed  the  winner,  having  on  every  tack  in  this  round 
increased  her  distance  from  her  competitors. 

Tins  was  Uie  Aline's  maiden  race  and  her  owner  Captain  Thullusson, 
is  no  doubt  highly  pleased  with  the  performance,  by  which  he  became 
the  possessor  of  the  magnificent  prize  given  by  Her  Majesty.  It  is  a 
TBse  standing  nearly  two  feet  in  height,  with  two  handles  and  a  cover. 
One  one  side  is  a  burnished  shield,  bearing  the  inscription,  "  The  gift 
of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  Cowes  Regatta, 
1860.'^  On  the  reverse  side  is  a  shield  of  a  similar  size,  bearing  in 
relief  in  frosted  silver  representations  of  sea  deities,  tritons,  nereids,  sea 
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hofses,  Ac  The  handles  are  formed  of  dolphins,  intenpened  with 
flowers.  The  upper  part  of  the  eup  is  ornamented  with  dolpldna^  heads 
and  sea  deities.  On  the  top  of  the  cover  is  a  jnyenile  Neptone  with  a 
tridentj  riding  on  a  dolphin. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Camper,  the  huilder,  on  'the  success  of  his 
handicraft,  and  hope  to  hare  the  pleasure  of  recording  many  more  such 
triumphs. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  whilst  the  former  match  was  heing  contested  the 
usual  Town  Regatta  took  place,  which  mainly  consists  of  Bowing 
liatches,  Duck  Hunts,  and  such  like  innocent  recreations.  Hes 
Majesty  with  the  Royal  Family,  invariably  honors  these  sports,  and  by 
her  kind  condescension  adds  to  the  joy  of  her  grateful  subjects. 

On  Saturday,  the  Squadron  Club  Cup,  value  £100,  open  to  all 
yachts  belonging  to  Royal  Tacht  Clubs,  produced  an  ezoee^ng  good 
entry  of  the  following  ten  winners  of  prizes  :— 

Numbered  ae  in  Btmfe  Yacht  LitAfir  186a 


Ko 


53 


Maine  of  Taehts 


Audax 

38' Amazon .... 

48  Arrow 

401|Glflnce  

LadyBiid. 

Laura 

Lul worth ... 

Osprej ...... 

Thought.... 


610 
523 
560 
698 
943 
18781  WUd&e 


Rig 

Ton 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

46 

cutter 

94 

cutter 

86 

cutter 

23 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

79 

cotter 

62 

cutter 

27 

•diooner 

61 

J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 

U.  F.  Smith,  Esq. 

T.  Chamberlajne,  Esq.. 

A.  Duncan,  Esq. 

J.  P.  Lethhrids^  Esq. 

Col.  Armvtage, 

J.  Weld,  Esq. 

GoL  Hue/. 

F.  O.  Ifarshall,  Esq. 

J.  Tnmer.Taruer,  ESsq. 


This  was  a  time  race,  half  Ackers*  scale^  R.T.T.C.  measurement. 
At  the  time  of  starting  (11  a.m.)  neither  Glance  nor  Lady  Bird  made 
an  appearance.  Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  race  owing  to  the 
celebrity  of  the  yachts  engaged.  The  Lulworth,  with  waxy  John 
Nicholls  at  the  helm,  took  the  lead  which  she  kept  throughout  the  day, 
closely  followed  by  her  renowned  opponent— the  Arrow.  These  two 
vessels  singled  themselves  out  from  all  the  rest  and  contested  every 
mile  with  great  perseverance.  In  rounding  the  Warner  Light-ship  the 
Lulworth  was  leading  about  one  minute  ahead  of  Arrow.  Both  vessels 
then  hauled  close  to  the  wind  to  beat  back,  with  a  strong  breeze  and 
some  sea,  the  Arrow  in  the  wake  of  the  Lulworth  doing  her  utmost  to 
get  on  the  weather  of  her  leader,  but  not  being  able  to  accomplish  this, 
she  tacked,  which  she  would  not  have  done  if  she  could  have  drawn  up 
or  got  to  windward  of  Lulworth,  because  when  the  latter  tacked,  which 
she  did  immediately,  it  brought  the  Arrow  dead  under  her  lee*     Shortly 
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after  this  manoBaTre  she  hauled  down  her  nunng  flag  and  resigned  the 
conteeti  not  we  beliere,  on  acconnt  of  her  springing  her  gaff  as  some 
hare  it.  The  Osprey  and  Wildfire  had  a  ^arp  contest  The  time  aft 
the  finish  was** 

h.  xn.  8. 

WUdflre  6  12    0 

Aiidaz e  17  so 

The  Amazon,  Thought^  and  Laura  resigned  the  contest  some  time 
prior* 

Mr.  Weld^s  success  with  his  vessels  proyes  the  soundness  of  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  constructed.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Arrow  was  built  firom  his  designs. 


h.  m.  s. 

Lolworth 5  31  SO 

Osprej 6    6  15 


NORFOLK  AND  SUFFOLK  YACHT  CLUB. 

Tan  club  held  its  second  meeting  for  the  season  on  Thursday,  July  6th^ 
on  the  pleasant  sheet  of  water  in  East  Norfolk  known  as  Wrozham  Broad. 
The  weather  authorities,  who  ha?e  been  leading  the  world  an  extraordinary 
life  during  the  last  few  weeks,  graciously  made  an  exception  in  fiivour  of  the 
dub,  and  allowed  the  sun  to  shine  for  a  few  hours  on  the  day  of  meetings 
to  the  no  small  delight  and  happiness  of  all  concerned.  This  advantage  was 
an  the  more  sudden  and  unexpected,  as  the  e?ening  before  was  marked  by  a 
slight  frost,  and  the  sncoeeding  days  have  been  distinguished  by  a  dull  fKgidity 
qnite  out  of  the  question  in  July,  Thursday  was,  in  fiict,  voted  as  the  first 
day  of  summer,  and  the  placid  old  Broad,  reflecting  charmingly  all  the 
vaiying  light  and  shadow  ftom  above,  welcomed  joyously  to  its  wide  bosom 
the  yachts,  latteens*  and  nondescript  craft  which  coursed  across  its  waters* 
The  gathering  of  the  club  at  Wroxham  seems  to  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
old  time  honoured  Wroxham  Regatta,  which  was  always  a  red  letter  day  in 
the  local  calender ;  but  nmtatis  mviandUf  things  go  on  much  the  same  as  of 
yore,  and  furnish  a  triumphant  answer  to  the  query  **  What's  in  a  name?  " 
But  to  keep  to  the  matter  in  hand.  A  considerable  number  of  yachts  and 
latteens  arrived  on  the  previous  evening  or  very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
were  careering  over  the  Broad  almost  as  soon  as  the  larks  began  to  rise  in 
the  blue  heavens.  The  wind  blew  steadily  from  the  north-west,  but  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  a  little  stronger  with  advantage.  About  eleven  a.m.,  the 
committee's  barge  firom  Mr  Green's  staithe>  at  Wroxham,  entered  the  Broad 
with  the  band  of  the  Norfolk  Yolnnteer  Artillery  on  board,  and  a  few  minutes 
after  noon — the  actual  time  was  12h.  21m.  Os.— the  start  was  effected  by  the 
three  cutter  yachts  which  were  to  enter  on  the  second  phase  of  the  competi- 
tion for  the  prize  of  £15.  This  prize,  it  wiU  be  remembered,  is  spread  over 
the  three  meetings  which  will  be  held  by  the  club  in  the  course  of  the  snm- 
iner,  and  the  winning  yacht  must  distance  her  competitcm  on  two  out  of 
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diree  oectnons.  Th«  winoer  at  the  first  meetiiig  at  Cantlej  wia  tbe  BelW- 
dere»  Mr.  T.  M.  Read,  of  Tamoath,  the  other  yachts  entered — ^the  Oberoo, 
Mr.  R.  E.  Morton,  of  Aylsham ;  and  the  Uiuoii,  Mr.  A.  J.  Chambertsin,  of 
Wroxham — not  completing  the  course.  The  Belvidere  at  Cantlej  had  mat- 
ters, in  fkct,  all  her  own  way,  bat  it  will  be  observed  that  on  Wrozham 
Broad  fortune  was  not  so  kind  to  her.  The  start,  as  stated  above,  took 
place  at  12h.  21m.,  and  the  Oberon  gradually  drew  ahead,  the  first  round 
being  completed  as  follows: — Oberon,  12h.  41m.  50s.;  Belvidere,  12h.  42m. 
4as.;  Union,  12h,  47m.  10s. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  round,  the  course  being  marked  by  buoys  Toood 
the  Broad,  the  Oberon  had  consequently  an  advantage  of  50s.  over  the  Bd- 
ridere,  but  the  latter  to  some  extent  recovered  her  lost  ground  in  makiag 
the  second  circuit  of  the  Broad,  the  time  at  which  each  yacht  again  passed 
the  committee's  head  quarters  being  recorded  thus. — Oberon  Ih.  10m.  448.; 
Belvidere  Ih.  llm.  158.;  Union  Ih.  I4m.  52s.  The  Belvidere  had  thus 
reduced  her  disadvantage  to  31s*,  but  in  the  third  round,  which  was  com- 
pleted as  follows,  she  again  lost  way — Oberon  Ih.  34m.  80s.;  Belvidere  Ih. 
35m.  29s.,  Union  Ih.  51m.  20s.  The  match,  as  will  be  readily  imspneda 
was  one  of  much  attraction*  as  it  is  not  often  that  two  yachts  keep  so  close 
together,  and  prove  themselves  so  nearly  equal.  As  the  Belvidere  won  at 
Cantley  and  the  Oberon  at  Wroxham,  the  closing  match  of  the  season  oa 
Oulton  Broad  will  be  invested  with  much  interest. 

The  match  between  latteens,  of  which  the  first  stage  was  proceeded  with 
at  Cantley,  followed.  The  arrangements  closely  resembled  those  in  the 
preceding  contest,  but  the  course,  which  was  the  same,  was  sailed  over  four 
times  instead  of  three.  The  entries  at  Cantley  were  the  Vampire,  Mr.  W. 
S.  Everett,  of  Cove;  the  Merlin  (known  as  the  Elizabeth),  Messrs.  J.  Foster 
and  A.  Hubbard,  Bnindal ;  and  the  Atalanta,  Col.  Wilson,  Beccles;  onlj  the 
Vampire  and  Merlin;  however,  proceeded  with  the  match  on  Thursday.  The 
start  took  place  about  half-past  two — to  be  precise  the  exact  dme  was  2h. 
25m.  15b.;  and  an  animated  and  lively  contest  it  will  he  observed  was  main« 
tained  throughout,  tbe  position  of  the  competitors  varying  greatly  at  inter- 
vals. The  first  and  second  rounds  were  completed  as  follows: — first  round. 
Merlin  3h.  14m.  Os.,  Vampire,  dh.  18m.  2s.;  second  rounds  Merlin  3h.  388., 
Vampire  3h.  44nL  41s. 

The  third  round  was  keenly  contested,  the  times  being  respectively  4h. 
llm.  15s.,  and  4h.  llm.  50s.,  but  the  Merlin  was  eventually  the  winner 
completing  the  match  at  4h.  81m.  37s.  The  time  of  the  Vampire  was  not 
officially  recorded  at  the  close.  As  the  Vampire  was  the  winner  at  Cantley, 
the  tables  were  turned  at  Wroxham,  as  in  the  previous  match,  and  since 
Cantley  and  Wroxham  dissgree,  it  will  have  to  be  left  to  Oulton  to  dedde. 

Nothing  further  was  done  in  the  matter  of  the  Challenge  Cup,  which  was 
competed  for  at  Cantley  by  tbe  Enchantress  and  the  Belvidere,  and  won  by 
the  former.  It  was  stated  at  first  that  a  second  trial  would  probablj  take 
places  but  the  matter  may  now  be  taken  as  decided.  The  committee  womid 
up  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  which  passed  ofT  ?ery  pleasantly,  by  dining 
together  in  the  evening. 
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SOUTHAMPTON  WEST  QUAY  AMATEUR  EEGATTA. 

This  event,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Major,  F.  PerlupSi  Esq.,  came 

off  on  Wednesday,  11th  July,  under  the  moat  favourable  auspices.    The 

eairly  mom  preaeuted  a  gloomy  appearance,  but  aa  the  rain  had  been » 

stTfttiger  to  the  locality  during  the  previous  fortnight,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 

aa  noon  approached  everything,  both  aa  regards  wind  and  weather,  would  be 

most  cheering.    A  gentle  breeze  sprang  up  at  mid-day^  and  an  excelleiit 

afternoon's  sport  was  the  result.    This  spirited  club  has  gained  for  itself 

some  considerable  notice  in  the  town,  owing  to  the  indefatigable  and  enter- 

priaing  spirit  which  pervades  one  and  all  of  the  members.    We  have  on 

fimner  occasions  given  a  history  of  the  origin  of  this  clob^  and,  therefore^ 

although  another  generation  has  sprung  up  since  its  original  fonnation,  wa 

may  be  excused  from  reiterating  what  is  patent  to  all,  that  the  present  mem- 

bera  are  worthy  scions  of  their  predecessors.    Through  the  kindness  pf  Capt. 

Corke,  the  Superintendent  of  R.  M.  Isle  of  Wight  Steam  Packet  Company, 

one  of  their  steamers,  the  Ruby,  was  lent  for  the  occasion,  as  the  committee 

▼eaaeU  which  was  moored  off  the  Royal  Pier,  on  board  of  which  was  the 

Maraillia's  Band,  under  its  leader,  Mr.  J.  Williams.    There  was  a  very  large 

party  on  board,  including  the  mayor  and  the  elUe  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  first  match  was  for  a  Purse  of  X20,  for  yachts  not  exceeding  12  tons* 
1  minute  per  ton,  and  for  which  there  were  the  following  entries,  which  we 
have  noted  in  the  order  of  their  arrival,  although  differipg  materially  from 
the  order  in  which  the  start  was  effected : — 

TfumhertdoB  in  Hunfi  Yacht  Lutjor  1860. 


Ko. 

234 
1073 

761 
354 


If tmes  of  Taciits. 


Don  Juan 
Why  Hot 
Quiver  ... 
JTolly 


Rig. 


Tons. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


10 

8 

12 

12 


Owners. 


W.  Cooper,  Esq. 
C.  J.  Gray,  Esq. 
Capt.  Chamberlayne 
W.  8.  Parry,  Esq. 


'  The  yachts  having  taken  their  stations,  at  gunfire  they  severally  started 
with  a  light  breeze  from  the  northward.  The  Why  Not  was  the  first  to  get 
away,  and  worked  up  the  river  with  the  breeze,  while  the  others  remained 
almost  motionless,  and  in  a  cluster.  The  Why  Not  rounded  the  first  mark 
at  least  five  minutes  in  advance  of  her  competitors,  and  then  bore  away 
down  the  river  with  a  pleasant  breeze  and  the  ebb  in  her  favour,  whilst  the 
others  got  jammed  in  with  the  ebb,  and  had  considerable  difficulty  in  working 
against  the  tide,  so  that  on  returning  past  the  pier  the  Why  Not  had  a  lead 
of  12  minutes.  1  he  Folly,  shortly  after  the  start,  took  the  ground,  but  was 
soon  got  off.  On  passing  the  pier  they  were  in  the  following  order:— Wli^T 
Mot  1,  Quiver  2,  Folly  3,  and  Don  Juan  last;  but  this  was  not  of  loog 
doration,  as  will  be  observed  at  the  completion  of  each  round.    The  coime 
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extended  down  the  river  as  far  as  H.M.S.  Dauntless,  moored  off  the  Victoria 
Hospital,  and  back,  round  the  markvesseli  moored  about  a  mile  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  pier ;  three  times  round  the  course,  and  tinished  as  foUowa: — 
Don  Juan,  6h.  5m.  Os. ;  Why  Not,  6h.  25m.  Os. ;  Quiver,  6h.  28m.  30s. 

This  was  a  well-contested  match,  and  the  breeze  freshened  as  the  day  ad- 
vanced. It  appeared  that  the  Why  Not,  shortly  after  gaining  the  advantage, 
ran  into  a  calm,  where  she  remained  until  the  others  brought  .the  breeze  op 
to  her,  and  eventually  placed  her  a  bad  second. 

Second  match,  a  Prize  of  ^10,  for  sailing  boats;  time  race;  1^  mioute 
per  foot ;  to  start  at  noon.  First  prize  a  piece  of  silver  plate,  value  £7^ 
second  JC2,  third  £1 .  As  the  matches  were  severally  sailed  under  the  same 
favourable  auspices,  we  merely  give  the  order  and  time  of  their  arrival : — 
Thought,  G.  Collis,  5h.  28m.  SOs. ;  Squall,  F.  Fox,  5h.  38m.  Os. ;  Gipsy, 
G.  Gray,  5h.  43m.  Os.;  Haidee,  R.  Voller,  6h.  15m.  Os.;  Lily,  IL  Rose- 
man,  6h.  30m.  Os. 

Third  match,  for  Sail  Boats  of  23  feet  and  under ;  time  race ;  one  minute 
per  foot;  to  start  at  one  o'clock;  first  prize  £5,  second  £3  lOs,  third 
£2  10,  fourth  £l  10s,  fifth  lOs. r-^Flirt,  T.  Gibbons,  5h.  38m.  Os.;  Frolic, 
H.  Gibbons,  5h.  38m.  30s. ;  Morning  Star,  C.  Beavis,  5h.  55m.  Os. ;  Daring, 
W.  Beavis,  not  timed ;  Surprise,  W.  Mountebank,  not  timed. 

Fourth  match  for  Punts  under  12  feet,  which  was  decided  as  follows : — Uero» 
J.  Shergole,  1 ;  Elfin,  J.  Duncombe,  2  ;  Lily,  D.  Parker,  3 ;  Emerald,  C. 
Lesser,  4 ;  Lark,  J.  Ockleford,  5.  . 

The  fifth  match  was  between  four- oared  galleys,  open  to  the  coast,  for  ft 
Silver  Goblet  of  the  value  of  £10,  given  by  his  worship  the  Mayor  of  South- 
ampton, in  heats.  This  was  most  decidedly  the  match  of  the  day,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  describe  the  excitement  which  prevailed  among  the  respective 
competitors.  The  Excelsior  was  last  year  the  pride  of  the  Solent,  as  con- 
firmed at  the  several  ports  in  which  she  presented  herself,  bj  carrying  every- 
thing away  with  her,  and  beating  with  ease  the  Lord  Warden,  at  Hastings. 
The  latter  galley,  however,  had  on  the  present  occasion  as  fine  a  crew  as  we 
have  ever  witnessed— -thorough  bone  and  sinew.  They  went  in  with  a  de- 
termination, taking  back  with  them  the  Mayor's  present  as  a  consolation  for 
their  defeat  of  last  year  on  their  own  waters.  The  following  were  the  com- 
petitors, and  the  race  was  decided  in  two  heats: — Lord  Warden,  Hastings, 
G.  Wenham  ;  Queen,  Southampton,  G.  Dashwood;  Excelsior,  Southampton, 
J.  W.  Barnard ;  Unknown,  Southampton,  G.  CoUings. 

An  excellent  start  was  effected,  but  it  was  evident  from  the  onset  that  the 
Lord  Warden  and  her  crew  could  do  as  they  liked  with  the  others  ;  they 
became  an  easy  victor  in  each  heat.  In  the  second  heat  there  was  about  i  1 
seconds  difference  between  the  two.  The  Queen  was  manned  by  the  eel  - 
brated  coachmakers  of  Newport. 

The  following  boat  races  followed,  but  deserves  no  further  remarks  firo  i 
us  than  the  order  of  their  return,  which  was  nearly  the  same  in  each  heat. 

First  race,  for  a  Prize  of  five  guineas,  for  two-oared  galleys,  manned  I  f 
Kmateurs  of  Southampton:— White  Swallow,  J.  Ivimy;  Champion,  Mr.  Sain 
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Second  race,  a  Prize  of  15  sovereigns,  for  four-oared  galleys,  open  to  the 
coast ;  first  boat  jg?  lOs.,  second  £5,  third  £2  lOs.— Lord  Warden,  W. 
Wen  man,  1 ;  Excelsior,  J.  W.  Barnard,  2;  Unknown,  G.  CoUings,  3 ;  Qaeen, 
G.  Dash  wood,  4;  Gazette,  E.  Flux,  5. 

Third  race,  for  Three  Silver  Medals,  each  value  £2  10s.  contested  for 
by  two-oared  galleys,  manned  by  amateurs  belonging  to  Southampton,  which 
were  won  by  White  Swallow,  beating  Champion  and  Beauty  in  the  order 
placed. 

A  Prize  of  eight  sovereigns  for  four- oared  galleys,  then  came  off,  manned 
by  amateurs  belonging  to  Southampton,  or  the  crews  of  galleys  who  had  not 
won  a  prize  in  either  of  the  four- oared  matches ;  first  boat  £5,  second  £2 
third  ^1.:— Queen  of  Newport,  G.  Dashwood,  1;  Gazelle,  of  East  Cowes, 
£.  Flux,  2 ;  Unknown,  of  Southampton,  8. 

Id  the  foregoing  galley  matches,  we  may  remark  that  the  Unknown  took 
the  start  in  every  match,  but  the  crew  were  not  up  to  the  mark,  their  practice 
had  been  confined  to  four  trial  trips,  and  those  were  between  Southampton, 
Eling,  and  Cracknore  Hnrd,  with  refreshment  at  intervals. 

A  Duck  Hunt  concluded  the  day's  entertainment.  In  closing  our  account, 
we  must  not  omit  to  say  that  the  spectators  are  indebted  to  the  committee, 
Messrs.  Starks,  Stockham,  and  Smith,  aided  by  Mr.  Secretary  Obree,  for 
their  meritorious  exertions  in  getting  up  a  good  day's  sport. 


WINDERMERE  SAILING  CLUB  MATCHES. 

Oh  the  10th  June  the  following  boats  belonging  to  this  club,  came  to  their 
buoys  at  half-past  ten  a.m.,  to  sail  for  a  challenge  cup,  to  belong  to  the 
winner  of  this  race,  if  won  two  years  in  succession,  this  race  being  the  first 
for  the  cup.  Zephyr,  J.  R.  Bridson,  Esq.;  Wave  Crest,  G.J.  Ridehalgh,  Esq.; 
Mayflower,  H.  Buckle,  Esq.;  Pearl,  U.  Gibson,  Esq.;  Meteor,  S.  Taylor,  Esq., 
Wild  Duck,  J.  Buck,  Esq.;  Edith,  T.  Littledale,  Esq.;  Gazelle,  G.  Ridehalgh, 
Esq.;  Extravaganza,  W.  Tomkyns,  Esq.;  Mosquito,  G.  A.  Aufrere,  Esq. 

The  allowance  for  inferior  length  from  stem  to  stem,  1^  minutes  per  foot, 
length  of  course,  nineteen  miles,  starting  fi*om  off  the  ferry  where  the  boats 
were  moored,  rounding  a  buoy  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  thence  round  a  buoy 
at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  back  to  a  flag-boat  anchored  off  the  head  of 
Belle  Isle,  and  nearly  opposite  Bowness.  The  wind  was  light  and  shifting 
during  the  day,  and  intermixed  with  calms.  The  boats  got  off  at  lib.  At 
the  lower  buoy  the  Meteor  caught  a  slant  of  wind  which  took  her  very  con- 
siderably ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  boats,  (which  were  becalmed)  and  this 
advantage  she  retained  throughout  the  race.  The  boats  rounded  the  flag- 
boat  in  the  following  order:— Meteor  4h.  36m.  3s.,  Mosquito  4h.  49m.  50s.f 
Mayflower  4h.  56m.  41s.,  Wave  Crest,  4h.  59m.,  31s.,  Extravaganza  5h.  Om. 
68.,  Gazelle  5h.  2m.  538.,  the  other  boats  were  not  timed. 

Second  day, — Same  hour  of  starting,  same  course,  and  pretty  nearly  the 
same  weather,  prize,  two  silver  goblets,  the  following  started:  Mosquito, 
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Zephyr,  Wild  Dack,  Meteor,  ExtrayagaDai,  Majflower,  Grtzelle,  Wave  Crest, 
and  Edith;  the  EztraTagaDxa  pasted  up  the  lake  leading,  followed  by  Moa- 
qoito,  Mayflower,  Wave  Crest  and  Meteor  and  came  in  as  follows: — ^Eitra* 
vaganza  4h.  21m.  30m.,  Mosquito  4h.  24m.  64».^  Mayflower  4h.  25m.  598., 
(second  by  time),  Meteor,  4h.  2am.  SOs.  Wave  Crest  4h.  29ra.  49a.,  the  rest 
w&K  not  timed. 

Hkird  day* — On  the  13th  a  race  for  a  handsome  silver  tankard,  the  gift  of 
Joseph  Bridson,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  club,  took  place,  the  winners  on  the 
previous  days  being  barred  out.  Same  course  and  hour  of  atartiBg.  The 
Wave  Crest,  Edith,  Mosquito,  Gazelle,  Wiki  Duck,  Pearl  and  Blayflower 
effected  a  good  start  with  a  tolerable  breeze,  which  soon  so  freshened  as  to 
make  some  Of  the  boats  douse  topsails,  and  others  shift  jibs.  Mosquito  was  at 
one  time  two  miles  ahead,  but  the  wind  dropping  some  of  the  other  boats 
came  up  to  her  about  the  Ferry.  Off*  the  head  of  Belle  Isle,  the  wiod  was 
better,  and  away  they  went  to  the  head  of  the  lake  in  good  style,  there 
was  a  beat  back  and  a  fresher  breeze  which  brought  them  in  as  follows:— 
Mosquito  3h.  52m.  538.,  Mayflower  8h.  58m.  128.,  Wave  Crest  4h.  2m.  86a., 
Gazelle,  4h.  2m.  55s.,  the  others  were  not  timed. 

It  is  impossible  to  decide  which  boat  is  the  best,  as  the  winds  are  so  varia- 
ble, so  pufiy,  often  light  and  as  often  calm,  that  no  boat  can  get  a  fair  chance. 
A  slant  of  wind  has  often  given  the  race  to  a  boat  which  would  have  had  a 
poor  chance  had  the  wind  blown  strong  and  steady:  1 1  minutes  per  foot  is  a 
great  allowance  to  make,  and  one  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  the 
larger  boats  can  hardly  stand. 

REGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

Aug.  6  and  7— Hastings  Regatta. 

6, 7,  and  8— Royal  Victoria  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 

7  and  8 — Carlingford  Lough  Regatta. 

8 — ^King's  Lynn  Regatta. 

9— Lough  Swilley  Regatta. 
13— Birkenhead  Model  Tacht  Club  Closing  Match. 
18— Weymouth  Royal  Regatta. 
13  and  1 4 —Cardiff  Regatta. 
16— Boston  Yacht  Club  Regatta. 
16— Great  Yarmouth  Regatta. 
16  and  17— Royal  Western  Yacht  Club,  Plymouth. 
16  anda7— Talkin  Tarn  Amateur  Regatta. 
18—Clyde  Model  facht  Club  Challenge  Cup  at  Largs. 
23— Royal  Harwich  and  Eastern  Coast  Regatta. 
23— Royal  Welsh  Regatta. 
24— Torbaj  Regatta. 
29— Royal  Bristol  Regatta. 
SI— Glasgow  Royal  Regatta  begins. 

AU  eammunieaiions  io  be  addressed  to  the  Editor^  6,  New  Church  Sf.,  ^    V 
HUNT  h  Co.,  Printer*,  6,  K«w  Cbanb  StNvt,  Edgwart  BoiidL 
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CHAPTER  X. 

In  an  excellent  treatise  on  **  Sails  and  Sailmaking,  &c./'  written 
by  Mr.  Robert  Kipping,  n.a.,  and  published  by  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  of 
Leadenhall  Street ;  he  quotes  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  W. 
Edmund  Sadler,  sailmaker,  Limehouse,  London,  conveying  his 
opinions  as  to  the  way  fore  and  aft  sails  should  be  made  to  secure 
their  standing  flat  when  set. 

As  it  should  be  the  object  of  every  writer,  no  matter  upon  what 
subject,  to  quote  as  many  authorities  in  relation  to  that  subject 
as  possible,  I  would  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  yachtsmen  to  Mr. 
Sadler's  views  relative  to  the  method  of  obtaining  flat  standing 
sails.  I  quote  some  preliminary  remarks  of  his  from  the  above 
mentioned  work* 

''  I  consider  the  recent  device  of  lacing  the  mainsail  to  the  boom 

for  flatness,  an  unnecessary  craven  giving  it  up.     Let  it  be  flat  by 

cut  and  make»  not  by  lacing,  forcing,  and  girting.     It  can  be.     But 

I  see  that  the  combinatio^of  perfect  flatness,  with  a  bold  roundness 

of  after-leech,  generally  bafles  the  skill  of  the  maker.    The  one  is 

commonly  sacrificed  to  the  other.      A  concave  body  is  obtained 

by  the  ordinary  method  of  securing  a  round  leech  ;  and  the  former 

is  ten  times  worse  than  the  absence  of  the  latter." 

In  corroboration  of  this  opinion  as  to  the  lacing  of  sails,  I  quote 

Continaed  from  page  188. 
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an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Lapthorne  of  Gosport,  one  of  the 
best  racing  sail-makers  we  have. 

March  28th  1856/' 

**  We  quite  agree  with  you  that  all  sails  should  be  made  to  stand 
as  flat  as  posssble,  this  is  what  we  aim  at.  We  do  not  hold  wUh 
sails  being  laced  to  the  boom  for  vessels  of  any  size^  and  unless  avessd 
has  very  fine  Knes^  it  is  a  great  injury^  it  does  not  give  sufficient  Kfe^ 
which  a  vessel  at  cJlfuB  lined  requires,*' 

Long  previously  to  hearing  either  of  the  above  (pinions,  I  tried 
lacing  the  ^mainsails  on  the  booms  of  a  small  racing  cutter  and  a 
large  one ;  in  perfectly  smooth  water  they*went  very  weU,  but  not  so 
last  as  when  the  lacing  was  cast  off,  for  the  moment  we  got  into  a 
jump  of  a  sea  both  vessels  became  as  it  were  bound  up  and  loat 
speed  considerably,  which  they  recovered  again  the  moment  the 
boom  lacing  was  cast  off;  in  both  instances  we  tried  the  vessels 
alongside  cutters  of  known  speed  :  they  were  of  modem  build  and 
moderately  fine  lined.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Sadler's  observation  as 
to  the  rounded  after  leech,  many  a  time  and  oft  have  I  heard  it 
made  the  sine  qua  non  when  an  order  was  given  to  sail-makers— 
without  a  single  allusion  being  made  to  the  chance  of  thereby  getdi^ 
a  very  hollow  bodied  sail. 

In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Kipping,  Mr.  Sadler  goes  on  to  say 

**  It  is  well  to  be  ready  to  communicate  thoughts  and  informatioiiy 
the  result  of  careful  experiments,  with  a  view  to  attainmeat  of  an 
object  of  universal  desire.  Whilst  there  are  some  vessels,  of  different 
sorts  and  varying  sizes,  for  which  fast  sailing  is  very  little  or  not  at 
all  desired,  for  the  great  majority  of  vessels  speed  is  necessary  for 
profit,  and  in  many  it  is  the  indisputable  condition  of  their  b^ng 
employed  at  all.  And  steersmen  experience  great  pleasure  when 
their  vessels  acquit  themselves  properly  in  sailing. 

*^  To  out-distance  a  fleet  of  vessels  on  a  course  is  esteemed  a  victory. 
Fast  sailing  qualities,  in  most  vessels,  are  of  the  first  importance* 
As  for  the  others,  to  talk  about  smart  standing  sails  for  them  is  a 
sheer  waste  of  breath.  Xhey  would  not  be  appreciated.  A  ta  • 
paulin  maker,  especially  ii^  by  a  lean,  narrow  seamed,  shaking  foe  , 
and  high  tack,  &c.,  &c«,  he  uses  less  canvas  than  others,  would  mo  > 
likely  prove  for  such  the  most  acceptable  sail-maker.  Experien  » 
testifies  to  the  corroboration  of  this  remark.  For  such  vesaei.  , 
ugliness  of  sails,  or  want  of  adaptation  to  speed  is  quite  out  of  co 
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gideration.  To  the  matters  of  tliese  dumb  dodgers,  crab  crawling 
vesselSf  the  all  important  thing  in  a  sail  is-^to  be  able  io  see  under  U. 
This  is,  however,  the  exception—  the  rule  holds,  nevertheless.  Speed 
is,  however,  generally  desirable,  and  I  have  known  really  fast  vessels 
made  slow  by  bad  standing  sail,  to  the  intense  mortification  of  their 
sailing  masters.  This  is  well  understood  amongst  cutters  and 
dippers* 

**  Since  the  signal  victory  gained  by  the  yacht  *  America,'  over 
the  *  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,'  it  seems  to  have  burst  upon  the 
minds  of  most  nautical  men  as  a  discovery,  that  perfect  fiatness  of 
sails  facilitates  speed.     But-  by  many  this  has  been  received  as  a 
settled  point  for  the  last  30  years.     Whilst  going  to  windward,  the 
amount  of  canvas  occupied  by  a  concave  surface,  or  hollowness  in 
the  body  of  the  sail,  is  equivalent  to  its  total  absence — ^the  wind 
does  not  act  upon  it,  scarcely  touches  it.     Some  have  ignorantly 
supposed  a  hollow  necessary  for  *  draft,'  as  they  call  it ;  imagining, 
that  a  plane  surface  could  only  propel  transversely,  or  push  sideways, 
bat  could  not  possibly  send  a  vessel  ahead.     But  it  is  easily  made  to 
to  appear  otherwise.     If  one  end  of  the  boom  was  festened  to  the 
stem  post  as  the  other  end  is  to  the  mast — if,  when  sailing,  tlie 
boom  did  not  make  an  angle  with  the  keel,  there  would  then,  indeed, 
be  ground  for  such  supposition.     But  the  boom  and  keel  when  sail- 
ing, always  make  an  angle ;  and  the  freer  the  wind  to  the  desired 
course,  the  more  obtuse  the  angle.     Thus,  then,  the  boom  always 
standing  off  aft,  all  the  pressure  received  by  the  sail  sends  forward 
the  force,  and  so,  of  course,  propels  the  vessel  ahead.     Moreover, 
hollowness  causes  the  sail  often  to  catch  the  wind  under  its  lee, 
sending  th^boom  inwards,  but  from  the  direction  of  the  boom,  it  is 
obvious  every  such  push  is  a  push  of  the  vessel  astern.     The  sum  is 
this : — First,  flatness  of  sail  is  required  in  order  that  all  the  canvas 
in  it  may  do  duty,  and  do  it  well.     And  secondly,  the  angular  posi- 
tion of  the  boom,  or  'its  standing  off'  aft,  more  or  less,  according 
to  the  relative  direction  of  the  vessel's  course  with  the  wind,  directs 
the  entire  propulsion  forward.     Hence,  when  a  vessel  receives  the 
wind  abeam  she  does  not  proceed  in  the  direction  of  her  beam,  viz  , 
sidewayB,  but  goes  steadily  and  rapidly  ahead.     I  hope  it  is  sulfi- 
ciently  plain.     I  offer  these  remarks  on  this  point — the  necessity  of 
JUUmss  of  sail  to  speed — as  the  result  of  reasoning  founded  on  testi- 
mony, observation,  and  experience.     Having  thus  shown  why  it  is 


376  hunt's  TACHTINa  MAGAZINE. 

that  flatness  of  sail  is  found  to  facilitate  speed,  I  now  piocesd  to  set 
forth  the  way  to  make  sails  stand  flat  without  incurring  detriment  in 
other  respects.  There  is  a  natural  tendency  in  a  body  of  any 
description  of  cloth,  from  a  calico  bed  sheet  up  to  a  fore-and-aft 
mainsail,  to  describe  a  concave,  or  (all  into  a  hollow,  when  erpanded 
to  the  wind.  This  I  will  suppose  to  be  acknowledged.  WelU  in  a 
sail  this  hollow  is  proved  to  be  detrimental.  Agreed.  Well,  then, 
the  coast  is  so  far  clear.  The  first  problem  hence  arising,  is,  how 
safely  to  proceed  to  counteract  this  natural  tendancy  without  entafl- 
ing  an  opposite  evil,  as,  for  instance,  a  hollow  leech-— or,  in  odier 
and  plainer  words,  how  to  make  a  well  standing  and  handsome  sail 
of  a  lithe  article  called  canvas,  say  a  fore-and-aft  mainsail.  First, 
the  cid;  secondly,  the  creasing  of  seams;  thirdly  the  spreading  and 
creasmg  q(  tahUngs  ;  fourthly,  the  roping.  First,  the  cut.  Proceed 
from  the  tack.  22  cloths  in  the  sail,  6  in  mast,  and  16  in  head» 
suppose,  the  proportion  about  the  following* 
dothB.  Foot-gores.  Mut-gorei. 

IV.  IF. 

1     58* 

2     H      48 

8     „      54 

4     t,      69 

5    „     59  Head-goref. 

6    ,•     54  IH. 

7     n      n      I5J 

8     -      f,      11 

9     n      9 

10     % ».      „      8 

11     S     „     7  Slack. 

12    2     -     ^i  '"• 

13    43     „     6}    If 

14     „      , 6       1 

15     „      „     6 I 

16  ,    „    6    .....: 2 

17     M      J •      6       2 

18     1      I , 6       8 

19     2.    ^ „     6       8 

20     4      ► „      6       5 

22     12     ff ,      6       8 

<*  Tack  of  sail  at  first  setting,  when  forced  down  to  be  only  a  few 
inches  above  the  boom,  instead  of  a  few  feet  as  usual.  Throat  at 
proper  place  at  first ;  the  diagonal  stretching  at  the  clew,  or  boom- 
end,  to  be  provided  for  at  the  ckw^  by  cutting  up,  and  not  at  the 

*  Tills  single  gore  cut  with  a  round. 

t  This  slack  is  almost  too  much  at  leech  for  the  plan.  Bather  under  ^  Inch 
per  yard  of  leech  cloth,  instead  of  1  inch,  is  the  rule  for  this  plan;  and  same 
for  two  cloths. 
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throat,  as  is  customary.  By  providing  for  the  drop  of  boom  by 
means  of  keeping  down  the  throat,  as  the  sail  stretches  down  at  the 
boom-end  it  gets  hoisted  higher  at  the  throat ;  and  so  after  the  sail 
has  ceased  stretching,  the  tack  is  many  feet  above  the  boom,  which 
is  a  great  waste  of  space,  and  gives  the  vessel  the  labour  of  a  tall 
mast  for  nothing.  There  are  special  appliances  for  hauling  up  the 
tack  when  necessary ;  why  neutralize  the  use  of  these,  and  thereby 
waste  large  space,  by  having  the  tack,  when  hauled  down  to  the 
uttermost,  three  or  four  feet,  and  often  more,  above  the  boom  ? 

**  Secondly. — ^Ihe  creasing  of  seams^  3  feet  8  inches  round  in  foot 
from  tack  to  sheet. 

Width  of  Seams  Length  of  taper  of 

Glotht.                                      at  Foot.  Seams  at  foot. 

IH.  rr.  IH. 

I      2j         2  3 

3     2J         2  9 

3      sj         3  0 

4     4           4  4 

5     4\         ; 4  6 

6      4l         5  0 

7      4|         5  10 

8      a\         6  10 

9      4}         8  4 

10     5<p        9  4 

n      65  A    10  9 

12      5^3  9  10 

13     5-Sj 8  9 

14      5«|*g  6  10 

15      6^  a  5  6 

16      50  6  4 

17      5  4  10 

18      4|  4  8 

19     4}  4  6 

20 4  3  10 

21      3i  ,....  3  0 

22  Leech-tabling 

%*  Depth  of  taper  and  width  of  Beams  at  foot  to  be  partiallj  regulated  by 
amount  of  round  in  foot,  which  varies.  Some  would  order  5  feet  round,  and 
some  only  2  feet  for  this  sail 

This  style  of  rariation  of  taper  is  of  vast  importance. 

These  figures  merely  indicate  the  principle  of  the  plan. 

'*  Top  of  first  nine  cloths,  numbering  from  tack,  |  inch.  Top  of 
last  12  cloths  \  inch  harei  the  first  9  slightly  tapered  down  a  few 
feet  at  discretion  ;  the  last  12  tapered  down  about  1 1  feet,  or  12  feet, 
to  the  width  of  1|  inch/t<fi^  and  continued  exactly  this  width  down 
to  the  foot  taper.  Leech-tabling  7  inches  wide  at  clew,  12  inches 
wide  at  extreme  peak,  and  3  inches  hare  at  middle ;  crease  lightly 
at  bench,  then  spread  it  carefully,  form  it  with  curve  exact,  and  rub 
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itdovn  on  floor;  when  tabled,  tub  it  down  brisklj  like  a 
The  cunre  from  dew  yeij  sodden,  bringing  it  to  4  inches  wide^  3  feet 
6  inches  up  from  the  dew  holes,  and  to  3  inches  wide  0  fcet  up. 
Top  of  leech-tabling  gradually  taperod  down  nearly  half  the  lengtii 
of  the  leech — a  little  sudden  at  the  peak.  Thus  the  head-tabling 
will  cause  the  leech*tabling  at  top  to  dear  the  leedi-seam  by  the 
distance  of  about  two  inches.  The  old  plan  of  aiUmfUng  to  form  a 
round  leech,  partly  by  wide  seams  at  the  head,  instead  of  bebg  a 
necessary  device  for  counteracting  the  natural  tendency  of  cloth  to 
belly,  greatly  adds  to  that  tendency ;  and,  consequently,  adds  nothing  to 
the  leech-round.  None  but  a  bad  reasoner  would  have  hit  upon  such 
a  method.  We  all,  without  thought  or  question,  derived  the  plan  from 
old  custom,  and  just  carried  it  out  as  a  simple  matter  of  course. 
The  style  of  taper  at  foot  of  seams,  here  set  forth,  exactly  counter- 
acts a  common  tendency  in  mainsails  to  fall  off  and  shake,  describing, 
by  a  gilt,  curve  upwards,  terminating  a  little  above  the  sheet  and  a 
little  above  the  tack ;  and  when  a  stunted  taper  is  adopted  to  prevent 
the  shaking  of  the  foot,  the  curved  falling  off  of  sail  from  the  boom 
will  still  appear,  forming  a  deep  belly  between  the  foot  tabling  and 
centre  of  the  sail. 

"  Thirdly. — Spreading  and  creasing  of  Tablings. — Head. — Sudden 
curve,  downwards  at  throat,  tapered  up  the  head  about  one-third 
the  length  of  the  head ;  thence  onwards  to  the  peak — ^the  remaining 
two-thirds  perfectly  straighi.  Kather  than  round  it  here,  as  is 
common,  I  would  hollow  it,  especially  at  the  peak,  this  bring  the 
lesser  of  two  unnecessary  evils.  The  foot  is  sufficiently  described. — 
Mast. — First,  4  feet  6  inches,  moderate  round,  to  receive  the  great 
and  sudden  girt  strain  about  3  feet  6  inches  above  the  tack ;  next 
12  feet,  very  hollow^  especially  below,  graduated  above  to  a  straight, 
and  continued  straight  for  several  feet ;  last  3  feet  9  inches  fall  in 
suddenly  and  much  (the  upper  mast  hole  3  feet  3  inches  down, 
next  one  2  feet  10  inches,  next  2  holes  2  feet  8  inches;  fifth  hole, 
2  feet  4  inches,  and  all  the  rest  below  two  feet  apart)  Beware  of 
any,  the  least  round  at  the  variation  of  gore  bdow  the  throat,  the 
several  feet  of  straight  will  help. 

Fourthly. — Roping. — Mast. — First  6  feet  slack  canvas,  rope  to 
receive  the  force  of  the  bruising  down  of  the  tack ;  all  the  rest  rather 
slack  rope.  Sead^ — As  much  slack  in  the  canvas  as  the  small  rope 
can  be  made  fairly  to  take  the  (smaller  the  rope  the  greater  the 
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susc^tibility  of  stretching ;)  the  head  rope  to  be  rather  tight  to  the 
laat  days  of  the  saiL  Leech. — Slack -rope  all  the  way  to  first  reef, 
then  even  2  feet,  and  then  moderate  slack  canvas  to  the  foot  seam*— 
at  the  clew-holes  canvas  extremely  slack ;  there  may  be  six  stitches 
of  slack  canvas  just  below  the  peak  cringle,  but  not  more.  JFo^.— 
Slack-ropey  about  2  inches  per  3  feet,  nearly  to  the  tack— h  er 
eaaa  the  canvas  for  2  feet. 

**  Whilst  this  proportion  of  clothi  6  mast  and  16  head,  is  not  un* 

common,  I  judge  that  7  by  14  would  be  very  much  better.      For 

jibs  and  foresails  precisely  the  same  prindpU^  but  in  less  dq;ree. 

Taper  ef  foot-seams  about  2  feet  3  inches  deep  at  tack  and  sheet, 

and  about  4  feet  6  inches  at  middle  seam ;  some  degree  of  curve  in 

leech-tabling,  having  very  sudden  round  at  clew,  and  some  round  at 

head.    Also  a  little  taper  at  top  of  leech-seam  as  mainsail.    Sudden 

round  on  stay  to  receive  the  girt  strain  from  clew,   thence  upwards 

very  slight  round  to  upper  stay  hole,  then  fall  in  rather  suddenly  at 

head,  especially  when  there  are  no  stay  holes*     Some  methods  that 

I  have  seen  for  providing  for  the  clew-girt  strain  are  ridiculous ; 

such  as,  by  very  long  foot-taper  of  tack-seams,  and  hoUow-Uech  at 

clew ;  many  make  no  provision  for  it  at  all,  and  the  strong  girt  from 

sheet  to  stay  forms  the  appearance  of  two  sails,  and  is  a  wretched  afiair. 

**  Gaff-topsail,  100  yards  of  canvas,  say ;     Mast^  round  about  12 

or  13  feet  up  from  tack,  suddenly  upwards ;  then  a  sudden  hollow 

extending  about  7  feet  up,  graduated  to  a  straight,  to  be  continued 

to  the  throat 

*'  The  foregoing  is  not  merely  intellectual  theory  and  mental 
speculation,  but  the  result  of  operative  experiments  in  sail-making, 
for  yachts  and  smacks  cM^y,  extending  over  a  period  of  20  years ; 
conjoined  with  observation  and  reasoning.  Not  an  iota  of  the  methods 
set  forth  is  unnecessary  to  the  avoidance  of  defects,  or  to  the  obtain- 
ing of  the  desired  end.  Everything  has  been  long  and  often  tested 
in  connection  with  high-spirited  and  fastidious  steersmen,  to  whom 
a  thread  awry  is  an  exciting  cause  of  hot  indignation.  By  the  above 
method  sails  have  been  pronounced  the  best  standing  ever  seen ; 
and  one  vessel  in  particular,  which,  though  well  formed,  sailed  badly, 
was^  through  sails  so  made,  said  to  sail  well  This  did  seem  con- 
firmatory of  the  correctness  of  the  plan*  Moreover,  on  independant 
reflection,  apnori^  the  plan  seems  more  natural  than  others*  For 
instance,  it  appears  highly  unreasonable  to  bag  a  sail  by  wide  seams 
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at  head,  tapered  down  narrow,  and  then  relieve  it  by  excessive  slack 
in  leech  cloths.  Such  wide  seams  do  not  round  the  leech ;  tlieir 
effect  is  consumed  in  hollowness  of  the  body.  The  consumption  of 
canvas  is  about  3  yards  per  hundred  more  than  by  the  old  plan ;  the 
extra  width  of  foot-seams  is  partly  compensated  for  by  the  diminution 
of  the  head -seams,  as  the  above  shows.  By  sewing  all  the  advag^ 
together  singly,  less  canvas  would  doubtless  be  required  than  by  any 
existing  plan,  but  it  would  not  answer.  Of  course  if  a  larger  space 
be  covered  there  must  be  additional  canvas  to  do  it ;  and  so,  if  you 
fill  up  a  vacancy  at  the  tack,  and  have  more  round  in  the  foot  than 
before,  considerably  more  canvas  will  be  required.  This  is  purely 
optional,  if  thereby,  there  he  too  muck  sail  far  ike  vessel^  shorteQ 
your  mast  and  so  lighten  the  lumber;  but  to  waste  large  space  at 
tack,  having  pulleys  for  the  special  purpose  of  raising  it  when 
necessary,  and  compensate  for  the  loss  by  extra  length  of  mast,  is 
seen  to  be  unwise  immediately  it  is  pointed  out.  But,  wUhout  this 
consideration^  a  sail-maker  might  possibly  do  a  very  good  thing 
which  an  owner  might  probably  deem  bad,  and  positively  affirm  that 
the  sail  was  much  too  large,  in  the  bill.  As  to  quantities — 3  yards 
per  hundred  is  the  outside  of  difference,  and  there  it  is,  doing  double 
duty  per  shape  and  substance,  I  do  not  believe  in  terminating  leech 
reef-hands,  projecting  into  the  sail  some  1 1  or  12  feet,  the  several 
girt  strains  commonly  miss  them;  they  are  generally  wholly  useless, 
and  sometimes  detrimental  to  the  stand  of  the  leech.  The 
quarter  of  a  yard  of  stout  canvas  at  each  leech  cringle  stuck  on  the 
seam,  under  the  lining,  is  sufficient.  A  quarter  breadth  band  at  the 
upper  reef,  extending  from  the  leech-rope  to  the  mast-rope,  to  receive 
all  the  upper  reef  holes,  is  a  very  useful  addition,  but  diis  is  extra ; 
so  thus  the  terminating  bands  are  saved.  One  and  a  half  yards  of 
one-third  breadth  at  mast  for  strain,  and  to  receive  the  first  reef 
cringle,  is  abundant  underlining  for  mast ;  underlining  at  the  peak 
is  useless;  so  then  much  more  than  three  yards  of  useless  canvas  is 
elsewhere  saved,  but  of  course  where  there  is  no  stint,  any  extras  can 
be  used." 

I  have  quoted  thus  much  from  Mr.  Sadler's  letter  to  Mr.  Kippinj  , 
as  it  contains  the  only  opinions  from  the  pen  of  a  practical  sai  - 
maker,  upon  the  cutting  and  making  of  flat  standing  fore-and^  f 
sails,  that  have  come  under  my  observation.  In  my  next  chapter  [ 
will  venture  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the  same. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

TsN  days  passed  awaj^  ten  days  did  I  say  ?  they  seemed  to  have 
passed  more  like  hours  than  days,— there  was  a  spell,  a  fleeting  happiness 
about  theniy  that  canseth  memory  to  dwell  by  that  fair  white  stone 
of  the  pasty  wishing  those  hours  were  to  come  again  ;  yet  wishing 
fraught  with  sorrow  and  darkness  of  spirit.  We  were  indeed  a  ha{)py 
little  cirele  in  which  each  member  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  oon- 
tributiiig  to  the  general  enjoyment ;  eacli  day  brought  with  it  a  change 
of  scene*  we  adopted  for  the  nonce  a  nomadic  life,  tlie  Cedars  were  voted 
monotouous  for  a  season,  and  the  Island  at  large  was  our  home  ;  by 
Shanklin  stream  we  wandered,  and  from  the  shore  admired  the  wild 
beauties  of  the  fu-famed  Chine.  Many  a  glorious  sunset  we  watched 
from  the  heights  of  St.  Bonifase  and  strained  our  eyes  in  vain  to  fix  the 
locality  of  the  dbtant  Cherbourg  :  we  visited  the  gloomy  cavern  of  Black- 
gang  Chine,  and  Pic-nic'd  beneath  the  grand  old  trees  in  Appuldur- 
oombe.  We  made  the  ascent  of  lofty  St.  Catherine,  and  frolicked  on 
the  downs  amidst  the  bracing  winds  of  the  English  channeL  West- 
ward we  explored  the  noble  range  of  difb  from  Freshwater  gate  to  the 
Needles  ;  and  recalled  dark  passages  of  England's  history  as  we  gaxed 
upon  Hurst  Castle,  picturing  the  gay  and  g^lant  Charles  the  First 
filing  within  its  precincts,  and  the  iron-hearted  Cromwell  warily 
vealiiing  the  objects  of  his  fanatical  ambition. 

Never  was  there  a  gayer  or  more  indulgent  chaperon  than  Mrs. 
Croldongh,  nor  a  more  skilful  caterer,  both  bodily  and  mentally,  then 
Horatio  Flowerdew  ;  such  appetizing  breakfiuts,  such  cunningly  devised 
dinners,  such  delicious  teas  as  he  improvised  ;  then  he  knew  to  an  inch 
where  lay  the  most  diarming  points  of  view,  could  arrange  the  da/s 
tour  to  the  precise  hour  of  enjoyment  without  allowing  fatigue  or  enmd 
to  pall  for  a  minute ;  and  did  hunger  or  thirst  assail^  tliere  was 
always  ample  pasty,  ripe  and  luscious  fruit,  and  champagne  ioed  to  a 
marvel,  wherewith  to  assuage  the  cravings  of  the  meny-hearted 
wanderers :  verily  he  was  an  arch  fiend  of  deception.  IMd  Mrs. 
Cobbugh  i^pear  lonely  or  unoccupied  he  was  by  her  ode  in  a  moment, 

*  Conthiued  from  page  292. 
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and  the  laughter  provoking  jest,  or  yolatale  badinage,  banished  ihooght 
and  pre-occupied  attention  ;  did  anything  go  wrong,  was  the  carriage 
missed  at  the  particular  rendezvous,  or  did  we  stray  firom  our  path  and 
become  involved  in  a  labyrinth,  he  was  our  butt,  the  target  at  which  all 
our  jokes,  and  many  were  merciless  too,  were  aimed  ;  but  his  spirits  wera 
not  to  be  broken,  his  temper  was  unassulable. 

Had  I  to  select  a  matchless  specimen  of  a  used-up  blas6  votary  of 
fashion,  that  specimen  should  have  been  Whitworth  Lasoelles.     Before 
we  started  it  was  pitiable  to  witness  his  struggles  at  wearing  away  a 
day,  as  to  the  world,  there  was  nothing  in  it  for  him — save  himself  and 
on  that  score  it  appeared  to  be  his  aim  to  repudiate  any  connection  ;  he 
too  was  a  different  man,  the  rising  at,  to  him,  such  unusual  hoars,  the 
viewing  of  nature's  loveliness  by  the  early  morning  sunlight,  the  bracing 
air,  the  novelty  and  life  of  the  scenery,  and  the  dreamless  alumbers  after 
a  day  of  unalloyed  pleasure,  seemed  to  have  completely  regenerated 
the  man  about  town :  the    hollow-hearted^  sneering   cynic,   was  all 
at  once  changed  into  the  active,  energetic,  sprightly  youth,  full  of  wit^ 
and  teeming  with  good  humoured  sarcasm^  and  Miss  Harewood  and  the 
ci-devant  exquisite  of  Pall-Mall  appeared  extremely  likely  to  arrive  at 
a  better    understanding   than   when   lounging  about  the  delightfol 
seclusion  of  the  Cedars. 

In  the  mean  time  how  was  I,  Sam  Fenton,  occupied  all  this  time^  in 
fialling  madly,  wildly,  irrevocably,  head  and  ears  in  love  with  the  fasci- 
nating Mabel  Harewood.  Throughout  our  wanderings  during  those 
eventful  days,  whether  by  accident  or  intention,  I  was  always  by  her 
side  ;  did  a  scene  of  more  than  surpassing  beauty  win  her  admiration^ 
mine  was  the  finger  to  point  it  out,  mine  the  pencil  to  transfer  it  to  her 
sketch-book  ;  did  her  tiny  feet  falter  on  the  mountain  side^  mine  was 
the  arm  to  which  she  clung  for  assistance  ;  did  the  wild  violet,  or  the 
heath  blossom,  or  the  sweet-briar  rose,  wile  her  away  by  the  ravines,  or 
downs,  or  picturesque  hedge-rows,  mine  was  the  hand  that  wrought  the 
faultless  bouquet  which  brought  the  beautiful  truant  again  to  my  side  ; 
the  silvery  tones  of  her  morning  melody  woke  me  to  life  and  blks,  and 
the  passionate  glance  of  her  dark,  soul  searching,  orbs,  sent  me  to  my 
pillow  to  pass  the  night  in  a  chaos  of  thought ;  yet  not  one  word  rf 
love  had  passed  between  us. 

All  things  must  have  an  end,  and  so  had  those  days  of  my  first — i  j 
last — and  my  only  love.  Our  holiday  of  Island  travel  was  over,  and  1  e 
Cedars  agiun  received  its  feir  mistresses. 

Now  came  the  day  I  had  feared->i'the  lonely  moment  when  seated  it 
my  solitary  matutmal  meal  in  A— 's  Hotel.     I  ruminated  on  i  e 
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happy  dajB  I  had  just  enjoyed,^— but  whichever  direction  my  thoughts  took 
these  was  but  one  result,-— Mabel  Harewood.     Eyery  word— every  look 
—every  touch  of  that  fairy  hand— evezy  movement  of  those  tiny  feet- 
woke  up  within  my   viens  a  torrent  of  living  fire.      I  thought  I  had 
known  myself^— had  passed  through  life's  ordeal  so  far  as  to  be  enabled 
to  wrestle  sternly  with  passions  I  could  have,  and  should  have,  controlled. 
What  was  I  to  Mabel  Harewood  ?    Had  I  not  resolved  upon  a  life  of 
celibacy  ?    Tes^— I,  the  cynical,  morose,  phlegmatic,  Sam  Fenton,  who 
had  laughed  at  all  the  wiles  and  ways  of  the  sex  as  so  many  man-traps 
for  an  establishment,  and  a  coteri^  and  a  carriage  ;  who  had  dauntlessly 
braved  the  dangers  of  ''Merrion  Square,"  and  the  '*  Drawing  Rooms," 
and  the  **  Phoenix ;"  who  had  escaped  scathless  through  London  seasons 
—through  **  Opera    Boxes" — through    "  Almack's,"  and  through  the 
"  Bow;"  who  liad  survived  crusades  at  Brighton,  Cheltenham  and  Bath; 
who  had  perpetrated  wicked  counter-plots  at  Harrogate  and  Scarboro'; 
whose  medio  tuiMmus  ibus  had  home  him  gallantly  through  the  subtle 
diablerie  of  Paris,  and  Baden-Baden;  and  bade  the  beauties  of  Hamburg 
and  Vienna  a  firm  adieu.     That  I,  Sam  Fenton,  thrice  armed  in  the 
panoply  of  virtuous  ceWhaeyy  should  now,  in  the  eleventh  hour,  diverge 
irom  the  path  I  had  trodden  like  a  hero;  and  having  avoided  the 
thorny  pitfalls  hitherto  so  skilfully  concealed  with  lilies  by  the  artful 
hand  of  designing  mammas,— that  now  I  should  dig  my  own  pitfall, 
and  with  one  wild  leap,  without  decoy  and  without  temptation,  spring 
headlong  into  the  terrible  pit  of  Matrimony.     Ugh  I  how  I  shuddered  : 
nurseries  and  nurses — pap -bottles  and   perambulators; — tei-rible  little 
staring  eyes,  and  bread  and  butter  grimy  fingers;  squeak  and  dquall,  and 
squall  and  squeak;  doctors  and  muffled-door  knockers ;  trundling  hoops 
and  hooping  coughs;  muffins  and  meazles;   pop-guns  and  jam-pots; 
dear  little  chicks  with  danip  noses,  all  rose  before  me,  as  ghastly  an 
array  as  ever  sat  heavily  upon  the  soul  of  Richard.     I  would  none  of  it  I 
I  would  fly  I     So  ringing  for  Gustavo  I  paid  my  bill — packed  up  my 
traps.    No!  confound  packing  up,  I  had  forgotten  my  writing  case,  so, 
harrying  back  to  my  sitting-room,  I  grasped  it  nervously-brushed  up- 
stairs again — was  about  to  thrust  it  into  my  valise,  when  out  tumbled 
a  note.     Hal  that  delicate  pink  paper!     I  opened  it — that  accursedly 

inysterious  note — ^and  the  first  words  that  met  my  gaze, 

**  Beware  of  the  tiger's  daw." 

In  a  moment  my  brain  was  as  cool,  and  my  pulse  as  calm  as  if  never 

an  agitating  thought  had  disturbed  my  mind.     Here  was  either  a  direct 

threat  or  a  friendly  warning;  if  the  former— were  it  from  the  regions 

Wow,  I  despised  it ;  if  the  latter— was  it  not  cowardly  to  fly  from  a 
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danger  I  knew  noi  of,  merely  becaiiM  of  a  lew  random  wocda  wntteo 
upon  a  piece  of  tinted  paper ;  and  tlieo,  as  if  to  dedde  my  wKv&mg 
determination,  some  oonfoonded  internal  busy-body  whigpered  at  my 
heart,  "  Could  this  wammg  affect  Mabel  Harewood  T  P^w,  tint 
whisper  sent  the  £ae  torrent  rolling  again,  jBeroely  as  ever  lara  eowaed 
adown  the  sides  of  a  raging  volcano.  I  was  but  too  true  a  descendant 
of  Old  Adam  after  alL 

Having  taken  my  resolution  to  remain  Ibr  die  time,  I  resolved  to  pay 
an  immediate  visit  at  the  Cedars ;  as  I  was  leaving  the  hotel  Flowerdew 
met  me  on  the  steps. 

'<  Well  timed  Fenton,''  he  exclaimed,  **  I  can  guess  where  yon  aie 
bound  for,  you  have  anticipated  my  mission,  the  ladies  say  you  are  a  sad 
cavalier  to  remain  away  such  a  length  of  time,  and  not  even  once  send 
to  enquire  whether  they  had  survived  their  perilous  journey.  Oh,  yoa 
roving  Irishmen  are  sad  dogs  amongst  women,  1  begin  to  have  a 
glinmiering  that  the  Blarney  Stone  is  neither  a  myth  nor  a  finbls 
after  aU.** 

I  mumbled  out  some  excuse  in  which  bAgue  and  business  were  sadly 
confounded  ;  I  believe  I  must  also  confess  to  have  blushed ;  yes,  Master 
Simon  Boomer— you  need  not  show  your  teeth  after  the  fiishion  of  a 
Cuban  bloodhound  ;  I  can  tell  you  in  those  days  I  was  somewhat  more 
comely  to  look  upon  than  I  am  now,  before  the  devilries  of  this  worid 
worked  a  crust  upon  my  brow,  ay,  and  was  sensitive  enough  to  betray 
emotions  that  had  lain  suppressed,  and  which  once  haye  been  buried  in 
the  tomb  of  my  lost  love  ;  but  to  continue  my  yam,  I  am  sure  the 
fellow  observed  my  oonftision  for  he  said— 

"  Pshaw,  cheer  up  Fenton  old  fellow,  the  ladies  have  never  ceased 
talking  about  you." 

I  could  have  kicked  myself  at  this  betrayal. 

*'  And  there  is  my  darling  little  Mabel  ! " 

"  Haugh— augh— ugh  ;"  I  coughed— «<d ^n  these  flies." 

**  Flies  my  dear  boy— flies  ?  I  don't  see  one  about.  Midges— man 
midges ;  you  have  strained  at  a  camel  and  swallowed  a  gnat." 

Curse  him  I  had. 

**Ab  1  was  saying,  she  vows  we  must  have  another  excnnioo 
immediately,  too  much  shore  work  is  monotonous  you  know, 
and  she  like  a  very  feminine  Solomon  suggested  a  cruise  in  your 
yacht" 

Confound  the  brute— he — ^he  to  call  her — ^his  darling. 
''And  she  said  she  felt   sure  if  I  only  mentioned  her  wish   to 
you" 
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**  Oh,  if  the  had  only  exprened  ttat  wish  to  myself  V*  I  gfoaned 
inwardly. 

'*  That  she  knew  your  native  gallantry  too  well  to  think  yon  would 
lelaee  her.  Now  I  tell  yon  what  I  will  do  Fentooi  as  I  am  an  old  sea 
iog^  and  vndefstand  these  things  well,  and  as  I  also  know  that  when  a 
noYioe  in  seafaring  matters  meddles  with  them,  the  chanoes  are  his 
temper,  his  time,  and  his  pnrse  gets  well  plucked ;  therefore  if  you 
will  tell  me  where  your  vessel  is  fitting  out,  g^ve  me  a  earie  blanehe 
to  expedite  matters,  yon  arrange  all  things  at  the  Cedars,  I  am  off  this 
momeot  if  you  wisli,  and  will  have  the  vessel  ready  and  here  in  a  quarter 
less  no  time." 

The  devU  he— ^would  !  what  a  load  of  care  it  would  remove  from  my 
mind.  I  was  on  the  point  of  saying  '*  yes,  with  all  my  heart,"  when 
his  **  my  darling,"  flashed  across  my  brain.  Here  then  was  the  man 
Flowerdew,  whom  I  knew  not,  he  had  roused  a  passion  within  me  I  had 
never  known  before,  I  could  now  whbtie  him  down  the  wind,  an'  it 
pleased  me  ;  if  I  placed  myself  under  an  obligation  to  him,  at  the  same 
time  revealing  my  own  ignorance,  what  might  not  the  result  be  ?  I 
liked  the  man,  and  yet  I  doubted  whether  that  liking  would  be  lasting, 
what  was  his  connexion  with  Mrs.  Colclough  ?  what  his  term  of 
aoqoaintship  or  friendship  tiiat  authorised  such  freedom  of  speech  and 
manner  witii  the  Misses  Harewood  ?  my  heart  said  plainly  by  its  throb- 
hinge— Mabel  Harewood.  From  tiiat  hour  a  littie  seed  was  oast,  it  took 
a  long  time  to  arrive  at  maturity,  the  stem  was  suspicion,  the  leaves 
were  hatred^  and  the  flower— ay — ^the  flower—well,  by-and-bye  we 
shall  see. 

"  Pardon  me,  Flowerdew,  and  at  the  same  time  accept  my  thanks,  I 
am  not  that  novice  you  possibly  take  me  to  be :  will  you  kindly  convey 
my  enquiries  and  regards  to  Mrs. 'C(^clough  and  the  ladies  of  the 
Cedars ;  pray,  also,  say  that  I  shaU  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on 
them  very  shortiy  with  the  hope  of  inducing  them  to  join  in  forming  a 
party  for  a  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean.^' 

It  was  now  my  turn,  he  hesitated,  stammered  out  something  about 
having  taken  a  liberty  perhaps,  and  begged  my  pardon  for  having 
done  so. 

I  had  him  on  the  hip,  I  resolved  to  strike  home,  a  first  understanding 
is  always  the  best,  *'  Liberties  friend  Flowerdew,"  I  continued,  '<  are 
things  I  never  permit,  with  myself  personally,  or  with  those  I  have  any 
regard  for,  therefore  where  none  has  been  taken  to  warrant  my  notice, 
apology  b  unnecessary.  Mrs.  Colclough  and  the  Misses  Harewood  being 
relatives  of  mine,  I  esteem  it  no  less  a  pleasure  than  a  duty  to  comply 
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with  their  slightest  ^pressed  wish  ;  yon  will  therefcwe  oonfisr  a  forther 
favor  upon  me  by  sayiDg  to  Miss  Mabel  Harewood  that  I  kaTe  tHuH 
hurriedly  the  sooner  to  obey  her  oommands.'' 

As  I  emphasized  the  last  word,  a  smile  of  siDgular  import  overspread 
his  features  ;  Satan's  triumph  was  of  a  mild  ofaaracter  compared  with 
that  sneer. 

*^  Then  we  shall  have  sudb  a  jolly  cruise  Fenton!  by  Jove  you  are  die 
man  to  have  a  yacht— the  Mediterranean  too  ;  glorious  by  the  gods  !  I 
know  every  inch  of  it." 

*^  Farewell  then  until  we  meet !"  I  muttered,  inwardly  resolving  that  be 
should  never  pat  his  foot  on  the  deck  of  vessel  of  mine,  and  yet,  whaft 
has  he  done  ?  yes,  I  mentally  asked  ''  what  has  Flowo^dew  done  that 
you  should  thus  become  so  bitter  agdnst  him  ?  fiiugh,  jealousy-— 
jealousy — jealousy  !  foolish  Sam  Fenton." 

I  little  knew  Horatio  Flowerdew. 

To  be  continued. 


ROYAL  MERSEY  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

The  sailing  match  in  connection  with  this  club  took  place  on  Saturday^ 
June  30.  The  prize  contested  for  was  a  handsome  silver  cup,  valued 
at  £20,  the  vessels  eligible  for  sailing  being  yachts  of  the  third  claas, 
belonging  to  members  of  any  royal  dub.  The  Royal  Mersey  Yacht 
Club  had  also  offered  for  larger  class  yachts  more  valuable  prizes^  but 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  entry  to  bring  them  off.  Probably  the  long 
continued  unsettied  weather  might  have  some  effect  in  deterring  yachts- 
men firom  visiting  the  Mersey.  The  fine  steamer  Despatch  was  engaged 
by  the  Club,  and  took  on  board  a  large  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemeD» 
and  left  the  George's  Pier  at  eleven  o'clock.  Commodore  Littiedale 
attended,  and,  with  his  well-known  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to 
the  club,  conducted  the  whole  day's  proceedings  with  his  usual  liberality 
and  kind  attention.  The  steamer  on  arriving  at  the  Marine  Station, 
Rock  Ferry,  found  the  competing  vessels  ready  placed,  under  the 
able  management  of  Rear-Commodore  Grindrod,  in  the  following 
order  : 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yaeiht  List  for  1860. 


No. 


1027 
080 


Names  of  Yachts, 


Rig. 


Mona  ... 
Vision... 
Victoria 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


12 

8 

13 


Owners. 


J.  Grindrod,  Esq. 

C.  H.  CoddiDgton,  Esq. 

H.  MelliDg,  ^. 
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The  ooorse  to  be  sailed  was  from  Rock  Ferry  down  the  Channel, 
vonnding  the  Fairwaj  Beacon  Buoy  in  the  Queen's  Channel,  and  back 
to  the  flag-boat  off  Rock  Ferry.  The  Commodore  gave  the  signal  for 
the  start  at  llh.  4Sm.,  and  on  the  gun  filing  the  yachts  canted  round 
to  the  wind  and  slipped  their  cables,  and  presented  a  beautiful  sight ; 
the  Mona  being  the  first  round,  her  sails  set  and  close  by  the  wind,  the 
yictoria  and  Vision  closely  following.  A  steamer  was  chartered  by  a 
party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  had  made  up  their  minds,  notwith- 
standing the  somewhat  boisterous  state  of  the  weather,  to  accompany 
the  yachts  on  their  course.  The  wind  was  blowing  stiffly  from  the 
N.N.^I^.,  with  a  rough  head  sea.  The  Rock  Lighthouse  was  passed  by  the 
Vision  at  12h.  25m.,  and  the  Crosby  Lightship  at  Ih.  20m.,  the  Victoria 
keeping  doee  behind,  and  the  Mona,  by  the  time  she  reached  the  Crosby 
Lighihousey  had  fallen  considerably  astern.  In  the  Queen's  Channel 
the  sea  had  increased,  and  the  Victoria  being  more  adapted  to  heavy 
weather,  shortened  her  distance  from  the  leading  yacht.  The  Bell 
Beacon  was  romided  as  follows :-» 

1l  m.  B.  I    -  h.  m.  8. 

Vision a  20  SO  I  Victoria  2  25  40 

The  yachts  having  had  up  to  this  time  a  dead  beat  out,  now  set  off 
with  flowing  sheets  before  the  wind,  and  the  Mona  not  wishing  to  con- 
tinue the  race  any  further,  bore  up,  hauling  down  her  distinguishing 
fla^  and  followed  her  competitors  back  again.  The  following  was  the 
time  on  arriving  at  the  flag-boaty  Rock  Ferry  :— 

h.  m.  B.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Vision 4  40    0  !  Victoria 4  51    0 

Taldng  a  general  view  of  the  contest,  we  may  remark  on  the  qualities 
of  the  yaehts*  We  find  the  Vimon  constructed  on  the  long,  deep,  and 
■harp-ended  principle  of  the  present  style  of  racing  cutters.  Her  dis- 
placement^ being  g^reat  for  her  tonnage,  enabled  her  to  carry  a  greater 
proportion  of  oanyas,  and  she  is  a  very  creditable  craft  to  her  designer, 
Mr.  S.  T.  Byrne  ;  die  Victoria,  and  particularly  the  Mona,  being  oon« 
•tnicted  more  for  cruising ;  the  latter  carrying  her  whole  sails,  whilst 
the  Vision  had  a  donble-reefed  mainsuL  We  should  state  that  the 
Mona,  bemg  yawl-rigged  parUy  accounts  for  her  position  in  the 
noe. 

During  the  day  the  party  on  board  the  steamer  enjoyed  themselves, 
daadng  to  Mr.  Phillips'  excellent  band,  refireshments  being  supplied  by 
Mr.  Morrish  in  his  usual  good  and  substantial  style. 

The  Commodore  presented  the  cup  to  Mr.  Coddington,  the  owner  of 
the  Vision,  who  was  heartly  congratulated  by  the  Commodore  and  other 
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gentlemen  on  board.  The  enp  was  repeatedly  fiOed  with  diaiDpagne  ; 
and  after  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  had  been  toasted,  the  Comoiodaiey 
addressing  the  company,  said  ''  they  had  had  that  day  a  yery  pleasait 
match.  They  had  a  fair  sky,  and  not  an  nnlavoorable  wind,  although 
perhaps  a  little  more  than  was  requisite ;  bat  he  hoped  that  summer 
had  at  last  come«-at  least  they  had  a  vision  of  it  in  the  name  of  the 
boat  that  had  the  good  luck  to  win  that  day  f  laughter].  That  the 
Vision  did  her  best,  and  fully  deserved  the  prize,  every  one  would  folly 
concur  with  him.  Early  in  the  morning  he  was  afraid  that  the  sea 
would  be  too  strong  for  so  frail  a  bark  ;  however,  fortune  favoured  the 
brave,  and  he  had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  the  health  of  Mr.  Cod- 
dington,  the  winner  of  the  cup.**  The  toast  having  been  drank  with 
three  times  three. 

Mr.  Coddington  briefly  acknowledged  the  compliment,  and  stated 
that  he  was  very  frightened  of  Ae  Victoria  at  one  part  of  the  race,  and 
concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Vision  would  yet  have  another 
opportunity  of  distinguishing  herself  at  the  expense  of  the  Royal  Mersey 
Yacht  Club  [applause]. 

After  the  race  the  company  continued  cruising  about  the  river  for 
some  time,  up  to  about  Eastham,  and  had  a  very  pleasant  and  amusing 
day's  excursion,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  expressed  themselves  highly 
gratified  by  the  attention  bestowed  on  them  by  the  officers  and  stewards 
of  the  club. 


SWANSEA  REGATTA. 


Wx  have  been  fiivoured  with  the  Cambriatiy  whose  Editor,  Mr.  J. 
Lewis,  officiated  as  Honorary  Secretary,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Swansea 
are  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  the  success  of  the  regatta. 

On  Monday,  July  80th,  the  scene  in  the  bay  was  pleasing,  the  eraft 
of  almost  every  description  were  cruising  about  as  the  fresh  hreev 
wt&ed  them  to  and  fro.  The  regatta  was  under  the  usual  anspees^ 
via  :— C.  R.  BL  Talbot,  Esq.,  m.p.,  (Lord  Lieutenant  of  Glamorgan* 
shire,  and  Vice-Commodore  of  the  Royal  Yamhi  Squadron) ;  T.  E. 
Thomas,  Esq.,  (Mayor  of  Swansea) ;  fl,  H.  Vivian,  Esq.,  m-p.  j 
Benson,  Esq.  ;  J.  C.  Richardson,  Esq. ;  J.  T.  JenUn,  Esq.  |  H. 
Bath,  Esq. ;  J.  Hoare,  Esq. ;  &e. 

The  morning  opened  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  W.N.W.,  wH 
betokened  a  splendid  day's  amusement.    The  first  race  was  betwef 
niot  Boats,  and  at  half  past  two  p.m.,  the  preparatoiy  gun  was  fire 
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when  seyen  boats  made  their  appearance  at  the  starting  point.     And 
let  no  one  dare  assert  that  the  Swansea  Regatta  has  not  been  productive 
of  substantial,  sensible,  and  lasting  benefit.     Why  the  marked  improve- 
ment which  has  taken  place  in  the  build,  rig,  and  general  appearance 
of  the  boats  must  be  palpable  to  the  most  uninitiated.     Instead  of  the 
almost  square,  tub- built,  awkward  looking- apology  for  a  boat  which 
was  to  be  seen  some  eight  or  ten  years  back,  we  have  now  a  neat,  trim, 
substantial,  fast-going  boat  which  does  infinite  honour  to  the  owner  and 
builder,  and  reflects  credit  on  the  port  to  which  they  belong.     For  this 
we  have  to  thank  the  Harbour  Trustees  who,  year  after  year,  give 
handsome  prizes  for  competition,  which  produce  a  healthy  and  active 
rivalry  amongst  the  pilots.     Hence  a  new  boat,  christened  the  "  Alarm," 
built  by  Mr.  William  Bowen,  of  the  Gloucester  Arms,  made  her  first 
trial  trip  on  thb  occasion.     Nautical  men  spoke  very  favourably  of  this 
new  boat,  and  the  result  proved  that,  at  any  future  contest,  she  will  be 
found  an  antagonist  of  no  mean  order.     The  race  was  confined  ex- 
clusively to  the  pilots  of  Swansea,  Neath,  and  Port  Talbot.     First  prize, 
£5  ;  second  ditto,  £3  10s.  ;    third  ditto,  £2  lOs.  ;   fourth  ditto,  £2  ; 
fifth  ditto,  £1.     There  were  eight  boats  entered  for  this  race,  although 
from  some  cause  or  other  the  Sarah  (the  eighth  boat)  did  not  show. 
The  Faith  had  the  weathermost  side  ;  Vivian,  next ;   Vigilant^  third  ; 
Singleton,  fourth  ;  Swansea,  fifth ;  Providence,  sixth  ;  and  the  new 
boat,  the  Alarm,  to  the  leeward.     There  was  a  pretty  smart  breeze 
blowing  firom  the  W.N.W.,  but  it  was  not  sufficient  to  test  the  qualities 
of  the  boats,  although  quite  sufficient,  on  the  other  hand,  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  some.     The  starting  buoy  was  placed  just  outside  the  pier 
head,  and  the  route  then  lay  to  the  east  for  about  four  miles  where 
another  buoy  was  placed.     In  order  to  give  the  spectators  on  shore  as 
fine  a  sight  of  the  proceedings  as  possible,  the  boats,  after  rounding  the 
east  buoy,  returned  again  to  the  starting  point,  which  being  rounded, 
they  shot  across  to  the  westward,  where  just  off  the  Mumbles  Head 
another  mark  buoy  was  placed.     This  being  rounded,  the  course  was 
back  again  to  the  starting  buoy— off  again  to  the  eastward,  and  then 
home.     The  distance  thus  traversed  by  the  pilot  boats  is  about  20 
miles.     On  the  starting  gun  being  fired,  the  sails  were  set  in  an  instant, 
and  tact,  skill,  and  management  were  at  once  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  Futh,  Vivian,  and  Vigilant,  had  the  advantage  at  starting,  and 
continued  in  the  same  position  till  they  arrived  at  the  first  mark,  which 
they  rounded.     On  returning  from  the  S.E.  mark  to  the  pier  mark 
they  were  subjected  to  variable  winds,  which  were  exceedingly  baffling. 
However,  each  worked  well,  and  rounded  the  home  mark  in  the  folio w- 
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iog  order  :— Vivian,  first ;  Faith,  second  ;  Vigilanty  third  ;  Ahmv 
fourth  ;  Swansea,  fifth ;  Singleton,  sixth  ;  Providenoe  in  the  wake. 
The  competing  fleet  then  had  to  go  to  the  western  mark  free  of  the 
wind.  On  returning  from  this  mark,  and  in  rounding  the  home  mark. 
Faith  got  the  lead,  giving  Vivian  a  second  position.  Vigilant  still  main* 
taining  her  third  place,  Al%]rm  still  fourth,  Swansea  fifth.  Singleton  and 
Providence  still  in  the  wake.  The  wind,  as  before  remarked,  waa 
extremely  variable,  and  it  could  not  help  being  observed  that,  with  a 
good  stiff  and  rattling  breeze,  the  Futh  did  all  the  work,  and  main* 
tained  a  proud  position.  But  this  kind  of  breeze  was  only  experienced 
in  puffs  and  starts — and  when  light  winds  succeeded,  the  other  boats 
shewed  their  qualities.  In  consequence  of  this  baffiing  and  shoffing, 
the  race  was  exceedingly  exciting.  After  a  truly  capital  race  the  new 
boat,  the  Alarm,  and  the  Vivian,  passed  the  flag  so  nearly  abreast  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  the  officials  to  tell  which  was  first,  though  there 
is  no  doubt,  judging  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  Alarm  drew 
vpon  the  leading  boat  during  the  latter  part  of  the  struggle,  if  they  had 
had  much  further  to  travel  there  oould  have  been  no  indecision  in  the 
matter,  as  that  boat  would  have  made  the  goal  first  However,  the 
race  was  so  nearly  a  tie  that  it  was  considered  a  '^dead  heat*''  There 
was  nearly  the  same  indecision  with  regard  to  the  third  place,  the 
Vigilant^  and  the  Faith  being  so  nearly  equal  as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
decide.  There  was  about  half  a  minute  between  the  two  first  boats  and 
the  two  second  boats ;  the  fifth  boat  being  the  Swansea,  the  rest  ia 
their  several  positions*  The  Stewards  on  Tuesday,  after  hearing  both 
sides  impartially,  decided  on  dividing  the  first  and  second  prize  equally 
between  the  Alarm  and  Vivian,  giving  Faith  the  third  ^aee  and 
Vigilant  fourth-— a  most  just  decision  we  think. 

The  next  race  was  for  the  Membei^s  Plate,  of  the  value  of  25 
sovereigns,  to  consist  of  a  Cup  or  Salver  (at  the  opinion  of  the 
winner)  to  be  sailed  for  by  yachts  of  any  Royal  Yacht  Club,  from  15  to 
40  tons.  A  time  race.  Half  a  minute  per  ton  allowed.  Entranee 
one  guinea.  This  was  the  next  race.  The  distance  traversed  by  the 
yachts  was  about  the  same  as  by  the  pilot  boats.  After  rounding  the 
eastern  mark,  the  yachts  shot  across  to  the  western  buoy  (instead  of 
returning  to  the  starting  point)  they  then  ran  in  to  the  starting  bi  , 
up  again  round  the  eastern  bnoy,  and  then  home.  The  fiiUowi  ; 
yaehts  entered :— 
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Nuv^ered  tu  in  Htaift  Yacht  Luifor  iseo. 


If: 


91 

457 
974 


Itamcsof  TMhCa. 


Blue  Bell. 
Gertnide 
laathe  .. 
Vesper  ., 


Klg. 


catter 
cutter 
catter 
cvtter 


30  S.  Padley,  Bsq. 

15  a  R.  Boom,  Bmi. 
20  W.  D.  Fegg,  Eaq. 

16  |G.  a.  Sevan,  Esq. 


Id  taloDg  ap  tlieir  several  positions  the  Blue  Bell  had  the  weathennost 
plaoe.  Vesper  second,  Gertrude  third,  and  lanthe  to  the  leeward.  On 
the  starting  g^n  being  fired  the  Blue  Bell,  had  one  of  those  unlucky 
incidents  which  often  mar  the  success  of  a  crafty  occur  to  her.  In 
the  anxiety  to  get  away  by  some  unaccountable  means  she  fouled  her 
mooring,  and  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of  her  crew  would  not  budge. 
The  Vesper  took  the  lead  at  starting,  followed  by  Grertrude  and  lanthe. 
Mr.  Beyan  took  his  vessel  round  the  mark  first,  keeping  the  lead,  in  ftct^ 
the  whole  of  the  course,  and  coming  in  first,  (]rei*trude  second,  lanthe 
^rd.  Much  was  expected  from  the  Gertrude  after  her  appearance  at 
Cork^  which  was  full  of  promise.  The  little  Vesper,  however,  was  too 
many  for  her*  She  was  as  saucy  as  ever,  and  fully  sustained  her  former 
reputation  on  the  Thames.  This  is  the  third  time  she  has  won  the 
Member^s  Cup* 

A  priie  of  £10  for  Pleasure  Boats  not  used  for  the  purpose  of 
commerce,  aot  exceeding  15  tons.  A  time  race.  Entrance  ten 
shillings. 

In  this  race  Mr.  J.  Viner's  little  crack  yacht  Ariel,  10  tons,  built  by 
Mr.  W.  Bowen,  and  a  small  yacht  belonging  to  Mr.  Pegg,  competed. 
According  to  the  conditions  of  the  race,  three  boats  ought  to  have 
started ;  but  the  stewards  decided  to  waive  this  point,  and  the  two 
▼essels  alluded  to  sailed  for  the  prize,  which  was  won  easily  by  the 
ArieL 

Rowing  matches  concluded  the  aquatic  sports  this  day,  and  the  gene- 
rality of  the  lookers  on  took  more  interest  in  these  than  in  the  yacht 
match.  The  first  was  a  gig  race  for  £5.  The  Beaufort  and  Queen 
started,  and  the  former  being  manned  by  '*  men  of  war*s-men''  gained 
the  lead  and  kept  it,  although  the  Queen's  crew  stuck  to  them  like 
leeches  • 

The  next  race  was  for  a  prize  of  £3, — viz  : — £2  for  first  boat,  £l  for 
second — ^four-oared  boats.  There  were  three  entries,  namely,  the  boats 
of  the  Indefatigable,  Velindra,  and  Jenny  Lind.  This  was  a  warmly- 
contested  match,  proving  favourable  to  the  Indefatigable  at  the  termi- 
nation.    The  start  was  an  excellent  one  ;  but  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
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Velindra  unfortunately  broke  an  oar  and  became  quite  disabled.  Not- 
wtthBtandiag  this  casualty,  however,  the  crew  gallantly  persevered  and 
followed  all  round  the  course  ;  and  there  b  no  doubt,  had  the  aoddeot 
not  have  occurred,  the  boat  would  have  held  a  better  position. 

The  third  match  was  between  two-oared  boats  for  a  prise  of  308«  for 
the  first  boat,  and  158.  second.  There  were  four  entriesi  namely* 
Captain  Matthew  Jones's  little  crack  boat,  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Har- 
bour Master,  one  belonging  to  the  Velindra,  and  a  boat  the  property  of 
Mr.  E.  Howard,  ship-broker,  rowed  by  two  amateurs.  There  is  no 
doubt,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  two  men  pulled  the  little  boat 
belonging  to  the  Harbour  Master,  that  that  would  have  gained  the  marie 
first ;  but  a  large  cutter  belon^ng  to  Mr.  Crawshey  came  completely 
in  the  course  of  the.  little  craft,  which  compelled  the  crew  to  alter  their 
course  to  avoid  accident.  Captain  Jones's  boat  came  in  first ;  the 
Harbour  Master's  boat  second  ;  the  Velindra  boat  third. 

There  was  the  usual  dinner  at  the  Mackworth  Arms  Hotel,  die 
particulars  of  which  we  must  omit  for  want  of  space.  The  Mayor, 
(T.  £.  Thomas,  Esq.,)  presided,  and  was  supported  by  a  host  of  influ- 
ential residents  and  visitors,  and  the  whole  passed  off  with  immense 
eclat. 

Second  Day. — Tuesday,  July  31. — There  was  an  immense  concourse 
of  spectators  upon  the  sands  this  day  again,  the  weather  being  still 
delightfully  fine,  whilst  a  good  spanking  breeze  from  about  N.  W.  sprang 
up.  There  was  the  same  excitement  manifested  in  the  proceedings  as 
during  the  previous  day,  many  of  the  principal  shops  having  closed  iii 
order  to  g^ve  the  assistants  the  benefit  of  a  half-holiday.  The  priaes 
offei^d  for  competition  were  larger  than  on  the  preceding  day,  and  as 
such  attracted  more  attention  amongst  nautical  men. 

At  three  o'clock  the  gun  sounded  for  the  Swansea  Pilot  Boats  to  take 
up  their  positions  at  the  starting  buoy.  The  Harbour  Trust  prise  of 
£20  was  for  competition,  being  divided  thus  : — First  boat,  £\2  ;  second 
ditto,  £5  ;  third  ditto,  £3.  To  be  confined  to  the  Swansea  Pilot  Boats. 
No  entrance  fee.  The  entries  for  this  race  were  :— The  Singleton, 
Vigilant,  Faith,  Swanzey,  Sarah,  Alarm,  Providence,  and  Vivian,  seven 
of  which  only  came  out  to  start,  the  Sarah,  as  on  the  previous  day,  not 
showing.  The  vessels  took  up  their  position  in  the  following  order  :  - 
Vivian  at  the  weathermost  buoy  ;  Singleton  No.  2  ;  Swanzey  th  1 
buoy ;  Providence  fourth  ;  Vigilant  sixth  ;  Alarm  being  to  the  leewi  • 
The  Vivian  took  the  lead  at  starting,  which  she  managed  to  maint  i 
until  round  the  first  mark,  but  in  returning  again  to  the  pier  point  s 
lost  her  position  \  this  mark  being  rounded  as  follows  : — Alarm  fi     , 
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yigilant  second^  Vivian  third,  Swaniey  fourth.  Faith  fifUi,  Singleton 
nxthy  Providence  seventh,     fiefore  the  Swanzey  had  rounded  the  pier 
mark,  her  jih  gave  way,  which  placed  her  at  a  disadvantage,  and  en- 
abled the  Vivian  to  draw  upon  her  very  considerably,  so  much  so  that 
she  passed  the  pier  mark  before  her.     In  going  down  towards  the  west- 
ernmost marie,  however,  the  Swaniey  again  put  herself  in  her  former 
position  at  the  head  of  the  Vivian.     On  returning  from  the  western 
mark  to  the  pier  mark  the  competing  vessels  passed  in  the  following 
order  : — Alarm  first,  Vigilant  second,   Swanzey  third,  Vivian  fourth, 
Faith  and  the  rest  a  long  way  astern.     The  Alarm  went  round  the 
easternmost  mark  the   secoud    time    first,  followed    closely    by  the 
Vigilant,  Swanzey  next,  and  then  the  Vivian.     Ic  now  became  evident 
that  tbe  contest  would  be  between  the  Alarm  and  the  Vigilant,  the 
others  being  too  far  off  to  secure  anything  but  the  third  prize.     A  most 
exciting  race  ensued  between   these  two  favourites.     Upon  the  return 
home,  the  Alarm  still  led ;  but  the  crew  of  the  Vigilant  now  displayed 
great  skill  and  judgment,  and  by  the  dint  of  good  tacking  rapidly  drew 
upon  the  Alarm,  and  by  a  clever  macoBuvre,  overreached  her  before 
the   goal   was  reached,  thus  securing  the  first  prize  by   about  four 
minutes.     The  Swauzey  came  in  third,  and  the  Vivian  fourth.     The 
Vigilant  was  built  by  Mr.  W.  Boweu,  and  it  must  be  highly  gratifying 
to  him  to  find  that  he  has  signalised  himself  by  building  two  of  the 
fastest  pilot  boats  belouging  to  the  port. 

The  next  was  the  principal  race  on  the  card,  and  we  are  glad  to  find 
it  was  gallantly  competed  for.  The  prize  was  for  the  sum  of  55 
sovereigns,  which  was  divided  thus  : — 30  to  the  first  boat,  15  to  the 
second,  and  10  to  the  third.     The  following  yachts  entered  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


Now  Kunes  of  Yachts. 


907 

974 

91 
457 
52^ 


Surge 

Gertrude 
Vesper ... 

Ariel 

Blue  Bell 
lanthe.... 
Leander . 


Rig. 

Tons. 

cutter 

52 

cutter 

15 

cutter 

15 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

30 

cutter 

20 

cutter 

23 

Owners. 


C.  T.  Couper,  Esq. 
B.  R.  Boom,  £8q. 
Q.  A.  Sevan,  Esq. 
W.  Bowen,  Esq. 
S.  Padley,  Fsq. 
W.  D.  Fegg,  Esq. 
T.  Robinson,  Esq. 


The  yachts  took  up  their  respective  positions  as  follows  . — Surge  at 
the  weathermost  buoy  ;  Gertrude,  No.  2  buoy  ;  Vesper,  third  ;  Ariel, 
fourth  ;  Blue  Bell,  fifth  ;  lantlie,  sixth ;  Leander,  seventh. 
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The  wind  was  BtiQ  blowing  pretty  freshly  from  the  N.W.     Tiie 
starting  gun  having  been  fired,  the  bvoorite,  the  Sorge^  a  large 
fill  handsome  craft,  took  the  lead,  which  she  gallantly  maini 
romiding  the  first  mark  a  few  minutes  before  the  others.    Site  waf 
followed  by  the  Vesper,  Gertrude  and  others,  the  Ariel  hemg  last. 
They  rounded  the  Mumbles  mark  much  in  the  same  position  aa  the 
abore.     In  running  back  with  a  fair  wind  from  the  Mumbles  to  Swan- 
sea, to  go  round  the  second  time,  the  Suige  rounded  the  mark   Br&t, 
Vesper  second,  Grertrude,   Blue  Bell,  and  Leander  in  the  wake.     In 
running  before  the  wind  for  the  eastern  mark  again,  the  Ariel   per- 
ceptibly improved  her  position,  and  took  up  her  place  next  to  the  Ger- 
trude, which  was  now  the  third  boat,  in  consequenee  of  her  jib  going 
overboard.     The  little  Swansea  craft  then  soon  got  to  the  windward  <^ 
the  Grertrude,  which  she  passed,  and  took  up  a  third  position  in  the  race 
in  point  of  time,  lanthe  fourth,  Blue  Bell  fifth,  Leander  sixth.     On  the 
little  Ariel  being  brought  into  port,  she  was  greeted  with  hearty  cheejns. 
The  several  boats  arrived  as  follows  :^- 

h.  m.  B. 

Surge 7    4    0 

Vesper 7  48    0 

lanthe 7  54  20 

The  Rowing  Match  (gigs),  prize  £5,  was  won,  as  on  Monday,  by  die 
Beaufort.  The  first  prize  £2,  for  four-oared  ships*  boats,  by  the 
Victoria  ;  and  the  second  £1  by  the  Louisa.  The  first  prize  £1  lOs, 
for  two-oared  boats,  was  won  by  the  Demosthenes ;  second,  Victoria. 
The  duck  hunts,  there  being  two  this  day,  excited  the  usual  amount  of 
fun  and  amusement ;  "  Old  Dan  the  Duck**  being  the  winner  of  the 
first,  but  the  last  was  lost  by  the  man  of  colour,  ''Joe." 

This  concluded  the  sports  of  the  regatta,  and  we  feel  we  are  bound, 
on  the  part  of  the  public,  to  award  a  word  of  just  merit  to  the  stewards, 
the  committee  of  management,  the  starter,  Mr.  W.  Rosser,  and  the  hon. 
secretary,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  the  various 
duties  imposed  upon  them.  All  worked  heartily  and  cheerfully  together, 
every  one  being  actuated  only  by  the  desire  to  do  his  best  to  cater  for 
the  amusement  of  the  thousands  of  spectators  who  lined  the  shore. 


h.  m.  8. 

Leander 7  57    o 

Blue  Bell 7  58    0 


h.  m.  Bm 

Ariel  7  58  15 

Gertrude 7  58  30 


ROYAL  VICTORIA  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

The  arrangements  of  the  regattas  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  are  worthy 
being  followed  by  the  clubs  in  general,  and  regatta  committees  wo 
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do  irell  to  study  the  oonveiiience  of  yacht  owners^  so  that  they  might 
attend  the  generality  of  plaoes. 

Tueiday^  August  5th,  was  the  first  day,  when  the  chief  portion  of 
vesaela^that  were  at  Cowes  during  the  Squadron  Regatta  were  present 
on  this  occasion.  There  was  a  strong  north-west  wind  blowing,  suffi- 
ciently to  test  the  sea-going  qualities  of  the  respective  vessels.  A  new 
method  of  measuring  yntchts  was  tried  on  this  occasion.  The  rule  for 
the  race  was  for  **  decked  vessels^  belonging  to  any  Royal  Tacht  Club, 
of  any  rig  or  dass  not  over  60  feet  in  length  on  or  below  the  water 
fine  ;  a  time  race  of  about  one  minute  per  foot.  By  this  method  it 
appears  that  the  Glance,  of  36  tons,  had  to  Mow  Cymba,  of  54  tons* 
38  seconds,  and  the  Thought,  25  tons,  7m.  21s.;  Cymba  allows  Thought 
6m.  438.  We  have  not  heard  any  satisfactory  opinion  expressed 
respecting  this  system;  therefore,  should  be  thankful  for  a  few  remarks 
thereon.  The  prize  was  of  the  value  of  £60,  with  £10  added  for  second 
vesseL 

At  the  preparatory  signal  the  following  vessels  were  at  their 
moorings:— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfe  Yaehi  List  for  1860. 


Ho. 


943 
401 


Nunet  of  Taohts. 


Thought. 
Qlance ... 


IgOiCymba 


Hlg. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


25 
36 
54 


Owners. 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 

A.  Duncan,  Esq. 

Capt.  B.  H.  Smith  Barry. 


The  Folly  and  Quiver  were  entered,  but  did  not  start  At  lOh. 
31m.  the  signal  was  given,  and  up  flew  the  muslin,  with  Thought  lead-* 
ing,  followed  by  Glance  next,  Cymba  last.  The  course  to  be  sailed 
was  from  the  station  off  Ryde  Pier  to  the  eastward  outside  the  Neman, 
thence  round  the  Nab,  returning  to  the  westward,  round  the  west  buoy 
of  the  Middle,  back  to  the  pier,  passing  between  Commodore's  vessel, 
the  Brilliant,  and  the  pier-head,  twice  round.  In  their  progress  to  the 
Noman  the  Glance  took  the  lead  from  Thought,  afiter  passing  which  a 
regular  trial  for  first  place  took  place  between  the  three,  which  termi- 
nated by  Cymba  giuning  the  lead,  which  she  kept  throughout  the 
race.  After  rounding  the  Nab,  an  appearance  of  clouds  gave  indica- 
tion of  more  wind,  which  they  prepared  for  by  striking  topmasts,  and 
whilst  passing  the  Noman  they  experienced  a  tremendous  squall  from 
the  north  with  nun.  At  12h.  20m.  the  Cymba  passed  Ryde  Pier 
about  4  minutes  ahead  of  Glance.  They  then  laid  their  course  on  the 
port  tack  down  the  Middle,  but  had  to  make  several  short  boards  before 
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they  could  weather  the  west  huoy,  the  extreme  end  of  the  course  to  the 
westward.  The  Cymba  rounded  the  buoy  about  Ih.  Sin.,  and  with 
topsail  and  whole  canvas  set,  with  the  others  following,  the  first  round 
was  finished  thus:— 


m. 

28 


8. 
34 


h. 
.  1 


m. 
34 


B. 
10 


1 


m. 
34 


& 

50 


Cymba 1    28    34    Glance 1    34    10  |  Thought 

»The  wind  about  this  time  began  to  western  a  little,  and  they  ^- 
ceeded  on  the  second  round  of  the  course  without  any  particular  occor- 
rence  happening,  except  that  showers  of  rain  completely  deluged  all 
hands,  both  ashore  and  afloat.  On  approaching  the  Nab  they  ^ain 
took  in  their  topsails  and  housed  their  topmast.  The  Cymba  rounded 
the  Nab  for  the  second  time  seven  minutes  and  a  half  in  advance  of  the 
Glance,  and  the  latter  a  minute  and  a  half  ahead  of  the  Thought. 
There  was  a  stiff  breeze  now  prevailihg  from  the  westward,  with  a 
nasty  sea  running,  which  completely  smothered  them.  There  was  no 
change  in  their  positions  throughout  the  remunder  of  the  course,  and 
the  match  was  finished  as  follows  :^- 


h.  m.   8. 

Cymba ^.  3  59  36 

Glance 4    8  10 


Thought 


h.  m.  <^ 
.493 


Wednesday, — In  consequence  of  the  two  small  vessels  having  with- 
drawn from  the  contest  on  the  previous  day  ft  purse  of  10  sovereigns  was 
subscribed  by  the  members  of  the  club,  and  10  sovereigns  by  the  Com- 
modore, which  was  sailed  for  by 

Numbered  aa  in  Hvnfs  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


No. 

761  Quiver, 
354IF0II7  . 


Names  of  Yachts. 


Rig- 


cutter 
cutter 


Tods, 


12 
12 


Owners. 


Capt  T.  Chamberlayne. 
W.  L.  Parry,  Esq[. 


Course  from  off  Ryde  to  the  eastward,  round  the  Warner  Light^vessel, 

thence  to  the  westward  round  the  Calshot  Light- vessel  and  buoys  of  the 

Brambles  to  the  pier.     At  lib.  35m.  a.m.  the  little  vessels  were  started 

from  their  respective  stations  by  a  gun  from  the  firilliant,  Commodore 

G.  Holland  Ackers,  Esq.     The  weather  throughout  was  very  squall;, 

with  incessant  rain,  which  rendered  the  atmosphere  so  misty  that  it  ^'^ 

impossible  after  the  departure  of  the  yachts  in  this  match  to  dis 

anything  afloat  with  precision  until  their  return  to  the  goal,  which      > 

as  follows: — 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  . 

Folly 2  20   0  I  Quiver..,. 2 
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7hur€day, — Prike,  value  £50,  open  to  cutters,  R.V«Y.C.;  to  start  at 
lO  a.in.;  time  race,  half  Ackers^  scale;  a  prize  of  £10  to  the  second 
▼esBel. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


Ko. 


Names  of  Yachts. 


943 
50 

490 
53 
23 


Thought. 
Arrow..., 
Julia  .... 


Audox .. 
Amazon 


Rig. 

Tons. 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

102 

cutter 

122 

cutter 

59 

cutter 

46 

0wnen< 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
T.  Ghamberlayue,  Esq. 

G.  Fielder,  Esq. 

J.  H.  Johnston,  Esq. 
H.T.Smith,  Esq. 


The  Thought  and  Amazon  did  not  appear  at  the  moorings,  therefore 
at  lOh.  57m.  the  preparatory  gun  was  fired  from  the  Commodore*8  flag- 
ship, and  a  white  flag,  hoisted  at  the  fore  topmast  head,  denoted  the 
coarse  was  to  he  eastward.  At  llh.  2m.  the  starting  gun  gave  anima- 
tion  to  the  expectant  crews; — aloft  went  the  snowy  canvas,  the  trio 
canted  to  the  northwards  and  away  they  flew,  Arrow  leading,  with 
Audax  seoond,  and  Julia  well  up.  In  this  order  they  proceeded  to  the 
Neman,  after  passing  whibh  the  Arrow  jibed  over,  and  on  the  arrival  of 
the  others  in  her  wake  they  followed  her  example.  There  was  still  a 
pleasant  breeze  from  the  northward  and  westward,  and  they  steered  for 
the  Nab.  Julia,  when  nearly  abreast  of  the  Warner,  struck  her  gaff- 
topsail  and  dropped  considerably  astern.  About  five  minutes  afterwards 
she  set  another  topsail.  On  the  yachts  nearing  the  Nab  they  jibed  over» 
and  prepared  to  round  on  the  port  tack.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Arrow 
luffed  up  and  rounded  the  Nab  Im.  15s.  ahead  of  Audax,  and  5m.  25s. 
of  Jidia.  After  passing  the  Neman  the  Arrow  continued  on  the  port 
tack  for  five  minutes,  and  then  went  abouti  and  worked  down  to  the 
westward,  tacking  as  occasion  required  until  the  Middle  buoy  was 
rounded,  when  the  breeze  fell  light,  and  the  first  round  was  completed 
as  follows:-* 


Arrow 


h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s.  I 

.  2  28  so    Audax 2  45  10    Julia. 


h.  m.  s. 
.  3  12    8 


t 
i 

t 

. 
1 

i 

< 

f 


They  then  proceeded  on  the  second  course,  but  the  race  was  between 
two  A's,  as  the  Julia  had  lost  too  much  ground  ever  to  recover 
I  a  fiur  position.  The  wind  was  on  the  increase  as  they  proceeded 
lie  Nab,  and  at  times  it  blew  rather  strong.  No  change  took  place 
ounding  the  Light-ship,  and  on  their  return  they  had  a  beating  wind, 
two  leading  vessels  keeping  about  the  same  distance  from  each 
9r,  and  with  no  probability  of  the  young-un  overhauling  the  old 
>urite,  barring  accidents.  The  time  which  the  latter  had  to  allow 
9. — VOL.  IX.  3  o 


398  hunt's  yachting  magazine. 

the  former  was  rather  a  serious  affiiir  (10m.  45s.)  At  4h.  30m.  the 
Arrow  passed  the  pier,  going  down  to  the  westward,  followed  at  an  in- 
terval of  about  nine  minutes  :  stiff  breeze,  but  they  kept  their  gaff-top- 
sails up.  After  making  three  or  four  tacks,  they  weathered  the  buoy  of 
the  Middle  for  the  second  time. 

From  hence  they  bore  away  and  completed  the  remainder  of  the 
course  as  follows:-— 

h.  m.  8. 1                                               h.  1EL  a. 
Arrow 5  58  50  |  Audax 6    4  lO 

being  a  difference  of  5m.  203.  in  favour  of  the  Arrow,  bat  she  had  to 
allow  to  her  Cesser  opponent  time  for  difference  of  tonnage. 

Private  Match. — August  10th.— This  match  was  between  ths 
Y.  V.Y.C.  schooner,  Zouave,  105  tons,  R.  Arabin,  Esq.,  and  ihe  R.y.Y.C. 
schooner,  Ella,  106  tons,  Sir  Gilbert  East,  Bart,  for  £50  a-^de.  Tviee 
round  the  Victoria  Course.  There  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  west- 
ward throughout,  and  although  it  is  not  the  f  )rtoue  for  all  to  ooounaDd 
success,  let  us  sooth  the  mortification  of  the  loser  by  saying  that  fiom 
first  to  last  it  was  evident  that  the  amount  of  canvas  earried  the  day. 
The  Zouave,  we  learn,  measured  an  area  of  4,904  yards,  whereas,  att 
the  Ella  could  muster,  was  4,404  yards,  and  was  one  ton  larger.  How- 
ever, it  was  agreed  that  an  allowance  should  be  made  of  one  mumte  lor 
every  100  yards  minus  of  the  Zouave;  and,  consequently,  she  had  to 
allow  five  minutes  to  the  Ella.  It  having  been  arranged  that  the  atari 
should  be  effected  under  the  direction  of  the  Commodore,  a  gun  was 
fired  from  the  Brilliant  at  lOh.  40m.,  and  both  yachts  immediately 
obeyed  the  signal;  but  the  Ella  took  the  lead,  and  when  off  the  Nomao 
buoy,  the  Zouave  oame  up  hand  over  hand  and  passed  her,  and  ever 
afterwards  maintained  the  pride  of  place.  There  was  very  little  noveUj 
after  this,  each  made  the  best  of  their  way  round  the  Nab^  and  thence 
worked  back  to  the  westward.  On  approaching  the  Middle  buoy  a 
tack  or  two  was  found  necessary  before  rounding  it.  The  western 
limit  of  the  course  being  effected,  it  was  "square  away,*"  and  with 
flowing  sheets  they  completed  the  first  round  of  the  course,  by  paassing 
between  the  Brilliant  and  the  Pier-head,  as  follows.— Zouave,  lb.  dOn. 
45s.;  Ella,  Ih.  36m.  158. 

The  Zouave  having  a  clear  gain  of  5m.  30s.,  thus  &r  savu  i- 

tance.  After  passing  Ryde  Pier  the  Zouave  *^  goose  winged**  '"  id 
appeared  to  increase  her  distance,  being  now  off  the  Sandshead,  le 
the  Ella  had  just  cleared  the  Pier.  Having  rounded  the  N^^  sy 
kept  their  reach  on  the  port  tack  for  some  distance.     At  2h.  ^^  th 
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on  opposite  tacks,  the  Zouave  reaching  in  towards  the  Sandshead. 

Tlie  Inreeie  continued  fresh,  and  although  there  was  not  apparently  five 

xninutea  distaooe  between  the  vessek  on  passing  the  I^er,  down  the 

Middle^  still  the  Ella  was  all  that  to  leeward.      The  Ella  appeared  to 

Iiave  lost  ground  fix>m  some  mishap  to  her  jib-tack,  or  jib-boom,  appa- 

reniljy  when  dose  to  the  Nonian,  but  after  a  delay  of  about  20  minutes 

'vre  observed  she  bent  a  small  jib.     2iOuave  under  her  lower  sails  with 

topmast  housed,  making  surety  double  sure,  while  the  Ella  carried  her 

main  gaff-topsail  throughout       They  now  made  a  long  reach  to  the 

northward,  and  as  soon  as  each  brought  the  west  buoy  of  the  Middle  on 

theiir  weather  quarter  they  tacked  and  rounded  the  buoy,  and  with 

flowing  sheets  reached  the  goal  as  follows  : — Zouave,  3h.  49nL  Os.; 

£lla,  4h.  Om.  30s. 

Thus  the  Zouave,  although  gaining  an  advance  in  the  two  rounds  of 
Ufa.  dOs.,  yet  having  to  allow  five  minutes  to  her  antagonist,  beat  her 
handsomely  by  6h.  30m.     It  was  an  e^tciting  race. 

During  the  afternoon  the  amusements  were  •confined  to  boat  racing 
aooording  to  the  official  card,  and  the  following  is  the  order  which  the 
reepeotive  winners  were  declared.      The  whole  was  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Charles  Potts,  who  acted  on  the  occasion  in  his  usual 
capacity  as  clerk  of  the  course. 

The  first  race  was  by  yachts*  four-oard  gigs,  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Victoria  Yacht  Club.  First  prixe  £3,  second  £2,  third  £1,  fourth  15s. 
The  match  was  completed  as  follows: — Esmeralda,  U.  Ormsby  Rose, 
Esq.;  Aline,  Capt.  Thellusson;  Irish  Lily,  H.  Morant,  Esq.;  Galatea, 
T.  Broadwood,  Esq.;  Beatrice,  J.  E.  W.  Roils,  Esq.;  Eclipse,  H.  a 
Fearon,  Esq. 

A  first-rate  match,  well  contested.  In  the  second  round  the  Esme- 
ralda cut  out  the  Aline  when  rounding  the  eastern  mark  boat.  The 
whole  might  have  been  covered  with  a  table  cloth. 

The  second  race  was  for  dingies,  and  open  to  all;  two  men  in  each 
boat — to  row  as  they  pleased.  First  prize  £1,  second  15s.,  third  lOs., 
fourth  5s.: — Eliza,  J.  Gawn;  Irish  Lily,  H.  Morant,  Esq.;  Malvina, 
G.  Drayton;  Why  Not,  R.  Reward;  Brilliant,  Commodore;  Clio^ 
r      n  Sheila;  Zuleika,  C.  Matthews,  Esq.;  Aline,  Capt.  Thellusson. 

}  third  race  was  for  life  boats,  bona-fide  carried  by  yachts  belong- 
t  to  any  Royal  Yacht  Club.  A  rowing  match.  First  prize^  £5; 
s  nd,  £3;  third,  £2.: — Destiny,  Col.  Grimes;  Brilliant,  Commodore; 
J     a,  Capt  Phillimore;  Clio,  Capt.  Shells. 

*he  fourth  race  was  a  duck  hunt.      Winner,  £l;  loser,  10s.      This 
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was  woD  by  tbe  Duck,  Henr}*  Wheeler,  and  afforded  endless  mirtfa  ta 
the  spectators  on  the  pier. 

The  fifth  race  was  for  yachts^  dingies,  belonging  to  any  Royal  Yadhi 
Club.  First  prize,  £1;  second,  15s.;  third,  10s.;  ibizrth,  58.:— 
Brilliant,  Commodore;  Galatea,  T.  Broadwood,  Esq,;  Afioe,  CaptL 
Thellas8on« 

The  nxth  race  was  for  icullers,  open  to  a]l.  One  man  <Hily  in  each 
hoat.  First  prize,  £1;  second,  168.;  third,  lOs.;  fourth,  Ss.: — ^Whtte 
Squall,  B.  Beyis;  Why  Not,  R.  Howard;  Pallas,  W.  Gawn;  Mahnna, 
G.  Drayton ;  Irish  Lily,  H.  Morant,  E^. 

An  interesting  match,  in  which  the  Pallas  and  Malvina  came  m  ntA 
and  oeck  for  the  third  place. 

A  grand  ball  in  the  evening  closed  the  regatta. 


WEYMOUTH  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

Thb  annual  /ete  at  Weymouth,  under  the  patronage  of  the  prosa dent 
and  Tice-presidents,  came  off  on  Monday  last.  There  were  many  yacbt» 
at  anchor,  besides  those  about  to  participate  in  the  spwts  of  the  day  ; 
also  numerous  pleasure  boats  of  every  description.  The  schooner  Benita, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Freestun,  was  gaily  decorated  with  signal  flags,  as 
also  the  committee's  steamer  and  other  craft.  Equal  display  was  mani- 
fest on  the  flag  poles  on  shore,  and  the  regatta  was  witnessed  by  a  veiy 
numerous  assemblage  of  gaily-dressed  spectators.  The  Great  Western 
and  South  Western  Railways  have  their  termini  in  the  heart  of  the  town, 
and  one  train  from  Bristol  and  intermediate  stations  brought  down 
nearly  800  persons,  and  the  South  Western  steamer,  the  Wonder,  horn 
Southampton,  contributed  at  least  half  that  number. 

The  following  programme  was  presented  on  the  occasion,  viz:-— 
Three  sailing  matches  by  yachts,  and  five  rowing  matches.  For  the 
first  prize  a  Purse  of  50  sovereigns,  presented  by  the  Borough  menabers, 
for  yachts  not  exceeding  80  tons,  four  to  start  or  no  race;  course,  four 
times  round  the  mark  buoys,  which  are  stationed  and  moored  in  the  bay 
for  the  purpose,  forming  a  circuit  of  about  eight  or  ten  miles,  and 
presenting  every  opportunity  of  having  a  little  beating  work  dnrin?  tbe 
races. 

For  the  second  prize,  a  Purse  of  25  sovereigns,  for  yachts  : d- 

ing  35  tons  o.m.,  course,  three  times  round  the  buoys. 

For  the  third  prize  a  Purse  of  15  sovereigns. 

The  usual  stipulation  of  three  to  start  or  no  race  was  laid  ,  in 
the  programme  for  the  second  and  third  class  of  yachts,  buf  ~         re 
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Were  only  two  entries  in  each  match,  that  formnla  was  dispensed  with 
by  the  committee,  who  had  the  usual  reservation  of  the  right  of  making 
such  alterations  as  might  he  found  absolutely  necessary.  The  weather 
"Was  very  auspicious  hoth  for  the  racing  as  well  as  for  the  spectators. 
There  was  a  beautiful  breeze  from  the  westward,  though  gradually 
decreasing  towards  the  finish,  but  towards  sunset  the  rain  descended  for 
about  an  hour,  which  had  the  e£Pect  of  sending  the  greater  part  of  the 
multitude  to  their  homes. 

The  following  are  the  entries  for  the  first  prize,  value  50  sovereigns  :— 

Aumb^red  om  m  Hmfs  YaehllMtfar  186a 


No. 


Names  of  Tachts 


I  F1A8T  PBIZB. 

1078  Wildfire 

ISSQjclone , 

53  Aiidax 

40l'Qlanoe  


BECOITDFJUZB. 

943'Thoiight 


Rig. 


tchoonor 

cutter 

cutter 

cutter 


cutter 


732  Phantom cutter 


TBIKD  PBIZS. 

76lQuiver   

537  Uttle  Dorritt    


I 


Toiu 


cutter 
cutter 


59 
43 
59 
35 


25 
28 


12 
12 


Owners 


J.  Tumer-Tumer,  Esq. 
J.  Field,  Esq. 
J.  H.  JohuBOD,  Esq. 
A.  Duncan,  Esq. 


F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. 
S.  Lane,  Esq. 


Capt  Chamberlayne 
S.  B  Talbot,  Esq. 


The  whole  were  time  races  of  30  seconds  per  ton  without  regard  to 
classification,  schooners  being  placed  as  cutters.  The  second  class  was 
started  at  lib.  30m.,  the  first  class  at  lib.  45m. ^  and  the  third  class  at 
J2h.  5m.  The  events  of  the  day  were  opened  by  a  salute  from  CoL 
Sir  W.  Lockyer  Freestun's  yacht  the  Benita,  at  lib.  20m.  As  the 
yachts  in  the  various  matches  became  mixed  up  together  a  few  general 
observations  must  suffice.  The  force  of  the  wind  was  not  sufficient  to 
bring  out  any  very  important  manoeuvre — in  fact,  the  respective  races 
were  left  more  to  the  judgment  of  the  respective  masters,  knowledge 
of  the  tides,  and  the  probability  of  the  wind  shifting  and  backing  out 
from  this  and  that  cloud,  which  in  numbers  passed  overhead  throughout 

)  dsLYf  until  the  effect  of  the  sun  caused  them  to  unite  and  disperse 

imselves  in  a  Scotch  mist. 

The  second  match  was  started  first,  and  a  very  interesting  race  was 

)  result ;  both  kept  well  together  throughout,  occasionally  shifting 

~^r  positions  as  each  caught  the  increase  of  the  breeze.  On  the  start- 
gun  being  fired,  they  were  equally  smart  under  canvas,  and  with 

lloon  sails  and  flowing  sheets  stood  for  the  first  mark  buoy,  stationed 
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off  BadcHflb  Point,  ihen  luffed  on  the  port  tack  for  the  buoy  off  Bgnv 
Door,  thence  working  to  windward  to  round  the  buoy  near  the  Vmk- 
water,  thence  returning  to  the  starting  veBsdf  passing  to  the  westward 
of  it  on  completing  each  round ;  this  match  was  dedded  in  &voar  of 
the  Phantom  as  follows  :-— 


Ist  round. 

Srd  Bound. 

h.    m*    8. 

h.    m.    8. 

h.    m.    & 

1      S2   51 

S      15    9 

5      17   10 

1      21   50 

3      IG  30 

5      80  10 

Phantom   ^ 

Thought 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Phantom  came  in  three  nunutes 
ahead  of  the  Thought  in  the  last  round,  and  having  to  allow  her  a 
minute  and  a  half  for  difference  of  tonnage,  was  still  the  winner  by  diat 
amount  of  time. 

The  first-class  yachts  were  started  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the 
second  dass,  as  stated,  under  the  same  auspices  of  wind  and  weatheiv 
On  the  gun  being  fired  the  Audax  led  by  a  trifle^  followed  by  the  Wild- 
fire, who  shortly  came  up  with  her  near  the  first  mark,  and  took  Ae 
lead,  but  for  a  short  time  only.     During  the  second  round,  af^  pamag 
the  eastern  limit  of  the  course,  the  Audax  went  about,  Ixit  the  Wildfire 
kept  her  reach  to  the  southward,  whereby  she  was  thrown  a  long  distanee 
to  leeward;  the  Audax  at  2h.  11m.  reached  to  the  southward  to  round 
the  buoy,  and  gained  considerably  by  this  manoBuvre.     It  was  inferred 
by  many  lookers  on,  that  the  Wildfire,  in  continuing  so  long  on  the 
starboard  tack,  did  so  in  the  expectation  that  the  sqoally  appearance  of 
the  clouds  might  bring  forth  a  shift  of  wind,  but  such  was  not  the  case, 
but  the  error,  if  any,  was  what  any  other  person  might  have  commitled 
under  similar Vircumstances;  as  Penny,  who  sailed  her,  no  doubt  found 
he  could  not  shake  the  Audax  off  firom  him,  he  trusted  to  do  so  by 
chance,  and  consequently  abandoned  her  company.     There  was  not  suffi« 
cient  wind  for  the  Wildfire,  and  by  standing  to  seaward  it  was  his  only 
chance  o£  obtaining  it,  but  by  this  act  he  gained  for  her  a  loss  of  6ro.y 
which  he  never  recovered,  as  will  be  seen  at  her  return  to  the  goal  ^-* 

FIRST   PKIZS. 


Andax... 
WUdfire 
Glance  . 
Cyclone 


Ist  Round, 
h.    m.    8. 
1  32    4 
1  32  34 
I  37    0 
1  45  30 


2nd  Round, 
b.  m.   8. 
3  20  20 
3  26  45 
3  36     0 
gave  in. 


3rd RotrndUdi  Bound. 


Quiver 

Little  Dorrit 


THIRD  PRIZE. 

1st  Round, 
h.  m.  8. 
2  10    0 
2  11   10 


h.  m.  8. 
5  17  30 
5  23  10 
5  44  10 


2nd  Round, 
h.  m.  6. 
4  30  50 
4  38  50 


tu  m.  8. 
7  21  15 
7  26     0 


3] 
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The  rowing  matches  were  during  the  ahsence  of  the  yachts  proceeded 
with.  They  consisted  of  five  purses,  their  contents  varying  from  £5 
down  to  two  sovereigns.  The  first  two,  of  £5  each,  were  hetween  the 
four-oar  galleys  belong  to  the  club,  not  exceeding  32  feet  The  boats 
being  lent  for  the  occasion,  one  was  rowed  by  amateurs.  The  third 
match  was  for  four-oared  galleys  belonging  to  yachts,  prize  £4,  and  the 
others  by  two-oared  boats,  punts,  &c.  The  ball  took  place  at  the 
Assembly  Rooms  in  the  evening. 


ROYAL  WESTERN  YACHT  CLUB  AND  PORT  OF 
PLYMOUTH  ROYAL  REGATTA. 

Tbb  aquatic  carnival  is  carried  on  conjointly  by  the  club  and  the  town, 
and  the  consequence  is,  that  on  all  such  occasions  an  immense  num- 
ber of  the  influential  gentry  give  it  their  countenance  and  support  The 
whole  is  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  the  two  committees,  viz  :>— 
The  Yacht  Club— -J.  C.  Thierens,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Major  Templer, 
Captain  Bacon,  R.N.,  A.F.  Tracy,  Esq.,  and  —  Phillpotts,  Esq. 

The  Town — John  Bumell,  Esq.,  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor ; 
Mr.  H.  J.  Waring,  Vice  Chairman  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Skardon,  Treasurer ; 
Mr.  W.  S.  Kelly,  Secretary  ;  Messrs.  R.  Shurlock,  H.  Fillis,  James 
Shapcott,  C.  Rea,  James  Skardon,  John  Cumming,  H.  Smith,  W» 
Lnce,  W.  H.  Luke,  John  Holmes,  W.  Deny,  and  W.  E.  Reudle.  A 
large  yacht  was  stationed  off  the  Hoe  for  their  accommodation,  and  as 
flag-vessel. 

Thid  first  day  was  Thursday,  August  16th,  which  was  very  fine,  with 
an  excellent  breeze  for  yacht  sailing.     A  g^at  number  of  strangers 
yisited  the  town  on  the  occasion  from  various  parts  of  thu  and  the  ad- 
joining county  of  Cornwall,  excursion  and  other  trains  during  the 
morning  were  continually  pouring  out  their  living  burthens,  and  we 
have  seldom  seen  the  public  streets  so  crowded  with  visitors,  or  witnessed 
the  town  more  gay.     The  Hoe,  the  centre  of  the  day's  attraction,  as 
from  that  charming  spot  the  entire  suling  and  rowing  courses  could  be 
'.imanded,   was   greatly   crowded  with  spectators  from  ten  in  the 
>ming  till  the  shades  of  night  set  in  ;  firom  two  till  six  o'clock  the 
>menade  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  had  an  exceedingly  gay  and  enliven* 
^  appearance  from  the  g^reat  number  of  tiie  rank  and  fuhion  of  the 
rn  and  neighbourhood  assembled ;   there  were  also  a  number  of 
triages  on  the  drive.     Three  military  bands,  viz.,, the  Royal  Marines, 
>8e  of  the  12th  Regt*,  and  the  South  Devon  Militia  were  stationed 
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OD  the  Hoe  and  played  in  their  usual  excellent  style  for  several  hoim 
choice  selections  of  music— an  arrangement  which  added  mudi  to  ^tm 
pleasurable  feelings  of  the  spectators.     A  marquee  fojr  the  aocommoda- 
tion  of  the  corporation,  &c.,  was  placed  on  the  south-eastern  slopes  and 
a  booth  for  the  sale  of  refreshments  was  erected  in  another  part ;  while  to 
accommodate  those  persons  who  had  congregated  under  the  Hoe  aevenl 
booths  were  fixed,  all  of  which  appeared  to  be  well  attended    The 
waters  of  the  Sound  were  dotted  with  an  unusually  large   number  of 
yachts  and  boats  in  every  direction,  many  of  which  were  dressed  in 
colours  in  honour  of  the  day. 

The  first  match  announced  on  the  cards  was  for  schooners,  prise  80 
sovereigns.  Three  to  start,  but  in  consequence  of  the  Wildfire  and 
Galatea  only  entering  there  was  no  race. 

The  second  was  for  a  prize  of  60  sovereigns  given  by  the  club,  for 
cutters  belonging  to  any  Royal  Club,  above  20  tons  ;  time  half  a  minate 
per  ton  up  to  60  tons,  and  a  quarter  of  a  minute  per  ton  above.     The 
first  vessel  to  receive  50  sovereigns,  the  second  10  sovereigns.     Four  to 
start.     The  following  came  to  the  mooring  :— 

Numbered  as  in  Hunt's  Yacht  List  for  I860. 


No. 


63 
401 

48 


Names  of  YaohU 

Audax 

Qlanoe    

Arrow....* 


RiR 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


T0D8 


59 

36 

102 


Ownen 


J.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 

A.  Duucan,  Esq. 

T.  Chamberlayne,  Esq. 


The  start  took  place  at  llh.  18m.     The  Glance  having  the  weather- 
most  station  was  the  first  which  set  her  mainsail  and  got  away,  followed 
closely  by   Audax,  with  Arrow  in   attendance.     In  this  order  they 
proceeded  towards   the  Breakwater,  when  it  was  observed  that  the 
Glance  appeared  in  trouble,  and  it  was  found  that  she  had  carried  away 
her  bobstay,  she  therefore  put  about  and  returned  to  port.     The  two 
A^s  now  *'  made  tracks"  at  a  rattling  pace,  and  Audax  with  the  lead, 
ending  first  round  2m.  ahead.     In  going  for  second  round  the  Old 
Arrow  showed  her  stem  to  her  competitor,  and  after  an  excellent  nm 
she  finished  the   round    Im.  128.  in   advance.      They  now  settled 
down  in  real  earnest  to  go  the  last  round  ;  and  during  which  the  Azr^*' 
carried  away  her  gaff-topsail  yard,  but  this  did  not  prevent  her  < 
tiinuing  ahead,  for  with  a  smartness  for  which  her  crew  are  remarka 
it  was  speedily  replaced,  and  she  increased  her  lead,  for  the  time  at  t 
conclusion  of  the  race  was^^ 


I  h.   m.  s. 

Arrow 4     51  51 


h.   m. 
Audax ...<    4    57 


\ 


\ 


ROTAL  WESTEBH  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 


405 


Inconsequence  of  the  allowance  11  minutesy  which  Arrow  had  to 
allow,  the  Aadax.was  declared  the  winner  of  the  prize  of  50  sovereigns^ 
the  second  prize  being  withheld  in  consequence  of  only  three  starting. 

The  third  match  was  for  the  Steam  Companies'  plate,  value  25  sovs., 

I^ven  by  the  several  Steam^ship  Companies   trading    to   «the   Port. 

Open  to  yachts  of  10  tons,  and  not  exceeding  20  tons ;  half  a  minute 

per  ton  allowed  for  difference  of  tonnage.      Three  to  start  or  no  race. 

There  was  every  a{ft>earance  of  this  not  taking  place,  as  only  Quiver 

and  Souvenir  entered;  but,  subsequently,  rather  than  such  should  occur, 

tiie  owner  of  the  Gondola  entered  her,  so  that  the  start  stood  thus: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hunfa  Yachi  List /or  I860. 


No. 

Nftmes  of  Yachts. 

Big. 

Tons. 

Owners. 

871 
761 

Souvenir., , 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

15 
12 
15 

H.  Hill,  Esq. 

Capt.  T.  Chamberlayne. 

B.  Downing,  Esq. 

Quiver 

Gondola  „.„ » 

•**  • 

They  started  at  12h.  40s.,  and  from  the  celebrity  of  the  two  first- 
named  vessels,  great  interest  was  taken  in  their  movements.  The  Sou^ 
venir  had  the  lead  at  starting,  which  in  fact  she  retained  to  the  finish* 
She  on  this  occasion  showed  great  speed,  for  the  little  Quiver  is  no 
sluggard.  In  first  round  the  Souvenir  was  leading  by  6m.  3s.,  and  in 
the  second  and  last  round  she  was  22m.  54s.  ahead. 

The  fourth  race  for  the  Ladies'  Plate,  value  15  Guineas;  given  by 
the  Town,  for  Pleasure  Yachts  under  ten  tons.  Time  as  in  the  preceding 
Race.     Three  to  start  or  no  race. 


Names  of  Yachts. 


Bnigma  . 

Ida 

Torment. 
Frolic ..». 
GUde  .... 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tons. 


10 
10 
10 
10 
19 


Owners. 


J.  H.  C.  Cooper,  Esq. 
H.  Hocking,  Esq. 
C.  Dyer,  Esq. 
T.  V.  Gurney,  Esq. 
W.  Shilston. 


This  race  excited  much  interest  amongst  nautical  meui  the  yachte 
being  well  known  for  their  sailing  qualities.  A  good  stert  was  effected 
at  IL  25m.,  the  boate  having  got  off  without  any  material  difference, 
but  when  rounding  the  eastern  mark  boat  it  was  observed  that  the 
Cffide  was  placed  in  rather  an  unfavourable  position,  the  cross-trees 
having  slackened  with  the  working  of  the  yacht.  Being  under  heavy 
canvas  her  k>wer  mast  and  trussel-trees  gave  way,  but  very  fortunately 
none  of  her  crew  were  injured,  as  the  men  were  all  aft  at  the  time. 
A  mishap  also  occurred  to  the  Ida,  her  peak-halyards  having  been 
earned  awa^  by  a  strong  puff  of  wind  from  the  westward.     The  Glide 
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was  towed  in  by  the  Frolic,  her  owner  having  rendered  ^^ 
assistance.  The  ran  was  decided  as  follows  :— Enigma,  4h« 
Ida^  4h.  d9m,  lOs.;  Torment,  4h.  47m.  Ss.;  Louisa,  4h.  5dif].  85b. 

This  was  succeeded  by  a  Sailing  Match,  between  waterffleii's  boats 
of  22  feet  and  under,  which  was  decided  as  follow8>-»Flying  DBtchmaOy 
30b.;  Conqueror,  15s.;  and  Hero,  lOs. 

Several  boat  and  gig  races  followed,  amongst  which  were  three  boala 
rowed  by  women,  and  the  celebrated  Saltash  amazons  again  were  vieto- 
rious.  The  boats  belonging  to  some  of  the  yachts  had  vsport  together, 
and  the  Wanderer^s  boat  came  in  firsts  besting  Maritana^  Cuilewy 
Audax  and  Thought. 

The  evening  closed  with  a  grand  ball. 

Second  day-^The  Town  Plate  of  80  sovereigns  was  doomed  to  th« 
same  fate  as  the  Club  Prize  of  80  sovereigns  for  schooners  of  the  pre- 
vious day  ;  but  not  from  thq  same  cause— then  it  was  want  of  numbers; 
now,  however,  three  entered,  viz.: — Wildfire,  Arrow,  and  Glance* 
When  ail  were  ready,  and  expectation  rife,  it  was  found  there  was  a 
"hitch"  somewhere,  which  ultimately  proved  to  be  a  demur  on  the 
part  of  the  owner  of  the  Arrow  to  shifting  ballast,  which,  it  appeared 
the  Committee  sanctioned.  Well  done,  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  you  deserve 
the  thanks  of  every /air  jaf7m^  yachtsman,  for  protesting  against  this 
obnoxious  system.  One  which  we  had  hoped  was  driven  from  aM 
matches  where  royal  clubs  were  concerned. 

The  first  match  was  between  trawlers,  with  all  their  gear  on  board, 
for  prizes,  viz.,  of  12  sovereigns,  for  first  boat,  8  sovereign  for  second, 
and  1  sovereign  for  third.  The  following  started  and  came  in:— 
Daring,  first,  Venture,  second,  and  Pride  of  Devon,  third. 

The  principal  yacht  race  was  for  a  prize  of  60  sovereignfl^  which 
brought  the  following  yachts  to  their  stations  for  starting:*— 

Numbered  OM  in  HunCs  Yacht  List  for  I860. 


Ko. 


1078 
867 


Names  of  Y&chU 


Wildfire 

Galatea  

Camilla  (late  America) 


Rig 


schooner 
schooner 
schooner 


Tons 


59 
124 
144 


Owners 


J.  Tamer-Tomer,  Esq.. 
T.  Broadwood,  Esq. 
H.  E.  Dude,  Esq. 


The  allowance  of  time  the  Camilla  had  to  make  to  Gralatea  was  9m^ 
and  to  Wildfire,  7^m.  At  lib.  20m.  the  gun  was  fired,  and  an  ex- 
cellent start  was  effected.  The  Camilla  had  the  weathermost  stattoot 
and  Galatea  to  leeward.  The  Wildfire  was  the  first  to  get  under  way, 
although  covered  by  the  huge  sails  of  the  Camilla  she  was  placed  to 
great  disadvantage.    The  Camilla  soon  showed  ahead,  and  when  ahreaU 
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oF'ihe  Breakwater  had  a  decided  lead  of  ASs.,  with  the  saucy  Wildfire 
ploughing  her  way  next,  and  Galatea  close  up.  There  was  an  excellent 
breeze  at  the  time  (i2h.)  and  after  they  had  rounded  the  Western 
mark-boat  they  ran  in  before  the  wind;  and  as  the  time  will  show  the 
dose  proximity  of  one  yessel  to  the  other,  made  the  race  when  they 
returned  within  the  Breakwater  very  exciting,  and  many  were  the 
conjectures  of  which  would  ultimately  become  the  winner.  The  ground 
finished  thus :— -Camilla,  Ih.  4m.  47s.;  Wildfire,  Ih.  5m.  198.;  and 
Galatea,  Ih*  6m.  66s.  In  proceeding  on  the  second  round  they  stilt 
kept  their  portions,  and  at  the  finish  the  Camilla  had  increased  her 
distance  to  9m.  lis.,  and  which  she  further  increased  in  the  third* 
finishing  the  race  thos:— « 

h.  m.  s.  ]                           h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  f. 

Camma   4  27  25  ]  Wildfire 4  47  13  |  Galatea 4  67  36* 

Dedacting  the  allowance,  7m.  SOs.  to  WNdfire  she  won  by  1 2m.  ISs. 

The  next  match  was  between  Audax  and  Glance,  which  started  at 
12h.  24m.,  and  three  rounds  were  contested  without  any  variation. 
The  Audax  took  the  lead  and  kept  it  throughout,  and  ended  the 
match  by  coming  in  ahead  of  Glance  Sm,  29s.,  but  as  she  had  to  allow 
half  a  minute  per  ton  for  difiereace  of  tonnage,  the  prize,  50  soys  ,  was 
awarded  to  the  Glance. 

The  next  race  was  for  a  Cup,  value  10  guineas,  presented  by  Mr. 
Bate^  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  for  yachts  of  10  tons  and  under,  with  £5 
added  by  the  committee;  three  times  round  the  Breakwater: — Enigma, 
10  tons,  J.  H.  C.  Pope,  Esq.;  Ida,  10  tons,  R.  Hockling,  Esq.;  Louisa, 
8  tons,  G.  Jessop,  Elsq.;  Torment,  10  tons,  C.  Dydr,  Esq. 

The  Glide  was  entered,  but  not  having  replaced  her  mast  (carried 
Bway  yesterday),  she  did  not  start.  The  lot  got  away  in  beautiful  style 
together  at  Ih.  46m«  45s.,  and  went  along  in  such  close  company  that 
in  going  round  outside  the  Breakwater  Enigma,  Ida*  and  Torment  were 
not  three  seconds  apart,  Louisa  being  about  30  seconds  in  their  wake. 
Beating  to  the  westward  produced  some  change  in  positions.  Ida 
showed  first  on  entering  the  Sound,  and  Louisa  exchanged  places  with 
Torment. 

In  this  round  Torment  came  to  grief  (main  halyard  carried  away), 
and  gave  up.  Beatidg  up  from  the  Cobler,  Enigma  lost  her  jib-sheet, 
"but  kept  her  place  by  men  going  on  the  bowsprit  and  holding  the  sheet; 
notwithstanding  that,  they  were  buried  in  the  sea  at  every  dip.  Round- 
ing the  committee  boat»  they  rove  a  fresh  jib-sheet,  and  kept  on  their  way 
admirably. 
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b.  m*  B.  I                           h.  m.  8. 1  h.  in«  fl« 

Ida   4  20  14  I  Enigma 2  24    2  |  Louisa 4  42  34 

Ida  thus  recovered  the  laurels  she  lost  yesterday.  This  result  ia 
owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  night  her  mast  was  moved  a  foot 
forward.  In  making  the  last  tack,  beating  up  from  the  Cobler,  Elnigma 
overreached  herself,  and  lost  several  seconds.  Enigma  was  badlj 
sailed,  carrying  a  balloon  jib  when  working  to  windward. 

A  prize  of  jEl2,  for  pleasure  boats,  was  won  by  the  Phantom,  beating 
Amelia,  Gem,  Flower  of  the  Flock,  and  Blue  Belle. 

These  were  followed  by  a  sailing  match  between  watermen^'s  boats* 
rowing  matches,  &c. 

There  was  a  prize  offered  thb  day  by  the  tradesmen  of  the  R.W.T. 
Club,  two  yachts  entered,  the  Souvenir  and  Quiver,  but  it  did  not  come 
off,  as  Capt.  Chamberlayne,  following  the  good  example  of  the  owner  of 
the  Arrow,  objected  to  trimming  ballast. 


PRINCE  OF  WALES  &  WELLINGTON  YACHT  CLUB  MATCHES. 

On  the  13th  of  July  last  these  matches  took  place,  and  being  the  last  of  the 
season,  and  for  good  prizes,  it  is  piuch  to  be  regretted  that  old  Boreas  was 
napping  on  that  day.  The  **  oldest  inhabitant**  never  recollected  such  extra- 
ordinary matches.  The  prize  in  Prince  of  Wales  match  was  a  nlver  cup, 
value  25  sovs.,  and  that  of  Wellington,  the  Challenge  Cup,  value  ^  sova , 
presented  by  Hb  Grace  the  Duke  of  WelUngton.  The  following  entered 
and  started: — Prince  of  Wales  Match. — Surprise,  8  tons,  Mr.  Carr ;  Violet, 
9  tons.  Lord  de  Ros ;  Rifleman,  7  tons,  Mr.  Gade ;  Emily,  8  tons,  Mr. 
Hewett.  Wellington  Match. — Surprise,  8  tons,  Mr.  Carr;  Violet,  9  tonst 
Lord  de  Ros ;  HaideCj^  8  tons,  Mr.  Bartlett ;  Strathfieldsaye,  9  tons,  Mr. 
Gambardella. 

The  start  took  place  about  llh.  53m.,   and  the  course  was  from  Erith  to 
Chapman  and  back;  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  anything  like  a  breath  of 
wind,  the  furthest  point  reached  was  the  lower  part  of  Northfleet  Hope, 
where  the  steamer  anchored  after  a  run  to  Gravesend  and  back.    Having 
waited  a  considerable  time  the  Haidee  managed  to  round  her  about  2h.  368., 
and  the  Rifleman,  after  a  tedious  delay,  about  8h.  20m.      It  beiogr  useless 
to  wait  for  the  others,  which  were  dodging  about  the  upper  part  of  the 
Hope,  the  steamer's  mud-hook  was  raised,  and  she  gently  steamed  back  to 
Erith,     The  Haidee  rounded  the  buoy  at  5h.  35m.,  and  the  Rifleman  at 
5b.  55m.;  the  former  received  the  Wellington  prize,  the  latter  the  Prince  of 
Wales's.   The  Wellington  Cup  having  been  won  by  the  Haidee  last  year,  Mr. 
Bartlett,  her  owner,  now  becomes  the  possessor  of  the  splendid  trophy.    The 
sun  shone  brilliantly,  and  to  parties  who  merely  went  to  enjoy  a  fine  day 
on  the  water)  with  plenty  of  eating  and  drinking,  it  was  all  they  could 
desire. 
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EOYAL    CANADIAN    YACHT    CLUB. 

Wfi  are  bappy  to  learn  that  this  Club,  to  which  the  yachting  interesta  on 
on  the  inland  waters  are  very  largely  indebted,  is  now  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition.  Under  the  able  management  of  its  executive  officers,  and  espe- 
cially, the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  whom  the  Club,  both  individually 
and  collectively,  are  under  the  greatest  obUgations,  its  financial  affairs  are  in 
a  most  satisfactory  position,  and  it  only  requires  that  those  of  the  members 
who  are  still  in  arrears  should  pay  up  their  subscriptions,  to  obviate  all 
further  difficulties  in  a  pecuniary  respect. 

Now,  also,  that  the  yachting  season  has  recommenced,  the  number  of 
Dew  members  who  apply  for  admission  at  each  meeting  is  very  encouraging, 
and  all  of  those  who  have  been  proposed  for  a  long  time  past  have  been  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  a  ciedit  to  the  Society.  At  a  late  meeting  seven 
gentlemen  were  ballot  ted  for  and  duly  admitted,  and  to  show  how  generally 
the  influence  of  the  Gub  extends,  and  how  little  it  is  confined  to  Toronto, 
we  may  mention  that  of  these  seven  three  'were  from  Cobourg,  one  firom 
"Whitby,  and  only  three  from  the  city. 

The  Club  numbers  now  some  two  hundred  members,  who  are  scattered. 
over  an  parts  of  the  country  from  Quebec  to  Samia.  Entered  upon  the 
Club  list  there  are  eighteen  yachts,  of  which  twelve  are  over  ten  tons  and 
ten  over  fifteen.  The  meetings  of  the  Club  are  held  regularly  at  the  Club- 
ship,  moored  near  the  Union  Station,  which  affords  excellent  and  spacious 
accommodation  in  all  weathers,  and  is,  on  fine  afternoons,  a  most  agreeable 
place  of  resort,  of  which  the  members  largely  avail  themselves. 

We  may  add  that  a  new  ship-keeper  has  just  been  engaged,  a  Mr. 
McKenzie,  a  most  respectable  man,  who  was  formerly  a  boatswain  in  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  who  will  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  all  those  who  keep 
yachts  and  boats,  and  who  are  in  the  habit  of  firequenting  the  club- vessels. — 
Ladies,  also,  who  may  feel  inclined  to  make  the  club-vessel  a  lounge  in  hot 
weather,  will  receive  every  attention  from  the  officers  of  the  club,  or  from 
those  who  are  in  charge  of  the  vessel. 

Of  all  out-of-door  amusements,  yachting  is,  unquestionably,  the  finest. 
It  affords  scope  for  the  exercise  of  a  high  degree  of  scientific  research.  It 
is  most  useful  to  commerce,  by  showing  in  what  respects  the  building  of 
vessels  can  be  improved.  Of  all  manly  recreations  it  gives  the  widest  field 
for  adventure,  and  the  greatest  variety  of  enjoyment,  while  at  the  same  time, 
it  is,  more  than  any  other,  at  variance  with  everything  in  the  shape  of  low 
and  degrading  dissipation.  It  is  true  that  there  was  a  time  in  Toronto 
when  these  latter  remarks  could  not  have  been  deemed  applicable,  and  when 
many  of  those  who  were  connected  with  yachts  were  of  a  character  with 
whom  it  was  neither  agreeable  nor  creditable  to  associate.  Happily,  how- 
ever, this  is  no  longer  the  case.  By  taking  high  ground  at  the  outset  the 
leading  men  of  the  Club  have  establishsd  an  entirely  diffepent  state  of  things, 
and  no  man  who  does  not  know  how  to  behave  himself  as  a  gentleman  is 
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allowed  to  claim  the  ho6or  of  being  a  member  of  the  R.  C  T.  G.  Kxeep* 
tional  cases  will,  of  course,  now  and  then  occur,  but  they  are  daily  growing 
less  frequent,  and  if  the  officers  of  the  Club  continue  to  be  as  jealous  of  its 
reputation  as  they  have  hitherto  been,  such  cases  will  be  but  seldom 
heard  of. 

The  yachts  have,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  been  rather  late  in  coming  out 
this  year,  but  the  prospects  of  the  season  are  very  fevourable.  At  Cobonig^ 
a  new  vessel  of  17  tons  has  been  bmlt,  which  bids  fair  to  eclipse  everything 
on  our  waters.  In  this  city,  also,  the  third  officer  of  the  Club,  an  experienced 
and  enthusiastic  yachtsman,  has  come  out  with  a  new  craft  which  will  be 
dangerous  in  smooth  water,  and  the  Commodore  has  put  on  a  new  rig,  from 
which  great  things  are  expected.  [Since  the  above  was  in  print  we  have 
received  an  account  of  Regatta,  but  too  late  for  insertion  this  month.] 


BIRKENHEAD  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTAS. 

Thb  regatta  in  connection  with  this  Club  took  place  July  14tb  and« 
notwithstanding  the  unfiivourable  state  of  the  weather,  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  came  off  with  considerable  eclat.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day 
there  was  a  strong  breeze  from  S.W.,  which,  however,  moderated  towards 
noon.  Rain  fell  at  intervals  in  the  forenoon,  but  towards  two  o'clock  the 
sun  shone  forth  occasionally  from  behind  the  dark  dense  clouds  which  had 
settled  over  the  Mersey,  and  tempted  some  thousands  of  people  from  their 
homes  and  occupations  to  witness  the  aquatic  sports.  The  river,  particularly 
in  fix)nt  of  Woodside  Ferry,  presented  an  unusually  animated  scene,  from 
the  number  of  yachts  and  other  vessels,  all  gaily  decorated  with  bunting, 
which  had  anchored  close  to  the  Cheshire  shore.  Amongst  these  were 
particularly  observable  the  yacht  Gauntlet,  belonging  to  Mr.  Geo.  Hanisony 
the  vice-commodore  of  the  club,  and  her  Migesty's  screw-steamer  Seamew. 
From  the  Woodside  promenade  there  was  also  a  formidable  display 
of  flags  and  streamers.  South  of  Birkenhead  a  large  number  of  ships  and 
other  craft  of  various  sizes  had  anchored,  and  these  in  some  measure 
obstructed  the  course  of  the  yachts  and  the  other  boats  which  contested  the 
several  races,  besides  obstructing  the  view  fr^m  the  shore.  The  vice-com- 
modore's yacht,  the  Gauntlet,  served  as  the  flag- ship  or  the  starting  point. 
The  threatening  appearance  of  the  weather  doubtless  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting many  persons  fix>m  witnessing  the  regatta,  but,  in  defiance  of  the 
louring  state  of  the  elements,  some  thousands  of  spectators  assembled  oa 
the  Woodside  promenade,  and  in  the  shipbuilding  yards  and  other  places 
adjoining,  from  which  a  view  of  the  races  could  be  obtained.  The  Woodside 
steamer  Newport,  left  the  north  landing-stage  at  half-past  one  o'clock,  and 
Woodside  at    twoi  with  a  large  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen^  who. 
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in  addition  to  the  pleasure  excited  by  the  regatta,  were  much  gratified 
with  the  ezcelleot  music  of  the  baud  belonging  to  the  reformatory  ship 
Akbar. 

The  first  race  was  for  four- oared  river  gigs,  the  first  prize  being  £5  and 
the  second  £2.  The  course  was  from  the  flag-ship  round  the  floating  light 
moored  off  Tranmere,  leaving  her  on  the  starboard  hand.  Three  to  start, 
CHT  no  race.  There  were  three  entries,  namely,  the  Prima  Donna,  T.  Hatton, 
owner  s  the  Nimble,  T.  Hatton,  owner;  and  the  Havelock,  R.  Newton, 
owner.  The  signal  for  starting  was  fired  at  25  minutes  to  three  o'clock. 
The  Havelock  took  the  lead,  but  was  soon  passed  by  the  Prima  Donna. 
The  EUivelock,  however,  was  not  long  in  again  taking  the  lead,  and  main- 
tained her  position  till  she  reached  the  flag*ship,  having  won  the  race 
easily.  The  boats  came  in  as  follows : — 1,  Havelock ;  2,  Prima  Donna  ;  3, 
Nimble. 

The  second  race  was  a  very  handsome  silver  cup,  valued  at  15  guineas, 
presented  by  Henry  Harrison,  Esq.,  of  Kingston-upon-Thames,  Surrey,  for 
yachts  under  six  tons  belonging  to  any  club.  The  course  was  firom  Wood- 
side  pier  round  a  flagboat  stationed  off  Bromborough  Pool,  thence  round  a 
flagboat  stationed  southward  of  the  Dingle,  back  to  flagboat  at  Bromborough 
Pool,  thence  round  flagboat  southward  of  Dingle — ^returning  direct  to  south 
of  Woodside  pier,  passing  between  the  shore  and  flagboat  on  the  starboard 
hand.  All  other  marks  and  flagboats  to  be  left  on  the  port  hand.  Time — 
One  minute  and  a  half  up  to  five  tons ;  one  minute  over.  The  entries  were 
as  follows : — Barraeouta,  3^  tons,  J.  M.  Hannay,  Esq. ;  Waif,  3^  tons,  D. 
Morrison,  Esq. ;  Zephyr,  5^  tons.  R.  Beaver,  Esq. ;  Stella,  3^  tons.  Rear 
Commodore ;  White  Squall,  4^  tons,  R  Anderson,  Esq.  The  signal  for 
starting  was  fired  exactly  at  three  o'clock.  The  yachts  were  quickly  under 
weigh,  the  White  Squall  taking  the  lead.  A  stiff  breeze  was  blowing  at  the 
time,  and  considerable  interest  was  manifested  as  to  the  sailing  capabilities 
of  the  small  craft  as  they  sped  through  the  water.  The  White  Squall  was 
the  winner  of  the  race,  the  arrivals  at  Woodside  being  as  follows: — White 
Squall,  5h.  13m.  13s.,  Bariacouta,  5h.  16m.  22s.,  Stella,  5h.  17m.  5s.  The 
two  other  yachts  were  not  timed. 

The  third  race  was  a  sailing  match  for  river  gigs,  the  first  prize  being  £Z 
and  the  second  £2.  Once  round  the  above  course.  The  following  were 
the  entries :— Nimble,  Thomas  Hatton ;  George,  John  Green ;  William  and 
Henry,  R.  W.  Potter ;  Elizabeth,  W.  Bennett ;  Star  of  Temperance,  Thomas 
DoUison  ;  Mary,  T.  Donnely  ;  I  will  if  I  Can,  C.  Green.  This  race,  which 
was  exceedingly  well  contested,  was  won  by  the  George,  the  Nimble  coming 
in  second,  the  Mary  third,  and  I  Will  if  I  Can  fourth. 

The  next  race,  which  started  shortly  before  four  o'clock,  was  four  boats 
from  the  reformatory  ship  Akbar,  the  first  prize  being  £2  and  the  second 
10s.  The  fine,  healthy,  and  strong  appearance  of  the  youths  excited  general 
admiration.  The  course  was  once  round  the  floating-light  moored  off  Tran* 
mere.    The  following  was  the  order  of  arrival  at  the  flag-ship :— 1  Never- 
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too-late;  2,  Never  Fear;  3,  Perhaps- we-shall ;  4,  No-yoa-woii*t;   5>Kis0^ 
me-qoick. 

Race  five  was  for  men-of-war  boats.  First  pHze,  £5  ;  second,  J62  ;  third, 
£\  ;  ibarth,  lOs.  The  course  was  once  round  the  floating-light  moored  olT 
Tranmerct  leaving  her  on  the  starboard  hand. 

This  was  a  capital  match,  and  caused  much  excitement.  The  first  ^g  of 
the  Seamew  came  in  first;  Captun  Mends'  new  gig,  second;  the  first 
cutter  of  the  Majestic,  third;  and  the  gig  belonging  to  the  Dapper, 
fourth. 

The  next  race  was  for  silver  medals,  presented  by  the  Commodore,  fcnr 
ibur-oared  gigs,  rowed  and  steered  by  gentlemen  amateurs,  no  out-riggers 
being  allowed.    The  rsce  was  won  easily  by  the  Clutha. 

The  seventh  and  concluding  match  was  a  punt  chase  for  £2,  which  created 
more  fun  and  amusement  than  any  of  the  others.  Mr.  R.  Mitefaell,  a 
Maltese,  occupied  the  punt,  and  in  his  character  of  <*  duck*'  defied  all  the 
attempts  of  the  boatmen  to  seize  him. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  regatta,  Mr.  William  Scott,  the  honorary  secre 
tary,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  gentlemen,  went  on  bosrd  the  Newport 
and  presented  the  silver  cup  to  Mr.  Anderson,  the  owner  of  the  White 
SqualL  Mr.  Scott,  in  making  the  presentation,  said  that  the  winner  was  a 
young  member  of  the  club,  and  he  was  very  happy  to  find  that  he  waa 
successful  so  soon  after  he  had  joined. — Mr.  Anderson,  in  accepting  the 
cup,  said  the  race  had  been  well  contested,  and  he  thought  the  winner  was 
deserving  of  the  prize. 

On  board  the  Gauntlet,  the  vioe-commodore,  Mr.  G.  Harrison,  entertained 
a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings, 
«' Success  to  the  Mersey  Yacht  Club"  and  other  toasts  were  dronk^ 
Mr.  Alderman  Parker  suitably  replying  to  the  "Town  and  trade  of 
Liverpool." 

The  closing  match  of  the  season  of  this  club  took  place  on  Satordayv 
Auguut  11,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  arrangements  of  Afh 
Scott,  the  secretary,  were  such  as  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  but  fat  the 
very  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather  the  attendance  would  doubtless  hav« 
been  worthy  of  the  occasion.  The  Woodside,  one  of  the  most  commodioiia 
of  the  company's  steamers,  was  chartered  to  accompany  the  match,  with 
Phillips's  band  on  board,  the  inner  man  being  duly  cared  for  by  Mr.  Ander* 
son.  The  starting  gun  fired  precisely  at  Ih.  55m.,  the  course  being  from  Wood- 
side  Pier  round  a  flagboat  stationed  off"  Bromboro'  Pool,  thence  round  a 
flagbost  stationed  southward  of  the  Dingle,  back  to  a  flagboat  at  Bromboro' 
Pool,  thence  round  a  flagboat  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  to  flagboat 
BUtioned  southward  of  Woodside  Pier,  back  round  the  flagboata  stationed 
off  Bromboro'^  Pool  and  southward  of  the  Dingle,  returning  direot  to  the 
south  of  Woodside  Pier,  passing  between  the  ^ore  and  flagboat,  having  the 
last-mentioned  flagboat  on  the  starboard  hand.  AU  other  marks  and  flags 
to  be  left  oji  the  port  hand.     Time  one  i^ute  and  a  half  up  to  five 
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tons,  one  minute  over.  The  following  yachta  came  to  the  starting 
poBi :— Vision,  7^  tons,  C.  H.  Coddington,  Esq. ;  Snake,  7i  tons,  W.  Wil- 
kinson,  Esq.;  Stella,  7^  tons,  A.  Bower,  Efq. ;  Zephyr,  5^  tons,  R.  Beaver, 
Esq. ;  Barraoouta,  3^  tons,  J.  M.  Hannay,  Esq. 

The  prize  was  a  handsome  silver  cup,  value  15  guineas,  iVom  the  manufac- 
tory of  Pronioli,  Church-street,  Liverpool 

A  good  start  was  effected,  and  the  Snake  went  off  with  the  lead.  The 
Vision,  however,  came  quickly  up  to  her,  and  here  some  generalship  was 
displayed  in  the  attempt  to  get  to  windward,  and  after  running  close  in  to 
the  Cheshire  shore  the  Vision  at  last  succeeded  in  ohtsining  the  lead.  The 
Bairacouta  during  this  time  had  been  making  the  most  of  her  opportunity, 
and  was  ildly  half  a  mile  ahead.  The  Zephyr  hoisted  a  topsail,  and  seemed 
to  carry  too  much  sail,  so  that  the  attention  of  those  on  board  of  the  steamer 
was  fixed  on  her  movements.  On  jibing  round  the  Bromboro*  flagboat  her 
topsail-yard  fortunately  broke,  or  she  must  have  had  a  spill }  but  aiUr  that 
being  made  snug  she  proceeded  steadily  on  her  course,  until  the  loss  of  her 
bowsprit  threw  her  out  of  the  race.  The  Stella,  a  centre-board,  built  on 
lines  by  Fish,  the  American  builder,  has  had  her  centre-board  moved  by  the 
Bear-Commodore,  and  now  goes  very  fast.  We  consider  her  to  have  been 
the  best  sailer  in  the  match.  The  Bromboro'  boat  was  rounded  as  follows  : 
-^Barraoouta,  2h.  20m.  SOs. ;  Snake,  2h.  23m.  Os. ;  Vision,  2h.  23m.  28. ; 
Zephyr,  2h.  24m.  Os. ;  Stella,  2h.  24m.  30s. 

It  was  here  that  an  alleged  foul  took  place,  and  which  led  to  a  protest 
being  entered  at  the  close  of  the  race.  The  Snake,  as  will  appear  above, 
waa  two  seconds  ahead  on  rounding  the  flag-boat ;  it  being  a  flood  tide,  and 
the  wind  from  the  north-west,  she  had,  of  course,  to  jibe,  which  sent  her  a 
little  to  leeward.  The  Vision  passed  between  her  and  the  flag-boat,  for  which, 
from  the  steamer,  there  appeared  plenty  of  room,  but  the  same  tactics  again 
appeared,  the  Snake  forcing  the  Vision  right  up  to  windward ;  but  though 
we  watched  the  affair  closely,  whatever  our  opinions  may  be  respecting  the 
•tjrle  of  sailing;  we  could  not  see  a  foul,  and,  being  nearer  the  flag- boat  than 
aaaal,on  account  of  watching  the  Zephyr  round,  we  were  fully  capable  of 
coming  to  a  decision.  On  rounding  the  Dingle  flag-boat  the  Vision  was 
fifieen  seconds  ahead,  and  increased  it  by  fifteen  seconds  on  the  return  to 
the  Bromboro'  boat ;  the  Barracoota  having  fouled  the  Dingle  flag-boat,  was, 
of  course,  out  of  the  race.  The  first  round  was  made  as  follows  (Wooddde 
flag-boat): — ^Vision,  3h.  47m.  15s. ;  Snake,  3h.  52m.  45s. 

The  Stelhi  was  not  timed.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  match  the  time  was 
aa  ioUows: — ^Vision,  5h.  5m.  Os.;  Snake,  5h.  10m.  SOs.,  Stella,  5h.  27m.  Os. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  oame  on  board  of  the  steamer,  and  immediately  lodged  a 
protest  against  the  Vision,  and  the  whole  matter  was  argued  before  the  com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  last,  who,  after  having  heard  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
from  the  owners  and  their  captains,  and  examined  several  witnesses,  were 
unaaimously  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Coddington  the  owner  of  the  Vision,  was  en- 
titled to  the  price.    Mr.  Coddington  having  being  called  into  the  room,  the 
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Vice-  Commodorer  amounced  the  deeisioo,  and  in  a  few  appropriate  reiiiark« 
presented  the  cup  to  that  Gentleman.  Mr.  Coddington,  in  repljring,  thanked 
the  Commodore  for  his  kind  speech,  and  invited  the  members  present  to 
drink  **  Success  to  the  Club.**  Both  winner  and  loser  were  toasted,  and 
the  proceedings,  which  occupied  about  two  hours^  closed  in  the  most 
harmonious  manner. 


IRISH  MODEL  TACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Tha  last  match  for  this  season  of  this  Club  was  sailed  on  Thursdaf, 
August  2.  The  prizes  offered  were  for  each  class,  but  with  the  proviso  that 
if  any  did  not  fill  the  amottnt  allotted  to  it  should  be  rateablj  divided  among 
the  others.  There  were  no  entries  for  the  first  class,  r.e.,  exceeding  15  and 
not  exceeding  25  tons,  the  Banba  frightened  all  the  others  of  her  tonnage* 
but  at  three  o^clock  the  following  little  craft  were  seen  taking  up  their 
stations  within  the  mouth  of  Kingstown  Harbour. 

Second  class.  Dove  12  tons,  T.  D.  Eeogh,  Esq. ;  Virago,  10|  tons,  Capt. 
Byrne.  These  were  old  competitors,  and  as  the  latter  had  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  her  bowsprit  in  the  last  race  for  the  Chib  Challenge  Cup  at  a  time 
when  she  was  well  ahead,  the  Dove  having  previously  sent  her  top- mast  over 
her  side,  great  interest  was  taken  in  their  present  meeting.  The  third  class 
was  represented  by  the  Electric,  8  tons,  R.  Casey,  Esq. ;  and  the  Ida,  8|  tonav 
J.  A.  Lyle,  Esq. ;  the  Flirt,  though  entered,  not  having  come  from  Howth ; 
while  of  the  fourth  class,  t.e.,  under  6  tons,  the  Temeraire,  schooner,  S 
tons,  E.  J.  Bolton,  Esq.  ;  Torpedo,  sloop,  4  tons,  A.  Thomas,  E^. ;  Truant, 
centre  board,  3  tons,  M.  Eendrick,  Esq. ;  and  Hookey  Walker*  wherry,  3 
tons,  Capt.  H.  L.  Jackson,  put  in  an  appearance. 

It  was  agreed  that  all  should  start  together,  the  two  larger  classes  to  round 
the  two  Burford  and  two  bar  buoys,  and  the  smaller  fry  contenting  them- 
selves with  inspecting  one  of  each  of  these  marks.  Considerable  delay 
occurred  in  consequence  of  the  juveniles  not  being  provided  with  their  own 
anchors  and  chains,  as  they  had  expected  to  be  able  to  ava3  themselves  of 
those  of  the  larger  classes  when  iet  go,  and  when  the  guns  were  actually 
fired  to  prepare  and  go,  the  Temeraire  and  Torpedo  were  stiH  reaching  out 
to  their  places ;  they  were,  however,  three  or  four  minutes  in  the  rear,  so  it 
was  considered  that  they  by  this  means  would  pay  the  penalty  for  thm 
ignorance. 

At  3h.  36m.  they  all  started  with  a  fresh  S.W.  breeze,  so  fresh,  indeed,  that 
it  was  soon  clear  that  some  of  the  party  would  never  go  round  the  ecu — 
while  others  found  use  for  their  reef  earrings  ir)ien  they  haided  on  a  wi 
The  Ida  was  first  out  of  the  harbour,  but  having  i^  topsail  and  her  topn. 
bound,  she  was  passed  by  the  Virago  with  a  jib*hea^^^  one,  and  Dove  w 
her  No.  2  square,  but  having  got  the  strike  on  end  wnlfr  &  smartness  v« 
creditable  to  amateurs,  and  a  few  yards  of  canvas  upon  it,  sh^b^^<^  ^^  ^^^  ^' 
with  the  larger'boats  in  a  dead  run  before  the  wind  to  SouthS^^^^  ^^ 
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tliej  rounded — ^VlnigOy  4h.  8m.,  Dove,  4h.  8m.S08.,  Ida,  4b.  4m.l08.,  Electric, 
4b.  lOni.  The  Temeraire,  baykig  ruD  past  Truant  aod  Hookey  Walker  on 
the  vay  down,  rounded  fir»t  of  the  little  ones,  and  they  at  once  commenced 
to  beat  back  against  a  dead  noser,  with,  for  them,  a  considerable  loss,  though 
luckily  the  ebb  tide  going  with  the  wind  made  less  of  a  jabble  than  woidd 
oth^wise  have  been  the  case.  The  others  went  on  their  way  merrily  to 
North  Burford,  which  they  reached — ^Virago  4h.  16m.  SOs.,  Dove  4h.  17m.  30s., 
Ida  4h.  18m.  808.,  Electric  4h.27m.  30s.,  and  it  was  then  in  topsails  and  a  dead 
beat  of  five  miles  against  wind  and  tide. 

The  Virago,  remembering  the  start  the  Gipsy  got  in  the  first  race  of  the 
season,  went  about  round  the  buoy,  and  reached  back  into  the  bay,  while  the 
Dove  and  Ida  kept  their  laff  in  under  Howth,  and  the  better  judgment  of 
this  proceeding  was  shown  by  both  weathering  Virago.  When  they  stood 
out  again,  nothing  daunted,  she  at  once  went  about  after  them,  and  the 
three  proceeded  away  together,  Dove  with  her  topmast  on  end,  but  no  top- 
sail, Virago  with  a  jib-headed  top^sail,  and  the  little  Ida  having  as  much  as 
she  could  well  manage  with  her  whole  mainsail,  small  jib,  and  housed  top- 
mast. Ail  were  splendidly  handled,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  their 
amateur  crews,  one  paid  hand  only  being  allowed  in  each  boat,  which  was  to 
forfeit  all  daim  to  prize  if  he  touched  the  tiller. 

There  were  several  other  yachts  out  to  watch  the  match,  the  Heroine 
schooner  especially,  with  a  large  party  of  ladies  on  board,  going  along  beau- 
tiiully  under  the  lee  of  the  little  racers. 

Unluckily  the  rain,  which  had  been  gathering  all  day,  commenced  to  fiill 
heavily  about  half-past  four  o'clock,  and  soon  began  to  tell  tales  on  the 
breeze,  so  that  when  the  Dove  got  round  the  South  Bar  Buoy,  at  5h.  58m.,  she 
took  almost  the  last  of  it  into  the  harbour  with  her,  leaving  the  Virago, 
which  had  rounded  at  5h.  53m.,  and  Ida  at  5h.  56m.,  hardly  enough  to  carry  them 
inside  the  piers,  when  it  fell  a  flat  calm,  and  they  were  each  some  30  minutes 
getting  across  the  harbour  to  the  flag- vessel,  having  hardly  ateerageway  ;  at 
Umes  the  rain  falling  in  torrents.  The  gun  was  fired  for  the  Dove  at  6h.  14m., 
Virago  6h.  25m.,  Ida  6h.  35m.  10s.,  most  provoking  ending  of  a  beautifully 
aailed  and  eontested  race. 

The  Electric  was  quite  overpowered  in  turning  to  windward,  and  made 
the  best  of  her  way  home,  with  three  reefs  down,  so  that  the  Ida  had  an 
easy  victory  in  her  class.  Of  the  others,  the  Truant  and  Torpedo  gave 
up,  and  the  Temeraire  arrived  at  7h.38m.ls.,  and  the  Hookey  Walker  at 
7h.  58m.  4a. 

Thus  ended  the  fourth  and  last  match  of  the  season,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  a  club  so  desirous  to  encourage  a  real  knowledge  of  sailing  and  of  hand- 
Hog  their  own  yachts  amongst  gentlemen,  as  evinced  by  their  limiting  the 
Bomber  of  paid  hands  to  one  in  each  boat  in  all  their  races,  and  by  the  whole 
proceeds  of  the  club  being  expended  in  prizes  to  be  sailed  for  by  the  mem- 
bers, will  receive  increased  support  next  year,  and  that  they  will  be  favoured 
with  better  weather  than  has  been  their  lot  this  most  unprecedentedly  wet 
season. 
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This  club,  which  continaes  to  puraue  its  career  Terj  BuceessfbUjr,  held  its 
third  regatta  tor  the  aeason,  on  Tharaday*  August  2,  on  Oulton  Broad,  a 
beautiful  sheet  of  water  near  Lowestoft  The  weather,  though  not  extraor- 
dinary fine,  was  cool  and  pleasant,  and  there  was  a  nice  topsail  breese  fironn 
the  west,  which  sent  the  yachts  through  the  water  in  delightful  style.  The 
course  was  marked  out  by  the  buoys  lud  round  the  Broad,  the  winding  aur- 
fece  of  which  was  covered  with  a  goodly  collection  of  crafl  of  all  descriptions ; 
and  the  meeting  attracted  a  considerable  number  of  visitors  from  the  sur- 
rounding district  and  Lowestoft,  which  might  be  readily  discerned  in  the 
distance.  The  entire  scene  was  picturesque  and  animated,  and  probably 
the  meeting  was  altogether  one  of  the  best  which  the  club  has  yet 
held. 

The  first  match  was  the  third  phase  in  the  competition  for  the  prize  of 
£15  for  yachts,  with  regard  to  which,  the  Belvidere  was  successful  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  season  held  at  Cantley,  and  the  Oberon  at  the  second 
meeting  at  Wroxham.  As  the  prize  to  be  awarded  must  be  taken  by  the 
same  yacht  on  a  majority  of  occasions,  the  meeting  on  Thursday  was 
virtually  a  deciding  contest  between  the  Belvidere  and  Oberon  s  but  two 
new  competitors  appeared  in  the  Kestrel,  12}  tona»  Mr.  W.  Butcher  of  Nor- 
wich, and  the  Marguerite,  a  handsome  new  yacht  of  5  tons,  built  at  Cowea* 
for  Mr.  H.  K.  Thompson.  The  tonnage  of  the  Belvidere,  which  belongs  to 
Mr.  T.  M.  Read  of  Yarmouth,  is  9  tons,  and  that  of  the  Oberon,  Mr.  R.  K 
Morton  of  Aylsham,  5  tons.  The  course  was  four  times  round  the  Broad  or 
altogether  about  nine  mites.  The  start  took  place  at  Ih.  12m.  dOs.,  the  Oberon 
taking  the  lead,  and  the  Belvidere  closely  following.  It  soon  became  evi* 
dent  that  the  contest  as  between  the  Oberon,  Belvidere,  and  Kestrel,  would 
be  very  keen,  but  the  Marguerite  scarcely  realised  the  expectations  formed 
respecting  her,  and  in  the  second  round  retired.  The  pn^ess  of  the  three 
other  well  matched  competitors  was  watched  with  great  ioteresty  as  they 
were  not  more  than  a  few  seconds  apart,  especially  in  the  second  round* 
This  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  return  of  the  time  officially  noted : — 
Oberon,  Ih.  28m.  lOs. ;  Belvidere,  Ih.  28m.  17s.;  Kestrel  lb.  28ni.  2ds.  ; 
Mai^erite,  retired. 

About  this  period  of  the  match  the  Oberon  and  Belvidere  were  so  doae 
together  that  in  rounding  one  of  the  buoys  on  the  Carlton  side  of  the  Broad» 
a  dispute  arose  between  them  as  to  their  sailing  tactics,  the  Belvidere  con- 
tended that  the  Oberon  had  taken  an  unfiiir  advantage  in  going  too  near  th^ 
buoy,  so  as  to  improperly  impede  her  (the  Belvidere's)  way.  The  chaige 
was  denied  on  the  part  of  the  Oberon,  which  was  stated  to  have  been  nu 
into  by  the  Belvidere,  and  to  have  received  some  little  damage ;  and  a 
rather  warm  argument  afterwards  ensued  on  the  pmnt,  on  board  the  Com* 
niodore*s  yacht,  the  Argonaut    The  Oberon  •  as  will  be  seen  fixun  the 
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•onexed  retnni  of  tlie  time  at  winch  the  third  and  fi>arth  rounds  were  oom- 
pletedy  lost  the  first  place,  which  Ae  had  fbnnetly  held;  hut  as  the 
BeiWdere  had  to  allow  two  mtuutes  for  difference  of  tonuage,  and  had  an 
adtFBDta^B  at  the  close  of  onlj  46sec.,  the  Oberon  daimed  the  price.  A 
protest  was  entered  by  the  Belvidere  with  regard  to  the  course  taken  by  her 
opponent  in  rounding  the  buoy,  but  we  haye  not  heard  the  decision  of  the 
committee.  The  yachts  were  timed  as  under :— Belvidere,  2h.  tm.  17s ; 
Oberon,  2h,  9m.  Ss. ;  Kestrel,  2h.  10m.  30s. 

A  considerable  time  was  lost  without  any  result  in  discussing  the  dispute, 
the  statements  made  on  the  subject  being  conflicting ;  and  the  second  match 
of  the  day — that  between  foresail  and  mizen  latteens — was  somewhat  post- 
poned. Only  three  rounds  were  consequently  sailed,  and  the  wind,  which 
had  become  rather  light,  again  freshened  and  sent  the  competitors  along  at 
audi  a  rate  that  the  contest  was  yery  quickly  over. 

The  prize  of  £15  was  offered  on  the  same  conditions  as  in  the  proceeding 
match,  and,  as  the  Vampire  won  at  Cantley  and  the  Merlin  at  Wroxham,  it 
was  left  to  Oolton  to  decide  between  them.  The  tonnage  of  the  Vampire, 
which  belongs  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Everett  of  Coye,  is  8^  tons,  and  that  of  the 
Merlin,  Messrs.  Foster  and  Hubbard,  Brundall,  4  tons.  The  Atalanta, 
Colonel  Wilson  of  Beccles,  was  entered,  but  did  not  proceed  with  the 
match.  The  start  took  place  at  3h.  49m.,  and  the  Merlin,  which  carries  an 
immense  quantity  of  canvas  in  proportion  to  her  size,  soon  obtained  the 
lead.  The  wind  fieshening  considerably,  the  crew  of  the  Merlin  considered 
it  prudent  to  strike  her  mizen,  and  the  Vampire  then  began  to  draw  upon 
her,  and  finally  passed  her,  but  in  the  third  round  all  sail  was  again  set  by 
the  Merlin,  and  the  lost  ground  recovered.  The  contest  was  admirably 
maintained,  and  at  the  close  of  the  second  round  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
was  only  a  difference  of  46sec : — Merlin,  4h.  26m.  448. ;  Vampire,  4h  26m. 
40s.  Th«  Merlin  completed  the  third  round  at  4h.  46m.  28s.,  the  Vampure  being 
about  two  hundred  yards  astern.  The  Merlin,  which  had  also  the  advan- 
tage of  an  allowance  of  two  minutes  for  difference  of  tonnage,  consequently 
received  the  prize. 

On  the  following  day,  August  3rd,  another  match  for  the  Challenge  Cup 
took  place  on  the  same  water,  tha  course  being  the  same  as  that  of  the 
aforesaid  matches.  The  Enchantress,  (Mr.  Green,)  having  for  an  antagonist 
the  Merlin,  (Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Foster,  of  Brundall.)  Three  rounds  were 
sailed  which  were  all  won  by  the  Enchantress. 

On  August  15th,  the  cup  was  again  competed  for  in  Yarmouth  Roads, 
and  on  this  occasion  the  Enchantress  was  challenged  by  the  Belvidere, 
(Mr.  T.  M.  Read),  but  as  Mr.  Green  did  not  feel  disposed  to  encounter  the 
open  sea,  he  resigned  the  cup,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Commodore, 
Mr.  Trafford.  A  match  was  then  made  up  between  the  Royer,  (Mr.  T. 
Palmer  of  Norwich,)  and  the  Argonaut,  the  Commodore's  yacht.  The  latter, 
however,  carried  away  her  gaff,  and  was  put  hors  de  ocmbat  The  other  two 
sailed  from  the  Wellington  Pier,  round  a  yawl  moored  between  the  Britannia 
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Pier  and  the  old  jetty,  then  standing  out  to  tra,  roanded  the  St  Nicholas 
light  yesself  and  finally  returned  to  the  Wellington  Her. 

There  was  a  light  wind  from  the  S.S.E.,  and  a  good  deal  of  time  was  in  cod- 
eeqaence  occupied  in  going  over  the  course.  The  start  was  made  shortly  before 
half-past  two,  and  the  Bel?idere  rounded  the  light- vessel  at  3h.22m.5^s.,ihe 
Rover  following  at  Sh.2ffm.308.  The  run  back  to  the  Wellington  Pier  only 
increased  the  advantage  of  the  Belvidere,  which  came  in  at  3h.  44m.  60s^  while 
the  Rover  did  not  make  the  pier  till  Sh.  52m.  40s.  As  the  tonnage  of  the 
Belvidere  is  only  nine  tons,  while  that  of  the  Rover  is  sixteen  tons, 
the  former*s  lead  was  theoretically  increased  by  the  usual  allowance  to 
11m.  205. 

The  weather  was  delightfully  fine,  and  in  the  vast  glassy  expanse  both 
the  winner  and  loser  were  mere  specks.  It  is  not  known  at  present  whether 
the  affiiir  will  be  the  last  of  the  season,  but  there  is  some  tslk  of  a  match  at 
Buckenham  Ferry. 

As  regards  the  dispute  between  the  Belvidere  and  the  Oberon  (Mr.  R.  K. 

Morton  of  Aylsham)  as  to  which  is  entitled  to  the  £\5  prize,  which  was 

to  have  been  definitively  awarded  at  Oulton,  the  committee  of  the  club  has 

Dot  at  present  arrived  at  any  decision.    Probably  a  special  meeting  will  be 

convened  in  a  few  days  to  finally  determine  the  matter. 


RANELAGH  YACHT  CLUB  MATCH. 

Thb  second  match  of  the  season  of  this  above-bridge  club  took  place  on 
tSaturday,  the  4th  August,  over  the  usual  course -betweeen  Batfersea  Bridge 
and  Wandsworth.  The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  with  a  fine 
breeze  from  W.S.W.  The  "  River  Queen**  had  been  chartered  for  the 
occasion,  and  left  the  Cadogan  Pier  at  half-past  one  with  a  large  party  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  on  board.  The  Commodore  having  a  boat  entered  for 
the  match,  the  Vice- Commodore  was  in  command,  and  upon  arriving  aboTe 
Battersea  Bridge  his  flag  received  a  salute  from  the  yard  of  the  City  Steam* 
boat  Company,  which  was  duly  acknowledged.  The  gun  to  take  stations 
Was  fired  at  1  b.  36m.,  and  the  following  yachts  appeared,  viz  :*-Spray,  41  tons, 
George  Hains,  Esq. ;  Clara,  7  tons,  J.  B.  Bumey,  Esq. ;  Ariel,  4  tons,  T. 
Y.  Littlewood,  Esq. ;  Atalanta,  4  tons,  the  Commodore ;  Rover,  61  tons, 
F.  E.  Bucknell,  Esq. 

TTie  yachts  having  being  inspected,  and  all  being  in  readiness,  the  gun  to  pre* 
pare  was  fired  at  Ih.  57m.,  and  the  starting  gun  at  Ih.  59m.  80s.  We  may  I — ) 
mention  that  the  Atalanta  on  the  day  previous  while  at  the  Eton  and  Wi 
minster  match  had  carried  away  her  topmast  and  otherwise  came  to  gri 
Her  spirited  owner,  however,  determined,  if  possible,  to  start  to  make  spo 
but  found  it  was  absolutely  impossible,  the  gear  being  so  much  out  of  or 
that  the  sails  would  not  hoist  above  half-way  up,  and  after  swinging  r 
drifliog  some  distance  she  was  obliged  to  drop  anchor.    The  Clara  was  £ 
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round  and  off,  bot  getting  into  irons,  the  Spray  came  op  with  her  and  the 
two  went  off  together.  Rover  next,  and  then  Ariel,  these  two  last  were 
hampered  by  a  barge  which  had  escaped  the  eye  of  the  Vice- Commodore. 
The  Atalanta  as  we  have  ;  stated,  could  not  hcMst  her  canvas  and  never 
appeared  in  the  race.  The  Clara  and  Spray  looked  well  up  the  Reach, 
followed  by  Rover,  who  at  Price's  appeared  to  gain  a  little.  They  had  to 
make  one  tack  to  get  round  the  buoy  at  Wandsworth  with  something  less 
than  a  minute  between  them.  The  Clara  now  increased  her  lead  and  hoisted 
a  square  sail,  but  quickly,  and  we  think  very  prudently,  dowsed  it.  The 
Spray  after  rounding  had  somewhat  increased  the  distance  between  herself 
and  Rover,  but  the  latter  soon  picked  up  again  and  at  the  Silk  Factory  was 
in  her  former  place  again.  They  rounded  the  first  time  as  follows  :~Claray 
2h.  27m.  80s.;  Spray,  2h.  29m.  80s.;  Rover,  2h.  30m.  lOS.;  Ariel^ 
2h.  37m.  Os. 

These  positions  were  maintained  to  Wandsworth,  except  that  Spray 
slightly  drew  on  Clara,  and  Rover  on  Spray.  After  rounding.  Rover  and 
Spray  were  together,  and  commenced  what  is  usually  termed  **  fiddling," 
^ving  the  Clara  an  opportunity,  of  which  she  promptly  availed  herself,  of 
of  going  right  away  fi'om  both.  The  times  of  the  second  round  were: — 
Clara,  2h.  54m.  20s.;  Spray,  2h.  59nL  SOs.;  Rover,  3h.  Om.  I5a,;  Ariel^ 
db.  lOm.  308. 

The  Clara  went  off  with  a  very  long  lead,  and  the  Spray  somewhat  im- 
proved her  position,  but  at  Wandsworth  was  obliged  to  make  an  extra  tack^ 
on  account  of  being  hampered  by  the  steamboat,  thus  allowing  Rover  to 
come  up  again.  By  the  time  Rover  was  round  at  Wandsworth,  the  Clara 
was  off  Price's.  The  Spray  and  Rover  again  made  a  pretty  race  of  it,  and 
the  match  finished  as  follows  : — Clara,  3h.  20m.  30s. ;  Spray,  3h.  28m.  20sv ; 
Rover,  3h.  29m.  40s. ,  Ariel,  3h.  43m«  Os. 

The  Commodore  then  in  a  humorous  speech,  complimented  Mr.  Burney 
and  Mr.  Haines  upon  their  success,  and  presented  them  with  the  prizes,  of 
of  the  value  of  £15  and  7  guineas.  Those  gentlemen  having  returned  thanks, 
and  the  day  being  young,  the  steamboat  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Richmond, 
dancing  to  a  capital  band,  being  the  order  of  the  day.  Refireshmenta 
of  first-rate  quality  were  provided,  and  everything  passed  off  most 
satis&ctorily. 


WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA   REGATTA. 

Ox  Tuesday,  July  8 1st,  this  affair  came  off,  and  was  witnessed  by  an  im* 
mense  number  of  persons— the  trains  from  Norwich  bringing  from  1,500  to 
2,000,  and  adjacent  country  likewise  contributed  its  quota  of  **  holiday 

fblka.** 
Wells  stands  on  an  arm  of  the  sea  somewhat  resembling  an  L  in  shape 
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the  quayside  being  as  it  were  on  the  lower  part  of  the  letter.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  day  the  low  state  of  the  tide  was  an  obstacle  to  the  eom- 
mencement  of  the  proceedings,  and  in  the  afternoon  it  set  strongly  in  an 
unfhToorable  direction,  so  that  when  the  yachts  were  started  they  drifted 
backwards  instead  of  making  way  forwards,  and  although  tack  after  tack 
was  made  with  the  greatest  perseverance,  a  full  hour  elapsed  without  some 
of  them  having  chained  a  dozen  yards.  To  make  matters  more  nntbrtimate, 
they  kept  crossing  and  re-crossing  each  other's  tacks,  and  bloeking  up  the 
water-way,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  start  the  competitors  in  the  second 
match ;  and  still  further  to  complicate  tlie  business,  the  rowing  matches 
could  not  be  proceeded  with,  because  the  parties  engaged  were  on  board  the 
delayed  craft.  Under  these  difficult  circumstances  there  was  nothing  for  it 
but  patience,  and  as  the  counter  set  of  the  tide  became  less  strong  and 
adverse,  about  half.past  five  the  competitors  at  last  succeeded  in  ronnding 
the  comer  of  the  L-like  stream  and  standing  straight  out  to  sea,  when  their 
progress  was  comparatively  easy. . 

The  first  match,  of  which,  after  these  necessary  explanations,  it  is  now 
time  to  (^ve  some  details,  was  between  pleasure  yachts,  the  first  reoeiviog  a 
piece  of  plate  of  the  value  of  10  guineas,  and  the  second  a  silver  tankard. 

The  entries  comprised — the  Victoria,  20  feet,  Mr.  Dunn  of  Hnnstanfoo  ; 
the  Fancy,  20  feet,  Mr.  Haycock  of  Wells ;  the  Echo,  16  feet,  Mr.  Dewing, 
of  Bumham ;  the  Ulysses,  20  fbet,  Mr.  Cook,  of  Wells ;  the  Gazelle, 
20  feet,  Mr.  Wells,  of  Blakeney ;  the  Cuthbert,  18  feet,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Wells ;  and  the  Volante,  14  feet,  Mr.  Tyrrell  of  Welk.  The  Voknte  and 
Fancy  did  not  start. 

The  course  was  from  moorings  opposite  the  quay  round  a  bnoy  in  the 
Fool,  leaving  the  buoy  on  the  larboard  hand  and  back  to  the  starting  point, 
altogether  from  three  to  four  miles  i  and  half  a  minute  per  foot  was 
allowed  for  difference  of  length. 

Allusions  has  already  been  made  to  the  tidal  difficulties  encountered,  and 
which  the  wind  (W.N.W.)  was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  overcome.  It 
should  be  added  that  the  Ulysses  and  Gazelle  fouled^  the  f^Niner  losing  her 
gaff-topsail,  and  being  put  hart  de  eomhaU  The  Echo  for  some  time  main- 
tained the  lead  in  the  endless  tacks  in  which  the  first  hour  and  half  was 
wasted,  but  when  the  point  of  the  stream  was  at  last  rounded,  at  6h.  Sim., 
the  Gazelle  obtained  the  first  place,  the  Fancy  and  Echo  following.  The 
run  down  to  the  sea  was  then  effected  in  very  good  style,  and  in  rounding 
the  buoy  the  competitors  had  not  changed  their  relative  positions ;  in  re* 
turning,  however,  the  Fancy  was  distanced  by  the  Cuthbert,  which  followMl 
very  close  in  the  wake  of  the  Gazelle,  and  the  Echo  was  put  out  of  co  t 
altogether.  The  match  closed  as  follows :  ^Gazelle,  Th.  11m.  86a. ;  Or-  > 
bert,  7h.  12m.  25s. ;  Fancy,  7h.  86m.  26%. 

As  the  length  of  the  Gazelle  ezoeeded  that  of  the  Cuthbert  by  two  fi  , 
she  would  have  to  make  an  allowance  of  one  minute  to  the  Cutbbi  , 
which,  it  will  be  observed,  was  only  49s.  behind  her  oppooentt      On  < 
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^faole  the  match  was  towards  the  close  a  very  interesting  and  well  contested 
af&ir. 

The  second  item  on  the  programme  was  a  sailing  match  by  ships,  or  fishing 
boats,  for  a  purse  of  three  guineas,  the  first  boat  receiving  two-thirds,  and 
the  second  one- third.  The  course  laid  down  was  the  same  as  before,  and  an 
allowance  of  15  seconds  was  made  for  difference  in  length.  The  following 
started:— Industry,  15ft,  Whittaker,  of  Wells;  Dart,  17ft,  Jay,  of  Wells; 
Gipsy,  16ft,  R.  Shreeve,  of  Wells ;  Lark,  16ft,  J.  Shreeve,  of  Wells ;  Three 
Brothers,  20ft,  Holliday,  of  Blakeney ;  True  Blue,  20ft,  Allen,  of  Wells ; 
Driver,  14ft,  EUender  of  Wells.  The  start  was  effected  firom  a  more  fiivour- 
able  point,  and  the  Lark  took  the  lead,  but  she  was  soon  distanced  by  the 
True  Blue  and  Dart,  which  were  but  half  a  boat's  length  firom  each  other.  The 
buoy  was  rounded  in  the  following  order  :~True  Blue,  Dart,  Lark,  Lidustry, 
and  Gipsy,  the  two  others  having  given  up.  The  run  down  was  well  and 
elosely  contested,  the  True  Blue  completing  the  match  at  6h.  29m.  25s.;  the 
Dart  at  6h.  34m.  358:,  and  the  Lark  at  6h.  38m.  15s«  The  first  prize  was 
accordingly  awarded  to  the  True  Blue,  and  the  second  to  the  Dart. 

The  remainder  of  the  programme  was  made  up  of  rowing  matches.  Li 
the  first  of  these,  which  was  competed  for  by  four-oared  ships'  boats,  a 
purse  of  four  guineas  was  offered  by  the  ladies  of  Wells,  and  the  following 
entered  : — Lidustry,  Whittaker  of  Wells ;  Lark,  J.  Shreeve  of  Wells ;  Dart, 
Jay  of  Wells ;  Whim,  Powditch  of  Wells ;  and  Clio,  Parr  of  Lynn.  A 
good  deal  of  stamina  and  pluck  was  displayed  in  this  match,  which  resulted 
in  the  Dart  taking  the  first  and  the  Lark  the  second  prize. 

A  prize  of  three  guineas — the  first  taking  two-thirds  and  the  second  one- 
third — was  offered  for  crab-boats,  and  after  some  delay  the  following 
started :— Lobster,  of  Weyboume ;  Crab,  of  Weyboume ;  Queen,  of  Sherring* 
ham  ;  and  Dart  of  Wells.    The  Dart  proved  the  winner. 

A  Sculling  Match  for  15s  (the  first  boat  receiving  lOs.  and  the  second  5s) 
was  competed  for  by  the  Industry,  Lark,  Eliza  Smith  of  Wells ;  William  and 
Ann  Green  of  Wells ;  and  Clio»  This  was  a  keen  and  well-contested  affiur, 
the  William  and  Ann  taking  the  first,  and  the  Lidustry  the  second  prize. 

Finally  a  Purse  of  three  guineas  was  offered  for  four-oared  ships'  boats, 
and  Lidustry,  Lark,  Dart,  Whim,  Chance,  Smith  of  Wells,  and  Clio  entered. 
The  Industry  proved  the  winner.  A  shovel  match  which  was  announdbd  to 
take  place  did  not  come  off,  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour ; 
but  otherwise  the  committee,  who  persevered  under  difficult  circumstances, 
fulfilled  all  their  engagements.  A  display  of  fireworks  by  Coe  of  Norwich, 
wound-up  the  festivities,  which  extended,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  fiur 
into  the  night. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH  REGATTA. 

A  O00OX.T  sum  was  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  usual 
aquatic  sports  of  the  season,  and  an  efficient  working  committee  was  organ- 
wo.  9. — voju  nt.  8  k 
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isad,  Ideat-GoL  Backham,  Capt.  Johnton,  e.«^  Mr.  F.  Hmuer,  Mr.  M. 
Batcher*  acting  as  umpires,  and  Mr,  W.  J.  Foreman  officiating  as  starter, 
iMMk  tee,  fto.  An  attractive  feature  in  the  Yarmouth  meetings  is  the 
adoption  of  the  sjatem  of  sailing  in  two  imaginary  triangles  marked  out  ^th 
haoys,  a  plan  which  enables  the  spectators  on  shore  to  keep  up  better  with 
the  progress  of  the  Taiious  craft  engaged,  which  are  otheridse  generally  out 
of  sight  for  the  greater  part  of  a  match*  The  principal  drawback  ezperknoed 
was  the  fiulure  of  the  wind,  which  in  the  morning,  and  up  to  three  p.m^  was 
so  light  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  abridge  the  coarse  traversed  from 
three  rounds  to  two,  orflrom  20  miles  to  about  13}.  As  the  day  wore  <hi 
the  breeae  freshened,  and  the  yachts  and  yawls  were  enabled  to  make 
much  better  way,  but  still  it  was  considered  advisable  to  adhere  to  the 
abridgement 

The  start  took  place  ftom  moorings  laid  down  in  front  of  Wellington  Fier, 
the  oompedtors  bore  first  towards  the  Britannia,  and  then  stood  out  to  sea 
and  followed  the  line  of  the  imaginary  triangles,  completing  their  course  on 
arriving  again  in  ftont  of  the  Wellington  Pier,  the  bases  of  the  triangles  being 
conterminous  to  the  shore. 

The  most  prominent  feature  on  the  card  was  a  price  of  50  sovs.  offered  for 
first  class  yachts,  but  this  afftdt,  disappointingly  enough,  did  not  fill — the 
one  or  two  first  class  yachts  present  arriving  too  late  to  enable  a  match  to 
be  made  up.  The  committee,  almost  at  the  eleventh  hour,  had  changed  the 
day  of  the  regatta  from  Thursday  16th,  to  Tuesday  14th,  and  perhaps  this 
circumstance  may  have  led  to  the  unfortunate  result  indicated. 

For  a  prize  of  30  sovs.  offered  for  second  class  yachts  there  was  a  good 
competition,  the  entries  being^-the  Pearl,  SO  feet.  Sir  W.  R  Proctor,  of 
Buekenham ;  the  Kestrel,  29  feet,  Mr.  W.  Butcher,  of  Norwich  ,*  the  Iris, 
22  feet,  Mr.  A.  D.  Stone,  of  Yarmouth ;  the  Belvidere,  24  feet,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Read,  of  Yarmouth ;  the  Rover,  81  feet,  Mr.  T.  Palmer,  of  Norwich  (entered 
in  the  name  of  Mr.  Mortlock  Lacon) ;  the  Iris,  31  feet,  Mr.  J.  Hayward 
of  Woodbiidge;  and  the  Argonaut,  84  feet,  Mr.  K.  S.  T^vffoni  of 
Wrozham. 

The  prize  was  divided,  so  that  the  first  reoeived  20  sots.,  and  the  second  lOi 
No  restrictions  were  made  as  to  length,  sails,  or  men,  but  the  usual  allowance 
of  half  a  minute  per  foot  was  provided  for.  The  start  was  arranged  to  take 
place  at  one,  but  did  not  come  off  till  about  two  o'clock.  When  the  yachts 
did  get  under  way  the  Belvidere  gradually  obtained  the  lead,  and  the  Kestrel 
edged  in  to  the  second  place.  There  was  a  rather  sharp  competition  among 
the  others,  who  occasionally  varied  their  relative  positions,  but  the  main 
features  of  the  afiair  were  not  affected,  and  the  Belvidere  won  the  first  priae, 
the  Kestrel  second. 

The  struggle  between  the  two  Irises  was  closely  maintained  to  the  last, 
and  they  were  abreast  of  the  pier  almost  simultaneously.  The  Belvidere^ 
having  no  allowance  to  make  for  difference  of  tonnage,  was  of  course  awarded 
the  principal  portion  of  the  prize,  and  the  Kestrel  canied  off  the  10  aovs. 
Anothcgr  match,  which  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest,  was  a  contest  between 
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yawls,  a  kind  of  beach  craft  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  east  coast.  They 
are  boats  of  great  length,  lying  very  low  in  the  water,  and  their  great 
sails  force  them  along  with  fiivouring  wind  at  a  yety  good  pace.  . 

The  entries  made  by  this  description  of  craft,  for  a  prize  of  30  sovs.,  were 
as  follows  :-» Cambridge  Lass,  of  Tarmooth,  59  feet;  Young  Prince,  of 
Yarmouth,  46  feet ;  Queen  Victoria,  of  Yarmouth,  63  feet ;  Gipsy  Queen, 
of  Winterton,  62  f^t ;  Eclipse,  of  Lowestoft,  54  feet ;  and  Star  of  the  East, 
California  (near  Caistor),  45  feet-  The  Cambridge  Lass  and  Young  Prince 
did  not,  however,  proceed  with  the  contest.  The  others  traversed  the  same 
rounds  as  the  yachts,  and  completed  their  course  as  follows : — Queen  Vic- 
toria, 5h.  31m.  40. ;  Gipsy  Queen,  5h.  89m.  5s.;  Eclipse,  5h.  40m.  20s.; 
Star  of  the  East  5h.  44m.  50s. 

An  allowance  of  half  a  minute  per  foot  was  made  for  difference  of  length, 
but  this  did  not  effect  the  Queen  Victoria's  advantage,  and  she  was  conse- 
quently awarded  the  first  prize ;  the  Gipsy  Queen  had,  however,  to  give  the 
Eclipse  4  minutes,  and  the  Star  of  the  East  8^  minutes,  and  the  two  latter 
consequently  took  the  second  and  third  prizes  of  10  sovs.  and  5  sovs. 
respectively. 

A  second  match,  for  a  purse  of  20  soys.,  followed,  between  smaller  yawls, 
of  not  more  than  45  feet  in  length,  the  same  conditions  being  observed.  The 
entries  were  the  Flying  Fish,  43  feet,  of  Yarmouth ;  the  Volunteer,  39  feet, 
of  Yarmouth ;  the  Good  lidings,  37  feet,  of  California ;  the  Eclat,  of  Caistor ; 
and  the  Shannon,  4  feet,  of  Yarmouth.  Only  the  first  three,  however,  went 
on  with  the  match  to  the  end.  Their  position,  remained  without  material 
alteration  throughout,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  return  of  the  times 
at  which  they  were  completed : — Volunteer.  5h«  41m.  408. ;  Good  Tidings, 
5b.  42nL ;  Flying  Fish,  6h.  Om.  53s. 

As  the  Volunteer  had  to  allow  3  minutes  to  the  Grood  Tidings,  the 
latter  would  be  entitled  to  the  first  prize  of  12  sovs.,  and  the  former 
would  receive  the  second  prize  of  5  sovs.,  the  Flying  Fish  taking 
3  sovs.  / 

Four  rowing  matches  followed,  the  parties  concerned  in  them  being  prin- 
cipally sailors  and  beachmen  connected  with  the  Coast.  The  pluck  and 
prowess  of  these  gallant  fellows  was  admirable,  the  pulling  of  the  crews  of 
of  the  beach  gigs  being  particularly  regular  and  effective.  There  were, 
however,  the  usual  disputes  between  the  contending  parties,  and  these  dif- 
ferences flowed  so  thickly  upon  the  committee  that  that  worshipful  body 
fbnnd  itself  reduced  in  more  than  one  case  to  postpone  the  judgment  to  a 
fbture  day,  or,  in  legal  phraseology,  *'  to  take  time  to  consider,  after  hearing 
arguments.*'  The  matches  also  took  place  so  late  in  the  afternoon  that  they 
attracted  less  attention  fVom  the  wearied  spectators  than  they  otherwise 
would  have  done.  Some  particulars  of  the  results  of  the  contests  are  ap- 
pended, but  it  must  be  stated  that  the  results  reported  are  subject  to  the 
tevirion  indicated. 

In  an  amateur  rowing  match  between  cutters*  boats,  the  Alert,  Star,  Dart, 
and  Kitten  engaged,  and  the  latter  won  by  three  lengths,  the  Dart  being 
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second.  A  prisse  of  10  boys,  was  offered  for  ships*  boats  not  exceeding  15 
feet  in  length,  and  carrying  fonr  oars.  The  Hndson  was  the  Tictor  here, 
the  Edward  being  second,  and  the  Benjamin  third;  the  other  boats 
entered  were  the  Leveret,  £ze,  Maria,  Greorge  Andrews,  and  Edward.  The 
competitors  strained  every  nerve,  they  were  well  matched,  and  the  contest 
was  sharply  and  closely  maintained. 

In  two  struggles  between  six-oared  beach  gigs  (single-banked),  the  entries 
were  the  Champion  of  Yarmouth,  Contest  of  Yarmouth,  Pooling  Star  of 
Wintertod,  Quebec  of  Pakefield,  and  two  boats  from  Lowestoft  and  South- 
wold,  whose  names  were  not  announced  on  the  card  and  did  not  appear  to 
be  known  at  head  quarters.  The  prizes  offered  were  15  sovs.  and  10  sovs. 
respectively,  and  these  amounts  were  subdivided  again  in  the  usual  way 
between  the  first*  second,  and  third  boats.  The  Winterton  crew  carried  off 
the  palm  in  the  Shooting  Star,  and  the  Contest  and  Quebec  were  secbnd  and 
third. 

The  programme  was  exhausted  about  7  p.m.,  the  last  item  being  a  dack 
hunt. 


THE  NEW  MOON  LUGGBB  YACHT. 

Mb.  Foster  of  Fenchurch  Street,  has  added  to   his  Marine  collection  a 
beautiful  coloured  piint  of  the  above  vesseL 

She  is  represented  under  full  sail  passing  Dover,  with  other  vessels  in  the 
distance.  The  noble  appearance  of  the  vessel  is  well  and  powerfully 
portrayed  by  that  eminent  artist,  Mr.  Dutton,  whose  name  is  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  the  excellence  of  the  workmanship,  and  the  faithful  likeness  of 
the  vessel.  We  would  advise  yachtsmen  generally  to  give  Mr.  Foster  a  look 
in,  and  we  feel  assured  they  will  add  the  New  Moon  to  their  coUection. 

The  print  is  dedicated  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Willoughby  De  Ersby^  for 
whom  the  vessel  was  built  by  Messrs.  Tutt  and  Son,  Hastings. 


BEGATTAS  AND  MATCHES  TO  COME. 

Sept.  1— Glasgow  Royal  Regatta  second  day. 
6 — Deal  and  Walmer  Regatta. 
6— Dover  and  Cinque  Ports  Regatta. 

1 0  and  1 1  — Goole  Regatta. 

11  and  12— Guernsey  Regatta. 


NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Several  reports  of  regattas  received,  but  unavoidably  stand  over  j  als 
<<  Sketches  of  Naval  Life." 
Ttro— **  Yachts  and  Yachting"  will  be  continued  in  subseguent  numbers. 

AU  cammvnkatiatu  to  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  6,  New  Ckurch  St.^  JV,  IT 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Ih  Mi  Ejpping's  work  on  Sailmakingy  alluded  to  in  my  laat  cliapter, 
Mr.  Sadler  givea  the  following  dimensions  for  cutting  out  a  cutter 
yachfs  sails : — 

Dimenrionafar  cutting  atd  FaresaiL 


SUt... •• - 

Feet    Ihchet. 
85          8     after  ftretohing. 

Leech 

Poot 

8«          0               •* 

, 16            0                   *• 

Clothf. 
1        

No  foot  gore»  except  ft>r  lound. 

Vwt  Qorei.                  Stay  Gores. 
In.                              In. 
8        68 

Q 

««**  A.«.A*«A»                            ^                            **AAa**««********A                            OX 

s           

4         •«••• 

0         ^ 45 

e      

...,„ 1         45 

7       

8 44 

s      

4        48 

9         

8        89 

SrO.  10— TOL  DC. 

One  5liNtree& 

81. 

1 


426  hunt's  yachting  MAdAZINB. 

Dimmmonsfor  cutting  aui 

0||^                 S6  »   equal  18  clothe 

S^  '* 85  0    equal  18j  dotha 

ZZ!iv. 48  0    stretched  after  tlie  aaa  Sa  madfc 

5£rt  "!!".'.""!- ««  0     ****^       ^*^ 

Head'Oofe 10  » 

Foot  Gore   "  * 

dotha.  Foot  Qorea.       Maat  Gotea. 

In.  In- 

A       5       80 

1         16         64 

2         IS        •••••«•••  68 

J              ,,,      11       71               HeadGorea.            Slacic 

5        "'/.'.!!!!      10        67                         In-                       In- 

S        9        0        16        0 

7 S        0        W        0 

8        7         0        10 0 

6        0        •        0 

5        0        8        1 

;; 4        0        8        1 

ii        8        0         8         2 

18 


9 
10 
11 


2         0         8         8 

14    .;;:;;..    i    o    s    4 

15        1  up 0        8        » 

18         ft        0         8         8 

17         7         0         a        10 

18        12     * 0        8        10 

Thia  aaU  haa  three  reefe,  6  feet  apart»  two  with  pdnta. 

Dinmsumsfor  OuttUig  Out  Guff  Topsail, 

m 

Head 8i  dotha. 

Ft.  La. 

Foot 27  9    equal  15  dotha. 

Leech 24  9    after  atretdiinflr 

Luff 88  9  ditta 

Sheet  Gore I  6    up. 

Head  Goie.. 1  o    down  at  peak. 

Clotha.  Foot  Gorea.  Luff  Goiea. 

Jn.  Ft    In. 

1        10 2      II 

2         8        - 2        8 

8        6        2        7 

4  •■.•...«■...■••••.  4r  ..••*.•••.....•*..  31  m 

5         8         2         0 

6         2         .^.         2         4 

7         ^ 1         .,.,.,...         2         6 

9        ^.        I 2        7 

10  2 2        7 

11  8 2        2 

12  5        I        2  half  doth. 

18  ....i .8        — 

14 ....       12 — 

15 18 — 
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The  leador,  in  perusing  Mr.  Sadler^s  observations,  and  noting  his 
tables  of  dimensions,  must  bear  in  mind  the  proportionate  difference 
between  24-inch  and  18-inch,  or  narrower  canvas. 

Mr.  Sadler  advocates  that  the  tack  of  a  mainsail,  at  its  first  setting, 
should  be  only  a  few  inches  above  the  boom:  in  the  works  heretofore 
published  upon  sail-making,  fipom  1 2  to  24  inches,  and  sometimes 
more,  was  the  prescribed  allowance ;  however,  as  these  works  treat 
mostly  of  man-of-war  and  merchant  ships'  canvas,  and  seldom  go 
into  the  minutiae  of  cutting  or  making  yachts'  sails,  I  merely  quote 
such  observations  and  rules  from  them  as  bear  upon  the  subject,  to 
draw  attention  to  some  points  of  the  system  advocated  by  Mr.  Sadler, 
as  well  as  being  the  only  published  authorities  yachtsmen  at  present 
have  to  refer  to.  Any  yachtsman  of  experience  will  agree  that  a  high 
tack  in  a  mainsail  is  bad,  to  keep  the  tack  well  down  therefore,  and 
obviate  the  chance  of  its  being  lifted  some  feet  above  the  boom  by  the 
diagonal  stretching  of  the  mainsail  at  the  clew,  or  boom  end,  Mr. 
Sadler  inculcates  that  such  diagonal  stretching  should  be  provided 
for,  not  as  is  customary,  by  keeping  down  the  throat,  but  by  cuMng 
or  ruunding  up  the  clew  of  the  sail ;  for  if  the  drop  of  the  boom, 
consequent  upon  such  stretching,  be  provided  for  by  keeping  down 
the  throat,  as  the  sail  stretches  and  the  boom  drops,  the  throat  gets 
lifted  and  drags  the  tack  up  also  several  feet  above  where  its  best 
efforts  are  required ;  for  every  foot  of  space  that  exists  between  a 
vessel's  deck  and  the  tack  of  her  mainsail,  she  carries  so  many 
useless  feet  of  mast.  In  point  of  fact,  the  vessel's  deck  is  the  proper 
place  for  the  saddle  of  the  boom,  and  the  tack  of  the  mainsail 
should  be  boused  down  to  within  the  depth  of  the  two  tack  tackle- 
blocks. 

With  respect  to  the  creasing  of  the  seams  of  a  mainsail,  yachtsmen 
will  do  well  to  note  accurately  the  figures  given  by  Mr.  Sadler; 
commencing  at  the  tack,  he  recommends  the  first  seam  to  be 
2^  inches  wide  at  bottom,  thence  gradually  increasing  per  cloth  up 
to  the  9th,  when  the  seam  is  to  be  4|  inches  at  bottom  ;  the  first 
seam  is  to  be  tapered  up  the  sail  for  2  feet  3  inches  to  1|  inches,  and 
thence  to  the  top,  tapered  to  |  of  an  inch  :  proceeding  with  the  other 
cloths  up  to  No.  9»  he  increases  the  length  of  the  taper  of  each  seam 
up  into  the  body  of  the  sail  in  proportion  as  the  width  of  each  at 
bottom  increases,  until  at  No.  9  we  find  it  runs  up  to  8  feet  4  inches, 
wlien  it  is  gradually  decreased,  as  before,  to  1|  inches,  and  thence, 


^ 
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like  the  other  preceding  cloths,  taper  to  |  of  an  inch  to  the  top  of 
the  doth :  at  No.  10  cloth  the  width  of  the  seam  at  bottom  increases 
to  5  inches,  the  taper  upwards  increasing  to  9  feet  4  inches,  at  whidi 
distance  it  decreases  to  1|  inches,  and  thence  he  continues  the  latter 
width  to  within  12  feet  of  the  head  of  the  sail,  when  he  reduces  it  to 
i  an  inch  bare.  From  No.  10  to  No.  17  each  cloth  is  to  hare 
5  inches  width  of  seam  at  bottom,  and  No.  1 1  cloth  runs  to  the 
highest  taper  in  the  sail — ^viz.,  10  feet  9  inches;  the  remabing 
cloths  are  reduced  in  width  of  seam  and  taper  of  same  to  the  clew  of 
the  sail ;  this  stjrle  of  variation  of  taper  and  width  of  seam  inydvea 
the  most  important  principle  of  Mr.  Sadler's  plan ;  by  it  he  obtains 
an  inyerted  curve-girt  commencing  a  little  above  the  tack,  rising 
like  an  arch  into  the  body  of  the  sail,  and  terminating  a  little  above 
the  dew ;  the  efifect  of  this  inserted  curve-girt  is  to  counteract  the 
tendency  of  the  body  of  the  sail  to  fall  off  into  a  bagged  or  hollow 
■ail  instead  of  a  flat  one.  The  next  important  point  he  treats  of  is 
the  formmg  of  a  round,  and  at  the  same  time  effective,  leech  to  a 
mainsail;  there  are  few  practical  yachtsmen  who,  during  their 
experience,  have  not  observed  a  very  hollow-bodied  sail  with  a  taut 
after  leech;  to  use  a  quamt,  and  at  the  same  time  appropriate, 
illustration  of  such  a  sail,  I  shall  compare  a  section  of  it  opposed  to 
the  propelling  force  of  the  wind  to  the  letter  C  placed  horizontally; 
the  wind  first  strikes  the  luff  at  the  head  of  the  G,  glances  across 
the  body,  or  bight,  and  then  strikes  the  tail  of  the  C,  where  it  is 
caught  by  this  taut  leech,  which  forms  a  complete  back  sail,  and 
materially  impedes  the  speed  of  a  vessel ;  to  remedy  this  injurious 
effect,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  a  handsome  round  leech, 
sailmakers  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  wider  seams  to  the  head  of 
the  sail,  in  order  to  round  the  leech  and  leave  it  slack,  but  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  the  cure  was  worse  than  the  disease,  for  the  tautness 
was  removed  from  the  extreme  leech  further  into  the  body  of  the 
sail,  the  bag,  or  hollow  thereof,  was  considerably  increased,  and  a 
great  slack  leech  was  obtained,  which  flapped  about  with  a  noise  like 
thunder,  and  though  many  old  salts  swore  by  the  shaking  leech  as 
humouring  the  wind  out  of  the  sail,  the  injurious  effects  existed  as 
heretofore,  with  the  addition  of  as  equally  an  important  defect — ^viz., 
the  great  flapping  leech  which  beat  the  wind  off  the  after  part  of  the 
sail,  and  rendered  it  comparativdy  useless ;  to  obtain  an  easy,  fiat, 
and  round-shaped  leech,  that  will  tremble  gently  and  not  flap  as  the 
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wind  \ekves  the  sail,  h  the  desideratum;  and  this  Mr.  Sadler  pro- 
poses to  effect,  in  fact  states  he  has  effected,  by  allowing  a  certain 
amount  of  slack  cloth  in  each  of  the  last  ten  cloths  of  the  sail, 
allowing  the  greatest  amount  of  slack  cloth  at  the  extreme  leech, 
and  thence  reducing  the  slack  some  inches  per  cloth  until  the  10th 
cloth  in  the  body  of  the  sail,  where  it  is  only  1  inch ;  this  slack  to  be 
taken  in  above  the  ree&,  gathered  up,  or  puckered  along  the  seams 
evenly ;  this  slack  is  to  be  allowed  in  the  cutting  out  of  the  after 
cloths,  and  when  carefully  gathered  along  the  seams  present  a  grace- 
fully rounded  after-leech,  off  which  the  wind  glides  gently  without 
any  hindrance ;  the  hollow  body  that  was  created  by  the  wide  seams 
at  the  head  is  taken  out  in  conjunction  with  the  graduated  seams 
and  taper  at  the  foot  of  the  sail,  a  hollow  spare  leech  is  avoided,  and 
a  perfectly  flat  sail  is  accomplished. 

The  spreading  and  creasing  of  the  tablings  of  a  mainsail  is  the 
third  part  of  his  system,  and  is  equally  important.  Theyoung 
yachtsman  may  perhaps,  be  puzzled  as  to  the  exact  signification  of 
the  technical  term  '*  tablings,"  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain 
for  his  information.  The  *^  tablings"  of  a  sail  are  the  edges  of  it 
turned  over  and  sewed  down,  so  as  to  form  abroad  hem ;  the  utility 
of  these  tablings  is  to  strengthen  the  borders  of  a  sail  in  order  to 
resist  the  severe  strains  brought  upon  different  parts  of  them  when 
it  is  set,  and  to  these  tablings  the  bolt  rope  which  surrounds  a  sail 
is  sewn,  still  further  to  increase  their  strength.  These  tablings 
should  be  so  spread  and  creased  down  on  the  head,  foot,  luff,  and 
leech,  as  most  effectually  to  assist  the  bolt  rope  in  opposing  a  suc- 
cessful resistance  to  any  undue  strain  that  might  tend  to  twist  the 
sail  out  of  shape,  and  at  the  same  time  by  their  strength  to  stretch 
the  sail  flat  in  every  direction  without  allowing  any  violent  tension  to 
burst  the  adjacent  canvas;  there  is,  therefore,  some  considerable 
skill,  nicety,  and  experience  required  in  proportioning  them,  so  as  to 
offer  the  greatest  resistance  at  such  points  of  the  sail  as  must  be 
hove  very  taut  by  the  earing,  clew,  tack  tackle,  and  nock  bolt,  in 
order  to  secure  its  being  set  flat.  On  this  point,  therefore,  Mr. 
Sadler's  experience  offers  valuable  practical  information ;  he  says, 
that  the  tabling  at  the  head  should  be  curved  down  at  the  throat  of 
the  sail,  and  thence  tapered  along  one-third  the  length  of  the  head, 
the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  tabling  perfcctiy  draighi.  The  foot 
should  be  tabled  with  the  curve  decided  to  be  given  to  it.     Mr. 
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Sadler  recommends  a  cunre  of  3  feet  8  inches  in  depth  firom  the 
tack  to  the  sheet,  from  5  to  2  feet  range  of  depth  will  be  ample  to 
suit  different  tastes,  but  the  depth  of  the  tabling  for  some  yards 
from  both  tack  and  clew,  should  be  tapered  slightly  to  the  middle  of 
the  sail.  The  mast  tabling,  placing  of  mast  hoops,  and  tabling  of 
leech  he  gives  ample  and  clear  instructions  for. 

The  fourth  part  of  his  instructions  relate  to  what  may  be  aj^ro- 
priately  termed  the  finishing  of  a  sail,  and  that  is  the  roping ;  there 
is  no  branch  of  a  sailmaker's  business  which  requires  more  attention 
or  practical  experience,  for  upon  the  correct  roping  depends  the  set^ 
ting,  standing,  and  effective  properties  of  a  sail.  As  I  have  in  a 
former  chapter  stated,  many  an  exquisitely  cut  and  foshioned  sail  has 
been  ruined  in  the  roping,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon 
yachtsmen  the  benefit  they  will  derive  from  investigating  this  branch 
of  the  subject  closely.  The  best  bolt  rope  is  made  of  fine  yam, ' 
spun  from  Riga  rhine  hemp,  which  is  the  finest,  strongest,  and  most 
flexible  hemp ;  it  is  made  white,  and  some  sailmakers  tar  their  own 
bolt  rope,  others  have  it  done  by  some  well  known  ropemaker ;  it 
should  be  stoved  by  the  heat  of  a  flue,  and  tarred  with  the  very  best 
Stockholm  tar :  this  stoving  is  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  white 
rope  more  limber  and  pliant  to  receive  the  tar:  the  yams  should 
be  hard,  but  the  strands  should  be  moderately  closed,  so  as  to  pre- 
serve the  flexibility  of  the  rope :  hard  closed  bolt  rope  having  little 
flexibility,  i&  not  only  difilcult  to  sew  properly  on  sails,  but  does  not 
sit  well,  and  wears  short  and  badly.  The  following  table  of  bolt 
rope  exhibits  the  weight  per  fathom  of  all  sizes  from  |  inch  to  8  inch 
in  circumference,  the  number  of  yarns  in  each  strand,  and  the  num- 
ber of  threads  requisite  for  sewing  the  rope  on  the  sails. 

No.  of  threads  of  twine  for 
sewing  them  on. 

Size  in     No.  of  Tarns.  Weight  per  Fathom  Roping  Seaming 

Inches  lbs.  oz.  twine.  twine. 

•   Of    2       0  2         2       0 

3       0  3J       2       0 

5 0  5|       2       0 

7       0  7i       2       0 

9       0  10|       2       0 

11       0  14         2       2 

U       1  ||       2       2 

n      1  sj      4       0 

21       I  10         4       U 

25       I  15|       4       ...    .        2 

29       2  4         4       a 

34       2  10         6       0 

39         .    ..       3  X>i       6       0 
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Ho,  of  threads  of  twine  for 
sewing  them  on. 
I     No.  of  Yams.      Weight  per  Fathom.      Hoping  Seaming 

Ihs.  oz.             twine.               twine. 

44      3  7  6  2 

50       3  14  6  2 

66       4  6}  8  0 

62       4  18|  8  0 

69       5  6  8  2 

76       5  15  8  2 

84       6  8  10  0 

91       7  2  10  0 

6       100       7  12  10  2 

6^     108       8  6k  10  2 

6}     117       9  I|  12  0 

61     126       9  13  12  0 

7       136       10  8i  12  2 

7i     146       11  5  12  2 

7}     156       12  1}  14  0 

7}     166       13  0  14  0 

8       177       13  12^  ......     14  2 

In  making  sails  for  Her  Majesty^s  vessels,  the  twine  with  which 
bolt-rope  is  sewn  on  is  dipped  in  a  composition  made  with  4  lbs.  of 
genuine  bees*  wax»  5  lbs.  of  tallow,  and  1  lb.  of  clear  turpentine- 
all  melted  together :  for  merchant  vessels'  sails  roping-twine  is 
dipped  in  tar  softened  with  oil,  which  is  also  used  for  the  seaming 
twine.  In  the  large  sails  in  Her  Majesty's  service  the  twine  used 
for  sewing  the  seams  of  canvas  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  is  hand-waxed 
with  a  composition  made  of  genuine  bees'  wax  mixed  with  a  sixth 
part  of  clear  turpentine;  for  the  smaller  Nos.  of  canvas,  sewing- 
twine  is  dipped  in  the  composition  above  given  for  roping  twine.  In 
roping  a  sail,  the  flexibility  of  bolt- rope  should  be  always  remembered 
when  taking  up  slack  doth ;  the  great  difficulty  is  to  rope  a  saU 
without  getting  turns  in  it;  and  to  avoid  this  the  rope  should  be 
kqpt  tightly  twisted  by  the  hand  whilst  sewing  on ;  care  must  be 
taken  where  slack  cloth  is  to  be  worked  up  that  neither  too  much 
nor  too  little  be  taken  in  spots,  but  that  the  amount  of  slack  designed 
be  equally  taken  up  in  the  space  indicated ;  the  bolt-rope  should  be 
neatly  sewn  on  the  sail  with  the  stitches  passing  through  every  score 
of  the  strands,  or  as  it  is  technically  termed  ''  every  contline." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Sadler  recommends  the  first  6  feet  of  the 
luff  of  a  mainsail  from  the  tack  to  be  roped  with  slack  canvas,  in  order 
that  the  bolt-rope  may  reomve  the  strain  exercised  in  boarding  the 
main  tack,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  bolt-rope  to  the  throat  or 
nock  of  the  sail  should  be  sewn  on  racier  alackly.  Along  the  head 
of  the  sail,  which  is  roped  with  a  small  rope,  as  much  slack  canvas 
as  the  rope  can  fairly  be  made  to  take,  as  the  smaller  the  rope  the 
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greater  its  liability  to  stretch ;  the  head  rope  to  be  rcUh^  tight  to  the 
last  days  of  the  sail ;  the  leech  to  be  roped  slackly  down  to  the  first 
reef,  then  2  feet  to  be  roped  evenly*  and  moderately  slack  canvas  to 
be  taken  up  down  to  the  clew,  in  order  to  throw  the  great  strain  at 
the  clew  well  on  the  bolt-rope.  The  foot  to  be  roped  with  a  slack 
of  2  inches  per  yard  of  rope  for  every  yard  of  canvas  until  approach- 
ing the  tack,  when  the  canvas  should  have  an  easy  slack  for  a  couple 
of  feet. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  any  yachtsman  desirous  of  making 
himself  well  up  in  the  canvas  department,  to  draught  a  model  sail 
according  to  Mr.  Sadler's  plan,  detailed  in  Chapter  X,  let  it  be  con- 
structed to  a  scale  of  equal  parts,  whose  subdivisions  will  .admit  of 
conveniently  working  inches  of  measurement;  then,  having  made 
the  working  draught,  let  him  with  pieces  of  tape,  corresponding  in 
width  to  die  scale  of  cloths,  construct  the  sail ;  he  will  get  more 
insight  and  acquire  more  information  by  a  little  practical  handiwork 
of  this  kind  than  can  1be  derived  from  books  alone;  it  is  the  same 
with  sails  as  with  a  vessel's  hull— theory  must  be  reduced  to 
practice. 

I  append  a  Table  of  the  average  circumference,  in  inches,  of  bolt- 
rope  in  general  use  for  the  sails  of  cutters  and  boats  :— 

cutter's  bopb. 

Head.  Toot 

KaioMil If  If 

Storm  trysaU 2  2 

TopMll 1}  2 

SaveHUl-topsail I  1 

Square  sail 1}  2 

Gaff  topsail 1  i 

ForesaU 0  1 

Storm  foresail. 0  2 

ist  jib 0  2 

2nd  jib 0  2 

3rd  lib 0  2 

4th  jib  (storm) o  2      4 

boat's  bofb. 

Lateen o  H 

Settee-sail  ..., o  ir 

Log-sail 1 

Spril-sail 2 

Jib 0  1 

ForesaU 0  ...m....  i 


•«.  .«.•• 


::;:::::  1  ::;::: 


•r«.  •• 


.....     ... 


f 
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BT  SHABLBTOW. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 


Thb  26l;h  of  May — bright  and  beautifdl  sunshine— balmy  httydng 
atoioephere — just  such  a  morning  as  would  induce  a  man  to  be  at  peace 
with  himself  and  all  the  worid,  the  more  particularly  when  he  had  a 
good  balance  at  his  bankers^  and  was  comfortable  with  the  knowledge 
that  more  was  coming  in  ;  and  yet  I  was  not  at  peace  with  myself-* 
quite  the  reverse,  my  confidence  in  my  own  self  control  was  shaken,  I 
was  no  longer  my  own  master ;  a  witching  figure,  a  melodious  voice, 
the  fire  of  eyes  that  pierced  to  the  soul,  had  lain  siege  to  the  citadel, 
and  it  had  surrendered,— aye  surrendered  unconditionally.  What  was 
I  to  do  ?  why  swim  with  the  current — ^it  was  my  fate  it  would  seem  to 
do  so  ;  80  I  yielded  to  circumstances  and  prepared  to  watch  narrowly 
the  distaff  of  Clotho,  to  check  the  predpitance  of  Laohesis,  and  to  avert 
the  spiteful  clip  of  Atropos's  scissors*  Tet  was  I  in  a  strange  quandary 
upon  that  fine  May  morning,  I  longed  to  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of 
my  &ir  enchantress  and  thereby  at  once  decide  the  future  movements  of 
one  bamuel  Fenton  ;  pshaw  !  such  a  proceeding  would  be  only  worthy 
of  a  puling  schoolboy,  was  I  not  a  man  of  the  world  ?  besides  my  mes- 
sage, no  doubt,  long  since  delivered  by  Flowerdew  at  the  Cedars,  pro- 
claimed me  gone  to  obey  her  behests  ;  perhaps  at  that  moment  he  was 
whispering  into  Mabel's  ear,  that  I  was  hurrying  to  obey  her  commands; 
aye,  and  I  would  obey  them  to  the  death  ;  but  then  how  to  commence, 
bow  to  get  that  confounded  yacht,  that  beautiful  Duvemay,  faugh. ! 
into  a  fit  state  to  convey  the  empress  of  my  heart  to  the  fiir  distant 
lands  of  the  Cypress  and  Myrtle, — ^phew —  I 

A  whistle  is  a  great  relief  when  a  man's  breast  is  filled  up  with  con- 
flicting thoughts ;  besh  air  and  exercise  are  great  adjuncts  in  facilitating 
the  arrangement  of  disturbed  ideas,  so  having  enjoyed  myself  in  per* 
forming  the  variations  of  **  Sin  Virgin"  until  my  lips  became  swelled 
from  the  contortion,  I  bestowed  myself  in  a  four  wheeled  conveyance 
drawn  by,  as  Oustave  assured  me,  with  many  grimaces, ''  One  pair  of  de 
moa  fashionable  horse  in  de  islan  V 

"  Where  to,  sir  ?  "  enquired  the  driver. 

*  €k>ntinued  fh>m  page  886. 
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'< To  the  d ^1 ! **  I  exclaimed,  ''so  as  yon  drive  fast.*^ 

He  seemed  to  aodentand  my  state  of,  nuod,  for  never  did  mettlesome 
Arabs  raise  a  greater  cloud  in  the  desert  than  my  charioteer's  nagSi 
away  we  flew  by  green  hedge  rows  where  the  early  hawthorn  bloom 
gladdened  the  eye  with  its  beauty  and  filled  the  air  with  the  perfume 
of  May  ;  away  past  trim  villas  and  humble  cottages,  by  fiEOxn  steadings 
and  stately  mansions  ;  now  getting  a  iieft  from  the  bosom  of  the  briny 
Solent,  and  anon  sweeping  beneath  arches  of  vernal  foliage  ;  the  thruah 
piped  his  matin  song  and  then  the  homely  redbreast  poured  forth  Ue' 
sweetest  spring  melody  as  he  perehed  proudly  near  his  patient  partoor  $ 
whilst  the  mellow  challenge  of  the  cuckoo  floated  faintly  scroas  tibe  leay 
and  bosj  butterflies  fluttered  brilliantly  in  the  early  sun  Uoom  :  gradu- 
ally my  spirits  arose  from  amidst  the  threatening  elouds  of  lethargy,  I 
felt  a  lightsome  joyous  sensatiou  welling  through  my  veins,  a  Ibeling 
creeping  over  me  that  I  should  be  up  and  doing«-ray,  and  doing  bravely 
to  win  my  peerless  love  :  a  sharp  turn  of  the  road  round  wluch  the 
oarriage  whirled  with  a  jerk  that  threw  me  from  my  seat,  the  xattling 
gallop  of  the  horses  in  wild  flight  down  a  steep,  and  the  fitful  surging 
of  waves  as  they  broke  into  foam  upon  the  shore,  aroused  me  to  mosa 
active  observations  }  truly  my  Jehu  had  obeyed  my  direetions  to  tfaelelter» 
for  with  a  rapid  dash  along  the  margin  ei  the  waters^  he  quitted  tbe- 
main  track,  and  pulling  up  in  a  style  that  would  have  made  a  Belgiaviaa 
powdered  wig  stave,  deposited  me  (ace  to  face  with  my  darling  devil  tli^- 
**  Duvemay."     I  could  have  bugged  that  taggcNl  lookiogi  burly  bodied^ 
gin  visaged»  hack  driver  ;  he  bad  hit  off  the  right  moment  to  a  marvel,  I 
was  just  in  the  very  humour  to  organise  and  resolve^  and  lo,  here  I  wus 
staring  coolly,  as  if  premeditated,  measuring  as  it  were  by  preconcerted 
avfangement  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  giving  an  appefoanee 
"  like  a  thing  of  life"  to  that  great  lumbering  mass  of  weather  Ueachad 
timber— the  erst  pride  of  Cowes.     I  was  no  saileri  I  knew  as  much  of  a 
Norway  spar  ^B  I  did  of  a  Chinese  compass,  futtocks  and  top^limbeit- 
were  high  Dutch  to  me,  Riga  rhine  and  Petersbui^  break  had  something 
to  do  with  ropes  I  »emembered,  canvas  was  made  of  flax  I  Imew,  and 
salt  water  was  extremely  destructive  to  boots,  and  y^et  there  I  stood  cm 
the  margin  of  Freshwater  Bay  pledged  to  carry  the  woman  of  my  heart 
tf>  die  central  sea.     Victimised  by  a  salt  water  soliqitor,  imposed  upoa 
by  a  knavish  skipper,  and  perhaps  about  to  be  k«ghed  at  by  Hontio 
Fk>werdew*    «  No  I  no  I"    I  roared,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  uvf 

charioteer,  "  I'll  be  d d  if  he  shall  do  that  ?  " 

"  What's  up**  growled  a  voice  «t  my  elbow. 

**  I  have  money  and  brains  I"  I  continued  excitedly— unmindful  of  the 
interruption. 
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^*  Vmkj  a  d«--«-*-B  fool   gets  botli  by  eKperieooe  !*  rcgoiood  the 
growL 

*^  I  have  deterttUMilSon  and  penereranee  I*' 

^  TImiI^s  what  the  ptper  eaid  wKea  fce  eauglit  the  jig^  in  bu  fist  T 

**  She  shall  lit  at  the  iiead  of  my  table  and  he  ihe  mocber  of  my 
ehildren  yet  I'^ 

«  CradLed  by  G—  l" 

'**  Who*«  eracked  yoa  scoundrel  ?"  I  demanded,  turiuiig  fiercely  upon 
the  iDtmder. 

^  This  glass  of  my  oold  telescope  1"  cjaceleted  the  gniff  Toice,  which 
I  now  perceived  emanated  from  the  eccentric  otd  seaman  who  ferried  me 
4HI  shore  at  my  first  visit  to  the  precious  Duven>ay. 

**  What — Joe  Marston  —  is  that  you  ?* 

*' Ay— >ay— me-^Hnyself  and  nobody  else,  as  Abraham  Brown  the 
•ailer  eaid— looking  at  the  precioas  barkie»  eh  ^ 

"  Well  I  was  thinking  of  it,  Joe  T 

**  Time  to  be  tfiiskW  ^  gettin  her  oold  bones eut  tf  that;  fine  people 
#wBed  her  alofe  you,  and  all  came  to  grief,  so  you  may  as  well  make  a 
abort  jump  and  overboard  too  I" 

**  Thank  yoa  Joe  !"  I  rejoined,  **  but  I  intend  to  make  her  carry 
nae   many  «  mile  of    salt    water   before    Fm   done  with   her   3Fet !" 

*'  Eh,  what  ?''  ejaculated  the  old  man,  his  eyes  glistening  with  a 
alrange  light 

**  Ay,  ay,  boy,  young  blood  is  generally  hot  blood,  ay.  Parry  Ham-> 
ibond  111  weather  on  you  tho*  bo,  so  will  old  Screw-*em-up  ho  I  ho  I 
an'  what  o'  Mag— -eh!  ha  !  ha  I  Mayhap  theyVe  not  got  an  anchor 
laid  to  win*ard  of  you  already,  bo  !" 

I  gazed  sternly  at  the  old  man,  but  not  a  feature  moved,  and  his  clear 
blue  eye  sparkled  out  with  more  ol  honest  indignation  than  knavish 
doplteity* 

.*' Ah  !'*  he  continued,  <'  here  am  I,  Job  Marston  !''and  his  gaunt, 
xreather  beaten,  yet  still  herculean  frame,  seemed  to  swell  with  awakened 
energy  as  he  spoke,  *'  Old  Joe— they  call  me,  see  here  young  man— 
Uaten  to  old  Joe,  for  he  walked  the  quarter-deck  of  many  a  bonny  ship 
long  afore  ever  you  were  thought  of.  Just  step  this  way  a'bit^  and  give 
that  *ere  jingle  swab  room  to  swing  clear  of  us."  lie  jerked  his  thumb 
etver  his  shoulder  towards  the  eagerly  listening  Jehu  as  he  moved 
fivther  down  the  shore  of  the  bay,  along  which  I  was  not  slow  to 
follow  him. 

"  TouVe  boaght  that  there  barkie  right  out  and  out  I  suppose— 
papers  all  right  and  regular  ?" 
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Reaolved  to  humour  the  veteran  and  hear  his  say  out,  I  prodneed  the 
necessary  documents  which  I  chanced  to  hare  about  me. 

**  Humph—  d  n  sharks,  sha'nt  go  on  no  longer,  no^  not  if  Joe 
liarston  can  help  a  fellow  to  what^s  lawfully  his  own  !**  he  muttered, 
and  he  perused  both  Bill  of  Sale,  and  Register  with  a  half  satisfied 
air. 

Suddenly  a  thought  struck  me,  what  if  this  Joe  Marston,  this  quaint 
eccentric,  half  fish,  half  man,  should  turn  out,  but  no  I  after  all  I  most 
fall  back  upon  myself. 

**  You'll  not  get  that  craft  out  of  this  here  bay,  not  so  fisat  as  you 
think  r  he  exclaimed,  interrupting  my  reverie. 

Ho,  ho,  thought  I— eo  Master  Joe,  you  think  you  may  as  well  have 
a  pluck  at  the  pigeon  too,  do  yon  ? 

"  Perhaps  I  shall  not  want  to,"  I  answered,  carelessly,  **  hot  you  said 
something  about  quarter-decks  just  now  Joe— have  yon  ever  been  fin 
to  sea  r 

He  started,  as  if  stung  by  a  snake,  and  bending  hia  shaggy,  grej 
eyebrows,  darted  a  look  at  me,  in  which  indignation  and  ironical  deriskio 
were  strangely  blended,  at  the  same  time  bunting  into  a  wild  ho&low 
laugh. 

**  Ha  I  sea,  boy,  sea— >fiir  to  sea  I— guess  you  hav^nt  no  wayi»  nor 
likely  to  be  young  jackanapes,  either  T 

<*  Blunt,  by  Jove,  at  all  events  !"  thought  I,  and  I  liked  Joe  on  dm 
moment 

*'  I  meant  Joe  to  ask  had  you  been  much  in  forngni  ooontries  7*  I 
exclaimed  in  a  conciliating  tone. 

**  Not  many— seen  a  few  tho'  in  my  life,"  he  answered  moodily. 

^*  Come,  Joe,  no  nonsense  now,  forgive  a  landlubber's  blunder*— 4eU 
me  where  youVe  been  in  your  wanderings  ?" 

His  face  relaxed  into  a  grim  sroile^  and  enthusiasm  sparkled  in  his 
eyes  as  he  drew  himself  up  proudly,  and  stusk  his  hands  into  the  holes  of 
his  jacket  where  once  pockets  had  existed. — "  ^ ell,  if  you  care  to  know, 
I  don't  mind  a-teliing'  of  'em,  tho'  I'd  as  soon  not,  it's  (ronbleaome 
like  to  think  of  the  time  as  is  past,  and  them  that's  gone  with  it  too—- 
some  down  where  lead  nor  line  'ill  ever  touch  their  bones— and  aome 
where  the  worms  swing  in  the  same  hammock  wi'  *em.^ 

I  stared  with  astonishment  to  hear  that  a  bronaed-looking,  wind- 
battered,  brine-soaked,  half-wrecked  specimen  of  humanity  diould  have 
even  thought  for  anything  save  grog  and  tobacco. 

■<  If  so  be,"  he  continued,  "you've  heard  of  such  places  as  Dantsig 
uid  Memel— -or  of  Archangel  ?" 
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*' Welly  good— then  fthere'0  mieli  places  as  the  Gambia,  Lagos,  and 
Algoa  Bay  T 

^  I  hare  heard  of  them," 

**  Bombay  is  an  old  spot  too— so  is  Macao^  and  so  is        * 

^*  Tell  me,  Joe,"  said  I,  interrupting  him,  **  what  sort  of  vessels  have 


yon  saiiea  m  r 

^  John  Chinamen*— £Iast  oonntry  trade  clippers— H>piam  flyers— and 
Dicky  Sams " 

"  Any  small  hj  T" 

'*  From  a  Tartane  to  a  Periagua.^ 

**  And  Joe,  what  brought  you  at  last  to  such  a  craft  as  this,  and  the 
dull  shores  of  Freshwater  Bay  ?**  resting  my  foot  as  I  spoke  upon  the 
shattered  gunwale  of  his  half-rotten  little  ferry-boat 

He  stooped  towards  me  until  his  lips  almost  touched  my  ear. 
**  Drink — accursed  drink — thank  God  I  hare  done  with  it  at  last  I'* 

«  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  do  not  drink  now  ¥* 

'•No!" 

**  Now  Joe  my  man  P  I  exclaimed,  ''  yon  see  that  vessel  lying 
yonder  T 

*«  Dnvemay  ?" 

<<  Could  you  take  that  vessel  away  from  this  bay  to  some  retired  out- 
of-the-way  port— fit  her  out  as  near  to  the  appearance  of  a  yacht  as  she 
eould  be  made,  and  then  bring  her  to  the  place  you  were  directed  T* 

The  old  man  peered  into  my  face  with  eager,  almost  impassioned 
gaie. 

**  Could  you  keep  your  counsel— 4ind  do  it  so  secretly  that  none 
should  know  when  she  left — ^where  she  went  to— or  where  she  came 
from  r 

A  stem,  abrupt  "  Tes  !"  was  the  answer. 

**  And  not  bother  me  about  her  until  she  was  ready  Y* 

^  On  two  conditions  T 

"« Name  them  I*' 

**  Money  and  men  I" 

I  mused  for  a  moment — should  I  try  was  there  one  honest,  human 
being— one  single-minded,  unselfish  mant  even  in  the  garb  of  a  tattered 
out  old  sea-dog. 

**  Ton  shall  have  the  money,  Joe— can  you  provide  the  men  ?^' 

•*  Certain  P 

With  a  light  heart  I  drove  back  to  Cowes,  and  I  sent  back  old  Joe 
Marston  to  Freshwater  Creek  with  a  lighter. 
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ROTAL  WELSH  TACfiT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Tais  regatta  oonmienoed  oo  the  23rd  of  Angost,  and  the  weather 
being  fine,  an  immense  nmnber  of  persons  assembled  to  witness  the 
sports.  This  IS  no  solitary  instance  of  the  interest  created  bj  the 
regattas  of  this  Clnh,  as  on  all  occasions  every  avulable  spot  is  occupied 
by  those  who  admire  aquatic  sports.  The  cup  of  the  Royal  We^sh 
Tacht  Cloby  value  20  gnineas.  This  was  the  first  race  that  started. 
The  following  vessels  were  entered,  but  neither  the  Lapwing  nor 
Starling  competed.  The  course,  owing  to  the  strong  breeaes  of  (he 
night  before,  was  inside  the  straits,  the  Rear-Commodore  not  fiking  to 
send  the  yachts  outside  into  the  sea  then  raging.  It  was  therefore 
three  times  ronnd  a  flag-boat  off  Belan,  and  twice  round  a  flag-boat  off 
Plasbrereton,  finishing,  after  the  third  time  round  Belan»  inside  die 
Circe  cutter,  the  flagship  of  the  Rear-Commodore. 

^umbertd  aa  m  Huaff  Yackt  Litt  for  I860. 


No. 


71 
518 

81 
789 
89a 


of  Tacbtt 


Rig. 


Banshee |  cutter 

Lapwing cutter 

Vidette '  cutter 

Bijou I  cutter 


Ranger 
SUKrling 


cutter 
cutter 


8 
16 

9 
U 
12 
11 


B  Fawcett,  Esq. 
Captain  Hirste. 
C.  D  Savage,  £sq. 
R.  D,  Kane,  Esq. 
Captain  W.  IL  Owen. 
J.  G.  Griffith,  Esq. 


At  Ih.  12m.  they  got  well  away,  when  the   Bijon,  Banshee,  and 
Vidette  stood  to  the  south-east*  while  the  Ranger  tacked  off  to  tlie 
Anglesey  shore,  north-west     As  far  as  could  be  seen  the  Tesselb  kept 
well  together  for  some  timet  and  when  they  returned  the  first  time  past 
the  flag-boat  the  Ranger  had  the  lead  of  Bijou  about  one  minute, 
Vidette  third,  with  Banshee  in  company.     In  this  order  they  coBtinued 
up  to  the  distance  off  Plasbrereton.     On  returning  iMst  the  flag^beat 
the  second  time  the  Bijou  had  gained  on  the  Ranger  thirty  seconds, 
and  the  Vidette  four  minutes  on  Banshee.     After  passing  the  flag-boat 
the  Vidette  resigned.     The  others  gaily  kept  on,  but  in  passing  the  end 
of  the  Pile  Pier  the  bow  of  the  B^'ou  fouled  with  the  stem-sheet  of  the 
Ranger.     Here  there  was  a  momentary  stoppagCt  but  having  deavi 
each  other  they  again  stood  merrily  on,  the  wind  increasing  from  a  gent 
breese  to  half  a  gale,  and  in  rounding  the  buoy  at  Plasbrereton,  bo< 
vessels  had  the  gunwales  low  in  the  water.     At  this  point  the  Bijr 
todk  the  lead,  and  continued  her  oonrse  to  the  end  of  the  run,  tl 
vessels  coming  in  in  the  following  order  :— 
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H.     ]C8.|  B.    ]L8.|  H.li;fl» 

Bijoa  4    45    0  I  KaDger 4    51    2  |  BaDshee 5    0    0 

Capt.  Oweiii  of  the  Rangen  entered  his  protest  for  the  fouling.  We 
Tery  much  regret  that  anything  wrong  should  have  occurred  in  this 
rfice*  for  up  to  the  time  of  their  coming  into  contact,  the  vessels  were 
handled  heautifully,  and  the  race  was  well  contested*  In  the  evening 
the  committee  decided  the  protest  in  favour  of  the  Ranger,  and  the  Cup 
was  handed  over  to  Capt.  Owen. 

A  purse  of  10  sovs.  was  given  to  the  sailing  boats.  The  following 
boats  entered  : — Pearl,  Carnarvon,  R.  Fawcett ;  Flirt*  Carnarvon,  R. 
Fawcett ;  Old  Tom,  Bangor,  R.  Jones  ;  Two  Brothers,  Caduant,  John 
Pritchard  ;  Gleam,  Menai  Bridge,  H.  T.  D.  Griffith  ;  and  Teazer,  Beau- 
maris, H.  Parry.  At  the  firing  of  the  signal  gun,  the  moorings  were 
slipped  pretty  well  together,  the  Flirt  leading  and  going*  ^t  ahead. 
Before  they  got  to  Porthlleidiog  the  breeze  slackened,  and  the  Flirt 
boiste4  a  gaff-topsail.  Shortly  af^er  the  wind  freshed,  and  it  was  soon 
aeen  that  the  Flirt's  mast  was  broken  short  off,  and  had  left  her  as  a  log 
upon  the  water.  Her  consort,  the  Pearl,  went  immediately  to  her 
assistance*  and  towed  her  safely  into  harbour.  The  other  boats  con- 
tinued their  course.  The  time  past  the  flag-boat  was  : — Teazer, 
3h.  54m.     Two  Brothers,  3h.  55m. 

The  Prince  of  Wales'  Cup,  value  50  guineas,  was  next  contested  for 
by  the  following  yachts  :— 


NwHbered  as  m  Humfa  YiuAi  Litif&r  186a 

Ma 

Hamas  of  TachU 

Ri«. 

Toni. 

OWIMIV. 

596 

Maenet • 

cutter 
cutter 
cutter 

11 
15 
SO 

B.  J.  Bolton,  Esq. 
EG.  Boom,  Ksq. 
T.  Keogh,  Esq. 

IrCSl'tniufi  •«••*■••■•■«■■«•■■•••■ 

8Sl 

Seeret • 

The  North  Star  was  entered,  but  she  did  not  start.  This  vessel 
belongs  to  D.  Gamble,  E2sq«  The  Bijou  also  entered,  but  was  engaged 
in  the  prior  race  at  the  time  the  signal  gun  announced  the  start  for  this 
match.  The  vessels  soon  got  off,  Magnet  with  the  lead,  Gertrude 
second,  and  Secret  last ;  but  as  they  proceeded  on  their  course  in  the 
first  round,  the  Secret  showed  the  powers  she  possessed  by  passing^ 
the  flag- boat  nearly  eight  minutes  ahead  of  Gertrude,  the  second  vessel ; 
but  unfbrtoiiately  in  the  next  round,  on  approaching  the  buoy  off  Uan- 
fair,  the  Secret  touched  the  sand-bank  on  the  Anglesey  side^  and  stuck 
fiut,  leaving  the  contest  to  be  dedded  between  the  Gertrude  and 
Magnet ;  and  it  was  an  exciting  afiair,  for  every  inch  was  contested 
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with  much  peneyeranoe,  as  the  Gertrude  only  paMei  the  flag-boat 
45  seoondfl  ahead.  This  waa  a  well-contested  race,  and  it  was  evident 
that  all  depended  upon  the  handling  of  the  Tessels,  and  the  excilement 
of  the  spectators  was  evident.  As  thej  returned  towards  the  winning 
point  from  off  Coed  Helen  they  appeared  bow  and  bow.  The  Magnet, 
howerer,  shot  ahead,  and  they  came  in— 

h.  m.  8.  I  h.  m.  a. 

Hagnet  5    5    0  |  Oertmde 5    6    0 

The  Castle  Purse  of  8  sovs.  was  run  for — we  were  going  to  say  eon- 
tested — by  the  boats  Baron  Hill  and  Llewelyn  Turner.  The  prize  was 
taken  by  Baron  Hill,  in  heats,  the  boats  coming  in  eadi  heat  one  behind 
the  other  without  either  of  them  being  in  the  least  distressed.  A  more 
palpable  sell  could  not,  in  our  opinion,  be. 

The  Amateur  Race  always  created  the  greatest  interest  among  the 
spectators  on  these  occasions,  the  competitors  being  the  young  men  of 
the  locality.  Tins  time  they  had  it  all  their  own  way,  neither  Chester 
nor  Liverpool  (as  was  usual)  vieing  with  Carnarvon.  Two  athletic 
crews,  however,  manned  the  Club  boats,  and  a  third  started  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  the  race.  The  signal  given,  the  Gazelle  and  Lady  Louisa 
got  off  excellently,  both  boats  keeping  well  together,  but  it  soon  became 
evident  that  the  Lady  Lomsa  had  the  advantage  of  either  weight  or 
practice,  for  she  gradually  drew  ahead,  and  by  the  time  she  reached  the 
flag-boat  at  Porthlleidiog  was  well  fireed  from  her  rival,  and  af^ 
rounding,  got  so  far  advanced  that  the  case  of  the  Ciaielle  was  hopdeaa. 
They  started  at  Sh.  49m.  d7s.     They  came  in— 

h.  nu  a  I  h.  OL  8. 

Ladj  Louisa 4    6    5  |  Gaselle 4    7    0 

The  proceedings  were  closed,  as  usual,  by  the  duck  hunt,  and  other 
amusements. 


YACHT   LOST. 

Mr.  Stuart's  Yacht,  Petrel,  No.  729  in  Buufs  Yaehi  List,  was  loet 
on  the  11th  of  this  month  on  a  sunken  rock  at  the  entrance  of  Lodi 
Grishemish,  in  Skye,  which  rock,  like  many  others,  out  to  be  buoyed. 

The  Admiralty  Chart  gives  it  only  on  a  small  aeafe.— «i8^t  1860. 
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BT    AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  IL 


Wjbll,  I  will  now  finish  my  long-winded  yam  about  old  G  On 

our  road  to  town,  mj  governor  stopped  at  the  aforesaid  kennel,  and  I  led 

him  to  the  huntsman^s  house  adjoining  it,  where  we  found  our  man, 

who  at  once  recognised  me,  and  called  out,  "  Well,  little  un,  how        ** 

when  his  eye  caught  my  father's  person  behind  me,  which  cut  his 

sentence  short,  for  he  instantly  put  himself  into  that  peculiarly  sub- 

serWent  position  so  many  men  assume  towards  their  superiors,  and 

pulled  his  '*  toppin"  in  deference  to  my  pa'.     My  father  thanked  him 

for  his  kindness  to  me,  and  gave  him  a  guinea,  which  he  took  with 

evident  satisfaction,  saying,  '*  Thank  you,  sir  ;•— beg  pardon,  sir,  but 

this  little  gent  aint  agoing  no  more  to  that  air  school,  sir,  I  hope,  sir."" 

My  (iEither  replied,—''  No,  my  man,  he  is  not ;"  adding,  **  Did  you  ever 

rate  a  hound  ?'* — "  Yes,  sir,  lots  of  um."     "  Then,"  said  my  dad,  "  you 

will  perhaps  be  glad  to  know  that  I  have  also  flogged  a  hound,  and  that 

to  my  entire  satisfaction,  within  these  three  hours  V* 

A  stare,  a  grin,  the  very  smallest  attempt  at  a  wink,  and  a  profound 

toppin  pulling  was  the  only  reply,  and  we  again  wended  our  way  to 

town,  when,  ofter  an  hour's  silent  mystification  of  mind,  I  said— 

'*  Father,  what's  rating  a  hound  ?*    <' Flogging  your  master,"  was  the 

curt  reply. 

The  next  day  my  &ther  and  I  called  on  a  Mr.  M  ■      ,  in  the  Strand, 

a  very  respectable  man  of  business,  and  one  of  poor  Dicky  Booths 

guardians,  where  once  more  I  was  trotted  out  '*  in  natnralibus,''  and 

asked  to  give  a  full,  but  true,  account  of  Dicky  Boot's  treatment  at 

school.     I  told  all  I  could,  no  expression  of  mine  being  adequate  to  its 

whole  enormity,  when  Mr.  M  at  once  expressed  his  determination 

to  see  the  other  guardians,    and  gain  their  consent  to  the  instant 

removal  of  Dicky,  which  was,  I  am  happy  to  say,  duly  effected  to  my 

own  oertun  knowledge. 

That  day  nothing  further  was  seii  about  my  future  destination,  but 
the  next  day  my  father  told  me  I  was  to  go  to  school  in  Kent.  Now, 
my  fears  of  my  father^s  anger  were  great ;  but  my  fears  of  another 
school  were  so  much  greater,  that  I  implored  him  to  let  me  go  to  sea 

•Continued  from  page  328. 
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instead,  any  how  or  anj  where,  for  the  dear  old  leaky  dirty  hoy  wu  it£ff 
floating,  a  perfect  yacht  in  my  imagination.  But,  no  !  if  there  was  000 
class  of  men  my  rectangular,  stiff-necked  old  governor  contemned  mofv 
than  another,  the  sailor  was  his  aversion.  There  was  something  in  the 
loose  and  rolicking  habits  of  the  man,  so  wholly  at  variance  with  his 
ramrod*Iike  view  of  propriety  and  order,  and  his  dreadfnl  soSemg9 
from  sea  sickness  combined,  that  made  a  ship  to  him  a  floating  pur- 
gatory, manned  by  nautical  imps.  So  to  school  I  was  sent,  despite  o£ 
tears  and  entreatiesi  but — ad  parlour  boarder.  And,  oh  I  that  I  cooLd 
find  words  full  and  warm  enough  to  do  justice  to  the  kind  heart  and 
simple  elegance  of  mind  possessed  by  my  new  master,  Mr.  Mace.  To 
call  him  the  antipodes  of  old  G  is  but  to  insult  his  memory  bj 

coupling  their  names  in  one  and  the  same  sentence.  The  gentle  re- 
monstrance, the  mild  rebuke,  the  advice  so  good  and  freely  given,  and 
made  so  palpable  to  the  most  stolid  mind  by  the  kind  expression  and 
feeling  of  the  donor,  are  all  as  dear  to  my  mind's  eye  now  as  the  day  I 
heard  them,  fifty  years  ago.  How  many  times  did  he  get  his  dear  old 
iat  wife  to  urge  me  on  to  beg  off  some  incorrigible  scamp  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  order  the  head  usher  to  flog — ^how  many  faults  he  pardoned  of 
my  own— and  how  much  good  advice  he  wasted  on  me,  is  proved  by 
the  following  fact. 

My  father  being  again  abroad,  and  my  godfather  very  ill,  I  had  to 
stay  the  holidays  ;  Mr.  Mace  and  his  dear  old  wife  left  home  for  m 
fortnight's  recreation,  and  I  was  left  to  myself,  in  the  most  unfortunate 
sense  of  the  word ;  and  oh,  De  Foe  I  oh,  Robinson  Crusoe  and  old  hoj  I 
in  decency  come  forward  and  share  my  disgrace,  when  with  shame  I 
confess  that  one  evening  at  dusk  I  found  myself  at  Heme  Bay,  and 
entering  the  old  cottage  of  the  old  hoy's  old  master 

Now  all  you  little  school  boys  of  every  degree. 
When  you  read  this  bad  tale,  take  warning  by  me. 
And  never  fh>m  school  Tun^for  to  go  to  sea. 

However,  all  jesdng  aside,  this  false  step  on  my  part  led  to  my  forfeit* 
ing  my  fiather's  good  opinion  and  interest  in  my  future  advancement, 
in  a  great  measure,  and  it  threw  me  into  a  class  of  society  so  infinitely 
below  my  own  grade,  as  to  inculcate  habits  (if  not  feelings)  which  it  has 
taken  a  long  life  to  only  partially  overcome.  But  my  punishment  was 
not  long  in  overtaking  me.  With  another  twenty  guineas  in  prospect^ 
Mr.  Hoy,  as  I  shall  call  him,  at  once  took  me  to  London,  and  duly  sur- 
rendered me  up  to  my  godfather,  who,  being  too  ill  to  take  chaige  of 
me,  handed  me  over  to  a  friend  of  my  father^s,  an  East  India  Diroctor, 
living  in  St.  James's  Street,  where  I  remained  till  my  fether  came  home 
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«-— having^  pledged  my  solemn  word  not  to  ran  away  till  he  came.  The 
only  two  facts  I  remember  as  occurring  whilst  I  staid  there,  were  the 
following  :— Hearing  Braham  sing,  (oh  fatal  mistake)  "  the  fiay  of 
Biscay,"  and  other  nautical  songs,  at  an  evening  party  ;  and  before  sud 
party  assembled,  Mrs.  H  ,  with  a  huge  turban,  decorated  with  birds 
of  Paradise,  on  her  head,  reclining  on  a  sofa,  and  asking  me  in  a 
languidly  pompous  mnaner,  **  M  I,  dearr,  how  do  I  look,  lore,  in  a 
recumbent  porturr e.** 

At  last  my  father  came,  and  but  for  Mrs.  H  and  her  kind  entrea- 
ties, he  would  undoubtedly  have  **  rated  another  hound  ;"  but  he  could 
refuse  a  lady  nothing,  and  I  escaped  a  most  deserved  horse-whipping. 

He  and  Mr.  H consulted  all  one  morning  about  me,   and  then  I 

was  asked  if  I  was  still  determined  to  go  to  sea,  to  which  I  stoutly 
responded  "  Yes  !"  My  father  and  I  then  went  to  (I  think)  Golden 
Square,  to  Admiral  ]>— *8,  where  another  consultation  ended  in  my 
being  taken  by  them  to  Hermitage,  Wapping,  to  the  house  of  a  Mr. 
H  y,  a  large  owner  of  colliers  trading  to  and  from  London  and 
Shields. 

Here  another  consultation  ended  by  my  being  asked  by  this  gentle- 
man if  I  was  inclined  to  become  bound  as  an  apprentice  to  the  coal 
trade.  To  which  this  deponent  answered  "  Yes"  in  great  haste, 
although  not  knowing  what  the  coal  trade  might  be  in  the  slightest 
degree.  A  Mr.  Dennis,  a  clerk,  was  then  called  in,  ordered  to  fill  up 
the  usual  printed  form,  and  to  witness  my  signature  at  the  bottom  of  it ; 
this  done,  my  hiher  handed  him  some  money  wherewith  to  procure  my 

outfit,  when  he  and  Admiral  D shook  hands  with  Mr.  H and 

prepared  to  leave  the  room,  I  followed  as  a  master  of  course,  but  as 
vaj  father  turned  to  make  one  last  courteous  inclination  to  old  Mr. 
H  ,  he  saw  me  at  his  side,  and  said  in  the  very  coldest  manner, 
*'  What  are  you  doing  here,  sir  ?"  I  replied,  **  I  was  following  you,  sir." 

m  not  readily  forget  his  reply.     **  M 1,  I  have  no  longer  interest 

in,  or  control  over  you ;  you  yourself  have  destroyed  both  in  me ,  you 
are  now  the  property  of  that  gentleman,"  and  with  this  parental  adieu 
he  disappeared,  and  I  set  to  and  had  a  real  regular  bereaved -hearted 

cry  for  an  hour.     That  night  I  slept  at  Mr.  H 's,  after  passing  some 

time  with  Mr.  Dennis  in  shopping,  and  the  next  morning  I  was  taken 
to  the  ofiBice  by  that  gentleman,  and  shown  to  a  little  squint-eyed, 
square-built  man,  in  a  pea-jacket  and  flushing  trowsers,  who  exclaimed 
at  once,  in  a  voice  like  that  of  a  bull,  **  Ho,  my  heyes  his  this  here  the 
young  covey,  hey  ;  veil  I'm  blowed,  they  ses  breed's  better  nor  bulk, 
and  so  hit  bought  to,  for  a  breath  o'  hair  'ud  blow  him  into  hoakum  I*^ 
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I  was  then  told  he  was  the  master  of  the  Curlew  brig,  in  which  I  was 
to  begin  my  seafaring  education,  and  as  he  was  just  going  on  board  I 
followed  him  down  to  the  Pool,  where  he  hailed  the  brig,  and  we  were 
put  on  board  in  the  jolly-boat*  So  soon  as  he  put  his  foot  on  deck,  he 
called  out  **  Will,"  to  which  a  response  from  the  hold  answered,  '*  Waall,*' 
and  following  the  word  a  large-framed  tall  young  fellow  appeared  on 
deck,  to  whom  I  was  introduced  in  manner  following  :«*"  Here's  »young 
coye  as  is  corned  to  sea  to  vear  his  hold  clothes  hout,  so  Rushy,  I  giyea 
him  hup  to  you  to  hedecate." 

The  mate,  an  immense  giant  of  a  man  looked  down  upon  me  in  that 
sort  of  a  curious  wonder  a  naturalist  might  be  supposed  to  feel  on  the 
first  sight  of,  until  then,  an  unknown  breed  of  monkeys,  and  exclaimed, 
^  Gosh,  hinney,  but  yeeV  a  wee  yun  ;  what  ever  pit  it  intea  yeer  father's 
dom'd  stupid  head  tae  send  ye  intae  this  trade." 

I  replied,  innocently  enough,  "  Admiral  D ,  sir,  that  I  might  not 

like  to  go  any  more." 

*'  Ha  Hadmiral !"  shouts  the  little  skipper.  **  A  Admeraal,"  roars 
out  Northumbrian  Will,  and  then  digging  their  thumbs  into  each  other's 
ribs,  they  burst  out  into  a  stentorian  "  Ha,  ha,  ha.*'  When  this  had 
subsided,  big  Will  said  to  the  skipper,  ^*  Cabin  or  forecastle." 

*'  Cabin,"  was  the  reply,  and  in  less  than  fire  minutes  a  boy  named 
Bob  was  ordered  to  vacate  his  place  of  honour  in  the  cabin  to  make 
room  for  me,  and  to  show  me  preriously  what  I  had  to  do.  On  my 
diving  into  this  nautical  drawing-room,  smoke  at  first  prevented  my 
seeing  the  diabolical  expression  of  the  boy  Bob's  facci  as  he  said,  "  Well 
young  Skilligolee,  you're  cum'd  to  cut  me  out  are  you  I  look  out  for 
squalls  when  the  skipper  shoves  off  again,  that's  alL"  Now,  veiy  un- 
fortunately for  me,  my  being  a  gentleman^s  son  was  in  the  eyes  of  every 
man  and  boy  on  board  a  heinous  offence,  and  secondly,  my  pale  face, 
small  size,  and  delicate  appearance,  fully  satisfied  all  hands  that  my 
portion  of  all  hard  work  would  have  to  be  shared  amongst  themselves^ 
as,  to  use  the  expression  of  one  of  them,  '*  1  could  na  baud  a  flea  wi'out 
its  legs  were  broken." 

Well  the  captain  went  on  shore,  taking  long  Will  with  him,  and  no 
sooner  did  this  take  place  than  the  boy  Bob  led,  or  rather  dragged  me  to 
the  forecastle  scuttle,  down  which  he  thrust  me,  all  hands  followed  to 
see  the  fun,  when  he  ordered  me  to  sit  facing  him  on  one  end  of  a  sea- 
chest  straddleways,  whilst  he  sat  on  the  other  end  opposite  me*  Now 
mind  you,  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  three  men  and  two  boys  sat  by, 
and  enjoyed  the  following  cruel  treatment,  practised  on  me  by  the  boy 
Bob,  although  I  never  crossed  their  vision  until  that  moment,  and  the 
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TBFj  agony  of  my  fean  ought  to  lukye  daimed  their  interference  in  my 
hehBlt 

It  is  impossible  to  place  on  paper  the  oaths  and  fonl  sayings  of  master 
Bob  daring  his  cross^questioning  of  poor  me  ;  it  is  sufficient  to  stat» 
that  his  godfathers  and  godmothers  had  most  strictly  (nlfilled  that  |iart 
of  their  obligation,  entailed  in  teaching  the  child  of  their  adoption  the 
**  vulgar  tongde/^  for  eyery  second  word  he  uttered  was  an  abomination. 
He  began  by  eliciting  my  parentage,  birth  and  position,  each  individual 
reply  gaining  me  a  cuff  on  the  side  of  the  head,  accompanied  by  the 
aasnrance,  '*  That's  a  -—  lie,''  He  then,  having  complained  that  the 
skipper  was  oftener  drunk  than  sober,  insbted  on  my  stealing,  or  what 
he  called  *'  smouching,**  his  gin  and  tobacco,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  audience  surrounding  us.  This,  despite  of  my  fears,  I  flatly  refused 
to  comply  with,  in  virtue  of  which  refusal,  I  was,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  made  a  spread  eagle  of  on  the  said  chest,  held  by  my  arms  and 
legs  there  by  the  crew,  and  cobbed  (alias  flogged)  with  a  rope's  end 
over  the  inferior  portion  of  my  person  till  I  yelled  with  pain.  But 
master  Bob  and  long  Jemmy,  had  you  only  known  whose  head  and  two 
eyes  were  peering  down  the  forecastle  scuttle,  you  would  have  sooner 
drank  molten  lead  than  been  caught  in  the  act  of  cobbiog  poor 
defenceles  me. 

The  loud  and  angery  voice  of  Will  Rushy  came  like  a  knell  on  all 
present  as  he  shouted  out,  "  On  deck  there,  all  hands  !'*  I  was  at  liberty, 
and  rubbing  my  sore  places  in  an  instant,  and  as  the  men  were  mount- 
ing up  the  scuttle-ladder,  boy  Bob  was  urgiog  me,  with  mingled 
entreaties,  threats,  and  curses,  not  to  split  on  him.  When  they  were 
all  np,  the  same  face  and  two  eyes  again  looked  down  and  said,  "  Wee 
laddie,  cum  awa  up,  and  I'll  no  hurt  ye."  It  was  the  voice  of  kindness, 
and  I  felt  it  so,  and  in  a  perfect  paroxysm  of  pain  and  rage,  I  scrambled 
out  of  my  place  of  torture  into  daylight.  There  stood  the  giant  of  a 
mate  (happily  for  me  sent  back  with  the  jolly  boat  by  the  skipper 
to  weigh  the  kedge,  previous  to  our  dropping  down  the  river)  and 
there  stood   also  the  chop-fallen  crew  and  the  terrified  boys. 

**  Jemmy,"  said  the  mate  to  the  tallest  and  most  powerful  man  on 
board,  "  Lash  boy  Bob  to  the  windless  end."  Jemmy  at  once  explained 
his  preferencjB  to  a  voyage  across  the  Styx  first,  and  flatly  refused 
obedience  to  the  order.  At  one  bound  the  mate  was  on  him,  in  an 
inatant  long  Jemmy  was  struggling  in  the  gent's  grasp,  and  the  next 
saw  him  smashed  against  the  mast  till  the  breath  came  out  of  him  like 
the  groan  of  a  pavior  driving  stones  into  a  new  made  street.  The  mate, 
now  fairly  roused,  turned  to   another  man,  but  no  preference  for  a. 
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mythological  Toyage  prefixed  lib  reply.  lostant  eompliance  saw  maiter 
Bob  naked  from  wust  to  knee,  lashed  to  the  windlass  end  ;  the  same 
rope's  end  that  pnnished  me  was  prodaoed,  and  big  Rusby,  patting  me 
on  the  back,  pretty  much  as  one  would  coax  a  wee  doggie  to  fight  a 
mackle  ane,  put  it  into  my  hand  and  told  me  ^  tae  pit  an  the  little 
strength  in  me  body  intae  me  arm,  and  tae  lay  intil  master  Bob.^ 

I  wish  you  could  have  seen  his  blank  surprise  whan  I  refused  com- 
pliance with  this  most  gratifying  request.  He  stared  at  me  a&d  said, 
^'Lorsh  me,  wee  mannie^  what  for  no?"  I  said  upon  the  fair  play 
principle  I  had  learned  at  school  in  all  our  small  battles,  *'  If  yon  please, 
sir,  he*s  fast,  and  can't  hit  again/'  Rusby  gave  me  another  stare,  an 
affectionate  slap  on  the  hock,  which  nearly  left  me  as  little  breath  as 
long  Jemmy,  and  lifting  me  up  pretty  much  as  a  man  would  do  a  skye 
terrier  to  show  he  could  daogle  in  mid  air  without  squealing,  saidj  **  By 
gosh,  yeer  souFs  bigger  than  your  body,  hinny  I"  aud  then  turuing  to 
the  crew,  he  rejoined,  **  Now,  men,  this  wee  laddie  is  placed  under  my 
charge,  and  by  ■  if  any  amang  you  all  lift  hand  till  him  after  this, 
ril  no  leave  a  hale  bone  in  your  boodles."  He  then  seized  the  rope's 
end,  and  approached  poor  agonized  Bob,  when  I  rushed  to  his  rescue, 
and  implored  him  to  forgive  him  for  this  once  ;  to  which  he  yielded  a 
most  reluctant  consent,  and  Bob  was  freed,  scatheless.  Bill  Rusby's 
rage,  however,  was  not  appeased,  and  he  once  more  turned  to  where 
long  Jemmy  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  fore-mast,  (to  use  an  elegant  ez« 
pression)  all  of  a  lump,  with  blood  trickling  from  his  nose  and  month. 
Rusby  ordered  him  to  rise  and  help  to  weigh  the  kedge,  but  the  man 
was  past  that  or  any  other  work,  and  was  obliged  to  be  supported 
down  into  that  forecastle  where  so  lately  he  was  the  abettor  of  my 
wanton  ill  treatment 

I  and  Bob, 'as  soon  as  the  kedge  was  weighed,  went  into  the  cabin, 
where  Bob  nearly  shook  my  arm  and  squeezed  my  hand  off,  in  the  ex- 
cess of  his  gratitude  for  my  having  begged  him  off  the  rope's  ending  ; 
and  from  that  day  forward  he  never  ver}'  ill  used  me.     He  taught  me, 
however,  to  smoke  and  swear,  and  sing  nautical,  as  also  naughty  songs, 
until  I  had  gained  an  edition   to  my  vocabulary,  which,  had  my  old 
governor  heard,  it  would  have  caused  his  very  pigtail  to  curl  unaided. 
The  old  tub  of  a  brig  was  got  out  of  the  tier  of  colliers,  and  dropp 
clear  of  the  pool,  and  the  wind  being  fair,  we  sailed  away  down   t 
river,  and  I  exultingly  pointed  out  to  boy  Bob  the  identical  jetty  whe 
the  old  hoy  bad   loaded  her  lime.     However,  after  passing  the  Not 
bad  weather  came  on,  and  I  became  dead  sick  :  that  kind  of  mental  an 
physical  prostration  that  looks  on  life  as  pain,  and  death' as  relief.     An^ 
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I  Jo  beliere  that  bat  for  big  Bill  Rusby  picking  me  up  from  under  the 
companion  ladder  and  rolling  me  into  his  berth,  and  wiping  my  face 
and  mouth  with  a  handkerchief  reeking  with  every  abomination  from 
tobacco  juice  downwards,  I  should  yerily  have  ended  my  earthly  career 
on  my  first  voyage  to  sea.  In  fact,  it  was  not  till  we  had  been  twenty- 
four  hours  in  Shields  that  I  was  able  to  raise  my  head  from  the]^illow, 
and  I  fully  remember  Bill  Rushy  taking  me  up  in  his  great  paws  and 
trying  to  feed  me  with  teaspoonsful  of  grog,  against  which  every  sense 
I  had  left  rose  up  in  sickening  repulsion,  but  he  insisted,  and  I  perforce 
swallowed  it,  and  as  I  dosed  off  to  sleep  I  heard  him  saying,  "  Waes 
me,  wee  laddie,  but  ye'U  gang  up  to  my  mither  in  the  mom,  if  God 
spares  ye,  for  ye'U  just  dee  here  ony  road,  and  what  would  yeer  fule 
body  o'  a  father  say  tae  that."  I  am  unable  to  give  in  words  the 
northern  dialect  of  the  Shields  men,  but  it  is  just  bad  Scotch  full 
ofr's. 

Will  Rushy  was  as  good  as  his  word,  for  the  next  day  after  the  ship's 
work  was  done,  he  actually  stripped  and  washed  me.  Now,  a  bear  first 
learning  to  dance  or  shoulder  a  staff  musket -wise,  was  an  effort  of  far 
easier  accomplishment  than  huge  Will  Rusby  getting  through  this 
ordeal  without  dislocating  my  limbs  or  scrubbing  off  my  nose  or  ears, 
or,  as  he  himself  soliloquised,  **  Lorsh,  but  I  must  take  tent,  or  111  bieak 
him  like  a  pipe  stem." 

The  reader  must  be  pleased  to  remember  that  I  was  only  rising  twelve 
years  of  age,  a  small  weasen*faced  boy,  with  small  bones  and  little  flesh, 
and  that  a  deadly  white  ;  and  that  I  had,  up  to  my  term  of  purgatory 
at  old  G  d's,  been  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  luxurious  ease  and 
tenderness. 

NoUehearted  big  Will,  I  remember  so  well  he  tried  his  best  to  make 
me  "  ship  shape,"  but  the  sigh  he  gave  when  I  was  duly  rigged  had  as 
much  mortification  as  pleasure  in  it,  and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
I  had  rendered  abortive  all  his  unwonted  efforts  as  toilet-master. 

Will's  **  mither,"  as  he  called  her,  lived  at  the  sign  of  the  '*  Britannia" 
public  house  in  South  Shields,  together  with  her  youngest  daughter, 
Kate^  a  child  of  eleven  years  old,  and  Kate's  eldest  sister,  Maggie. 
Now  in  those  days  Shields  then  and  Shields  now  were  as  unlike  as 
night  and  day,  and  before  every  house  in  the  street  was  a  square  pit 
snnk^  sailed  the  **  coal  hole,"  which  everybody  knowing,  easily  avoided. 
It  was  just  dark  when  boy  Bob  sculled  Will  and  I  on  shore,  on  the 
south  side,  the  brig  lying  on  the  north,  and  I  followed  big  Will's  long 
strides  as  well  as  I  could  up  the  brae^  it  never  entering  his  good*natured 
head  that  his  offering  me  his  hand  was  a  measure  at  all  necessary  to  my 
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well-being.     So  weak,  and  sick,  and  giddy,  I  staggered  in  a  sort  of 
half  run  after  him,  till  we  got  opposite  the  house,  when  he  turned  hi* 
head  and  called  out,  "  We  mannie,  tak  tent  the  coal  hole.^ 

To  my  infinite  h<Mrror,  and  his  alarm,  I  walked  right  into  it,  and,  un- 
fortunately for  me,  there  b^ng  Utile  coal  in  it^  I  fell  sheer  down  abcmt 
ten  feet,  and  knocked  mjrself  senseless  at  the  bottom.  It  seem^  there 
was  a  ladder  in  it.  The  servant  lassie  having  been  for  eoals^  and 
intending  to  oome  for  more^  had  left  the  lid  open,  and  hence  my  die- 
aster*  When  I  came  to,  I  found  myself  in  the  lap  of  a  large  elderly 
woman,  with  the  kindest  cast  df  features  anxiously  in  play,  watdiing 
my  return  to  consciousness,  and  a  little  girl  wiping  my  forehead  with  a 
wet  cloth,  and  a  tall  young  woman  trying  to  get  my  clothes  off.  Peer- 
ing over  the  whole  was  the  well-remembered  face  and  two  eyes  that 
looked  down  the  forecastle  scuttle,  and  as  I  stretched  out  my  anns  to 
it  as  my  only  protector  and  fiiend,  there  issued  forth  from  its  nuNitk 
sounds  having  a  strange  combination  of  a  sob,  a  snort,  and  a  corse  ;  for 
big  Will,  to  whom  it  belonged^  said,  in  a  choky  sort  of  a  way,  '*  Dom 
thee,  thouVt  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  foule,  or  thou^t  he  deed,  but  I've  dun 
wee  thee.  I  strive  tae  mak  thee  decent,  and  a  bonnie  figure  head  tho«*s 
made  thee  sen  I  So,  mither,  its  thy  turn  now,  only  tak  heed  and 
lash  him  tae  wee  Katie's  bed,  or  he'll  be  awa'  thro't  key  hole  i'  the 
mom  I" 

His  ^  Biitber"  ^  take  charge  of  me,  and  I  waa  well  and  kindly 
washed,  an  act  one  never  gets  at  sdiool,  my  out  head  and  brmsed  ansa 
coddled  up  in  soft  linen,  some  niee  hot  tea  and  sopped  cake  given  om, 
and  I  was  put  to  bed  with  wee  Katie,  in  whose  arms  I  sobbed  mys^  to 
sleep,  and  woke  next  morning  like  a  Lilliput  giant  refreshed.  Ileav 
little  Kate  Rushy,  how  she  nursed  me  and  waited  on  me,  aad  how  I 
loved  her,  and  how  she  loved  me,  and  how  we  told  each  other  so  ;  tlM 
love  of  man,  even  in  his  best  estate,  has  nothing  ao  fondly  chaste  as  tiia 
first  love  of  youth,  and  that  child's  image  has  ever  left  its  impress  on  my 
mind.  My  heart  is  now  unworthy  of  her  then  simple  love,  the  world 
having  made  it  a  great  deal  too  hard  for  the  reception  of  soft  imprea 
sions.  That  day  how  happily  I  sat  in  the  ingle  nook  of  Mrs.  RuA^a 
private  parlour,  with  my  hand  in  little  Katie's,  and  her  arm  round  my 
neck,  protectiag-wise,  whilst  I  related  to  the  astomshed  Mrs.  Busby 
and  her  daughter,  Maggie,  that  I  was  a  teal  gaatlsaaan'a  son,  and  how 
my  father  and  mother  had  fallen  m  love  and  married,  and  bUea  out 
again  and  separated,  &o.  To  all  which  dear  oM  Mrs.  Rushy  used  to 
repeat,  in  a  doleful  voiee^  "Waes  me,  moekle  siller  muekk  eaie.* 
Well,  in  two  days  I  waa^  to  use  a  nautieal  term^  afresh  at  paints  agaia^ 


SKETCHES  OV  NAVAL  LIFE.  449 

•nd  ivent  down  with  big  Will  in  the  morning  to  the  brig,  and  set  to 
work  and  scoured  the  cabin  out ;  the  drunken  little  skipper  Ijing  on  the 
locker,  laaghing  at  my  abortive  efforts^  and  ealliog  out  to  big  WilU-» 
*'  Blow  me  tight>  Will,  here's  a  suckin'  Hadmiral  a  scrubbing  of  the 
cabin  T'  However,  although  he  was  skipper,  the  mate  was  his  master, 
and  I  never  saw  him  dare  to  oppose  his  will  twice  over. 

We  were  detained  three  weeks  in  Shields,  owing  to  some  ^'  stick  ontr 
of  the  keel  men,  during  which  time  I  learned  to  clean  platters^  kniveSp 
spoons,  &C.,  boil  tea,  and  wait  at  the  cabin  table  s  also  to  plat  as  much 
sinnet  as  would  reach  from  stem  to  stem,  which  in  a  week  I  could  do  as 
well  and  as  fast  as  the  boy  Bob  or  the  other  two  lads,  to  their  gfeatly 
increased  respect  for  my  abilities.  But  what  gained  me  the  entire  ap« 
proval  of  all  hands,  was  my  aptitude  in  learning  to  steer,  which  some- 
bow  I  at  once,  as  it  were  caught  up,  and  delighted  in«**-so  that,  at  dim:ier 
time,  in  moderate  and  clear  weather,  M  hands  went  to  dinner,  and  I 
was  left  in  my  glory,  steering  the  old  beast  of  a  brig  within  two  pointa 
of  her  course  each  way,  no  other  man  or  boy  in  her  being  able  to  keep 
her  within  three,  running,  for  she  dragged  as  much  dead  water  after  hep 
aa  would  tow  her  jolly-boat  under  her  stem  without  a  painter.  Big 
Will  used  to  come  up,  wiping  the  grease  off  his  fiice  with  (he  sleeve  of 
his  jacket,  take  a  peep  ahead*  see  I  was  going  all  right,  nod  his  head, 
and  say,  "  Weel  dun,  Maagog  1"  and  dive  again  to  finish  what  ha 
politely  called  hu  gmb.  When  replete,  he  would  agiun  come  up,  pat 
my  head,  and  say,—"  Now  Sma'banes,  awa  and  eat  your  bulk  o'  beef  and 
duff,  and  dear  a'  up  below/'  Gioing  from  Shields  to  London,  we  had 
light  winds  and  some  thick  weather,  when  it  became  necessary  to  con* 
atantly  keep  the  lead  going  in  beating  up  the  Swin,  on  which  occasion 
I  first  learned  the  fact  that  any  man  shipping  as  a  seaman  in  a  eol]ier» 
by  the  run,  and  not  knowing  how  to  heave  the  lead,  had  to  forfeit  five 
jfaiUings  of  his  run-money  to  the  rest  of  the  crew  who  did. 

Now,  on  oar  arrival  at  Shields,  long  Jemmy,  not  liking  Ug  WilPp 
osage  of  him,  had  left,  and  another  man  had  joined  in  his  stead,  who, 
<oot  knowing  bow  to  cast  the  lead,  was  mulcted  of  five  shillings  ia 
4eflimlt»  When  I  saw  this,  I  sidled  op  to  my  big  friend  and  asked  him 
tp  show  me  how  to  do  it,  but  he  only  patted,  or  rather  thumped*  my 
lieadf  saying — '*  Bide  a  wee,  hinney»  the  lead's  heavier  than  yeensl^ 
-and  yeer  no  fit  tea  cast  it  for  want  o'  pooiir  i  no  for  want  o'  will  1" 

On  our  arrival  in  London,  Mr.  Dennis,  the  clerk,  came  on  boas^ 
and,  asking  for  me,  said  I  might  go  on  shore  to  Mr.  H  ^y's  if  I  liked* 
but  I  promptly  refused  to  leave  long  Will  on  any  terms,  or  under  the 
influence  of  any  sort  of  seductions.     The  next  morning,  however,  saw 
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tally  rectangular  daddie's  wlute  leather  glores,  buff  tights,  and  gloorf 
hesaian  boots  being  polluted,  by  scrambliDg  in  a  very  undignified  mannfg' 
out  of  a  wherry  on  board  the  brig.  I  saw  him  at  onee.  Long  Will 
'was  teaching  me  how  to  tar  a  rope  and  hold  the  bail  for  him  whilst  he 
served  it,  when  I  whispered  "  Oh,  Will,  there's  my  father ;  what  shaD 
I  dor 

**  Staan  be  your  cidours,  and  be  dom'd  tae  ye  V*  was  the  negatively 
encouraging  reply,  when  my  dad  came  up,  and  sud  to  Will— {not 
knowing  me^  with  my  head  januned  into  my  shirt  front,  in  Uie  reef 
least 

"  Where  is  my  son,  sir  T* 

''  Teer  son,  sir  ?**  said  long  ^^1,  with  a  face  of  the  most  proToking 
simplicity,  **  I  canna  tell  ye  that  till  ye  give  me  his  name.*' 

Now,  if  anything  set  my  governor's  dander  up  more  than  another,  it 
was  an  evasion,  and  he  said  at  once,  in  his  not  to  be  trifled  with  way, 
**  Hark'ye,  sirrah,  there  is  no  human  possibility  of  your  having  mon 
than  one  gentleman's  son  in  this  den  of  filth,  so  instantly  prodnee 
tim." 

Will  found  it  was  *'  nae  use,"  as  he  said  afterwards,  so  he  quitdj 
spread  out  his  huge  fist  like  an  eagle's  claw,  enveloped  my  head  with  it, 
slewed  me  round,  turned  up  my  face  vis^a'tis  with  my  lather^s  and  said, 
<<  Is  this  wee  crittur  onything  belanging  tae  ye  ?^' 

Hogarth  alone  could  have  done  justice  to  the  conflict  of  disgostt 
remorse,  and  anger,  which  contended  for  mastery  on  my  father's  featurea 
as  he  eyed  me,  his  only  begotten  son,  covered  with  coal  dust  and  tar, 
and  with  incipient  but  painfully  palpable  symptoms  of  the  debased 
nautical,  as  it  were,  sprouting  out  all  over  me.  At  last  he  said,  by  a 
painful  effort  at  composure^-*'  M  1,  I  persume  yot  are  now  auffi* 
ciently  disgusted  with  both  your  present  position  and  assodatee,  to 
desire  an  instaut  removal  with  me  to  your  home  again  ;  therefore  ex* 
change  that  abomination  of  a  dress  and  come  with  me." 

Now,  there  is  no  earthly  doubt,  that  had  I  been  able  to  have  seen  my 
father  properly  on  this  trying  occasion,  I  should  have  **  fled  my  ooloors^ 
instanter ;  but  in  very  truth,  I  must  own,  I  saw  nothmg  but  wee  fiLata 
Rusby  in  the  very  act  of  giving  me  her  parting  kiss,  and  saying,  "  Yeel 
neer  win  back  when  ye  ance  gang  awa  I"  So  at  last  I  replied  (O  fiUal 
response)— "  If  you  please  sir,  I  am  Mr.  H's  property,  and  Fd  raiher 
notr 
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This  was  origioally  intended  to  occupy  but  one  day,  but  that  was  ulti* 
mately  abandoaed,  and  therefore,  on  Thursday,  the  26th  July,  the  sporta 
were  eommenoed.  The  programme  containing  a  keel  race,  a  four-oared 
Jolly-boat  race,  sculling  match,  punt  hunt,  and  duck  hunt,  was  duly 
carried  out,  and  in  addition  thereto,  some  amusement  was  afforded  by 
the  g^asy  pole,  ke. 

For  the  keel  race  there  were  ten  entries  and  six  prizes— namely,  £7, 
£4,  £2  lOs,  £l  lOs,  £1,  and  10a.  The  vessels,  having  been  previously 
arranged  at  the  starting  point,  got  under  weigh  at  the  given  signal 
about  1  Ih.  30m.  The  wind  was  very  light,  and  consequently  there 
was  not  that  excitement  there  would  have  been  had  they  been  favoured 
by  a  stiff  breeze.  It  was,  however  evident  that  each  was  prepared  to 
do  its  best  Ihe  George  took  the  lead,  and  was  allowed  to  retain  it 
until  the  Holm  Buoy  was  reached,  when  the  Ransome  shot  ahead  of 
her,  and  held  her  own  to  the  distance  of  the  Hebbles  Float  closely  pur- 
sued by  the  Fury,  who  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  place,  which  she 
held  till  near  the  winning  buoy,  when  the  Ransome  again  took  the  lead* 
and  came  in  the  winner,  followed  respectively  by  the  Fury  and  John 
Hurst ;  the  George  was  the  last  but  one.  The  course  was  down  the 
If  umber,  round  the  North  Holm  Buoy,  and  back  to  the  starting  point 
off  the  pier,  which  was  reached  about  3h.  15m.  The  other  matches 
appeared,  however,  to  create  the  greatest  excitement,  from  the  fact  that 
they  could  be  better  witnessed  by  the  spectators  on  shore,  of  whom  there 
were,  as  the  afiternoon  advanced,  a  considerable  number. 

'The  duck  hunt  occasioned  some  very  active  rowing,  and  called  into 
requisition  every  boat  afloat  in  the  vicinity,  for  the  first  duck  led  the 
Startling  fleet  a  chase  in  the  Humber,  and  while  they  were  almost  hope* 
lessly  pursuing  their  desired  prize,  others  were  actively  bagering  other 
game  near  the  starting  point.  There  were  several  steamers  afloat  during 
the  day  with  passengers  to  witness  the  sports,  and  one  provided  by  the 
committee,  and  containing  a  select  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
accompanied  the  keels  on  their  course. 

Second  dap,^-~On  Friday  the  yacht  matches  were  proceeded  with, 
and  caused  much  excitement.  The  first  race  for  the  first  class  yachts 
was  for  a  cup  of  the  value  of  60  guineas,  given  by  the  Royal  York- 
shire Yacht  Club,  for  competition  between  yachts  belonging  to  every 
Royal  Club.  Half  minute  per  ton  for  difference  of  tonnage  for  yachts 
idiove  15  tons. 
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The  second  moe  for  a  prize  value  30  guineas,  for  vessels  bek>n^ng  ta 
the  Clttbi  under  15  tons,  with  llie  same  allowance. 
The  following  yachts  entered: — 

Numbered  as  in  Hun  ft  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


Ko. 


760  Rapid 
aSOEacnre 


&48 
S68 

72 


of  Ttdito. 


VIRST  CLASS. 


Louisa... 

Iris 

Banshee 


SaOOMD  GLASS. 

720|P^rl  

Loriine  

82  Bijou 

1.58  Cobra 


Biff. 

Tout 

cutter 

iO 

cotter 

25 

schooner 

24 

yawl 

19 

schooner 

20 

cutter 

10 

cutter 

6 

cutter 

4 

schooner 

10 

A.  Bannister,  Esq. 
Captain  Baeou. 
Captain  J.  &  Cator. 
Dudley  Smith,  Esq. 
EX  Squires»£sq. 


D.  Brown,  Esq 
C.  W.  Spark,  Esq. 
W.  Brodrick,  Esq. 
J.  Egremont,  Esq. 


The  first  gun  was  fired  about  a  quarter  peat  ten  o'dodc,  and  fira 
minutes  afterwards  the  starting  gun  was  fired.     The  five  yachts  entered 

for  the  first  prize  all  started  ;  but  only  three  got  off  for  the  second,  viz., 

the  Pearl,  Lurliue,  and  Byou.     The  Banshee  was  the  first  to  gat  out 

ber  canvas,  quickly  followed  by  the  Pearl,  which  little  vessel  shot  ahead 

io  fine  style.     The  Rapid,  having  larger  canvas,  took  longer  time  to 

get  it  thoroughly  set,  but  she  began  to  assume  a  leading  place.     The 

wind  was  very  light,  but  the  vessels  kept  pretty  well  together  down  the 

Humber. 

The  fishing-smacks,  to  the  number  of  ten,  followed  immediately  after* 
wards,  and  they  were  succeeded  by  the  keels,  who  got  away  about 
eleven  o'clock.  There  was  a  large  company  assembled  on  the  piers  to 
witness  the  departure  of  the  various  vessels.  The  keels  were  the  first 
to  arrive  back,  and  the  race  between  them  when  they  arrived  near  the 
harbour  mouth  was  very  exciting.  The  Ransome,  the  Gieorge,  and  the 
Calder,  were  close  together,  and  only  some  few  seconds  elapsed  between 
the  arrival  at  the  winning  post  of  the  three  first  vessels.  The  Ramooia 
took  the  lead,  and  was  declared  the  winner,  the  Calder  being  seoond,  the 
Geoige  third,  the  John  Hurst  fourth,  and  the  Equity  fifth. 

The  Rapid  yacht  followed  shortly  afterwards,  arriving  at  the  winning 
post  at  3h.  4]  m.  35s.  The  Eagre  followed  next  at  exactly  four  o'clock, 
and  the  Louisa  at  eleven  minutes  paat  four  o^dock.  The  Iria  was 
fourth,  and  the  Banshee  fifth.  The  Rapid  was  tho^fore  the  winner, 
even  making  the  allowance  for  difference  in  tonnage^ 

For  the  second  prize  the  Pearl  was  the  winner,  die  Lurliae  being 
second,  and  the  Bijou  third. 
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If  at  the  &hiiig*flmack  pme  (a  pone  Taloe  £20),  the  Rapid,  19  tons, 
owner  J.  Wilkin,  was  declared  the  wmner ;  the  Friendship,  9  ton% 
owner  W.  Rowbottom,  being  second  ;  the  Moth,  8  tons,  owner  Hobson 
Parker,  being  third  ;  and  the  Dart^  18  tons,  owner  W*  WiJkin  fourth. 
A  race  of  six-oared  galleys,  the  crew  consisting  of  gentlemen  amateurs^ 
afterwards  took  place  ;  the  priies,  value  ten  guineas,  being  won  by  the 
Undine,  coxswain  F.  W.  Edwards,  which  took  the  first,  and  the  Speed* 
well  second.  There  were  only  three  entered.— Numerous  other  sports 
were  indulged  in  during  the  evening,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the 
immense  concourse  of  spectators  who  had  assembled  on  the  varioot 
piers. 


HARWICH  AND  EASTERN  COAST  REGATTA. 

This  regatta  took  place  on  Thursday,  23nd  of  August,  and  was  a  great 
success  both  as  regards  the  character  of  the  sport  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  were  conducted.  The  weather,  which  has  been 
so  threatening  and  relentless  for  many  days— it  may  almost  be  said 
weeks  and  months— past,  caused  many  misgivings,  but  Thursday, 
although  rather  cold  and  boisterous,  was  perfectly  fine  overhead,  a  great 
point  at  a  regatta.  There  was  a  slashing  wind  from  the  west,  and  the 
yachts  which  engaged  in  the  various  matches  and  traversed  the  wide 
waters  of  the  harbour,  during  the  day,  were  obliged  to  reduce  their 
quantity  of  sail,  and  e?eu  then  frequently  heeled  over  rather  alarmingly. 
The  harbour  of  Harwich  is  a  magnificent  expanse  of  water,  and  the 
fine  rivers  Stonr  and  Orwell  unite  at  Harwich,  and  form  a  splendid 
estuary  of  a  mile  in  width,  in  which  great  fleets  can  repose  in  saftfty : 
but  somehow  or  other  the  glory  of  the  place  has  departed,  and  the  chief 
feature  of  the  port  now  is  a  great  mass  of  stone  dredgers,  engaged  in 
collecting  a  considerable  quantity  of  stone,  whidi  afterwards  finds  its 
way  to  London,  Hamburg,  aud  other  places.  Conspicioas,  however, 
among  these  lowly  craft  towards  H.M.S.  Pembroke,  of  GO  guns,  with 
her  attendant  satellites,  the  Magnet,  gunboat,  and  the  King  George 
and  Scout,  revenue  cutters.  All  these  vessels  were  proftuely  decked  out 
with  bunting,  and  th«r  officers  rendered  invaluable  assistance  to  the 
regatta  committee  during  the  day.  The  Magnet  was  handsomely  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  Ba  their  head-quarters,  and  her  energetic 
oommander.  Lieutenant  Lefroy,  displayed  great  seal  in  starting  and 
timing  the  various  competing  vessels.  The  committee  were  extremely 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  clean,  regularly  ordered,  and  commodious 
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vcwel  at  their  fernoe,  and  altogether  enjoyed  adrantages  mhkh  rarely 
fall  to  the  lot  of  similar  bodies  elsewhere.  The  master  of  yaohta  was 
pretty  good.  Lord  Walter  Butler  came  all  the  way  from  Dahlia  in  the 
Sappho,  a  tight  little  craft  of  14  tons,  and  J.  Bemers,  Esq.,  of  Woollas- 
ton  Park— one  of  the  most  beautiliil  seats  on  the  banks  of  the  pictures* 
qaely-wooded  Orwell — ^had  a  handsome  schooner  yacht  present.  The 
fine  lines  and  elegant  rig  of  this  vessel,  which  is  named  the  Egret » 
attracted  general  attention. 

The  prise  offered  in  the  first  match  was  a  Silver  Chip  of  the  Talne  o€ 
30  goineas,  and  was  open  to  the  competition  of  yachts  of  any  rig  belong^ 
ing  to  a  Royal  Yacht  Clab.     The  only  conditions  insisted  on  were  that 
the  owners  shonld  be  on  board,  and  that  the  proprietor  of  the   winner 
should  pay  £5.  58.  to  the  reg^atta  fund.     The  starters  were— 

Numbvtd  09  in  Bunt  a  Yacht  Luifat  1860. 


No. 


862 

753 
1043 


Hames  of  Taobts. 

Dream* 

surer  Star 

Queen 

Wateraprite  


Wg 

Tons. 

catter 

3S 

cutter 

24 

cutter 

25 

cutter 

20 

Ownen. 


Major  Westhead. 
J.  Mann,  Esq. 
Captain  Whitbread. 
R.  «r.  Leach,  Esq. 


*  This  Tesiel  formerlj  belonged  to  VL  Hajes,  Esq. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  entered  but  did  not  starts 
Gipsy,  23  tons,  J.  Delany,  Esq.  ;  Sappho,  12  tons.  Lord  Walter 
Bader. 

The  coarse  for  the  larger  yachts  and  dredgers  was  from  the  marked 
bnoy,  near  which  the  Magnet  rode  at  anchor,  to  the  Cork  Light-vessel, 
thence  to  a  mark  boat  with  red  flag  at  the  <*  stone  bench,^  thence  into 
harbour,  passing  between  a  buoy  with  red  flag  and  the  starting  veseel, 
thence  to  Waterhouse  Creek  station  boat,  and  thence  to  the  starting 
Tcssel,  learing  the  Cork  Light  station  boats  and  starting  vessel  all   on 
the  starboard.     The  distance  was  twenty  miles,  or  thereabouts,  and  had 
to  be  traversed  twice  over.     The  distance  sailed  by  the  smaller  yachts 
and  open  boats  was  materially  abridged,  and  was  officially  described 
thus  :— From  an  anchorage  abreast  of  the  mark  buoy  to  the  beach  and 
buoy  on  the  rolling  ground,  thence  to  the  station  boat  at  Waterhouse 
Creek,  leaving  all  the  station  boats  with  red  flag^  and  buoys  on  t1 
starboard  hand,  and  thence  to  the  starting  vessel,  passing  between  h( 
and  a  baoy  with  a  red  flag.     Three  guns  were  fired  in  the  first  matd 
the  first  as  a  signal  to  assemble,  the  second  to  prepare,  and  the  third  tc 
start ;  but  in  the  other  contests  only  two  signals  were  made,  the  firs) 
being  held  to  have  a  general  effect. 
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Some  delay  took  place  as  regards  the  start,  but  it  was  erentaally 
efiected  in  excellent  style  at  Ih.  Om.  dOs.,  the  Dream  obtiuniog  the 
lead,  and  the  Watersprite  second  place.  It  was  eyident  from  the  first 
that  the  stiff  breese  gave  the  larger  yacht — ^the  Dream-*  a  decided  ad- 
vantage, and  considerable  pleasure  was  expressed  at  Major  Westhead's 
probable  success,  as  the  "  old  C  major,"  as  he  is  familiarly  termed,  is  a 
Bta«nch  supporter  of  the  Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club,  and  is  very  popu- 
lar among  his  friends.  The  yachts  soon  began  to  make .  great  way, 
and  were  quickly  out  of  sight.  When  they  re-appeared  in  returning 
towards  the  Magnet,  the  Dream  was  still  ahead,  and  her  owner  and 
crew  were  loudly  cheered. 

Some  surprise  was  expressed  that  the  Dream  did  not  carry  more  sail, 
and  Lieutenant  Lefroy  sang  out  lustily  an  injunction  to  Major  West* 
head  to  set  his  gaff-topsail,  a  course  which  the  other  yachts  appeared  to 
be  pursuing.  The  gallant  officer  did  not  take  the  advice,  but  neverthe* 
less  he  continued,  notwithstanding  that  his  yacht  carried  away  a  foresail 
in  the  tack  she  had  to  make  before  she  came  to  the  **  stone  bench,''  to 
slowly  draw  sdll  further  ahead.  The  yachts  completed  each  round  as 
follows  :— 


Dream    ...... 

Queen 

Watersprite 
Silver  Btar... 


Ist  Round. 

2nd  Kound. 

h.    m.    8. 

h.    m.    s. 

S     15     10 

5    46      0 

3    20    10 

5     51     40 

3    21     53 

6       10 

3     24    40 

gave  up. 

The  Dream  had  thus  a  clear  advantage  of  2m.  lOs.,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, awarded  the  cup.  Her  gallant  owner,  on  coming  on  board 
the  Magnet,  stated  that  when  the  accident  happened  to  the  foresail  he 
.and  his  men  were  almost  inclined  to  give  way  to  apparently  adverse 
fortune,  and  abandon  the  match.  He,  however,  persevered,  and 
promised  the  plate  to  the  master  of  the  Scout  (who  assisted  him  in 
navigating  the  yacht)  if  he  won^  a  promise  which  he  had  of  course 
fulfilled. 

The  second  prize  was  a  piece  of  Plate  of  the  value  of  20  guineas, 
sailed  for  by  yachts  not  exceeding  15  tons  burden,  and  belonging  to  the 
Royal  Harwich  Yacht  Club. 


Name  of  Tachts 


Violet cutter 


Bocket 


cutter 
cutter 


*Qygnet cutter 


Ton 


12 
10 
13 
12 


Ownors 


J.  R.  Kirby,  Esq, 
B.  Blanihard,  Esq. 

Neeve,  Esq. 

— ^Hardy,  Esq. 


450  hurt's  tachtimg  maoaziks. 

The  latk  did  not  start  The  Folly  leftued  to  make  snl  until  a  AM 
gun  was  fifed  (vis.,  the  mgnal  for  preparation  in  the  next  match),  pfo-> 
bably  misapprehending  the  sailing  instroetions.  The  Violet  and  Bockei 
lost  no  time  in  getting  underway,  the  former  obtaining  the  lead  ;  but 
the  Folly  did  not  hoist  her  canvas  till  nine  minutes  had  elapsed*  wheo 
Ae  proceeded  steadily  on  her  course,  protestiog  against  the  others.  Mr^ 
Blanshard  would  really  seem,  howeTer*  to  hare  no  case,  as  the  sailing 
instructions  were  in  the  following  words :— '*  At  the  ngnal  gun  the  yaehta 
to  take  their  stations,  at  the  second  gun  to  prepare,  at  the  third  gun  to 
start  The  Tessek  in  the  next  race  will  then  immediately  take  up  their 
stations,  when  a  preparatory  gun  will  be  fired,  and  five  minutes  after- 
wards a  second  gun  to  start**  The  Violet  rounded  the  committee's 
vessel  at  8h.  Im.  Qs.,  and  the  Rocket  at  Sh.  3m.  10s. ;  the  FoUy  was 
not  timed.  In  the  remainder  of  the  ronnd  the  Violet  still  furthor  in- 
creased her  lead,  and  made  the  Magnet  at  8h.  50m.  SOs.  The  Rocket 
followed  at  3h.  52m.  309.,  and  did  not  farther  proceed  with  the  match  ; 
the  Folly  was  again  not  timed,  her  owner  being  informed  that  he  had 
put  himself  out  of  court  by  the  course  he  had  pursued.  The  prixe  was 
awarded  to  Violet 

A  piece  of  Plate  of  the  value  of  10  guineas  was  oflPered  for  smaller 
yachts,  viz.,  not  exceeding  eight  tons  in  burden.  The  entries  were :— • 
The  Helen,  5  tons,  Mr.  S.  Ring,  of  Ipswich  ;  the  Stella,  5  tons,  Mr. 
Hedge,  of  Ipswich  ;  the  Garibaldi,  8  tons,  Mr.  Vauxof  Harwidi  i  and 
the  Veritas,  6  tons,  Mr.  Baxter,  of  Mbtley.  The  start  took  place  at 
Ih.  30m.  Os.,  and  Garibaldi  was  soon  found  (as  in  Scily)  to  have 
matters  pretty  much  his  own  way.  The  Veritas  did  not  go  on  with  the 
mateh,  and  the  others  were  soon  greately  astern  the  first  and  ssoond 
rounds,  and  consequently  the  contest  closed  as  ft^lows  >>-<3aribaldi,  4k 
5m.  45s.  ;  Helen,  4h.  27m.  55s.  ;  Stella,  4h.  32m.  5Qls. 

For  a  five  guinea  Cup,  offered  for  cutter^iigged  open  pleasure  boats» 
not  exceeding  26  foot  in  length,  the  following  competed  >— Comet  Mir. 
Smith,  Walton-on-the-Naze  ;  Oscar,  Mr.  Groom,  of  Harwich  ;  and 
Sarah  Ann,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Harwich.  In  this  affidr  considerable  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  in  securing  a  fiur  start,  two  of  the  oompetiton 
insbting  on  regarding  the  preparatory  gun  as  a  ngnal  to  make  asiL 
After  much  trouble  they  were  aet  right,  and  the  Comet  and  Oscar  |  b 
oS  well  together ;  the  Sarah  Ann,  however,  made  a  very  mdifien  i 
start,  was  quickly  left  considerably  astern,  and  seeing  that  she  had  » 
hope  of  success,  retired  from  the  contest  The  ethers  completed  1  i 
mateh  as  under,  the  Comet,  it  will  be  observed,  taldng  the  piin 
Comet,  51l  11m.  408. ;  Oscar,  5h.  20m.  Os. 
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A  ten  gntnea  Plate,  ofiered  for  dredgers,  was  strongly  competed  for, 
the  entriee  beiDg  the  Edith,  W'mnej,  of  Ipswich  ;  the  Mary  Ann, 
Garrod,  of  Ipswich  ;  the  Sea  Maid,  Garland,  of  Ipswich  ;  the  Victor, 
Rayson,  of  Harwich  ;  the  Rowena,  Abhott,  of  Ipswich  ;  and  the  Bee, 
Corby,  of  Harwich.  The  Sea  Maid  was  scratched.  The  only  re- 
strictions made  in  this  match  were  that  the  competitors  should  not 
exceed  16  tons  in  burden,  and  that  they  should  belong  to  the  ports  of 
Harwich  or  Ipswich — ^provisions  which  could  be  fulfilled  with  very  little 
difficulty,  consi  ^ering  that  the  estuary  was  studded  with  dredgers  almost 
aa  thickly  as  a  Chinese  river  is  with  junks.  The  Victor  had  the  lead  at 
starting,  but  it  was  evident  from  the  way  which  the  Edith  began  to 
make  that  she  was  destined  to  overhaul  her  competitors.  The  Bee 
carried  away  its  fore  halyard,  and  consequently  was  the  last  to  get  off. 
The  times,  recorded  at  the  close  of  the  match  were^-Edith,  4h.  30m, 
80s.  ;  Victor,  4n.  35m.  10s. ;  Rowena,  4h.  40m.  Os.  Several  rowing 
matches  followed,  and  a  dinner  and  ball  closed  one  of  the  best  regattas 
seen  for  many  years  at  Harwich. 
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This  event  came  off  on  Tuesday  and  Wedoesdftjr,  the  7th  and  8th  of  August, 
at  Cobourg,  a  town  beautifully  situated  on  Lake  Ontario,  midway  between 
Toronto  and  Kingston.  It  has  a  most  commodious  Harbour,  with  an 
entrance  130  feet  wide ;  and  a  light  house  is  built  on  the  east  pier,  20  feet  in 
height,  which  might  be  seen  on  a  clear  night  seven  or  eight  miles  off.  There 
ia  an  inner  basin  with  plenty  of  water,  where  vessels  may  rest  securely.  It 
is  necessary  to  use  caution  when  entering  in  the  night,  as  numerous  piles 
project  further  into  the  lake  than  the  east  pier. 

Firttday, — At  early  mom  the  report  of  a  gun  awakened  the  slumbering 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  gave  warning  to  the  various  sailing  crews  that 
it  was  time  to  **  turn  out" — and  prepare  for  the  contest  in  which  their  pets 
were  engaged.  Soon  after  the  matinal  meal  all  Cobourg  was  wending  their 
way  to  piers  and  wharfs.  The  steamer  Maple  Leaf,  under  the  able  manage- 
ment of  Captain  Scholefield,  was  fVeighted  with  one  of  the  most  valuable 
cargoes  she  ever  carried— the  beauty  and  pride  of  Canada.  Several  hundreds 
of  the  fiiir  sex  congregated  about  her  decks,  giving  to  the  scene  a  fairy-like 
enchantment,  and  everything  went  on  as  merry  as  lovely  weather,  pleasant 
companions,  and  excellent  music  could  make  it.  Perkin*s  band  from 
Rochester,  was  in  attendance,  and  with  instruments  of  Crerman  silver,  led 
by  a  fine  jolly  specimen  of  John  Bull,  added  greatly  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  day. 

The  ykchts  that  were  entered  for  the  second  class  consisted  of  the  May 

KO.  10.-— VOL  IX.  3  p 


458  hunt's  TAOHTINO  UAGAnNS. 

Qaeeti,  6  tons,  W.  Lachafelle,  Esq. ;  Wide  A wtke,  7  toas,  Cttpt.  SchofeUd  ; 
PrimA DoDDa,  9 tons,  A.  Monro,  Esq.;  Osprej,  9  toDS,  C  ESiott,  Es^; 
Phantom,  6  tons,  J.  H.  Perry,  Esq. ;  Storm  Qaeen  6  tooa,  C.  Graset,  Baq* 

The  two  last  named  yachts  did  not  arrife  in  time.  It  was  ntoeaaaij  to 
tow  the  craft  engaged  to  the  end  of  the  wharf,  and  of  course,  ToroDto* 
Kingston,  and  Cobourg  vessels  had  their  friends  ready  to  give  them  headwmj 
as  soon  as  the  signal  should  be  made,  and  the  vigorons  efforts  of  the  sealoiis 
**  trackers*'  created  great  fan  as  each  party  rushed  to  the  end  of  the  wharf 
with  their  iavourite  yacht,  giving  such  an  impetus  as  often  drove  them,  oot 
only  furiously  into  the  lake,  but  also  into  each  other,  and  the  merrj  shouts  of 
the  spectators  at  their  collisions,  were  truly  deafening.  However,  «s  aft 
things  have  an  ending  so  bad  this  fun,  and  at  ]0h«  SOol,  with  a  good 
start  they  all  got  away  in  first  rate  style,  with  the  wind  al  sooth  and 
south-west. 

At  lib.  the  first  class  started,  and  as  in  the  prior  start,  great  excitement 
was  felt  about  the  race,  and  as  the  different  yachts  were  pulled  out  past  the 
end  of  the  pier,  each  party  tried  to  run  out  their  favourite  with  the  greatest 
amount  of  speed.  Owing  to  this  fact,  three  of  the  yachts  were  in  close  em- 
brace in  the  harbour  mouth,  and  caused  a  good  deal  of  amusement  Co  all 
parties  save  those  on  board.  The  Irene  was  turned  completely  looiid 
by  the  impetuosity  of  her  friends.  The  following  are  the  yachts  that 
started,  vix  :«Belle,  19  tons,  Q.  Gildersleeve,  Esq.;  Rivet,  16  tons,  fi. 
Blake,  Esq. ;  Expert,  W.  Delany,  Esq. ;  Arrow,  15^  tons,  R.  Stanley,  Esq. ; 
Irene,  15}  tons,  J.  D.  Armout,  Esq.;  Water  lily,  15  tons,  Lieut-Col* 
Durie ;  Dart,  14  tons,  T.  Smith,  Esq. 

The  wind  at  this  time  was  very  light,  and  great  doubts  were  entertained 
that  the  races  would  not  be  finished  within  the  time  specified  in  the  regnla* 
tions.    In  the  second  dass  yacht  match  out  the  first  round  of  the  course  the 
Wide  Awake  took  the  lead,  and  it  was  truly  follow  my  leader,  Bay  Qneen 
sticking  close  to  her.    The  harbour  buoy  was  rounded  the  first  time  in  the 
fbllowing  order  and  times : — ^Wide  Awake»  Ih.  34m. ;  Bay  Qneen,  Ih.  41ni. 
60b,;  Prima  Donna,  lb.  54m.  860. ;  Osprey,  2h.  5m.  40s/    Shortly  after 
rounding  the  Bay  Queen  overhauled  Wide  Awake,  and  after  some  exodkoi 
sailing  passed  her.    The  Prima  Donna  having  been  fiivoured  with  a  stiffish 
puff  made  rapid  tracks  after  them.    A  few  minutes  before  completing  second 
round  a  rattling  squall  came  upon  them,  and  the  Bay  Qneen  and  Widit 
Awake  hauled  down  two  reefs,  and  the  Prima  Donna  improved  her  pontion, 
lor  the  round  was  completed  thus: — Bay  Queen,  4h.  37ni.  45s.;  Wide 
Awake,  4b.  41m. ;  Prima  Dona,  4h.  44nL  45s. ;  Osprey,  5h.  13m.  8s.    Now 
came  the  tug  of  war,  and  every  endeavour  was  used  by  the  crews  of  the  two 
leading  vessels  to  circumvent  each  other.  This  may  be  termed  the  best  round 
of  the  three*  and  afler  a  beautifully  contested  race  the  flag*buoy  was 
rounded  as  follows : — Wide  Awake,  6h.  3m.;  Bay  Qneen,  6h.  9m«  4l8o 
Prima  Donna,   6h.   32m.    lOs.     The   Wide    Awake   was  dedaied   tho 
winner. 
Turn  we  now  to  the  doings  of  the  first  class  yachts. 
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ludf-pMl  fym  a  tquall  from  the  nor*-we8t  vakeDed  up  the  yachu 
who  bad  baao  bobbing  arouod  in  a  light  b»«eie  from  8.  aad  8.  W.  all  the 
moniiBg  Some  of  the  crews  were  rather  alow  iu  peroelTing  one  of  oar  old 
firiends,  who  arrive  often  when  least  wanted.  But  in  this  case  the  squall  was 
octoallj  a  delightful  change ;  except  for  it  I  do  not  think  the  race  would 
have  been  run  in  time.  Many  of  the  yachts,  both  first  and  second  class 
were  abreast  of  the  harbour  when  they  got  the  liint.  The  Belle  took  in  top- 
■ail  and  jib^topsail,  and  carried  on  through  it  in  good  order.  The  handling 
of  this  yacht  idl  day  was  mach  i^ken  of  and  admired.  The  Dart  had  her 
topsail  (geographical)  split,  or  something  very  like  it.  She  seemed  to  eiqoy 
the  ihn,  and  danced  into  a  good  place.  Her  skipper,  Tom  Smith,  was  heard 
to  remark,  if  that  squall  had  lasted  all. the  day  the  money  was  his.  The 
Water  Lily  lowered  away  cTerything,  and  complelely  lost  her  place  in  the 
race.  She  was  at  one  time  doing  wonders.  The  Bay  Queen,  Expert,  and 
Wide  Awake  double  reefed.  The  Rivet  took  in  her  jib,  and  seemed  to  lose 
la  rounding  the  buoy,  by  running  past  it  to  the  westward.  The  Arrow 
reefed  lor  a  short  time.  It  was  expected  that  she  would  have  carried  on 
noore  than  she  did,  but  her  skipper  was  ill,  and  she  was  not  sailed  as  she 
imght  have  been.  A  baUoon  jib,  hauled  so  flat  that  there  was  no  fun  it, 
eompletely  spoilt  her  sailing.  The  Rivet  was  much  impeded  by  carrying 
an  enormous  baliooo  jib  "  on  a  wind,'*  with  the  foresail  also  set  to  windwaid* 
This  is  a  very  unusual  method,  in  Act,  not  previously  known,  of  sailing  a 
cutter  "on  a  wind."  The  race  between  the  Rivet  and  Belle  became  most 
exciting,  and,  as  if  in  proof  of  the  general  opinion  that  the  Rivet  was  not 
fidrly  handled,  she  walked  away  flrom  the  Belle  when  she  had  her  foresail 
and  second  jib,  instead  of  a  balloon  sail.  The  friends  of  the  Bully  of  the 
Lakes  (of  course)  say  that  the  Rivet  won  by  a  fluke.  Certain  it  is,  that 
alter  rounding  S.  buoy  the  Belle  seemed  to  sulk ;  but  the  fret  is,  the  Rivet 
has  it  in  her,  and  it  was  taken  out  out  of  her  "  well"  in  the  run  home.  The 
Dart,  Tom  Smith,  pushed  the  Belle  hard ;  indeed,  many  thought  she  would 
beat  the  Belle.  Tom  is  highly  delighted  with  his  vessel,  which  is  anew  one, 
and  an  experiment.  He  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  her;  the  time  4^ 
rounding  the  winning  buoy  tells  the  tale  that  the  Toronto  Tacht  Club 
**  takes  the  Cakes.**  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  present  owners  of  the  Rivet 
Ibr  the  manner  in  which  they  have  brought  her  out ;  her  mainsail  (new)  is  a 
perfect  beauty. 

The  following  was  the  order  of  the  finish  of  the  match — ^Rivet,  5h.  48m.  Is.f 
Belle,  6h.  55m.  S8s. ;  Dart,  6h.  59(n.  40s. ;  Expert,  6h.  2m.  tf8m. ;  Water 
Lily,  6h,  30m.  ^s.  ;  Irene,  6b.  34m.  50s. ;  Arrow,  6h.  44m.  32s. 

This  ended  a  splendid  race,  with  Rivet  the  winner. 

Second  day. — The  second  class  contested  for  a  handsome  cup,  presented 
by  Robert  Standley,  Esq^  the  following  yachts  started : — Bay  Queen,  Wide 
Awake,  Prima  Donna,  Storm  Queen,  Phantom,  and  Osprey,  the  same  vessels 
that  sailed  on  the  previous  day  in  the  second  class  match.  The  weather 
was  fine  and  wind  favouring.  Wide  Awake  took  the  lead,  and  made  all  the 
running  with  Bay  Queen  second,  Storm  Queen  third,  followed  in  succession 
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by  Priauk  Doona.  Phaotomy  and  Otprey.  The  aeoond  round  was  abo  iniabed 
in  the  same  order,  and  in  the  thii  d  and  laat  round  the  Wide  Awake  had  it 
all  her  own  way,  coming  in  a  winner  nearly  half  an  hour  ahead  of  Bay 
Queen,  the  second  yesscl.  A  protest  was  entered  against  her  on  the  groands 
of  her  being  an  Ameiican  bottom. 

The  first  class  race  was  for  the  £&0  cup,  given  by  the  lessees  of  the 
Cobourg  and  Peterborough  Railway,  for  which  the  Belle,  Uvet,  Dart,  Arrow^ 
Water  Lily,  Expert,  Irene,  Griffin,  and  Twin  Sisters  started.  In  deacribiog 
the  last  mentioned  vessel  the  Toronto  paper  says,  **  she  is  a  sort  of  double 
hencoop,  which  after  starting,  succeeded  only  in  smashing  her  bowsprit 
against  the  wharf  and  going  bodily  to  leeward.'*  The  Rivet  also  came  to 
grief,  for  shortly  after  starting  she  carried  awajr  her  peak  halyard  block,  and 
lost  fully  fifteen  minutes  before  her  mainsail  could  be  again  hoisted.  Many 
thought  this  accident  would  certainly  cause  her  to  lose  the  race,  but  the 
sequel  will  show  that  her  crew  knew  her  powers,  and  wisely  persevered. 
The  Belle  took  the  lead  closely  pressed  by  Dart,  with  Arrow  and  others 
well  up.  The  Rivet  having  repaired  damage  came  up  hand  over  hand  with 
the  leading  vessels,  and  her  power  of  sailing  will  be  understood  by  the 
following  time  of  rounding,  viz.: — Belle,  Ih.  88m.;  Dart,  Ih.  84m.  80s.; 
Rivet,  Ih.  40m.  68.;  Arrow,  Ih.  49m.  25s.;  Water  Lily,  lb.  50m.  2&; 
Expert,  Ih.  50m.  17s. ,  Irene  and  Griffin  not  placed.  On  the  second  round 
the  Dart  challenged  the  Belle  and  passed  her,  and  then  Rivet  put  in  a  daim 
for  second  place,  which  she  obtained,  and  the  harbour  buoy  waa  passed 
thus  :~Dart,  4h.  8m.  19s.;  Rivet,  4h.  11m.  40«. ;  Belle,  4h.  16nk  28a.; 
Expert,  4h.  40m.  lis.  ;  Water  Lily.  4h.  45m.  28s.;  the  others  not  timed. 
The  Dart  made  splendid  running,  the  Rivet  gradually  recovering  her  lost 
ground.  The  race  in  the  third  round  fi>om  the  south  buoy  home  was  the 
most  exciting  piece  of  sport  that  could  well  be  seen.  The  Rivet  at  the 
south  buoy  carried  away  the  jaws  of  her  gaff,  and  broke  her  gaff-topaail 
yard.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  these  mishaps  she  challenged  the  Dart,  and 
eventually  wrested  the  pride  of  place  from  her  ;  and  came  in  a  vrinner  by 
Im.  5s.  The  time  of  the  three  rounding  the  flag  buoy— Rivet,  4h.  56m. 
dOs, ;  Dart,  4h,  57m  25s. ;  and  Belle,  5h.  4m.  Is. 

The  Rivet  is  iron-built  by  SLimons,  of  Glasgow,  and  does  great  credit  to 
her  designer.  The  manner  in  which  the  crew  handled  her,  added  materially 
to  her  powers  of  sailing.  The  Belle  also  was  well  sailed.  The  Arrow  waa 
A  new  boat,  built  by  Tutt,  but  from  the  fiict  of  her  being  raiher  over  can- 
vassed, and  everything  stiff,  her  real  qualities  were  not  on  this  occasion 
developed.  The  Dart  is  another  new  vessel,  and  from  the  specimen  given 
of  her  abilities  at  this  regatU,  with  the  determined  **  go-ahead**  pluck  of  her 
spirited  crew.  We  may  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  logging  her  a  victor 
on  some  future  occasion. 

The  carrying  out  this  regatta  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Commodore 
(Lieut- Col.  Durie)  and  the  flag  officers  and  committee  of  the  club ;  and  also 
to  W.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  £.  M.  Hodder,  Esq-,  m  d.,  and  Messrs.  Peutland  and 
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CbattertoD,  who  as  usual  worked  hard  on  shore  to  please  all  parties,  and 
were  successful  in  their  endeavours. 

[Our  Canadian  correspondent  will  accept  our  thanks  for  his  kindness  in 
forwarding  the  abovc^Eo.  H,  YM."] 
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August  20tb.— This  annual  custom  was  celebrated,  and  the  weather  being 
fine  with  a  good  breeze,  a  large  number  of  persons  assembled  at  Maud  Foster, 
to  witness  the  proceedings.  For  the  yacht  match  the  prizes  were  liberal, 
being  a  silver  cup  value  30  guineas,  for  the  first  vessel,  5  sovs.  for  second, 

3  sovs.  for  third,  and  2  sovs.  for  fourth ;  and  as  six  entered  the  majority 
received  some  reward  for  the  duties  they  had  to  perform.  The  following 
came  to  the  start ; — Waterwitch,  5  tons,  Mr.  J.  Pilley,  Vice- Commodore ; 
Ada,  6  tons,  Mr.  Knight ;  >^itch  of  the  Wave,  8  tons,   Mr.  Williams;  Peri, 

4  tons,  Mr.  Crawford ;  Engenia,  4  tons,  Mr.  Smaller ;  Jenny,  7  tons,  Mr.  C. 
Anderson,  Commodore. 

The  course  was  down  tha  Deeps,  round  Sculridge  buoy,  and  back  to  the 
flag  boat  at  Sea  Head  buoy.  The  Jenny  took  the  lead,  and  they  all  got 
well  away  except  the  Waterwitch,  she  unfortunately  lost  some  minutes 
from  fouling  a  smack,  and  consequently  she  was  fifth  in  rounding  the  Scul* 
ridge  buoy.  The  Witch  of  the  Wave  resigned  the  contest  thus  early  as  she 
had  not  a  chance  for  even  the  fourth  prize.  The  Ada,  also,  as  soon  as  she 
had  passed  the  buoy  gave  in,  for  being  a  new  boat,  and  her  gear  rather  stiff, 
she  could  not  with  any  degree  of  success  face  the  "  noser.*'  It  was  dead 
beat  back,  and  after  a  very  sharp  struggle  the  \^  aterwitch  came  in  at  4h. 
8m.;  Jenny,  4h.  21  m.  58.;  Eugenia,  4h.  35m.  6s.;  and  Peri,  4h.  40m.  8s. 
llie  Witch  winning  the  cup  with  13  minutes  to  spare. 

The  members  afterwards  assembled  ai  the  club  house,  White  Hart  Hotel 
where  upwaids  of  seventy  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  supper ;  the  chair  was 
taken  by  C.  Anderson,  Esq.,  Commodore,  who  was  faced  by  J.  Pflley,  Esq., 
Vice-Commodore.  The  healths  of  the  commodore,  the  committee,  secretary, 
and  other  members  were  given,  and  thus  passed  off  one  of  the  most  enthusi- 
astic and  pleasant  meetings  that  have  yet  been  held. 

In  addition  to  the  above  proceedings  two  interesting  model  yacht  matches 
have  also  taken  place  on  the  Witham.  In  the  first  of  these  amusing  afihirs, 
the  competitors  were  Mr.  Jessopp's  Swallow,  30in. ;  Mr.  Meggitt's  Y.  D.  A., 
SOin. ;  Mr  Smalley's  Commodore,  25in. ;  Mr.  Anderson's  Defiance,  SOin, 
Mr.  Smalley's  Matchlass,  SOin. ;  Mr.  Rice's  C.  C.  K.,  24in. ;  and  Mr. 
Periam's  Gipsy,  27in.  The  first  three  had  matters  pretty  much  to  them- 
selves, and  came  in — the  Swallow  at  4h.  30m.,  the  Y.  D.  A.  at  4h.  35m.,  and 
the  Commodore  at  4h.  36m.  The  first  prize,  a  silver  cream  ewer,  was 
awarded  to  the  owner  of  the  Swallow,  and  the  second  premiums,  10s.  and  Ss., 
were  allotted  to  Mr.   Meggitt  and  Mr.  Smalley.     A  still  smaller  class  of 
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tbate  miiiiie  craft  wwe  entered  in  aeother  mateh,  nc.,  Mr.  Le«in*a  lAnift 
18. ;  Mr.  Periam*a  Arrow,  ISin.;  Mr.  Baekley'i  Aoae,  l^n.;  Mr.  Bead^ 
DawtleM,  9Qin. ;  Mr.  JeaM>pe't  RoUn,  SOId.  i  and  Mr.  Smalley'a  After  Me, 
2010.  This  was  a  rery  cloaeljr  contested  affidr,  the  After  Me  oouMOg  In  at 
51l  SOm.,  the  Robin  at  5h.  dim.,  the  Dauntless  at  5h.  a2ni.,  and  the  Lively 
at  5h.  82m.  80s.  The  two  others  were  not  timed.  The  prixes  were 
awarded  to  the   first  (bur  little  things. 

Id  a  rowing  match  between  Mr.  Wiae's  Express*  Mr.  Kei^tley*s 
Echo,  and  Mr.  Bishop's  Arrow,  the  Express  took  and  maintained  the  lead, 
winning  in  good  style  by  half  a  dosen  lengths.  The  second  place  was 
dosely  competed  for  by  the  Echo  and  Arrow  ;  the  former  eventually  won  by 
half  a  length.  The  crew  of  the  Express  was  composed  as  follows  : — ^Wheeler, 
Sills,  W.  Garfit,  jun.,  R.  Stainland,  6.  Wise  (co^.  Four  Lincoln  gentlemen 
forming  the  crew  of  the  r.rrow,  a  four-oared  boat,  have  challenged  an  equal 
number  of  Bostonians  to  row  them  in  an  unrigged  boat  not  exceeding  30  ieet 
in  length,  for  any  sum  not  above  £10. 

For  some  years  past  there  has,  each  year,  been  a  regatta  among  the 
fishing  smscks  of  the  port,  and  the  rivalry  thus  introduced  has  been  pro* 
ductive  of  much  good,  by  causing  the  introduction  of  a  new  and  improved 
class  of  smacks,  to  which  greater  attention  is  paid,  and  the  men  are  taui^ht 
to  strive  amongst  themselves  to  become  really  proficient  and  skilful  in  the 
management  of  their  smacks.  It  was  at  one  time  feared  that  this  year 
would  pass  over  without  a  regatta,  several  of  the  parties  who  generally  take 
the  matter  in  hand,  having  declined  to  take  an  active  part  owing  to  the 
many  disputes  which  took  place  on  a  former  occasionr  and  which  were  pro- 
ductive of  some  ill-feeling.  However,  the  Borough  Members  were  appealed 
to,  and  at  once  expressed  their  willingness  to  subscribe  M\0  each.  Other 
gentlemen  soon  followed  their  liberal  example,  and  the  money  required  was 
quickly  raised.  Captain  Luke  Fawcett,  of  the  Cumbrian  steamer,  aud 
Captain  Harris  took  upon  themselves  the  onerous  duties  of  managers,  and 
the  usual  notice  having  been  given  a  numerous  entry  was  made,  and  on 
Monday  morning,  September  8rd,  nineteen  smacks  entered  in  the  first  claaa, 
and  ten  in  the  second,  and  took  their  places  at  the  starting  point  near  Maud 
Foster  Sluice  in  the  haven. 

Unfortunately  the  wind  was  very  light,  and  immediately  after  starting  the 
Wild  Duck  got  ashore,  but  was  towed  off  again  by  the  steamer  without  aoa- 
taining  any  damage.  The  Gipsy  Queen  took  the  lead  and  kept  it  to  the 
rig  buoy,  which  the  smacks  rounded,  and  then  proceeded  on  the  diAcolt 
task  to  run  back  against  the  tide  with  a  very  light  wind  to  aid  them.  It 
was  tedious,  and  many  of  the  craft  were  left  miles  behind  those  that  did 
succeed  in  reaching  the  winning  buoy,  llie  four  ^firat  in  the  first  class 
arrived  as  follows : — Robert,  6h.  2fim.  30s. ;  Gipsy  Queen,  5h.  27m, ;  Mary 
Ann,  5h.  28m. ;  Flowers  of  Edinburgh,  5h.  80m.  Second  class,  Georges 
5h.  88m. ;  Industry,  6h,  48m. ;  Fortitude,  5h.  57m. 

The  Robert  having  to  allow  the  Gipsey  Queen  a  minute  and  a  half  in  con- 
sequence of  difference  in  tonnage,  the  judges  declared  it  to  be  a  dead  heat 
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between  the  two  leading  boats ;  however,  an  objection  was  raiaoi  against 
the  Robert,  on  the  ground  that  she  had  gone  the  wrong  side  of  the  Wrangle 
bnoy,  and  this  being  clearly  proved  she  was  disqualified,  and  the  prises  were 
awarded — Ist,  Gipsy  Queen,  £7;  2nd,  Mary  Ann,  £S,  3rd,  Flowers  of 
Edinburgh,  £2.  Second  Class— 1st,  George,  £4 ;  2nd,  Industry,  £2  lOs.  ; 
3rd,  Fortitude,  £1  10s.  All  the  other  smacks  received  a  gratuity  of  10s. 
each,  and  at  night  the  whole  of  the  crews  were  treated  to  an  excellent  sup- 
per at  the  Town  Hall,  provided  by  host  Bonner  of  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel. 
Captain  Harris  took  the  chair,  and  a  very  pleasant  and  agreeable  evening 
vnB  spent  by  all  present.  A  variety  of  toasts  were  proposed,  including  the 
^  Borough  Members,"  which  was  received  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner. 
Captain  Fawcett  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  members,  and  said  they 
had  subscribed  liberally,  because  it  was  their  earnest  wish  at  all  times  to 
support  any  project  which  had  for  its  object  the  improvement  of  the  town 
and  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  inhabitants.  Thus  passed  the  Fisher- 
men's  Regatta  of  1860,  and  we  have  only  to  add  that,  during  the  day,  the 
Vtimbrian  steamer  accompanied  the  smacks,  and  that  Messrs.  Fawcett  and 
Benton,  as  usual,  strove  their  utmost  to  add  to  the  pleasure  and  convenience 
of  the  party  on  board.  We  regret  to  state  one  of  the  members,  H.  Ingram, 
Esq.,  waa  drowned  lately  by  the  sinking  of  a  steamer. 


HOLYHEAD  ROYAL  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

Thb  boisterous  state  of  the  weather  prevented  the  races  taken  place  on 
original  appointed  day,  Thursday,  the  28th  of  August,  therefore,  it  was  held 
on  Friday,  when  there  was  a  fine  breeze  from  V.W. ;  the  weather  was  clear, 
and  in  consequence,  a  numerous  attendance  of  the  gentry  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  visitors  were  present.  Rear  Commodore,  Captain  Hirste,  officiated 
aa  starter,  and  to  him  much  of  the  success  of  the  day  is  attributable. 

The  first  prise  was  the  Stanley  Cup,  value  20  guineas,  for  which  the  fol- 
lowing started:— 

Numbered  a»  m  Hmtee  Yaehi  last/or  I860. 


Ho. 

81 
669 


Names  of  Tachti. 


Ifijon  .. 
Magnet 


Big. 


eatter 

cutter 


TODM. 


Owner*. 


11 
11 


R.  D.  Kane,  Esq. 
B.  J.  Bolton,  Esq. 


The  Mona,  17  '  <?aptain  Roberts,  was  also  entered  but  did  not  make 
her  number  at  the  staauog  buoy.  The  start  at  12h.  45nL  was  well  effected. 
The  rule  three  to  start  was  on  this  occasion  abandoned,  in  consequence  of 
the  committee  being  of  opinion  that  the  two  yachu  were  well  and  evenly 
matched— both  being  well  known  for  their  excellent  sailing  qualities,  and 
besides  great  interest  was  created,  and  more  sport  expected,  than  if  half  a 
dozen  moderate  vessels  were  racing.  The  BijdU  took  the  lead  slightly  at 
at^itarting,  which  she  improved  each  round.    The  splendid  sailing  of  the 
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yachts,  and  seamaolike  jadgment  of  the  sailing-tnafttera,  elicited  the  admirm* 
tion  of  all  preeent.  The  following  times  in  which  the  roands  were  6DiBhed 
will  give  some  idea  of  this  spirited  race. 


Bijou  .. 
Magnet 


1st  Bound, 
b.  Dl.  s. 
2  0  0 
2      8      0 


2nd  Rmmd. 
h*  m.  s« 
3  26  O 
3    30      O 


The  Bijoa  of  coarse  was  hailed  the  winner,  bat  the  cheering  for  both  was 
ananimous,  and  the  crews  were  equally  entitled  to  praise. 

The  second  race  was  for  the  Holyhead  Cup,  value  50  guineas,  for  which 
seven  yachts  were  entered,  but  only  the  following  started  :^- 

Numbered  as  in  Hnnft  Yacht  LUt/or  I860. 


No 

903 
510 


NaiDM'or.TftchtB 

Storm 

Lady-Bird 

Plover 


Bi« 


Ton 


catter 
cutter 
cutter 


36 
83 
35 


Owner* 


J.  Graham,  Bsq. 
|J.  Lethbridge^  Ssq. 
Colonel  Clifton. 


The  yachts  that  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  were  Bijou  and  Magnet, 
engaged  in  prior  race  ;  Lapwing,  16  tons,  Captain  Hirste ;  Mona,  Captain 
Roberts.  The  signal  for  starting  was  given  at  2h.  p.m.,  and  the  Storm 
bounded  off  with  the  lead  in  beautiful  style.  The  Plover  soon  after  cried 
pecan  and  retired  from  the  contest,  not  so  the  Lady  Bird,  for  although  she 
had  a  stern  chase  she  perseveringly  struggled  on.  The  first  round  the 
Storm  was  in  advance  five  minutes,  still  the  Lady  Bird  nothing  daunted,  en- 
deavoured to  lessen  the  distafl^  but  on  the  completion  of  the  second  round 
the  Storm  added  two  more  minutes  to  her  former  advantage.  In  the  third 
round  the  Storm  went  too  far  out  to  sea,  which  gave  an  advantage  to  the 
Lady  Bird,  and  it  was  rather  doubtful  which  would  be  the  winner,  bat  the 
excellent  sailing  qualities  of  the  Storm  soon  made*op  for  the  lost  time,  and 
she  soon  regained  her  former  position.  The  race  was  completed  as 
follows : — 

h.  m.  s.  I  h.  m.  s. 

Storm  5  55  12  I  Lady  Bird  6     O  48 

The  course  for  the  yachts  was  three  times  round  the  buoy,  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles ;  and  twice  round  for  the  Stanley  Cup. 

The  Chester  and  Holyhead  Rulway  Company  gave  a  price  which  was 
won  by  the  Telegraph,  Captain  Warren,  beating  Angla  and  Hibemia. 

Several  rowing  matches  concluded  the  day's  sport  The  prises  wei«  ^  *- 
sented  to  the  successful  owners  by  the  Commodore,  the  Hon.  W.  O.  Stan)  f, 
MP.,  who  complimented  them  on  the  success  of  their  vessels. 
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Tni  day  appointed  for  this  affair  was  Friday,  24th  of  August,  on  which 
(occasion  several  good  priaes  had  been  offered,  but  unfortunately  there  were 
not  sufficient  entries. 

For  the  first  prise  of  50  sovs.,  time  race,  the  only  entries  were  the  Camilla 
(late  America),  208  tons,  H.  Decies,  Esq. ;  and  the  Wildfire,  59  tons,  J. 
Turner-Turner,  Esq. 

The  committee  had  agreed  to  allow  the  Wildfire  a  quarter  of  a  minute 
per  ton,  which  would  have  given  her  37^  minutes.  Mr.  Decies  said  although 
that  allowance  might  do  for  a  long  run  of  160  miles,  he  could  not  consent  to 
it  in  this  casc^  where  the  course  was  only  36  miles,  but  expressed  this 
readiness  to  allow  one-eighth  of  a  minute  per  ton.  A  gentleman,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Turner,  said  it  was  not  probable  he  would  agree  to  that,  because 
when  at  Plymouth,  where  the  same  difference  was  made,  quarter  of  a  minute 
per  ton,  the  Wildfire  was  beaten.  The  committee,  however,  resolved  to 
abandon  that  race,  as  three  yachts  could  not  be  got  to  enter. 

For  the  second,  a  prize  of  40  sovs.,  the  Audax,  59  tons,  J.  H.  Johnson, 
Esq. ;  and  Violet,  40  tons*  H.  Kennard,  Esq. ;  were  the  only  yachts 
entered. 

And  for  the  third  prize  of  20  sovs.,  were  entered  the  Thought,  27  tons, 
F.  O.  Marshall,  Esq. ;  and  the  Glauce,  36  tons,  A.  Duncan,  Esq. 

As  the  complement  of  vessels  was  not  filled  up  for  either  of  these 
matches,  the  committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  yacht  owners,  agreed  to 
throw  the  two  classes  into  one,  offering  as  a  prize  £66.  £40  for  the  first 
boat,  and  £16  for  the  second ;  but  when  all  the  arrangements  had  been 
made,  Mr>  Slade,  the  Harbour  Master,  to  whom  had  been  deputed  the 
duty  of  laying  down  the  mark- boats,  entered  the  room,  and  declared  that 
the  mark-boats  could  not  live  in  the  sea  then  running ;  wind,  a  heavy 
gale,  from  W.S.W.  with  torrents  of  rain.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
committee  were  reluctantly  obliged  to  postpone  the  regatta  to  the  following 
day. 

On  the  Saturday,  the  wind  had  moderated  a  little,  but  the  rain  still  con- 
tinued,   The  prize  of  55  sovs  was  sailed  for  by  the 

Nwmbertd  as  in  Hunti  Yacht  lUifor  1860. 


Ho 

08 

1023 

943 

401 


Namwof  TMhtt 

Audax    

Viotet 

Thought 

Glance    


Hlff 


Ton 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


59 
40 
27 
36 


Ovnon 


J.  £L  Johnson,  Rsq. 
H.  Kennard,  Esq. 
F.  O.  Marshall,  Bsq. 
A.  Duncan,  Bsq. 


The  course  was  from  the  start-boat  at  Torquay,  round  the  Great  Rock  off 
Hope's  Nose,  from  thence  to  a  vessel  anchored  midway  ^tween  the  Nose 
HO.  10.—- yoi^  Tx.  2  Q 
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and  Berry  Head,  to  a  boat  at  Broadftands,  returoing  to  Torquay.    Thii 
to  be  sailed  over  three  timesr  and  formed  a  conrae  of  thirty-six  miles. 

The  vessels  took  up  their  positions  with  mainsails  (reefed),  small  topsailsi 
jibs,  and  foresails.  They  were  started  at  12h.  35  m.  The  Thoagbt  was  the 
weathermost  boat,  and  was  the  first  under  way ;  then  came  the  Violet  and 
Glance.  The  Audaz,  owing  to  something  having  fouled,  was  the  last,  bat 
as  soon  as  her  sails  were  trimmed  she  went  away  with  the  wind  free,  on  the 
starboard  tack,  and  quickly  overhauled  the  others.  The  racing  was  excellent; 
as  they  stood  away  for  the  Great  Rock  the  sea  made  a  clean  breach  over  the 
lee  gunwales,  and  swept  fore  and  aft.  Next  to  the  Audax  came  the  Violet, 
then  the  Glanse,  and  the  Thought  was  soon  left  behind.  This  order  was 
preserved  throughout  the  whole  run.  As  the  day  waned  the  Audaz  shook 
out  her  reef  and  hoisted  a  large  jib.  The  Violet  looked  as  stiff  as  a  chnrcfa, 
and  could  have  carried  more  sail.  The  little  Thought  plunged  along^  buried 
in  the  sea,  and  had  to  take  in  her  topsail  and  strike  her  topmast.  The 
Audax  had  to  allow  the  Violet  for  tonnage  (half  a  minute  per  ton)  9} 
minutes.  Glance  llj^  minutes,  and  the  thought  16  minutes.  In  the  first 
round  there  was  only  a  difference  of  three  mintttes  between  the  Audax  and 
the  Violet,  and  half  a  minute  between  the  latter  and  the  Glance.  This  was 
rather  close  work.  In  the  next  round  the  Audax  gained  more,  and  in  the 
third  she  won  just  by  a  minute  and  a  half,  and  gained  the  £iO  prize.  The 
Violet  managed  to  gain  the  same  time  over  the  Glance,  and  took  the  secoDd 
prize,  £15,  The  Thought  gave  up  on  the  third  round.  Hie  following  is 
the  official  return : 


1st  Bound. 

2nd  Bound. 

3rd  Boond. 

h.  m.  s. 

h.  m.  s. 

h.  m«  8« 

Audax 

1   58  0 

3  2a  30 

4  48   O 

Violet 

2    1  0 
2    1  30 
2    8  0 

3  28  30 
3  29  50 
3  38  20 

4  59   0 

Glance 

5   2  30 

Thought 

The  Second  Class  made  up  for  a  purse  of  20  soVs.  for  yachts  under  S5 
tons,  three  to  enter — time  race. 

Numbered  as  in  Hunts  Yacht  List  for  1860. 


No. 


761 
871 
274 


Names  of  Taehta. 


Quiver  . 
Sonvenir. 
Bnlgma  . 


Rig. 


cutter 
cutter 
cutter 


Tona» 


12 
16 
10 


Capt.  Charaberlayne. 
W.  Hill,  Esq. 
J.  Q.  Pope,  Esq. 


These  vessels  were  started  at  Ih.  40m.  The  Enigma  had  a  good  let 
followed  by  the  Souvenir ;  the  Quiver  being  the  last.  They  had  aU  stru 
their  topmasts,  and  at  first  carried  reefed  mainsails.  The  course  for  th< 
yachts  was  reduced.  Instead  of  following  the  other  class  round  the  Grc 
Bock,  they  took  the  ship  at  anchor  in  mid-bay  as  their  outer  mark.  Lc 
before  reaching  this  the  Souvenir  had  gained  the  lead,  and  kept  it ;  t 
weather  was  too  rough  for  the  Quiver  to  do  much,  but  she  made  a  re 
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l^pectal^e  second;  the  Enigma,  with  her  dark  mainsail,  a  still  furthar 
distance  astern.  In  the  second  ronnd,  the  Enigma  triced  up  the  tack  of  her 
Biainsail,  and  returned  to  her  anchorage.  The  three  rounds  were  completed 
as  fi>How8 : 


tSouYenfar.,.. 
Quiver  .... 
Enigma  ..., 


Ist  Round* 
h.    m.    8. 

2  5S    SO 
8    55    SO 

3  0    SO 


2nd  Bound, 
b.  m.  s. 
4  6  SO 
4  18  0 
gave  up. 


Srd  Bound, 
h.  m.  s. 
5  2  6 
5     14      O 


The  Sonvenir  was  declared  the  winner.  During  the  whole  day  the  yachts 
were  hid  from  view  the  greater  part  of  the  course  by  ihe  heavy  mists  and 
rain. 


TEIGN MOUTH  REGATTA. 


l^is  regatta  took  place  on  Monday,  which  was  one  of  the  very  few  fine  days 
we  have  had  this  summer.  The  first  prize  was  £15,  for  yachts  not  exceed^ 
ing  12  tons.  The  entries  were — Quiver,  Captain  Chamberlayne,  12  tons  ; 
and  the  Enigma,  J.  H.  C.  Pope,  Ksq.,  10  tons.  The  conditions  were  three 
to  start  or  no  race.  To  make  up  the  third  Captain  Clarke  entered  his  Shadowy 
4  tons,  and  the  lot  got  well  off  at  2h.  9m.  Minute  time  allowed.  Going 
the  fisst  round  the  little  boat  was  doing  her  work  exceedingly  well,  to  the 
admnration  of  everybody,  when,  unluckily,  she  carried  away  her  bobstay — 
springing  her  mast  almost  as  a  necessary  consequence — and  was  obliged  to 
give  in.  Enigma  at  this  time  was  leading,  and  the  two  completed  the  first 
round  as  follows;— Enimna,  2h.  28m.,  Quiver,  3h.  >m.  558.  In  the  second 
round  the  breeze  freshened,  and  the  Quiver  gained  a  little,  but  was  not 
nesr  winning.    The  last  round  was  as  follows :— Enigma,  3h.  53m.,  Quiver, 

3h.  55m. 

A  prize  ofjBlO,  for  open  boats;  first  £6,  second  £2  lOs.,  third  ^1  10s. 
The  entries  were— Ithiel,  W.  Stiggins,  Lion.  Hanley,  and  Paraella,  Carnall, 
They  were  not  timed  at  starting,  but  the  second  round  was  accomplished 
thus  :— Ithiel,  4b.  34m.  55s. ;  Lion,  4h.  39m.,  Pamella  was  not  timed. 

These  were  followed  by  a  scratch  match  for  £6,  for  open  boats,  won 
by  Rifleman,  Paddon  ;  beating  Britannia,  R.  Harris  j  and  James,  Gotham. 

A  novelty  was  introduced  in  the  shape  of  a  Volunteer  Corps  prize  of  12 
guineas,  for  four-oared  boats  not  exceeding  35  feet,  open  to  members  of 
volunteer  corps  only.  Unfortunately  this  race,  looked  forward  to  with  much 
interest,  was  the  most  hollow  affair  of  the  day.  Three  started-Qoiver, 
1  eignmoulh  ;  Isis,  Exmouth  ;  and  Lalla  Rookh,  Exmouth.  When  well  in 
line  the  gun  fired,  and  a  good  start  was  effected  ;  after,  however,  pulling 
about  a  dozen  strokes  Lalla  Hookh  gave  up.  Quiver  shot  rapidly  ahead, 
and  had  gained  such  a  lead  in  the  first  round  that  Isis  struck  her  colours 
and  rowed  ashore.  The  Quiver  crew  came  in  as  she  liked  —^5  for  four- 
oared  boats,  to  be  rowed  be  pilots  and  hobblers  ;  first  prize  £4,  second  £1 ; 
was  won  by  P  Q.  Ssnders,  and  the  Lawyer,  Gotham.  Thunderbolt,  Nathan ; 
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y09M  fStn  thifd  boat— M,  iA,  and  iei,fbr  foor-^ared  boats  ool  axciediag  1» 
feet.  Tbe  winnen  wen  Minna,  F.  Hallelt  %  and  Pride  of  the  Tdga,  J.  Lee. 
This  was  decidedly  the  moat  exeitiug  race  of  tbe  day  i  tbe  two  kept  togetber, 
once  or  twice  changing  places,  and  at  the  close  there  were  but  six  aeooads 
between  them.— ^4,  iCS,  and  £1,  fot  sailing  boats  not  esceedittg  18  feet. 
The  entries  were— Zoaave,  Hem  ;  Julian,  Stiggins ;  Geoige,  Stock ;  Gift, 
Bice ;  and  they  arrired  In  the  order  printed. — 90s.  for  sailing  boats  not  ex- 
ceeding 13  feet,  was  won  by  Sancy  Jack,  W.  Bend  ;  beating  finigma.  Pope ; 
and  8baw,  Clarke.— 4M>8.  Hot  two-oared  boats,  ^£2,  and  lOs.,  won  by  Gbnce, 
Bice;  and  Unde  Ned,  Gotham.  Third  host,  Elizabeth,  S.  Nathaa.— A 
pnnt  chase  conchided  the  aqnatic  sports. 


CLYDE  MODEL  YACHT  CLUB. 

On  Saturday,  August  S5,  tbe  Challenge  Cop,  value  £90,  subscribed  for  ty 
the  members  with  £5  added  by  the  club,  was  competed  fef  at  Laigs.  Tbe 
weather  on  Friday  evening  and  Saturday  morning  was  very  dirty-— ao  mvcfa 
so  that  had  the  wind  not  moderated,  and  the  swell  in  the  water  subsided, 
tbe  race  could  not  possibly  have  taken  place.  The  wind,  which  was  N^E.^ 
calmed  ^wn,  however,  on  Saturday  at  midday,  though  there  was  still  plenty 
of  it  for  yachting  purposes.  There  were  two  entries  fer  tbe  Cup— the 
Fairy  Queen,  8  tons,  a  Clyde-built  yacht,  belonging  to  Mr.  James  Grant  ^ 
and  the  Meta,  also  8  tons,  owned  by  Mr.  Maclver,  LivcipooL 

There  is  always  some  interest  attached  to  the  match^  fer  the  Challenge 
Cup,  whidi  has  to  be  won  two  successive  years  by  the  same  yacht  before  k 
can  be  possessed ;  but  that  interest  wss  on  this  occasion  consider&bly  aug- 
mented by  the  feet  that  the  Fairy  Queen  is  considered  tbe  crack  yacbt  of 
the  Clyde,  while  the  Meta  occupies  the  same  enviable  position  with  regard 
to  the  Mersey.  A  goodly  number  of  yachts,  including  Mr.  Maclver*s  fine 
little  screw  steam  yacht,  were  hovering  about  Largs,  and  when  the  race 
started  they  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  competing  bcMits,  watching  the  residt 
with  great  eagerness.  The  handsome  screw  yacht  Black  Eagle,  which  was 
profusely  decorated  with  flags,  served  the  purposes  of  commodore's  baige  ; 
and  the  Hon.  G.  F.  Boyle,  Vice* Commodore  of  the  Club,  discharged  the 
duties  of  Commodore.  The  course  to  be  sailed  was  from  the  barge  off  Latga 
Quay,  round  Hunterston  Buoy,  back  and  round  a  flsgboat  in  Bailoch  Bay, 
thence  to  the  Commodore's  barge,  to  be  gone  over  three  times.  The  mean 
number  of  mOes  in  tbe  three  rounds  would  be  45,  but  owing  to  the  tacking 
of  the  competing  yachts  the  distance  run  would  not  be  less  than  60  or  70 
miles.  The  boats  started  at  Ih.  30m.  20a ,  and  the  undermentioned  were 
the  hours  at  which  the  Commodore's  barge  was  passed  during  the  different 
sounds: 

1st  BOfUlTD.  2nd  BOUVD.  SBD  ROUSD. 

h.  m.  s.  h.  m.  8*  h.  m.  f. 

Jf«t«  "• 3  24  45  5  46  15  7  63  45 

Fairy  Queen     8  85    7  6    0    0 
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Palry  Qn^en  gave  up  the  cooteit  on  completing  tlM  teoond  round,  as  any 
attempt  towreet  tbe  victory  ftom  the  Meta  oeemed  hopeless.  However 
aooording  to  tbe  rules  of  tbe  dub,  the  Meta  was  oompelled  to  go  over  tbe 
come  three  times,  and  finish  by  eight  o*clooL  It  will  be  observed  that  she 
narrowly  escaped  infringing  the  latter  rule. 

A  race  for  second  class  yachts  was  also  to  have  taken  place,  but  owing  to 
tile  rough  nature  of  the  weather  during  the  morning,  which  prevented  the 
boats  coming  out,  no  race  took  place.  There  were,  however,  no  less  than 
twelve  entries  for  it.  The  Fairy  Queen  is  one  of  Fyfe's  crack  yachts,  and, 
we  believe^  was  never  befcwe  beaten,  except  when  the  Pet  won  by  time. 
The  Meta  was  modelled  by  Sinclair  Byrne^  who  also  designed  the 
Viiion. 


LOUGH  8WILLET  AND  LOUGH  FOYLE  REGATTA. 

This  affiur  came  off  at  Buncraoa;  on  Lough  Swilly,  on  the  33rd  of  August, 
It  is  held  alternately  at  Moville,  on  Lough  Foyle,  and  Bnncrana  and  Rath- 
mullen,  on  Lough  Swilly,  and  has  been  for  several  years  organised  under  the 
management  of  a  club  of  gentlemen  resident  on  the  shores  of  these  beautiful 
and  romantic  bays.  The  weather  had  been  so  bad  for  many  days  previoubly, 
that  several  yachts,  whose  owners  had  signified  their  intention  of  attending 
tbe  meeting,  were  prevented  doing  so  in  consequence.  It  was  anticipated 
that  some  strange  vessels  would  have  done  battle  for  the  very  handsome 
silver  claret  jug  offered  by  the  club  (to  be  won  two  years  before  becoming 
the  property  of  the  winner),  with  10  guineas  added ;  however,  as  the  winners 
of  it  on  each  of  the  former  occasions  (having  been  twice  contested  for)  were 
entered,  and  were  considered  the  champions  of  their  respective  ports,  the 
interest  excited  as  to  which  should  permanently  secure  tbe  elegant  trophy 
was  very  considerable. 

The  rowing  matches  were  productive  of  quite  as  much  enthusiasm  and 
interest,  as  the  picked  crews  of  the  four-oared  gigs  represented  the  flower  of 
the  hardy  oarsmen  of  the  several  localities,  and  their  fellow  townsmen  regard 
the  contest  with  much  the  same  feeling  that  university  men  view  the 
triumphs  of  dark  or  light  blue  on  the  waters  of  old  Father  Thames. 

llie  rooming  was  ushered  in  by  heavy  showers  and  a  fresh  N.W.  wind, 
but,  as  the  day  wore  on,  the  sun  came  out  brilliantly,  and  the  wind  settled 
down  to  a  nice  gaff-topsail  breeze,  with  the  sea  as  smooth  as  a  looking-glass. 
The  enqnisite  scenery  around  never  was  seen  to  more  perfection,  the  white 
houses  of  the  town  standing  out  in  strong  relief  from  the  back  ground  of 
loitj  hills,  and  forming  a  picture  of  singular  beauty.  Mr.  Batt's  fine  schooner, 
the  Heroine,  and  Mr.  Norman*s  Petrel  were  cruising  about  with  large  parties 
on  board ;  and  H.M.*s  revenue  cutter,  Neptune,  picturesque  with  the  glories 
of  many-coloured  bunting,  acted  as  committee  vessel  and  flagship.  At 
twelve  o'clock  a  gun  gave  the  signal  for  the  yachts  in  the  first  race  to  take 
their  stations,  when  the  following  vessels  appeared  at  the  starting- buoys 
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(half-mioQte  allowance  of  time  for  difference  of  tonnage) : — Moonbeam^  1 1 
tona,  T.  Batt,  Esq. ;  Gaselle,  11  tona,  T.  Ho^lett,  Esq. ;  Flirt,  6  tons  D. 
Scott,  Esq. ;  Bianca,  7  tons,  T.  9.  M'Coy,  Esq. 

At  12h.  liSm.  a  second  gun  gave  the  signal  to  set  bead  aails  and  start, 
which  was  effected  in  admirable  style.  The  Moonbeam  bad  the  weatbermoat 
berth,  and  speedily  showed  her  weatherly  qualities  by  working  away,  liaiid- 
over-hand,  from  the  rest,  turning  to  windward  under  her  three  lower  saila 
and  gaff-topsail,  whilst  the  other  vesseb  were  contented  with  chdr  lower 
canvas  only.  The  Bianca,  soon  finding  out  that  her  chance  was  gone,  and 
being  entered  for  the  second  race,  bore  up,  and  returned  to  the  atarting 
buoys  again.  On  reaching  the  bltfck  and  white  buoy  off  Inch  Spit,  the 
Moonbeam  led  by  fully  10  minutes,  a  distance  which  she  preserved  io  the 
reach  across  to  the  red  buoy,  off  the  Kinnegar,  the  time  of  passing  which 
was  as  follows  : ^Moonbeam,  Ih.  Om.  Os.  ;  Gazelle,  lb.  10m.  30s  ;  Flirt, 
Ih.  I2m.  309. 

Balloon  gaff- topsails  were  now  set  with  lightning  rapidity,  and  the  three 
little  clippers  moved  off  down  wind  at  a  rare  pace,  fbr  the  flag- boat  off  the 
Seven  Arches.  In  the  run  down  wind  the  Gazelle  showed  considerable 
speed,  as  she  gained  8m.  SOd.  The  Seven  Arches  flagboat  was  passed  in  the 
following  order  and  times : — Moonbeam,  2h.  9m.  Os. ;  Gazelle,  2h.  11m.  Os  ; 
Flirt,  2h.  I5m.  Os. 

Previously  to  arriving  at  the  flagboat  each  vessel  hauled  down  her  large 
gaff-topsail,  owing  to  the  threatening  appearance  aloft ;  they  were  just  in 
time,  for  down  came  a  most  terriflc  squall  of  wind  and  rain.  So  heavy  was 
if,  that  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  the  vessels 
and  their  crews  ;  however,  with  that  smartness  which  always  distinguishes 
yachtsmen,  they  were  speedily  reduced  to  storm  canvas.  After  some  twenty 
minutes  of  the  most  awful  rain  the  storm  abated,  and  the  wind  steadied  into 
a  fresh  breeze  from  N.E. ;  so  that  they  bad  a  run,  instead  of  a  beat  back. 
This  was  was  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Gazelle,  that  all  the  specta- 
tors fully  expected  her  to  carry  the  Cup,  which  she  held  since  last  year, 
back  to  Lough  Foyle.  The  Moonbeam,  however,  was  the  first  to  get  to 
rights  af^er  the  squall ;  she  was  admirably  handled,  and  well  steered,  and 
went  in  a  gallant  winner,  with  the  Gazelle  a  good  second.  The  following 
were  the  times  at  the  flagship . — Moonbeam,  3h.  25m.  Os. ;  Gazelle, 
Sh.  27m.  Os. 

The  course  of  20  nautic  miles  was  performed  in  a  little  over  three  hours ; 
very  good  work  for  yachts  of  their  tonnage.  The  Flirt  was  blown  away  to 
leeward  in  the  squall,  and  did  not  arrive  at  the  flagship  for  a  considerable 
time.  1  he  Cup  thus  became  the  property  of  Thomas  Batt,  l^q-;  who  won 
it  previously  in  1858.  The  club  purpose  replacing  it  witlra  still  much 
handsomer  and  more  valuable  one ;  and  we  have  little  doubt  that  this  popu- 
lar and  well-managed  regatta,  which  will  be  held  next  year  at  Moville,  will 
be  attended  by  a  numerous  assemblage  of  strange  yachts. 

At  12h.  30m.  the  following  boats,  not  exceeding  25  feet  keel,  started  fbr 
two  money   prizes,   over  a  shorter  course : — Rival,   Mr.    Thomas    Batt ; 


THE   GREAT    EASTERN.  471 

Martnion,  Mr.  Rankin  ;"'Foam,  Mr.   M*Gowan  ;  John,  Mr.  Harold  ;  Sylph 
Mr.  Moore  ;  Bianca,  Mr.  T.  S.  M*Coy  ;  Mermaid,  Major  Marsball. 

The  Bianca  led  throughout  most  of  the  race ;  but  meeting  with  a  mishap 
during  the  squall,  Mr.  Batt*B  smaller  boat,  the  Rival,  placed  the  first  prise 
in  this  class  also  to  his  name. 

The  evening  turned  out  to  be  remarkably  fine,  and  the  breeze  gradually 
moderated  ;  so  that  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  the  following  four«oared  gigs  started  :— 
Thistle,  of  Derry,  C.  Johnston,  of  Fort  Steward,  Bonita,  of  Derry,  Violet, 
of  Derry,  Ann,  of  Inch. 

This  race  was  exceedingly  well-contested  ;  it  was  pulled  in  heats— the 
Violet  winning  the  first  and  third,  the  Ann  the  second. 

There  were  several  other  rowing  and  sailing  matches  between  trawlers  and 
fishing- boats  ;  also  sports  on  shore.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  gentlemen 
under  whose^management  the  success  of  the  meeting  was  achieved.  The 
hon.  sec.  T.  Robert  Lavi,  £sq.,  was  unwearing  in  his  exertions,  and  the  en- 
tire regatta  went  oflP  most  successsfully. 


Thb  BxACHiHQ  OF  THB  Gbeat  Eastssm. — The  operation  of  placing  the 
Great  Eastern  on  the  Gridiron,  at  Milford  Ilaven,  was  effected  on  Sunday 
eTening,  Sept.  16th,  with  masterly  skill,  under  circumstances,  too,  of  the 
most  adverse  nature.  The  weather  in  the  forenoon,  although  very  wet,  was 
not  boisterous,  but  before  evening  it  had  risen  to  almost  a  gale  of  wind  from 
the  eastward,  which  is  the  only  point  from  which  the  Haven  does  not  afford 
complete  shelter.  The  tide,  always  rapid  during  the  springs,  was,  owing  to 
the  strong  breeze  in  its  favour,  accelerated  to  a  speed  of  at  least  Gve  mfles 
per  hour,  and  the  same  cause  made  the  tide  rise  far  higher  than  the  usual 
high  watermark  of  even  spring  tides.  At  about  four  o'clock,  p.m.,  a  very 
large  barque  that  had  anchored  in  the  exact  course^intended  to  be  pursued 
by  the  Great  Eastern,  was  towed  out  of  the  way.  A  powerful  tug  took  hold 
of  a  hawser  fVom  the  Great  Eastern,  which  immediately  began  to  heave  in 
her  own  anchor,  the  tug  steaming  sufficiently  to  keep  the  ship  in  her  position 
until  the  time  for  making  for  the  gridiron.  As  soon  as  the  tide  was  suffi- 
ciently high  to  make  the  manoeuvre  a  safe  one,  the  Great  Eastern  was 
allowed  to  drop  slowly  down,  stern  foremost,  with  wind  and  tide,  her  speed 
being  checked  to  about  three  knots  an  hour  by  her  paddles  being  occasionally 
reversed,  while  the  tug  held  her  head  in  the  required  position.  By  about 
half-past  five  o'clock  the  ship  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  griduron,  having 
taken  about  twenty-five  minutes  to  accomplish  the  space  of  a  mile*and-a« 
half  between  it  and  her  former  moorings.  The  ship  in  the  meantime  turned 
ahead  until  she  came  within  about  twelve  or  fifteen  fiithoms  of  her  intended 
position.  It  was  now  found  that,  owing  to  the  great  force  of  the  current,  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  slack  water.  The  port  bower-anchor  was  accord- 
ingly let  go,  and  her  stem  allowed  gradually  to  sheer  in.  It  was  then  that 
the  solidity  of  the  dolphins  was  severely  tested,  for  as  the  vessel  gradually 
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eume  doaer  the  retteA  for  a  time  with  the  whole  force  of  the  tide  preiifay 
her  aguiiat  the  eastern  dolphin,  which,  so  hr  from  giving  way«  actnallj 
canted  the  hnge  maai  to  recoil  two  or  three  time  to  a  distance  of  six  or  ei^t 
inches.  While  waiting  for  the  tide  to  slacken,  a  whole  fleet  of  boats,  lighten, 
ftc,  to  haul  in  the  chains  attached  to  the  four  anchors  with  which  she  was 
to  be  secured.  At  about  half-past  nz  o'clock  the  tide  had  become  sufficu^itly 
slack  to  admit  of  the  operations  being  cooduded,  orders  were  therefore  given 
to  **  turn  ahead,*'  and  in  two  minutes  the  Great  Eastern  was  in  her  place  to 
an  inch  I  The  western  dolphin  was  then  resting  just  shead  of  the  starboard 
sponaon,  and  the  eastern  one  under  the  starboard  quarter.  She  was 
supported  for  about  580  foet  of  her  whole  length  on  two  grids  of  150  feat 
long  each,  with  an  interval  of  nearly  300  feet  of  levelled  beach,  being  firmlj 
kept  in  her  upright  position  b^  four  anchors,  one  right  ahead,  another  astern, 
with  one  on  the  port  bow,  and  another  on  the  starboard  quarter.  The 
moment  everything  was  made  snug,  Mr.  Brereton  gave  orders  to  pomp  all 
the  available  boilers  full,  or  as  it  is  technically  called,  to  *' scuttle  **  them, 
in  order  to  throw  an  additional  weight  of  some  80  tons  of  water,  to  keep  her 
steady  on  the  gridiron.  The  whole  operation  was  conducted  with  a  coolness, 
energy,  and  skill  that  could  not  be  surpassed,  and  was  the  theme  of  the 
highest  enconiums  firom  all  who  saw  it.  Two  ftcts  call  for  special  m^Cioe, 
one  being  the  perfect  command  held  over  the  ship,  rendering  her  aa  telle 
in  her  movements  as  an  ordinary  rigged  craft,  and  the  other  is,  that  such  aa 
operation  could  be  performed  at  all  with  safety  in  such  bad  weather,  apeaka 
volumes  for  the  capabilities  of  Milford  Haven  as  a  fitting  port. 


TARNS  FOR  GREEN  HANDS. 

Wb  have  received  several  letters  from  thorough  practical  yachtsmen  relative 
to  these  yams.  We  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  publish  their  names,  but  make 
two  or  three  extracts. 

*'  I  received  the  '  yams '  with  much  pleasure,  and  though  I  read  them  as 
they  appeared  in  Old  Wide  Awake^  still  there  is  so  much  usefhl  informatioo 
that  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  see  them,  in  a  complete  form,  on  my  drawing- 
room  table.** 

<*  I  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  <  yarns,'  and  I  cannot  but  think  they 
will  be  popular  amongst  yachtsmen,  as  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  practical 
information  in  them  that  is  much  wanted.  There  is  many  a  swell  sidlor  who 
is  too  proud  to  ask  how  to  work  a  yacht,  and  how  to  act  without  making  a 
fool  of  himself,  who  will  be  very  thankful  to  have  such  a  book  to  refer  to.** 

**  I  think  them  excellent,  and  the  plates  that  are  given  will  be  most  usef 
not  only  to  the  Tyro,  but  to  the  more  experienced  yachtsman.    The  manii 
in  which  the  book  is  brought  out  reflects  great  cr^it  on  yon,  and  I  heartO 
wish  you  success." 

AU  eammunicaHoni  to  b$  addreued  to  ike  Editor,  6,  New  Ckurek  St^  N.  1 

KUNT  h  Oob,  Pfintsra,  6,  New  Churoh  Street,  Bdgwsre  Bee4. 
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CHAPTEIl  XII. 

With  this  chapter  I  give  a  rough  sketch  Plats  42,  of  a  cutter 
yacht's  mainsail,  draughted  according  to  the  measurements  given  by 
Mr,  Sadler,  whicli  I  quoted  in  chapter  10.  It  is  drawn  to 
scale,  and  gives  the  length  of  liead,  luff,  and  foot  gores ;  die  width 
of  seams  at  foot,  with  the  proportionate  taper  to  the  top  of  both 
mast  and  head  cloths,  togetlier  with  the  leech,  head,  luff,  and 
foot  tablings,  and  the  position  of  the  mast  hoop  holes,  reef 
points,  &c. 

The  measurements  to  be  given  for  a  suit  of  sails  in  order  to  en- 
sare  a  correct  fit,  require  some  attention ;  the  yachtsman  will,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  have  a  draught  sketch  to  a  scale  of  equal  parts  of 
the  hull  and  spars  of  his  vessel ;  this  draught  should  be  accurately 
cheeked  with  the  actual  spars  given  to  the  vessel,  (if  she  is  new,)  as 
sometimes  a  sailing  master  may  order  a  foot  or  two  extra  in  a  boom, 
gaff,  or  bowsprit,  after  the  draught  has  been  prepared;  and  thus  a 
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serious  error  may  creep  in,  if  the  yessel  about  to  receiTe  a  suit  of  sails 
has  been  some  years  built,  actual  measurement  of  the  spars  is  doublj 
necessary,  as  some  of  them  may  liave  been  carried  away  and  replaced; 
no  dependance  should  be  placed  on  hear -say  lengths  of  masts,  booms, 
topmasts,  gaffs,  or  bowsprits,  as  extreme  lengths  are  very  often 
given,  instead  of  from  those  points  that  are  requisite  for  the  infor- 
mation and  guidance  of  a  sail-maker :  the  experien'^ed  yacht  skip- 
pers, well  understand  these  measurements,  there  are  many  sailing- 
masters,  however,  who  do  not,  but  r^ard  the  matter  as  a  branch  of 
trade  as  difficult  to  master  as  Sanscrit,  and  if  they  are  ordered  to 
send  the  lengths  of  spars,  forthwith  take  a  ball  of  spunyam,  measure 
therewith  the  length  of  every  stick  in  the  ship  from  end  to  end,  then 
with  a  "  Gunter's  two  foot"  make  out  a  very  correct  looking  table  of 
feet  and  inches,  which  is  forwarded  in  due  course  to  the  sail-maker, 
the  result  of  which  is  a  tedious  correspondance  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  to  get  at  what  he  wants,  and  eventuates  perhaps  in  an  incfif- 
ferent  fitting  suit,  or  the  trouble  and  expense  of  extensive  alterations. 
Let  the  yachtsman  himself  take  the  measuring  tape  in  his  hand, 
together  with  his  note  book,  and  proceed  with  his  skipper  to  measure 
the  actual  spars ;  or  if  he  has  a  correct  spar  draught  let  him  use  the 
scale  of  parts  upon  which  it  is  delineated,  after  the  following 
formula : — 

"For  a  Mainsail- 

The  Head.—  Measure  the  gaff  from  the  inside  of  the  jaws,  or  the 
eyes  of  the  Nock  bolt,  to  the  shoulders  or  stop  on  the  outer  end, 
where  the  earing  of  th6  sail  is  made  fast. 

For  the  Foot. — Measure  the  boom  from  the  after  side  of  the  mast, 
the  inside  of  the  jaws,  or  the  extreme  end  of  the  goose  neck,  (should 
it  be  fitted  with  one)  to  the  sheave,  or  clew  lashing  eye,  at  the  outer 
end ;  state  whether  the  clew  is  to  be  made  fast  with  a  standing  lash- 
ing, or  to  work  upon  a  traveller. 

For  the  Luff  or  Fore^leech, — Get  the  gaff  hoisted  to  its  proper 
position,  with  the  peak  that  the  sail  is  intended  to  have,  ad 
measure  from  the  under  part  of  the  jaws  of  the  gaff  down  t'^  he 
boom. 

For  the  After-keeh, — Let  the  boom  be  topped  up  by  the  liflL  n- 
til  it  stands  at  the  height  at  the  outer  end  that  it  is  proposed  ti  be 
carried ;  steady  the  gaff  amidships  with  the  ensign  halyards  ,*  '    sn 


YACHTS  AND   YACHTING.  475 

by  means  of  a  jewel-block  previously  lashed  at  the  shoulders  or  stop 
on  the  outer  end  of  the  gaff,  and  through  which  a  light  line  has  been 
rove;  run  up  your  measuring  tape  by  the  ring,  and  measure  from  the 
shoulder  or  stop,  to  the  sheave  or  clew  lashing  eye,  in  the  outer  end 
of  the  boom. 

Thus  the  measurement  for  the  four  sides  of  the  sail  are  obtained, 
but  it  cannot  be  accurately  constructed  from  these  alone,  a  fifth, 
measurement  is  essental  and  most  important,  it  is  called 

The  Diagonai  or  Gross  Q-ore, — Measure  the  diagonal  length  from 
the  throat  of  the  gaff,  hoisted  as  above  to  its  proper  height  on  the 
mast,  to  the  inside  of  the  sheave  or  clew  lashing  eye  at  the  outer  end 
of  the  boom,  the  latter  topped  up,  as  before  stated  to  its  proper 
position.. 

Then  make  a  draught  of  the  sail,  see  plate  43.  Make  a  B  equal 
to  the  depth  of  the  luff  say  30  feet :  on  A  B  with  the  length  of  the 
boom  A  8  =  42  feet  3  inches,  and  the  length  of  the  diagonal  or 
<^o6s  gore  B  8  ==  48  feet,  construct  the  triangle  A-  B.  8.  with  the 
length  of  the  gaff  b  P  =  3 1  feet,  and  the  leech  P  s  =  47  feet  6  inches, 
construct  the  triangle  PBS.  Through  the  points  a  and  B  draw  the 
lines  A  B  and  B  H  perpendicular  to  the  leech  P  8 ;  then  Q  8  will  be  the 
depth  of  the  foot  gore  required,  and  H  P  the  depth  of  the  head  gore. 

If  there  should  be  any  rake  in  the  mast,  the  number  of  inches 
rake  per  foot  of  mast  should  be  stated. 

As  an  additional  guide  to  the  sail-maker,  it  might  be  useful  to 
state  the  distance  that  the  upper  main  sheet  block  is  inside  of  the 
sheave,  or  clew  lashing  eye  on  the  boom,  and  thence  the  height  of 
the  boom,  when  in  its  proper  position,  above  the  deck  at  that  point ; 
gome  have  the  boom  5  or  6  feet  from  the  deck,  so  as  to  clear  the 
head  of  the  man  steering,  in  a  50  or  60  ton  cutter ;  others  have  it 
lower ;  of  course,  as  the  tonnage  decreases,  and  consequently  the 
hoist  of  canvas,  the  boom  must  be  kept  lower,  but  experienced  cutter 
sailors  consider  an  average  high  clew  and  low  tack  a  desideratum,  as 
the  boom,  when  the  clew  of  the  sail  is  cut  too  low,  hangs  over  the  lee 
quarter,  when  a  vessel  is  close  hauled,  and  tends  to  make  her  sluggish 
in  a  sea  way,  and  particularly  tender  if  she  is  lean-quartered ;  more- 
over, the  strain  of  the  main-sheet  towards  keeping  the  sail  flat  will 
not  be  exercised  so  effectually  with  a  low  as  with  a  high  clew. 

The  height  of  the  boom -saddle  on  the  mast  above  the  deck,  and 
the  height  of  the  bulwarks,  may  be  mentioned  in  conjunction  with 
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the  aboTet  as  these  will  assist  is  regulating  the  sweep  of  the  foot  of 
maiDsaiU  which  is  a  very  important  point  to  achieve  sncoeasfully,  as 
nothing  can  be  more  unsightly  or  more  injurious  to  flat  staiM&ig  sail 
than  too  heavy  a  foot,  whereas  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  cot  too 
shallow,  a  great  space  is  left  between  the  tack  and  the  clew,  and 
much  motive  power  is  th^peby  lost;  in  a  sail  tlie  tack  of  which  is 
kept  low  and  die  clew  high,  tlie  greatest  deptli  of  the  sweep  should 
be  kept  nearly  two-thinis  out  in  the  foot  of  the  sail. 

Mainsails  are  cut  out  cloth  by  clotli ;  a  reference  to  plaie  42  may 
assist  the  reader  in  understanding  how  this  is  accompHslied ;  the 
number  of  the  cloths  must  l>e  observed.  No.  I  lieing  the  first  doth 
next  the  mast  leedi,  or  luff,  of  the  sail,  is  the  first  cut,  and  is  thus 
proceeded  with :— the  depth  of  the  foot  gore  =12  inches  is  measured 
on  the  end  of  tlie  canvas  from  A  to  b,  it  is  then  carneil  across  a 
thread  of  the  weft  represented  by  the  dotted  line  o  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  selvage  at  D,  and  the  diagonal  D  ▲  is  cut  the  length  of 
the  tack  gore ;  58  inches  is  then  measured  up  the  short  side  on  die 
selvage  from  D  to  B,  it  is  then  carried  across  by  a  tliread  of  the  weft 
marked  by  the  dotted  line  7  to  a  on  the  opposite  selvage,  and  die 
diagonal  0  D  is  then  cut ;  then  the  longest  gored  side  of  No.  1  doth, 
viz.,  o  A,  measures  the  shortest  side  of  No.  2  clodi ;  two  threads  of 
the  weft  are  again  taken  across  at  head  and  foot,  marked  by  die 
dotted  lines  H  and  I  to  the  opixjsite  selvage  of  No.  2  cloth  at  K  and 
L,  the  mast  gore  48  inches,  and  foot  gore  15  inches,  are  then  marlted 
off  to  M  and  N,  and  the  diagonals  M  G  —  N  A  cut ;  consequently  the 
first  gored  cloth  No.  1  being  cut,  its  largest  selvage  a  A  serves  to 
measure  the  shortest  selvage,  also  marked  a  A  of  No.  2  cloth,  and 
the  longest  selvage  M  n  of  No.  2  cloth  serves  to  measure  the  shortest 
selvage  of  No.  8  cloth,  to  which  the  letters  u  N  are  common,  and  so 
on  the  process  is  continued  throughout  the  mast  head  and  foot  gores 
until  the  sail  is  completed,  taking  care  to  leave  the  slack  chitb  of 
1  inch — 1  inch — 2  inch,  &c.,  &c.  commencing  at  the  13th  cloth  in 
the  head,  and  increasing  as  per  table  to  the  22nd,  or  leech  cloth, 
the  slack  in  each  cloth  to  be  allowed  in  cutting  out,  and  to  be  ts  d 
up  in  the  seaming  1  inch  in  ever}'  3  feet;  thus  No.  13  cloth  is  ta  n 
up  in  3  feet.  No.  16  in  6  feet.  No.  18  in  9  feet,  No.  20  in  15  f  e, 
and  21  and  22  in  24  feet,  as  marked  by  the  shaded  lines  on  e 
sail  sketch. 

Precaution  must  be  taken  that  the  whole  of  the  mast  gores  ez«     1 
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not  in  length  the  proposed  depth  of  the  luff  of  a  mainsaiU  and  it  is 
desirable  to  measure  them  carefully  over  previously,  so  as  to  ascer- 
tain tliat  they  will  make  that  deptli  before  cutting  the  head  gores, 
notwithstanding  that  the  calculation  agrees. 

In  thus  cutting  out  a  mainsail,  and  in  fact  all  sails  that  are  gored 
on  the  head,  luff  and  foot,  or  fool  only,  and  which  are  designated 
**  fore  and  aft  sails,"  it  must  be  held  in  remembrance  that  a  long 
gore  and  a  short  gore  are  always  brought  together,  and  the  breadth 
of  the  seams  of  each  cloth  aUwoed  for  eating  in  seaming. 

In  cutting  out  a  mainsail  from  the  measurement  given  of  spars, 
too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  correctness  of  the  lengtlis 
given,  and  then  making  the  proper  allowance  f(»r  the  stretching  of 
tlie  sail ;  if  this  allowance  be  not  properly  proportioned — say  at  the 
foot  of  tlie  sail,  in  the  first  instance,  the  chances  are  the  clew  hatils 
out  io  its  berth  the  moment  the  sail  is  bent;  likewise  if  the  rake  of 
the  mast  is  not  taken  into  consideration,  as  to  whether  it  has  much 
or  little,  this  will  much  effect  the  depth  of  the  foot  gore,  the  more  a 
mast  rakes  the  less  foot  gore  will  be  required ;  neglect  of  the  pre- 
caution to  give  the  rake  of  the  mast  and  the  height  of  the  \m\o\\\  at 
the  outer  end  or  sheet  block  from  the  deck,  will  very  probably  pro- 
duce a  faulty  bodied  sail  and  a  slack  flapping  leech ;  but  if  taking 
the  length  of  the  diagonal  or  cross  gore — whereby  the  depth  of  the 
foot  gore  is  determined,  be  omitted,  a  bad  standing  sail  is  almost 
certain  to  result.  The  allowance  for  the  stretching  of  a  mainsail 
may  be  taken  as  follows  : — 

The  Head. — ^To  be  short  of  the  measurement  from  the  throat  of 
the  gaff  to  the  shoulders  or  stops  at  the  outer  end,  &om  18  inches 
to  2  feet. 

Tlie  Foot. — In  order  to  provide  for  the  stretching  along  the  foot, 
and  diagonally  across  the  sail,  it  should  be  less  than  the  measure- 
ment o(  the  boom  from  the  jaws  to  the  sheave,  or  clew  lashing  eye, 
4  inches  in  every  3  feet. 

The  Lvff. — ^The  luff,  or  mast-leech  of  the  sail,  should  be  less 
than  the  measurement  from  12  to  18  inches,  12  inches,  or  less  even 
if  it  is  intended  to  board  the  tack  well  down. 

The  Leech. — ^From  2  to  3  feet  may  be  considered  sufficient  allow- 
ance for  the  stretching  of  the  after-leech. 
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To  Meastire  a  Gaff  Topsail 

The  Luff. — Measure  from  the  top  of  the  gaff  topsail  halyard 
sheave  in  the  gaff  topmast  to  the  throat  of  the  gaff,  hoisted  to  its 
proper  position. 

The  Foot. — Measure  from  the  throat  of  the  gaff  to  the  outside  of 
the  gaff  topsail  sheet  cheek  block  sheave  at  the  outer  end  of  the  gaff. 

The  Sead. — Measure  the  distance  between  the  head  and  peak 
earing  holes  in  the  gaff  topsail  yard. 

Ths  Leech  — Measure  with  a  scale  of  parts  on  the  draught  of  this 
sail  the  distance  between  the  peak  earing  hole  on  the  gaff  topsail 
yard,  peaked  to  the  proportion  designed  for  the  sail  to  the  outside  of 
the  gaff  topsail  sheet  cheek  block  sheave  at  the  outer  end  of  the  gaff. 

The  Diagonal  or  Gross  Gore. — Measure  from  the  top  of  the  gaff 
topsail  halyard  sheave  in  the  topmast  to  the  outside  of  the  gaff  top- 
sail sheet  cheek  bloek  sheave  on  the  outer  end  of  the  gaff.  This 
cross  gore  will  answer  for  the  length  of  the  leech  of  a  jib-headed  gaff 
topsail. 

Give  the  diameter  of  the  topsail  yard  in  the  slings,  the  diamet^ 
of  the  topsail  halyard  sheave,  and  also  the  diameter  of  the  gaff  top- 
sail sheet  sheave. 

To  Measure  the  Foresail, 

The  Luff. — Measure  from  the  hook  of  the  fore-halyard,  run  chock 
up  iu  the  fore-halyard  block,  to  the  hook  of  the  fore-tack-tackle, 
hove  down  to  the  sheave  in  the  stem-head. 

The  Foot. — Measure  from  the  after  side  of  the  fore-stay  at  the 
stem-head  to  the  fore  side  of  the  mast ;  give  the  height  of  the  bul- 
warks abreast  of  the  mast,  and  also  the  height  of  the  bowsprit  bitts 
from  the  deck,  so  that  the  foot  may  not  be  cut  with  too  much  sweep, 
and  thereby  foul  the  top  of  the  bitts,  causing  injury  to  the  sail,  or 
taking  the  vessel  aback  when  in  stays. 

The  Leech. — State  whether  the  sail  is  to  be  worked  with  a  horse 
bolted  to  the  deck  or  with  sheets — if  with  the  former  whether  its 
ends  are  swept  abaft  the  mast,  and  if  so  their  distance  from  a  straigl 
line  chalked  across  the  deck  fore-side  of  the  mast;  if  it  is  to  b 
worked  with  sheets  state  the  distance  the  eye-bolts  for  the  standing 
blocks  are  in  the  deck  from  the  before-mentioned  mast-line.     Th 
distance  from  either  of  these  points  in  a  right  angle  with  the  fore 
stay  will  denote  the  effective  and  proper  depth  of  the  leech ;  it  is  t< 
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be  observed  that  working  a  foresail  with  an  iron  horse  on  deck  i  s 
more  economical  as  regards  hands,  but  it  is  rarely,  if  ever,  such  a 
flat  standinsT  or  effective  sail  as  when  worked  with  sheets.     It  should 
be  also  stated  whether  it  is  meant  to  work  with  hanks  on  the  fore- 
staj,  or  with  lacing. 

Measuring  a  Jib. — ^The  foot  measure  from  the  outside  of  the 
sheave  at  the  bowsprit  end  to  the  forestaj.  Give  the  length  of  the 
hook  of  the  traveller,  when  the  latter  is  run  chock  out,  inside  from 
the  sheave. 

The  Luff. — Measure  from  the  outside  of  the  bowsprit-sheave  to 
the  jib  halyard  blocks,  and  state  length  of  traveller-hook  as  above. 


ON   WEATHER    GLASSES. 


**  WnATWEEL  QLASSBS,"  Were  used  in  the  I7t!i  century.  Among  otherg, 
De  Foe  watched  and  registered  them  in  1703  (see  ''  The  Storm**);  but 
it  is  an  iostaoce  of  the  necessity  for  repeating  information,  that,  gene- 
rally speaking,  even  now  little  real  nse  is  made  of  these  instraments, 
however  familiar,  common,  and  inexpensive  they  have  become. 

Like  seamanship,  ability  to  foretell  weather  is  acquired,  by  degrees, 
practically,  and  has  not  been  hitherto  attained  by  books  ;  but  it  may 
now  be  so,  in  consequence  of  numerous  recorded  observations  and 
opinions,  brought  together  of  late  years  and  very  carefully  considered. 

Instructions  are  now  available,  based  on  scientific  as  well  as  practical 
conclusions,  with  which  help,  properly  studied,  any  one  may  become 
**  weather-wise  ^  who  will  notice,  even  once  a-day,  the  indioationB  of 
the  heavens,  of  thermometers,  and  of  a  barometer. 

Marked  distinction  is  advisable  between  such  observations  and  instruc- 
tions as  are  intended  only  for  indicating  changes  of  weather,  or  its  dura- 
tion, and  those  of  a  superior  kind  required  for  comparisons  and  elaborate 
deductions  for  scientific  purposes.  Want  of  such  efficient  distinction 
has  been  hitherto  prejudicial. 

Unduly  mixing  scientific  objects  with  mere  practical  notices  of  weather 
has  had  a  tendency  to  repel  the  less  educated,  or  to  accumulate  inferior 
records  unavailable  for  really  scientific  purposes. 

To  require  that  a  perfect  barometer,  equal  to  the  demands  of  modem 
science  in  an  observatory,  should  be  used  as  a  mere  '*  weather-glass  *^ 
at  a  life-boat  station  or  fishing  village,  might  remind  one  of  putting  a 
racehorse  in  a  cart,  or  using  a  razor  to  cut  sticks. 

As  discussion  has  arisen  about  ^*  boiling  mercury,"  and  **  inspeotmg 
the  process,^'  I  think  it  a  duty  to  endeavour  to  throw  some  light  on  this 
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subject.  To  know  whether  » tube  with  inercurj  has  been  well  boiled,  at 
it  18  called  (by  holding  and  turning  it  over  a  charcoal  fire)  it  is  unneoea  • 
•ary  to  watch  the  tedious  proce^m,  at  examination  ol  Uie  metal  in  tha 
tube,  with  a  leus,and  its  ''click"  at  the  top  of  the  tube,  giving  nnfiuling 
evidences  of  the  pretence  or  abtence  of  air,  whether  boiled  or  otherwise 
treated.  To  verify  the  graduation  thoroughly  (not  at  a  few  casual  heights 
only,  by  comparison  with  another  baroineter)  artificial  pressure  or 
exhanstion  must  be  obtiuned  by  placing  the  instrument  under  the 
receiver  of  an  air-pnmp. 

This  is  done  at  Kew  very  completely  ;  and  it  is  necessary  for  accu- 
rate scientific  barometers,  but  not  for  mere  weather-glasses. 

In  buying  delicate  and  elaborate  instruments,  tome  consideratiim  it 
iudispensnbly  due  to  the  reputation  of  the  makers ;  and  wlien  operating 
largely,  if  more  than  one  hoiLse  be  employed,  each  it  a  dieck  on  the 
other,  and  on  pecuniary  arrangements.  It  should  lie  remarked,  thai 
only  a  few  opticians  manufacture  instruments  on  their  premites  under 
their  own  eyes. 

While  taying  so  much  of  tlie  mercurial  barometer,  it  wonM  be  an 
injnttice  to  the  aneroid  did  I  not  mention  that  ten  years*  experience  of 
this  small  and  very  portable  bar«>roeter  at  tea,  oo  land,  and  travelling, 
hat  induced  roe  to  recommend  it  (when  tet  properly)  at  an  excellent 
weather-glast  f(»r  tmall  vetsels  or  boats. 

As  all  these  barometric  instruments  usually  show  wluit  may  be  expected 
a  day  or  even  days  in  advance,  rather  than  the  weather  of  the  present 
or  next  few  hours  ;  and  as  wind,  or  its  direction,  affects  them  much 
more  than  rain  or  snow,  due  allowance  should  always  be  made  for  days 
as  well  as  many  hours  to  come. 

Subjoined  is  a  notice  of  average  temperature  at  9  ak.  near  London, 
which  may  ))e  use<l  (with  allowance  for  usual  differences  between 
Greenwich  temperatures  and  others)  f  »r  assistance  in  foretelling  the 
direction  of  coming  wind,  ari<l  nature  of  weather. 

The  thermometer  (shaded  and  in  open  air)  being  much  higher  at 
9  A.M.  than  the  average,  indicates  8«iutherly  or  wettei'ly  wind  (tay  tro- 
pical) ;  but  when  considerably  lower,  the  reverse,  or  northerly  (polar) 
current  of  air. 

These  indications  are  not  yet  generally  IWmiliar,  as  they  ought  I 
become,  being  easily  marked  and  very  usefiil. 

Average  temperatures  at  Greenwich : — In  the  shade^  <^n  air,  a 
about  9  A.M.,  being  nearly  the  mean  temperature  of  each  twenty-fov< 
hours,  taking  the  year  through,  in  the  British  Islands,  Fahrenheit  :-— 

Janoarj,  87^}  February,  89^;  March,  41^;  April,  46^;  May,  5S<^;  Jane,  69' 
Jnlj,  6SiO;  Aogott,  Sl^";  September,  i7^i  October,  SO^i  Hot.,  48^i  Dec,  99^. 

FiTzRoT. 
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THE  SPEED  OF  RACING  YACHTS- 

I  OHCE  beard  of  a  gentleman  who,  in  speaking  of  a  certain  valuable 
horse  in  bis  possession,  complained  that  be  had  one  serious  fault,  namely, 
ihat  be  always  looked  lean  and  half  starved  :  after  enumerating  all  the 
.good  points  physical,  and  monJ,  of  the  aforesaid  animal,  he  said,  **  but  I 
cannot  understand  bow  it  is,  I  have  tried  almost  every  kind  of  prepared 
food  from  water-gruel  to  chopped  carrots,  and  yet  he  still  looks  thin 
and  hungry."  *'  Dear  me,**  said  his  friend,  "  pray  have  you  ever  tried 
oats,  I  should  recommend  you  to  give  him  some." 

Our  yachtsmen  have  not  been  quite  so  wide  of  the  mark  as  to  the 
necessary  causes  for  producing  speed  in  a  racing  cutter,  but  they  are 
etill  far  from  perfection.  There  are  only  two  ways  of  increasing  the 
«peed  of  sailing  vessels,  by  causing  the  wind  to  have  a  greater  effect  as 
a  motive  pow«r,  and  by  diminishing  the  resistance  of  the  water ;  we  all 
know  that  within  the  last  ten  years,  considerable  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  hulls  of  our  racing  yachts.  Ever  since  the  arrival  of 
the  America,  our  crack  builders  have  been  producing  finer  models  year 
after  year^  and  still  we  are  surprised  when  in  a  six  or  seven  hours'  race 
they  show  so  little  superiority  over  the  time-honoured  veterans,  this 
fact  has  been  brought  forward  so  often,  and  to  prove  so  many  things, 
that  we  are  almost  tired  of  hearing  it,  but  the  question  it  suggests  is 
this.  Why  do  two  vessels,  one  evidently  superior  to  the  other  in  forma- 
tion of  her  hull,  sail  so  nearly  equal  ?  We  then  fancy  the  solution 
lies  entirely  with  the  sails,  and  we  see  very  little  yearly  improvements 
in  that  quarter.  But  the  real  fact  is,  there  is  very  little  room  for  im- 
provement in  the  present  form  of  a  fast  seagoing  yacht,  the  importance 
of  making  every  square  inch  of  canvas  do  its  duty  seems  now  to  be 
engaging  the  attention  of  our  yachtsmen,  however,  I  shall  leave  this 
subject  to  abler  hands  than  mine.  But  supposing  the  sails  of  a  yacht 
to  be  perfection,  and  the  wind  to  be  made  to  act  in  the  most  effective 
way  in  moving  a  vessel  through  the  water,  we  still  find  that  the  yacht 
with  fine  lines  has  not  so  great  an  advantage  over  the  other,  as  we  are 
naturally  led  to  expect,  this  results  from  the  known  fact,  that  in  well 
formed  vessels  only  a  small  portion  of  the  motive  power  is  expended  in 
moving  aside  the  particles  of  water,  and  the  greater  phtt  goes  to  over- 
come the  friction  of  the  water  on  the  vessel's  bottom,  in  fact,  friction  is 
not  the  word  for  it,  this  resistance  in  a  smooth  bottomed  vessel  b  wholly 
caused  by  the  viscidity  or  adhesion  of  the  water. 
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A  yacht  being  coppered  tends  of  course  to  make  the  friction  leas  thsn 
if  the  water  were  rubin ng  along  the  painted  bottom,  bat  it  bj  no  means 
destroys  or  even  diminishes  the  adhesion  of  the  water.  Take  a  sheet  of 
copper,  I  ilo  not  mean  in  its  highly  polished  state,  but  as  one  finds  it  on 
a  ship's  bottt»m,  and  wo  see  the  water  mlhesi?e  to  it  jnst  ns  much  as  ti» 
paint ;  this  can  easily  Ije  seen  by  any  one  who  wili  lo<ik  over  the  weather 
side  of  a  yacht  on  a  summer  eTeiiins^,  when  slie  g)i«les  through  the  calm 
water  at  the  rate  of  two  or  tlunee  knots,  aiid  no  matter  ht>w  smooth  Ae 
copper  nmy  be,  he  will  see  that  the  water  clings  to  it  just  na  nineh 
as  to  an  uncop^iered  vessel,  sn^-pfising  their  bottoms  to  be  equally 
smooth. 

Wlien  we  consider  that  m(»re  than  half  the  mi»tive  power  goes  to 
overcome  this  a^lhesion,  it  is  strange  tliat  it  sliould  attract  little  or  do 
attention  among  yachtsmen,  and  knowing  that  if  we  couUl  give  a  sur- 
face to  the  bottom  of  a  racing  yacht,  such  that  the  water  would  run  off 
it  like  a  (hick's  hack,  that  we  might  thus  completely  overcimie  this 
adhesion  or  nearly  so,  it  is  wonderful  that  no  one  can  suggest  any  other 
mode  than  coppering. 

Yachtsmen  spare  neither  trouble  nor  expense  to  secure  |)€rfection  aa 
to  the  shnpe  oP  the  hull  and  the  cut  and  (it  of  the  sails,  but  they  rarely 
pay  any  attention  to  the  vessel's  bottnui,  l)eyond  seeing  that  the  o^pper 
is  without  wrinkles,  and  the  hotuls  of  the  nails  hammered  flat  ;  but 
this  results  fnun  the  idea  that  it  is  sufficient  to  have  a  smooth  bottom 
free  from  irregularities,  and  the  ti>tal  negkct  uf  the  adhesiveness  vr 
viscidity  of  the  water  which  offers  far  more  resistance  than  friction. 

D.  F. 
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BT    AK   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  IlL 

Well  I  finished  my  last  yarn  by  literally  selling  my  birthright  ^ 
bucket  of  tar,  and  certainly  no  elderly  gentleman  of  refined  mind  cc 
seem  more  utterly  astounded  than  did  my  pa,  when,  quotiug  from  \ 
self,  I  said,  ^  If  you  please,  sir,  lam  Mr.  H'$ property  and  I'd  ra 
not"——    Intense  anger  gained  the  ascendancy,  andy  as  he  shook 

•  Continued  from  page  450. 
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pass!  >n»  he  said,  '*  Boy,  you  are  the  disreputable  son  of  a  dishonoured 
father  T  and»  with  uplifted  hand,  he  advanced  either  to  strike  or  seixe 
me ;  but  Will,  setting  me  back  with  i>ne  paw,  arrested  his  onward  im- 
petus with  the  other,  and,  placing  his  liugc  bulk  between  us,  said, 
**  Haud  hands  aff  the  wean-^haud  hands  alF  the  wean!''  If  looks  could 
kilt  (instantly  I  mean)  |XM>r  Will  ought  to  have,  in  comnioo  decency, 
dropped  down  dead.  But  no ;  there  he  stood,  equally  impassive  as  im* 
passable  ;  and  ray  father,  galliering,  as  it  were  at  a  glaoce,  the  hopeless 
pr«ispect  of  a  personal  conflict  with  such  a  sea  monster,  drew  one  step 
back,  made  big  Will  the  very  lowest  attd  most  Grandison  sort  of  a  bow, 
and  saying,  with  a  sort  of  hysterical  giggle,  '^  Arcades  ambo,'^  he  tnr&ed 
^way  and  vanished  over  the  side. 

Big  Win  todk  a  long  serio-comic  look  at  me,  took  up  Lis  serving 
mallet,  hit  a  belaying  (and  most  unoffending)  pin  a  blow  oa  the  top, 
which  shivered  it  iMt<»  little  bits,  and  then  said,  ^  Yer  feather^s  a  lucky 
chiel  Fm  no  liis  audy  begotten  son,  instead  o'  thee  1'^  and  we  then  re- 
sumed our  previous  employment  in  total  silence  for  nearly  an  hour, 
when  Will  said,  "  Ilinney,  %oa£s  Arkailsambo  ?**  I  replied,  *'  It  means 
bothalike."  '' What/*  shouted  Big  Will,  «  thee  and  me?  ha,  ha,  ha, 
ArkaibnmlK} ;  a  flea  and  a  round  of  beef.'" 

lie  then  Set  to  work  to  splico  the  ro|ie  we  had  been  serving  ;  and 
after  a  little,  he  said  in  a  softened  kind  i>f  voice,  '^  Wee  mannie,  God 
kens  but  I've  [lerhaps  dune  thee  a  wrang  thing  after  a';  bludc's  thicker 
nor  water ;  yer  feather's  yer  feather,  thougli  he's  hut  an  ill  gated  devil, 
and  ye'd  better  gang  back  till  hitn  ance  ni»ir,  and  he'll  forgie  and  forget 
a'."  T(«  this  I  gave  a  flat  refusal  ;  when  he  asked,  '*  But  wluit  for  no, 
Kinney"  "  Because,'' I  rejoined,  "  I  love  your  sister  Kate,  and  she 
loves  me,  and  I  promised  1  would  go  back  to  her,  and  I  ti?!//.*^  This 
set  the  giant  nfl^  into,  if  possible,  more  extraordinary  convulsions  of 
laughter  than  before,  for  he  skipped  aliout  the  deck  like  an  electrified 
bear,  screaming  out,  when  he  could  command  voice,  *^  E  love  we  oor 
wee  Katey  !— a  monkey  for  a  menester,  a  cradle  for  a  kirk  !  **  Confound 
him,  like  matiy  other  men.  under  similar  circumstances,  he  little  knew  the 
intense  pain  he  was  inflicting  on  my  boy's  pride.  How  well  I  remem- 
ber the  misery  of  that  sleepless  night  in  that  old  brig— in  the  dark  and 
dirty  forecastle  of  a  collier,  reeking  with  smoke  and  every  conceivable 
stench^-a  sort  of  combination  of  bilge  water,  stale  tobacco  smoke,  and 
damp  clothes,  with  legions  of  rats  scrambling  all  over  one  in  search  of 
stray  crumbs  or  water. 

My  discomfited  father  never  showed  iace  again  on  board  the  "  Cor* 
lew"    But  Mr.  Henley  and  Mr.  Dennb  did  j  and,  at  last,  who  on  earth 
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shonld  make  his  appearance,  when  these  two  failed  in  getting  me  to  gpr 
home,  but  the  pompous,  oTer-bearing,  dogmatic  old  Admiral.  He  nearer 
thought  of  sajing  "  Will  you  come  ?"  He  said—**  IVe  come  for  y«w^ 
and  you  mtiut  away.^ 

Bat  if  Mr.  Henley  and  Mr.  Dennis  oould  not  persuade  me  to  ^o,  hit 
dictatorial  way  failed  wholly,  and  he  retired  in  disgust,  reg^ttrag  fiur 
more  that  he  could  not  lash  me  to  a  grating  and  give  me  three  doaen, 
than  feeling  sorrow  in  haring  placed  the  son  of  an  old  friend  Id  so  fieilse 
a  position  that  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  could  rescue  him  from  it  with 
clean  handi^  heart,  or  mind.  What  on  earth  caused  me  to  rgect  every 
offsr  of  a  return  to  my  home  and  civilised  society  i  cannot  telL  Husbj 
had  ceased  to  interfere~-the  old  Admiral's  cocked  hat  had  floored  lum  ; 
and  little  Kate  Rushy  was  only  my  love  of  a  week  ;  but  somehow  my 
father's  rejection  of  me  at  old  Henley's  did  it.  The  iron  had  entered 
into  my  soul,  and  I  prided  myself  on  becoming  the  victim  of  cmel^, 
instead  of  which  I  was  purely  the  slave  of  obstinacy. 

I  laid  my  last  shilling  out  in  presents  for  Mrs.  Rushy  and  wee  Katies 
and  started  once  more  for  Shields,  where  we  duly  arrived,  I  having 
learned  to  make  some  short  and  long  splices,  timber  hitches,  bowline 
knots,  jamming  hitches,  reef  knots,  &c.  The  betckey  I  had  presented 
Will  ensured  my  going  up  home  with  him  the  first  night  after  the  work 
was  done  ;  and  oh  I  was  not  I  a  proud  and  happy  boy  when  decur  wee 
EAtie  Rusby  came  springing  down  the  brae  to  meet  us,  smiling  and 
blushing,  and  saying — "  I  did  na  think  ye*d  win  back— but  Pm  sae  glad 
ye'er  come,*'  and  then  the  old  lady's  *^  (jod  bless  the  bairn,  but  he's 
back  again  we  our  Will."  And  then  when  I  produced  my  presents^ 
Katie's  necklace,  the  old  lady*s  book,  and  Maggie's  thimble  (real  silver,) 
and  such  a  nice  pair  of  scissors,  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  was  rather 
an  extensive  character  on  that  occasion — Big  Will  looking  on  widi 
pride  at  my  reception,  and  recounting  my  heroic  resolution  to  stick 
by  my  ship,  in  the  most  nautically  graphic  style  possible. 

I  will  now  recount,  in  a»  few  words  as  may  be,  my  career  in  the  ooal 
trade.  I  stayed  in  the  old  brig  rather  more  than  a  year,  when  one 
voyage,  beating  up  the  Swin  in  thick  weather,  our  new  carpenter  had 
to  relieve  me  at  the  lead  at  dinner*time,  it  being  his  first  turn  thftl 
passage  to  have  it,  and  on  his  coming  into  the  main  chains,  he  aa  1 
me  what  water  I  had,  and  I  told  him  **  quarter  less  five,*^ — in  & 
had  five  fathoms,  but  the  order  was,  never  to  give  quite  the  depth  i 
the  safe  side  to  err  on  ;  he  then  asked  me  to  show  him  which  the  ir 
five  was,  and  I  did  so,  and  jumping  in -board,  set  about  getting  i 
cabin  dinner  down,  and  shortly  aflker  was  quietly  eating  my  share  '^^ 
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the  carpenter  stiH  calling  out  *'  qaarter  less  &re/^  when  the  old  brig 
irent  bamp  ashore  within  six  times  her  own  length  of  the  Maplin  Shoal 
Beaoon,  and  all  hands  were  up  on  deck  in  a  trice.  It  was  just  high 
water,  and  a  thick  fog,  a  freshening  breezej  and  that  right  onto  the  sand ; 
00,  first  and  foremost,  we  got  oat  the  big  kedge  and  best  warp  aft,  and 
Teered  out  to  the  bare  end,  took  that  to  the  windlass,  and  hove  on  it 
for  dear  life,  till  we  hove  it  home  to  the  brig's  stern  ;  all  this  time  it 
was  blowing  an  increased  gale,  and  when  we  had  done,  the  water  had 
ebbed  and  the  brig  was  a  fixture.  A  very  short  deliberation  decided 
on  oar  taking  to  the  boat  and  deserting  the  brig,  and  a  stilt  shorter  con- 
Sttltation  ended  in  seeing  the  carpenter  lashed  to  the  windlass  and 
''cobbed^'  with  his  own  hand-saw  by  each  and  every  one  of  the  crew, 
from  the  drunken  little  skipper  downwards — even  the  wooden-legged 
cook  took  a  spell  at  him.  We  then  got  np  our  traps,  put  them,  some 
bdef|  and  bread,  and  beer,  and  a  compass^  into  the  boat,  and  at  the  close 
of  a  winter's  day,  left  the  old  brig  to  her  fate;  the  cook  (old  timbertoe, 
as  we  called  him,)  in  his  hurry  to  get  in  to  her,  shoving  the  end  of  hia 
wooden  leg  through  her  bottom,  making  an  extra  plug  hole,  which  let 
in  more  water  than  was  at  all  pleasant  or  safe.  However,  we  got  safe 
on  shore ;  and  well  it  was  we  did  so,  for  the  gale  increased  that  night 
to  a  fearful  strength,  and  in  the  morning  not  a  vestige  of  the  old  brig 
was  to  be  seen. 

We  walked  part  of  the  way  to  London,  and  got  the  rest  in  a  fishing 
smack  ;  and  on  my  arrival  at  Mr.  Henley's  I  was  pretty  smartly  cross- 
examined  as  to  how  it  happened,  &c.  I  told  the  truth,  and  praised  big 
Will  to  such  an  extent,  that,  to  his  great  surprise  and  delight,  Mr. 
Henley  gave  him  the  command  of  a  fast  sailing  vessel  (a  collier)  "  The 
Lady  Isabella,*'  and  I  was  (after  again  refusing  to  go  home)  ordered  to 
join  her  under  his  charge.  She  sailed  as  well,  as  the  old  brig  sailed  ill, 
and  in  her  I  served  oat  the  rest  of  my  time  ;  the  only  incident  worth 
mentioning  which  occarred  to  me  being  my  having  become  frozen  sense* 
less  in  the  main-chains,  and  hanging  by  n:.y  middle  in  the  sinnet  span 
I  had  to  lean  against,  whilst  heaving  the  log  longer  than  my  proper 
spell,  the  whole  crew  working  for  their  lives  to  get  the  vessel  under 
double-reefed  topsails  in  a  snow-storm,  out  of  which  we  never  expected 
to  oome  without  loss  of  ship  or  crew,  or  both.  When  I  came  to, 
big  Will  was  chafing  my  limbs  with  snow,  and  I  felt  as  if  all  the 
needle-women  of  Great  Britain  were  back -stitching  my  skin  to  my 
bones. 

That  voyage  I  staid  at  old  Mrs.  Rasby*s  till  the  ship  came  back  from 
London  again^  and  a  very  jolly  time  I  had  of  it^  nursed  by  wee  Katie, 
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and  pampered  and  spoiled  by  the  whole  honae.     I  taught  Katie  to  spell 
and  read  rather  better  than  ahe  did,  and  she  taught  me  to  sew  and  dam 
itockiiig9,  and  make  cabbage  nets.     It  was  during  this  wiuter  tliat  I 
saw  a  grand  stick  out  of  the  sailors  ibr  wageSy  and  three  men   who 
would  not  join,  t«rred  and  feathered,  and  carried  on  poles  thnmgh  the 
streets  ;  aad  the  very  first  time  I  saw  an  ostrich,  my  mind  instinctirely 
went  back  to  my  friends  on  the   po1es«     There   was  a  sloop-of-war 
lent  down  to  quell  the  disturbance,  and  I  then  als«>  saw  human  Idood 
drawn  for  the  first  time— a  mftrine  shooting  a  ri«>ter  on  the  quay  frooi 
the  man-of-war's  boat-^which  so  incensed  the  mob  that  tliere  was  m 
rush  made  to  some  whale-boats,  and  a  nvist  spirited  inoe  ensued  between 
the  man-of-war's  boat  and  the  mutiny-manned  wha1e-bc»ats,  the  first 
just  getting  alongside  the  sloop-of-war  in  time  to  be  covered  by  her 
small  arms,  of  which  circumstance  they  bad  infinite  reason  to  rejt4ee» 
as,  had   they  been  caught,  a  sudden  death   would   have  been  their 
portion. 

At  last  my  term  of  probation,  (self- elected,  but  still  probation),  came 
to  a  close.  We  left  Shields  as  usual,  expecting  to  be,  in  oar  usnai 
course,  back  again  in  about  a  month,  so  that  I  harl  not  the  slightest 
idea,  on  parting  from  my  clear  Katie  Busby,  that  I  should  never  see 
her  more.  We  parted,  as  usual,  in  sorrow,  as  we  ever  met  in  joy,  but 
for  the  last  time,  for  on  beating*  up  Loudon  river  we  were  run  into  liy  a 
free-trader,  and  cut  down  to  the  water's  edge  just  before  tlie  firtre* 
rigging,  our  foremast  going  over  the  side  from  the  shocks  This  obliged 
us  to  go  into  duck,  where  we  remained  three  months,  and  during  that 
period  I  was  sent  for  to  Mr  Henley's,  v^here  I  found  my  godfather, 
who,  in  the  kindest  way,  explained  to  me  my  false  p.>sition,  tlie  very 
short  time  that  remained  of  it,  and  trusted  that  I  woukl  at  once  return 
home  with  him^  and  become  reconciled  to  my  fatlter.  All  I  stipulated 
for  was,  "  The  sea! — the  wide  and  open  sea,"  in  some  shape  or  other,  to 
which  he  consented  on  his  own  and  my  father's  part ;  and  at  his  request^ 
without  going  on  board  the  vessel  even  I  entered  his  carriage,  and  w« 
drove  up  to  Parliament  Street,  Westminster,  where  he  lodged  when  ia 
town,  and  where  I  once  more  (after  Robert  had  most  carefully  removed 
every  token  of  the  tarbrush,  and  rigged  me  in  a  ready  made  suit  of 
long  shore  toggery)  saw  and  was  reconciled  to  my  father  after  a  fashion. 
I  had  thus  served  a  three  years'  apprenticeship  to  the  merehant  serri 
in  its  hardest  routine  of  duty,  and  had  thereby  leanied— what?  . 
hand,  reef,  and  steer,  cast  a  lead,  cook  a  dinner,  swear  and  smoke - 
short,  I  had  become  defiled  in  some  degree  by  the  moral  pitch  I  v 
surrounded  by;  and  this  all  through  an  old  blockhead  of  an  admi 
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who  to  cure  me  of  the  blue  devilfy  lugging  me  seaward^  sends 
rae  to  the  black  ditto,  engaged  in  the  black  diamond  trade,  as  a 
remedy. 

The  first  thing  my  father  did  was  to  engage  a  gentleman  to  teach 
me  the  rudiments  of  navigation,  and  another  to  t«fiteaoh  me  the  course 
and  vulgar  mode  of  address  I  had  acquired  during  my  novitiate,  in 
which  the  fii'st  signally  failed,  and  the  last  only  partially  succeeded.  I 
could  place  before  the  eyes  of  parents  pretty  forcibly  the  almost  certain 
mtiral  perdition  they  involve  their  obildreii  in  by  binding  them  as  ap- 
prentices to  some  owners  and  masters ;  with  others  it  is  different,  but 
the  majimty  t)f  instances  lead  to  most  deplorable  results  in  after  life.  I 
must  not  quit  the  coal  trade  without  taking  leave  of  my  firm  and  kind 
firiend,  big  Will  Rusby,  and  bis  motlier^s  family.  I  obtained  leave  to 
go  on  board  the  ''  Iiady  Isabella,'*  and  to  take  leave  of  him  and  the 
crew,  and  fellow  apprentices,  which  I  did,  and  shared  my  clothes,  ham- 
mock, bed  and  bedding,  amongst  them.  I  told  Will  I  was  to  go  into 
the  navy  and  be  a  midshipman  in  a  short  time,  and  that  my  father 
wished  to  see  him  at  bi^  convohience,  and  to  thank  him  personally  for 
ail  his  kindness  to  me,  and  t-o  beg  him  to  convey  my  father's  best  thanks 
to  Mm.  Rusby  for  her  motherly  care  of  me,  and  that  he  had  promised 
to  let  me  come  on  board  once  more  before  I  joined  the  G  frigate. 

Poor  Will,  he  looked  (m  my  altered  nttire  and  changed  manner  with 
infinite  disgust,  and  Vaid,  '*  Oh  aye,  it's  au  right,  I  innk  uaa  doot  ;  I 
was  a  fule  for  ezpecken  ouy  other  thing ;  but  laddie^  there  '11  be 
waesome  hearts  at  my  mither's  hoi^e  when  I  gang  back,  and  they  ken 
the  uptak." 

Will  came  up  to  my  father's  house  in  due  coarse,  and  was  not  a  little 
taken  aback,  (pleasurably  tho'),  when  my  father  in  his  most  courteous 
manner,  and  with  great  warmth,  took  him  by  the  hand,  thanked  him 
earnestly  for  the  care  and  kindness  he  had  shown  me,  said  he  felt  that 
to  him  alone  he  owed  the  deep  debt  of  having  saved  me  from  evil 
courses,  if  not  rough  manners,  and  that  it  was  through  him  only  that  I 
had  become  a  seaman,  and  not  a  profligate.  lie  then  said,  *'  he  was 
fully  aware  how  unable  he  was  to  repay  the  obligation,  bnt,'^  (and  here 
he  gently  drew  from  his  fob,  as  if  it  was  his  usual  timepiece,  a  very 
handsome  gold  watch  and  appendages  of  chain,  seals,  &c.),  "  if  Captain 
Rushy  would  so  far  oblige  him  as  to  accept  that  token  of  a  father's  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  for  his  care  for  his  boy,  it  would  lead  him  to  hope 
that,  in  looking  at  the  watch,  he  might  sometimes  think  favourably  of 
the  parent  when  regretting  the  absence  of  the  son."  Poor  Will,  he 
tried  hard  to  say  something,  but  alas!  speech  was  forbidden  him;  he 
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tanied  to  me*-I  was  in  tears;  he  turned  to  my  father,  who  had  pot  tiM 
watch  on  the  table,  and  was  fleeing  the  room;  then  big  Will  Rusby  took 
me  up  in  his  arms,  and,  holding  me  to  his  heart,  cried  like  a  child. 
Good  old  dad  for  leaving  the  room!  My  father  did  further;  he  ccan- 
pletely  new  furnished  Mrs.  Rusby *s  wee  parlour,  gave  Maggie  a  diest 
ef  drawers,  and  placed  twenty  guineas  in  my  hand  to  send  to  wee 
Katie  to  enable  her  to  go  to  a  good  school  and  complete  her  edaca^on 
in  a  proper  and  useful  manner.     Good  old  daddy. 

Well  I've  just  to  sail  back  to  the  G frigate,  and  her  tall  and  irate 

commander;  in  fact,  to  the  first  leaf  of  my  log.  Lord  Melville  it  was, 
I  think,  who  made  me  a  reefer.  I  .know  he  was  my  father's  friend, 
and  it  was  he  I  was  taken  to  at  the  Admiralty,  and  who  gave  me  the 
wholesome  advice  to  sink  the  coal  trade  part  of  my  nautical  abilities  in 
the  blackeat  oblivion-^especially  that  portion  called  swearing,  or,  more 
properly,  cursing. 

When  I  was  duly  rigged  out  in  middy's  uniform,  cocked  hat  and 
dirk  included,  I  felc  a  good  many  cuts  above  the  coal  trade,  but  I  bad 
a  dirty  wish  to  gratify  my  pride  by  going  on  board  the  "  Lady  Isabella," 
and  taking  a  sort  of  patronising  naval  leave  of  my  late  messmates. 
This  I  was  allowed  to  do,  and  accordingly  started  by  wherry  from 
Westminster  to  Ilermitage,  Wapping,  and  sculled  alongside  the  collier. 
The  waterman  lustly  hailing  her  to  put  the  side  ladder  over  for  ''This 
ere  young  osstfer  as  vants  to  get  aboard."  The  young  ossifer  saved  them 
all  trouble  by  jumping  in-board  unaided,  before  the  waterman  could 
get  out,  ''Yell  Tm  blowed.'  To  this  hour  I  wished  I'd  never  gone.  It 
was  therij  for  tlie^rs^  time,  that  I  felt  the  false  position  I  had  so  long 
and  so  lately  occupied.  From  the  mate  to  the  cabin  boy,  envy,  curiosity, 
and  a  sort  of  stupid  wonder,  as  if  I  had  been  transformed  by  a  conjurer's 
wand,  prevailed  ;  and  as  regarded  the  captain,  my  old  and  kind  finend 
Rusbv.  his  face  bore  no  token  but  that  of  ill-concealed  mortificatioa 
and  regret.  I  felt  I  had  no  business  there,  it  was  not  my  proper 
position  ;  and  yet,  oh  human  mind,  unstable  as  the  wind,  but  a  short 
time  passed  aud  I  was  the  rough  and  ready,  dirty  and  happy  collier 
boy. 

On  my  return  home,  my  father  very  soon  noticed  the  change  in  my 
style  of    deportment.      Hitherto,   latterly,  it   had   pretty  often  hi 

'*M 1,  you  are  too  boistei'ous;  that  remark  is  indecorous;  you  will 

pleased  to  eat  with  your  fork^  &c.''     But  now  he  was  wondering  at 
silence  and  reserve  of  manner.     For  to  tell  the  truth,  after  my  visa!       > 
the  collier,  I  felt  as  if  coals  were  in  my  pockets,  ashes  on  my  ha] 
and  cinders  in  my  shoes  ;  despite  of  cocked  hat,  uniform  and  dirk,  I  • 
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dnnk,  saw,  felt,  slept,  and  dreamt  myself  still  the  coarse,  vulgar,  dirty, 
tarry,  collier  boy,  and  felt  sure  that  the  first  word  I  uttered  on  board 
the  G  — —  fngate  would  betray  me.     I  was  in  a  horid  fright,  and  no 
mistake.     Then  I'd   three-fourths  of  my  education  to  learn,  and  my 
manner  had  become  brusque  to  a  degree  ;  however,  the  day  and  the 
hour  came,  when  under  the  auspices  of  old  Admiral  D— ■'  s,  who  this 
time  took  me  to  the  proper  nautical  school,  and  my  father;  I  was  taken 
down  to  Woolwich,  and  duly  found  myself  on  board  the  frigate,  fitting 
oat  in  the  river  opposite  the  Arsenal.     The  Admiral  handed  his  card  at 
tbe  gangway,  it  was  given  to  the  first  lieutenant,  he  came  forward  and 
bowed,  the  Admiral  put  a  letter  in  his  hand  from  Lord  Melville,  he  read 
it,  and  turning  to  me,  said,  "  This,  I  presume,  is  the  young  gentleman? 
Upon  my  word,  Admiral  1)        s,  he  looks  more  than  half  a  sailor 
already,  has  he  ever — •'*      **  Oh,"  said  the  Admiral  in  a  great  hurry, 
he's  been  a  good  deal  on4he  coast,  and  in  boats,  and  has  simply  acquired 
a  sort  of  nautical  manner.'*     The  first  lieutenant  was  very  glad  of  it,  he 
was  introduced  to  my  father,  and  a  sort  of ''  longed -io^be-over,'*  kind  of 
conversation  had  just  began,  when,  (we  being  under  it),  a  voice  from  the 
maintop  called  out.     "  On  deck  there,  some  of  you  men,  (tike  a  turn 
with  that  g^tline,  will  you."     The  man  aloft  shaking  said  gantline  in 
the  face  of  a  lubberly  fresh  waister,  just  caught,  who  very  quietly  began 
taking  turns  with  it  round  his  hand,  forming  it  into  a  coil.     In  an 
instant  I  had  it  out  of  his  hands,  belayed  to  a  pin  and  in  an  unmistak- 
able foremast  mannish  sort  of  voice,  had  replied  to  the  voice  aloft,  ^  All 
fast.^    My  father  stared,  the  Admiral  was  of  the  red,  up  to  his  brows, 
I  was  wishing  the  quarter-deck  would  open  and  let  q^e  into  the  lower 
hold,  when  the  darling  first  lieutenant  took  a  mountain  of  coals  off 
my  back,  by  exclaiming,  "By  G— .  youngster,  that  was  smartly 
done,  and  Til  make  you  midshipman  of  the  maintop  ;  d         n  me  if  I 
don't." 

They  say  ladies  used  to  awearsweei  oaths.  None  were  over  sworn, 
so  sweet,  as  these  two  oaths  to  poor  me.  J  no  longer  stood  alone  ;  the 
chief  mate  (I  beg  his  pardon)  first  lieutenant  of  H.M.  frigate  G  ■  , 
the  centurion  over  hundreds;  he  swore;  not  only  that,  but  he  swore  in 
the  presence  of  a  real  live  Admiral  and  my  august  Pa,  too.  Now  I 
swore,  as  it  were,  under  correction;  but  he,  it  was  his  Alpha  and  Omega; 
by  U,  he  regulated  all  his  reproofs  ;  he  could  draw  it  mild,  or  give  it 
force  at  his  will;  it  was,  in  short,  his  staff  of  office.  Yet  "  Brutus  was 
an  honourable  man."  How  many  times,  when  the  hands  have  been 
turned  up  to  skylark  (that  is,  to  play  and  desport  themselves  at  the 
bidding  of  their  superiors)  have  I  heard  him  say  to  some  poor  devil  who 
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forgot  for  the  moment  he  was  under  the  pendanty  and  who  rapped  out 
an  oath  though tleaslj,  **  Hallo,  my  fine  fellow,  what  the  h-11  do  joq 
mean  by  using  such  language  ae  that,  eh?  Mind,  Sir,  you  are  not  in 
a  collier  J*  But  then,— •  what's  in  the  captain  but  a  dioleric  word,  in 
the  poor  sailor  is  flat  blasphemy*  He  was  paid  for  swearing.  Jack  was 
only  half  paid  for  working. 

Well,  my  kit  was  got  on  board  the  hulk,  and  a  master'a-maie  was 
sent  for,  the  chief  of  the  middy's  berth,  to  whose  tender  care  I  was  con- 
signed, and  who  looked  me,  up  and  down,  and  down  and  op,  as  if  I  was 
an  unknown  bird  in  those  parts.  He,  howerer,  called  the  ma8ter-«i- 
arms,  and  ordered  him  to  show  me  down  to  the  cockpit,  and  to  get  me 
entered  on  the  purser's  books  for  my  rations,  adding  to  me,  **  Now, 
youngster,  go  with  that  man,  and  he'll  show  you  h-U  and  shore  you 
into  it" 

Now  here  was  another  of  his  Majesty's  offi<9ers,  diief  of  all  the  mid- 
shipmen, who  swore,  andjwore  vile  oaths,  unclean  ou^uring^  of  the 
mind,  none  of  your  gentlemanly  asseverations,  but  low  blasphemy;  why, 
my  oaths  were  as  the  lily  to  the  nettle,  compared  with  this;  /  was  aol 
so  bad  afUr  all ;  I  stood  a  fair  chance  of  becoming  rather  seleet  and 
fashionable. 

The  master-at-arms  duly  led  me  down  a  labyrinth  (to  me  then;  of 
ladders,  and  along  decks,  and  at  last  we  brought  up  in  nearly  utter 
darkness  in  the  midshipman's  berth,  when  he  found  a  black  boy  (Cjesar) 
in  the  act  of  doing  something  (I  forget  what)  wrong,  as  he  thought. 
He  seized  him  by  the  collar,  and  laid  into  him  with  his  rattan  with  a 
gusto,  as  extraordinary  to  behold  and  painful  to  feel,  saying  between 

each  blow,  "  D n — your— black — liver,  111  cut — ^you — into*4biir-^ 

pound — pieces— you— d—d  black  son— of  a  sea— cook  you." — Officer 
the  third  swore  darkly.     I  breathed  freely,  and  was  no  more  afraid. 

It  seemed,  however,  that  my  adventures  of  entire  into  H.M.  service 
were  doomed  to  end  on  this  day  in  the  spilling  of  very  bad  blood,  and 
my  being  put  in  durance  vile.  I  shall  tell  this  story  just  as  it  happened, 
and  although  I  may  be  blamed,  I  cannot  well  be  shamed  by  it.  After 
the  master-at-arms  had  done  thrashing  Csesar,  and  told  me  to  amuse 
myself  as  I  best  could  till  the  ship's  dtUy  (not  work  as  aforetime)  was 
done^  he  left  me  in  a  sort  of  phantasmagorial  light  that  made  Ci  r 
strongly  resemble  Satan,  as,  rubbing  the  lower  part  of  his  back,  he  1     i 

saying  **  Cuss  he  d d  white  liber;  what  he  floggy  me  for,  wis  he     BT 

as  mast."  So,  the  very  hewers  of  wood  and  carriers  of  water  s  y 
cursed  their  betters.  As  I  felt  sorry  for  poor  Csssar,  and  as  I  thoi  t 
he  would  be  civil  fo  me  if  I  was  kind  to  him,  I  gave  him  a  shil      \ 
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iprhich  said  gift  nearly  cost  a  man^s  life;  however,  Cssar  was  pleased, 
left  off  rubbing,  and  set  about  getting  me  a  hammock,  showing  me 
"where  to  put  my  chest,  and  gave  me  sundry  bits  of  advice,  which  I  took 
kindly,  knowing  (by  experience)  their  value.  One  was,  to  beware  and 
not  offend  the  master's-mate  who  sent  me  down  with  the  master-at- 
arms,  or  he  would  lick  me  worse  than  the  master-at-arms  had  licked 
bim. 

Welly  when  the  duty  was  done,  down  came  said  master's-roate,  whom 
I  shall  call  Smithers,  but  who  was  nicknamed  *'  Chockablock,'*  from  his 
gorging  himself  full  with  meat  and  drink  like  a  sow,  when  he  could  get 
it.  In  his  wake  came  three  other  master^s- mates,  and  six  or  seven  mid- 
shipmen, who  were  on  board  learning  to  fit  out  a  frigate,  and  to  be 
kept  or  drafted  at  the  captain^s  pleasure  when  she  was  ataunto,  that  is, 
ready  for  sea,  Mr.  Smithers  said,  '*  Well,  young  Gulpin,  so  you're 
here,  are  you  :  d — — d  easy  times  you've  had  of  it  to-day,  but  we'll 
sweat  you  up  for  it  to-morrow  ;  however,  let^s  have  tea,  and  then  we'll 
hold  a  court  of  inquiry  on  you."  Tea,  such  as  it  was,  came  in  due 
course,  and  when  all  had  been  cleared  away  by  Caesar,  whom  I  often 
thought  would  be  cursed  into  a  sort  of  blasphemous  statue,  Mr.  Smithers, 
being  at  one  end  of  the  table,  ordered  me  up  to  his  right  hand,  called 
silence  in  the  court ,  and,  without  circumlocution  of  any  sort,  demanded 
nay  purse.  1  at  once  gave  it  to  this  high-^a-man,  who,  after  delibe- 
rately counting  the  contents,  handed  a  guinea  to  Casar's  superior,  the 
metsman,  who  vanished,  and  so  did  my  purse  into  Mr.  Smithers'  pocket. 
He  then  asked  my  name;  who  the  old  buffer  in  long  shore  toggery 
was  who  came  with  the  Admiral?  I  told  him  *' my  .father.'^  He  re- 
plied, Oh  be  d d,  he's  a  dead  marine  stuffed  full  of  gunflints."     I 

said  "  my  father  was  a  gentleman,"  which  produced  immense  laughter, 
one  saying  he'd  make  a  fine  figure-head  for  a  floating  church ;  another 
swore  he'd  swallowed  a  musket,  and  would  go  off  some  day  on  half-cock 
and  blow  his  brains  out,  and  various  other  offensive  observations,  not 
pretty  to  commit  to  paper.  During  this  abuse  of  my  dad  I  felt  only 
one  sensation  : — a  collier's  forecastle  was  a  paradise  compared  with  a 
midshipman's  berth.  In  the  midst  of  the  affair  in  came  the  messman 
with  three  bottles  of  spirits,  and  following  these  spiiitji  came  three 
others,  embodied  in  the  shape  of  young  ladies,  who  forthwith  assumed 
places  at  the  midshipmen's  table,  commenced  to  partake  of  my  g^n  and 
water  with  Messrs.  Smithers  and  Co.,  to  my  intense  mortification  and 
disgust  I  am  not  goifig  to  shock  decency  by  putting  down  here  one 
iota  of  what  I  saw  or  heard,  but  will  come  at  once  to  the  cause  of 
being  made  a  spiller  of  blood  on  my  first  entrance  into  tlie  navy. 
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ROYAL  CANADIAN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA  AT 

TORONTO. 

The  regatta  at  Toronto,  the  head- quarters  of  the  Rojal  Canadian 
Yacht  Cluh,  was  held  on  Tuesday,  September  11,  in  honoar  of  the 
Ytsit  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales.  For  some  time  pre- 
viously every  bay  and  creek  of  Ontario  that  boasted  of  clippers  carrying 
the  beaver-emblemed  burgee  was  the  scene  of  busy  preparation  and 
careful  trial  ;  for,  irrespective  of  its  being  the  Derby  Day  of  the 
Canadian  sea,  the  fact  of  the  prizes  being  contended  for  in  the  preaenoe 
of  the  Prince,  who  graciously  and  warmly  patronised  the  regatta,  added 
an  amount  of  interest  and  excitement  to  the  various  contests  that 
has  not  been  witnessed  in  these  waters  since  the  foundation  of  the 
club. 

The  organisation  and  system  of  working  this  Canadian  club  would 
afford  some  good  practical  hints  to  many  of  our  royal  clubs  at  home,  if 
they  were  not  too  proud  to  proBt  by  them.  The  Club  House  is  a  float- 
ing one — the  hull  of  a  goodly  ship,  fitted  up  on  deck  so  as  to  form  an 
agreeable  and  awning-sheltered  promenade,  where  the  lady  relatives 
and  friends  of  members  are  at  all  times  welcome,  and  enjoy  many  a 
sunny  afternoon  amid  the  cooKng  breezes  of  the  glorious  lake.  Bdow 
she  presents  appropriately  fitted  and  furnished  dining,  reading,  and 
smoking  saloons,  with  various  small  cabins  for  the  officers,  and  conve- 
nient lockers  for  the  use  of  the  members.  The  'tween  decks  is  likewise 
divided  into  ample  storage,  where  the  punts  and  skifft  belonging  to 
members  can  be  safely  stowed  away,  and  where  also  complete  provision 
is  made  for  the  masts,  rigging,  and  canvas  of  the  various  vessels  during 
the  winter  season. 

The  majority  of  the  yachts  are  moored  in  her  immediate  vicinity,  and 
the  scene  presented  as  they  get  under  weigh,  with  a  fresh  breeze  for 
cruising  on  a  fine  summer's  evening,  should  be  witnessed  to  be  fully 
appreciated.  The  Canadian  yachtsmen  think  nothing  of  a  run  of  180 
miles  down  the  lake,  or  up  ;  and  the  Rivet,  of  1 7  tons,  the  property  of 
Messrs.  £.  and  S.  Blake,  ran  down  the  other  day  to  Kingston  in  20 
hours^  where  she  won  the  Cup  and  Purse  given  in  honour  of  H.R.H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  visit  to  that  port ;  in  fact,  the  Canadian  ^  ^ 
is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  thorough  yacht  club. 

The  all-important  morning  of  Tuesday  broke  faintly  through 
almost-impenetrable  mass  of  black  and  dismal-looking  clouds.  Ne\ 
sure,  did  such  a  day  dawn  upon  the  fair  city  of  Toronto  ;  no  streaf 
fitful  light  or  fleecy  cloud  of  minutest  proportion  varied  even   fi 
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momeot  the  doll,  leaden-coloared  sky.  A  great  dusky  pall  was  spread 
over  the  heavens,  and  the  rain  descended  in  such  torrents  that  at  one 
period  it  was  contemplated  converting  the  yachts  into  gondolas,  and 
improvising  a  doge's  palace,  so  that  his  royal  highness  might  enjoy  the 
aqaaric  sports  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient  water  games  of  Venice. 
However,  the  prince  had  signified  his  pleasure  of  meeting  the  good  and 
loyal  suhjects  of  Toronto  in  the  amphitheatre,  and  of  there  also  receiv- 
ing the  members  and  the  address  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club.  Thousands 
upon  thousands,  therefore,  braved  the  fury  of  the  elements;  and  stalwart 
men,  buxom^Canadian  lassies,  sturdy  volunteers,  important  looking  city 
councilmen,  fussy  militia  officers,  smart  yachtomen,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  say  nothing  of  countless  Band9>of  Hope,  charity  schools,  and 
temperance  disciples,  crowded  the  different  avenues,  or  rather  rivers  of 
approach,  whilst  the  boudoirs  of  Toronto  poured  forth  many  of  their 
famst  flowers  to  render  homage  to  our  good  Queen's  son,  and  to  wit- 
ness the  doings  of  the  beautiful  clippers  of  the  inland  seas. 

At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  the  prince,  attended  by  a  numerous  suite, 
entered  the  amphitheatre,  and  was  received  by  the  vast  assemblage  with 
tumultuous  and  spirit  stirring  cheers.  To  receive  his  royal  highness  on 
the  dais  of  state  were  the  Mayor  of  Toronto  and  city  council,  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  militia,  the  senior  member  for  the  city,  the  Hon.  George 
Brown,  the  Commodore,  officers,  and  members  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Yacht  Club  in  their  neat  and  elegant  uniform  of  dark  blue  and  gold,  and 
a  numerous  circle  of  distinguished  personages.  Order  having  been  in 
some  measure  restored,  the  members  of  the  club  formed  into  two  lines 
on  either  side  of  his  royal  highness,  when  Commodore  Durie  advanced 
and  delivered  the  following  address  : — 

"  To  his  Royal  Highness  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  &c. 

•«May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness  : 

^  We  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club,  while 
joining'with  all  our  hearts  in  those  manifestations  of  devotion  to  the  empire 
and  attachment;;  to  the  Crown,  which  everywhere  have  greeted  your  royal 
highness,  feel  that  we  have  especial  reasons  to  be  proud  of  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  to  your  royal  highness,  in  person,  the  loyal  sentiments  which 
animate  us  in  common  with  all  classy  of  our  fellow  subjects. 

**  We  are  grateful  for  the  kindness  which  has  enabled  us  thus  to  afford  a 
hearty  welcome  to  the  son  of  that  gracious  Sovereign  to  whose  favour  we 
are  indebted  for  the  honour  of  being  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  a  royal 

club, 

"  We  are  also  happy  in  being  able  to  greet  in  your  royal  highness  one  who 
can  fully  sympathise  with  us  in  our  desire  to  promote  those  noble  pursuits 
which  we  believe  to  be  amongHt  the  most  effectual  means  of  perpetuating 
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that  manly  apiiit  which  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  oatiooal 
supremacy  in  which  it  is  the  pride  of  every  Canadian  to  participate. 

**  Associated  for  the  encouragement  of  the  great  national  spirit  of  the 
British  empire,  a  sport  so  intimately  connected  with  its  naval  pre-eminence, 
we  feel  that  the  condescension  of  your  royal  highness  in  receiving  this  ex- 
pression of  devotion  to  yourself  and  your  august  mother,  will  constitute 
hereafter  an  epoch  in  the  existence  of  the  club,  to  which  we  shall  e^er  look 
back  with  pride  and  gratification. 

**  In  conclusiou,  we  beg  your  royal  highness  to  accept  our  warmest  asm- 
rance  of  respect  and  devotion,  and  our  heartfelt  prayers  for  the  happiness  of 
our  beloved  Qoeen»  and  your  own  prosperity  and  success  in  the  discharge  of 
these  exalted  duties  to  which,  in  God's  providence,  your  royal  highness  will 
hereafter  be  called." 

The  prince  graciously  replied  to  this  address  in  the  following  terms  .— 

"  Gentlemen :  I  assure  you  that  I  take  a  lively  interest  in  those  mmnlj 
sports  which  distinguish  England  and  her  colonies,  more  especially  when 
they  are  connected  with  that  element  in  which  has  been  won  so  much  of  the 
glory  of  our  common  country.  I  thank  you  for  the  expressioQ  of  your 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  Queen,  my  mother,  and  for  your  good  wishes  in 
my  behalf." 

Upon  this  ceremony  being  concluded,  Commodore  Durie,  in  appropriate 
terms,  requested  his  royal  highness  to  become  patron  of  the  club,  to  which 
the  prince  promptly  and  graciously  acceded,  and  was  thereupon  presented 
with  a  specially  prepared  cony  of  its  rules  and  regulations.  A  procesnon 
was  now  formed,  and  the  prince,  with  the  Governor-general  and  the  Com* 
modore  Durie  on  either  side,  followed  by  his  suite,  proceeded  to  the  stand 
erected  to  enable  him  to  witness  the  regatta.  An  immense  number  of  ladies, 
despite  the  continued  inclemency  of  the  weather,  also  took  up  a  prominent 
position,  surrounded  by  dense  masses  of  the  general  spectators.  The  bustle 
and  excitement  consequent  upon  getting  the  fleet  of  yachts  underway, 
formed  such  a  picturesque  scene  that  repeated  bursts  of  cheering  testified 
the  delight  of  the  multitude  at  the  naval  display;  and  no  one  seemed  to 
evince  greater  interest  than  the  prince,  who,  donning  a  weatherproof  coat, 
eagerly  watched  the  preparations  for  the  start,  and  complimented  Commo- 
dore Durie  on  the  display  of  discipline  evinced  by  the  various  crews  and  the 
general  arrangements  of  the  regatta.  The  following  vessels  took  up  thtir 
stations  with  admirable  promptitude,  both  classes  being  started  at  the  same 
time.  The  course  was  from  a  buoy  moored  in  the  bay,  opposite  the  amphi- 
theatre, to  another  moored  opposite  the  eastern  gap  ;  thence  to  the  Mimico 
River,  back  to  Gibraltar  Point,  round  a  buoy  moored  in  the  lake,  and  thenc< 
home  to  the  flsg  buoy ;  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles. 

First  class  yachts,  for  a  handsomely- wrought  silver  cup,  value  lOOdoUsn 
with   a  purse  of    100  added: — Rivet,   17   tons,    E  and  S.  Blake,   Esqrs.  - 
Canada,  25  tons,  Alderman  Sherwood ;    An*ow,  1 7^  tons,  Wallace,  Esq 
Water  Lily,  15  tonSt  Commodore  Durie;  Ddit,  41  tons,  Captain  Robertson; 
Seagull,  17}  tons,  G.  II.  Mingazc^  Esq. 


ROYAL  CANADIAN  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA.      496 

Second  class  yachts,  for  a  handsome  Silver  Cap,  value  64  dollars,  with  a 
purse  of  61  dollars : — Marion,  B  tons,  Stinson,  Esq.;  Fairy,  4  tons,  T.  Bigley, 
Esq.;  Phantom,  9  tons,  J.  U.  Ferry,  Esq.;- Storm  Queen,  6  tons,  Grassett 
aad  Baldwin,  Esqrs  ;  Prima  Donna,  10  tons,  J.  Hamilton,  Esq,;  Expert,  10 
tons,  Delany,  Esq. ;  Surge,  4  tons,  J.  Metcalfe,  Esq. ;  Glance,  9^  tons,  G. 
Oliver,  Esq. 

Fourteen  gallant  little  clippers  as  ever  floated  thus  came  to  the  start- 
ing buoys 9  and  as  Toronto,  Cobourg,  Hamilton,  and  Kingston  each  had 
their  ravouriteSy  we  need  hardly  say  the  excitement  as  to   which  should 
bear  off  the  Championship  of  the  Lakes  in   the  presence  of  Britain's 
future  monarch  was  of  the  most  enthusiastic  character.     At  seventeen 
minutes  to  twelve  o'clock  the  starting  gun  was  fired,  and  with  a  slashing 
gate  at  south-east,  and  amidst  a  deluge  of  rain,  a  magnificent  start  was 
effected.     The  whole  fleet  went  away  like  a  flight  of  startled  seagulls 
at  the  flash  of  the  gun.     Cheer  after  cheer  pealed  forth  from  the  eager 
thousands — now  'twas  Hamilton  leading — then  Toronto— and  anon  a 
'Wild  hurrah  would  proclaim  Cobourg  in  the  van,  but  the  splendid  little 
Rivet  settling  down  to  her  work  steadily,  took  the  lead  and  carried  the 
colours  of  Toronto  to  the  fore.     She  was  closely  followed  by  the  Water 
Lily,  the  Seagull,  and  the  Arrow,  the  Canada  and  Dart  well  up.     The 
Hivet  challenged  for  the  first  buoy,  which  was  boldly  accepted  by  the 
Hamilton   champion,  the   Seagull ;    it  was  rounded  in  the  following 
order  and  times  : — Riyet,  lib.  4Sm.  30s.  ;  Seagull,    lib.   49m.  408.; 
the  Arrow  making  splendid  sailing  as  third  vessel,  for  the  honour  of 
Cobourg.     The  Canada  had  her  foresail  blown  away  at  this  period  of 
the  struggle,  and  the  Water  Lily  likewise  coming  to  grief,  both  these 
yessels  were  unwillingly  forced  to  bear  up  for  the  harbour.     Returning 
from  Mimico  river  the  Arrow  collared  the  Seagull,  and  went  into  second 
place,  and  the  outside  buoy  was  rounded   in  the  following  order  and 
times  : — Rivet,    2h.  54m.   258.  ;    Arrow,    3h.    lOm.   36s. ;    Seagull, 
3h.  44m.  Os. 

The  remainder  of  the  race  lay  solely  between  these  three  vessels,  and 
the  partisans  of  Toronto,  Cobourg,  and  Hamilton  were  intensely  excited 
as  the  termination  of  the  struggle  drew  nigh.  The  Rivet,  however, 
would  not  be  denied,  and  although  the  Arrow  was  sailed  with  all  the 
skill  and  cunning  of  the  lake  mariners,  she  could  not  draw  more  upon 
her  than  Im.  21s.  at  the  finish.  The  Rivet  ran  in  a  gallant  winner, 
and  was  received  with  repeated  salvos  of  cheering  ;  she  was  followed  by 
the  Arrow,  a  good  second,  which  vessel  was  also  accorded  similar 
honours,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  determination  exhibited  by  her  crew 
during  the  contest.  The  following  were  the  times  at  the  flag  buoy  :— 
Rivet,  4h.  40m.  50s.  ;  Arrow,  4h.  55m.  40. 
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The  remaining  fintclau  yachts  not  placed.  Of  the  second-class 
yachts  the  Glance  took  the  lead  from  the  start,  which  she  held  agiunst 
all  (vomers  thronghont,  and  won  the  prize  in  splendid  style  ;  she  rounded 
the  buoy  of  the  lake  at  Ih.  24m.  SOs.,  and  same  in  a  slashing  frinner 
at  3h.  19m.  22s. ;  the  Expert  at  4h.  50m.  4s. 

The  Prima  Donna  was  placed  hor§  de  cowJhU  near  Gibraltar  Poin^ 
having  carried  away  her  peak  halyards  ;  the  remuning  yessels  were  not 
placed.  It  was  very  heavy  weather,  and  the  crews  of  the  several  vessels 
were  loudly  cheered  for  the  pluck,  determination,  and  skill  they  displayed 
during  such  a  wild  and  stormy  day. 

For  a  prize  of  30  dollars  for  open  boats  the  following  daricg  tittle 
competitors  started  ;  the  course  was  from  the  club  ship  down  the  bay, 
out  by  the  eastern  gap,  round  the  island  and  home.  Notwitstaoding 
the  wiidness  of  the  weather,  and  that  the  race  was  put  oflF  from  hour  to 
hour  in  anticipation  of  its  moderating,  yet  the  hardy  crews  would  go  : — 
Widgeon,  Mr.  H.  Brown  ;  Dolphin,  Mr.  E.  Noverre  ;  Bro.  Jonathan, 
Mr.  A.  Falkner  ;  Breeze,  Mr.  A.  Craik  ;  Gidge,  Mr.  E.  Lee. 

A  capital  start  took  place,  all  getting  off  together  in  excellent  order. 
These  gallantly-sailed  little  barkies  experienced  very  rough  weather 
outside,  and  had  rather  a  coarse  time  of  it,  one  of  the  fleet  being  blown 
far  away  to  leeward  of  her  course.  The  Breeze  and  Widgeon  ultimately 
showed  to  the  front,  and  a  hard -fought  struggle  ensued  between  thenit 
which  eventuated  in  the  triumph  of  the  Breeze,  who  came  in  a  clevw 
winner,  12  minutes  ahead  of  the  Widgeon. 

Owing  to  the  continued  severity  of  the  weather,  the  rowiug  matches 
were  postponed  until  the  ensuing  day.  Numbers  of  boats  from  the  United 
States  as  well  as  different  parts  of  Canada,  were  in  attendance. 

After  witnessing  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  day ^4  racing,  his 
royal  highness  expressed  his  regret  to  Commodore  Durie  that  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  his  engagements  would  not  permit  his  staying  to  the  close  of 
the  sports,  and  shaking  the  gallant  Commodore  cordially  by  the  hand, 
departed  amidst  the  same  demonstrations  of  loyalty  as  had  greeted  his 
coming. 

The  officers  and  members  later  in  the  day  entertained  a  numerous 
circle  at  a  dejeuner  on  board  the  club  yacht,  when  the  healths  of  "  Her 
Majesty,"  the  "  Prince  of  Wales,**  and  the  "  Royal  Family"  were  re. 
dered  in  brimming  bumpers ;  and  the  toasts  of  the  *^  Army  and  Nav 
^  The  Ladies,"  and  <<  Success  to  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club"  wo 
done  ample  justice  to. 

Captain  Robertson,  Dr.  Ilodder,  Mr.  Wakefield,  and  Mr.  Ord  wc 
the  principal  speakers  on  the  occasion  ;  and  the  various  toasts  wc 
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sdmirably  responded  to  by  Captain  Stappart»  R.  N.,  the  active  and 
excellent  commodore  of  the  day,  Dr.  Hunt  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Rifle,  Lieutenant  Buckle,  K.N..  (of  the  Hero),  an  on  behalf  of  the  ladiea 
by  Mr.  George  Boomer. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  Commodore  Durie,  Captain 
Hobertson,  Captain  Stuppart,  k.n.,  the  hon  secretary,  W.  Armstrongs 
Esq.;  and  the  aeyerai  committees*  under  whose  excellent  arrangement 
and  management  such  universal  satisfiBUstion  was  secured.  Notwith- 
standing the  fearful  weather  which  prevailed,  to  the  marring  of 
much  enjoyment,  not  a  single  hitch  in  the  proceedings,  or  accident,  oc« 
carred  ;  and  despite  the  perversity  of  the  elements,  the  visit  of  Albert 
Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  will  long  be  a  gold  letter  day  in  the  log  book 
of  the  Royal  Canadian  Yacht  Club. 


THE  WRECK  REGISTER  AND  CHART  OF  1859. 

{From  ihe  Journal  of  the  Royal  Natknud  lAfe'hoat  InstUuHon,) 

In  accordance  with  our  annual  custom,  we  are  called  on  to  chronicle  the 
the  fearfUl  and,  in  the  present  instance,  unprecedented  effects,  both  on  lift 
and  property,  of  the  terrific  storms  of  the  preceding  twelve  months  in  the 
seas  and  on  the  shores  of  the  United. Kingdom. 

Truly  these  statistics,  which  have  been  so  accurately  and  ably  tabulated 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  afterwards  presented  by  the  Board  to  Parliament, 
are  of  a  dry  and  nninviting  character ;  but  we  deem  them,  nevertheless,  of 
the  utmost  nation (d  importance,  for  they  tell,  with  unmistakable  accuracy^ 
that  3,977  shipwrecked  persons  were  placed,  last  year,  in  imminent  danger 
on  our  coasts,  of  whom  1,645  unfortunately  met  with  a  watery  grave  ;  and 
that  the  value  of  the  property  destroyed  was  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half 
sterling.  The  lives  thus  sacrificed  and  property  destroyed  on  the  coasts  of 
the  British  Isles  represent  a  state  of  things,  within  one  short  year,  which  is 
without  a  parallel  in  our  maritime  annals ;  and  which  loudly  invokes  the  help 
of  every  Christian  philanthropist  to  aid  in  the  mitigation  of  similar  sad  re- 
sults in  future  years. 

To  realize,  however,  the  desolating  scene,  at  one  view,  it  is  indispensable 
to  examine  the  Wreck  Chart,  (see  the  Journal)  which  represents  *'  all  round 
so  many  small  shot,  hollow  shots,  red-hot  shots,  and  crosses.  It  will  be 
observed  in  some  spots,  such  as  the  whole  of  the  east  coast,  where  6*21 
ivrecks  took  place  last  year,  near  projecting  headlands,  and  the  sites  of  light- 
houses, the  cannonade  seems  to  have  been  the  most  furious,  just  as  though 
they  were  salient  angles  of  some  bastion  made  special  marks  of  by  marine 
artillery, — and  on  investigation  such  turns  out  to  be  the  fact  But  the 
artillery  in  this  case  is  the  wild  force  of  storms,  and  the  expended  shot  re-* 
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preteot  noble  ships  hniled  agpunst  the  solid  bastion  of  our  clM&,  or  the 
treacherons  earthworks  of  sandbanks  and  quicksands.  To  surrey  the  nap^ 
it  would  seem  as  though  all  the  ships  of  the  world  had  been  attracted  to  oar 
shores  as  by  some  magnetic  mountun,  and  then  shattered  helpleaalj  upon 
them." 

When  we  remember,  however,  that  England  is  the  centre  of  the  eommer^ 
dal  world — ^that  hither  are  attracted  the  mercantile  navies  of  all  nations,  as 
well  as  of  our  own — that  last  year  alone  the  number  of  vessels  ^riiicfa  entcfed 
inwards  and  cleared  outwards,  including  their  repeated  voyages  from  tiie 
different  ports  of  Great  Britain,  was  800,580,  representing  a  tonnage  of 
8 1,7 12,500, 'and  probably  having  more  than  a  million  of  people  op  boar^* 
that  it  is  not  an  unfrequent  occurrence  to  see  400  or  500  vessels  at  one  time 
coming  down  the  east  coast,  and  equally  as  many  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  and  Mersey — we  say  that  when  one  considers  all  this  enormooa 
shipping  and  number  of  men  which  crowd,  day  after  day,  our  narrow  dian- 
nels*  skirted  as  they  are  by  dangerous  rocks,  headlands,  and  sandbanks,  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so  many  lamentable  catastrophes  shonid  occur, 
year  after  year,  amongst  them.  However,  last  year  was  one  of  the  moat 
disastrous  on  record  to  ships  on  our  coasts,  as  many  as  1,416  wrecks  having 
occurred  with  the  loss,  as  we  said  before,  of  1 ,645  poor  creatures. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  analyse  the  causes  of  these  shipwrecks,  taking 
for  our  guide  the  Board  of  Trade  Wreck  Register.  This  states  that  the  in- 
crease of  these  disasters  b  mainly  to  be  traced  to  the  very  heavy  storma  of 
October  25  and  26 ;  and  of  October  31,  and  November  1  and  2  Isst.  In  the 
former  gale  there  were  133  total  wrecks  and  90  casualties  resulting  in  aeriooa 
damage,  and  798  lives  were  lost.  'I  his  number,  however^  indudea  the  loaa 
of  446  lives  in  the  Royal  Charter^  which  will  always  be  remembered  as  one 
of  the  most  melancholy  shipwrecks  that  ever  occurred  on  British  shores. 

During  the  gale  of  November  1  and  2  there  were  27  total  wrecks»  and  27 
casualties  resulting  in  partial  damage,  and  there  was  a  loss  of  51  Uvea. 
Besides  these,  424  lives  were  lost  at  one  time  in  the  Pwnmuif  on  the  28th  off 
April,  and  56  in  the  Blervie  CaUU  on  or  about  the  20tb  of  December. 

Although  the  work  of  destruction,  as  thus  officially  recorded,  is  feaifol  to 
contemplate,  yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  bad  it  not  been  for  the  services 
of  the  life- boats  of  the  National  Life* boat  Institution,  the  rocket  and  mortar 
apparatus  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  other  means,  it  would  have  been  mudi 
more  disatrous  in  its  consequences.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  whilst  the 
number  of  casualties  to  British  ships  trading  to,  fh>m,  or  between  plaoea  in 
the  United  Kingdom  has  greatly  increased,  viz.,  from  927  in  1858  to  1,187 
in  1859,  the  casualties  to  foreign  ships  similarly  employed  have  decreased 
from  209  to  188.  It  surely  cannot  be  creditable  to  British  seamen  that 
foreigners  should  beat  them  in  safely  navigating  ships  in  British  waters. 

Again,  it  appears'  that  in  1  voyage  out  of  every  175  voyages  made  by  « 
British  ships  employed  in  the  oversea  trade,  a  casualty  has  happened ;  whilst 
in  only  1  voyage  out  of  385  has  a  casualty  happened  to  a  fordgn  ship 
simiUurly  employed.    We  fear  this  unfiivourable  contrast  wooid  be  still  mon 
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strikin^y  iUnttnited  in  tbe  per  ceotages  of  camialtles,  compared  with  Tojagee 
■ude  by  teasels  in  ballast  in  oar  eoaating-trade  were  given  i  but,  nnfiir- 
timately,  tbia  register  ia  aflent  on  that  important  point,  aa  no  record  ia  kept 
of  coasting-Yoyagea  made  by  Britiah  ships  iu  ballaat.  Some  of  tbe  most  dis- 
Yreasing  and  fatal  wrecka  are  often  occurring  amoogst  our  coastera  in  ballast. 

In  the  claasification  of  the  casnalties  according  to  tbe  cargoea  of  the  ships, 
it  appeara  that  the  ships  which  have  suffered  most  are  aa  foUowa,  vis.,  laden 
cblliera,  506  in  1859  agamat  877  in  1858  ;  light  colliers,  71  against  41 ;  ore 
ship%  186  against  101  :  and  ships  with  passengers  and  a  general  cargo,  42 
againat  14. 

It  will  be  observed  that  oar  ill-bnilt  coHiers  continue  to  maintain  their 
fital  pr^-eminence  for  their  frequency  of  wrecks  on  the  east  coast.  When 
erertaken  by  a  storm  off  Flamborough  Head,  no  shelter  is  afforded  them 
aintil  they  reach  Yarmouth  Roads,  where,  alasl  too  frequently  the  bodies  of 
their  unhappy  crews  are  found  floating  on  the  outlying  sandbanks.  No  facta 
can  speak  louder  than  this  simgle  record  of  the  absolute  necessity  that  exists, 
that  measures  should  be  taken,  as  early  as  practicable,  to  improye  our 
natural  harboura  of  reftige  on  tbe  east  coast,  and  elsewhere. 

The  services  of  life-boats  are  also  most  frequently  called  into  use  on  the 
east  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Who  that  has  seen  the  Lowestoft, 
Pakefleld,  Southwold,  and  other  boats  belonging  to  the  National  Life-boat 
Institution  put  off  during  the  past  few  months,  in  the  very  fury  of  tbe  storm, 
has  watched  their  successful  fight  with  the  elements,  and  has  seen  the  same 
boats  return,  laden  with  human  life,  that  has  not  lelt  a  deep  emotion,  such  aa 
one  cannot  but  experience  when  witnessing  some  heroic  and  self-denying 
act! 

The  whole  of  the  wrecks  are  divided  clearly  into  classes,  according  to  their 
fig  and  tonnage ;  and  it  appears  from  tbe  Register  that  those  which  have 
suffered  most  are  as  follows,  via.,  schooners,  491 ;  brigs,  292;  sloops,  127  f 
and  barques,  128  ;  that  the  number  of  casualties  to  vessels  between  100  and 
300  tons  is  493;  between  60  and  100  tons,  455  4  and  below  50  tons,  306  ; 
whilst  the  number  (o  vessels  from  300  tons  to  1,200  tons  and  upwards  is  only 

lao. 

It  waa  amongst  these  numerous  wrecks,  which  occurred  often  during  fear- 
ful atorms,  that  the  life-boat  waa  busily  engaged.  It  is  a  long  list  of  noble 
services,  and  a  few  of  them  will  be  enough  to  show  what  strong  claims  tbe 
National  Life-boat  Institution  has  on  tbe  public  gratitude.  Here  is  April 
15,  Goodwin  Sands-^terrible  name  of  ill-omen  to  sailors — wind  W.N.W., 
sloop  Liberal,  Wisbeach,  1  man  saved  by  tbe  Walmer  life- boat.  September 
17  and  18,  Misner  Haven,  wind  N.  and  W.,  strong  gale,  brig  Lucinde,  o^ 
Memel,  11  men  saved  by  the  South  wold  life-boat.  February  28,  Jack's  Hole 
Bank — brig  Louise,  of  Genoa,  ship  assisted  by  the  crew  of  the  Padstow  life- 
boat. March  8,  Doom  Bar  Sands — ^a  hideously  suggestive  designation — brig 
Gonsalve,  of  Nantes,  7  men  saved  by  the  Padstow  life-boat.  November  1, 
Holm  Sands,  wind  S,  heavy  gale,  steamer  Shamrock,  of  Dublin,  14  men 
saved  by  the  Lowestofl  life-boat.     November  2,  Whitburn,  blowing  a  hurri- 
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cane,  tefaMDer  Anton  of  Denmark,  nx  men  aaved  by  t^  WiiMNiin  fifie-lioal. 
I>eoember  30,  fiat  month,  wind  fitim  tlie  8.  W.,  blowing  a  gale,  afaip  Britannia, 
of  Batb,  United  States,  14  men  laved  bjtlie  Barmouth  life-boat.  Deeember 
21,  Lytham,  weather  stonny,  the  brigantine  Hannah  Jane,  of  Leodon,  7  men 
•aTed  by  the  Lytham  life-boat  i  and  ao  the  record  goea  on  throogh  a  long 
list,  ennmerating  aerYicee  of  the  most  humane  and  sterling  character,  in 
■rords.and  figures,  as  simple  as  an  ordinary  entry  in  a  merchant's  ledger. 

Old  age  telia  on  ships  as  it  does  on  human  bdngs  ;  and  the  ship  that  was 
nnce  able  to  weather  the  fierce  gale,  bends  under  the.  inflnence  of  advancing 
years  and  rotten  timbers.  The  Register  states  that  the  greatest  nnmber  of 
casualties  hare  happened  to  diipa  between  14  and  20  years  old,  nest  be- 
tween 20  and  SO,  and  then  to  comparatively  new  ships,  or  ships  between  3  and 
7  years  of  age.  It  also  appears  that  64  were  upwards  of  60  yeara  old,  3  «f 
this  number  being  between  80  and  90, 1  between  90  and  100,  and  1  above 
100  years  dd. 

A  comparison  of  the  wresks  that  have  occurred  during  the  past  two  years^ 
nn  the  coasts  and  in  the  seas  of  the  British  Ides,  gives  the  following  result : — 

On  the  east  coast  are  621,  against  614  in  1858  ;  on  the  south  coast  136 
against  89  ;  and  on  the  west  coast  466  against  904.  On  the  Isle  of  Man,  6 
wrecks  took  place  in  1858 ;  but  in  1859,  they  had  increased  to  28.  This  is 
a  point  where  the  CommisBioners  on  Harbours  strongly  recommended  the 
erection  of  a  Harbour  of  Refuge.  The  Castletown  life-boat,  belonging  to  the 
National  Life-boat  Institution,  has  several  times  been  instrumental,  during 
the  past  year,  in  saving  life  ih>m  wrecks  off  that  island. 

The  wind  which  has  been  most  disastrous  to  shipping  during  1859,  was  the 
S.W.  wind ;  this  was  also  the  case  daring  1858.  The  casualties  during  the 
S.W.  wind  were,  in  1858,  110,  and  in  1859, 166.  Next  comes  the  W.8.W.^ 
which  shows  104  casualties  in  1859  against  65  in  1858.  Then  follow  the 
S.S.W.  the  N.E,  the  W.,  and  the  W.N.  W.,  which  show  a  marked  prevalence  aa 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

From  the  force  of  the  wind  when  each  casualty  happened,  it  appears  that  a 
marked  increase  has  taken  place  in  those  which  happened  during  force  1 1 
(or  **  storm  *'),  viz.,  88  against  57  in  1858,  and  at  force  12  (or  "  hurricane  *) 
87  against  11. 

Knowledge  and  ignorance  hold  also  an  unequal  strife  in  these  alarming 
records  ;  for  it  shows  that  the  number  of  ships  to  which  casualties  happened 
commanded  by  masters  possessing  certificates  of  competency  was  217, 
against  844  commanded  by  masters  holding  certificates  of  service  only  • 
and  597  commanded  by  masters  not  required  by  law  to  have  certificates. 
It  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  that  every  one  who  professes  to  navigate  a 
vessel  should  give  some  proof  of  his  abilities  to  perform  so  important  a  work. 

It  is  computed  that  the  loss  of  property  caused  by  wrecks  and  causaltiea 
on  the  coasts  of  the  United  ELiogdom  during  the  year  1859,  was  in  cargoes 
about  £S93,O0O,  and  in  ships  of  ^870,000,  being  a  total  loss  of  nearly  two 
millions.    Surely  this  is  so  much  wealth  lost  to  the  nation  at  laige  I 

An  analysis  of  the  1,416  wrecks  gives  the  following  results:— 
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In  1859  the  wrecks  and  stnndings  tnvotWiig  total  loss  amoimted  to  527 
againet  854  in  1858,  and  those  involving  partial  loss  to  540  against  515  in 
1858.  The  total  number  of  strandings,  &c.  being  1,067  against  869  in  1858. 
The  total  nmnber  of  colliaions  being  849  agunst  801  in  1858.  116 
of  these  happened  in  the  dajtime,  between  6  a.m.  and  6  p.m.i  against  76  in 
the  daytime  in  1858;  and  that  283  happened  in  the  night,  between  6  p.m  , 
and  6  a.m.,  against  225  in  the  night  in  1858 ;  also,  that  only  89  happened 
between  April  and  September  indnsive,  and  that  260  collisions  happened 
between  October  and  March  indnsiye. 

It  appears  that,  exclusive  of  passengers,  there  were  10,588  on  board  these 
1,416  wrecks;  and  of  these  persons,  8,977  were  actuaUy  imperilled,  and 
2,832  have  been  saved  from  a  watery  grave  by  lifb-boats,  the  rocket  and 
mortar  apparatus,  ships'  own  boats,  and  other  craft ;  the  remainder,  1,645, 
having  unhappily  been  drowned.  This  is  the  largest  number  on  record  that 
have  perished  from  wrecks  in  one  year  on  the  coasts  of  the  British  Isles.  It 
abouldf  however,  be  remembered  that  926  of  the  unfortunate  creatures^  who 
were  thus  sacrificed,  belonged  to  the  Royal  Charter,  the  emigrant  ship 
Pomona,  and  the  Blervie  Castle. 

Sir  David  Brewster,  in  a  recent  publication,  aUuding  to  the  operations  of 
the  National  Life-boat  Institution,  thus  speaks  in  eloquent  terms  of  the 
**  fate  of  those  who  in  mid-ocean  are  overtaken  by  the  thunderbolt  or  the 
tornado,  or  who,  within  sight  of  their  native  shore,  are  dashed  upon  the  wild 
shelves  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  The  merchant  returning  to  his  home— 
the  traveller  to  his  country — the  emigrant  to  his  friends — the  soldier  to  his 
family — and  the  mariner  to  his  haven — all  instinct  with  life  and  hope,  be- 
come the  sudden  victims  of  those  disasters  at  sea  which  science  alone  can 
counteract  or  alleviate.  Escaping  frt>m  the  fa!al  cyclones  of  the  tropical 
seas,  and  unscathed  by  the  lightning- bolt  that  has  rushed  through  its  masts 
into  the  deep,  the  joyous  vessel  approaches  its  destination  at  midnight,  anti- 
cipating the  greetings  of  a  hsppy  morning.  A  cloud-spot  in  the  azure  vault 
reveals  an  element  of  danger.  The  stars  disappear  in  the  rising  haze ;  the 
beacon-lights  shine  feebly  or  falsely;  the  gentle  breeze  freshens  into  a  gale, 
and  amid  the  discord  of  rending  canvas,  creaking  timbers,  clanking  chains, 
and  raging  waves,  the  startled  passenger  rushes  ftom  his  couch  to  witness  his 
ship  in  the  arms  of  breakers— 'to  welcome  the  life-boat  that  has  been  sent  to 
save  him,  or  to  bid  God-speed  to  the  rope  of  mercy  that  is  to  connect  him 
with  the  shore.  In  contrasting  the  fate  of  the  thousands  who  are  annually 
lost  at  sea  with  the  more  numerous  victims  of  war,  our  Christian  sympathies 
are  very  unequally  divided.  To  each  of  us,  of  whatever  caste,  death  is  the 
greatest  of  physical  evils — the  severest  punishment  which  society  awards  to 
crime ;  but  in  its  relation  to  the  future  it  wears  very  different  aspects. 
Even  in  the  battle-field  the  prayer  for  mercy  may  be  breathed  and  answered ; 
but  on  board  the  ship  in  flames,  or  the  plunging  life- boat,  or  the  sinking  raft, 
the  interests  of  the  future  are  merged  in  the  exigencies  of  the  present,  and 
in  the  last  struggle  for  life,  the  cry  of  help  from  man  is  louder  and  more 
earnest  than  that  of  mercy  from  heaven.  Hence  it  is  that  the  victims  of 
sudden  death  by  shipwreck  have  ever  excited  the  warmest  sympathies  of  the 
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GhrirtkD  philftotliroinit,  and  that  it  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of  die 
most  urgent  of  social  and  religioas  duties  to  provide  lor  the  safety  of  the 
sea-ftring  traveller — to  protect  his  ship  from  the  electric  fire  of  the  tropics 
—to  light  ap  our  headlands  for  his  safe  return,  and  to  place  a  Ufe-boat  fer 
his  use  at  every  point  of  danger." 

Few  men  hsve  done  more  lor  lighting  up  **  our  headlands,**  than  Stf  David 
Biewater.  His  method  for  building  large  polyzonal  lenses,  and  his  apparatus 
fer  increasing  the  intensity  and  the  size  of  the  relhicted  beams,  vnll  probably 
be  more  appreciated  in  after  ages  than  they  are  at  the  present  time ;  but  bis 
name  can  never  be  dissodated  from  the  invention  of  the  polyzonal  lenses,  as 
Lord  Brougham  truly  remarked  about  twelve  months  ago  at  Aberdeen. 

Of  course,  more  lives  have  been  saved  by  ordinsry  boats  than  by  life-boats 
of  the  National  Life-boat  Institution  and  other  bodies,  fishing-smacks  and 
other  craft  being  much  oftener  at  hand  when  disasters  happen ;  nor«  indeed^ 
are  the  services  of  the  boats  in  question  generally  called  into  requintion, 
when  it  is  safe  for  other  kind  of  vessels  to  approsch  a  wreck.  To  despairing 
mariners  in  their  shattered  hulk,  however,  grinding  upon  some  rocky  barrier, 
or  sinking  into  some  treacherous  quicksand,  these  hosts  are  life-boats  indeed. 
For  instance,  on  the  30th  of  January  last,  the  ship  Ann  Mitchell,  of  Glas- 
gow, was  wrecked  on  Arklow  Banks.  Several  fishing-smacks  attempted  in 
vain  to  approach  her.  The  steamer  Ruby,  bound  for  Bristol,  laid-to  for  five 
hours,  with  the  laudable  view  of  succouring  the  crew;  but  the  sea  was  so 
very  heavy  that  neither  smacks  nor  steamer  could  even  come  within  hail  of 
the  wreck.  The  Arklow  life-boat,  belonging  to  the  National  Listitutioo, 
made  her  appearance.  She  nobly*  ran  through  the  heavy  breakers,  and  aue- 
ceeded  in  taking  off  the  whole  nine  men  from  the  wreck. 

While  we  might  thus  amplify  the  serrices  of  the  boats  of  the  National 
Life-boat  Institution,  we  nvust  not  omit  to  do  full  justice  to  the  Marine  De. 
partment  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  same  cause  of  humanity.  From  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund  they  have  expended,  in  support  of  life-boats,  the 
rocket  and  mortar  apparatus,  and  rewards  for  saving  life,  nearly  X4,600 
during  the  past  year. 

There  are  altogether  158  life-boats  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
— 4ibout  100  of  these  are  under  the  management  of  the  National  Life- boat 
Institution,  and  are  manned  and  inspected  in  conformity  with  its  regulations. 
The  were  manned  last  year,  on  occasions  of  service  and  of  quarterlj*  exer- 
cise, by  about  5,000  persons.  With  the  exception  of  three  individuals  who 
perished  from  the  extreme  coldness  of  the  weather  and  the  water,  by  the 
upsetting  of  a  life- boat,  not  a  single  accident  happened  either  to  tho  boats  or 
their  brave  crews. 

Surely  we  should  not  grudge  such  a  Society  a  little  pecuniary  help,  wh( 
we  read  that,  during  its  thirty- six  years  of  existence,  it  has  expended  on  lifr 
boat  establishments  nearly  £40,000,  and  has  voted  82  gold,  and  658  aUi 
medals  for  distinguished  services,  besides  pecuniary  grants,  amounting  f 
almost  £14,000 ;  while  during  the  same  period  it  has  granted  rewards  t 
preserving,  by  its  life-boats  and  other  means,  no  less  than  11,601  of  ou 
ij^ow-creatures  from  a  watery  grave. 
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INSTITUTION  OF  NAVAL  ARCHITECTS.* 

Mr.  Faibbairn,  after  strongly  recommendiDg  a  tystem  of  chain  riveting  lor 
the  joints  of  the  plates,  proceeded  to  the  more  important  consideration  of 
their  removal,  by  passing  from  a  system  of  apparent  guess  work  to  a  carefiil 
adherence  to  sound  principles  in  design,  like  those  established  by  direct 
experiment  for  other  constructions  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  subject 
to  the  same  strains.  If  he  were  correct  in  treating  iron  vessels  in  the  light 
of  nmple  girders,  he  should  be  able,  he  said,  to  show  a  better  disposition  of 
material,  calculated  to  remedy  present  defects,  and  greatly  increase  the 
8trength»of  vessels  without  any  great  increase  of  cost  to  resist  transverse 
strains.  If  he  were  proceeding  upon  theoretical  considerations,  the  results 
stated  might  be  doubted ;  but  we  had  a  sufficient  number  of  experiments 
upon  hollow  wrought-iron  girders  to  calculate  the  strength  and  resisting 
powers  of  ships  to  transverse  strain,  with  a  near  approximation  to  accuracy 
In  the  results. 

The  principal  changes  which  Mr.  F.  recommended  were,  the  addition 
below  of  two  longitudinal  stringers  on  each  side  of  the  keel,  running  from 
ooe  end  of  the  ship  to  the  other;  the  covering  of  the  cross-beams  of  the 
upper  deck  with  iron  stringer-plates,  thickest  towards  the  middle  of  the 
vessel ;  and  the  introduction  of  two  cellular  rectangular  stringers,  one  od 
each  side  of  the  hatchways,  and  of  a  triangular  stringer  on  each  side  of  the 
▼essel,  all  running  the  whole  length  of  the  ship.  The  Paper  concluded  by 
urging  the  importance  of  the  greatest  care  being  observed  in  the  selection 
of  the  iron  used  for  ship-building.  No  plates  ought  to  be  used  which  would 
not  stand  an  average  tensile  strain  of  twenty  tons  per  square  inch. 

After  the  reading  of  Mr.  Fairbairn's  Paper,  a  very  lengthy  and  elaborate 
discussion  took  place  upon  it,  and  also  upon  that  read  on  the  previous  day 
by  Mr.  Grantham.  In  the  course  of  this  discussion  (which  will  here  be 
given  merely  in  outline),  Mr.  J.  H.  Ritchie,  one  of  the  chief  surveyors  of 
Lloyd's,  corrected  certain  misapprehensions  which  prevailed  in  reCbrenoe 
to  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  shipbuilders  by  Lloyd's 
committee,  and  mentioned  several  important  instances  in  which  those 
rules  had  been  modified  so  as  to  favour  improvements  when  such 
were  manifestly  based  upon  sound  and  scientific  principles.  He  further 
reminded  the  authors  of  the  Papers  that  Lloyd's  rules  for  the  building  of 
iron  ships  were  drawn  up  at  the  repeated  and  earnest  request  of  persons 
interested  in  the  safety  of  our  shipping,  and  explained  that  all  they  pre- 
tended to  do  was  to  prescribe  a  minimum  in  each  case,  leaving  builders  to 
make  the  ships  as  much  stronger  as  they  might  please.  Mr.  Scott  Russell 
said  that,  as  at  former  periods,  he  had  frequent  occasion  to  oppose  Lloyd's 
Rules,  he  was  happy  to  bear  testimony  to  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  which 
Lloyd*s  Committee  had  for  some  time  past  adopted,  for  while  they  very  pro* 

•  Continued  firom  page  818. 
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perly  made  rales  for  the  purpose  of  infonniiig  iroD-sbipbiiilders  eTerywhere 
how  they  might  build  so  as  to  ensure  the  registration  of  their  ships,  they  did 
'  not  stand  immovably  in  the  way  of  changes  for  the  better,  but  amended 
their  Rules  from  time  to  time,  and  had  even  gone  so  -fiu*  as  to  |p?e  aoms 
ships  which  were  not  built  according  to  their  Rules  as  good  a  classification 
as  if  they  had  been,  where  it  had  been  clearly  prored  that  the  ships  were  at 
least  as  strong  and  sound  as  they  would  have  been  had  the  Rulea  heea 
followed.    If  Lloyd*s  Committee  continued  to  follow  this  policy  they  might 
take  to  themselves  all  the  credit  of  strictly  enforcing  rules  for  the  public 
safety,  and  at  the  same  time  might  defy  any  one  to  say  that  they  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  progress  of  iron  ships.    Mr.  Russell  also  protested  agatoat 
the  present  system  of  loading  the  fine  ends  of  steam-ships  with  great  weights, 
■nch  as  forecastles  over  the  bows,  and  en^nea,  &c^  aft,  as  being  the  moat 
dangerous  system  that  could  be  adopted.     (It  was  mentioned  that  the  Royal 
Charter  had  a  tank  of  8,000  gallons  at  her  bowa.)    He  likewise  objected, 
in  iotOy  to  Mr,  Fairbaim's  proposal  to  make  the  top  of  the  ahip  as  atrong  mod 
weighty  as  the  bottom.    He  pointed  out  numerous  causes  which  tend  to 
deteriorate  the  bottoms  of  ships  which  do  not  affect  their  upper  parts,  and 
stated  that,  for  his  part,  he  believed  that  when  from  wear  or  any  oth^ 
canse  the  bottom  of  a  ship  had  become  as  weak  as  the  top,  we  ou^t  to  begin 
to  consider  her  in  a  dangerous  state.     He  also  considered  that  while  it  waa 
incumbent  upon  iron-ship  builders  to  continually  improve  their  systems  of 
construction,  it  was  their  duty  also  to  assist  in  putting  down  the  clamour 
against  iron  ships  which  had  lately  prevailed,  and  to  protest  against  the 
assumption  that  any  ship  ought  to  be,  or  could  be,  built  so  strongly  aa  to 
stand  beating  upon  upon  rocks  in  heavy  seas  without  going  to  pieces.    Mr. 
Fairbaim  would  never,  he  said,  get  that  in  this  world.    The  Britannia 
Bridge  itself  fell  once  only  six  inches,  and  was  materially  damaged  by  the 
ialL     Mr.  Russell  recommended  the  adoption  of  water-tight  bulkheada 
wherever  practicable,  and  described  various  improvements  in  the  construc- 
tion of  iron  ships  which  he  had  firom  time  to  time  introduced  and  found  to 
answer,  and  which  not  only  attained,  he  said,  all  the  objects  which  Mr, 
Fairbaim  had  in  view,  but  even  lient  considerably  further  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  him.    Mr.  Grantham  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  learning  that 
Lloyd's  Rules  were  not  so  absolutely  binding  as  he  had  always  believed,  and 
as  the  langusge  in  which  they  were  expressed  undoubtedly  implied.  He  now 
felt  relieved  of  a  great  difficulty.    He  went  all  lengths  with  Mr.  Fairbaim. 
Mr.  James  Martin,  another  of  the  principal  aunreyors  to  Lloyd's,  contended 
that,  as  Lloyd's  Committee  were  in  the  first  place  urged  to  draw  up  and  er 
force  rules,  and  as  they  applied  in  vain  to  iron-ship  builders  for  assistant 
in  the  matter,  persons  ought  not  now  to  ind  indiscriminate  apd  hasty  foul 
with  the  rules  which  the  Committee  bad  laid  down,  and  which  had  ood 
fessedly  been  of  very  great  sendee  to  the  country.    He  said  thai  the  objeci 
of  Lloy4'«  Committee  and  its  surveyors  was  simply  and  solely  the  general 
good  <>f  the  public,  and  they  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  co-operate  with 
•Ue  bstitution  of  Naval  Architects  in  considering  and  carrying  out  such 
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improvements  as  they  might  matually  deem  desirable.  Mr.  Martin  like- 
wise spoke  warmly  against  the  use  of  inferior  iron  ships.  After  remarks  had 
been  offered  by  various  other  speakers,  Mr.  Fairbairn  explained  that  he  had 
DO  objection  to  give  the  bottom  of  the  ship  a  sufficient  excess  of  strength 
over  the  top,  to  provide  for  any  extra  wear  that  might  occur  there,  nor  did 
he  contend  for  the  adoption  of  any  specific  details  by  way  of  improvement. 
He  was  only  advocating  general  principles.  He  believed  that  some  of  the 
modes  of  construction  adopted  by  Mr.  Scott  Russell  were  attended  by  great 
and  manifest  advantages.  He  would  be  most  happy  at  any  time  to  put  him- 
self in  communication  with  Lloyd^s  Surveyors  and  with  the  Institution  of 
Naval  Architects,  to  give  them  whatever  information  he  possessed,  and  do 
all  in  his  power  to  establish  sound  principles  of  construction.  He  believed 
it  highly  desirabls,  and  quite  possible,  to  give  the  public  perfect  confidence 
to  iron  ships ;  and  this  is  what  he  wished  to  see  realized  in  constructions  of 
such  vast  importance  to  the  coomiunity. 

Mr.  F.  K.  Barnes,  M.T.N. A.,  then  read  his  Paper  *'  On  experiments  per- 
formed on  board  some  of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  in  1855-6-7,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  heights  of  their  centres  of  gravity,"  of  which  the  following 
is  an  abstract  :•» 

As  soon  as  the  motions  and  evolutions  of  ships  at  sea  were  regarded  as 
the  results  of  the  action  of  different  forces,  and  the  construction  of  ships 
was  made  an  object  of  scientific  inquiry,  it  was  discovered  that  a  knowledge 
of  the  position  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  ship  and  all  it  contains  was  of 
great  importance,  and  attempts  were  made  as  early  as  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury to  find  this  point  by  direct  calculation,  that  is,  by  taking  the  moments 
of  all  the  component  parts.  It  soon  became  evident,  however,  that  from 
various  causes  results  obtained  in  this  manner  could  not  be  regarded  with 
much  confidence.  The  centres  of  gravity  of  new  class  ships  of  war  have,  it 
is  true,  frequently  been  calculated  in  this  way,  but,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense amount  of  labour  bestowed  upon  the  calculations,  they  have  always 
been  considered  doubtful. 

When  the  difficulties  which  beset  this  method  of  finding  the  centre  of 
gravity  of  a  ship  were  understood,  it  was  seen  that,  as  in  any  small  body 
which  is  symmetrical  with  respect  to  a  plane  passing  through  it,  its  centre  of 
gravity  may  be  found  by  suspending  it  successively  from  two  points  in  that 
plane  by  means  of  a  string,  so  by  altering  the  line  of  support  of  a  ship,  that 
is.  the  vertical  line  through  the  centres  of  gravity  and  of  buoyancy,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  ship  may  be  found.    Don  Juan  and  Chap- 
man have  both  explained  this  method  and  the  mode  of  practically  applying 
it  i  and  it  is  surprising  that  so  many  years  passed  away  before  any  attempt 
was  made  in  England  to  carry  it  into  effect,  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  any  naval  captain,  with  a  small  amount  of  mathematical  knowledge, 
and  the  possession  of  the  drawings  of  his  ship,  could  ascertain  for  himself 
the  position  of  her  centre  of  gravity  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  rationale  of  the  process  was  next  explained  by  the  Author,  and  ita 
mathematical  aspects  investigated.    The  first  ezpeiiments  which  were  made 
o.  11. — roh,  IX.  3  X 


b06  hunt's   TACllTiNQ   MAGAZINE. 

in  England  on  this  method  were  performed  by  some  of  the  membets  of  tb« 
late  School  of  Naval  Architecture  on  board  the  Scylla  and  the  Rover,  both 
of  18  gana,  in  1830  and  1832  respectively.  An  account  of  them  is  given  to 
Mr.  Crease's  article  an  Shipbuilding  ki  tl>e  Enctteloptgdia  Britamtiea,  and  ia 
the  Papers  on  Naval  Architecture.  No  others  were  made  until,  by  the  up- 
setting of  the  Perseverance  in  the  dock  at  Woolwich  in  January,  1855,  the 
subject  was  brought  forcibly  under  the  consideration  of  naval  architects.  lo 
consequence  of  that  accident,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  ascertain  the 
exact  position  of  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  ship,  after  wiiat  was  considered 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  iron  pig  ballast  had  been  placed  in  her  hold,  in  order 
that  her  state  might  be  known  under  all  probable  conditions  of  lading,  and 
provision  made  to  ensure  her  stability  when  she  was  placed  under  the  most 
unfavourable  circumstances.  Measures  were  accordingly  taken  for  per- 
forming the  necessary  experiments  upon  her  in  the  basin  at  Sheemess,  the 
full  details  of  which,  together  with  an  account  of  the  operation,  were  next 
described  by  the  Author.  In  the  space  of  about  1 }  hours  data  were  obtuned 
— from  seven  independent  experiments — for  obtaining  the  position  of  the 
centre  of  gravity  in  a  vertical  direction,  which  was  afterwards  found  by  cal- 
culation (taking  the  mean  of  all  tha  results)  to  be  16*6738  feet  above  the 
lower  edge  of  the  keel,  the  mean  draught  of  water  being  16  feet  6|  inches. 
The  result  went  &r  to  prove  that,  if  due  care  be  taken  in  making  such  ex- 
periments and  the  necessary  calculations  from  the  data  furnished  by  them^ 
the  position  of  the  point  in  question  may  be  found  very  accurately  with  only 
a  moderate  inclination,  say  about  3^. 

1'he  same  kind  of  experiiJients  were  performed  on  board  the  Urgent,  s 
sister  ship  to  the  Perseverance,  and  also  upon  the  Transit,  steam  transport. 
When  the  three  ships  thus  examined  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  most  on- 
favourable  condition  with  respect  to  their  lading,  it  was  found  that  their 
respective  stabilities  would  be  such  as  to  enable  them  to  stand  up  well  ooder 
their  canvas. 

The  Author  next  described  a  similar  series  of  experiments  performed  od 
board  the  Orion  and  the  Conqueror,  two-deck  ships  of  the  line,  which  were 
taken  as  types  of  the  two  classes  of  two* decked  screw  ships  in  tlie  service. 
After  detailing  the  operations  performed,  the  Author  remarked  that  it  would 
be  seen  from  bis  description  of  the  movements  required  that  the  active  co-> 
operation  c^the  commander  of  the  ship  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sac* 
cessful  completion  of  the  experiments,  and  unless  such  could  be  ensured  it 
would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  carry  them  out.  The  mean  draught  of  water 
of  the  Conqueror,  when  fully  equipped  for  sea,  and  with  all  boilers  full, 
25  feel  7J  inches,  and  the  height  of  the  centre  of  gravity  above  the  I 
edge  of  the  keel  24-7*27  feet.  In  the  case  of  the  Orion,  the  draught  of  w 
(under  similar  circumstances)  was  25  feet  8}  inches,  and  the  height  of 
centre  of  gravity  25*655  feet.  But  although  the  centre  of  gravity  of 
Conqueror  was  lOj  inches  below  the  water-line,  whilst  that  of  the  Oi 
was  only  two  inches  below  it,  yet  the  stability  of  the  latter  was  provei* 
the  calculations  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  former^the  Orion's  ber^ 
the  Conqueror's  as  312^  to  265. 


IMP0RrA>4T   COLLISION   CASE.  507 

A  knowledge  of  the  vertical  position  of  the  centre  of  gravity  is  attended 
by  important  practical  advantageR,  when  it  is  proposed  to  make  alterations 
in  the  construction  or  lading  of  any  class  of  vessels,  since  the  qualities  of  the 
altered  vessels  may  be  fully  ascertained  by  calculation  before  any  trial  takes 
place.  In  illustration  of  this,  the  Author  stated  that  in  1656  the  corvettes 
of  the  Pearl  class  first  made  their  appearance  afloat.  They  were  considered 
very  fine  vessels,  and  on  trial  answered  well  in  every  respect.  They  had, 
however,  no  covering  over  their  only  gun  deck,  and  it  was  considered  dest* 
rable  to  throw  a  light  covering  deck  over  other  vessels  of  the  same  class 
which  were  ordered  to  be  built»  if  their  stability  would  admit  of  it.  In  order 
to  ascertain  this,  experiments  were  made  on  the  Pearl  at  Spithead,  when  she 
was  nearly  equipped  for  a  foreign  station  ;  and  also  on  the  Satellite,  in  the 
basin  at  Devonport,  when  perfectly  light,  without  her  guns,  stores,  &c.  The 
Author  gave  an  account  of  these  experiments,  and  stated  the  results  deduced 
from  them.  After  these  results  had  been  obtained,  the  necessary  alterations 
were  made  in  the  drawings,  giving  the  ships  of  that  class  which  were  to  be 
altered  each  a  light  convering  deck,  lo'-eriog  the  main  and  lower  decks,  and 
altering  the  standing  masts,  but  retaining  the  oiiginal  form  below  the  water. 
Calculations  of  the  new  design  were  then  carefully  made,  and  the  design 
was  considered  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  Racoon  waa  the  first  ship  of  the 
new  class  that  was  fitted  out,  and  on  her  being  commissioned,  serious  doubts 
were  expressed  as  to  her  stability  under  canvas.  The  vertical  position  of 
her  centre  of  gravity  was  therefore  ascertained  by  experiment  in  the  dock 
at  Chatham,  and  the  result  placed  the  stiffness  of  the  vessel,  even  under  the 
most  unfavourable  circumstances,  altogether  beyond  doubt. 

The  Paper  concluded  with  an  account  of  similar  experiments  perfornrad 
upon  the  Cadmus — a  corvette  without  a  covered  deck — and  a  comparison 
between  the  results  obtained  in  her  case  and  in  that  of  the  Racoon,  when 
both  ships  were  deeply  laden,  and  also  when  their  provisions,  coals,  &c., 
were  consumed. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Paper  was  concluded,  a  member  remarked  that  he 
believed  the  experiments  described  had  been  made  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Watts,  a  member  of  the  late  School  of  Naval  Architecture.  Another  mem- 
ber observed  that  the  Paper  to  which  the  Institution  had  just  listened  con- 
stituted one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  to  the  science  of  Naval 
Architecture  which  we  have  had  for  many  years,  and  that  the  Admiralty, 
the  Controller  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Watts,  and  the  Author  deserved  the  warm- 
est thanks  of  the  body  for  what  had  been  done  in  this  matter. 
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JRieharcUon  v.  Olaitgow,  Largs^  and  Millport  Steamboat  Company, 

This  was  an  action  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Richardson,  owner  of  the 
Sooner  yacht  Chance,  for  15.  Ss.,  amo.-nt  of  damage  received  by  the  yacht 
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in  consequence  of  a  collision  with  the  defenders*  steamer  Ladj 
through  the  alleged  default  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Neill  appeared  for  the  pursuer,  and  Mr.  M'Clure  for  the  defenderik 

The  following  proof  was  laid  for  the  pursuer : — 

Mr.  John    Richsrdson,   Greenock,    deponed — I  was    on    board  of    my 

}acht  Chance,  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  ultimo,  with  Mr  Leadbetter  and  Mr. 

Schsw.     We  were  coming  up  the  Clyde  through  the  Cumbrae  Sound,  and 

passed  Millport  about  six  o'clock  close  to  the  land-    It  was  ebb  tide,  and  the 

wind  was  Tery  light.  When  J  came  on  deck  after  dinner,  about  eight  o'clock, 

the  yacht  was  on  the  south  side  of  Balloch  Bay,  on  the  port  tack,  about  150 

yards  from  the  shore.     V\  e  had  barely  steerage  way.     I  heard  the  man  at 

the  wheel  say,  **  She  is  coming  right  down  upon  us,*'  meaning  the  Lady  Bria* 

bane  steamer.     I  looked  over  the  starboard  side  snd  saw  the  three  lighta  of 

the  Ptoamer  bearing  down  on  us.     I  sung  out,  "  Show  a  light  forward.**   The 

captain  said,  **  The  lights  are  up."     I  went  forward  and  saw  the  lights,  and 

the  steamer  must  have  seen  the  green  one.     Mr.  Schaw  hailed  the  steamer 

about  three  or  four  minutes  before  the  collision.    She  rang  her  bell  but  did 

not  change  her  course.     We  called  out  to  stop  her,  and  she  rang  the  bell 

again.     She  then  put  her  helm  a -port  and  ran  across  our  bow,  carrying  away 

the  jib-boom.     Before  the  collision  we  got  into  the  boat,  believing  we  were 

to  be  run  down.    If  she  bad  gone  inside  she  could  not  have  passed  the  point 

in-shore  of  us.     After  the  collision  she  backed  and  passed  on  the  starboard 

side — her  proper  course.     If  she  had  kept  a  mid  channel  course,  the  col* 

lision  would  not  have  occurred. 

Mr.  Schaw,  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Northern  Tacht  Club,  deponed— > 
When  I  came  on  deck  at  s  quarter  to  eight,  the  Chance  was  running  up  close 
to  the  land,  with  very  little  wind  and  ebb  tide.  I  saw  the  steamer  coming 
towards  the  starboard  bow  and  saw  the  three  lights.  She  was  coming  in  a 
crossing  direction.  I  looked  through  the  glass  and  she  appeared  to  be  steer- 
ing direct  for  us.  We  suspected  she  would  pass  astern,  but  she  still  con- 
tinued to  steer  straight  for  us,  and  when  about  600  yards  off  I  hailed  her. 
The  bell  was  rung,  but  she  stood  on.  I  hailed  a  second  time,  **  starboard 
the  helm,"  <*stop  her,"  and  **back  her."  She  rang  the  bell  again,  ported, 
and  stopped  the  engines.  She  came  on  under  our  bowsprit  and  broke  the 
jib-boom.  Her  head  was  straight  for  the  land  when  she  struck  us.  It  waa 
impossible  for  her  to  have  gone  inside  of  us,  as  there  was  a  point  on  our  port* 
quarter  on  which  she  would  have  run  if  she  had  continued  on  her  coorse. 
There  was  nothing  to  prevent  her  passing  os  to  starboard  I  saw  both  of 
the  yacht*s  lights.  They  were  both  in  their  proper  places  and  burning 
brightly.  The  night  was  clear  and  the  land  could  be  seen  some  - 
tance  off. 

Cross-examined — The  yacht*s  lights  were  up  when  I  came  on  deck, 
the  steamer  was  then  three-quarters  of  a  mile  off. 

Mr.  Robert  Leadbetter,  merchant,  who  was  on  board  the  .Chance,  y 
similar  evidence,  as  also  did  ^John  Doherty  the  master,  and  five  of 
crew. 
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For  the  defence  the  following  witnesms  were  examined : — 
Captain  Dnnn,  of  the  steamer  Lady  Briri>ane,  deponed—- We  steered 
straight  from  Largs  for  Millport,  and  saw  the  yacht*8  lights  immediately 
after  we  left  Largs.  We  first  saw  the  green  light,  and  when  on  a  consider- 
able distance  we  saw  the  red  Tport)  light,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  some 
time ;  we  were  steering  S.  W  by  W.  making  in  for  the  land.  The  night  was 
pretty  dark,  but  we  saw  for  some  distance.  We  could  not  tell  what  sort  of 
'veasel  the  Chance  was.  We  meant  to  pass  on  her  port  side,  and  we  kept  on 
that  course.  We  lost  sight  of  the  red  light,  and  I  then  jumped  on  the  pad- 
dle box  and  rang  the  belL  I  heard  no  cries  fh>m  the  yacht.  We  then 
ported  to  keep  clear  of  her  altogether  Long  before  the  collision,  I  ordered 
the  pilot  to  give  the  yacht  a  wide  berth.  After  the  bell  was  rung  and  no 
attention  paid,  I  stopped  and  backed,  and  the  way  was  off  the  steamer  when 
the  Chance  came  in  aboard  of  us.  If  she  had  kept  her  helm  ported  when  I 
saw  the  red  light  she  would  have  gone  clear.  Af^er  the  collision  we  could 
have  cleared  the  land  quite  well  in  going  inside,  I  backed  to  clear  the 
yacht,  but  I  had  room  to  have  gone  ahead  inside.  At  the  time  of  the  col- 
lision the  yacht  was  heading  towards  the  land,  and  struck  the  steamer  on 
the  port  bow.  After  I  gave  the  yacht  a  wide  berth  she  would  have  cleared 
if  she  had  not  starboarded. 

Duncan  Lusk,  pilot,  deponed — We  steered  from  Largs  direct  for  Millport. 
We  saw  the  green  light  first,  and  the  captain  told  me  to  put  the  vessel  in  a 
position  to  pass  the  yacht,  and  I  ported  the  helm  until  I  saw  the  red  light. 
We  kept  on  the  port  course  all  along,  and  the  other  vessel  must  have  star- 
boarded immediately,  as  the  red  light  disappeared  suddenly,  and  she  ran 
aboard  of  us  uine  feet  abaft  the  port  bow.  We  heard  no  cry  from  the  Chance 
until  we  were  backing  full  speed.  My  opinion  is  that  the  collision  occurred 
from  the  other  vessel  getting  the  wrong  helm.  We  had  no  time  to  go  round 
her  stem  after  we  lost  sight  of  the  red  light.  I  never  saw  the  red  light 
singly,  but  it  and  the  green  light  together.  We  stoped  our  engines  about 
300  yards  off  the  yacht,  and  nearer  the  land  than  her. 

Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  McFarlane  corroborated  the  above  statement. 
Mr.  Neill,  for  the  pursuer,  argued  in  the  first  place  that  his  case  was  not 
to  l>e  decided  according  to  the  terms  of  the  296th  section  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  because  that  section  applied  to  vessels  meeting,  and  not  ves- 
sels crossing  each  other.  This  had  been  decided  in  the  case  of  the  Inflex- 
ible, which  had  run  down  a  vessel  called  the  Soubahdar,  and  in  which  Dr. 
Lushington  stated  that  the  section  referred  to  did  not  apply  to  vessels  croes- 
ing  each  other ;  and  in  the  present  case  it  had  been  proved  that  it  was  a 
case  of  crossing,  as  the  steamer  had  passed  from  the  Largs  side  of  the  river 
to  the  Cumbrae  side.  In  the  second  place,  that  there  was  a  manifest  dis- 
tinction in  the  way  in  which  courts  of  law  deal  with  collisions  where  these 
arise  between  two  sailing  vessels,  and  where  they  arise  between  a  sailing 
vessel  on  the  one  hand  and  a  steam  vessel  on  the  other.  The  courts  have 
enacted  the  strictest  vigilance  and  the  greatest  precaution  on  the  part  of 
steamers,  and  to  illustrate  this  Mr.  Neill  referred  to  the  following  cases 
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decided  id  the  EogliFh  Admiralty  Court.     The  first  he  mentioned  W9g  that 
of  the  Shannon,  in  1828,  where  a  collision  had  taken  place  between  her  and 
a  vessel  called  the  British  Union.     The  Trinity  Masters  observed  "  that 
whether  the  wind  was  N.W.,  as  represented  by  the  Shannon,  or  N.N.E ,  is 
of  no  very  great  importance,  as  the  Shannon,  not  receiving  her  impetus  from 
flails  but  from  steam,  should  have  been  under  command.    Steamboats,  from 
their  greater  power,  ought  always  to  give  way."     In  the  case  of  the  Hope  io 
1840,  which  had  been  in  collision  with  a  sailing  vessel  called  the  Nelson, 
Dr.  Lushington,  in  stating  the  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Trinity  Masters, 
said — '*  As  a  proposition  of  law,  I  admit  it  to  be  true  that  no  vessel   should 
unnecessarily  incur  the  probability  of  a  collision  by  a  pertinacious  adherence 
to  the  strict  rule  of  navigation.     If  a  steam  vessel,  for  instance,  should  be 
nearing  a  sailing  vessel,  and  such  vessel  should  be  steered  erroneously  ;  if 
the  master  of  the  steam- vessel  should  wilfully  say  'this  vessel  is  steering 
wrong,  but  we  will  keep  our  course,*  and  a  collision  ensues  in  consequence, 
I  should  undoubtedly  hold  that  the  steam -vessel  was  to  blame."    The  nest 
case  was  that  of  the  James  Watt  steamer  in  1844,  which  ran  down  a  sailing 
vessel.    Dr.  Lushington  made  the  following  observations  in  regard   to  the 
defence  of  the  steamboat  master  : — "  Now  let  us  consider  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  he  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  ported  his  helm.     He 
was  in  doubt ;  that  is  his  own  statement.     It  is  also  admitted,  in  his  answer 
to  the  fif^h  interrogatory,  that  if  it  had  been  daylight  the  general  rule  would 
have  been  that  the  steamer  should  have  gone  astern  of  the  Perseveraace, 
Why.  then,  did  he  port  his  helmi  ?  The  answer  is  thus   supplied  in  his  own 
words,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  interrogatory.     Ue  says, — *  In  the 
day-time  the  James  Watt,  seeing  the  course  of  the  schooner,  was  bound  to 
go  astern  of  her,  but  being  in  doubt  by  reason  of  the  darkness,  I  considered 
it  my  duty  to  port  my  helm  and  stop  my  engines  *     It  has  been  said  that,  in 
so  porting  his  helm,  he  followed  the  rule  laid  cown  by  the  Trinity  Houfe 
Board.    I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  see  the  application  of  this  rule  under 
the  circumstances  above  stated.     True  it  is,  that  when  two  steam  vessels 
are  approaching  each  other,  it  has  been  ruled  over  and  over  again  that  they 
are  to  pass  larboard  and  larboard  ;  but  I  have  never  yet  heard   it  laid  down 
that  when  a  steam  vessel  is  going  down  the  river,  antl  she  discovers  a  sailing 
vessel  coming  up  the  river,  with  an  adverse  wind,  the  steamer  is  immediatbly 
to  port  her  helm  before  she  discovers  what  course  such  vessel  is  upon.     In 
my  apprehension,  the  master  of  the  James  Watt  would  have  acted  under  the 
circumstances  with  greater  prudence  and  caution,  if,  upon  first  discovering 
the  Perseverance,  instead  of  porting  his  helm,  he  had  continued  his  course 
at  slacked  speed  by  easing  his  engines  till  he  was  able  to  discover  the  cou' 
the  Perseverance  was  steering,  and  then  acting  according  to  circumstance 
And  the  Trinity  Masters  in  delivering  their' opinion,  said  that  "the  Pe« 
verance  (the  sailing  vessel  ran  down)  was  in  no  degree  to  bUmc,  and  tt; 
the  collision  was  occasioned  entirely  by  the  default  of  mismanagement  of  1 
James  Watt  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bows  of  the  Perseverance,  and  tli 
if  .she  ha'J  acted  properly  she  would  have  gone  under  her  stern,  and  then  t 
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accident  would  have  been  thereby  prevented.*'     The  next  case  he  referred 
to  was  that  of  H.M.  steamer   Birkenhead  in  1848,  which  nm  down  the 
1^1  oratio,  in  which  the  steamer's  defence  was  that  the  people  on  board  of  her 
thought  the  Horatio  was  a  fishing  vessel,  and  that  they  had  acted  accordingly, 
and  Dr.  Lushington  in  delivering  judgment,  said,  '*  It  has  been  urged  that 
the  Birkenhead  having  previously  passed  through  several  fishing  boats,  the 
^atch  were  justified  in  supposing  the  light  on  board  the  Horatio  to  proceed 
from  a  vessel  of  a  similar  description,  and  that  the  measure  they  adopted 
vas  a  proper  measure,  and  in  accordance  with  such  a  supposition.  Consider- 
ing what  had  occurred  before,  I  do  not  think  that  it   was  an  unreasonable 
supposition  to  be  entertained  by  them.     At  the  same  time  I  would  suggest 
to  you,  gentlemen,  whether  it  would  not  have  been  a  more  prudent  and  pro- 
per measure  if,  instead  of  proceeding  in  their  course,  they  had  reversed  or 
eased  their  engines  until  they  had  ascertained  the  fact,  and  if  this  precaution 
had  been  adopted  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  collision  might  have  been 
avoided,  more  especially  as  the  Birkenhead  was  a  steam  vessel,  and  might 
have  passed  the  Horatio  on  either  side.'*     The  Trinity  masters  in  giving 
their  opinion  said  ;— "  We  think  that  proper  precaution  was  not  taken  on 
hoard  the  Birkenhead.     Being  a  steamer,  she  might  have  passed  on  either 
aide  of  the  Horatio  if  the  necessary  measures  for  so  doing  had  been  adopted." 
Another  case  was  the  Dispatch,  in  1856,  where  a  steamer  going  10  knots  an 
hour  on  a  dark  night,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Mersey,  saw  a  sail  three  points 
oo  her  port -bow  less  than  half  a  mile  distant,  and  ported  her  helm,  but  did 
not  ease  her  engines,  and  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  steamer  was  in  fault 
for  the  collision  which  ensued,  for  not  having  stopped  or  eased  her  engines, 
when  when  she  made  out  the  other  vessel,  and  that  maintaining  such  a  rate 
of  speed  was  under  the  circumstances  unwarrantable.     It  had  also  been 
decided,  in  the  case  of  the  Vivid  mail  steamer,  that  it  was  no  excuse  for  a 
vessel  steaming  at  the  rate  of  12  knots  an  hour  in  a  dark  night  that  she  was 
under  contract  to  carry  Government  mails  at  the  rate  of  13  knots  an  hour. 
His  Worship  would  thus  see  that  the  Lady  Brisbane  in  the  present  case  was 
to  be  dealt  with  very  strictly  in  the  matter  of  this  collision,  seeing  it  was 
with  a  sailing  vessel.    The  circumstances  seemed  to  be  clear  and  beyond  dis- 
pute.    The  yacht  was  sailing  slowly,  with  not  much  more  than  steerage  way, 
dose  along  the  Cumbrae  land ;  she  had  both  lights  burning,  and  a  proper 
look-out.     \^hilst  so  proceeding,  it  was  admitted  by  the  captain  of  the 
steamer,  that  about  fifteen  minutes  before  the  collision  they  saw  the  green 
or  starboard  light  of  the  yacht,  and  that  instead  of  steering  a  downward 
course  to  clear  the  light  he  had  admitted  that  they  steered  right  for  it  for  at 
least  ten  minutes.     This  manifestly  was  a  most  unjustifiable  course,  and  it 
>ttld  easily  be  believed  that  those  on  board  of  the  yacht  when  they  observed 
powerful  steamer  steering  direct  for  them  at  full  speed  would  become  per- 
;tly  paralysed,  and  in  dread  of  being  run  down,  especially  seeing  that  the 
icht  had  not  much  more  than  steerage  way.     Further  the  captain  of  the 
earner  had  admitted  that,  although  he  was  uncertain  what  kind  of  a  vessel 
was,  he  still  continued  at  full  speed  j  but  the  decision  in  one  of  the  cases 
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referred  to  showed  that  when  the  master  of  a  steamer  is  in  doubt,  be  is  lo 
stop  and  consider,  and  not  be  going  on  while  considering.  It  bad  beeo  said 
that  is  was  the  s<»eing  the  yacht's  red  light  that  caused  the  steamer  to  cross 
her  bow ;  but  as  the  master  and  pilot  of  the  steamer  had  admitted  that  ibey 
had  never  lost  sight  of  the  yacht's  green  light,  he  was  not  justified  in  nmniiig 
across  the  yacht*s  bows  when  he  had  plenty  of  room  to  pass  astern.  It  had 
been  proved,  by  credible  evidence,  that  the  yacht  was  so  close  in  to  the 
shore  that  it  was  an  imprudent  course  for  the  steamer  to  pass  inside  of  ber. 
In  the  ciicumstances,  he  suboutted  that  judgment  should  pass  in  fovoar  of 
the  yacht. 

Mr.  M^Clure,  in  replying,  said  that  although  the  sum  in  dispute  in  tbs 
case  was  small,  the  principles  involved  were  of  the  most  vital  importance  in 
a  town  like  this,  and  his  clients,  although  they  might  have  offered  some 
technical  objections,  were  rather  disposed  to  allow  the  case  to  be  fiillj  and 
speedily  investigated,  so  that  the  truth  might  come  out.  He  did  not  reqoire 
to  controvert  any  of  the  law  to  which  the  purser  had  directed  bis  Lordship's 
attention,  for  he  thought  that,  admitting  all  that  had  been  said  as  to  the  cases 
referred  to,  in  this  case  the  facts  clearly  went  to  show  that  the  yacht,  and 
not  the  steamer,  was  to  blame.  The  steamer,  as  had  been  proved  by  hia 
witnesses,  was  pursuing  her  regular  course  from  Largs  to  .>jillpart,  and 
although  she  had  poited,  as  had  been  proved,  this  was  the  proper  course  for 
the  master  to  proceed  under  the  circumstances.  While  he  saw  only  the 
green  light  of  the  yacht  he  kept  his  straight  course,  and  it  was  only  because 
the  yacht  showed  she  was  porting  by  opening  out  ber  red  light  to  the  steamer 
that  caused  him  to  port.  If  the  yacht,  after  opening  out  her  red  light,  had 
continued  to  keep  it  to  bear  upon  the  steamer,  there  would  have  been  no 
collision,  which  had  been  brought  about  by  the  yacht  starboarding,  and  so 
bringing  her  green  light  to  bear  again  upon  the  steamer.  Mr.  M^CIure  made 
some  further  observations  on  the  evidence,  and  submitted  that  the  yacht, 
not  the  steamer,  was  in  fault. 

The  Sheriff,  in  delivering  judgment,  said :— -The  question  turns  upon  the 
law  applicable  to  the  case  ;  and,  in  regard  to  the  296th  section  of  the  Mer- 
chant Shipping  Act,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  rule  is  appii- 
cable  to  the  case  of  vessels  meeting  each  other,  but  only  to  the  avoiding  of 
immediate  danger,  when  two  vessels  have  come  so  close  that  there  is  a 
chance  of  collision.     But  when  vessels  are  at  a  distance,  and  at  liberty  to 
select  their  course,  I  think  that  to  say  this  rule  is  to  be  applied  to  all  cases 
is  a  most  dangerous  error;  and  I  believe  that  this  rule,  being  applied  bHndly, 
has  been  the  cause  of  serious  errors.    There  is  another  point  1  have  no  besi* 
tation  in  laying  down,  and  that  is,  that  the  law  says  that  the  steam-vc 
having  a  power  under  perfect  control,  her  duty  is  not  to  approach  the  sail 
vessel  too  nearly,  but  to  steer  such  a  course  as  would  keep  her  clear  of 
sailing-vessel ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  rule  would 
enforced  in  courts  of  law  against  masters  of  steamers.     Masters  of  stear 
are  not  entitled  to  steer  near  a  crossing  vessel,  which,  from  want  of  w 
may  not  have  power  to  get  out  of  the  way ;  and  in  case  of  accident  aria. 
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fr^m  sucb  coDduct,  I  have  do  doubt  that  in  many  cases  the  cvlpa  wOl  be 
thrown  upon  the  Bteam*ve6seL  I  believe  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  **  con- 
duct a  steam -vessel  with  due  precaution/*  to  be  that  she  is  not  to  go  in  too 
close  proximity  to  the  saUing- vessel.  As  regards  this  case,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  "  Chance,**  at  the  time  of  the  collision,  was  nearly  be- 
oalxned ;  and  I  think  there  is  another  point  upon  which  all  are  agreed — 
namely,  that  at  the  time  of  the  collision  both  vessels  were  from  100  to  200 
yards  from  tbo  Cumbrae  shore.  When  the  steamer  left  Largs,  the  first  light 
she  saw  was  the  green  one,  and  ^e  thereby  knew  that  it  belonged  to  a 
sailing -vessel  proceeding  up  channel ;  and  it  appears  that  the  course  of  the 
steamer  was  kept  right  upon  this  green  light,  and  this  was  the  first  error  of 
the  master  ol  the  steamer,  as  his  course  was  to  have  kept  his  vessel  so  as  to 
come  astern  of  the  ^  Chance.**  It  is  quite  true  that  the  vessels  were  meeting 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  not  completely,  else  the  red  light  would  have  been 
Been  also.  When  the  steamer  had  got  half-way  across,  it  appears  that  the 
'*  Chance's**  red  light  suddenly  flashed  out,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
waa  the  case,  although  we  do  not  know  what  was  the  cause  of  it.  The 
.  flteamer^a  helm  is  then  ported  a  little,  so  as  to  bring  the  **  Chance**  upon 
her  port  bow — and  here  was,  in  my  opinion,  another  error  of  the  captain 
of  the  steamer ;  if  he  thought  there  was  any  danger  of  collision  he  should 
have  stopped  his  engines,  or  have  taken  such  a  course  as  would  have  taken 
him  dear  of  the  *'  Chance***  The  result  of  this  was,  that  the  *'  Chance** 
or  the  steadier  run  into  the  other,  which  is  immaterial,  as  in  either  case  the 
iaolt  lay  with  the  steam -veesel.  At  the  time  they  were  about  150  yards 
from  the  Cumbrae  shore,  and  my  opinion  is  that  this  was  a  position  in  which 
the  steamer  should  not  have  been,  as  it  is  out  of  the  track,  and  especially  as 
that  position  could  only  be  gained  by  crossing  the  bows  of  the  **  Chance.*' 
The  error  in  judgment  committed  by  the  master  the  **  Lady  Brisbane"  seems 
to  have  arisen  from  the  idea  that  this  rule  (296th  section)  was  imperative  on 
all  occasions,  while  had  he  understood  the  matter  rightly  he  would  have 
seen  that  it  was  his  duty  to  have  steered  a  course  which  would  have  taken 
him  clear  of  the  "  Chance.*'  On  the  two  grounds  that  this  rule  (296th  section) 
is  not  to  be  applied  in  all  circumstances,  and  that  the  **  Chance**  was  lying 
nearly  helpless,  while  the  steamer  was  perfectly  under  command,  I  consider 
that  the  steamer  sought  the  collision  by  approaching  the  ^*  Chance,"  and  I 
therefore  decree  against  the  defenders  for  the  amount  sued  for,  with  the 
expenses. 


ROYAL  BERMUDA  YACHT  CLUB  REGATTA. 

August  15th. — A  yacht  race  in  Bermuda  has  some  peculiarities.  In  the 
first  place,  the  course  is  two-thirds  a  beat  dead  to  windward  and  one-third 
a  run  dead  to  leeward.  The  stake-boats  are  placed,  one  three  nautical  miles 
dead  to  windward  of  the  other ;  and  the  yachts  starting  from  the  stake-boat 
beat  round  the  weather  one,  run  down  round  the  boat  from  which  they 
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started,  and  complete  the  race  by  beating  up  a  second  time  to  windward. 
The  time  allowed  for  difference  of  size  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  race, 
so  that  the  boat  which  tirst  rounds  the  winning  flag-boat  is  the  actual  winner 
of  the  race.  In  this  regatta  the  yachts  were  handicapped  by  area  of  canvas, 
and  time  allowed  according  to  a  scale  made  out  on  the  principle  of  giving 
6  min.  30  sec.  start  for  a  decrease  of  one-fourth  in  size  of  sails,  that  is,  a  boat 
spreading  1200  feet  of  canvas  would  give  one  spreading  900  feet  a  start  of 
6  min.  30  sec.  There  were  seven  entries  for  the  cup  race,  the  conations  of 
admission  being  that  the  boat  must  belong  to,  and  be  steered  by,  a  member 
of  the  R.B.Y.  Club.    The  yachts  started  in  the  following  order: — 

Stella,  Lieut.  Sandford ;  Violet,  J.  Martin,  Esq.;  Arrowroot,  Lieut.  Palmer ; 
Flirt,  Mr.  Trotter;  Coquette,  Capt.  Turner;  Wanderer,  Capt.  Warner; 
Undine,  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  crack  yacht  of  the  Bermudas,  the  Alarm,  was  not  entered  for  Mb 
race ;  her  owner  was  not  in  the  islands  at  the  time.  During  the  first  half 
of  the  race  no  material  change  in  the  order  of  procession  took  place  ;  bat 
just  as  all  the  yachts  had  rounded  the  weather  stake-boat,  and  set  their 
squaresails  for  the  run  to  leeward,  a  heavy  squall  came  on,  and  the  Undine 
and  Wanderer  (which  yachts  had  already  considerably  neared  their  smaUer 
competitors)  at  once  singled  themselves  out  as  victors.  The  Violet  fled  dis- 
abled to  the  dockyard ;  the  Stella  was  stripped  of  every  rag  just  in  time  to 
save  her  from  sinking.  **  Slack  away  the  main  halyards  l"  is  the  cry  oo 
board  the  Flirt,  Arrowroot,  and  Coquette. 

The  Wanderer  and  Undine  alone  keeping  up  ^hole  mainsail,  reel  onward, 
crushing  under  their  bows  a  whole  mountain  of  foam,  now  and  then  scooping 
a  great  sea  over  the  weather  bow,  which  rushes  green  over  the  whole  boat, 
but  staggering  past  their  hapless  competitors  at  such  a  speed  as  leaves  them 
(although  they  do  make  sail  again  when  the  squall  passes  over)  without  any 
chance  of  taking  the  prize.  The  race  between  the  Undine  and  the  Wan- 
derer was  exceedingly  close,  the  Undine  passing,  being  passed  by,  again 
repassing  the  other  yacht,  and  Anally  winning  by  44  seconds  a  victory 
which  was  fiurly  earned  by  the  admirable  manner  in  which  she  was  fitted  and 
sailed.    The  winning  stake-boat  was  rounded  in  the  following  order  :*-> 

Undine,  4h.  48m.  21s.;  Wanderer,  4h.  49m.  5s.;  Flirt,  4h.  54m.  558.; 
Coquette,  4h.  55m.  4s. ;  Stella,  5b.  2m.  fis. ;  Arrowroot,  not  timed ;  Vldet 
disabled. 

The  Flirt  sailed  well,  and  would  have  been  very  close  to  her  larger  an- 
tagonists had  she  not  been  compelled  to  lower  sail  in  the  squalL    The 
Arrowroot  beat  up  to  windward  the  second  time,  but  did  not  round 
stake-boat.    The  Violet  carried  away  main  and  squaresail-booms  in  ; 
squall. 
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MEMORANDA  OF  YACHT  CLUB  MEETINGS. 

Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club. — The  members  finished  the  season  by  dining 
together  at  the  Marine  Station,  on  Monday  evening,  October  1.  Commodore 
Littledale  presided,  supported  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Tetley,  in  the  vice-chair, 
the  cup  bearer  and  hon.  secretary,  and  a  good  attendance  of  members  and 
friends.  The  Commodore;  after  proposing  the  health  of  Her  Majesty,  as 
patroness  of  the  club,  next  gave  that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  Captain  Tucker,  Consul  U.S.  at  this  port,  being  one  of  the  company, 
returned  thanks  in  a  very  heartfelt  manner.  He  alluded  to  this  being  pro- 
bably the  last  time  he  should  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  club,  and  he 
could  not  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  expressing  the  very  gentlemanly 
and  kind  manner  he  had  been  received  on  various  occasions  by  the  club,  its 
worthy  Commodore,  officers,  and  members.  Business  matters  were  placed 
before  the  meeting  at  eight  p.m.  by  the  hon.  secretary,  when  Mr.  6.  C. 
Bancroft,  merchant  of  the  town,  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Marshall,  Natchez,  U.S., 
were  elected  members,  and  several  other  names  were  proposed^  for  ballot. 
The  club  intend,  during  the  winter  months,  to  extend  their  dinner  parties 
every  month  to  Liverpool,  the  present  evening  being  the  last  that  will  take 
place  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  Mersey.  The  yachts  are  now  laid  up  for 
the  season,  after  a  very  boisterous  one. 

Royal  London  Yacht  Club. — This  club  closed  their  season,  which  has  been 
this  year  a  very  successful  one,  on  Saturday,  September  29,  with  one  of  the 
most  delightful  reunions  ever  seen.     The  weather,  considering  what  it  had 
previously  been,  was  very  forbearing,  and,  consequently,  a  large  number  of 
yachts  mustered  at  Blackwall,  at  3h.  30m.,  and  at  four  started  on  their 
journey  for  Erith.    We   noticed  amongst  others,   the  Gipsy,  Mars,  Jessica, 
Violet,  Thought,  Wild  Wave,  Spray,  &c.     The  breeze  was  fair,  and  under 
its  influence  the  yachts  soon  reached  Erith,  where  their  occupants  disem- 
barked, and,  being  joined  by  others  who  had  gone  down  by  train,  proceeded 
to  the  Pier  Hotel,  where  Mr.  M*Clure  had  provided  such  a  capital  dinner  as 
to  meet  with  universal  approbation,  his  wines  also  being  much  praised. 
The  Commodore  (Mr.  Arcedeckne)  was  in  the  chair,  so  there  was,  as  usual, 
no  lack  of  conviviality  and  good  humour,  and  it  was  not  till  the  whistle  an- 
nounced the  approach  of  the  last  train  to  London  that  Mr.  M*Clure's  guests 
separated,  some  staying  in  Erith  and  proceeding  on   a  cruise  next  day. 
Major  Mayne,  Captain  Worms,  Messrs.  Barclay,  Osborne,  Powell,  Delany, 
id  others  were  amongst  those  present,  and  during  the  evening  the  following 
aats  were  ^ven,  in  addition  tu  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  ones  : — **  The 
oyal  London  Yacht  Club,"  '*  The  other  Yacht  Clubs  of  the  United  King- 
►m,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  Webster ;  "  The  Commodore,"  *'  The  Treasurer, 
up  Bearer,  and  other  Officers  of  the  Club,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  Alexander 
rossley,  cup  bearer ;  and  Mr.  Gregory,  secretary. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  club  was  held  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
aledonian  Hotel,  Adelphi,  the  Commodore,  Mr.  Arcedeckne*  in  the  chair 
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After  the  minates  of  the  previouB  meeting  had  been  read  and  aonfirmed,  Mr. 
Ingram  Pick,  of  the  yacht  Jessica^  9  tons,  was  unanimously  elected  a  noem* 
her.  Mr.  A.  Crosley  called  attention  to  the  excellence  of  the  dinner  provided 
by  Mr.  M*Clure,  of  the  Pier  Hotel,  on  the  occasion  of  the  closing  trip  of  tbe 
club,  on  the  29th  September,  and  ezpreaaed  the  aatlaiaction  himself  and 
friends  had  felt  at  the  dinner.  The  commodore  stated  that  all  meiobefv 
who  wished  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  statistics  of  tbe  club  mi^t  do  to 
by  applying  to  the  secretary. 

Yachting  IntelUgenoe, — The  Spray,  cutter,  20  tons  regbter,  formerly  the 
property  of  J.  A.  Longmore,  Esq.,  R.T.Y.C.,  left  the  Clyde  on  the  5th  Sept. 
for  Hobart  Town,  Tasmania,  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Wyse,  who  com- 
manded Lord  Dufferin's  schooner,  the  Foam,  during  his  eventful  cruise  to 
Jan  Mayer's  Island  and  Spitzbergen.  News  has  been  received  of  the  Spray's 
arrival  at  Maderia,  after  a  quick  passage  of  14  days.  She  experienced  some 
rough  weather  at  the  commencement  of  her  voyage,  but  maintained  the  high 
character  for  sea-going  qualities  she  had  earned  during  her  former  voyagea. 
She  has  been  purchased  by  Duncan  M'Pherson,  Esq.,  an  extensive  merchant 
and  shipowner,  of  Hobart  Town,  whose  son  is  Commodore  of  the  Derwent 
Yacht  Club,  and  whose  flag  she  is  to  carry.  We  trust  she  may  be  as  fortu- 
nate in  the  latter  part  of  her  voyage  as  she  has  been  in  the  part  already 
accomplished.  If  Captain  Wyse  succeeds  in  his  arduous  task,  the  Spray 
will  be  the  smallest  vessel,  we  believe,  that  has  yet  made  the  voyage  to 
Australia. 

The  celebrated  little  Thames  Clipper,  Julia,  8  tons,  is  also  en  route  for 
Sydoeyf  having  been  sold  for  a  good  sum  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  yacht 
club  there.    We  calculate  she  will  rather  astonish  the  natives  if  properly 
bandied.  Unless  some  new  star  appear  next  season  the  Violet  wiU  be  cham- 
pion of  the  wee  pets. 

Earl  Rosse  has  become  the  possessor  of  the  Titania,  late  the  property  of 
the  lamented  Robbrt  Stephenson,  Esq.,  and  his  lordship's  former  craft,  the 
Themis,  is  in  Inman*s  hands  for  sale. 


OBITUARY. 
It  is  with  deep  regret  we  record  the  demise  of  Joseph  Gree,  Esq.,  owner  of 
the  Gloriana  schoooner.  This  gentleman  was  greatly  devoted  to  yachting, 
and  until  two  or  three  years  back  was  an  active  member  of  the  Pleasure 
Navy,  When  the  Royal  Yorkshire  Yacht  Club  was  first  established  he  was 
elected  one  of  its  officers,  which  he  continued  fbr  some  years.  We  have  butt 
one  of  our  first  and  most  staunch  supporters. 


NoTiOB  TO  CosRBsroMDxiiTs.— In  answer  to  several  correspondents,  we  d  1 
shortly  bring  the  Question  of  Measurement  forward,  when  we  hope  those  in  - 
ested  will  take  part  in  the  disoussioD. 


All  eommunicaiians  to  be  addrested  to  the  Editor,  6,  Nem  Chwreh  St^  A     7 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

Yaohtsmen  will  observe  that  in  draughting  fore  and  aft  sails,  the 
depths  of  the  gores  are  obtained  as  indicated  in  plate  43  ;  but  there 
is  an  addition  to  these  so  obtained  depths  to  be  made,  without  which 
the  sail  cannot  be  properly  cut  out :  at  page  477*  Chap,  xii,  occurs 
the  passage  **  And  the  breadth  of  the  seams  of  each  cloth  allowed 
for  eating  in  seaming;'*  to  determine  then  the  proper  allowance  for 
the  breadth  of  the  seam  in  the  cutting  out  of  fore  and  aft  sails  con- 
stitutes one  of  the  most  important  details  of  sail-making ;  in  fact 
upon  it  depends  the  proper  and  effective  sit  of  the  saiU  after  all  other 
necessary  requirements  are  complied  with.  Suppose  a  sail  were  cut 
out  cloth  by  cloth  according  to  the  depths  of  the  gores  found  from  a 
sail  draught,  without  an  allowance  being  previously  made  for  the 
eating  in  of  the  seams,  when  the  sail  was  sewn  together  it  would 
not  correspond  with  the  draught,  and  would  be  found  girted  from 
the  clew  to  the  throat.     In  all  sails  that  are  cut  with  a  great  amount 

*  Continued  from  page  479. 
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of  gore  on  the  luff,  head,  and  foot,  such  as  fore  and  aft  mainsaila,  or 
gaff-topsails ;  or  on  the  luff  and  foot  only  as  jibs  and  stay  foresails; 
or  any  sails  or  parts  of  sails  that  are  cut  with  much  gore,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  a  graduated  table  whereby  to  determine  tbe 
correct  extra  lenghts  to  be  allowed  for  eating  in  of  the  seams  pre- 
Tiously  to  cutting  the  gores.  Such  a  table  forms  the  basis  of  the 
entire  system  of  cutting  out  sails,  and  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
a  traverse  table — and  in  fact  when  such  a  table  is  not  at  hand,  bj 
taking  the  traverse  table  of  any  book  on  Navigation,  making  tbe 
dipth  of  a  gore  in  inches,  and  the  mdth  of  the  canvas  (18  or  24 
inches  as  the  case  may  be)  as  difference  of  latitude  and  departuie, 
the  length  of  the  gore  will  be  found  in  the  distance  column,  and  in 
the  same  page,  corresponding  to  the  width  of  the  seam,  in  the  de- 
parture column,  the  extra  length  of  selvage  will  be  found  as  difference 
of  latitude. 

In  my  next -Chapter  I  shall  give  a  table  of  this  nature  which  may 
be  found  useftil  to  yachtsman* 

There  is  no  sail  on  board  a  yacht  that  requires  more  attention  in 
the  construction  and  making  than  a  jib.     If  a  jib  when  set  does  not 
do  its  work  properly,  the  vessel  is  sailing  under  mainsail  and  foresail 
alone,  and  the  tiller  does  the  work  the  jib  should  perform,  with  the 
addition  of  rendering  the  rudder  a  heavy  drag  upon  the  craft.     The 
size  of  the  respective  jibs  depends  much  upon  the  draught  of  water 
of  a  vessel  forward ;  if  a  vessel  draws  nearly  the  same  depth  of  water 
forward  that  she  does  aft,  she  will  take  as  large  a  jib  as  the  length 
of  her  bowsprit  and  hoist  to  the  jib-halyard  blocks  will  admit  oij 
that  is  when  close  hauled  in  a  moderately  fresh  breeze,  for  a  craft 
with  a  deep  fore  foot  has  generally  a  tendency  to  '*  gripe**  or  ran 
up  into  the  wind,  and  in  order  to  eounteract  this  tendency  large  head 
sail  must  be  carried,  or  else  the  rudder  is  brought  into  play  with  an 
effect  prejudicial  to  the  attainment  of  the  maximum  speed.     With 
a  vessel  of  shallow  draught  forward  the  contrary  is  the  case,  she  will 
work  best  with  a  small  neatly  cut  jib ;  this  therefore  should  be  borne 
in  mind  when  draughting  such  sails.     In  turning  to  windward  a  weU 
cut  and  standing  jib  will  sit  as  flat  and  steady  as  if  carved  out  of  a 
sheet  of  ivory,  and  will  take  a  vessel  up  to  her  work  three  feet  to  the 
one,  a  badly  cut  sail  will  do :  a  faulty  jib  on  a  wind  will  exhibit  a 
strong  girt  across  its  body,  extending  from  the  clew  to  the  luff  rope, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  either  a  slack-drumming  afUr  leech*  or 
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a  loose  flapping  foot»  or  both  combined;  and  the  wind  cannot  act 
upon  such  a  sail  with  anything  approaching  to  proper  effect :  to 
avoid  diis  girt  strain  therefore  and  to  obtain  a  handsome  flat  standing 
effective  sail,  thicee  things  must  be  borne  in  mind,  inattention  to  any 
one  of  which  will  ensure  faulty  results: — 

1st — ^Xhe  angle  the  jib-sheet  holes  make  with  the  luff  rope  of  the 
jib. 

2nd — ^That  the  crown  of  the  roach  in  the  luff  of  the  jib  should  be 
eouLctly  opposite  the  strain  upon  the  clew  of  the  sail. 

3rd — ^That  the  clew  of  the  sail  is  never  below,  and  but  moderately 
above  a  straight  line  drawn  from  the  jib-sheet  hole  to  the  luff  rope 
of  the  jib. 

For,  the  angle  which  the  jibnsheet  hole  makes  with  the  luff  rope 
indicates  the  position  and  direction  of  the  greatest  transverse  strain 
on  the  sail;  and  if  the  roach  is  not  cut  upon  the  sail  so  that  the 
crown  or  centre  of  it  shall  meet  this  strain,  the  sail  will  be  girted 
across,  and  a  slack  after  leech,  or  flapping  foot,  or  both  will  be  pro- 
duced ;  and  if  the  clew  be  cut  so  as  to  hang  below  this  line  a  slack 
and  drumming  leech  will  be  the  result,  or  if  too  high  above  it  a 
flapping  and  useless  foot.  Conjointly  with  these  particular  points 
the  width  and  taper  of  the  seams  at  the  foot  of  the  sail  must  be  pro- 
portioned to  assist  this  transverse  strain  in  making  the  sail  to  stand 
perfectly  flat,  as  indicated  in  Mr.  Sadler's  plan  of  the  foot  seams  of 
a  mainsail,  for  which  see  ptcUe  42. 

To  those  who  may  not  be  sufficiently  versed  in  technical  phraseo- 
logy, I  may  explain,  that  the.term  '*  Roach"  indicates  an  arc,  or 
portion  of  an  arc  of  a  circle  cut  upon  the  luff  of  a  jib,  in  order  to 
give  a  portion  of  slack  cloth  to  meet  the  powerful  strain  exercised  by 
the  jib  sheet, — when  the  sail  is  trimmed  by  the  wind;  if  a  jib  were 
cut  without  the  roach,  {i.e.  straight  by  the  luff  rope)  the  sail  would 
be  girted  across  from  the  clew  to  the  luff  rope  despite  of  all  other 
precautions,  a  hollow  in  the  head  and  foot  of  the  sail  would  be  pro- 
ducedy  and  such  a  cut  jib  would  be  very  liable  to  split  in  a  strong 
wind,  besides  being  otherwise  a  faulty  and  ineffectual  sail:  this 
roach'  however  must  not  be  overdone,  so  as  to  give  too  much  slack, 
as  then  the  sail  ^uld  be  hollow  bodied  with  a  taut  after  leech  and 
girted  foot,  and  having  a  tendency  to  split  up  from  the  foot  or  across 
the  leech,  and  like  a  bellying  mainsail,  next  to  useless  on  a  wind. 
The  roach  or  arc  should  be  sudden,  and  as  I  before  stated,  imme- 
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diatelj  opposite  the  strain  from  the  clew,  and  should  then  taper  away 
to  the  head  and  the  tack  of  the  sail»  after  the  manner  of  a  parabola. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  the  necessity  of  determining  the 
proper  position  of  the  jib  sheet  holes,  and  the  eye  bolts  for  the  fore 
sheet  standing  blocks ;  this  is  a  matter  too  often  n^lected,  and  no 
matter  how  well  jibs  and  foresails  may  be  cut,  unless  they  can  be 
trimmed  at  a  corresponding  effective  angle  with  the  mainsail,  the 
yessel  is  not  benefitted  by  the  maximum  of  their  effect,  and  conse- 
quently either  much  motive  power  is  lost,  or  the  speed  of  the  vessel 
indirectly  retanled:  for,  should  the  jib  or  foresail  be  trimmed  at  a  more 
acute  angle  with  the  keel  of  the  vessel  than  the  mainsail  is,  then  it 
acts  upon  the  vessel  as  if  the  weather  sheet  was  hauled  up  and  the 
sail  hauled  partly  to  windward ;  and  if  trimmed  at  a  greater  angle 
a  considerable  amount  of  its  power  is  lost. 

These  are  matters  that  should  be  carefully  Atended  to  during  the 
building  of  a  vessel ;  or  if  not  correctly  determined  at  that  time, 
should  be  altered  when  she  becomes  the  property  of  an  owner  that 
knows  the  difference. 

To  determine  these  points  a  line  should  he  drawn  upon  the  deck 
corresponding  to  the  middle  of  the  keel,  and  the  effective  angles  to 
be  formed  by  the  Mainsail,  Foresail,  and  Jib,  laid  off  irom  it,  the 
most  effective  position  for  leading  the  fore  and  jib  sheets  can  be  thus 
very  simply  ascertain^d. 

(To  he  continued.) 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY  OF  A  SEAMAN.* 

The  second  volume  of  this  work  was  hardly  dry  from  the  press  when 
its  great  author  was  suddenly  called  out  of  life.  He  lived  long  enough 
to  vindicate  his  character  and  hand  down  an  unblemished  name  to  pos- 
terity, but  he  was  denied  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  how  the  public 
received  this  second  volun^e  of  his  life.  Long  ago,  indeed,  he  was 
acquitted  of  the  foul  accusations  brought  against  him,  by  those  for  whose 
good  opinion  he  cared  most,  and  his  wrongs  redressed  as  much  as  such 
wrongs  can  be  redressed ;  but  a  large  portion  of  the  public  who  cared 
little  and  knew  less  about  him,  who  had  heard  of  his  trial  and  sentence, 
and  had  never  heard  of  his  being  afterwards  declared  innocent,  and  his 
honours  being  restored  to  him,  still  thought  of  him  only  as  a  pirate  and 

*  Autobiography  by  Earl  of  Dunionald. 
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a  robber  when  they  thought  of  him  at  all»  and  only  mentioned  his  name 
as  one  who  had  been  convicted  of  swindling  long  ago.  It  is  with  plea- 
sure, therefore,  that  we  see  the  publication  of  the  second  volume  of  a 
work  which  must  insure  the  respect  and  admiration  of  future  generations 
for  the  high  and  noble  qualities  of  him  who  wrote  it.  The  vigour  of 
the  author's  mind,  preserved  to  such  an  advanced  age  is  strongly  marked 
in  this  book.  The  materials  are  carefully  arranged  and  well  put  toge- 
ther, there  is  no  undue  weight  given  to  unimportant  subjects,  the  style 
is  admirably  suited  to  the  matter,  the  author  seems  to  have  hit  the 
happy  mean  between  egotism  and  the  pride  that  apes  humility  so  neces- 
sary, and  at  the  same  time  so  difficult  to  one  who  recounts  his  own 
history. 

Lord  Dundonald  was  a  connecting  link  between  two  great  ages.  He 
was  the  only  man  who  united  in  himself  the  courage,  the  keen  sagacity 
and  inflexible  determination  of  the  days  when  our  ships  were  n«ade  of 
wood  and  our  Admirals  *of  iron,  to  the  spirit  of  progress  and  invention 
of  the  present  time,  when  our  ships  are  made  of  iron  and  our  Admirals 
of  wood.  He  possessed  fertility  of  device,  readiness  of  action,  and  cool- 
ness in  danger,  as  much  as  Nelson  himself,  at  the  same  time  he  was 
continually  inventing  and  improving,  projecting  schemes  for  destroying 
the  enemy,  and  labouring  to  do  away  with  the  abuses  of  the  navy, 
whether  cruising  in  his  14  gun  brig,  or  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  or  unemployed  at  home,  his  restless  mind  was  always  at  work 
for  his  country's  good,  his  zeal  unchecked  by  opposition,  and  his  ardour 
undamped  by  ingratitude  and  ill-treatment,  ilis  only  fault — if  it 
deserves  to  be  so  called —was^  that  he  was  too  indignant  at  injustice 
from  his  superiors;  too  ready  to  espouse  the  cause  of  his  friends  who  had 
been  unfairly  treated;  too  loud  in  denouncing  abuses  in  those  days  of 
political  corruption  and  jobbery:  he  might  have  done  moie  good  had  he 
waited  his  opportunities  and  not  make  himself  obnoxious  until  he  was  in 
a  position  to  defy  the  enmity  of  less  honest  men,  but  we  should  rather 
pity  than  blame  him  for  his  want  of  success.  Indeed  he  is  to  be  the 
more  admired  for  this,  that  even  for  a  worthy  end  he  would  not  deviate 
in  the  smallest  degree  from  what  he  thought  to  be  his  duty. 

Lord  Cochrane^s  father  originally  intended  him  for  the  army,  and, 
notwithstanding  his  son's  preference  for  the  sea,  procured  for  him  a 
commission  in  his  Majesty's  104th  regiment.  Here  his  proud  spirit  was 
roused  by  being  placed  under  the  tyranny  of  a  drill  seijeant,  his  hair 
cut  about  and  tortured  into  a  queue,  his  neck  compressed  in  a  tight 
leather  stock,  and  one  day  being  mobbed  by  some  boys  near  Northum- 
berland House,  he  rushed  home  and  besought  his  father  to  let  him  go  to 
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•ea  with  hti  trnole*  for  which  request  his  ears  were  boxed, 
however,  after  several  years  that  the  boy's  resolation  was  unshaken ,  his 
fisther  gave  him  the  required  permission  of  which  he  gladly  avuled 
hioiself,  and  began  his  naval  career  on  board  his  uncle's  frigate,  the 
"Hind,*'  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  a  half,  rather  old  for  a  midahip* 
man  in  those  days.  For  several  years  he  cruised  with  his  uncle,  aod  in 
1797  was  appointed  lieutenant  to  the  *'  Resolution,"  soon  afterwards  he 
joined  Lord  Keith  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  officer,  being  pleased 
with  him  on  several  occasions,  recommended  him  for  promotion,  and 
Lord  Cochrane  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  "  Speedy.'* 

This  little  vessel  was  a  sloop  of  war  measuring  only  158  tons,  and 
carrying  fourteen  guns — ^four  pounders,  and  although  Lord  Cocfarane 
got  two  larger  guns  for  bow  and  stem  chasers,  he  was  obliged  to  discard 
them,  finding  the  vessel  too  weak  to  stand  the  concussion   when  thej 
were  discharged:  he  one  day  by  way  of  burlesque  walked  the  deck  with 
the  whole  broadside  of  shot  in  his  coat  pocketa.  The  cabin  accommodation 
was  80  small  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  his  head  up  through  the  sky- 
light to  shave.     It  was  in  this  vessel  that  he  first  began  to  show  that 
coolness  and  daring  valour  which  afterwards  made  him  so  remarkable. 
Once  when  caught  by  a  large  Spanish  frigate  which  had  been  sent  to 
look  out  for  him,  he  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy  by  pasdng  off 
the  *'  Speedy"  as  a  Danish  brig,  and  prevented  their  boats  from  boarding 
by  hoisting  the  quarantine  flag.     On  another  occasion  he  captured,  by 
boarding,  a  frigate  of  four  times  his  size  and  six  times  thte  number  of 
men.     He  took  50  vessels  during  the  thirteen  months  in  which   be 
cruised  in  the  Speedy,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  himself  taken 
after  a  most  obstinate  resistance,  by  three  French  line-of-battle  ships. 
On  presenting  his  sword  to  the  captain  of  the  Dessaiz,  that    oflioer 
returned  it  to  him  saying,  that  "  he  would  not  accept  the  sword  of  an 
officer  who  had  for  so  many  hours  struggled  against  impossibility.'* 
He  was  soon  however,  released  on  parole,  and  finally  exchanged  for  the 
captain  of  the  San  Antonio.     The  capture  of  the  Gamo  by  the  Speedy 
before  alluded  to,  is  one  of  the  most  daring  actions  on  record,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  was  the  occasion  for  the  commencement  of  the  most 
bitter  hatred  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  towards  Lord  Cochrane,  for 
when  that  officer  applied  for  promotion  in  the  usual  manner  for  his  first 
lieutenant,  Parker,  Lord  St.  Vincent  replied  ^  that  the  number  of  men 
killed  on  board  the  Speedy  during  the  action  was  too  small  to  warrant 
the  application;"  whereupon  Lord  Cochrane  answered  "that  Lord  St 
Vincent's  grounds  for  not  promoting  lieutenant  Parker  were  in  diiect 
opposition  to  his  own  promotion  to  the  peerage,  for  in  the  action  from 
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\rhich  his  lordship  had  derived  his  title,  there  was  only  one  man  killed 
on  hoard  his  own  ship."  This  answer  Lord  Cochrane  tells  os  "  caused 
his  name  to  he  put  on  the  hlack  books  of  the  Admiralty,  nerer  to  he 
erased."  From  this  peried  we  date  the  commencement  of  that  sad  and 
painful  history  of  political  enmity  and  persecution  which  followed  Lord 
Cochrane  ever  afterwards,  hlackening  his  character,  cramping  his  ^aer* 
gies,  and  refusing  him  the  hard  earned  rewards  of  his  valour,  and  which 
to  use  his  own  words,  "  embittered  a  long  life  and  even  made  the  fail* 
ings  of  age  premature."  Truly  this  is  one  of  the  saddest  parts  of  the 
naval  history  of  our  country.  We  read  only  a  long  series  of  acts  of  the 
grossest  injustice  to  Lord  Cochrane,  broken  here  and  there  by  records 
of  deeds  of  valour  and  cunning  stratagem  which  serve  only  to  show  us 
how  valuable  were  the  services  thus  lightly  discarded,  and  ho#  great 
was  the  man  so  pitilessly  hunted  down. 

Lord  Cochrane  was  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Pallas,  and  then  to 
the  Imperieuse,  in  which  vessel  he  did  considerable  service  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. On  his  return  home  he  was  sent  for  by  the  first  Lord  of  th^ 
Admiralty  in  connection  with  a  projected  scheme  against  Rochfort^  he 
laid  his  plans  before  the  Admiralty  for  destroying  the  French  fleet  and 
they  being  approved  of,  he  was  forced  to  take  the  command  of  carrying 
them  out.  His  designs— as  almost  every  one  knows— succeeded  so  well 
that  the  whole  French  fleet  might  have  been  destroyed  but  for  the  timid* 
ity  and  indecision  of  Lord  Gambler.  As  it  was,  little  was  done>  and 
Cochrane  indignant  and  sick  at  heart  at  the  grand  opportunity  which 
he  had  afforded  being  thrown  away,  returned  to  England  to  find  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Gambier  was  about  to  be  moved,  he  at  ouoe 
resolved  to  oppose  it,  not  considering  that  officer  entitled  to  any  praise^ 
but  rather  blame.  Lord  Mulgrave  remonstrated  and  told  Lord  Cochrane 
that  he  would  only  make  enemies  for  himself  and  that  it  would  bring 
discredit  on  the  Admirality,  and  that  the  people  Were  very  well  pleased 
with  what  had  been  done.  '  This  was  all  very  true,  but  the  fact  was^ 
that  the  people  did  not  know  what  had  not  been  done,  and  it  would 
never  do  for  Lord  Cochrane  to  let  it  out  that  the  business  had  been  mis- 
managed, he  however,  persevered,  and  Lord  Gambier  demanded  a  court 
martial,  which  after  some  delay — in  order  to  enable  him  to  get  up  his 
defence— was  granted.  This  mockery  of  a  trial  in  which  false  charts 
were  substituted  for  true,  facts  dist«)rted  and  precedents  violated,  brought 
the  full  weight  of  Ministerial  displeasure  on  the  devoted  head  of  Lord 
Cochrane,  and  be  it  told  with  grief  and  shame,  that  not  until  a  few 
years  ago  was  he  allowed  the  means  of  clearing  his  character  in  regard 
to  that  transaction.     He  was  henceforth  looked  on  as  a  marked  man. 
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refused  employment,  and  treated  with  contempt  and  insoit,  until 
sity  demanded  the  services  of  the  only  man  who  could  save  the  flag  of 
his  country  from  disgrace.  Even  then,  when  just  about  to  sail  against 
the  enemy »  he  was  accused  of  participating  in  the  Stock  Exchange  hoax, 
brought  to  trial,  found  guilty  hy  a  packed  jury,  and  sentenced  by  a 
judge  who  was  only  too  glad  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  wreaking  ven- 
geance on  the  enemy  of  the  corrupt  party  to  which  he  belonged*  Lord 
Cochrane  was  thrown  into  prison,  his  ribbon  of  the  Bath  taken  frooi 
him,  and  himself  expelled  from  Parliament;  his  constituents  however, 
re-elected  him,  and  he  broke  out  of  prison  and  again  took  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Every  one  now  knows  that  he  was  innocent 
of  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  but  no  reparation  was  ever 
made,  the  stigma  was  never  taken  off,  and  the  victim  of  party  hatred, 
whose  life  of  suffering  to  his  country,  died  without  being  declared 
innocent. 

We  understand  that  Lord  Dundon aid's  views  of  the  nadonal  defence 
^ere  to  have  been  set  forth  at  length  in  a  third  volume  of  his  autobiogra* 
phy.  It  is  indeed  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not  live  to  accomplish 
this.  Perhaps  no  man  was  ever  more  competent  to  dictate  the  best 
means  of  defence  against  invasion.  He  had  a  long  experience  of  naval 
and  coast  warfare,  which  would  have  prevented  him  from  fBLlling"  into 
errors  to  which  less  experienced  commanders  are  liable.  He  possessed 
a  remarkable  genius  for  expedients  and  devices,  and  we  cannot  bat 
think  that  his  invariable  success  resulted  from  the  tact  and  ability  with 
which  he  formed  his  plans,  as  much  as  Irom  his  consummate  valour. 
We  cannot  therefore  too  highly  prize  what  little  he  has  written  on  so 
important  a  subject.  His  words  perhaps,  will  hereafter  be  quoted  and 
weight  given  to  them.  The  hand  that  penned  them  is  now  still  for 
ever.  That  brave  kind  heart  has  ceased  to  throb.  He  has  closed  in 
peace  a  long  life  of  toil  and  suffering,  and  we  can  only  regret  the  past^ 
it  is  too  late  to  mend  it. 

D.  P. 
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CRUISE  TO  THE  NORTHERN  LOCHS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Frotitino  by  previous  experience,  of  the  advaatage  of  long  days,  and 
short  nights,  when  cruising:  about  the  Northern  Lochs  of  Scotland,  we 
left  our  moorings,  in  the  Clyde,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-first 
day  of  June— the  longest  day  in  the  year.  Weather  proved  favourable 
during  the  night,  and  early  the  following  morning,  we  found  our- 
selves safely  anchored  in  the  Campbelton  Harbour,  into  which  our 
skipper,  who  has  navigated  the  locality  from  early  life,  and  is  quite 
learned  in  its  weather  prognostics,  had  deemed  it  prudent  to  run,  assign- 
ing as  a  reason  for  doing  so,  that  a  gale  was  at  hand, — in  confirmation 
of  which,  he  called  our  attention  to  a  peculiar  sound,  resembling  that  of 
innumerable  chariots  in  motion,  in  a  distant  city, — which  he  informed 
us,  was  caused  by  the  roar  of  the  sea,  breaking  into  Machrihanish  Bay, 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Peninsula  of  Cantyre,  on  which  indication, 
and  on  other  cogent  reasonings  his  opinion  was  founded.  Having  every 
confidence  in  his  experience  and  judgment,  in  such  matters,  we  willingly 
remained  at  anchor,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we  did  so.  About  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  stiff  breeze  came  on,  from  the  south-west,  which 
gradually  increased  until  evening,  when  it  backed  round  to  the  south- 
east, with  redoubled  force— setting  directly  into  the  harbour,  which 
being  all  but  land-locked,  we  rode  through  the  gale  without  incon- 
venience. A  fieet  of  about  one  hundred  herring  smacks,  which  had 
ventured  out  early  in  the  evening,  were  driven  back,  about  two  hours 
af^rwards. 

It  was  a  most  exciting  spectacle  to  see  them  rushing  into  the  harbour, 
some  under  bare  poles,  some  with  foresail  only*  all  with  the  smallest 
possible  amount  of  canvas  exposed,  in  various  modifications,  suggested, 
no  doubt,  by  former  experience,  and  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of  each 
boat.  The  skilful  manner  with  which  they  were  managed — called  forth 
our  admiration,  and,  in  several  instances,  was  so  remarkable,  that  we 
oonld  not  resist  giving  them  a  cheering  bravo  I  as  they  came  round  to 
wind  and  dropped  anchor.  The  storm  appeared  to  have  subsided  during 
the  night,  but  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  re-commenced  with 
additional  violence,  blowing  from  the  north-west,  when  it  became 
necessary  to  put  out  a  second  anchor.  About  mid-day,  the  gale  abated 
considerably,  and  by  midnight  had  so  far  calmed  down,  that  our  skip- 
per proposed  to  weigh  anchor,  and  take  advantage  of  the  tide,  which 
was,  then,  favourable  to  our  going  round  the  Mull. 

By  one  o'clock  we  were  fairly  under  way.  The  wind  was  very  light, 
and  our  progress  very  slow.     We  were  off  Paterson  Rocks  about  five 
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o'clock  in  the  morning,  towards  which  the  aet  of  the  tide  was  driltiiig 
the  yacht,  bat  which  was  averted  by  a  little  timely  asnstanoe  from  the 
yacht's  boat.  We  passed  Sanda  Island  npar  enough  to  notice  a  pecofiar 
natural  arch  of  rock  at  the  east  end  of  it,  on  which  is  a  light-hoose^ 
forming  an  exceedingly  picturesque  object,  highly  suggestive  of  thoee 
peculiar  designs  which  are  frequently  met  with  on  old  china  waio  an 
arched  rock,  surmounted  with  a  pagoda. 

When  rounding  the  Mull,  we  observed  the  wreck  of  a  vessel,  wliieh 
had   gone    upon    the    rocks    near    Deas    Point,    the    previous   daj* 
Vortunately  no  lives  were  lost.     The  sight  of  which,  however,  althoagh 
A  melancholy  one— ^iisposed  us  to  appreciate  our  skippei's   weatber- 
wisdom,  and  willingly  to  admit  that  we  were  considerably  indebted  to  it 
for  our  agreeable  security  during  the  gale,  the  barometer  having  failed 
to  g^ve  any  marked  indications  of  its  approach— which  may  be  aoooanted 
for  by  the  iSust,  which  we  af^rwards  learned,  that  the  atmoepherical 
disturbance  was  only  locaL     Much  has  been  said  about  supplying  YUtt* 
ing  Stations  with  barometers,  the  utility  of  which  is  unquestionable.    In 
this  instance,  however,  it  might  be  argued^  and  with  some  show  of  reason, 
that  a  barometer  might  not  have  been  serviceable.     Such  cases  may 
occur,  but  the  exception  should  not  be  taken  as  a  rule.     It  w  very  pro- 
bable that  those  for  whose  advantage  they  may  be  intended,  ought  be 
some  time  in  acquiring  a  8uffi<aent  knowledge  of  the  instrument  to  be 
capable  of  interpreting  its  indications  correctly,  but  it  would  ultimately 
become  a  most  valuable  adjunct  to  the  traditionary  weather  prognostics 
with  which  they  are  at  present  fiuniliar-^one  serving  to  verify  die 
other.     When  rounding  the  Mull,  tide  was  running  strongly  against  us» 
which  gready  retarded  our  progress,  and  for  several  hours  we  made  no 
perceptible  way,  altiiough  with  a  fair  wind,  and  all  sail  set     When 
the  tide  turned,  the  wind,  unfortunately  foil  off,  nevertheless  we  mada 
connderable  progress  by  force  of  the  tide  only,  which  carried  us  well  up 
CKgha  Sound,  where  we  were  suddenly  overtaken  by  a  heavy  squall 
from  the  east,  and  were  furiously  driven  near  to  the  Bay  of  Crinan^ 
where  we  found  a  refuge  in  a  small  creek,  rather  difficult  to  enter, 
but  well  sheltered,  and  is  known  to,  and  frequented  by  fishing  and  coast- 
ing vessels.     We  left  there  by  Uie  morning  tide— witii  a  stiff  breeae 
—-both  in  our  fovour,  and  made  a  most  satisfoctory  run  to  Oban,  arriving 
there  early  in  the  evening,  where  we  met  with  our  lady  friends^  who 
had  preferred  to  travel  by  steamer.     We  passed  a  few  very  pleasant  days 
together,  makmg  short  cruises  in  the  locality— than  which,  nothbg 
could  be  more  interesting,  or  delightful.     On  the  fourth  of  July«  the 
Indies  of  our  party  left  Oban,  by  steamer,  for  Clyde^  and  immediately 
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after  thdr  departure^  we  wmghed  aoohor  for  Loch  Etire,  an  iolet  of 
the  8ea»  navigable  only,  with  safetj,  onder  the  direction  of  an  experienced 
pilot,  which  we  had  already  secured.  Having  several  hours  to  wait  for 
the  tide,  at  the  full  of  which,  only,  could  the  yacht  pass  safely  over  the 
Falls  of  Connal,  at  the  entrance  of  Loch  EUve,  we  availed  ourselves 
of  the  interval,  to  cruise  in  the  Bay  of  Ardmncknish,  where  we  went 
ashore,  and  visited  Loch  Nell  House,  a  deserted  mansion,  belonging  to  a 
deaoendent  of  General  Campbell,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  about 
nine  years  ago,  and,  being  the  third  time  a  similar  accident  had  hap* 
pened,  the  present  proprietor  has  not  had  sufficient  courage  to  re*  build 
it.  Our  pilot,  in  order  to  give  us  an  idea  of  its  impurtanoe,  informed 
OS  that, ''  There  was  a  window  for  every  day  in  the  year,  in  the  grand 
house,  and  that  it  had  cost  a  world  of  money,  beyond  which  we  learned 
nothing  worthy  of  remark.  Leaving  Loch  Nell,  we  proceeded  to  Dun- 
ataffnage  Bay,  where  there  is  excellent  anchorage,  and  scenery  beauti- 
lully  picturesque.  The  entrance  to  it  is  a  little  difficult,  and  should  not 
be  attempted  for  the  first  time  without  a  pilot. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  again  weighed  anchor,  and  in 
about  half  an  hour  reached  the  Falls  of  Connal,  which  were  passed 
safely,  and  pleasantly.  Our  pilot  having  calculated  so^exaoUyJthe^proper 
moment  to  attempt  the  passage:  on  our  arrival  at  the  critical  point,  the 
tide  was  just  on  the  turn,  and  when  passing  oyer  the  reef  nothing  more 
was  observable  than  small  eddying  whirlpools.  In  ftict,  had  we  not 
been  previously  informed  that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  making  the 
passage,  and  had  *we  not  before  us  unmistakeable  and  vinble  evidence 
thereof,  in  the  topmost  spars  of  a  small  vessel,  which  had  been  lost  near 
to  the  reef,  about  a  month  previous,  and  which  stood  above  the  surface 
of  the  waters,  like  a  warning  beacon,  we  might  have  concluded  that 
none  existed. 

We  passed  the  lasser  falls  of  Connal  a  little  higher  up  the  Loch,  with 
the  same  success. 

From  the  lower  end  of  the  Loch  to  Bunawe,  where  the  river  Awe 
flows  into  it — distant  about  nine  miles,  the  scenery  is  charmingly  diver* 
sified  with  hanging  woods,  and  heather-covered  hills;  some  of  which 
are  remarkably  verdant,  and  cultivated  to  the  mai^in  of  the  Loch,  the 
width  of  which  alternately  widening  and  contracting — ^by  undulating 
promontories  projecting  into  it,  presents  some  of  the  most  pleasing 
and  picturesque  views  to  be  met  with  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland. 

From  Bunawe  to  the  head  of  Loch  Etive  the  scene  presents  a 
totally  different  aspect  and  character,  folly  justifying  that  implied  by  its 
gaelic  name,  signifying  '*  Wild  Region." 
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As  we  progressed  upwards,  it  became  more  and  more  desolate  and 
solitary,  gradually  contracting  in  width,  and  the  rocky  bases  of  tbe 
mountains  becoming  more  perpendicular,  casting  their  black  shadows  on 
to  its  dark  and  deep  waters,  the  average  depth  of  which,  is  said  to  be 
one  hundred  fiithoms.  One  place,  formerly  said  to  be  unfathomable, 
has  recently  been  sounded  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  fathoms,  or,  nearly 
seven  hundred  yards  !  Ben  Cruachan  reigns  here  king  over  all  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  whose  summit  is  said  to  rise  about  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Loch,  its  base  ex- 
tending over  a  circumference  of  twenty-four  miles,  and  is  visible  firom 
every  part  of  the  Loch.  Then  comes  Ben  Starive,  which  may  be  justly 
ranked  as  a  prince  amongst  mountains,  having  an  elevation  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  feet;  then  comes  Ben  Nan-aighean,  then  Ben 
Chavirach,  Ben  Katlan,  and  others  with  equally  unpronounceable  namesy 
and  of  various  degrees  of  importance  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  The 
winds  are  especially  wild,  at  one  time  not  a  breath  of  air  would  be  per- 
ceptible, the  waters  smooth  as  glass,  suddenly  a  squall  would  strike  the 
yacht's  sails,  and  lay  her  on  her  beam  ends ;  next  moment  she  would 
stand  perfectly  upright  with  sails  flapping;  this  happened  again  and 
again,  and  yet  we  had  what  may  be  8o  considered,  very  favourable 
weather.  It  must  be,  as  our  pilot  assured  us,  '*  an  aufu'  place  in  foul 
weather.*' 

As  we  approached  the  head  of  the  Loch,  it  appeared  to  us  like  enter- 
ing a  mysterous  dark,  /larrow  gulf,  rendered  still  more  impressive  by 
the  perfect  silence  which  reigned,  and  by  the  entire  absence  of  animal 
life»  in  fact  the  shores  were  generally,  so  steep  and  rugged,  that  human 
foot  could  not  safely  tread  them.  We  had  a  most  successful  run  up  the 
Loch,  having  accomplished  the  whole  length,  twenty-four  miles,  in  aboat 
three  hours.  We  anchored  at  the  head  of  the  Loch,  at  a  few  fathoms 
from  land,  in  fifteen  fathoms  of  water,  and  passed  the  night  "  where 
nought  is  heard  except  the  wild  winds  sigh,  or  the  lone  sea-bird  wakes 
its  plaintive  cry;"  neither  of  which,  however,  disturbed  our  slumbers. 

Fronting  the  head  of  the  Loch  are  two  mountains  which  appeared 
to  look  down  upon  us,  as  if  to  say  : — Thus  far,  and  no  farther,  shalt 
thou  go."  They  are  appropriately  named  ''  Buochail  Etive,  and  Buochail 
Beg,  that  is  to  say — ^the  big  and  the  little  keepers  of  the  Etive.  About 
ten  o'clock  the  following  morning  we  weighed  anchor,  just  as  the  t^de 
began  to  turn  in  our  favour;  wind  being  against  us  we  could  not  have 
beat  up  against  it,  in  so  narrow  a  channel.  We  did  not,  however,  regret 
the  slowness  of  our  progress,  as  it  afforded  us  time  and  opportunity  to 
view  the  scenery  from  more  varied  points,  and  many  interesting  objects 
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were  brought  under  notice  which  had  escaped  observatioD,  when  going 
up  the  Loch. 

We  reached  Buna  we  again  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  where 
we  remained  for  the  night,  the  state  of  the  wind  and  tide  being  un- 
favourable to  further  progress,  and  to  re-pass  the  Falls  the  same  evening, 
being  deemed  impracticable.  The  following  morning  we  left  fiunawe, 
under  what  appeared  to  us,  favourable  circumstances,  and  passed  over 
the  lesser  Falls  about  mid-day.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
greater  Fall  the  wind  became  very  uncertain  and  baffling,  we  therefore 
proposed  to  drop  anchor,  and  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
Before  finally  deciding,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  the  pilot,  accom* 
panied  by  the  skipper,  should  go  in  the  yacht's  boat  near  enough  to  the 
Falls  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  state  of  them ,  and  to  report.  On  their 
return  a  consultation  was  held,  and  after  due  deliberatton,  it  was  decided 
to  attempt  the  descent,  but,  as  the  sequel  shows — not  very  wisely.  At 
first,  all  appeared  favourable,  bus  just  as  the  yacht  arrived  at  the  most 
dangerous  point,  the  wind  fell  off  suddenly,  the  sails  flapped,  and  she  was 
for  a  few  minutes  at  the  mercy  of  the  torrent,  her  stern  almost  grazing 
the  rocks,  which,  had  she  struck,  we  should,  most  probably,  have  had  to 
leave  her  there,  and  ourselves  might  not  have  escaped  with  dry  skins. 
Luckily,  an  eddy  struck  her  stern  at  the  right  moment,  and  in  the  right 
place;  she  cleared  the  rock,  and  was  carried  beyond  the  lower  reef  with 
amazing  rapidity.  Our  pilot,  soon  as  the  excitement  consequent  upon 
his  alarm  permitted,  announced  her  safety,  greatly  to  the  relief  of  our 
skipper,  who  stood  to  the  helm  acting  under  his  directions.  Both  were 
greatly  unnerved,  and  required  the  immediate  aid  of  whiskey-^that 
universal,  and  infallible  Highland  remedy,  which  soon  restored  their 
equanimity. 

The  Falls  are  formed  by  a  narrow  channel,  through  which  rushes 
a  turbulent  rapid  over  a  reef  of  sunken  rocks.  They  are  impassible  ex- 
cept at  certain  states  of  the  tide,  and  with  a  favourable  wind,  and  even 
then,  the  passage  is  attended  with  considerable  risk.  In  fact  there  is 
some  little  danger  under  any  circumstances,  however  favourable.  Those 
who  have  been  engaged  the  ^  greater  portion  of  their  lives  in  taking 
vessels  through,  say,  they  never  overcome  entirely  their  trepidation.  A 
person  who  had  been  more  than  twenty  years  so  employed,  told  us  he 
had  never  parsed  over  the  Falls  except  with  abated  breath.  Many 
wrecks  have  occurred,  even  under  the  guidance  of  experienced  pilots. 
Our  pilot  was  Archibald  Mclntyre,  but  better  known  at  Oban,  by  the 
gaelic  cognomen  "  Gilleaspaig  Fiadhaich,"  or  **  Wild  Archie,"  which  dis- 
tinction he  acquired,  we  were  informed,  by  the  performance  of  some 
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extraordinary  freak%  whilst  ttnd«r  the  infloenoe  of  whiskey.  It  ii^  how-> 
ever,  justly  due  to  him  to  say,  that  during  the  three  days  he  waa  on 
board  with  us,  he  conducted  himself  with  becoming  propriety,  and 
acquitted  himself  to  our  entire  satisfisction.  In  answer  to  our  enquiries^ 
before  engaging  him,  we  were  inyariably  assured  that  if  anybody  oould 
[»lot  a  yeasel  safely  over  the  Falls  of  Connal,  Archie  Mclntyre  was  the 
man— b&t  he  must  not  be  allowed  to  touch  whiskey,  a  precantioa  which 
was  acted  upon,  and  to  which  he  willingly  assented.  He  amused  the 
yacht's  crew  greatly,  by  recitals  of  his  experiences  when  passing  the 
Falls,  and  on  Loch  Etive.  Our  skipper  and  crew,  excepting  one,  being 
able  to  converse  with  him  in  gaelic,  they  got  on  very  well  together. 
He  described  to  them  the  following  acddent,  of  which,  he  informed 
them,  he  was  eye-witness.  A  vessel  was  going  down  the  Falls  at  a 
moment  when  it  was  imprudent  to  do  so,  as  she  descended,  her  bow 
plunged  deeply  and  heavily  into  the  cataract,,  which  caused  the  andior 
to  become  detached,  and  falling  into  the  water,  took  hold  of  the  rodcs 
below.  She  swang  round  rapidly,  with  her  bow  towards  the  rushing  tor* 
rent,  the  force  of  which,  drove  her  bodily  under  it;  a  hoarse  grating  noise 
was  heard,  then  a  report  as  if  a  cannon  had  been  dischaiged  below — the 
cable  had  broken  I  The  vessel  being  again  at  liberty,  was  carried  fiuricNidy 
down  the  stream,  and,  emerging  at  the  foot  of  the  Falls,  was  thrown 
upon  a  bank  in  shallow  water.  The  hatchways  having  been  seeured» 
and  all  made  tight  before  descending,  and  being  only  light  in  ballaat, 
the  small  quantity  of  water  whicb  entered  her  hold,  did  not  deprive  her 
of  buoyancy,  and  the  dam&ge  sustuned  was  inconsiderable.  The  crew 
escaped,  but  how,  deponent  sayeth  not  He  related  several  other  leaser 
incideifts  and  accidents — all  of  which  may  be  true,  although  rather  ex- 
traordinary, but  **  le  vrai  fCett  pas  toujoun  vraisemblable/' 

At  ebb  tide  the  Falls  become  a  perfect  cataract,  and  the  roaring  of 
the  waters  may,  it  is  said,  be  heard  distinctly,  at  the  island  of  MuO,  in 
calm  weather.  Whilst  waiting  for  the  tide  at  Bunawe,  we  had  oppoitunity 
of  witnessing  the  capture  of  salmon,  on  a  large  scale.  A  net  was  stretched 
near  to,  and  along  the  shore,  at  the  confluence  of  the  river  Awe  with 
Lake  Etive,  where  an  eddy,  or  back  stream,  is  caused  by  the  meeting 
of  the  two  streams.  Salmon  going  up  the  river  Awe,  in  ordor  to  avoid 
the  current,  strike  into  the  calm  waters  near  shore,  which  is  so  dear,  that 
the  entrance  of  a  shoal  of  fish  may  be  seen  by  a  person  on  the  look  oot, 
who  is  placed  on  an  elevated  seat^  attached  to  a  punt  conveniently 
moored,  who  gives  intimation  by  signs^  to  those  ashore,  when  to  draw 
in  the  net,  and  secure  the  prize.  In  a  good  season  the  take  is  prodi- 
gious, both  in  size  and  number.     We  saw  two  taken  weighing  together. 
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not  less  than  fifty  pounds,  and  we  were  told  one  had  recently  been  taken 
weighing  upwards  of  forty  pounds.  The  duty  of  watching  the  nets  is 
one  requiring  the  exercise  of  an  extraordinary  amount  of  patience,  the 
watcher  having  to  sit  **  like  patience  on  a  monument^  for  hours  together, 
intently  gasing  upon  the  gleaming  water,  the  effect  of  which,  on  the 
eyesight  is,  we  are  informed,  most  destructive. 

The  salmon  thus  captured,  are  sent  awsy  daily  to  Glasgow,  in  large 
quantities.  Such  wholesale  slaughter  cannot  fail  to  exhaust  the  supply, 
which  is  already  very  deficient,  and  daily  diminishing. 

To  be  Conthm^ 


CAN  THE  PRESENT  SYOTEM  OF  ROWING  BE  IMPROVED? 

Av  engineering  friend  of^Ks  the  other  day,  in  talking  of  rowing,  said, 
he  considered  it  a  barbarous  mode  of  propulsion.  I  asked  him  if  paddles 
were  not  more  so?  he  said  they  might  be.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  could 
propose  a  belter  method  ?  but  he  confessed  that  at  the  moment  he  was 
unable  to  do  so. 

As  I  walked  home  I  considered  wherein  the  barbarism  lay,  or  in 
other  words  to  suit  better  the  tnun  of  thought  of  my  friend,  wherein  the 
meehanical  principle  was  defective.  I  thought  that  nothing  apparently 
could  be  more  beautiful  or. more  graceful  than  the  airy  match  boats  that 
we  have  on  the  Thames,  or  more  swift  than  the  powerful  eight-oar  that 
rashes  through  the  surface  water  at  a  steamer  speed.  I  thought  also  of 
the.  well  built  rower,  lightly  clad,  firm,  yet  elastic,  in  his  seat,  giving  out 
all  his  power  on  the  well-tapered  scull,— his  bending  back,  and  his  mus- 
cular arms  throwing  as  it  were  the  boat  onward  at  every  stroke^  while 
hardly  a  ripple  can  be  seen  at  her  bows,  or  a  wavelet  in  her  wake. 
Impossible  to  do  more!  Fine  lines  and  good  muscle— a  light  boat 
and  seienoe  in  your  stroke;  what  more  can  be  done  ?  The  thing  is 
perfection* 

When  some  new  idea  is  fiung  across  your  brain,  however,  it  often 
happens  you  cannot  send  it  to  oblivion,  it  haunts  you  like  a  snatch  of  song 
that  long  lingers  in  the  ear  after  the  sound  itself  is  dead.  The  idea  of 
aome  defect  in  the  mechanism  of  rowing  has  still  haunted  me^  and  I 
will  shortly  lay  before  your  readers  wherein  I  imagine  thb  defect  may 
consist,  with  some  sugg^tions  for  its  remedy. 

It  ]s%  maxim  in  hydrodynamics  that  an  increase  in  the  velocity  of  a 
vessel  moving  through  the  water  is  attended  by  a  still  greater  expendi- 
ture of  force,  and  it  is  generally  agreed  that  to  obtain  double  that  speed 
yoa  must  expend  not  double,  hut /our  times  the  previous  power.     Thus 
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if  a  boat  can  be  propelled  at  fi?e  miles  an  hour  by  a  force  of  twenty-five 
pounds,  it  will  require  one  hundred  pounds  to  make  it  go  ten.  As  this 
law  therefore,  is  of  such  a  progressive  ratio,  it  follows  that  every  extra 
yard  of  speed  beyond  an  average^  is  only  attained  by  a  great  additiooal 
amount  of  power.  Now,  in  the  usual  mode  of  propelling  boats  by  oars, 
the  motion  is  not  an  equable  one,  but  on  the  contrary  is  very  intermittiog. 
The  average  speed  of  wager- boats  may  be  set  down  at  ten  miles  an  hoar 
through  the  water  for  argument  sake.  To  obtain  that  speed  the  boat 
at  the  full  power  of  the  stroke  probably  attains  a  speed  of  eleven  and  a 
half  miles,  but  the  instant  the  oar  ceases  its  effect,  the  water,  being  a 
very  dense  medium,  resists  her  progress,  and  the  speed  sinks  very  pro- 
bably down,  say  to  eight  and  a  half  miles  an  hour.  We  have  thus,  to 
obtain  a  speed  of  ten  miles,  to  incur  a  heavy  expenditure  by  forcing  the 
craft  at  the  rate  of  another  mile  and  a  half  more  than  there  should  be 
any  necessity  for,  could  a  lower  yet  equable  progression  be  maintained. 
That  additional  mile  and  a  half  costs  thirty  pounds  of  strain,  or  about 
one-third  more  than  is  required  to  obtain  ten  miles.  It  follows  that 
could  some  more  equable  mode  of  administering  the  power  be  applied, 
two-thirds  of  what  is  used  at  present  would  be  enough,  or,  in  another 
point  of  view,  a  man  could  then  row  one-third  greater  distance  with  the 
same  speed,  and  without  being  a  bit  more  distressed. 

Were  it  the  case  that  sailing  vessels,  from  some  arrangement  of  their 
sails,  were  similarly  impelled  by  a  series  of  jerks,  science  would  assuredly 
ere  this,  have  discovered  a  rectification,  and  in  steamers  single  endues 
have  generally  been  discarded,  from  the  unequal  and  disagreeable  action 
that  is  discernible  by  every  one  on  board,  putting  aside  the  extra  .ex- 
pence  incurred  by  driving  them,  in  the  down  stroke,  at  an  unnecessary 
speed. 

In  mechanics  it  is  found  essential  to  apply  a  fly-wheel  in  single  engines, 
or  where  a  crank  is  employed.  The  power  when  most  advantageously 
used,  is  partly  given  towards  the  rotation  of  the  fly  wheel,  which  by  its 
momentum  again  gives  it  up  at  the  least  advantageous  part  of  the  stroke, 
and  thus  a  tolerably  equable  motion  is  maintained. 

The  question,  then,  seems  to  be,  how  is  it  possible  to  obtain  a  similar 
result  in  a  rowing  boat!  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  but  that  were 
it  possible  for  one-half  the  rowers,  say  the  half  forward,  to  have  their  j 
oars  in  the  water  (say  in  a  four  or  eight  oar  boat),  whilst  the  others  aft 
were  at  the  off-stroke  (to  coin  a  word)  the  craft  would  go  more  equably 
faster,  and  with  less  effort  to  the  men.  This,  practicably,  is  impossible, 
for  the  middle  oars  would  cross  at  every  stroke,  should  they  not  be 
smashed  at  the  first.  jNeither  could  one  side  row  during  the  off-stroke 
of  the  other,  for  putting  aside  the  personal  collisions  that  would  ensue, 
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the  Bwaying  motion  of  the  boat  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  the 

deviation  from  the  straightness  of  her  course,  would  entirely  preclude 

such  an  experiment.     It  will  remain  for  the  ingenious  to  devise  some 

plan  by  which  this  object  can  be  attained  with  the  greatest  simplicity, 

and  the  author  has  a  faint  glimpse  of  something  looming  in  the  distance 

which  he  will  one  day  shew  to  his  friend  the  engineer.     In  a  future 

paper  this  will  be  detailed,  but  in  the  meantime  the  subject  is  broached, 

and  he  considers  that  the  novelty  at  least  will  demand  some  attention. 

It  must  be  observed  that   the  principle  is  chiefly  referable  to  boats 

of  a  light  description.     In  heavier  crafb  the  weight  is  enough  to  g^ve 

sufficient  momentum  for  steady  progression,  and  the  principle  of  the 

fly-wheel  is  fully  carried  out.     In  wager  boats,  however,  the  combined 

weight  is  little,  compared  to  the  resistance  and  friction  of  the  water, 

and  I  might  add,  the  air,  for  in  a  head  wind  this  must  also  be  consider-* 

able. 

Rowing  is  perhaps  the  only  example  in  locomotion  of  progression 

being  accomplished  by  a  series  of  jerks.  Steam  vessels,  sailing  vessels, 
barges  towed  in  a  canal,  the  trains  on  a  railway,  a  carriage  on  a  road- 
all  progress  with  an  equable  motion,  and  almost  all  animals  in  their 
course  do  so  likewise.  A  horse's  run  is  well  equalized  by  his  four  legs, 
and  when  he  attempts  to  break  into  a  gallop,  which  is  an  unequal 
motion,  his  rider  reins  him  in  to  make  him  trot,  which,  being  a  more 
equable  one,  enablea  him  to  go  farther  with  less  fatigue.  Our  two  legs 
equalize  our  walk  or  run,  and  nature  by  the  swing  of  our  arms  has  also 
given  us  a  kind  of  fly-wheel  to  equalize  it  still  more.  See  how  awk- 
wardly a  man  walks  with  his  arms  by  his  side. 

It  may  be  said  that  some  animals,  as  the  flea,  progress  by  jumping. 
These  are  exceptions,  however,  and  it  is  evident  that  they  can  only 
accomplish  it  by  a  great  loss  of  muscular  power. 

There  is  a  rude  acknowledgement  in  the  bending  of  the  coxswain  at 
each  stroke  of  the  oar  that  something  is  wanted  still  to  absorb  power  at 
one  moment  and  give  it  out  at  the  next,  or  in  other  words,  to  apply 
the  principle  of  the  fly-wheel.  Could  the  rower  use  his  oars  twice 
or  three  times  as  fast  as  he  does  at  present  with  an  equal  development 
of  power,  the  result  would  be  greater  speed,  but  this  is  impossible;  some 
other  mode  of  equalization  must  be  discovered. 

The  subject  is  by  no  means  one  of  trifling  importance.  The  interest 
taken  by  all  Englishmen  in  regattas,  and  the  crowds  of  visitors  thaA 
throng  the  silent  highways  and  their  banks  during  the  excitement. pf  a 
match,  sufficiently  testify  that  any  improvement  would  be  eagcirly^squghl^ 
after,  and  the  resulting  winner  be  hailed  with  enthusiasm.  .,,  ,),  .   Bt  ,, 
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ITALY. 


From  God*8  high  throne 

It  the  mewage  flown 
Down  through  the  MidBummer  blue. 

Striking  in  thunder 

The  peakf  theronnder 
Singing  their  scared  rifts  through; 

Stirring  the  reeds 

Of  the  riTer-side  meads. 
Waking  the  sleepy-leafed  trees ; 

With  a  sudden  gale 

Filling  the  sail 
That  droops  on  the  silyer-gteen  seas: 

Passing  adown 

B7  harbour  and  town 
Orer  past  Adrians  capes, 

Under  the  pines  * 

And  along  the  yines 
Shaking  the  garhmded  grapes; 

Winning  its  wa/ 

By  the  diamond  spray 
When  Qarda  laughs  and  leaps. 

By  Lombardy  waUs, 

And  Tuscany  halls. 
On  to  the  Ostian  deeps; 

And  over  the  sea 

(As  mighty  and  ttte) 
To  the  beantiftil  Sicily  sky 

Where  hyacinths  bloom 

For  the  brave  that  oercome 
And  myrtles  for  them  that  die. 


At  the  blessed  sound 

Italia  bound 
Bends  the  unworthy  chain. 

And  her  tyrants  sit 

In  an  ague-flt 
Of  cowardly  hate  and  pain; 

And  mis-crowned  kings. 

And  evil  things 
Shrink  as  the  night  firom  mom; 

But  the  good  r^oioe 

At  the  terrible  voice 
That  none  may  hear  and  sootb: 

From  south  to  north 

God's  message  is  forth. 
From  east  to  west  it  is  sped^ 

As  strong  as  death 

As  soft  as  breath 
Not  whispered  but  openly  said: 

As  full  and  profound 

As  the  silent  sound 
Before  the  wild  storm  wakes: 

As  awful  and  fearful 

But  notliing  so  tearful 
As  the  cry  when  a  great  heart  breaks. 
<<DiDiolavooe 

Suprema,  veloic**! 
Up  men!— from  the  bended  knee 

Up  Italy  shout! 

Speak,  answer  out, 
To  the  Evangel  of  Liberty. 

Enwnr  AwfoUK 


SKETCHES  OF  NAVAL  LIFE.* 


BY   AN   OLD   SALT. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Rbtubnino  to  the  cock-pit  of  H,M.S.  GT ^  I  sat  and  looked  on 

with  the  very  greatest  disgust  and  anger>  whilst  my  money,  in  the  shape 
of  gin  and  water,  was  being  poured  down  the  throats  of  the  elders  of 
this  highly-respectable  conclave  and  their  select  female  associates;  and 
my  ill-will  was  by  no  means  lessened  when  Mr.  Smithers^  drawing  my 
purse  from  his  pocket,  took  the  amount  of  another  three  bottles  firom  its 
already  diminished  contents,  and  sent  on  shore  for  what  he  facetioosly 

•  Continued  fh>m  page  450. 
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called  **  Ditto  repeated.'*  By  the  time  these  had  made  their  appear- 
anoe>  and  disappearance  down  the  throats  of  the  party,  my  *^  monkey'* 
was  fairly  np,  more  especially  as,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  very 
yovng  gendemen  of  the  party,  although  barely  allowed  the  smallest 
moiety  of  the  beverage,  seemed  highly  to  enjoy  my  discomfiture  and 
disgust. 

It  seemed,  however,  that  water  strongly  diluted  with  gin,  would  tell 
even  on  seasoned  vessels,  for  by  the  time  these  were  done,  every  evil 
passion  and  foul  thought  capable  of  expression  were  in  full  exhibition, 
uid  Smithers,  after  drinking  my  health  by  wishing  me  every  evil  desire 
of  his  own  heart,  proposed  that  he  and  the  other  two  mates  should  finish 
their  lark  on  shore,  which  was  unanimously  and  uproariously  carried, 
nem,  eon^  as  far  as  themselves  and  ladies  went,  but  not  so  with  me. 
The  beast  had  still  my  purse  in  his  pocket;  so  just  as  he  was  about  to 
rise,  I  went  up  to  him  and  asked  him  for  it  civilly.  His  reply  was— 
**  Hark  ye,  young  chaw-bacon,  you  haven't  paid  your  footing  yet  my 
oockawax;  and,  as  far  as  your  purse  goes,  till  I  think  you  have,  what's 
yours  's  mine,  and  what 's  mine's  my  own!"  I  replied  he  had  no  business 
to  take  my  money,  and  if  he  didn't  return  it  me,  I'd  complain  to  the 
captain  as  soon  as  I  saw  him. 

This  threat  seemed  in  some  way  to  stir  up  the  whole  legion  of  devils 
of  which  his  mind  was  the  fitting  mansion,  for  he  set  bis  teeth,  clenched 
his  fist  in  my  face,  and  roared  out — **  You'll  blow  the  gaff  on  me,  will 

you,  you  beggar«bred  skilagolee-looking  son  of  a ."     I  can^t  insert 

the  woi^  that  followed,  and  which  referred  to  my  mother.  I  can  only 
observe  it  had  the  most  intimate  relation  to  the  young  woman  on  his 
right  hand,  but  he  had  crushed  the  slow  worm  till  it  had  gained  the 
adder's  sting.  I  had  bom  robbery,  abuse  both  of  my  father  and  self 
with  ill-suppressed  annoyance,  but  still  I  had  borne  it.  But  my  mother, 
she  whom  I  had  ever  loved  and  honoured  above  all  created  beings,  whose 
person  (to  me  at  least)  was  embodied  grace,  and  whose  mind  was  spi- 
ritunl  purity,  that  her  name  should  be  tlius  coupled — tell  not  me,  Mr. 
Cobden,  or  Mr.  Any  other  of  your  Peace  Society,  that  to  slay,  to  battle 
io  the  death,  is  not  the  ruling  impulse  of  outraged  humanity — I  say  it 
is,  for  not  an  atom  of  my  soul  or  sense  held  back  from  the  wish  to  take 
his  life.  I  seized  an  empty  quart  bottle,  the  first  and  nearest  missile 
at  hand,  and  I  literally  smashed  it  on  his  forehead.  Down  he  went, 
but  to  arise  half  blinded  by  his  blood,  and  vengeance  against  me;  with 
the  full  force  of  a  practical  pugilist's  blow  he  struck  me  in  the  face,  and 
down  I  went;  he  then  kicked  me  in  the  stomach,  and  then  jumped  on 
jne  with  his  whole  weight;  I  was  fast  becoming  senseless  from  pain,  but 
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I  clafped  his  legs  with  my  annsy  and  he  fell  on  me.  He  now  seised  me 
hy  the  throat — mates,  middies,  prostitutes,  messman,  and  poor  Csaaar 
in  oonfused  groups  around  us— and  I,  with  my  right  arm  doabled  ander 
me,  and  mj  left  hand  feebly  struggling  against  his  giant^s  grasp,  was 
fast  losing  all  sense  in  strangulation,  when  my  right  arm  was  twitched 
from  under  me,  an  old  friend,  the  sailor's  common  clasp-knife,  thmsl 
into  my  hand,  and,  as  instinctively  as  the  tiger  springs,  had  I  drawn  it 
to  the  bone  across  every  vein  and  artery  of  Bmithers'  right  wtist.  He 
sprung  up,  yelling  with  rage  and  pain,  but,  like  the  young  animal  afore- 
said, I  had  tasted  .blood  for  the  first  time,  and  I  too  was  up,  and  had 
struck  a  blow  at  his  heart,  which  his  waistcoat  button  most  providentiaily 
turned,  and  the  blade  clasping  round  its  shank  in  shotting,  hung  thete 
suspended  as  he  sunk  senseless  to  the  deck. 

By  this  time  people  in  authority  had  come  to  the  rescue,  and  amidst 
a  perfect  chaos  of  explanations,  all  equally  unexplanatory,  Smithers  was 
carried  to  the  sick  bay— -mates,  middies,  and  women  put  ander  aivesty 
and  myself  in  irons,  and  a  marine,  a  live  soldier  with  offensive  waapons^ 
set  to  guard  me.  I  felt  every  inch  a  hero  and  a  martyr,  and  thoaght 
and  dozed  the  night  away  in  confused  wishes  to  have  another  dig  at 
Smithers,  and  how  game  I'd  die  when  going  to  be  hanged  at  the  yard 
arm;  and  then  I  thought  of  big  Will  Rusby  and  wee  Katie,  and,  as 
angels  may  be  supposed  to  breathe  peace  on  the  good  man^s  troubled 
dreams,  so  did  their  presence  in  my  mind  calm  down  the  savage  within 
me,  and  longing  for  the  coal  trade  and  wee  ELatie,  I  cried  myself  to 
sleep,  as  well  as  my  manacles  would  let  me. 

In  the  morning  Csaar  was  allowed  to  bring  me  water,  soap,  a  towel, 
and  a  change  of  clothes,  after  duly  and  freely  using  which  I  made  a 
rather  more  decent  appearance  than  the  blood-dabbled  fierce  little  wretdi 
I  was  the  night  before.  I  had,  however,  my  lower  lip  split  open  half- 
way down  my  chin,  and  which  the  doctor  joined  by  strips  of  yellow 
plaster,  so  that  I  had  no  beanty  lef\:  on  which  to  plume  myself.  I  ate 
some  sopped  bread  and  cocoa  with  infinite  pain,  and  shortly  af^  I  was 
ordered  by  the  master-at-arms  to  go  with  him  to  the  first-lieutenant, 
who,  I  must  here  observe,  was  on  shore  for  his  own  partioular  laric  the 
evening  before.  He  took  me  into  his  berth  and  said  kindly,  '*  Now, 
young  gentleman,  there  are  just  two  things  I  require  of  you;  the  fint 
is  to  tell  me  truthfully  and  precisely  what  occurred  last  night,  and  if 
you  can  by  any  possibility  short  of  an  untruth  avoid  it,  do  not  say 
whether  I  was,  or  was  not,  on  board  at  the  time  of  this  most  unseemly 
row,  when  you  are  cross-examined  by  the  captain." 

I  then  stated,  and  he  put  down  on  paper,  what  had  really  happened  ; 
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be  told  me  not  to  be  afraid  of  the  captain  if  he  lodced  stem,  but  to  give 
bim  ready  and  to  the  point,  answers  to  all  his  questions.  He  then 
remanded  me  back  to  confinement,  where  I  remained  till  about  noon, 
when  the  sentry  over  me  said  the  captain  was  come  on  board.  I  now 
began  to  get  frightened,  and  asked  the  sentry  how  Smithers  was,  and 
he  replied,  with  infinite  gusto,  '*  Dead  I  hope,  but  there's  no  such  luck, 
I  doubt  r'  In  half-an-hour  the  dread  summons  came  £ar  me  to  be  taken 
before  the  captain,  and  accordingly  I  was  marched  a  prisoner  of  state 
into  his  presence — ^not  into  the  cabin,  as  I  thought,  but  on  to  the  quarter* 
ceck,  where  all  hands  were  aft,  all  work  suspended  (as  I  feared 
I  was  about  to  be),  and  the  captain  and  officers,  afb  of  all,  facing 
forward. 

On  my  appearance,  the  captain  said,  "  Young  gentleman,  before  enter- 
ing into  the  painful  examination  you  are  about  to  be  subjected  to,  I 
have  to  express  my  regret  that  you  were  last  night  put  in  irons;  they 
are  the  bonds  of  theft,  and  no  person  henceforward  in  this  ship,  holding 
by  courtesy  or  conduct  the  rank  of  a  gentleman,  must  be  so  humiliated." 
Then  tmrning  to  the  crew  he  said,  "  Men,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
hold  this  court  of  inquiry  in  your  presence,  that  you  may  know  from 
my  manner  of  treating  it,  that  if  I  permit  no  insubordination  amongst 
my  officers,  you  at  least  will  hardly  escape  condign  punishment  if  brought 
under  my  displeasure,  and  the  laws  provided  by  the  articles  of  war.^ 
He  then  inquired  for  Smithers,  whom  the  doctor  reported  as  unable, 
from  loss  of  blood,  to  leave  the  sick  bay.  He  then  caused  to  be  assem- 
bled opposite  me  the  two  masters^  mates,  the  middies,  and  three  women, 
who  were  witnesses  of  the  Iftst  night's  fracas.  He  cautioned  the  officers 
composing  this  group  to  be  beware  how  they,  in  ever  so  trifling  a  degree, 
tripped  in  their  responses  as  regarded  the  truth,  as,  if  in  one  iota  of 
their  evidence  they  prevaricated,  they  should  forthwith  be  tried  by 
court-martial,  and  dismissed  the  service.  They,  however,  spoke  to 
the  fiicts,  the  affair  was  too  serious  to  be  tampered  with,  and  fear  with 
some  and  sense  of  right  with  others,  led  to  a  very  fair  statement  of 
the  case. 

An  inquiry  being  made  as  to  who  bought  the  liquor,  and  who  brought 
the  women  on  board,  equally  elicited  the  fact  of  the  unfortunate  mess- 
man  being  the  culprit. 

Then  the  next  question  was,  to  whom  did  the  knife  belong — to  me? 
No.  Was  I  sure?  Yes;  yet  it  was  quite  new,  and  I  had  only  come  on 
board  yesterday.  Still  it  was  not  mine.  Did  I  know  to  whom  it 
belonged?  No.  Who  put  it  into  my  hand?  Didn't  know.  Did  I  see 
it  put  in?     No.     How  did  I  know  what  it  was  then,  it  might  have  been 
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anything  else.  I  knew  nothing  of  clasp-knives  (didn't  I  though,)  jret  I 
used  it  at  once,  and  efiectively.  How  did  this  happen?  I  said  I  conldn^t 
tell,  I  felt  the  handle,  instinctively  my  hand  dosed  on  it,  and  I  had  cot 
his  wrist  to  the  bone  before  thought  was  allowed  me — intent  and  act 
were  as  one  impulse.  ^  And  now,  young  gentleman,  answer  the  ques- 
tion I  am  about  to  put,  distinctly  and  to  the  point  Had  that  perwom 
(I  will  not  disgrace  the  service  by  calling  him  officer)  seized  your  throat 
with  his  teeth  instead  of  hands,  would  you  have  cut  his  throat  instead 
of  wrist?''  '^I  would,  sir  I"  Advancing  within  two  paces  of  me,  and 
looking  as  stern  as  a  thunder-cloud,  he  added,  "  By  G — ^  sir,  I  believe 
if  my  throat  had  been  there,  you'd  cut  it,  eh?"  I  felt  he  was  wrong  in 
putting  this  quesdon,  talking  in  feet  out  of  the  book,  not  the  case,  and 
I  confronted  his  look  with  one  as  strong,  as  I  replied,  nearly  choaked  by 
my  emotions,  **  Yes  I  would  sir,  if  you— you— you— called— my,  my 
mother  what  he  did." 

Instantly  he  felt  his  error,  he  shrunk,  without  receding  a  step,  blushed 
fiery  red;  in  short,  he  did  not  expect  such  a  context  in  my  reply,  and  it 
floored  him  effectually.  As  to  me,  my  stupid  tears  were  overflowing 
fast,  the  spasms  of  my  mouth  had  burst  the  split  in  my  lower^lip  open, 
and  the  blood  was  trickling  over  my  chin  on  to  my  shirt-firont,  when  he 
advanced  one  step  towards  me,  stooped  till  his  head  was  |parallel  with 
mine,  and  said,  gently,  <*  My  little  fellow,  I  beg  your  pardon,  don't  cry, 
be  a  man,  I*m  about  to  speak  to  you  before  the  crew,  command  your- 
self." He  then  raised  his  head,  performed  an  elaborate  blowing  of  his 
nose,  took  my  previous  deposition  out  of  the  first  lieutenant's  hand,  and 
cross-examined  me  on  every  tittle  of  it.  I  gave  him  nearly  word  for 
word  what  was  there  set  down,  and  as  I  ended,  he  addressed  me  as 
follows: — ''Young  gentleman,  to  the  infinite  disgrace  of  H.^M.  service, 
and  this  ship  in  particular,  a  most  violent  line  of  conduct  has  been  forced 
upon  you,  within  eight  hours  of  your  becoming  an  officer,  the  principal 
agent  and  mover  of  which  shall  no  longer  contaminate  this  ship  with 
his  presence,  so  soon  as  he  is  sufficiently  recovered  firom  the  wounds  you 
have  inflicted  on  him,  to  be  removed  with  safety.  As  for  you,  (turn- 
ing to  the  mates  and  middies)  '<if,  on  calm  reflection,  your  own  feelings 
do  not  condemn  your  participation  in  this  most  disgraceful  prooednie, 
no  punishment  I  can  inflict  will  give  you  one  single  attribute  properly 
appertaining  the  officer  and  gentleman.  In  the  meantime,  your 
conduct  will  be  reported  to  the  higher  authorities  of  H.  M.  service." 

He  then  turned  again  to  me,  and  added,  *'  And  now,  young  sir,  let 
me  tell  you  distinctly,  that  whatever  my  private  feelings  may  be  of  the 
spirit  you  have  exhibited  in  this  matter,  as  a  lad  resisting  a  bully,  or  a 
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■on  resentiDg  an  inralt  to  his  parent,  I  am  bonnd  to  wholly  condemn 
your  conduct  as  an  officer,  and  indeed  as  a  gentleman,  in  the  true  mean** 
ing  of  that  term.  As  recriminations  are  not  proofs,  so  is  yiolence  not 
▼indication,  and  no  officer  ought  to  use  an  offensive  weapon,  save  on  the 
body  of  his  country's  foes ;  and  no  gentleman  ought  to  maintain  a 
struggle  where,  victor  or  vanquished,  he  becomes  alike  disgraced.  But, 
above  all,  sir,  beware  the  knife,  as  an  offensive  weapon;  it  has  a  train  of 
secret,  cruel,  cowardly,  assassinations  following  it,  wholly  at  variance 
with,  and  repulsive  to,  the  open,  &ir  fighting  habits  of  the  British  sea- 
man, and  can  only  be  tolerated  as  an  implement  of  household  use,  by 
which  life  is  aided  to  nourishment,  and  not  destroyed.  I  feel  I  need  not 
say  more  to  you  on  this  subject;  you  must,  however,  consider  yourself 
under  arrest  until  the  person  you  have  assaulted  is  out  of  danger,  and 
you  have  permission  to  return  to  your  duty:  you  may  retire  to  the  mid- 
shipman's berth,  and  instructions  will  be  given  you  as  to  your  future 
deportment.  Mr.  Firstlough,  dismiss  the  crew  to  their  duty.  Gentlemen, 
yon  are  at  liberty  to  withdraw." 


BOYAL  NATIONAL  LIFEBOAT  INSTITUTION. 

A  SFXCiAL  general  meeting  of  the  Subscribers  of  this  Institution  was 
held  on  the  Ist  of  November,  to  consider  and  pass  some  bye- laws  under 
the  Charter  of  Incorporation  recently  granted  to  the  Society  by  the 
Queen.  Thomas  Baring,  Esq.,  m.f.,  T.a.s.,  Chairman  of  the  Institution, 
presided. 

The  chairman  having  explained  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  various 
bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  institution  were  afterwards  moved,  and 
carried  unanimously. 

By  its  Charter  of  Incorporation  the  institution  has  become  one  of  the 
most  important  benevolent  societies  in  the  country ;  and  in  order  to  enable 
it  to  perpetuate  its  humane  and  national  objects,  the  charter  has  made  special 
provision  that  any  person  may  hereafter  grant,  seU,  alien,  and  convey,  in 
mortmain^  unto  it,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  not  exceeding  42»000 
a-year. 

The  proceedings  of  the  special  meeting  having  terminated,  those  of  the 
ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  institution  were  afterwards  commenced. 

The  Third  Service  Clasp  of  the  institution  was  voted  to  Captain  Wasey, 
B.F.,  Inspecting  Commander  of  the  Coast  Guard,  for  putting  off  in  the 
Fleetwood  lifeboat,  which  belongs  to  the  Society,  and  saving  16  persons  from 
the  barque  Vermont,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  which,  during  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind,  was  wrecked  on  Barnett's  Bank,  3  miles  from  Fleetwood,  on  the 
20th  ult :  £10  were  also  voted  to  pay  the  crew,  and  other  expenses  of  the 
service.  This  valuable  life-boat  has,  during  the  present  year  been  instru- 
mental in  saving  27  persons  from  four  wrecks  during  very  heavy  storms. 
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Captain  Wasey,  b.r^  has  been  in  the  boat  on  each  occasioD,  and  has 
received  in  acknowledgment  of  his  previous  gallant  service,  the  Silver  Medal 
and  Second  Service  Clasp  of  the  National  Life- boat  Institution. 

A  reward  of  i64  lOs.  was  also  voted  to  the  crew  of  the  Institution's  life- 
boat at  Appledore,  for  saving  five  persons  from  tlie  schooner  Drrnd^  of 
Aberystwith,  which  during  stormy  weather,  was  wrecked  on  Bideford  BaFi  on 
the  9th  ult. 

Rewards  amounting  to  £6(i  were  also  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  crews  of 
the  life-boats  of  the  Institution  stationed  at  Margate,  Yarmouth,  Fraaerbuiigb, 
Silloth,  Holyhead,  Portmadoc,  Barmouth,  and  Tyrella,  for  putting  off^  during 
the  tecent  heavy  gales,  in  reply  to  signals  of  distress  from  various  veasela. 
They  had,  however,  either  got  out  of  danger  before  the  life-boat  could  reach 
them,  or  their  ciews  had  been  rescued  by  other  means. 

The  thanks  of  the  Institution  were  ordered  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Wemyss, 
M.F.,  Captain  Dougal,  r.n.,  and  other  gentlemen,  for  assisting  to  launch 
the  St.  Andrew's  life -boat,  belonging  to  the  Institution,  when  she  proceeded 
and  rendered,  in  conjunction  with  a  steam-tug,  some  important  services  to 
several  fishing  boats  from  Buckhaven,  which,  during  the  hurricane  of  the  3rd 
ult.,  had  drifted  out  of  the  Firth  of  Forth.  At  the  time  a  subscription  was 
given  by  the  spectators  on  the  spot  for  the  maintenance  of  the  boat ;  the 
poor  fishermen  sending  £3  for  the  same  object  a  few  days  afterwards,  with 
expressions  of  much  thankfulness. 

It  was  reported  that  the  cost  of  the  new  life-boat  stations  of  the  Institu- 
tion now  in  course  of  formation  at  Thurso,  Margate,  Buckie,  Portrush,  St. 
Ives,  Sabey,  Llandudno,  Southport,  Llandywyn,  and  Penarth,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  £3,000.  To  meet  this  large  and  important  outlay,  the  Society 
earnestly  appealed  to  the  public  for  help,  otherwise  it  would  be  compelled 
to  intrench  on  its  small  funded  capital,  the  interest  on  which  was  said  to  be 
essential  to  aid  the  Institution  to  keep  up  in  an  efficient  state  its  numerous 
life-boat  establishments. 

Various  rewards  were  also  voted  to  fishing  and  other  boats,  for  highly 
laudable  services  in  saving  life  from  different  wrecks  during  the  heavy  storms 
of  the  past  month. 

It  was  said  that  .the  efiects  of  the  hurricane,  at  the  beginning  of  last  month,' 
had  been  very  destructive  to  ships ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  noble  services 
of  life-boats,  shore  boats,  and  the  life  saving  apparatus,  the  loss  of  life  had 
been  comparatively  small  on  that  fearful  occasion. 

A  communication  was  read  from  Mr.  Lockhart  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh, 
stating  that  a  lady,  resident  in  that  city,  was  desirous  of  benefitting  mankind, 
by  forming  a  life-boat  station  on  some  part  of  the  west  coast  of  Scotland ; 
and  that  it  was  her  wish  that  the  lifeboat  should  be  called  after  her  deceased 
husband.  The  cost  of  the  station  when  completed  would  probably  be 
upwards  of  £500. 

Payments  amounting  to  upwards  of  iSSOO  having  been  made  on  various 
life -boat  establishments,  the  proceedings  closed. 
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Thb  annaal  dinner  of  this  club  took  place  7th  of  November,  in  the  Globe 
Hotel.  There  was  a  numerous  attendance.  The  chair  was  occupied  bj 
James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Jordanhill,  commodore  of  the  club,  who  was  supported 
bj  Colonel  Hamilton,  of  the  78th  Highlanders,  and  Walter  Buchanan,  £Uq., 
M.P.  The  Hon.  C.  F.  Boyle,  Garrison,  Millport,  vice-commodore,  ably 
discharged  the  duties  of  croupier.  He  was  supported  by  J.  E.  Reid,  Elsq  , 
Rear- Commodore,  and  Lieutenant -Colonel  Dreghorn.  Mr.  Banks  presided 
at  the  piano- forte,  and  during  the  evening  played  a  number  of  appropriate 
airs. 

The  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  given  by  the  Chairman,  and 
heartily  responded  to. 

In  giving  the  "  The  Army  and  Navy,**  the  Chairman  said  the  fame  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  service  had  never  been  eclipsed  ;  and  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  saying  too  much  to  add  that  it  had  never  been  equalled.  (Hear, 
bear.)  Forty  years  of  peace  had  not  diminished  the  power  of  our  sailors 
and  soldiers-  He  need  scarcely  allude  to  the  Crimea,  and,  above  all,  to  that- 
most  remarkable  attack  in  the  annals  of  Great  Britain — that  which  he  might 
call  the  re-conquering  of  India.  He  was  verv  happy  to  say  that  in  propos- 
ing this  toast  he  had  to  call  upon  a  gallant  officer  on  his  right  who  occupied 
an  important  part  in  the  re-conquering  of  India.  In  his  own  presence  it 
would  be  out  of  place  for  him  to  dilate  on  the  distinctions  he  had  gained ; 
but  he  would  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  was  entitled  to  speak,  not  in  the 
manner  of  eulogium,  but  of  congratulation,  and  to  congraturate  him  (Col. 
Hamilton)  that  as  a  soldier  it  was  his  fate  to  have  led  the  78th  Highlanders 
into  Cawnpore,  not  to  prevent,  indeed,  the  dreadful  massacre  that  occurred 
there;  but  to  avenge  it,  as  far  as  infantry  could  avenge  it.  (Cheers.)  It 
was  his  fate,  also,  as  a  Brigadier,  to  commi^nd  a  brigade  under  Havelock,  and 
to  be  present  not  only  at  the  long-continued  siege,  but  at  the  relief  of  Luck- 
now.  He  congratulated  Col.  Hamilton  that  on  that  bright  page  of  history 
his  name  was  inscribed.    (Loud  applause.) 

Colonel  Hamilton  begged  to  return  his  best  thanks  for  the  honour  that 
had  been  done  the  army,  which,  he  was  happy  to  think,  was  in  the  ascen- 
dancy. The  soldier  was  much  better  off  than  was  generally  imagined. 
With  his  one  and  a  penny  a  day,  and  other  things,  he  calculated  that  the 
soldier's  pay  was  equal  to  3s.  a  day.  He  hoped  that  tlie  Volunteer  move- 
ment, which  was  so  enthusiastic  and  so  popular  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land*  would  induce  many  men  to  join  the  Royal  Army. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Commodore  Smith  had  been  pleased  to  allude  to  his  services 
in  India,  and  he  thanked  him  very  much  for  the  handsome  way  he  had  men- 
tioned them.  He  not  only  had  the  good  fortune  to  serve  under  Havelock 
Id  defence  of  Cawnpore  and  also  in  the  relief  of  Lucknow,  but  he  also  had 
the  singular  good  fortune  to  get  out  of  them  safely.  (Cheers.)  His  regi- 
ment, he  was  proud  to  say,  nobly  did  their  duty.    Tliey  led  the  advance 
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into  Luckoow  ;  and  on  the  night  they  left  it,  Sir  James  Oatram  called  him 
np  and  said — '*  Now,  Brigadier,  as  yoar  regiment  had  the  honour  of  leading 
the  advance  into  Lucknow,  it  shall  be  the  rear  guard  in  leaving  it.* 
(Cheers.)  They  were  now  in  Edinburgh,  and  they  had  been  received  with 
the  most  hearty  welcome  to  their  native  land.     (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  pioposed  **  The  Volunteers.*'  He  was  old  enough  to  have 
been  a  volunteer  officer  in  1803.  (Loud  applause.)  He  remembered  per- 
fectly well  that  there  was  the  most  firm  conviction,  not  only  through  the 
country  in  general,  but  through  those  who  were  at  the  head  of  afiaira,  that 
this  country  would  have  been  invaded  by  the  French  ;  and  they  were  all 
determined  and  ready  to  have  perilled  all  in  defence  of  their  king  and 
country.  (Cheers.)  He  then  narrated  the  story — already  told  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott — of  the  meeting  of  Volunteers  at  Dalkeith;  and  he  remarked 
that  the  sentiments  which  then  actuated  the  Volunteers,  actuated  those  who 
now  came  forward  to  defend,  if  necessary,  their  Queen  and  country.  (Loud 
cheers.)  He  was  happy  to  accompany  those  views  with  the  health  of  a 
gentleman  with  whom  they  were  well  acquainted,  and  who,  on  every  occa- 
sion, had  stood  forward  with  a  commendable  degree  of  public  spirit  for  the 
public  improvement — he  meant  Colonel  Dreghorn.  (Cheers.)  He  referred 
to  the  aid  which  science  had  given  to  the  art  of  defence  as  well  as  of  attack, 
and  observed  that  now  it  would  be  almost  an  impossibility  for  any  Foreign 
Power  to  attack  us.  He  had  not  the  most  distant  idea  that  there  was  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  any  Power  to  attack  us ;  he  did  not  believe  that 
Louis  Napoleon  intended  to  do  so,  and  the  reason  why  he  would  not  do  so 
was  that  we  had  such  means  of  preventing  an  attack.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
alluded  to  the  review  of  Volunteers  in  Edinburgh,  and  said  that  her  Majesty 
mentioned  to  a  noble  friend  of  his  that  she  had  never  seen  such  a  sight  as 
she  saw  on  that  day.     (Cheers.) 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Dreghorn  said  this  was  a  very  high  honour  indeed 
which  they  had  been  pleased  to  confer  on  the  Volunteers.  They  might 
well  be  proud  of  having  it  proposed  in  the  way  it  had  been  given  by  such  an 
old  veteran  as  the  Chairman,  and  the  man  who  had  on  every  occasion  come 
forward  in  every  good  cause  to  lead  the  way ;  and  in  no  case  had  he  ever 
done  it  more  heartily  than  in  the  Volunteer  cause  in  days  of  yore.  (CbeersJ 
He  hoped  they  might  all  be  able  to  emulate  such  a  noble  example.  He 
believed  that  the  Volunteers  of  the  present  day.  in  point  of  pluck,  notwith- 
standing all  that  had  been  said  to  the  contrary,  would  not  be  found  behind 
their  predecessors.  A  number  of  thinking  people  said  that,  should  an  inva- 
sion take  place,  the  Volunteers,  in  racing  parlance,  would  be  nowhere ;  but 
if  he  knew  anything  of  them,  he  believed  there  was  not  a  man  among  them 
who  would  flinch  from  doing  his  duty  on  such  an  occasion.  (Hear,  hear.) 
They  could  not  boast  of  the  great  deeds  of  their  excellent  and  gallant  friend, 
Colonel  Hamilton,  whom,  he  was  sure,  they  were  proud  of  as  being  a  Glas- 
gow man.  (Loud  cheers.)  But  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  in  saying  that  if 
the  days  honld  arrive— and  some  of  them  had  been  rather  disappointed,  after 
all  their  troublCf  that  the  day  had  not  yet  arrived — (cheers  and  laughter)— 
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there  was  not  one  of  tbem  who  would  be  found  wanting  on  that  occasion. 
In  the  meantime,  they  were  doing  the  best  the^  could  to  perfect  themselves 
88  military  men,  not  for  the  purpose  of  coming  forward  as  of  themselves,  but 
of  being  adjuncts  to  the  regular  army,  and  he  hoped  that  at  all  events  they 
would  prove  a  very  good  reserve  corps  to  that  noble  service,  especially  if 
they  were  led  on  by  snch  a  noble  and  gallant  officer  as  Colonel  Hamilton- 
(Cheers.)  Lieutenant- Colonel  Dreghom  then  proposed  **  The  City  of  Glas- 
gow  and  its  M.P.'s,"  alluding  to  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  city — which, 
be  believed,  was  unparallelled  in  the  world — and  remarking  on  the  able 
manner  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan  and  DalgUsh  discharged  their  arduous 
duties  as  the  representatives  of  Glasgow. 

Mr.  Walter  Buchanan,  M.P.,  said  he  had  to  thank  them  rery  sincerely  for 
the  kind  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast  so  ably  proposed  by 
Colonel  Dreghom.     He  felt  very  much  the  greatness  of  the  trust  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  city  of  Glasgow.     He  could  assure  them  that  the  last  ses* 
aion  of  Parliament  was  an  example  of  the  varied  duties  which  a  member  of 
Parliament  might  be  expe<^ted  to  perform  who  represented  the  city  of  Glas- 
gow.   They  had  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  mines,  which  excited  a  great 
deal  of  interest,  and  innumerable  deputations  visited  London  supporting  the 
various  views  on  the  subject  of  the  bill.    Then,  the  manufacturers  were  all 
agog.     There  was  a  bill  to  regulate  the  bleaching  jtnd  dyeing  works — ^very 
large  branches  of  industry  connected  with   this  district.     A  very  keen  and 
exciting  discussion  arose  upon  the  various  clauses  of  that  bill ;  and  these,  of 
course,  without  any  reference  to  the  merits,  gave  great  occupation  and  re- 
quired much  attention  from  the  Members  for  Lancashire  and    Glasgow. 
Then,  they  had  Education  bills.    They  had  also  bills  connected  with  this 
city,  regulating  the  duties  upon  all  their  foreign  commerce.     Not  an  article 
of  import  but  there  was  some  change  in  the  incident  of  taxation  ;  and  he 
could  scarcely  depict  to  them,  in  language  sufficiently  strong,  the  perfect 
invasion  there  was  of  the  city  of  London  by  the  various  parties  interested  in 
those  proposed  changes.     Why,  they  came  not  in  tens  or  twenties,  but  in 
hundreds ;  and  the  members,  of  course,  gave  every  attention  to  the  represen- 
tations that  were  made  to  them.     (Applause.)     While  admitting  the  great- 
ness of  the  city  of  Glasgow,  he  hoped  the  public  would  see  that  the  services 
of  their  members  were  no  sinecure  ;  he  did,  hbwever,  most  cordially  admit 
that  in  proportion  to  the  greatness  of  this  city,  in  like  proportion   was  the 
honour  of  representing  it,  and  he  most  willingly  admitted  that  it  had  been 
the  greatest  honour  of  his  life  that  he  should  represent  the  city  of  Glasgow 
in  parliament.    (Cheers  )     As  regarded  the  House  of  Commons  he  must 
say  that  there  had  been  no  want  of  due  appreciation  of  what  he  presumed  in 
this  city  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  prominent  part  of  the  public  service— 
the  Navy.     Within  the  last  ten  years  the  vote  for  the  navy  had  been  in- 
creased from  about  £5,000.000  to  above  jS 1 2,000,000 ;  and  he  believed  that 
had  been  wisely  done.     With  all  their  confidence  in  the  army»  and  in  every 
possible  supplement  to  it,  he  believed  that  the  great  confidence  of  Britain 
WM  in  the  wooden  walls  of  old  England.    (Cheers.)     He  believed  that  thej 
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must  expect  their  best  defence  to  be,  to  sweep  the  Channel  ol  every  advene 
ship  that  dared  to  show  itself  there.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  believed  the  House 
of  Commons  had  done  well  in  providing  amply  for  the  navy,  and  that  every 
man  in  this  country  would  do  well  to  do  something  for  the  navy — the  beat 
defence  of  the  country.  He  maintained  that  there  had  been  an  errooeona 
prejudice  against  the  naval  reserve  which  it  was  desirable  should  be  entirdy 
swept  away.  He  did  think  it  was  within  the  sphere  of  snch  a  club  aa  this 
to  do  what  in  them  lay  to  advocate  and  advance  the  views  of  the  (xovero- 
ment  with  regard  to  that  naval  reserve.  Their  object  was  to  improTe  the 
navigation — to  produce  the  best  models.  Now,  there  was  not  ooly  at  thia 
moment  much  to  be  desiderated  on  that  point,  but  there  was  an  idea  that 
iron.cased  ships  at  pressnt  were  to  be  the  best  defence  of  the  coast  of 
England.  In  regard  to  these  iron*cased  ships  it  was  quite  certain  that  a 
certain  combination  of  iron  thick  enough  would  be  almost  impervioaa  by 
shot ;  but  then,  what  remained  benind  P  It  turned  out  that  those  Teasels 
were  utterly  unseaworthy.  They  went  to  sea,  and  they  rolled  about,  and  be* 
came  perfectly  unmanageable.  That  seemed  to  be  the  case  with  the  French 
vessels — in  the  first  place  with  the  Nemesis,  and  then  with  the  Gloire. 
They  were  perfectly  suitable  to  be  exposed  as  batteriea  to  fight  at,  bat  if 
they  were  taken  to  sea  they  seemed  to  be  altogether  useless.  He  merely 
indicated  those  points  to  show  that  there  was  great  room  for  a  model  club. 
The  model  of  all  things  was  what  was  wanted  ;  and  he  believed  that  in  their 
own  sphere  they  might  contribute  to  those  objects.   (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  the  evening — **  The  Clyde  Model 
Yacht  Club.**  The  toast,  he  remarked,  was  very  like  proposing  their  noble 
selves  -  but  from  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Buchanan,  they  would  see  that 
it  comprised  a  great  deal  more  than  that.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  regard  to  the 
Clyde,  he  knew  no  place  in  the  kingdom  which  was  eqaul  to  it  for  yachting 
purposes.  (Applause)  He  referred  to  the  beautiful  models  which  had  been 
shown  by  members  of  the  club,  and  remarked  that  it  was  impossible  lor  him 
not  to  remember  that  a  great  part  of  that  beauty  arose  from  naval  architects 
in  their  own  district.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  mentioned,  in  particular,  the  Dame 
of  Mr.  Fyfe— (cheers) — by  whom,  and  his  father,  the  naral  science  had 
been  cultivated  from  the  earliest  tiroes  that  he  remembered.  He  alluded  to 
the  great  benefit  he  had  received  from  yachting  from  the  time  that  he  waa  the 
proud  proprietor  of  a  six-ton  yacht.  (Cheers.)  He  was  now  a  Commodore 
of  between  40  and  50  years*  standing,  and  he  trusted  he  had  been  some  little 
use  to  the  Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club.    (Applause.) 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  great  enthusiasm. 

The  Hon.  Croupier  proposed  the  next  toast,  He  said  the  toast  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  proposing  was  one  which  would  commend  itself  to  their 
reception  without  any  words  of  his ;  and  his  only  hesitation  in  proposing  it 
was  the  diffidence  which  he  felt  as  to  his  ability  to  do  it  justice.  (Applause.) 
They  assembled  to-night,  not  only  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  of  the  club^ 
but  also  to  do  honour  to  their  distinguished  Commodore.  If  he  had  per* 
miBsion  for  one  sinfile  moment,  he  shoold  claim,  in  spits  of  what  the  CI 
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man  bad  said,  that  for  this  one  night  at  leaat,  his  health  Mias  emphatically 
the  toast  of  the  evening.  (Renewed  cheering.)  In  speaking  of  their  Com- 
modore, they  spoke  of  one  whom,  he  believed,  they  might  safely  style  the 
senior  yachtsman  of  the  Clyde.  A  small  yacht  of  his — the  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
— was  one  of  the  first  which  ever  navigated  the  waters  of  the  Clyde ;  and  in 
that  yacht  their  Commodore  acquired  much  of  that  ezperienee  which  had 
stood  by  him  through  life  in  the  course  of  his  varied  nautical  career.  The 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  the  Clyde  from  that  time  mignt  be  indicated 
by  the  fiict  that  whereas  the  Commodore*8  yacht  was  then  almost  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  which  floated  on  those  waters,  there  were  now  no  fewer  than 
from  60  to  70  vessels.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  if  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Smith's  con* 
nection  with  the  manly  and  noble  sport  ^hich  bound  them  all  together,  he 
roust  pass  on  to  another  point,  and  one  in  which  it  had  been  the  lot  of  Mr. 
Si^mith  to  attain  even  wider  distinction  and  celebrity^he  referred  to  his 
literal y  career.  (Applause.)  He  alluded  to  those  works  which  were  known 
and  appreciated  far  beyond  the  circle  of  yachting  men  ;  and  in  particular  be 
referred  to  a  work  tu  which  the  classic  and  the  antiquarian  would  be  the 
very  first  to  do  justice — the  ^*  Shipwrecks  and  Voyages  of  St.  Paul." 
(Cheers.)  He  need  scarcely  say  that  that  work  was  filled  with  the  most 
yaried  learning.  It  was  filled  with  antiquarian  research ;  it  was  filled  with 
modern  experience ;  it  was  filled,  too,  let  him  add,  with  many  of  those  means 
of  information  which  they  would  most  anxiously  see  taught  to  all  the  children 
in  their  schools,  and  well-known  among  the  seafaring  population.  (Hear, 
hear.)  If  he  had  said  that  the  work  iu  question  might  hold  its  place  in  the 
library  of  the  antiquarian  and  the  classic,  he  might  also  say  that  in  simpli* 
city  and  interest  it  might  hold  a  place  on  the  shelves  of  any  parish  library. 
Nay,  he  might  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  would  resolve  the  doubts  and  the 
difficulties  of  one  or  more  honest  students  of  the  text  of  Scripture,  such  as 
Mr.  Smith  alluded  to  when  he  mentioned  the  case  of  an  old  sailor  who  said 
the  only  difficulty  he  had  in  reference  to  the  narrative  in  the  book  was  that 
the  anchors  had  been  cast  from  the  stern.  "  Nae  doubt,*'  said  he,  ^  the 
Apostles  were  inspired,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  they  should  have 
kept  her  head  till't.'*  (Loud  cheers  and  laughter.)  In  ancient  ships  the 
stern  and  the  bow  were  formed  nearly  alike-- in  fact,  many  of  those  ancient 
ships  resembled  the  barges  that  navigated  our  channels.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  work  of  Mr.  Smith  upon  the  voyages  of  St.  Paul  was  the  only  work 
which  he  had  contributed  to  the  literature  of  our  country.  He  referred  to 
many  useful  lectures  which  he  had  delivered  upon  many  subjects  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  he  could  not  but  allude  to  one  which  Mr.  Smith 
had  recently  delivered  in  the  church  at  Renfrew,  which  he,  (Mr.  Boyle) 
could  not  but  peruse  with  the  deepest  interest,  as  it  was  connected  with 
some  of  his  own  ancestors.  (Hear,  henr,  and  cheers.)  He  referred  also  to 
the  many  attainments  of  Mr.  Smith  in  the  various  departments  of  science. 
Mr  Boyle  then  said,  the  grateful  task  now  devolved  upon  him,  in  the  name 
of  this  club,  of  presenting  to  Mr.  Smith  a  timepiece,  as  a  small  mark  of  their 
esteem,  and  the  deep  sense  which  they  entertained  of  his  many  services,  not 
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only  to  yachting  in  general,  but  especially  to  the  club  of  which  they  were 
members.  They  presented  for  his  acceptance  a  clock ;  and  he  was  sore 
there  was  not  one  in  this  room,  or  one  member  of  this  club,  who  would  not 
unite  with  him  in  the  most  sincere  wish  that  that  clock  would  number  for 
him  none  'but  happy  hours.  (Great  applause.)  Having  presented  their 
offering  of  respect  and  esteem,  he  had  only  to  conclude  by  remarking  that 
he  was  sure  they  would  all  unite  in  most  sincerely  drinking  Mr.  Smith's 
health,  wishing  him  long  life  and  happiness.     (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  briefly  and  gracefully  acknowledged  the  compliment,   and 
begged  to  propose  the  toast  of  the  "  River  Clyde,**  coupled  with  the  health  of 
BaiUie  Ure. 

Baillie  Ure  in  replying  to  the  toast  of  the  ^*  River  Clyde*'  said  that  he  had 
DO  doubt  but  he  was  in  some  measure  indebted  to  his  connection  with  the 
Clyde  Model  Tacht  Club,  and  to  the  nautical  knowledge  which  his  yacht- 
ing experience  had  gained  him,  for  hift  elevation  to  the  Bench  of  the  River 
Baillie  Court.  (Hear,  hear.)  Before  that  court  matters  of  a  most  im- 
portant character  were  frequently  brought  up,  involving  (as  in  the'  cause 
of  collisions  on  the  river)  damages  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  wbeo 
it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  concerned  that  the  ^cts  and  circum- 
stances were  easily  intelligible  to  him  who  had  to  give  judgment,  on  no  other 
grounds  could  he  account  for  it,  that  the  youngest  man  in  the  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Glasgow  had  this  high  honour  conferred  on  him.  After  tracing  the 
great  and  unparallelled  progress  of  the  navigation  and  trade  of  Clyde,  which 
river  within  the  last  century  was  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  as  unnavigable  as 
the  rugged  mountain  stream  of  a  highland  loch,  having  in  many  parts  of  its 
course,  at  low  water,  a  depth  of  but  fifteen  inches,  and  was  navigated  by 
nothing  larger  than  fishing- boats,  whereas  now  it  was  about  fifteen  feet  at  the 
lowest  tide,  and  capable  at  flood  of  floating  to  the  harbour  the  largest  ship 
of  which  the  mercantile  navy  could  boast.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  great  change 
had  been  effected  without  government  assistance  of  any  kind,  alone  by  the 
persevering  energy  of  the  citizens  of  Glasgow,  who  had  expended  millions 
in  the  undertaking,  but,  which  was  now  yielding  back  a  handsome  return. 
As  the  harbour  dues  which  in  no  year  prior  to  1770,  had  come  up  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  were  this  last  year  upwards  of  a  hundred  thousand, 
and  gathered  from  nearly  two  millions  of  tons  of  shipping,  fully  a  million  of 
which  was  steam.  Before  sitting  down  he  begged  to  propose  the  toast  which 
had  been  entrusted  to  him,  namely — '*  Ship  and  Tacht  Building  on  the 
Clyde,"  and  he  felt  it  was  foitunate  for  him  that  it  was  hisprivilige  to  couple 
the  toast  with  two  of  our  most  respected  members  who  were  connected  irith 
these  branches  of  that  important  trade,  Mr.  Fyffe,  junior,  of  Fairlie;  and 
Mr.  Seath,  of  Ruttengden ;  from  whom  they  would  receive  the  best  informa- 
tion in  their  respectivs  departments,  the  one  of  sailing  vessels,  the  other  of 
those  propelled  by  steam.  To  Mr  Fyffe  and  his  father  he  believed  the 
yachtsmen  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde  were  more  indebted  than  to  any  other 
for  the  fame  they  had  achieved  in  the  racing  annals  of  the  Kingdom,  for  the 
growing  taste  amongst  us  for  the  manly  and  invigorating  recreation  which  a 
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yachtsroan't  Hie  affords.  (Applause.)  To  Mr.  Seath  also  werr  they  much 
indebted,  aa  affording  to  those  who  bad  not  in  earlj  life  imbibed  the  yachting 
propensity  and  perfected  themselves  by  early,  and  it  might  be,  by  small 
beginnings  in  the  management  of  a  flying  racer,  the  opportunity  of  enjoying 
in  ease  and  comfort  *^  Life  on  the  Ocean  Wave."  The  beautiful  steam  yacht 
models  of  symmetry  and  marvellous  in  speed,  which  he  had  turned  out  to  nu- 
merous patrons,  were* the  admiration  of  all  who  had  seen  them.  (Hear.) 
Far  and  wide  had  these  little  srafts  bent  their  way,  some  to  the  distant  East, 
and  one  at  least  to  the  Kingdom  of  Japan.  There  were,  he  observed,  some 
gentlemen  present  not  yet  members  of  the  Club,  whose  early  yachting  train- 
ing had  been  neglected,  and  on  whom  he  earnestly  pressed  the  propriety  oi 
an  early  consultation  with  Mr.  Seath,  whose  mechanical  ingenuity  would 
satisfactorily  remedy  the  defects  of  their  youthful  education- 
Mr.  Fyffe  in  reply,  made  some  happy  remarks  on  the  art  of  Yacht- 
building,  but  confessed  he  found  it  much  more  difficult  to  make  a  speech 
than  to  build  a  prize-contesting  yacht.     (Hear.) 

Mr.  Seath,  in  reply  to  the  toast  which  my  friend  Baillie  Ure  has  so  ele- 
gantly proposed,  and  with  which  he  has  in  so  flattering  a  manner  linked  my 
name,  is  one  of  such  vast  importance,  that  I  feel  as  if  there  was  a  grand  mis^* 
take  in  selecting  me  to  reply.  (Hear.)  At  all  events  you  will  admit  that 
the  trade  could  hardly  under  any  circumstances  have  a  smaller  representa- 
tive. (Great  laughter.)  Shipbuilding,  gentlemen,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  world's  branches  of  industry,  and  we  can  barely  compre- 
hend the  extent  of  its  influence  on  the  world  at  large.  Where  would  our 
Tea  and  Sugar,  our  Wine  and  Fruits,  our  Cottons  and  Silks  come  from  if 
there  was  no  shipbuilding,  and  we  might  well  enquire  how  our  enterprising 
friend,  the  New  Zealander  (of  Lord  Macauley)  would  ever  reach  London 
bridge  was  the  building  of  ships  suddenly  to  come  to  an  end,  but  no  such 
fate  awaits  this  alMmportant  trade,  it  has  flourished  for  thousands  of  years, 
and  will  cpntinue  to  flourish  so  long  as  continent  is  devided  from  continent, 
and  Isles  stand  in  mid  ocean.  Gentlemen,  the  toast  which  my  friend 
Baillie  Ure  has  so  ably  proposed  is  '*  Ship  and  Yacht  Building  on  the  Clyde,*' 
bnt  as  there  is  no  history  of  a  very  early  date  that  mentions  shipbuilding 
on  the  Clyde,  I  believe  we  will  be  justified  in  supposing  that  the  carpenters, 
if  any  (hear,  hear,)  had  as  one  man,  gone  in  a  body  to  such  employment  at 
the  only  shipyard  of  the  time,  having  a  heavy  contract  on  hand,  and  I  trust 
you  will  excuse  me  for  alluding  to  that  very  early  shipbuilder,  seeing  it  is 
generally  believed  he  did  not  serve  his  time  or  belong  to  the  Clyde, 
(laughter)  and  yet  I  think  he  must  have  been  in  some  way  connected  with 
Scotland,  (Hear,  hear.)  In  fact  I  am  not  quite  certain  but  he  may  have 
been  some  sort  of  relation  of  my  own.  (Great  laughter.)  As  my  forefathers 
are  very  plainly  spoken  of  by  the  historian  of  the  day,  in  point  of  fact,  there 
is  a  striking  resemblance  (roars  of  taughter)  between  the  great  shipbuilder, 
Mr.  Noah,  and  Adam's  third  son,  for  Noah  built  his  own  ship,  so  did  Se(a)th. 
Noah  was  captain  and  sailed  his  own  ship,  so  did  Se(a)th,  and  you  will  And 
oD  referring  to  the  newspapers  of  latter  periods  that  these  parties  were  the 
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first  to  open  the   upper  navigation,     (roars  of  laughter.)    Bat  gentlemeii 
whatever  may  have  heen  the  condition  of  shiphailding  5,000  or  60O   years 
ago,  of  this  I  am  certain  there  is  no  other  river  in  the  world  (hear,  hear,)  at 
the  present  time  can  send  forth  such  ships,  they  excel  in  beauty,  in  comfort* 
and  in  speed,  and  no  Model  Yachtsman  need  fear  to  back  the  productiona 
of  our  noble  rirer  against  all  comers.     (Applause.)     True,  gentlemen,  we 
have  not  built  a  Great  Eastern,  but  we  have  built  a  Persia,  an  lona,  a  Three 
Bella,  and  a  Ruby.    (Cheers.)    Hundreds  of  others  equal  in  comfort,  beauty, 
and  speed,  snd  if  it  was  not  trespassing  on  your  time,  I  could  tell  you  what 
shipbuilders  on  the  Clyde  can  do :  if  I  tell  you  there  are  no  less  than  35 
shipbuilding  establishments  within  the  hounds  of  Clyde,  you  will  form  aome 
idea  of  the  number  of  ships  we  can  produce,  but  you  will  do  so  more  readSj 
when  I  tell  you  that  some  of  the  employers  have  not  lef>8  than  from  two  to 
three  thousand  hands,  and  were  these  fully  employed  for  12  months,  they 
could  produce  upwards  of  100,000  tons  of  shipping.     (Hear,  hear  )     Sorely 
gentlemen,  I  am  not  overstepping  the  bounde  of  truth  in  saying,  no  otbrr 
river  can  do  this,  and  knowing  th«se*thinge,  let  us  all  unite  in  doing  what 
we  can  by  building  and  owning  the  prettiest  and  fastest  yachts  the  world 
erer  saw,   for  our  own  credit,  and  the  fame  of  our  noMe  river.     (Great 
cheering.) 

The  other  toasts  were,  '*  Vice- Commodore,**  by  the  Chairman,  *' Bear- 
Commodore,"  by  the  Croupier,  "Office  Bearers,**  (Mr.  Falconer,  Hon. 
Secretary.)  "Royal  Northern,"  by  Mr.  Falconer,  "Stranger.**  by  Mr.  For- 
rester the  '*  Ladies,*'  by  Mr.  Buchanan. 
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On  an  improvement  in  the  form  of  ships,   by  Joseph   MaadUayf  Esq., 
Associate  Member  of  Council  I.N.A. 

The  Author  described  a  method  of  forming  shipa  to  which  he  had  devoted    • 
much  attention,  and  which  he  had  to  a  limited  extent  carried  out  success- 
fully in  practice,  obtaining  thereby  great  fineness  of  lines  without  adopting 
the  extreme  proportion  of  length  to  beam  that  has  ordinarily  been  regarded 
as  indispensible. 

In  designing  a  vessel  of  any  given  displacement  so  as  to  obtain  the  great- 
est amount  of  speed,  the  water  lines  at  the  entrance  and  delivery  should  be 
made  as  long  and  as  easy  as  possible,  and  it  appeared  to  the  Author  that 
these  lines  might  be  made  much  longer  and  finer  than  in  vessels  aa  at  present 
built,  by  placing  the  greatest  breadth  on  the  load  water  line  considerably  abaft 
the  centre  of  length  of  ths  vessel,  and  the  greatest  breadth  on  the  lower 
water  lines  to  the  same  extent  forward  of  the  centre  of  length,  thus  making 
the  line  of  cross  section  at  the  greatest  breadth  incline  backwarda  at  the 
angle  from  the  keel,  instead  of  its  being,  as  usual,  in  a  vertical  line,  or  at 
right  angles  to  the  line  of  the  keel.  This  angle  was  to  vary  in  different 
classes  of  vessels,  but  might  be  taken  at  about  30^  to  85^  for  veaselfl  of  ordi* 
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nary  proportion  as  to  breadth  and  depth.  The  Author  considered  that  this 
modification  of  the  water  lines  offered  great  advantages  for  obtaining  high 
speed,  and  that  it  was  particularly  well  adapted  for  screw  vessels. 

AAer  the  reading  of  the  Paper  a  discussion  took  place,  during  which  the 
Chairman  remarked  that  the  Author  had  scarcely  done  justice  to  himself, 
for  he  had  omitted  to  state  that  he  (Mr  Maudslay)  had  conceived  and  car- 
ried out  the  idea  embodied  in  the  Paper  many  years  ago.  It  was  also  a 
curious  circumstance  that  a  model  of  his  (Mr.  J.  S.  Russell),  which  was 
lying  on  the  table  before  the  meeting,  and  which  possessed  many  remarkable 
qualities,  amongst  which  he  might  mention  that  of  least  resistance,  was 
palpably  in  conformity  with  Mr.  Maudslay*s  views. — Mr.  Ditchbum  men- 
tioned that  in  1835  he  built  a  vessel  for  the  Smyrna  trade  with  a  diagonal 
midship  section,  and  that,  as  far  as  sailing  qualities  were  concerned,  she 
answered  exceedingly  well.  The  system  had  other  advantages,  which  the 
speaker  described. 

On  an  improved  method  of  building  slyps,  by  John  White,  Esq.,  Member 
of  Council  I.N.  A. 

The  Author  commenced  by  stating  that  he  did  not  propose  to  lay  before 
the  Institution  any  new  or  elaborate  scheme  of  shipbuilding,  but  merely 
to  detail  some  of  the  results  of  his  own  experience  as  a  practical  ship- 
builder. 

In  the  year  1850,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company*s  ships  requiring  extensive  repairs,  owing  to  dry  rot  having  com- 
menced in  their  frames,  the  Author's  firm  were  requested  to  turn  their 
attention  to  some  plan  of  building  large  ships  without  employing  the  usual 
multiplicity  of  frame  timbers.  This  they  thought  might  be  accomplished  by 
retaining  only  the  floors  and  lower  futtocks  as  a  foundation,  apd  completing 
the  upper  portion  of  the  hull  by  means  of  diagonal  and  longitudinal  plank- 
ing. They  therefore  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  upon  the  relative 
strengths  of  diagonal  combined  with  longitudinal  planking,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  old  method  of  construction  on  the  other;  and,  having  satisfied 
themselves  of  the  immense  superiority  in  strength  of  the  former  over  the 
latter,  they  consttucted  a  large  model  upon  what  they  considered  an  im- 
proved method,  according  to  which  wooden  ships  might  be  built  of  any 
magnitude,  and  of  any  degree  of  sharpness.  The  plan  was  then  patented, 
with  the  view  of  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  other  shipbuilders,  all  of  whom 
were  invited  to  avail  themselves  freely  of  it  if  it  met  their  approval. 

The  Author  next  mentioned  some  of  the  principal  builders  of  diagonal 
ships ;  then  gave  a  detailed  description  of  the  method  of  construction  adopted 
by  his  firm,  and  of  some  practical  arrangements  which  they  had  devised  in 
carrying  it  out ;  and  aAerwards  stated  the  advantages  which  he  attributed 
to  the  diagonal  mode  of  building  ships.  These  were,  that  this  mode  of  con- 
struction obviated  the  difficulty  experienced  in  providing  crooked  English 
oak  for  carved  frame  timbers ;  that  diagonal  ships  are  made  stronger  than 
ordinary  ships  with  a  less  weight  of  material,  and  consequently  are  more 
buoyant,  size  for  size,  than  ships  built  on  the  old  plan ;  that  diagonal  ships 
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are  OH)re  durable  than  ordinary  ships  (in  confirmation  of  which  the  Author 
cited  the  case  of  the  City  of  Rochester,  built  upwards  of  40  years  ago,  and 
still  doing  duty,  and  further  stated  that  the  whole  of  the  diagonal  ships 
which  he  had  built  at  Cowes  continued  perfectly  sound,  some  of  them  being 
from  seven  to  eight  years  old,  and  standing  classed  A  I  13  years  in  Lloyd's 
Book) ;  that  such  ships  run  less  risk  than  otiiers  of  suffering  injury  in  case 
of  accident,  as  the  Author  showed  by  numerous  instances  of  vessels  which 
had  been  on  shore,  and  in  collision,  with  an  unusually  small  amount  of 
damage ;  that  water-tight  bulkheads  may  be  constructed  in  such  ships  if 
required ;  that  the  diagonal  system  is  particularly  well  adapted  for  screw 
steamships,  and  also  for  men-of-war  ;  and  that  diagonal  ships  are  especially 
healthy,  being  cool  in  summer,  warm  in  winter,  and  without  spaces  to  har- 
bonr  vermin,  or  to  favour  the  generation  of  foul  gases,  &c. 

The  following  vessels  built  by  the  Author  upon  the  diagonal  principle 
were  enumerated,  viz.:— The  Solent,  of  1,804  tons,  for  the  R.  W.  L  Mail 
Company ;  the  Vectis,  983  tons,  fbr^  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company ; 
the  Tartar,  671  tons,  also  for  the  P.  and  O.  Company;  the  Patrecia,  273 
tons,  the  Heroes  of  Alma,  635  tons,  the  Solent  of  843  tons,  and  the  Medina, 
410  tons,  for  James  Shepherd,  Esq. ;  the  Empress,  527  tons,  for  E.  L  Wheeler 
and  Company ;  the  Blue  Jacket,  140  tons,  Messrs.  Ivens  and  Cbissell;  and 
the  Cecile,  200  tons,  for  the  Marquis  of  Conyngham. 

The  Author  concluded,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  merits  of  diagonal- 
built  ships  would  meet  with  the  friendly  recognition  of  the  Institntion  of 
Naval  Architects. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  White's  paper,  a  discussion  ensued,  in  which  the 
cost  of  diagonal  vessels,  when  built  of  the  best  materials,  was  said  to  be 
somewhat  higher  than  that  of  ordinary  frame-timbered  ships,  and  during 
which  Mr.  James  Martin,  Surveyor  to  Lloyd's,  who  had  surveyed  Mr. 
White's  ships  officially,  bore  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  materials 
and  workmanship  put  into  them,  and  enforced  the  necessity  of  never  build* 
ing  diagonal  ships  in  any  other  way. — Several  other  gentlemen  having  taken 
part  in  the  discussion,  the  Chairman  thanked  the  Author  for  the  gieal 
amount  of  professional  information  given  by  him,  and  remarked  that  eveiy 
shipbuilder  ought  to  be  thanked  who  attempted  and  introduced  a  form  and 
construction  of  ship  which  led  to  the  use  of  the  best  quality  of  materials  and 
workmanship.  He  also  congratulated  the  meeting  upon  the  discussion  to 
which  it  had  listened,  and  mentioned  that  all  the  papers  there  read,  and  all 
the  discussions  which  arose  upon  them,  would  be  published  in  full  in  the 
Institution's  TranMacHom,  to  a  copy  of  which  every  Member  and  Anoeiate 
was  entitled. 


NOTICB  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  Review  and  Table  of  Winners  of  the  past  season  not  being  quite  ready, 
will  be  given  in  our  January  number.  Yachts  and  Yachting  with  plates,  will 
be  continued  in  the  forthcoming  volume. 
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Belvidere  victorious,  307,   416,  417, 

422 
Berry narbor,  church  of,  250 
Beeeigers,  youthful  attacks  of,  61 
Bijou  victorious,  333,  464 
Big  Will,  convulsions  of,  483 
Black  boy,  contession  of,  286 
BlackwaU  hitch,  to  make  a,  88 
Blocks,  various,  2 
•  dimensions  of,  3 

prices  of,  91 

Boats,  mode  of  suspending,  152 
Board,  selvagee  strap,  4 
Bobstay,  carrying  away  the,  228 
Bolt  rope,  table  of  weights  of,  430 
— ^—  circumference  ol  cutter,  432 
Bookstore,  old  Simon's,  59 
Bowline  knot,  to  make  a,  87 
Brilliant,  opinion  on  the,  145 
Builders,  complaints  against,  193 

— timely  notice  to,  156 

Bunawe,  anchor  in,  529 

Camilla  victorious,  407 
Canvas,  the  false  seam  in,  185 

■  various  descriptions  of,  182 
Cape  St  Martin,  wrecked  off,  109 
Captain  Harrison,  death  of,  48 
Carpenter,  cobbing  of  the,  485 
Carrick  bend,  utility  of  a,  86 
Centres  of  gravity,  heights  of,  505 
Chafed  rope,  repairing  a,  9 
Chain  cables,  313 

■  —  plates,  5 
Chance  victorious,  336 
Clara  victorious,  420 

Claudius  Csesar  Berry,  the  original  67 
Clifford's  boat  lowering,  40 


Clove  hitch,  description  of,  88 

Clyde,  arrival  in  the.  95 

Clyde  Model  Yacht  Club,  dinner  of, 

541 
Coal  trade,  apprentice  to,  443 
Cockpit,  polite  introduction  to,  490 
Collier,  ill  usage  on  board  of,  445 
Collision— Maraquita,  167 

case,  important,  507 

Combe  Martin,  visit  to,  249 
Common  bend,  how  to  make,  86 
Corfu,  sketches  of,  163 
Corunna,  refuge  in,  161 
Cowes,  arrival  at,  21 

seamen,  character  of,  240 

Coutts,  Miss  Burdett,  liberality  of,  86 
Crew,  undue  familiarity  with,  243 
Cruise  to  the  Northern  Lochs  of  Scot- 
land, 525 

Bristol  Channel,  17,  41, 

141,196,225 

Frolic,  235 


Cut  splice,  method  of  making,  9. 
Cutter  sails,  cost  of,  186-87 
Cymba  victorious,  396 

Darkle,  cruelty  to,  491 

Dark  night,  danger  of  running  in,  229 

Deer,  search  for,  52 

Devonshire,  beautiful  scenery  of,  142 

Diagonal,  or  cross  gore,  475 

Doctor,  the  irate,  62 

Don  Juan  victorious,  370 

Donkey,  the  transformed,  56 

women,  nuisance  of,  247 

Double  wall  knot,  description  of,  89 
Dove  victorious  355,  414 
Dream  victorious  454 
Dublin  jarvey,  the  crafty,  72 
Duck  hunt,  superhuman  efforts,  145 
Davernay  yacht,  purchase  of,  156 

appearance  of,  160 

.  examination  of,  207 

Eddystone,  abreast  of^  196 

Editor's  Lockeb— 

Friend's  patent  log,  269 

On  formation  of  yachts,  88 

New  snatch  block,  82 

Koyal  Canadian  Yacht  Club,  168, 

268 
Banelagh  Yacht  Club,  223 
Suggtstions  for  the  Improvement 

of  yacht  sailors,  269 
The  great  flag  question,  83 
The  Loyal  Yacht  Club,  131 

Eggs,  boat  load  of,  142 

Enchantress  victorious,  308,  416 

Enigma  victorious  (1)  467 
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Enigma  Tictoriotts  (8)  405 
Erris  stag,  a  raale,  65 
Etire,  Loch,  enterfng  of,  528 
Expenditiure,  useleu,  192 
Extravaganza  (2)  Yictorioas,  372 
Bye  splice,  method  of  making  a,  9 

Falls,  descending  the,  529,  530 
Fashion,  used  up  rotary  of,  382 
Fath«r,  the  indignant,  483 

reconciliation  with  my,  486 

Fawn  Tictorious,  352 

Female,  unexpected  meeting  with,  101 

First  sight,  lore  at,  235 

lieutenant,  approbation  of,  489 

Flshbourne  creek,  risit  to,  160 
Flag  question,  the  great,  27 

s,  patent  seamless.  168 

Flirt  (1)  Tictorious,  311 
Flirt  (2)  Tictorious,  349 
Flowerdew,  ill-timed  gaiety  of,  384 
Folly  Tictorious,  396 
Foreland,  quiet  night  tinder,  19 
Foresail,  dimensions  of,  425 

to  measure  a,  478 

Friendship,  beginning  of,  62 

Gaff-topsail  halyard  bend,  15 

dimensions  of,  426 

to  measure  a,  478 

Gale,  herring  smacks  caught  in,  525 
Gee,  Joseph,  esq.,  5 1 6 
Genoa,  harbour  of,  108 
Gentleman's  son.  appearance  of  a,  4  0 
Gibraltar,  arrired  at,  162 
Gigs,  sails  for,  48 
Glance  (1)  Tictorious,  303 
■  ■■  (2)  Tictorious  496 

Granny  knot,  how  to  make,  15 
Great  Eastern,  beaching  of.  471 
— —  Yarmouth,  sailors  hoir.e  at,  38 
Green  hands,  yarns  for,  472 
Grommet,  method  of  making,  9 

s,  use  of,  9 

Guns,  how  to  sling,  89 
Gun-room,  interior  of,  63 

Hack  driTer,  the,  434 
Haidee  Tictorious.  269,  408 
Hammond,  Capt,,  Tisit  to,  158 
Harewood,  Mabel,  the  fascinating,  382 
Easier  creek,  a  pull  up,  23 
Harerfordwest.  Tisit  to,  225 
Hawser  bend,  description  of,  86 
Heme  bay  hoy,  on  board  of,  325 
Highland  cottage,  the,  102 
■.  hospitality,  103 

ers,  the  puzzled,  57 

Holy  Loch,  visit  to,  105 
Horatio*^  unwelcome  Tisit  of,  282 
How  Delany  married,  68, 114,  203 
Hunter,  purchasing  a»  189 


Huntsman,  the  kind,  825 

Ida  Tictorious,  408,415 
Ilfracombe  harbour,  entering,  198 
Island,  Portland,  early  settlers  of,  44 
Insurance,  marine,  adTsntages  of,  239 
Irish  girl,  exparicnce  of  an,  115 

policeman,  the  scheming,  74 

Iron  ships,  strengtn  of,  259, 316 

stringer  plates,  discussion  on  503 

work,  to  preaerTe,  91 

Isle  of  Wight,  wanderings  in,  381 
Inrincible  Tictorious,  355, 358 

Jack,  •'parkisites"  of,  280 
James  Rogers,  gold  medal  to,  165 
Jaunting  car,  the  easy,  71 
Joe  Marston,  the  eccentric,  210 

sudden  appearance,  435 

engagement  of,  437 

Kitten  Tictorious,  265 

Life- boat,  the,  93 

Institution,  Royal  Katiooai, 
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-s  and  salTage.  37 


Life  in  Sydney.  56 

Little  Hangman,  tradition  of  the,  248 

Loch  Nell,  deserted  mansion  near,  527 

Long  splice,  description  of,  9 

Lord  Londesborough,  death  of,  132 

Love,  laughable  confession  o^  483 

Lulworth  victorious,  367 

Lundy  island,  dangerous  character  of^ 

197 
Lymingtcn,  Tisit  to«  42 


Maggy,  the  sweet  entrancing,  159 

Magnus,  hitch,  utility  of,  88 

Magnet  Tictorious,  440 

Maplin  shoal,  shipwrecked  on,  4B5 

Mainsail,  lacing  the,  373 

Lapthome's  opinion  of,  374 

'         dimensions  for  cutting,  *426 
— —  to  measure  the,  474 
Mainsheet,  to  rack  a  tackle  or ,'90 

-~— methodof  t)elaying,  16 

Main  shrouds,  how  to  repair,  10 
Man-of-wars  men,  insubordination  o( 

46 
Maria,  pilot  sloop,  sails  of,  186 
Marion,  attentions  to,  103 

flight  of,  109 

tablet  to,  no 

Marine  reserTe,  Toluntcer,  194 
Mast  bitts,  method  of  securing,  6 
Master's- mate,  tyranny  of.  491 
Master's  mate,  desperate  conflict  with 

535 
Matrimony,  unpleasant  reflection,  383 
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M'Clintock,  Capt,  address  to,  169 
McEenzie,  unceremonious  yisit  of,  104 
Mediterranean,  vanderings  in  the,  161 
Memoranda  of  Tacht  Club  Meetings — 
Koyal  Cork,  121 

Ix)ndon,  176,  219,  515 

Mersey,  175,  515 

St.  Georges,  121 

Tliames,  121,  174,  222 

Prince  of  Wales,  126 
Hanelagh,  178 
Wellington,  186 
Meteor  rictorious,  871 
Midnight  ramble,  the,  100 
Midshipman,  appointment  as,  487 

■  resolute  conduct  of,  538 

8  berth,  scenes  in,  491 

hitch,  utility  of,  88 

Milford,  anchor  opposite,  200 
Mishap,  a  showery  mishap,  61 
Missionary,  cruel  treatment  of,  282 
Mister  Casey,  the  deceit  of,  1 19 
Mode  of  building  iron  ships,  and  cor- 
rection of  cOmpass,  812 
Moonbeam  Tictorious,  470 
Mosquito  Tictorious,  372 
Mountains,  great  height  of,  528 
Mr.  Scrcwgeum,  introduction  to,  154 
Mull,  rounding  the,  526 

Karal  Architects,  Institution  of,  213, 

250,311,548 

officers,  wager  between,  284 

Ness,  anchoring  under.  20 
New  yacht,  extraordinary,  270 
Norwegian  brig,  danger  of,  201 
Notice  to  correspondents,   132,   180, 

820 
mariners,  217, 218 

Oberon  victorious,  368 
Ocean,  variableness  of,  196 
Overmasting,  fatal  result  oi;  151 

Pakington,  Sir  J.  on  shipbuilding,213 

Parcelling,  method  of,  7 

Pat  O'llara,  and  the  stag  of  Erjcis,  49 

Pearl  victorious,  452 

Pedagogue,  cruelty  of  a,  326 

horsewhipping  the,  327 

Pembroke,  visit  to,  200 

Phantom  victorious,  266,  402 

Photography,  under  difficulties,  162 

Pic-nic,  enjoyment  of  a  water,  58 

Pilot,  the  puzzled,  18 

Pilot,  the  Scotch,  529 

Portland  harbour,  anchoring  in,  43 

Bill,  rounding,  142 

— —  breakwater  building  at,  45 
— convict  barracks  at,  44 

departure  from,  141 


Preservation  of  life  fh>m  shipwreck, 

76 
Prince  of  Wales  visit  to  Toronto,  492 
Prisoner,  the  enchanted,  98 
Promise,  the  sacred,  i07 
Purchases,  description  of,  11 

Quarantine  officer,  the  important,  96 
Quarter- less -five,  484 
Queen's  service,  tyranny  in  tlte,  46 
Quiver  victorious,  265.  402 

Racing  yachts,  speed  of,  481 
Rapid  victorious,  452 
Ranger  victorious,  439 
Reef  knots,  description  of,  1 5 

pennants,  to  make  fast,  85 

Regattas  of  the  season,  273 

and  Matches — 

Royal  Canadian  457, 492 

Cork,  354 

Harwich,  453 

—  Holyhead,  463 

London,  261,  293 

Mersey,  386 

-= Squadron,  359 

•—  St.  Georges,  328 

Thames,  263,  297 

Welsh,  438 

Western,  403 

Yorkshire,  451 

Prince  of  Wales,  261,  266 

Belfast  Lough,  352 

Birkenhead  Model,  308,  410 

Boston,  461 

Clyde  Model,  468 

Great  Yarmouth,  421 

Irish  Model,  809,  414 

■           —  Lough  bwilley,  469 
Norfolk  and  Suffi>lk,    305, 

416 
-^— —  Ocean  Match,  338 

— •  Ranelagh,  419 

Southampton,  369 

Swansea,  388 

Teignmouth,  467 

Torbay,  465 

Wellington,  408 

W^ells-next-the-Sea,  419 

Weymouth,  40O 

Windermere,  371 

Relation,  finding  a  new,  234 
Religion,  the  want  of,  284 
Rescuing  life,  testimonial  for,  33 
Rifleman  victorious,  408 
Rigging  shears,  utility  of,  92 
Rolling  bend,  to  make  a,  88 
Rope,  serving  the,  7 

method  of  splicing,  8 

Roping,  378 

Row,  ready  for  a  jolly,  162 
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Rowing,  can  the  pretent  syttem  be 

iiDproTed,  531 
Royal  Charter,  wreck  o^  127 
.  Life-boat  Institution,  164,  548 

Russia,  meeting  with  Princess  Marie 

of,  143 

n  sailors,  appearance  of,  22 

Sails,  flat  standing,  134 

fttlts  in,  184 

bad  standing.  375 

Sam  Fenton,  portrait  of,  66 

biography  of.  Ill 

Scenes,  yiew  behind  the,  287 
Scenery,  Highland,  98 
School,  bolting  from,  325 
Schooner^s  crew,  amusement  of,  20 
Scriptures,  attempt  to  expound,  285 
Seaman's    Society,    suggestions   tor 

forming  a,  244 
Seams,  the  creasing  of,  377 
Secret  victorious,  348 
Servant,  the  obsequious,*  153 
Sheepshank,  description  of,  10 
Shields,  arrival  afc,  449 
Shipwreck,  siaFing  life  from.  84 
Sibyl  victorious,  332,  344,  351 
Simon  Boomers's  gun-room,  34,  110, 

153,  207,  231,  287,  381,  438 
Single  wall  knot,  description  of,  89 
Sketches  of  Naval  Life,  824,  441, 482, 

533 
Skipper,  the  irate,  20 
— — ^—  the  wants  of  a,  21 1 

— unpleasant  position  of,  244 

Spray  victorious,  267,  420 
Sportsman,  the  excited,  55 
Snake  victorious,  309 
Solfiglia,  the  poor  solitary  as,  108 
Southampton,  docks  at,  23 
Souvenir  victorious,  40r),  567 
St.  Albans  head,  passing,  43 
Straps,  selvagee,  4 
Surge  victorious^  335,  353.  357,  894 
Swannery,  visit  to  a,  47 
Swearing,  bad  habit  of,  322 
Sydney,  rustic  cottage  at,  58 

Tablings,  spreading  and  creasing,  378 
Tarring  a  rope,  exposure  when,  450 
The  Cedars,  visit  to,  234 
There's  the  Craig !  230 
Thought  victorious,  297,  299 
Timber,  proper  season  for  buying  148 
I'orquay,  arrival  at,  147 
Tors,  visit  to  the,  246 
Tunnel,  passage  through,  247 
Turoer.Turner,  J.,  Esq.  liberal  offer 

of,  37 
Two  days  at  Ilfracombe.  245 


Vampire,  (2)  vietorious,  306 
Vesper  vietoriout,  891 
Vessds.  unequal  wear  of,  150 
Vigo,  sketch  of;  162 
Violet  (2)  victorkras,  466 

(3)  victorious,  456 

Vision  victorious,  413 
Vivid  victorious,  332 

Wapping.  arrival  at,  486 
Warning,  the  annoymoos,  384 
Warrior,  the  iron-ca«od*flrlgate  74' 
Waterwitch  victorious,  462 
Water  casks,  how  to  sling,  89 
Wave  line  theory,  on  the,  255 
Weather,  the  gardener's  opinion  on 

the,  199 
— ^ glasses^   AdmL  Fitzroy  on, 

479 
W  onder,  the  New  York,  137 
Wee  Katie,  affection  of,  448 
Weymouth,  visit  to,  43 
Whip  purchase,  description  of,  14 

ping,  method  of,  90 

\^  bite  squall  victorious,  411 
Wide-awake  victorious,  458 
Wildfire  victorious,  850 
WiU  Rushy,  kindness  of,  447,  488 
Windermere,  sailing  at,  24 

.  sailing  ground  of,  26 

Wire  rigging,  opinion  on,  152 
Worming,  method  o^  7 
Wreck  chart,  the;  487 

Yachts  and  yachting,  I,  85,  133,  181, 

373,425,474,517 
Yacht,  beauty  of  form  of;  198 

building,  novelties  in,  269 

.  buying,  190 

club,  hoyal  Canadian,  409 

cost  of  a,  192 

~*—  in  search  of  a,  118 

'practical  examinatiOBjof^  191 

— ^ —  running  down  of,  19 
—  sailors,  usefulness  of,  188 

suggestion  for  preserving,  149 

r-s  care  necessary  for,  151 

early  decay  of,  148 

rough  notes  on,  148,  289,  238 


279,321 

women,  dress  of,  146 


■ing  intelligence,  89, 180,  516 
—  new  era  in,  135 
song,  140 


Yellow  Jack,  attack  of,  285 
Young  reefer,  vanity  of,  488 

Zouave  victorious,  998 
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WORKS  PUBLISHED  BY  HUNT  &  CO., 

6,  Aew  Church  St.,  (N.  W.J  Edgware  Road. 
Meatn.  HUNT  &  Co.,  have  lately  brought  out 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  YACOTSHANSHIP, 

Under  the  title  of  "Yarng/or  Green  Hands**  by  Yanderdccken,  Price  7s.  6d^ 

splendidly  bound  in  ornamented  blue  cloth  and  illustrated. 
The  extensive  sale  this  work  has  received  proves  its  intrinsic  value;— and  the 
many  approvals  of  thorough  Yachtsmen  confirm  the  fact,  that  no  single  volmne 
ever  published,  contains  so  much  genuine  information  on  yachting. 
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Price  Is.  Monthly,  or  12s.  yearly,  post  free  if  paid  in  advance* 

Nine  Volumes  are  completed,  b.iund  in  Blue  Ornamented  Cloth, — the  set 
£6.  Any  of  nrhich  can  be  had  separately  as  follows : — Vol  L  lOs.  6dl,  IL  12s^ 
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HXJHT'S  UNIVERSAL  YACHT  LIST, 

Price  4$.,  post  free  if  paid  in  advance,  bound  in  leather,  with  clasp. 

Qentlemen  are  requested  to  forward  the  particulars  of  their  yachts  early  for 

theList  of  1861. 

This  work  commenced  in  the  year  1848,  and  has  been  issued  annually  aboat 
May  or  June.  It  contains  the  names  of  all  Yachts  belonging  to  the  Royal  and 
other  Clubs  of  the  United  King<lum,  with  their  Eigs,  Tonnage,  Owners,  Build- 
ers, &c.;  also  List  of  Club  Officers,  Tide  Tables,  Time  Tables  for  Racing,  Lights 
and  Lighthouses,  Foreign  Clubs,  &c. ;  Embellished  with  Colonred  Ensigns,'  Bur- 
gees, and  Yacht  Signals. 

<*  The  utility  of  this  A^nnual  is  so  well  known  and  appreciated  by  yachtsmea 
generfdiy,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  make  further  remark/ 

ACEEBS'  UlinVEESAL  SIGNAL  CODE, 
Royal  Svo.,  for  cabin  or  yacht's  use  20s.,  and  Pocket  Edition,  10s. 

This  work  having  met  with  so  much  success  that  the  publishers  have  issued 
a  Third  Edition  (pocketsize,)  which  contains  General  Observations  respecting 
use  of  Signals,  Sailing  liegulations,  Compass,  Vocabulary  and  Sentences,  Night 
Signals,  Distant  Signals,  Light  and  Fog  Signals,  Semaphoric  Signals,  Instruc- 
tions for  Evolutions,  Remarks  on  the  Line  of  Bearing,  Yacht  Club  and  Naval 
Salutes,  Management  of  Boats,  List  of  Royal  Yacht  ClQbs,  Geographical  List. 

&C.,  &C. 

HUNT  &  Co , 

Publishers^  Ldter-pressy  Oopper-plaie  ^  Lithographic 


\xmkxs, 


ENGRAVERS  &  BOOKBINDERS. 

Estimates  gives  for  Prindng  of  every  description  from  a  Card  to  a  Volume. 


resDectiiifr 


7ACHT  AGENCY. 
Hunt  &  Co.  fh>m  numerous  enquiries  and  applications  respecting  the  SAle  and 
Purchase  of  Yachts,  have,  at  the  recommendation  of  several  gentlemen  residing 
at  «  distance  fh>m  the  Metropolis,  opened  an  Agency,  which  they  are  desirous 
of  conducting  in  conjunction  with  Secretaries,  Agents,  Builders,  and  others,  who 
may  require  such  assistance  as  residents  can  give. 

Club  Ensigns,  Burgees,  Signal  Flags,  Charts,  Navigation  Books,  Sailing 
Directions,  Maps,  Atlasses,  Engravings,  Nautical,  Mathematical,  add  Optical 
Instruments,  Globes,  &c.,  &c,  procured  to  order,  upon  receipt  of  Cheque^  or 
P.  O.,  payable  at  116,  Edgware  Road,  W. 
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